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      A  Tropical Birding CUSTOM tour 
 

 
 

SOUTHERN ECUADOR 
 

29th August – 12th September 2021 
 

Guided by Alex Luna  

 
Blue-throated Hillstar one of our main photo targets! (Alex Luna) 

Thanks to participants Lisa and Warren Thompson for the use of their photos in this report. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
Ecuador is one of South America’s premier birding destinations with huge numbers of birds that can be seen on a single 
trip. On their first trip to northern Ecuador, Warren and Lisa took about 300 keeper photographs of different birds.  As 
Ecuador has more than 1600 species within it, they decided to return for a second trip, but this time to the south, and 
they were not disappointed with their returns! Thus, Tropical Birding designed a custom trip in southern Ecuador 
exclusively for them, which lasted fourteen days and covered five different provinces. The tour covered a diverse set of 
ecosystems, like the cold and windy, (but beautiful), highland forests and paramos in El Cajas NP, Cerro de Arcos, and Cerro 
Toledo; the dry forest of the Tumbesian region in Jorupe Reserve; the tropical evergreen rainforest in the western Chocó 
bioregion, and the very different forests on the eastern slope of the Andes.   
 
Each day, we visited different birding localities and designated a specific species as the bird of the day.  These were often 
tough choices to be made, and often reflected our photographic experience with the birds! For example, after the first 
day in El Cajas National Park we had a dilemma choosing between the endangered Violet-throated Metaltail,  a country 
endemic, or the beautiful Gray-breasted Mountain-Toucan. In spite of Alex’s vote for the metaltail, the toucan won out 
in the end! In Yunguilla Reserve, the endangered Pale-headed Brushfinch (a very rare Ecuadorian endemic) was a clear 
choice, as was the Blue-throated Hillstar at Cerro de Arcos, a stunning species which was only discovered just a few years 
ago. On the fourth day, from Saraguro, a photogenic Agile Tit-Tyrant took the prize, while in Zamora the easy choice was 
the lovely Spangled Coquette.  Next up, in Podocarpus National Park, the vulnerable Ecuadorian Piedtail edged out a 
beautiful Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher, then, on the way to Tapichalaca a cute Lafresnaye’s Piculet and the near-threatened 
Ecuadorian Tyrannulet vied for top honors, while the bold and endangered Jocotoco Antpitta was a very predictable 
winner in Tapichalaca.  The near-threatened Scarlet-fronted Parakeet on the way to Jorupe took the honours the 
following day, while the first day at Jorupe went to the near-threatened Watkins’s Antpitta, which required a lengthy 
battle to acquire a good photo.  The second day at Jorupe went to the vulnerable Gray-breasted Flycatcher.  The first day 
at Buenaventura was a tie between the vulnerable Ochraceous Attila and the endangered Gray-backed Hawk; (although 
better photos of the latter were taken on a subsequent day).  The following day saw an abundance of competitors including 
awesome pictures of the endangered El Oro Parakeet, a Laughing Falcon, and the near-threatened Yellow-throated 
Toucan, but the vulnerable Long wattled Umbrellabird handsomely beat them all.  The last day was won by a (Pacific) 
Royal Flycatcher which Alex found at the last minute, just as we were preparing to leave.  As you may extrapolate from 
the above paragraph, this part of Ecuador is loaded with rare, threatened, and local specialties. 

 
 
DAILY SUMMARY: 
 
Day 1 (of birding): 30th August – El Cajas NP 
 
Our trip began at Quito airport, from where we flew together to the city of Guayaquil (a 40-minute flight), and then drove 
up into to the mountains to El Cajas National Park, located about three hours’ drive away. However, it took us a little 
longer to get there due to a road closure from a recent landslide. Once there, our objective was a short list of target birds 
which we quickly located except for the Giant Conebill, which had also eluded us on our first tour together in the north of 
the country too.  We barely descended a few steps from the Laguna Torreadora parking lot, before we found a male Tit-
like Dacnis was present. A few meters below that, we found an Ecuadorian endemic, Violet-throated Metaltail, (photo 
next page) our main target, which landed a few meters from us. A Blue-mantled Thornbill did the same a few minutes 
later. Then we moved into  some high elevation  Polylepis forest, searching for Giant Conebill, but had to settle for Brown-
backed Chat-Tyrant instead. 
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Violet-throated Metaltail is endemic to the highlands of Southern Ecuador (Warren Thompson) 
 
 
After that, we went to another spot to search for the magnificent Gray-breasted Mountain-Toucan (photo next page), a 
bird that had also eluded us on our previous Ecuador tour together.  This time we were able to locate one that we could 
observe and photograph in the distance, but when we returned to the parking lot, an individual flew a few meters away, 
giving us beautiful views and pictures in the end… 
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Gray-breasted Mountain-Toucan in the highlands of Southern Ecuador (Alex Luna) 

 

                 
 

Blue-mantled Thornbill, another highland species (Alex Luna) 
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Day 2: 31st August – Yunguilla 
 
On this day our main aim was to photograph one of South America’s rarest birds, the Pale-headed Brushfinch, which is 
virtually restricted to the tiny (Jocotoco Foundation) reserve of Yunguilla in southern Ecuador. It was rediscovered in the 
late 20th Century after having long been thought extinct. 
 
 

   
 

Pale-headed Brushfinch, a real world rarity (Warren Thompson) 
 
 
Once in reserve, we headed straight for our target bird; however, the songs of a small flock stopped us, so a short pause 
was necessary, where we added species like Plumbeous-backed Thrush, Rufous-winged Tyrannulet, Golden-olive 
Woodpecker, Dull-colored Grassquit, Russet-crowned Warbler, Golden Grosbeak, Masked (Black-lored) Yellowthroat, 
Amazilia Hummingbird, Bran-colored Flycatcher, Groove-billed Ani and Peruvian Pygmy-Owl; (the latter was only heard). 
After this stop, which was not so short, we continued directly to the feeding station. We took just a few minutes to observe 
and photograph a hungry Pale-headed Brushfinch (photo above), which visited the feeder several times, definitely an easy 
prize for this day. Similarly, other species also frequented the feeders, such as Gray-browed Brushfinch, White-tipped 
Dove, and Chestnut-crowned Antpitta. 
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Chestnut-crowned Antpitta at Yunguilla (Warren Thompson) 

 

       
Gray-browed Brushfinch, also at Yunguilla (Warren Thompson) 

 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  SOUTHERN ECUADOR Custom Birding With a Camera (BwC) Tour Aug-Sept. 2021 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

7 

After leaving the feeders, we took a walk inside the reserve; the heat suppressing bird activity somewhat, but we did add 
an elusive Line-cheeked Spinetail, a Fulvous-headed Pygmy-Tyrant that we could barely see, and we continued listening 
to the local Peruvian Pygmy-Owl! After taking a field lunch and a short rest, we did another short walk, and were finally 
able to observe the Peruvian Pygmy-Owl. Other species such as Sparkling Violetear, Speckled Hummingbird joined our 
list in the afternoon, in addition to some of the same species we had observed during the morning. After this, we returned 
to Cuenca, but on our way, spotted a massive flock of Yellow-billed Pintail by the road, and we also observed Lesser 
Yellowlegs and a small group of Wilson’s Phalarope. 
 
Day 3: 1st September – Cerro de Arcos 
 
A long journey awaited us on this day, as we headed early up to Cerro de Arcos, the only known site of the recently 
discovered Blue-throated Hillstar, a hummingbird that was only first described four years ago.  On the way, we made a 
quick stop for a Black-billed Shrike-Tyrant. After driving up for about three hours, we reached close to the 
12,000ft/3,9370m in an area that was super windy and cold!   However, this did not deter us, as we made short walk into 
a patch of orange flowers where we found the hummingbird foraging among them, which was obliging and posed for good 
pictures. After shooting that, we spent some time observing and photographing Shining Sunbeam, Viridian Metaltail, and 
Black-tailed Trainbearer. Still, before getting back into our car, a Plain-capped (Paramo) Ground-Tyrant stopped us for a 
bit. Then the call of Jameson’s (Andean) Snipe alerted us.  We moved closer to try to see and photograph it.  
Unfortunately, the bird saw us before we saw it, so we could only observe it as it moved away. After arriving at the refuge, 
itself, we saw more sunbeams and metaltails and added Great Sapphirewing to the species list.  We also observed two 
Andean Condors (adult and juvenile) flying over us, as well as a single Mountain Caracara. 
  

Blue-throated Hillstar was only first described a few years ago, is rare and local, and confined to the  
highlands of Southern Ecuador (Warren Thompson) 
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After spending the whole morning in Cerro de Arcos, we descended towards Saraguro, our base for the next two days. We 
arrived in Saraguro, took a late lunch, and then were out in the field again at nearby Cerro Acanama. Birding the lower 
part of this hill, we photographed Lacrimose and Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanagers. Driving up a little higher, we found 
a flock with Golden-crowned Tanager (photo below), Black-crested Warbler, White-throated Tyrannulet, Yellow-
breasted Brushfinch, as well as a female Tyrian Metaltail. 

 
Golden-crowned Tanager near the highland town of Saraguro (Alex Luna) 

 
Day 4: 2nd September - Cerro Acanama 
 
On this day, our activity focused on looking for some of the resident species at higher elevations on Cerro Acanama, near 
the town of Saraguro.  We had rather inhospitable weather and perhaps for this reason, did not find our target Crescent-
faced antpitta.  Despite that disappointment, we did get a few new birds.  Once at the upper part of the hill (we drove up 
there), our first species spotted was a Red-crested Cotinga, which was a bit far off to try to capture a picture, so we 
decided to get a little closer. Then, suddenly, an Andean Pygmy-Owl sang, so we promptly forgot the cotinga, in order to 
start searching for this owl. While we were trying to find it, a pair of Mouse-colored Thistletails stole our attention for a 
few minutes; however, we were still working hard to try to see the owl. After a prolonged search, Warren found this tiny 
owl perched during a period  of dense fog. In spite of these regular high Andean conditions being far from ideal, we were 
able to take some photos all the same. Unfortunately, the cotinga did not wait for us while we were distracted by these 
other birds.  However, we did locate a beautiful Rainbow-bearded Thornbill (photo next page) patrolling some flowers, 
and the celebrity bird of the day, Agile Tit-tyrant (photo next page), that seemed to pose for every possible angle.  A small 
flock stopped us on the way to lunch, and led us to add Crowned Chat-Tyrant, Plushcap, and Spectacled Redstart. After 
lunch, we returned to a similar location, searching for more birds, but only adding Glowing Puffleg as new for the trip 
during this quieter period of the day. 
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Agile Tit-Tyrant near Saraguro (Alex Luna) 

 
Rainbow-bearded Thornbill, a highland hummingbird species (Lisa Thompson) 
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Day 5: 3rd September – Saraguro to Zamora 
 
We drove from the Ecuadorian Andes to the southern part of the Amazon region, leaving the city of Saraguro behind us, 
to eventually move to Zamora. We made some stops at similar elevations to the day before, but found activity was low 
with nothing of note found, so we moved on towards the city of Loja, enjoying the beautiful Andean landscape as we 
drove on. Once we descended into the foothills of the eastern side of the Andes, we paused for a while along the Old Loja-
Zamora Road, a renowned birding spot. Highlights there included Torrent Duck, Golden-faced Tyrannulet, and Crested 
Oropendola. 
 
We reached the city of Zamora in time for lunch there, and then quickly proceeded on to a small reserve near Yantazaza, 
called Mi Paradise. We visited this place as it has a nice bank of purple flowers which attract one particularly special 
hummingbird. Soon after our excited, hurried, arrival we located a male Spangled Coquette (photo below), as hoped. 
Additionally, we added other species of hummingbirds such as Little Woodstar, Blue-tailed and Glittering-throated 
Emeralds, and other birds too, like Yellow-breasted Flycatcher, White-necked Parakeet, Yellow-tufted Woodpecker, 
Blue Dacnis, Purple Honeycreeper, Bananaquit, and Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet.  

Visiting the reserve of Mi Paradise was well worth it for this cracker: Spangled Coquette (Alex Luna) 
 
After spending a couple of hours at this place, we moved to near Paquisha village in search of Bluish-fronted Jacamar. 
However, Warren and I could not find it, but Lisa managed to see what seemed like the jacamar fly in that we could not 
find again unfortunately. In spite of that setback, we added many birds to our list, such as Black-billed Seed-Finch, Buff-
throated Woodcreeper, Mottle-backed Elaenia, Paradise (photo next page), Blue-necked, Palm and Silver-beaked 
Tanagers, Little Woodpecker, Gray-capped Flycatcher, Long-tailed Tyrant, and managed to hear a Blackish Rail too, to 
end our first afternoon in this fantastically diverse part of Ecuador. 
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Blue-tailed Emerald at Mi Paradise (Alex Luna) 

The eastern foothills of the Andes host a wonderful variety of tanagers, like this Paradise Tanager (Warren Thompson) 
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Day 6: 4th September – Podocarpus NP & Copalinga Lodge 
 
Podocarpus National Park was our destination this morning; as soon as we started our walk, we were stopped in our tracks 
by an Andean Motmot, which became the first bird of the day, and then a few meters ahead, the quiet song of Ruddy-
tailed Flycatcher revealed its position, followed by a tricky Black-billed Treehunter.  Continuing a little further on, we also 
found a displaying male Crested Oropendola, a species that on the previous trip had escaped our lenses, but this time did 
not. A little while later, some distinctive whistles drew our attention to a White-breasted Wood-Wren too.  Despite some 
attempts to photograph it, we had to settle for just being able to observe it. 
 

 
 

Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher in Podocarpus National Park (Alex Luna) 
 
 
Upon reaching the headquarters of this protected area, in a small clearing, a black bird flew over us, and posed a few 
meters away.  We could see that it was Amazonian Umbrellabird, and we had just enough time to focus our cameras on 
it.  Meanwhile, a small flock was forming, in which we saw and photographed some species like Foothill Elaenia, Yellow-
olive Flycatcher and Spotted Tanager. Then from there, we went in search of Orange-crested Flycatcher, finding an 
individual near a small waterfall; although we made an effort to photograph it, we had to settle for just observing it. When 
our attempt to photograph it failed, we went to another of the waterfalls in the park.  On the way, the chips of a Green 
Hermit stopped us, and it took a few minutes to find it and photograph it in the middle of the dense undergrowth. On the 
trail to the waterfall, we saw a species that quickly became the bird of the day, Ecuadorian Piedtail (photo next page) 
which is usually difficult to photograph, but this day things were different and great photographs were taken. Back at the 
hotel for lunch, the subtle song of White-breasted Wood-Wren  tortured us again, the same one that almost caused us a 
headache from before and once again we could not get ourselves a photograph of this notoriously furtive species. 
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Ecuadorian Piedtail at Podocarpus National Park (Warren Thompson) 
 
 
 
After lunch, we planned to walk around the lodge, but for the first time on the tour, rain stopped us and we stayed at the 
hotel's feeders instead.  Although it did not seem that it would be so productive, Alex was wrong since we added to our 
list a bunch of birds that visited the banana feeders such as Golden-eared, Golden and Green-and-Gold Tanagers, Buff-
throated Saltator, Russet-backed Oropendola, Sickled-winged Guan, and at the hummingbird feeders, species like Gray-
chinned Hermit,  Many-spotted Hummingbird, Fork-tailed Woodnymph, and Red-crested Finch and Orange-billed 
Sparrow coming to eat corn too. 
 
After the rain stopped, we took a relatively short, but quite steep, hike up to the high area of the hotel's reserve in order 
to search for Blackish Nightjar (photo next page). While we walked up, the nightjar noticed us and flew away before we 
had the opportunity to look at it, so we decided to climb a little further up, to another roost site. Our local guide warned 
us about the steepness of the trail, but our ambition to see it was more intense, so we began to climb up the path all the 
same. However, upon reaching the second point, this bird also detected us and flew away. We thought we were going to 
have to be content with just seeing only its eggs at this stage.  We returned a little disappointed, sneaking up to check out 
the first roost (since they usually return to the same place). However, on this occasion, we were able to spot it first and 
avoid flushing it.  The bird was well-camouflaged, but we managed decent photos, nonetheless. 
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Another spectacular tanager of the eastern foothills: Orange-eared Tanager (Alex Luna) 
 

 
       Blackish Nightjar nesting on the grounds of Copalinga Lodge (Alex Luna) 
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Day 7: 5th September – Copalinga to Tapichalaca 
 
After spending two days in this part of Zamora province, on this day we moved to Tapichalaca Reserve, located in the 
upper part of the Valladolid-Tapichalaca river basin, which is the home to the rare and local Jocotoco Antpitta, the main 
target bird at that site. However, before going to Tapichalaca, we made several stops along the way, starting on the 
famous Old Loja-Zamora Road, a place that was undoubtedly very productive in terms of photos. At the first stop, a small 
flock gave us some species such as the beautiful Black-faced Dacnis, Blue-necked and Spotted Tanagers and Green-
fronted Lancebill. Later, driving a few miles further on, we found Ecuadorian Tyrannulet (photo below)  and a couple of 
Lafresnaye's Piculets were probably the best photos of this morning. However, Streaked Xenops and Guira Tanager were 
the ones which made us work the most. Still, the opposite happened with a Red-crested Finch that posed for a long time 
for us. 
 

Ecuadorian Tyrannulet near the town of Zamora (Warren Thompson) 
 
Once we had enjoyed a few hours on this road, we headed to our next stop, Vilcabamba, a place famous for having the 
most Centenarian Ecuadorians. However, the real purpose of our visit was to locate an Elegant Crescentchest. It was seen 
but never stayed in place for a photo, which is fairly typical for that most skulking, though beautiful, of birds.  We consoled 
ourselves with photos of a wonderful Pacific Pygmy-Owl instead.  
 
After this failed photo attempt, we moved to Cerro Toledo in search of a single hummingbird, Neblina Metaltail.  
Unfortunately, only the guide saw it, and no one managed to photograph it. 
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Lafresnaye’s Piculet along the Old Loja-Zamora Road in the eastern foothills of the Andes (Alex Luna) 
 
 
 
Day 8: 6th September – Tapichalaca & Valladolid area 
 
On this day, we placed all of our expectations on a single spice that morning, the avian icon, and the reason why 
Tapichalaca reserve exists, Jocotoco Antpitta. Cold and rainy days are not a surprise at this particular site, and this day 
was no exception. Thus, we started our walk with rain falling around us. The birds did not care though, and various species 
stopped us along the trail, while we added photos of several species, such as Scaly-naped Parrot, Grass-green Tanager, 
Blue-backed Conebill, Gray-hooded Bush-tanager, Citrine Warbler, Rufous Wren, and observed other species like 
Orange-banded Flycatcher, Bluish Flowerpiercer and Pearled Treerunner.  Due to these excellent stops on the way, we 
got to the feeding spot for the antpitta a little later than planned. However, we did not have to wait long to see and 
photograph both male and female Jocotoco Antpittas (photo next page) at extremely close quarters. After fully satisfying 
ourselves with photos, we walked back towards the lodge. A couple of White-throated Quail-Dove entertained us for a 
few minutes, and continuing a bit lower, a bird call drew our attention, a Black-throated Tody-tyrant again made us pause 
to try and photograph this challengingly active bird as is sat within dense vegetation. In the end though, we managed to 
get shots. Black-crested Warbler was another bird that stopped us on our way back to the hotel, but the rain intensified, 
so we had to flee to the hotel more urgently in the end.  At the lodge itself, we photographed Mountain Wren and 
Chestnut-bellied Coronet. 
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Jocotoco Antpitta, one of Ecuador’s rarest birds, at Tapichalaca Reserve (Warren Thompson) 

 

            
White-throated Quail-Dove was also photographed in Tapichalaca (Warren Thompson) 
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For our afternoon, it was another mixture of rain and birds. In Tapichalaca Reserve, the weather was drizzly, so we decided 
to go down in elevation, and bird in the foothills around the town of Valladolid. Often, the weather at this nearby, but 
significantly lower, elevation, can be much better than higher up at Tapichalaca. This turned out to be the case, and we 
swiftly started adding birds to the list, like Yellow-bellied Elaenia, Rufous-fronted Thornbird, Social Flycatcher and Saffron 
Finch.  Marañon Thrush was our main target this afternoon, but we came up empty handed after checking several sites 
for it while experiencing frequent rainy spells. Checking a riparian area, we stumbled upon a fishing Fasciated Tiger-Heron, 
and also found Black-faced and Buff-bellied Tanagers (photo below). Already on the way back, and not yet with our main 
target bird, a group of birds stopped us again. Still, this time there was our trophy for the afternoon, Marañon Thrush, a 
group of four individuals, as well as a couple of Azara's Spinetail, which joined the afternoon list late on.  Once back at the 
feeders at the lodge, we photographed a Chestnut-capped Brushfinch and a Bearded Guan. 
 
 

 
Buff-bellied Tanager south of Valladolid (Warren Thompson) 

 
Day 9: 7th September – Tapichalaca to Jorupe 
 
This morning we woke up to perfect weather, so before leaving Tapichalaca, we made a new plan to bird more in this area 
in light of this advantageous weather change. Therefore, we spent some time birding the road between Tapichalaca and 
Valladolid. Rufous-tailed Tyrants were responsible for our first stop there. We also photographed a pair of Barred Becards. 
We also tried photographing Tawny-rumped Tyrannulet at another stop, which did not go well. However, this particular 
stop led us to a large feeding flock, which made it worthwhile. This flock held Silvery, Beryl-spangled, Orange-eared, 
Saffron-crowned, Flame-faced, and Metallic-green Tanagers, and other birds like Montane and Olivaceous 
Woodcreeper, Ash-browed Spinetail, Green-and-black Fruiteater (photo next page), Pale-edged Flycatcher, and 
Chestnut-bellied Thrush.  
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We also observed other species including, Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager, Rufous-browed Peppershrike, and Olive-
backed Woodcreeper. After this photo frenzy stopped, we moved a little further up to try to get a photo of the tyrannulet. 
However, a couple of Rufous-tailed Tyrants chased the tyrannulet away. However, we did find a pair of Cinnamon 
Flycatchers feeding their chicks, as well as a flock of Olivaceous Siskins. 
 
 

 
 

Green-and-black Fruiteater along the road below Tapichalaca (Warren Thompson) 
 
 
After this bumper morning, we moved in the direction of Jorupe. On the way, just for a few seconds, we saw a Black-and-
chestnut Eagle disappear behind the mountains. As we passed through Vilcabamba again, our egos needed to try and win 
another battle with an Elegant Crescentchest. However, the bird was seen again, but not photographable, a common 
problem with this furtive and mobile bird. Despite this being a somewhat long journey, we took time for a short detour, 
visiting a Scarlet-fronted Parakeet roost.  It was easy to find, and good photographs were obtained.  In the same location, 
we also found Long-tailed Mockingbird and White-browed Gnatcatcher.  The last stop we made during this trip was to 
photograph Plumbeous Rail, which resulted in the most humorous moment of the trip when many pictures were taken 
of domestic chickens.  Fortunately, in addition to all the chicken pictures (which were subsequently deleted), good pictures 
of the Plumbeous Rail were also taken, so no harm no fowl!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  SOUTHERN ECUADOR Custom Birding With a Camera (BwC) Tour Aug-Sept. 2021 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

20 

 

 
Scarlet-fronted Parakeets were photographed at a roost site (Warren Thompson) 

 

 
This Plumbeous Rail posed well for us! (Alex Luna) 
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Day 10: 8th September – Utuana & Jorupe 
 
Today, we set off a bit early to visit Utuana Reserve, home to a significant number of scarce birds only found in a small 
portion of the southwestern highlands in Ecuador. Our plan for this morning included taking a slight detour to the 
Sozoranga garbage dump, a site that is within the transition zone of the southwest highland cloudforest of Utuana and 
the dry forest of Jorupe. This proved to be an excellent place to start the day. As soon as we arrived and used playback of 
a pygmy-owl call, a large flock formed around us. This allowed us to take photos of many of these birds. Some of the birds 
that gathered around us included Bay-crowned Brushfinch, Peruvian (Loja) Tyrannulet (photo below), White-vented 
(Ecuadorian) Plumeleteer, Amazilia Hummingbird, Thick-billed Euphonia, Streak-necked Flycatcher, Russet-backed 
Oropendola, Three-banded Warbler, and Silvery Tanager. Mouse-colored Tyrannulet was also seen, but Black-cowled 
Saltator and Chapman's Antshrike were only heard there. 
 
 

 
Peruvian (Loja) Tyrannulet near Sozoranga (Alex Luna) 

 
After this promising start, we continued up to Utuana. In spite of the dry weather and warm temperatures (which often 
cause a drop in bird activity), Golden-rumped Euphonia was found. During a short walk, we did not add photos of any 
birds, as we could barely see a tricky Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush and heard a typically elusive Blackish Tapaculo. 
Therefore, we decided to spend the rest of the morning at the hummingbird feeders, the centrepiece attraction at the 
reserve. Our target species were the outlandish and brightly coloured Rainbow Starfrontlet, which was a regular at the 
feeders, as was Purple-throated Sunangel (photo next page), Sparkling Violetear, and Speckled Hummingbird. 
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Purple-throated Sunangel in Utuana (Alex Luna) 
 
 
For the afternoon, our original plan had been to walk around the lodge in Jorupe. However, at the last minute, we changed 
this plan and decided to bird the  El Corral Road, located in the upper part of the reserve. This area is a mixture of native 
dry forest and cropland. Once we reached 3500ft/1065m of elevation, we started walking in pursuit of a suitable location 
to photograph birds. Fasciated Wren was the first to join the afternoon list, a bird that did not give us much work to get 
it.  Unfortunately, Elegant Crescentchest though, eluded us again. Other species we added in this area were Streak-headed 
Woodcreeper, Henna Foliage-gleaner (observed but not photographed-this is one of the toughest species to photograph 
in Ecuador!), and a Chapman's Antshrike that sang so close that it became a headache for us.  After this short stop, we 
moved around, photographing other species such as Yellow-olive Flycatcher, and finally getting some decent photos of 
Fulvous-headed Pygmy-Tyrant, Tropical Parula, and a more distant Scarlet-backed Woodpecker. Almost at the end of 
the day, we listened to (and saw) one of the specialties of this area, Watkins's Antpitta that was the species of the day, 
although not the best photo of the day. 
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Tropical Parula is common around Jorupe (Alex Luna) 

 
 

 
 

White-tailed Jay was readily photographed at Jorupe! (Alex Luna) 
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Day 11: 9th September – Jorupe 
 
For this day, we spent the entire day birding around the lodge for our final day in this area. We began the morning by the 
lodge feeders, observing a Whooping Motmot, which arrived very early, with almost no light, making it impossible to get 
a photo. A few minutes later, it was a little brighter, and White-tailed Jay (photo page before), Yellow-tailed Oriole, 
Plumbeous-backed and Ecuadorian Thrushes, Rufous-headed Chachalaca, and Scrub Blackbird all arrived. After spending 
almost an hour at the feeders and having photographed most of the species that visited, it was time to walk the paths, 
searching for forest dwelling species.  
 
A few meters from the lodge, the song of a  Gray-breasted Flycatcher (photo below) alerted us to its presence, and the 
bird was incredibly close, enabling adorable photos. A little while later, the cries of an Ecuadorian Trogon stopped us 
again. It was a little far away, so we forced ourselves to call it in. Still, instead of one, at least seven males came, perching 
way up in the canopy. This caused us to climb up to the highest part of the reserve trails in order to photograph them at 
near eye level. It was an arduous hike but worth it when we located other species in the same area, like One-colored and 
Slaty Becards, Baird's Flycatcher, Collared Antshrike, and Watkins's Antpitta (photo page 25) once again.  This time, after 
several attempts, we finally managed to take some good photos of the antpitta, leaving only the blurry images of the 
previous day as a distant memory. 
 
 

 
 

Gray-breasted Flycatcher near the lodge in Jorupe (Warren Thompson) 
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Watkin’s Antpitta in Jorupe (Alex Luna) 
 
 
After such a pleasant moment, we moved on, leaving the trail, and continued along the road to try for other species; the 
melodic song of Gray-and-gold Warbler quickly revealed its position. After some unsuccessful attempts, we finally 
managed to take a few photos of that hyperactive bird, and continuing a little more, we tried again with Collared 
Antshrike, as we still lacked a picture of the female. However other species soon appeared, and we quickly got distracted 
again. This included Rufous-browed Peppershrike and Streaked Saltator, which we had previously seen, but not 
photographed. We soon changed that on this occasion. A few meters later, we found Sooty-crowned Flycatcher, which 
was the species that brought a close to our morning photography. 
 
In the afternoon we went out again, although it was still hot when we started; (not the best temperature to look for birds).  
We did though get better photos of Baird's and Sooty-crowned Flycatchers and Tropical (Tumbes) Pewee. While we were 
returning towards the lodge, the calls of a Blackish-headed Spinetail caught our attention, a rare, local, and shy species. 
It took some hard working merely seeing the spinetail, as usual, and so photos were not achieved. While we worked on 
that, we managed to find a rare species for this dry forest locality, Black-tailed Flycatcher. After this, we returned to the 
main road, finding a resting Blue Ground-Dove, as well as a beautiful Yellow-olive Flycatcher, both making it easy for us 
to take some photos of them. Almost at the end of the afternoon, Leo, one of the park rangers of the reserve, joined us 
for the remainder of the walk, and pointed out our last bird of the day, an Ecuadorian Piculet. 
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Day 12: 10th September – Jorupe to Buenavnetura  
 
On this day we left Jorupe Reserve behind us and headed to Buenaventura Reserve in the Chocó bioregion, following a 
long drive north. However, we made a slight change of plans and first diverted to Zapotillo to the south of Jorupe for the 
chance to photograph some other rare bird species. The first bird we captured with our cameras was West Peruvian Dove, 
followed by a family of Tumbes Sparrows.  We located and photographed Tumbes Hummingbird too, as well as the rare 
Tumbes Tyrant (photo below), and Croaking Ground-Dove.  We also saw a female Crimson-breasted Finch. After having 
found almost all of the birds that we had set out to see, we left in the direction of our next destination, but made an 
unexpected stop for a Fork-tailed Flycatcher along the way, which was resting on a powerline. It took off before we got 
shots, but a Savanna Hawk and Gray-breasted Martin did remain in the area for longer. While trying unsuccessfully to 
relocate the flycatcher, we managed to see some Chestnut-throated Seedeaters. After a much longer journey, we finally 
arrived in Buenaventura and stopped along the entrance road for a becard, but instead found an Ochraceous Atilla (photo 
next page) perched at eye level, one of our major target birds in the area. This was followed by a Gray-backed Hawk 
(photo next page) that flew in front of the car, making for quite the welcome to this new reserve in the cloudforest of the 
western foothills of the Andes. 
 
 

 
  

Tumbes Tyrant is rare and very local in Ecuador (Alex Luna) 
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Ochraceous Attila Buenaventura (Warren Thompson) 

 

 
Gray-backed Hawk Buenaventura (Alex Luna) 
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After arriving at the lodge, we walked to the Long-wattled Umbrellabird lek. However, we were not as lucky as with the 
previous birds, and there was no sight nor sound of that species. We photographed a tough White-throated Spadebill and 
Northern Schiffornis, and we observed other birds like Esmeraldas Antbird and Tawny-faced Gnatwren that were our 
highlights for the afternoon. We also finished with Violet-bellied Hummingbird, Green Thorntail and Green-crowned 
Brilliant at the feeders beside the lodge. 
 
Day 13: 11th September – Buenaventura  
 
For the morning of this day, one of the biggest targets was a drive uphill from the lodge, so we left early and went directly 
to the nesting place of El Oro Parakeet (photo below), an endemic species of Ecuador that is restricted to a very small 
area. To see them we needed to go up a small hill, but just before we arrived, we saw a few individuals resting about one 
hundred meters away in the distance. As we were not happy with these opp, we moved upwards for better photo 
opportunities. When we reached the top, a few of them flew just in front of us, and surprisingly landed just ten meters 
away. However, the very best images came a few minutes later when we walked up the stairs of an old house, and then 
were at the same level as the parakeets, and a barrage of photos ensued. We also got Common Chlorospingus and Blue-
and-white Swallow there too. After this photo banquet, we returned downhill, visiting the feeders in the upper part of 
the reserve, and photographing a few hummingbirds. When we were preparing to leave this place, by the parking lot, we 
found a couple of Collared Trogons (female and male) that posed for a long time, allowing us to photograph them. After 
this very productive morning, we tried to return to the lodge, but ran into some species which we photographed from the 
car. We got excellent photos of species such as the Yellow-throated Toucan and particularly of a Laughing Falcon (photo 
next page). 
 

 
Virtually the entire world range of El Oro Parakeet is in Buenaventura Reserve, where this was taken (Alex Luna) 
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Laughing Falcon in Buenaventura (Alex Luna) 
 
Once we reached the lodge, another set of hummingbird feeders awaited us, allowing us to capture images of Green 
Thorntail, Andean Emerald, White-necked Jacobin, Violet-bellied Hummingbird, Green-crowned Brilliant, Bananaquit 
and Green Honeycreeper, and the bananas attracted Collared (Pale-mandibled) Aracari and Red-masked Parakeet. 
 
After lunch, we planned to revisit the umbrellabird lek to see if we would have better luck than the day before. Before 
that though, we took a short walk down the road, photographing species like Yellow-throated and Choco Toucans, and 
Plain Xenops. While trying to catch up with a Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant, our driver came to alert us that a Long-wattled 
Umbrellabird (photo next page) was perched near the cabins! We immediately put aside all other birds, got into the van, 
and drove straight to the umbrellabird. On arrival it appeared to have departed, but thankfully returned for great photos 
a short time later. After this, there was no longer any need to return to the Lek, so we went back to the road and found 
the Plain Xenops again as well as a Gartered Trogon.  We also were able to see a White-bearded Manakin, Bay Wren, 
and a female Black-crowned Antshrike.  A Southern Rough-winged Swallow was also photographed. For this night, we 
had prepared a “present” for Lisa (as she is an owl lover) to look for the regular Black-and-white Owl around the lodge.  
Although that morning we had tried without success; on this night, the owl was there, and allowed great photos to be 
taken. 
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This spectacular Long-wattled Umbrellabird was photographed beside Umbrellabird Lodge (Warren Thompson) 
 
 
 
Day 14: 12th September – Buenaventura  
 
After spending two weeks touring the south of Ecuador, visiting five provinces, our final day had arrived. This was a travel 
day largely, but with a final stop at Manglares Churute on the way north to the city of Guayaquil. As usual, there was 
always more to see at Buenaventura after a two night stay, and so we took a short walk there before departing, finding 
and photographing a Black-crowned Antshrike, and Chestnut-backed Antbird, and very nearly a Rufous-fronted Wood-
Quail. Back along the road, Olivaceous Piculet came pretty close to our lenses. Gray-backed Hawk again posed for us 
(yielding better photos than on the first day), but unfortunately (and predictably) only a brief view of the Song Wren was 
had.  A Red-rumped Woodpecker was also seen and photographed.  We finally decided to leave, when, suddenly, way in 
the distance, a (Pacific) Royal Flycatcher was heard calling.  We immediately grabbed our cameras and ran to where it 
was singing, finally finding our target bird for this morning, and therefore the bird of the day. 
 
 
 
 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  SOUTHERN ECUADOR Custom Birding With a Camera (BwC) Tour Aug-Sept. 2021 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

31 

 
 

“Pacific” Royal Flycatcher a last minute save at Buenaventura (Warren Thompson) 
 
 
After a trip of almost three hours, we arrived in the afternoon at a place called La Lagartera, the perfect habitat for certain 
species that were still on our wish list for this afternoon.  A Cocoi Heron was the first to join our target list, and a little 
later we observed a group of Horned Screamers resting in the distance.  We were able to get a little closer and photograph 
one of them flying and perched.  Here, we also saw other species such as Ecuadorian Ground-Dove and Peruvian 
Meadowlark, as well as other species that were new to our lists like Pied-billed Grebe, Limpkin, Wattled Jacana, Anhinga, 
Harris's Hawk and Snail Kite. After there we moved to the La Flora trail, within the Manglares-Churute reserve.  We found 
a Jet Antbird right away but after that the activity was not the best, but we did observe Little Blue Heron and Yellow 
(Magrove) Warbler. Almost with the time of our flight upon us, we gave ourselves a little more time, added a couple more 
to the list, like Blue-blacked Grassquit and Variable and Chestnut-throated Seedeaters, before we had to head back to 
Guayaquil in earnest to end the tour. 
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Horned Screamer south of Guayaquil, near Manglares Churute,  
was one of the final birds photographed on this tour 

 (Alex Luna) 
 
 
 

 
*SEE NEXT PAGE FOR FULL CHECKLIST OF SPECIES RECORDED* 
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CHECKLISTS: 

BIRDS 

The taxonomy of the bird list follows Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and Fitzpatrick, John W. The Clements Checklist of 
Birds of the World. Cornell, 2007. This list is up to date with the major changes published by Cornell up until August 2021.  

H - INCIDATES A SPECIES THAT WAS HEARD ONLY. 
 
GO - INDICATES A SPECIES RECORDED BY THE GUIDE ONLY. 
 
TINAMOUS TINAMIDAE   
Pale-browed Tinamou Crypturellus transfasciatus  H 
SCREAMERS ANHIMIDAE   
Horned Screamer Anhima cornuta   
DUCKS, GEESE, AND SWANS ANATIDAE   
Torrent Duck Merganetta armata   
Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgica   
GUANS, CHACHALACAS, CURASSOWS CRACIDAE   
Rufous-headed Chachalaca Ortalis erythroptera   
Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata   
Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes goudotii   
PIGEONS AND DOVES COLUMBIDAE   
Rock Pigeon Columba livia   
Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis   
Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata   
Ecuadorian Ground-Dove Columbina buckleyi   
Croaking Ground-Dove Columbina cruziana   
Blue Ground-Dove Claravis pretiosa   
White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi   
West Peruvian Dove Zenaida meloda   
Gray-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla   
White-throated Quail-Dove Zentrygon frenata   
Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata   
CUCKOOS CUCULIDAE   
Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris   
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani   
Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana   
NIGHTJARS CAPRIMULGIDAE   
Blackish Nightjar Nyctipolus nigrescens   
SWIFTS APODIDAE   
White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris   
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Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyura   
Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift Panyptila cayennensis   
HUMMINGBIRDS TROCHILIDAE   
White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora   
Green Hermit Phaethornis guy   
Gray-chinned Hermit Phaethornis griseogularis   
Green-fronted Lancebill Doryfera ludovicae   
Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans   
Amethyst-throated Sunangel Heliangelus amethysticollis   
Purple-throated Sunangel Heliangelus viola   
Green Thorntail Discosura conversii   
Spangled Coquette Lophornis stictolophus   
Ecuadorian Piedtail Phlogophilus hemileucurus   
Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys   
Blue-throated Hillstar Oreotrochilus cyanolaemus   
Black-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia victoriae   
Blue-mantled Thornbill Chalcostigma stanleyi   
Rainbow-bearded Thornbill Chalcostigma herrani   
Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina   
Viridian Metaltail Metallura williami   
Glowing Puffleg Eriocnemis vestita   
Shining Sunbeam Aglaeactis cupripennis   
Brown Inca Coeligena wilsoni   
Collared Inca Coeligena torquata   
Rainbow Starfrontlet Coeligena iris   
Great Sapphirewing Pterophanes cyanopterus   
Booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii   
Fawn-breasted Brilliant Heliodoxa rubinoides   
Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula   
Violet-fronted Brilliant Heliodoxa leadbeateri   
Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris   
Short-tailed Woodstar Myrtis micrura   
Little Woodstar Chaetocercus bombus   
Blue-tailed Emerald Chlorostilbon mellisugus   
Violet-headed Hummingbird Klais guimeti   
White-vented Plumeleteer  Chalybura buffonii intermedia   
Crowned  Woodnymph Thalurania colombica verticeps   
Fork-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania furcata   
Many-spotted Hummingbird Taphrospilus hypostictus   
Tumbes Hummingbird Leucippus baeri   
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Amazilia Hummingbird Amazilis amazilia   
Andean Emerald Uranomitra franciae   
Glittering-throated Emerald Chionomesa fimbriata   
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl   
Golden-tailed Sapphire Chrysuronia oenone   
Violet-bellied Hummingbird Chlorestes julie   
RAILS, GALLINULES, COOTS RALLIDAE   
Blackish Rail Pardirallus nigricans  H 
Plumbeous Rail Pardirallus sanguinolentus   
Chestnut-headed Crake Anurolimnas castaneiceps  H 
Recurvirostridae (Stilts ad Avocets)     
Black-necked Stilt     
SANDPIPERS SCOLOPACIDAE   
Jameson's (Andean) Snipe Gallinago jamesoni   
Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor   
Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes   
GULLS, TERNS, & SKIMMERS LARIDAE   
Andean Gull Chroicocephalus serranus   
HERONS, EGRETS, BITTERNS ARDEIDAE   
Fasciated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma fasciatum   
Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi   
Great Egret Ardea alba   
Snowy Egret Egretta thula   
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   
NEW WORLD VULTURES CATHARTIDAE   
Andean Condor Vultur gryphus   
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus   
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura   
HAWKS, EAGLES, KITES ACCIPITRIDAE   
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus   
Black-and-chestnut Eagle Spizaetus isidori   
Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis  GO 
Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis   
Barred Hawk Morphnarchus princeps   
Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris   
White-rumped Hawk Parabuteo leucorrhous   
Variable Hawk Geranoaetus polyosoma   
Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus   
Gray-backed Hawk Pseudastur occidentalis   
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OWLS STRIGIDAE   
Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata  H 
Andean Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium jardinii   
Peruvian Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium peruanum   
Black-and-white Owl Ciccaba nigrolineata   
TROGONS TROGONIDAE   
Golden-headed Quetzal Pharomachrus auriceps  H 
Ecuadorian Trogon Trogon mesurus   
Gartered Trogon Trogon caligatus   
Amazonian (Violaceous) Trogon Trogon ramonianus  GO 
Collared Trogon Trogon collaris   
Masked Trogon Trogon personatus  H 
MOTMOTS MOMOTIDAE   
Whooping Motmot Momotus subrufescens   
Andean Motmot Momotus aequatorialis    
KINGFISHERS ALCEDINIDAE   
Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata   
NEW WORLD BARBETS CAPITONIDAE   
Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii   
TOUCANS RAMPHASTIDAE   
Gray-breasted Mountain-Toucan Andigena hypoglauca   
Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus erythropygius   
Yellow-throated Toucan (Chestnut-mandibled) Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus swainsonii   
Choco Toucan Ramphastos brevis   
WOODPECKERS PICIDAE   
Lafresnaye's Piculet Picumnus lafresnayi   
Ecuadorian Piculet Picumnus sclateri   
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus   
Little Woodpecker Dryobates passerinus   
Scarlet-backed Woodpecker Dryobates callonotus   
Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus   
Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus   
Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Colaptes rivolii   
FALCONS AND CARACARAS FALCONIDAE   
Mountain Caracara Phalcoboenus megalopterus   
Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans   
American Kestrel Falco sparverius   
PARROTS PSITTACIDAE   
Gray-cheeked Parakeet Brotogeris pyrrhoptera  H 
Bronze-winged Parrot Pionus chalcopterus   
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Scaly-naped Parrot Amazona mercenarius   
El Oro Parakeet  Pyrrhura orcesi   
White-necked Parakeet Pyrrhura albipectus   
Goldem-plumed Parakeet Leptosittaca branickii  H 
Scarlet-fronted Parakeet Psittacara wagleri   
Red-masked Parakeet Psittacara erythrogenys   
TYPICAL ANTBIRDS THAMNOPHILIDAE   
Chapman Antshrike Thamnophilus zarumae   
Collared Antshrike Thamnophilus bernardi   
Black-crowned  Antshrike Thamnophilus atrinucha   
Yellow-breasted Antwren Herpsilochmus axillaris  H 
Chestnut-backed Antbird Poliocrania exsul   
Esmeraldas Antbird Sipia nigricauda  H 
MELANOPAREIIDAE CONOPOPHAGIDAE   
Elegant Crescentchest Melanopareia elegans   
ANTPITTAS GRALLARIIDAE   
Chestnut-crowned Antpitta Grallaria ruficapilla  H 
Watkin's  Antpitta Grallaria watkinsi   
Jocotoco Antpitta Grallaria ridgelyi   
Chestnut-naped Antpitta Grallaria nuchalis  H 
Tawny Antpitta Grallaria quitensis  H 
Slate-crowned Antpitta Grallaricula nana   
TAPACULOS RHINOCRYPTIDAE   
Blackish (Unicolored) Tapaculo Scytalopus latrans  H 
Long-tailed (Eq. Rufous-vented) Tapaculo Scytalopus micropterus  H 
(Northern) White-crowned Tapaculo Scytalopus atratus  H 
ChusqueaTapaculo Scytalopus parkeri  H 
Paramo Tapaculo Scytalopus opacus  H 
OVENBIRDS & WOODCREEPERS FURNARIIDAE   
Olivaceous Woodcreeper  Sittasomus griseicapillus    
Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa   
Strong-billed Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus   
Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus guttatoides   
Spotted Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus erythropygius   
Olive-backed Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus triangularis   
Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii   
Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger   
Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans   
Pale-legged (Pacific) Hornero Furnarius leucopus cinnamomeus   
Rufous-tailed Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia ruficaudata   
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Henna-hooded Foliage-gleaner Clibanornis erythrocephalus   
Black-billed Treehunter Thripadectes melanorhynchus  H 
Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger   
Rufous-fronted Thornbird Phacellodomus rufifrons   
Many-striped Canastero Asthenes flammulata   
Mouse-colored Thistletail Asthenes griseomurina   
Ash-browed Spinetail Cranioleuca curtata   
Line-cheeked Spinetail Cranioleuca antisiensis   
Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae   
Blackish-headed Spinetail Synallaxis tithys   
MANAKINS PIPRIDAE   
White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus   
COTINGAS COTINGIDAE   
Green-and-black Fruiteater Pipreola riefferii   
Barred Fruiteater Pipreola arcuata   
Red-crested Cotinga Ampelion rubrocristatus   
Amazonian Umbrellabird Cephalopterus ornatus   
Long-wattled Umbrellabird Cephalopterus penduliger   
TITYRAS AND ALLIES TITYRIDAE   
Northern (Thrush-like) Schiffornis Schiffornis veraepacis rosenbergi   
Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor   
Slaty Becard Pachyramphus spodiurus   
One-colored Becard Pachyramphus homochrous   
SHARPBIL, ROYAL FLYCATCHER AND ALLIES OXYRUNCIDAE    
 Royal Flycatcher Onychorhynchus coronatus   
Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher Terenotriccus erythrurus   
Black-tailed Flycatcher Myiobius atricaudus   
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS TYRANNIDAE   
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum   
White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys   
Rufous-winged Tyrannulet Mecocerculus calopterus   
Mouse-colored Tyrannulet (tumbesian) Phaeomyias murina tumbezana   
Yellow Tyrannulet Capsiempis flaveola   
Foothill Elaenia Myiopagis olallai   
Pacific Elaenia Myiopagis subplacens   
Mottle-backed Elaenia Elaenia gigas   
Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster   
White-crested Elaenia Elaenia albiceps   
Olive-striped Flycatcher Mionectes olivaceus   
Ecuadorian Tyrannulet Phylloscartes gualaquizae   
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Tawny-rumped Tyrannulet Phyllomyias uropygialis   
Plumbeous-crowned Tyrannulet Phyllomyias plumbeiceps   
Peruvian Tyrannulet Zimmerius viridiflavus   
Ornate Flycatcher Myiotriccus ornatus   
Orange-banded Flycatcher Nephelomyias pulcher   
Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus   
Brownish Twistwing Cnipodectes subbrunneus   
Yellow-olive Flycatcher (Flatbill) Tolmomyias sulphurescen   
Yellow-breasted Flycatcher Tolmomyias flaviventris   
White-throated Spadebill Platyrinchus mystaceus   
Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus   
Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea   
Handsome Flycatcher Nephelomyias pulcher   
Flavescent Flycatcher Myiophobus flavicans   
Orange-crested Flycatcher Myiophobus phoenicomitra   
Bran-colored Flycatcher Myiophobus fasciatus   
Gray-breasted Flycatcher Lathrotriccus griseipectus   
Tropical Pewee Contopus cinereus punensis   
Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans   
Rufous-tailed Tyrant Knipolegus poecilurus   
Plain-capped (Páramo) Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola alpinus   
Black-billed Shrike-Tyrant Agriornis montanus   
Smoky Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes fumigatus   
Crowned Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca frontalis   
Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca fumicolor   
Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus   
Ochraceous Attila Attila torridus   
Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer   
Sooty-crowned Flycatcher Myiarchus phaeocephalus   
Pale-edged Flycatcher Myiarchus cephalotes   
Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua   
Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis   
Gray-capped Flycatcher Myiozetetes granadensis   
Golden-crowned Flycatcher Myiodynastes chrysocephalus   
Baird's Flycatcher Myiodynastes bairdii   
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus   
VIREOS AND ALLIES VIREONIDAE   
Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis   
Olivaceous Greenlet Hylophilus olivaceus   
Lemon-chested Greenlet Hylophilus thoracicus   
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Lesser Greenlet Pachysylvia decurtata   
Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys   
CROWS, JAYS, AND MAGPIES CORVIDAE   
Green (Inca) Jay Cyanocorax yncas yncas   
White-tailed Jay Cyanocorax mystacalis   
SWALLOWS HIRUNDINIDAE   
Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca   
Brown-bellied Swallow Orochelidon murina   
Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis   
Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea   
GNATCATCHERS POLIOPTILIDAE   
Tawny-faced Gnatwren Microbates cinereiventris   
Tropical Gnatcatcher Polioptila plumbea   
WRENS TROGLODYTIDAE   
Scaly-breasted (Southern Nightingale) Wren Microcerculus marginatus   
House Wren Troglodytes aedon   
Mountain Wren Troglodytes solstitialis   
Grass (Sedge ) Wren Cistothorus platensis aequatorialis   
Fasciated Wren Campylorhynchus fasciatus   
Whiskered Wren Pheugopedius mystacalis   
Speckled-breasted Wren Pheugopedius sclateri   
Bay Wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus   
White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucosticta   
Song Wren Cyphorhinus phaeocephalus   
DIPPERS CINCLIDAE   
White-capped Dipper Cinclus leucocephalus   
MOCKINGBIRDS AND THRASHERS MIMIDAE   
Long-tailed Mockingbird Mimus longicaudatus   
THRUSHES AND ALLIES TURDIDAE   
Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides   
Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus fuscater   
Ecuadorian Thrush Turdus maculirostris   
Plumbeous-backed Thrush Turdus reevei   
Marañon Thrush Turdus maranonicus   
Chestnut-bellied Thrush Turdus fulviventris   
Great Thrush Turdus fuscater   
Chiguanco Thrush Turdus chiguanco   
SISKINS AND ALLIES FRINGILLIDAE   
Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris   
Golden-rumped Euphonia Euphonia cyanocephala   
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Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster   
Olivaceous Siskin Spinus olivaceus   
SPARROWS AND ALLIES PASSERELLIDAE    
Yellow-throated Chlorospingus (Bush-Tanager) Chlorospingus flavigularis   
Short-billed Chlorospingus (Yellow-whiskered Bush-Tanager) Chlorospingus parvirostris   
Common Chlorospingus (Bush-Tanager) Chlorospingus flavopectus   
Tumbes Sparrow Rhynchospiza stolzmanni   
Gray-browed (Stripe-headed) Brushfinch Arremon assimilis   
Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris   
Black-capped Sparrow Arremon abeillei   
Chestnut-capped Brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha   
Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis   
Yellow-breasted (Rufous-naped) Brushfinch Atlapetes latinuchus   
Pale-headed Brushfinch Atlapetes pallidiceps   
Bay-crowned Brushfinch Atlapetes seebohmi   
TROUPIALS AND ALLIES ICTERIDAE   
Peruvian Meadowlark  Leistes bellicosus   
Yellow-billed Cacique Amblycercus holosericeus   
Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons   
Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus   
White-edged Oriole Icterus graceannae   
Yellow-tailed Oriole Icterus mesomelas   
Scrub Blackbird Dives warczewiczi   
NEW WORLD WARBLERS PARULIDAE   
Masked (Black-lored) Yellowthroat Geothlypis aequinoctialis auricularis   
Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi   
Three-banded Warbler Basileuterus trifasciatus   
Citrine Warbler Myiothlypis luteoviridis   
Black-crested Warbler Myiothlypis nigrocristata   
Gray and Gold  Warbler Myiothlypis fraseri   
Russet-crowned Warbler Myiothlypis coronata   
Slate-throated Redstart (Whitestart) Myioborus miniatus   
Spectacled Redstart (Whitestart) Myioborus melanocephalus   
GROSBEAKS AND ALLIES CARDINALIDAE   
Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava   
Golden (Southern Yellow) Grosbeak Pheucticus chrysogaster   
Blue-black Grosbeak Cyanoloxia cyanoides   
TANAGERS AND ALLIES THRAUPIDAE   
Black-faced Taager Schistochlamys melanopis   
White-shouldered Tanager Loriotus luctuosus   



Tropical Birding Trip Report  SOUTHERN ECUADOR Custom Birding With a Camera (BwC) Tour Aug-Sept. 2021 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-9110                     info@tropicalbirding.com     		
 

42 

Flame-rumped (Lemon-rumped) Tanager Ramphocelus flammigerus icteronotus   
Grass-green Tanager Chlorornis riefferii   
Lacrimose Mountain Tanager Anisognathus lacrymosus   
Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager Anisognathus igniventris   
Blue-winged Mountain Tanager Anisognathus somptuosus   
Golden-crowned Tanager Iridosornis rufivertex   
Orange-eared Tanager Chlorochrysa calliparaea   
Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus   
Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum   
Spotted Tanager Ixothraupis punctata   
Silvery Tanager Stilpnia viridicollis   
Blue-necked Tanager Stilpnia cyanicollis   
Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis   
Metallic-green Tanager Tangara labradorides   
Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensis   
Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola   
Golden-eared Tanager Tangara chrysotis   
Saffron-crowned Tanager Tangara xanthocephala   
Flame-faced Tanager Tangara parzudakii   
Green-and-gold Tanager Tangara schrankii   
Golden Tanager Tangara arthus   
Silver-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala   
Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata lineata   
Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana   
Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus   
Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza   
Guira Tanager Hemithraupis guira   
Blue-backed Conebill Conirostrum sitticolor   
Glossy Flowerpiercer Diglossa lafresnayii   
White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera   
Deep-blue (Golden-eyed) Flowerpiercer Diglossa glauca   
Bluish Flowerpiercer Diglossa caerulescens   
Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea   
Tit-like Dacnis Xenodacnis parina   
Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola   
Chestnut-bellied Seedeater Sporophila castaneiventris   
Black-billed Seed-Finch Sporophila atrirostris   
Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina   
Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis   
Red-crested Finch Coryphospingus cucullatus   
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Crimson-breasted Finch Rhodospingus cruentus   
Bananaquit Coereba flaveola   
Dull-colored Grassquit Asemospiza obscura   
Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus   
Streaked Saltator Saltator striatipectus   
Slate-colored Grosbeak Saltator grossus   

 

MAMMALS 

SQUIRRELS SCIURIDAE 
Red-tailed Squirrel  Sciurus granatensis 
Guayaquil Squirrel  Sciurus stramineus 
AGOUTIS DASYPROCTIDAE 
Black Agouti  Dasyprocta fuliginosa 
RACCOONS, COATIS, OLINGOS, ETC. PROCYONIDAE 
South American Coati  Nasua nasua 
	


