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Namibia & Botswana 
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31st July – 16th August, 2010 

 

Tour leaders: Josh Engel & Charley Hesse 
Report by Charley Hesse.   Photos by Josh Engel & Charley Hesse. 

 

 
 

This trip produced highlights too numerous to list. We saw virtually all of the specialties we sought, 
including escarpment specialties like Rockrunner, White-tailed Shrike, Hartlaub‟s Francolin, Herero Chat 
and Violet Wood-hoopoe and desert specialties like Dune and Gray‟s Larks and Rueppell‟s Korhaan.  We 
cleaned up on Kalahari specialties, and added bonuses like Bare-cheeked and Black-faced Babblers, while 
also virtually cleaning up on swamp specialties, like Pel‟s Fishing-Owl and Rufous-bellied Heron and Slaty 
Egret.  Of course, with over 40 species seen, mammals provided many memorable experiences as well, 
including a lioness catching a warthog at one of Etosha‟s waterholes, only to have it stolen away by a male.  
Elsewhere, we saw a herd of Hartmann‟s Mountain Zebras in the rocky highlands Bat-eared Foxes in the 
flat Namib desert on the way to the coast; otters feeding in front of our lodge in Botswana; a herd of Sable 
Antelope racing in front of the car in Mahango Game Reserve.  This trip is also among the best for non-
animal highlights, and we stayed at varied and wonderful lodges, eating delicious local food and meeting 
many interesting people along the way. 
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The rarely seen arboreal Acacia Rat (Thallomys) gnaws on the bark of Acacia trees (Charley Hesse). 

 

31st July 
After meeting our group at the airport, we drove into Nambia‟s capital, Windhoek, seeing several interesting 
birds and mammals along the way. A smart-looking pair of Pied Crows welcomed us as we pulled out of 
the airport and no sooner had we set off along the road, we pulled off to look at some interesting White-
backed Mousebirds hanging upside-down in some bushes to sunbathe. Further on we stopped to look at 
some large groups of Chacma Baboons by the side of the road. Josh went to check us in whilst we hung 
out in the car park and started to check off birds. Immediately we began seeing some common birds like 
African Red-eyed Bulbul, Chestnut-vented Tit-Babbler, the diminutive Yellow-bellied Eremomela 
visiting flowers, the white-bellied Marico Flycatcher, an attractive female Pririt Batis and several Cape 
Wagtails with their smart V-necked sweaters on. The most popular bird though was a gorgeous male 
Marico Sunbird that when seen in good light showed off its metallic green upper and its deep purple 
breast band. We moved around the back of the reception building and found a close range Pale Chanting-
Goshawk and flashes of the incredible Crimson-breasted Shrike, with more distant scope views of Black-
shouldered Kite and Acacia Pied Barbet. 
 

After settling into our rooms many people in the group joined us for a short stroll in the grounds of the hotel. 
Almost immediately we saw some small Burnt-necked Eremomelas feeding in the Acacia trees outside 
our room. A little further, several Red-billed Spurfowl scratching in the dust by the roadside, seemingly 
unperturbed by our presence, and a Yellow Mongoose shot across the road. We had fly-overs of Rock 
Martin, several Cape Glossy Starlings and even a pair of Egyptian Geese on their way to roost. We 
admired the woven nests of the White-browed Sparrow-Weaver, a good deal scruffier than the neat ones 
of the Southern Masked-Weavers we had seen by reception. A non-breeding plumage Dusky Sunbird 
fed on some flowers nearby and we finally tracked down a handsome Bearded Woodpecker which poked 
its head out from behind a distant branch. After turning round to head back I spotted a movement in a tree 
and we saw an arboreal rodent which we later discovered to be an Acacia Rat. A rarely seen mammal. 
After taking some time to relax in our rooms, we reconvened for a delicious buffet dinner and went through 
our surprisingly long list for such a short amount of time spent birding. 
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The Common Scimitarbill makes good use of its bill to probe cavities (Josh Engel). 

 

1st August 
After a filling buffet breakfast we climbed into the vans and drove the 30 minutes to the nearby Daan Viljoen 
Game Reserve. This is the closest place to Windhoek to see big game and it also holds some interesting 
Kalahari birds. Even before entering we had spotted more Red-billed Spurfowl by the roadside, Great 
Sparrow and even a large Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver. We entered a loop road where the paved road 
stopped and its place taken by an undulating and good deal rougher dirt road. Along here we stopped 
frequently, each time adding more new birds and mammals for the trip. Our first stop was for the huge 
Greater Kudu, Africa‟s second largest antelope. We saw a small herd of the impressive animals running 
down the valley. Successive stops added Blue Wildebeest, Red Hartebeest, Giraffe and Warthog to our 
mammal list, while birds seen early on included several attractive species like Short-toed Rock-Thrush, 
Purple Roller and Common Scimitar-bill with its long curved bill which it used to pry insects out of the 
bark, African Grey Hornbills which frustratingly moved every few seconds defying our attempts to get 
them in our scopes, and our first lark of the trip, the Sabota Lark. 
 

We continued our very successful clean-up of mammals with the attractively patterned Southern Oryx, or 
Gemsbok, a solitary Springbok and a pack of Black-backed Jackals which crossed in front of one of the 
vehicles and continued up the hill. Our progress was gladly hindered by more and more birds and we only 
seemed to make it about 100 yards before we all had to pile back out of the vehicles to see more great 
birds. One particularly productive stop we were surrounded by Cardinal Woodpecker, Barred Wren- 
Warbler, Ashy Tit and Red-headed Finch, and we were left not knowing what to look at first. Not 
everybody saw a soaring Rock Kestrel which was a mere dot in the sky and only a few people spotted the 
long-necked Red-crested Korhaan from the window before it disappeared from sight. Singing Black-
chested Prinias took a little coaxing and a Long-billed Pipit well-camouflaged against the road took a 
while to reveal itself to the group. The last mammal we were keen to see was the Hartmann's Mountain 
Zebra, an endangered endemic to the region. We finally spotted one on a distant hillside towards the end of 
the loop road. Some additional cheeky Chacma Baboons eyed us from some rocks as we descended into 
the valley.  
 
We arrived at the resort which was under reconstruction. No sooner had we got out of the vehicles, when 
Josh spotted a pair each of Lappet-faced & White-backed Vultures soaring high over head. An 
unexpected bonus this early in the trip. We also had a flyby of a young Gabar Goshawk with its distinct 
white rump. We took a walk to a nearby reservoir and the roadside scrub on the way was very productive. 
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A Grey Go-away Bird flew by but perched in a tree ahead offering nice scope views and even gave us its 
wonderful “Go-away!” call. Alpine & African Palm-Swifts zipped by overhead and Groundscraper 
Thrush and Familiar Chat fed on the ground under the shade of the trees. We made slow progress as we 
were held up by more and more birds. In the roadside bushes we saw some colourful and beautifully 
patterned birds like Acacia Pied Barbet and Green-winged Pytilia along with the more subtly-colored 
Grey-backed Cameroptera and Rattling Cisticola. Many birds did not have their breeding plumage yet 
and several species like Black-throated Canary and Shaft-tailed Whydah lacked their characteristic 
features. 
 

 
The African Darter is a close relative of the Anhinga (Josh Engel). 

 

We finally arrived at the small lake and had scope views of several waterbirds, many of which had similar 
counterparts back in the US, like Little Grebe, Reed Cormorant, African Darter, Grey Heron, Red-
knobbed Coot and African Jacana. We also managed to call in a Black Crake with its bright yellow bill 
and red legs. On the walk back to the vehicle, some of us were lucky enough to see a Monteiro's Hornbill, 
which was hiding in the shade of a tree. We surrendered to the heat of the day and drove back for another 
delicious buffet at the hotel after which we had time to relax in our rooms. Before setting off in the 
afternoon, some of us managed to see the attractive Black-faced Waxbill and Yellow Canary coming in to 
drink at a sprinkler just next to the rooms. We spent the remainder of the afternoon at the Windhoek 
Sewage treatment plant. On entering, we saw hundreds of Wattled Starlings flocking around the settling 
ponds. They obviously didn‟t mind the smell. We made our way quickly to the back of the facility, seeing a 
Yellow Mongoose on the way. 
 
Here, the more natural pools didn‟t smell nearly as bad and were full of interesting waterbirds. The first pool 
we stopped at had the huge Great White Pelican along with countless Egyptian Geese, South African 
Shelduck and a variety of other waterbirds including a nice Three-banded Plover. A second pond had 
numerous White-breasted Cormorants, African Sacred Ibis and Blacksmith Lapwing around the edge 
of the water with Black-headed Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron and the unique Hamerkop roosting 
in the surrounding trees. A further pond was great for ducks and we had a quick workshop on comparing 
Southern Pochard, Cape & Red-billed Teals. On one final pond we had our best views of Hottentot Teal 
along with scope views or Osprey, Black-shouldered Kite and a distant Brown Snake-Eagle perched on 
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a huge electricity pylon in the distance. We returned to Arebbusch for drinks and another buffet dinner and 
went through our large day list. 
 

 
We were lucky to see the nocturnal Bat-eared Fox during the day (Charley Hesse). 

 

2nd August 
Today was our long drive to Swakopmund on the coast. Instead of taking the new paved highway, we 
decided to take the C28; a winding dirt road through the mountains that went through much better habitat 
and promised some pretty exciting birds and mammals as well as stunning scenery. We woke early and 
packed the vehicles with military efficiency and after another nice breakfast, set off. We drove along 
keeping our eyes open for concentrations of birds. One such place was a group of open fields where we 
saw thousands of birds flocking together. On closer inspection, we saw this was a huge mixed flock of Red-
billed Queleas and Shaft-tailed Whydahs. Unfortunately not yet in breeding plumage. Other birds nearby 
that we managed to get in the scope were Ant-eating Chat, Short-toed Rock-Thrush, the dapper 
Mountain Wheatear and Great Sparrow. On inspecting a Rock Kestrel, Janet spotted a beautiful Lilac-
breasted Roller in the distance but it was at a later stop that we had one right next to the road that posed 
for a great photo opportunity. 
 

Further on we had pair of Lanner Falcons and stopping at a bridge over a dry river still with a some 
standing water we saw many Little Swifts flying over head and our first Rock Hyraxes of the trip. A group 
of Southern Yellow-billed & Monteiro's Hornbills flushed from the side of the road gave good views in 
flight but refused to perch for us, as did a large group of Grey Go-away Birds. One particularly productive 
stop was where we spotted some Pale Chanting Goshawks and got out for better looks to find the nearby 
bushes filled with some great birds like Scaly-feathered Finch, Violet-eared Waxbill, Red-headed Finch 
and Kalahari Scrub-Robin. We heard the gorgeous Rosy-faced Lovebird and managed to get the scope 
on a group in the distance. We all piled back in but only got 100 yards before we spotted the escarpment 
endemic White-tailed Shrike.  An important species for the trip and somewhat of a taxonomic enigma. 
Now thought to be closer to the batises than the shrikes. Also present were our first Common Fiscal, the 
arid southwest African race with a white eyebrow, and Cape Glossy & Pale-winged Starlings in the 
distance. 
 
We did well for mammals too, with many Chacma Baboons, Greater Kudu and Gemsbok at a scenic 
photo stop, an interesting Klipspringer, and a rare treat of a herd of over 20 Hartmann's Mountain Zebra 
which crossed the road ahead of us and galloped up the hill. A real difference from the docile animals in 
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game parks that we had seen thus far. We stopped at the Boshua Pass (5200ft) half way for lunch and 
sprawled out in the rocks in the midday sun, enjoying the spectacular scenery. An Augur Buzard gave us 
a close flyby to keep us entertained. From here we changed the front car, dipped over the edge of the 
escarpment and began to lose altitude rapidly. As we progressed downwards, the vegetation became lower 
and the land drier. The birds changed and we started to get things like Karoo Chat and Chat Flycatcher. 
We also found the diminutive Steenbuck with its huge ears. We spotted a long neck protruding from the 
grass and found a nice pair of Ruppell's Korhaans at close range. We were to see this restricted range 
but locally common species many more times as we passed into drier habitats. A female Namaqua 
Sandgrouse gave us a hard time trying to ID it but we found a flock a little lower with some beautiful males. 
 
Raptors were in evidence and Bill & Mary excelled themselves spotting distant Verreaux's & Martial 
Eagles. Dark and light morph Booted Eagle were much closer and gave us a nice flyover. A nice Greater 
Kestrel was also seen on top of a tree lower down. The bushes and trees had now changed into an open 
plain dotted by many Springbok with the occasional large tree with huge Sociable Weaver nests in it. We 
stopped to look at some South African Ground Squirrel, a single Warthog and also spotted some larks 
which after much consternation turned out to be Spike-heeled & Gray's Lark. The increasingly stark 
environment held fewer and fewer birds, only an odd Cape Crow and comical groups of Common 
Ostriches out jogging. We did however have a rare treat in the form of many Bat-eared Foxes, already out 
hunting in the late afternoon. A single Black-backed Jackal showed as well and our final treat were some 
Meerkats. A highlight for some. We continued our drive as it got dark and we crossed the remainder of the 
Namib Desert to Swakopmund. 
 

 
Ruppell’s Korhaans prefer dry open habitats (Charley Hesse). 

 

3rd August 
The plan this morning was to try for the only Namibian geopolitical endemic bird species, the Dune Lark. 
We had to leave early and got breakfast to go. As we drank coffee outside a nearby bakery, we saw our 
first bird of the day, a Hartlaub's Gull, endemic to the cold Benguela current, perched on top of a street 
lamp. We drove along the coast then cut inland and took a dirt road out to the dry Kuiseb River bed and the 
edge of a spectacular sea of dunes. One person asked, “What‟s beyond the dunes?” and we replied, “More 
dunes”. As we crossed the riverbed to the Dune Lark site, we notice a black speck up on one of the dunes. 
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On closer inspection with the scopes, we found this to be a beautiful Black-chested Snake-Eagle. Our first 
time to see it on the ground. As we neared the site, the odd Namaqua Dove zipped quickly by, some Rock 
Martins circled and Dusky Sunbirds visited some flowering bushes. We reached the spot for the lark and 
quietly listened for its call. We walked around a bit and scanned the surrounding area without success. We 
split up a bit to scan the area and even accepted the kind offer of a local man to help us search. Finally it 
was Howard who spotted the Dune Lark and we all had fine looks. Other interesting things we saw 
included a species of ant and beetle endemic to the Namib desert. 
 

 
Dune Lark is Namibia’s only full endemic (Charley Hesse). 

 

We crossed the riverbed again and ate our packed breakfasts in the shade while watching some attractive 
Cape Sparrows coming in to drink at a leaky faucet and a Common Fiscal in a nearby bush. Crossing 
back across the desert we searched for the interesting Tractrac Chat. Living in the driest habitat of any 
Namibia bird. The back vehicle spotted one and tried to radio the front but it was already disappearing in a 
cloud of dust. Finally we got them to turn around and we all had fine looks at this very pale Namib Desert 
form of the species. We made our way back to Walvis Bay and devoted the rest of the morning to coastal 
birds. Our first stop was the beach where we had hundreds of Greater Flamingos with a few Lesser 
Flamingos mixed in. Our first Little Egret flew by and a pair of Common Greenshank looked deceptively 
small or the distant mudflats. A large group of Pied Avocets stood a short distance out and the odd Kelp 
Gull and Caspian Tern was also seen. Next we headed towards the salt works but stopped on the way at 
an area next to the bay where we spotted White-fronted Plovers. A little further we climbed a sand bank 
to scan over the mudflats and saw hundreds of Chestnut-banded Plovers feeding. A rare treat to see this 
many. Many Curlew Sandpipers were also mixed in, but many of the shorebird species were still to arrive. 
In the salt works themselves we added several Black-necked Grebes, Cape Teal at close range and 
some long-legged Black-winged Stilts. On the way back to town a distant Grey Plover. 
 

After a nice light lunch, our final stop was the yacht club where we saw several Cape Fur Seals, including 
one that had jumped aboard a departing dolphin cruise to get free fish. A local couple also strolled in with 
their tame Great White Pelican with whom we had a rather close encounter. It had a particular interest in 
the hats, trousers and even shoes which it tried to stuff in its huge mouth. Here we also had fine views of 
Grey-headed Gull, a couple of Swift Terns flew by and a single Speckled Pigeon searched for food on a 
beach. Thousands of Cape Cormorants flew by in a stream that seemed unending and we also had 
distant views of Whimbrel. On the drive back to Swakopmund we stopped at a guano platform to look for 
more cormorants and we added a single Crowned Cormorant and distant Cape Gannet plunging into the 
sea but most of the birds were absent. The rest of the afternoon we allowed time for souvenir shopping in 
the many quality handicraft stores in town.  
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Karoo Long-billed Lark (Charley Hesse) 

 

4th August 
We needed to leave extra early this morning as we had a long drive to our first birding site. The amazing 
Spitzkoppe Inselberg. Once we had turned off the highway however, we did start to see some good birds. 
The first bird of the day was a huge juvenile Martial Eagle perched not too far away. Pale Chanting-
Goshawks and Rock Kestrels were also in evidence while a pair of Ruppell's Korhaans ruffed up their 
feathers in the dawn cold. The sun rose and many of the birds became more active. A small flock of Cape 
Penduline-Tits flew in front of us, we saw Sabota, Spike-heeled & Stark's Larks by the side of the road 
and many Karoo Chats perched on posts. The highlight of the drive though was stopping at a stake out for 
the Karoo Long-billed Lark on top of a rock hillside. At the designated spot, we played the tape and a pair 
flew right in. We had fantastic views and were even treated to a variety of their interesting calls. Some 
locals came to investigate us and tried successfully at selling some of our group various pretty local stones. 
We turned off the main road and headed towards the beautiful rock formations of Spitzkoppe. Groups of 
Grey Go-away Birds and White-backed Mousebirds flew from tree to tree and some rather variable 
Mountain Wheatears perched on rocks. 
 
We drove between teo huge rocks and in the trees between we spotted some motion which turned out to 
be a gorgeous White-tailed Shrike and a pair of Layard's Tit-Babblers. The latter new for the trip and 
quite restricted in Namibia. Rock Hyraxes were everywhere, and looked curiously at us from on top of high 
rocks. 
 
As we pulled into the car park near to where we would search for the rare Herero Chat, we were greeted 
by another attractive Common Scimitar-bill. Herero Chats are near endemics to Nambia, reflected in their 
genus, Namibornis. They are only found in the trees and bushes surrounding the base of such inselbergs; 
rock outcrops isolated from the main escarpment. Walking through the bushveld, we saw several Dusky 
Sunbirds. We used the GPS to locate the exact spot where the chats had been seen on previous trips. Lo 
and behold we found a pair calling and had excellent scope views. After walking back to the vehicles 
triumphantly, we found a large number of species in the car park including a rather tame Monteiro's 
Hornbill, Pale-winged Starling, Cape Bunting and many Scaly-feathered Finches posing nicely for 
photos. 
 
We began the drive to Omaruru where we would spend the night. We had several stops along the way, 
seeing Chacma Baboons and many interesting birds. A soaring Lappet-faced Vulture, the huge Kori 
Bustard, the smartly-plumaged Northern Black Korhaan and many smaller birds like Chestnut-vented 
Tit-Babblers and Black-faced Waxbills. Just before arriving in Omaruru, we stopped at the Khan River. A 
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dry river bed flanked by large ana trees holding some exciting birds. After our packed lunch we took a short 
walk to explore along the dry river. Almost straight away, we heard the distinctive calls of the Violet 
Woodhoopoe. A gorgeous bird of just this kind of habitat. We walked closer to the calls and stopped in 
some shade with our scopes at the ready. We saw movements flying backwards and forwards behind the 
the foliage but it wasn‟t until they flew across the river bed right in front of us that we saw them in their full 
splendour. Glinting purple plumage, white wing flashes and bright red bills. Other interesting birds also vied 
for our attention. Pearl-spotted Owlet flew in to Josh‟s whistles and a Golden-tailed Woodpecker gave 
us a hard time but finally showed. Finally, the Damara Hornbill gave scope views across from us showing 
its bright red bill and white face. 
 
After settling into our rooms at the very friendly Omaruru Guest House, we enjoyed a cool welcome drink 
and watched a Lesser Honeyguide come into the birdbath for a drink. After this, half of the group took a 
short walk along another dry river bed behind the hotel where we saw more Red-billed Spurfowl, several 
African Palm-Swifts, scope views of a female Bearded Woodpecker and a wonderful family group of 
Southern Pied Babblers. So wonderful in fact we had to send news back to the others at the hotel so they 
wouldn‟t miss out. Before dinner we looked for the diminutive African Scops-Owl. We tried calling it out 
and had no luck so sat down for dinner only to have it start a few minutes later. Dinner would have to wait 
and we didn‟t give up until we finally saw it.  When we did we actually saw the pair mating! After dinner we 
took a short night drive along the gravel entry road to Erongo. We warned everybody that there was a 
chance we would see nothing and sure enough after we reached the point to turn around, we had seen 
exactly that. We tried the call of a Spotted Eagle-Owl and heard it responding in the distance but we saw 
nothing. With no great hopes for the way back we were pleasantly surprised to spot 4 species of mammals: 
a zig-zagging Scrub Hare, a road-running Black-backed Jackal, a big-eared Steenbuck and the tiny, 
small-eared Damara Dikdik. 
 

 
The Grey Go-away-bird’s name comes from its distinctive call (Josh Engel). 

 

5th August 
This morning we went back to the Khan River to look specifically for Ruppell‟s Parrot. After a short drive we 
started walking down the dry, sandy river bed and almost immediately saw a group of Red-billed Spurfowl 
scurrying by. Burchell’s Starling was common and their calls somewhat parrotlike. Grey Go-away Birds 
were fun to see as always. We made it to where a rocky outcrop bordered the riverbed. The habitat was 
suitable for Rockrunner and as soon as we tried the call we got a response. A pair hopped about on top 
and between the rocks but it took us all a while to get good views. It was joined briefly by a White-tailed 
Shrike, Black-backed Puffback and Brubru although these also departed quickly. A Lesser Honeyguide 
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hopped around in a nearby tree. We turned round as we had to start getting back for breakfast and 
optimistically kept trying the parrot calls at intervals. Finally we heard a faint reply and spotted a pair of 
Ruppell's Parrots in a tree. They were slightly obscure by branches but we got them in the scope long 
enough for a couple of people to get on them before they flew away not to be seen again. We did see a 
young Damara Dikdik and a Damara Hornbill before leaving and heading back for breakfast. 
 
After breakfast some people joined Josh in town to run errands where others who hadn‟t joined our walk 
yesterday came along to try and pick up the Southern Pied Babbler that they had missed. We tried again 
at the same spot but today they were nowhere to be seen. We did however find a very productive spot 
despite the fact that it was by now baking hot. Here we saw Chestnut-vented Tit-Babbler, Grey-backed 
Cameroptera, Rattling Cisticola, Green-winged Pytilia and Black-faced Waxbills. We also got 2 new 
birds for the trip in the form of Long-billed Crombec and Brown-crowned Tchagra before we caved in to 
the pressure to get back. We only had a short drive to Erongo Wilderness Lodge but saw a lovely 
Monteiro's Hornbill posing for a photo. The lodge was idyllic and situated actually on top of a rocky 
outcrop and surrounded by other interesting rock formations. Rock Hyraxes almost reached plague 
proportions and seemed to be sitting on top of every rock. While our bags were taken to our rooms, we 
enjoyed birding form the balcony where a variety of birds came in to feed on seed and drink from the small 
pools. Here we saw Mountain Wheatear, Pale-winged Starling, Southern Grey-headed Sparrow, 
Black-throated Canary, Cape Bunting along with the interesting Dassie Rat, a large male Greater Kudu 
and the brightly-coloured Namib Rock Agama. After a light lunch we had time to relax in our comfortable 
rooms before reconvening for more food in the early afternoon. By now Rosy-faced Lovebirds were 
visiting and an African Grey Hornbill even hit a window of the restaurant. 

 

 
African Grey Hornbill. One of the many species of hornbill at Erongo (Josh Engel) 

 

Most of us took a short afternoon walk while the others joined an organized tour to see local cave paintings. 
On our walk, we had a few common birds like Dusky Sunbird, Great Sparrow, Acacia Pied Barbet and 
several Rosy-faced Lovebirds, but the highlight was a juvenile raptor which flew right overhead and after 
some discussion we found to be African Hawk-Eagle. We headed back for sundowners and a wonderful 
sunset. The huge rocks slowly became silhouettes against the ever-darkening sky and the first stars came 
out. Erongo is a truly unique place and delight to spend time here. Before dinner we heard a Freckled 
Nightjar and managed to spotlight and scope the bird. Latecomers were disappointed. During dinner, some 
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rustling outside told us that the African Porcupines had arrived. We all got into position before putting the 
spotlight on and being treated to very close views of these prickly beasts. 
 

 
The Dassie Rat comes in to feed on seed along with its namesake at Erongo Wilderness Lodge (Josh Engel). 

 

6th August 
Several people were at the restaurant just after dawn to try and spot the very restricted Hartlaub's 
Spurfowl. Normally a very tricky species to track down, but Erongo Wilderness Lodge being one of the 
best places to see this bird. They arrived before the appointed time and we hoped that they would stick 
around until everyone arrived to see them. The light improved and we quickly realized that this was the 
photographic opportunity of the trip. Hundreds of beautiful birds in close proximity in the delightful morning 
light. Over 50 Rosy-faced Lovebirds flew down to the ground in front of us to feed on seed and they were 
interspersed with Great Sparrow, Southern Grey-headed Sparrow, an attractively barred female Green-
winged Pytilia, Black-throated Canary and Cape Bunting. The Dassie Rat also came out of its hiding 
place to join the feast while a pair of Grey Go-away Birds came in to drink at one of the ponds. Rock 
Hyraxes were everywhere and entertained us with their antics. African Grey Hornbill posed wonderfully 
for photos.  
 
Some remained at the restaurant to concentrate on photographing birds while the rest of us took a walk 
nearby to look for Carp's Black Tit. A target species that we had still not seen. A small raptor zipped by 
and perched briefly. This was the diminutive Little Sparrowhawk. A distant Pearl-spotted Owlet also 
posed for scope views while Brown-crowned Tchagra, White-tailed Shrike, Dusky Sunbird and White-
throated Canary hopped around nearby. Pretty soon, we heard a response to our tape and a striking pair 
of Carp's Black Tits flew in and gave us great views. They were into the sun and didn‟t offer great photo 
opportunities, but while the group went back for breakfast, a couple of us gave them more time and got 
some great photos. A nice Short-toed Rock-Thrush posed on the way back and we finally saw Lark-like 
Bunting. New for the trip and strangely absent thus far. After a delicious breakfast, we were taken to the 
lower car park and spotted some Klipspringers crossing in front of us. Damara Dikdik also skulked 
nearby. We loaded up the trucks and said goodbye to the wonderful staff of Erongo Wilderness. 
 
After a brief stop in Omaruru, we were on our way to the Etosha National Park. It was a long way and 
wasn‟t supposed to be a birding drive, but we ended up stopping quite a bit to see interesting things along 
the roadside. Brown Snake-Eagle perched in its favourite place, the huge electric pylons. Southern Pale 
Chanting-Goshawk, Crowned Lapwing, Lilac-breasted & Purple Rollers were all common along the 
roadside. We also added a few new species for the trip in the shape of Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Red-
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crested Korhaan, Southern White-crowned Shrike and finally Bradfield's Swift while we were filling up 
with gas. Mammals were not to be outdone and we also saw many Chacma Baboons, Warthogs and 
Steenbuck. We finally made it to Etosha and saw many Red-billed Quelea and other small birds when we 
got out for a bathroom stop. This was the last chance to get out of the car before Okaukuejo. Etosha has a 
strict policy of not getting out of the car outside the camps due to the presence of dangerous mammals. We 
carried on our drive into the park, a few spotting a distant Bateleur. 
 

 
Sociable Weavers build huge nests like cities which are sometimes shared by Pygmy Falcons (Josh Engel) 

 

We enjoyed our lunch boxes at the Okakuejo waterhole where we also saw Blacksmith Lapwing, very 
vocal African Hoopoes, Cape & Pied Crows and many Sociable Weavers. The main attraction though 
was the large concentration of big game come in to drink. We saw Giraffe, Burchell's Zebra, Greater 
Kudu, Southern Oryx, big numbers of Springbok, a few Impala and a single Blue Wildebeest. The 
highlight were 4 male Elephants tussling with each other. Two adolescent males having a pretty serious 
play fight. After lunch we left the waterhole and had a quick bathroom stop where we saw a very close 
Groundscraper Thrush before getting back in and setting off for Halali camp where we would spend the 
night. We only had to cover 75km in 3 hours, but it wasn‟t that simple as we had regular stops for great 
birds like Common Ostrich, Secretarybird, Greater Kestrel, Kori Bustard, Namaqua Sandgrouse, 
Grey-backed Sparrowlark and Desert Cisticola along with South African Ground Squirrel and Black-
backed Jackal. It was my birthday and I had requested to Josh that he found me a lifer. Sure enough he 
spotted a rare Burchell's Courser amid several more common Double-banded Coursers.  
 
We would have had plenty of time to get to Halali but one keen-eyed person in the back vehicle spotted 
something that turned out to be an African Wild Cat which we watched for some time. The front vehicle 
didn‟t hear our radio and phone calls and continued. It was sometime later when we were finally able to 
reach them and they turned round. They had been looking at a Black Rhino at a waterhole ahead which 
we started to make a bee-line for. After this, it was a direct drive with no more stopping to make it to the 
camp before they closed their gates at sundown. Northern Black Korhaans shot into the air as we passed 
in clouds of dust. We just made it and the light had already started to fade in the camp. We chatted with a 
security guard and he quickly showed us roosting Barn Owl & African Scops-Owl before they left their 
day roosts. After dinner and list, we reconvened at the floodlit waterhole where Spotted Hyaena and Black 
Rhino were drinking. A Verreaux's Eagle-Owl did its booming call in the distance accompanied by a ear-
piercing screech of the juvenile. A Scrub Hare hopped along the side of the waterhole and we hoped we 
might see the eagle-owl hunting but it was not to be. It had been an amazing day for both birds and 
mammals but we were certainly ready now for bed. 
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7th August 
Some of us were woken by a screeching sound outside out rooms. I got up to investigate to find Barn Owls 
very peturbed by an African Wild cat sat feeding on a rodent just below their roosting tree. After an early 
breakfast we did a loop drive and hit a couple of water holes on the way. We passed through a variety of 
habitats. In an area with scattered trees and bushes we saw Gabar Goshawk, Swainson's Francolin, 
Southern Yellow-billed & Red-billed Hornbills, Southern Pied Babbler, Crimson-breasted Shrike and 
Brown-crowned Tchagra along with Giraffe and Impala. At the Goas waterhole we saw several 
waterbirds, like Little Grebe, South African Shelduck, Cape Teal, Red-billed Teal and Wood Sandpiper 
with other birds coming in to drink like Secretarybird, Lanner Falcon, Kori Bustard, many Namaqua 
Doves and a brief Chestnut-backed Sparrowlark. In the adjacent bushes we found a variety of finches, 
including Red-headed Finch, some rather disappointing Long-tailed Paradise-Whydahs in non-breeding 
plumage, Cinnamon-breasted and a brief glimpse of a Golden-breasted Bunting. 
 

 
Southern  White-faced Scops Owl (Charles Hesse). 

 

Back at Halali Camp, we tracked down another security guard who knew the whereabouts of yet another 
owl. The Southern  White-faced Scops Owl and we had great looks at this delightful little bird. We also 
went back to see and photograph Barn Owl & African Scops-Owl which we had only seen in poor light. 
Before we left we also saw Violet Woodhoopoe, Wattled Starlings and some Tree Squirrels running 
round on the ground. On our drive to Okakuejo we saw Common Ostrich, Cape & Pied Crows, Lilac-
breasted & Purple Rollers, many Red-capped Larks, our first African Grassveld Pipit and some Red 
Hartebeest looking impressive against the desolate back-drop. Again we spent time at the Okaukuejo 
waterhole and were witness to staggering numbers of big game. Burchell's Zebra, Greater Kudu, 
Southern Oryx and hundreds and hundreds of Springbok. Only a single bull Elephant was present at first 
but in came more and more. We were kept very entertained by their antics. Other highlights at the 
waterhole were a Marabou Stork soaring overhead, Gabar Goshawk circling over the large flocks of 
Shaft-tailed Whydahs and also a nice view of a Brubru. 
 

In the afternoon we explored the Okandeka loop a short distance to the north. Straight away we spotted a 
couple of White-backed Vultures in a tree top. Most of the habitat was open and dry, containing species 
such as Rock & Greater Kestrels, Northern Black Korhaan, Double-banded Courser, Namaqua 
Sandgrouse, Spike-heeled, Pink-billed & Grey-backed Sparrow-larks and Anteating Chat along with 
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South African Ground Squirrel and Yellow Mongoose. A Black-backed Jackal also tried to find shade 
under small bush right next to the road. Some areas had trees and huge Sociable Weaver nests. African 
Pygmy Falcons are known to share their nests so we tried calling one in and within seconds a very angry 
bird had showed up calling loudly. We reached Okandeka and found several cars parked and waiting for 
some action. Lions are rather boring to watch when sleeping, which they do an inordinate amount of time. 
We checked a water hole just near the entrance and spotted a large Lanner Falcon perched in a dead tree 
before leaving the park for a night to stay at the wonderful Etosha Safari Lodge. We checked in and walked 
straight out to a platform with an amazing view. A cool breeze was blowing and we gazed up at the stars 
before enjoying a delicious buffet dinner and some local singing.   
 

 
An Orange River Francolin calling at dawn (Josh Engel) 

 

8th August 
We met early at the platform to go for a walk but there were so many good birds there that we never left. 
Early on we heard Orange River Francolin and a large group walked by just below us, stopping to take a 
drink before continuing on, giving their loud calls intermittently. Helmeted Guineafowl also came to drink 
and lined up along the water‟s edge, looking more like crowded battery chickens. A Damara Dikdik also 
came very close to us on the trail, passing just a few feet away. The nearby trees were filled with Chestnut 
Weavers, most very plain-looking but 1 or 2 individuals starting to colour up. They were joined by Red-
billed Quelea, Golden-breasted & many Cinnamon-breasted Buntings. We identified distant Shikra, 
Long-billed Crombec, White-crested Helmetshrike and an Augur Buzzard flew by in the lovely morning 
light. There were many hornbills around. African Grey & Monteiro's flew by below but an aggressive 
Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill flew repeatedly into a window attacking its own reflection. We enjoyed a 
nice breakfast outside whilst looking at all these birds in such a spectacular setting. Several people had 
Brubru along the trail back to our rooms, and once we had loaded our bags aboard, our checkout was 
supervised by a Short-toed Rock-Thrush that actually hopped into the lobby. 
 
We drove back to the gates and slowly back to Okaukuejo, seeing a small flock of Violet-eared Waxbills, 
several Blue Wildebeest crossing the road, some perched White-backed Vultures attended by a huge 
monitor lizard, a nice Bateleur and a Tawny Eagle carrying some prey. One of our photographers got a 
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shot of this bird and on later inspection we found that it had actually killed a Pygmy Falcon! We had some 
time before lunch so we drove the Gemsbokvlakte loop. On the way we stopped to look at some Dusky 
Sunbirds and Margy spotted a couple of larger birds under the shade of a tree which turned out to be a 
pair of Spotted Thick-knees. The front car was already out of range for our radios so we GPSed the spot 
and they managed to see these birds later. The area approaching the waterhole was outstanding for larks 
and here we had Sabota, Spike-heeled, Red-capped & Pink-billed Larks along with Chestnut-backed & 
Grey-backed Sparrowlark. At the waterhole itself Namaqua Doves tried not to get trampled by the 
countless Burchell's Zebras. 
 
After lunch we checked in to our comfortable rooms near the water hole. Some of us stayed to take a dip in 
the pool and spend time by the Okaukuejo waterhole while the rest took another afternoon drive on the 
Okandeka Loop. We had now seen most of the larks from yesterday so we minimized stops along here. We 
did stop to look at a Southern Oryx in the shade and also noticed a gorgeous Crimson-breasted Shrike 
hopping about in a tree behind. We tried to do the Adamax loop but it seemed to have been closed so we 
drove out west to explore this area of the park. There was a picnic area where we were able to get out of 
the vehicle and take a look around but saw nothing but hundreds of Sociable Weavers and a single 
Acacia Pied Barbet. A Greater Kestrel perched by the side of the road and we tried to get closer for a 
photo but as the vehicle came to a stop, it would fly further along and just out of range. This continued for 
several times until we gave up. Kori Bustard and Northern Black Korhaan were common along here and 
we also saw African Hoopoe, Kalahari Scrub-Robin and Purple Roller. 
 

 
The enormous Kori Bustard (Charles Hesse). 

 

The evening light again had a wonderfully warm glow and we managed to take some photos of Giraffes 
walking alongside. We arrived at Okandeka to find no visable Lions, just a very close Pied Crow eyeing us 
curiously. There were apparently lions at Okandeka but we were told that they were laying in the grass but 
we had no time to wait around and had to drive straight back in the wake of dust clouds from other cars to 
make our curfew. We just made sunset at the Okaukuejo waterhole and enjoyed the spectacle of hundreds 
of Double-banded Sandgrouse coming down to drink at dusk. We spotted a Lappet-faced Vulture 
perched on a snag in the distance and 3 Black-backed Jackals patrolled the perimeter wall right in front of 
us. Much to the consternation of a pair of very agitated Blacksmith Lapwings.  We had more Elephant 
antics from around 30 individuals and a lone Black Rhino stood very still looking a little dopey. It was 
joined by 2 others after dinner. Some people stayed late at the waterhole and were lucky enough to see a 
female lion come in. Another great day in Etosha. 
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9th August 
The action at Okaukuejo waterhole started long before dawn when Maureen woke at 4 and photographed a 
splendid Verreaux's Eagle-Owl at the water‟s edge. Most of us arrived at sunrise and started to see a few 
of the regular big game as well as a spattering of bird species. White-browed Scrub-Robin was new for 
the trip and hopped around on the ground as a Black-chested Prinia called from a bush nearby. We had 
nice scope views of a African Hoopoe calling from the top of a tree and saw other nice birds like Brubru 
and Marico Sunbird outside our rooms. After breakfast some of our group who had stayed outside of the 
park made me very jealous as they showed me a photo of Bare-cheeked Babbler taken at the lodge 
where they had stayed. They had also seen Monteiro's Hornbill, Carp's Black Tit and even White-tailed 
Shrike. As we filled up with gas we saw a nice Purple Roller posing for photos and countless South 
African Ground Squirrels scampering over the ground.  
 

 
A Secretarybird showed us its interesting hunting behaviour by ‘stamping’ (Josh Engel). 

 

Today our goal was to cross from one side of the park to the other and we had some serious driving to do. 
We had selected stops looking for the odd new bird and some lions doing something other than sleeping. 
On the drive, we spotted a Secretarybird fairly close and spent a while getting some good photos. We 
even saw its interesting hunting behaviour where it would stamp out with one foot. Next, on to Salvadora 
waterhole where some lions resting in the long grass had our hopes up, but some approaching Springbok 
soon saw them and sent out the alarm. We did see some Red-necked Falcons hunting though. One shot 
from its perch in a tree and went after what looked like a lark. It was doing some dramatic dipping flights 
and the lark was managing to evade it until the other falcon of the pair shot over in a straight line and 
caught the bird. It seemed almost as if they were working as a team. 
 
Then we saw Ostriches chasing each other. The female disappeared from view and the male appeared to 
be doing a dance shaking his wings and weaving his head from side. He stopped and the female appeared 
from beneath him and we realised they had actually been mating. Further on we saw 6 adult lions sitting on 
either side of the road before all getting up and walking off into the distance. After a quick stop for lunch we 
went on to the Kalkheuwel waterhole. On the way in we saw even more lions. They were reaching almost 
plague proportions today. The waterhole was awesome. We had soaring Tawny Eagle and Bateleur. A 
bush full of Blue, Violet-eared & Black-faced Waxbills plus a male Long-tailed Paradise-Whydah which 
was just starting transition. The real highlight of place though were the mammals. A good concentration of 
Elephant, Giraffe, Burchell's Zebra, Greater Kudu, Impala and a real treat, a huge male Eland. We 
heard a commotion and dozens of antelopes started running past our car. It seemed at one point a Kudu 
would jump over the cars. One of our vehicles actually saw a lioness chasing them.  
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More lions now wandered around the waterhole. We watched them for a while and finally a lioness 
seemed she was stalking. The zebras and antelope realised immediately what was going on and were out 
of there. Some Warthogs drinking appeared not to have noticed. Everything happened pretty fast but I 
managed to turn on my video camera and caught the lioness charging the warthogs. They panicked and 
one tried to jump across, fell short and was soon fished out by the lioness who bit down on its neck. Just 
then a huge male lion came in very aggressively lashing out at the lioness and stole her prize. None of us 
could believe what we had just seen. I couldn‟t believe that I had my second lion kill video from successive 
trips to Etosha. What an amazing way to finish our stay in Etosha. 
 

 
Dramatic action as a male lion steals the lionesses hard earned prey (Josh Engel). 

 

We called in at Namutoni Camp. We got out to stretch our legs, and relax before taking our afternoon drive. 
We quickly checked out the waterhole and saw Little Grebe and Hottentot Teal but not much else. In the 
grounds near the pool we saw Red-billed Spurfowl, Groundscraper Thrush, Burchell's Starling, Red-
billed Buffalo-Weaver and large numbers of very tame Banded Mongoose. Our afternoon driver was 
around the nearby Fisher‟s Pan. Low bushes contained some nice birds such as Swallow-tailed Bee-
eater, Cape Penduline-Tit, Anteating Chat, Kalahari Scrub-Robin and Rattling Cisticola as well as 
surprising numbers of African Grey & Southern Yellow-billed Hornbills. At one small waterhole we had a 
nice pair of Gabar Goshawks very close and we also had good numbers of Blue Wildebeest in the pan 
itself. Towards the end of the loop we spotted several White-backed & Lappet-faced Vultures before we 
headed back in to camp and picked up those that we had left behind. We only had a short time left before 
we had to be out but nipped in very quickly to Klein Namutoni waterhole which is always good for 
waterbirds. As well as yet another Black Rhino, we saw Marabou Stork, South African Shelduck, Red-
billed Teal, Cape Shoveler, Three-banded Plover, Wood Sandpiper, Common Greenshank and also 
South African Cliff & Red-breasted Swallows. We arrived at the delightful Mushara Lodge and were 
welcomed by a Pearl-spotted Owlet calling at dusk. This was one of the most luxurious places we had 
stayed and we very much enjoyed the gourmet food and singing display by the staff. 
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The localized Black-faced Babbler was seen easily at Mushara lodge (Josh Engel). 

 

10th August 
We had some early-morning birding planned but standing there in the cold, the decent-looking habitat was 
pretty silent. Finally we heard something unfamiliar which we followed to find some Tree Squirrels 
squealing. A Black-faced Babbler appeared and started attacking its own reflection in the wing mirror of 
our van. As the sun slowly hit the trees, birds started appearing. We found a nice little flock around the back 
of the rooms containing Grey-backed Cameroptera, Black-faced Babbler, Yellow-breasted Apalis, 
Long-billed Crombec, Pririt Batis and a beautiful Crimson-breasted Shrike. There seemed to be 
Southern Yellow-billed Hornbills everywhere and just a single Red-billed Hornbill feeding on the 
ground. After a nice breakfast buffet and checking out, we started our long drive. We spotted a couple of 
Red-crested Korhaans by the roadside and a soaring Tawny Eagle. Also some beautiful Swallow-tailed 
Bee-eaters. 
 

By lunchtime we were approaching the town of Rundu and we stopped at a site to the south that promised 
some exciting species. Here we ate out packed lunches and afterwards we tried to find some birds. Despite 
the time, we did pretty well, seeing some good birds like Lanner Falcon, Green Woodhoopoe, Cardinal 
Woodpecker, Tawny-flanked Prinia, the drongo look-alike Southern Black Flycatcher, the dull Pale 
Flycatcher, Black-backed Puffback, a non-breeding plumage Red-headed Weaver and many Yellow-
fronted Canaries. It was a pretty direct drive for the rest of the way, but we did stop briefly to look at some 
long-tailed Magpie Shrikes by the side of the road.  
 
As soon as we arrived at the gates of Shamvura Camp we were surrounded by new birds, like Black-
headed Oriole, Southern Black Tit, Dark-capped Bulbul and Yellow White-eye.  We arrived at the main 
house and had a great time at the platform overlooking the river. Reed Cormorant, Purple Heron, 
Squacco Heron and a flock of White-faced Ducks were seen flying along the river. Kurrichane Thrushes 
hopped around on the lawn whilst Emerald-spotted Dove, Little Bee-eater, Arrow-marked Babbler, 
Swamp Boubou and Orange-breasted Bush-shrike were all seen in the nearby bushes and trees. We 
dropped off bags at the various tents in which we were staying when several Crested Francolins walked 
across the road in front of us. Later on the way to dinner, we heard Fiery-necked & Square-tailed 
Nightjars. We followed the Fiery-necked Nightjar calls and got views of them as well. We enjoyed a 
delicious home-cooked meal and played with the resident pet goat before bed. 
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11th August 
As the boat couldn‟t take all of us, we split into 2 groups. 3 actually as 2 guys hired a smaller boat and went 
off fishing. Josh took the morning group for a boat ride, whilst my group had a birding excursion in our 
vehicle to some good spots nearby. Along the first part of the road we saw Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, 
Acacia Pied Barbet, great scope views of some lovely Meyer's Parrot, Black-headed Oriole and a flock 
of White-crested Helmetshrikes. We turned right heading towards the highway and found a very 
productive spot with many finches, including Pin-tailed, Shaft-tailed & Long-tailed Paradise-Whydahs, 
Yellow-fronted Canary and Golden-breasted Bunting. We saw Cardinal Woodpecker briefly in the 
scope, Groundscraper Thrush and the brightly-colored Crimson-breasted Shrike & Violet-backed 
Starlings. 
 

 
The clients came to the rescue pushing our vehicle out of the sand (Charley Hesse). 

 

We turned onto the main road and began driving slowly along looking for action. We spotted a couple of 
small brown birds feeding on the ground and as we got closer, the flew up into a tree. A characteristic 
behaviour of Wood Pipit. Further on, we found a little track leading into the woodland where there were 
many vines in the trees with red flowers visited by Marico & White-bellied Sunbirds, Grey Penduline-Tit 
and Yellow White-eye. Further on we added more birds like Southern Black Tit, Pale Flycatcher, 
Brown-crowned Tchagra and Yellow-throated Petronia. We pulled of the road to get better views of the 
petronias but I chose an area with very soft sand and we got stuck. My group excelled themselves however 
in digging the sand from under the tyres, putting in rocks and branches and pushing the car back out. We 
were rewarded 5 minutes later with a stunning male Arnot's Chat by a properly paved parking area. Josh‟s 
group had finished their tour by the late morning and caught us up having spotted Tinkling Cisticola and a 
good variety of common woodland species. 
 

We went back for lunch in the garden and continued adding species to our list. Black-collared Barbet, 
Terrestrial Brownbul, Yellow-bellied Greenbul, Kurrichane Thrush, Yellow-breasted Apalis, Chinspot 
Batis plus Green-winged Pytilia and Red-billed Firefinch at the feeders and Jerry spotted a distant 
African Fish-Eagle through the scope. My group walked down the steps to the river‟s edge for our 
afternoon boat ride. As soon as we had boarded our boat we heard the Greater Swamp-Warbler and on 
pulling out, had a few flybys of this target. A Striated Heron perched near the dock and a Black Crake 
zipped by. We pulled out of the channel and onto the main river where many Reed Cormorant, African 
Darter, African Openbill, Pied Kingfisher, Squacco  & Purple Herons were seen straight away. A 
Tawny Eagle was also soaring in the distance. 
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We headed upstream to an island. On a sandbank on one end of it sat 3 Collared Pratincoles, which on 
approaching took off showing their reddish underwings. Passing the island we flushed many juvenile 
Black-crowned Night-Herons and a quick walk around the island gave us a pair of Water Thick-knees. 
We still had several spots down stream to visit so we took off at speed. We pulled up by an inlet where we 
saw Black & Rufous-bellied Herons, Little Bittern, Hamerkop and Glossy Ibis. A great start. A little 
further down we stopped to see our first Spur-winged Goose of the trip. We went down a small channel 
where we saw Chirping Cisticola giving its characteristic vocalizations. Hendrik doing a great job to 
manoeuvre us. Also here we had African Marsh-Harrier, the beautiful Malachite Kingfisher and several 
Brown-throated Martins.   
 

 
Yellow-billed Stork seen on a boat ride from Shamvura, kick-started our Angolan bird lists (Josh Engel). 

 

At the entrance to an Oxbow lake, we got out on the sandy bank (actually in Angola) and saw 4 stunning 
Yellow-billed Stork with a beautiful  pink hue to their plumage. African Skimmers flew in circles round us, 
a pair of White-faced Ducks poled their heads up to check us out and Kittlitz's & Three-banded Plovers 
fed on the floating vegetation. We didn‟t have long left but we entered the oxbow lake briefly. African 
Jacanas fed around the edge and as we scanned the lilies I noticed 3 birds nearby. They were African 
Pygmy-geese. We all had good looks at them before they took off showing white flashes in their wings. On 
the way out was a good spot for shore birds and we saw the elusive Greater Painted-snipe, Common & 
Wood Sandpipers, Common Greenshank and Black-winged Stilt. 
 

Our time was up and we gunned back up river with a quick stop at the inlet to see a family of African 
Purple Swamphens and a pair of African Wattled Lapwings. Our driver Hendrik wasn‟t a birder but he 
knew where crocodiles were to be seen and showed us a relatively small one. Just before the entry 
channel to the camp, we spotted some dark shapes near us. Just then a Hippo surfaced very close to the 
boat. Obviously not happy to see us. Opening its mouth in threat. It came closer, almost next to the boat.  
What a thrill! Just as we pulled up to the dock a Coppery-tailed Coucal flew up showing its distinctive 
plumage. We had seen a couple of species the morning boat trip had missed and vice versa. Species not 
seen by us were Slaty Egret & African Harrier Hawk. We had seen some amazing birds though and that‟s 
the way the cookie crumbles. We would have more chances of birds we had missed at our next location. 
After getting back, a few of us hung out on the platform to catch up on what each of us had seen and we 
were lucky enough to see a Pink-backed Pelican flying across the river. An unusual sighting here.  
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We chatted with Josh‟s group that had taken an afternoon walk and found they had of course seen some 
different birds to us and added Striped Kingfisher, Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, Green-backed Honeybird 
and Green-capped Eremomela. At dusk we had planned to go in search of Fiery-necked Nightjar.  When 
they had started calling we started to walk towards them and the people at the front saw one fly across the 
road. We would have had much better looks but Josh had spotted an African Wood-Owl back in the 
garden. This trumped the nightjar and we returned for great views. We went back out to look for nightjars 
again afterwards but by now they had stopped calling. After another delicious home-cooked meal we sat 
down to go through our substantial day list. 
 

 
The Giant Baobab tree at Mahango Game Reserve (Charley Hesse). 

 

12th August 
A few keen people joined us for an early morning stroll around the grounds of Shamvura and were 
rewarded with a great view of a juvenile African Harrier Hawk and a Bearded Woodpecker in the car 
park. During breakfast Josh spotted a nice Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird from the platform and I a pair of 
Golden Weavers at the seed feeders. We packed up the vehicles and set off for Botswana, with plenty of 
birding en route. We stopped again at the Arnot's Chat spot and soon picked up a pair. We also had more 
beautiful Violet-backed Starling and finally good scope views of a Neddicky. We passed the town of 
Divundu where we stopped to fill up with gas and saw a couple of Red-breasted Swallows flying over. We 
stopped in at the nearby Popa Falls resort. Here, the Okavango River goes over a set of rapids and several 
waterbirds as well as forest birds can be seen here. As soon as we stepped out of the vehicle we had many 
birds around us. A few Bradfield's Hornbill flew by and we chased after them to get scope views.  There 
was good activity in the trees, with a gorgeous Orange-breasted Bushshrike, brief views of Lesser 
Honeyguide, a noisy group of Hartlaub's Babblers and mixed flocks containing Yellow-bellied Greenbul, 
Long-billed Crombec & Black-backed Puffback. 
 

The main target at Popa Falls is the Rock Pratincole, which perches on rocks in the river. We walked 
down to the water‟s edge and scanned for it but couldn‟t find it. Just a Wire-tailed Swallow flying around 
over the water. A local man showed entrepreneurial spirit in offering short rides in his canoe which some 
people took him up on. We tried another spot on an island nearby and had a very distant bird, a lot closer to 
the other side of the wide river. We sat down in the shade and enjoyed our packed lunch watching a small 
birdbath that was attracting many small finches. Here we had: Green-winged Pytilia, Jameson's & Red-
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billed Firefinches and Blue & Violet-eared Waxbills. Terrestrial Brownbul and White-browed Robin-
Chat hopped around on the ground nearby. 
 
Before crossing into Botswana , we still had the Mahango Game Reserve to explore. After paying our entry 
fees, we started the loop road which soon passed by alongside a nice wet area. Water levels are key in 
Mahango. The river floods, then recedes, leaving remnant puddles which are great places to see water 
birds. Here we saw Slaty Egret, Squacco Heron, Red-billed Teal, Spur-winged Goose, African Jacana, 
Greater Painted-snipe, Long-toed Lapwing, Wood Sandpiper & Common Greenshank. Also ,many 
Chacma Baboons and a new mammal for the trip, Southern Reedbuck. We drove though dry forest and 
open areas which had been over grazed and showed quite a bit of Elephant damage. In the dry season 
they resort to feeding on woody branches. We had White-backed Vulture & Bateleur soaring overhead, a 
nice African Hoopoe perched on top of a tree, Swainson's Francolin, Namaqua Dove, Meve's Starling 
and several Red-billed Oxpeckers attending a herd of Impalas. There were shouts of, “Ooh, careful!” as 
they poked in some pretty delicate areas. 
 
The next spot overlooking the floodplain was full of waterbirds. Yellow-billed Egret, Black Heron, African 
Sacred Ibis, African Spoonbill, White-faced Duck and a Goliath Heron dwarfing the smaller Grey 
Herons. Here we also saw many Hippopotamus and another new antelope, the pretty Red Lechwe. 
Passing through more dry areas we saw a couple of Warthogs, Greater Kudu and our first group of 
Vervet Monkeys which posed for photos. We spotted some very nice Black-faced Waxbills in a bush and 
a huge African Fish-Eagle sat high up in a tree overlooking the floodplain. We were running short of time 
as the border crossing closed at 5 but we had just enough time to visit the Giant Baobab tree. This was our 
final view of the floodplain and on the way out I spotted the uncommon White-breasted Cuckooshrike in a 
mixed flock passing by in the trees. Lesser Striped-Swallows soared effortlessly in the wind. We scanned 
the waters edge nearby and saw some tiny brown birds which turned out to be Luapula Cisticolas. 
Another awesome catch. In the distance we saw our fist Buffalo, lazing about in the river. We really had no 
more time to stop and drove straight to the border, spotting a single Giraffe and a large herd of beautiful 
Sable Antelopes on the way. The border crossing was straightforward and we continued into Botswana 
and the well-situated Shakawe Lodge. It had been another long but rewarding day. 
 

 
Malachite Kingfisher. One of 3 species of kingfishers seen at Shakawe (Josh Engel). 
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A pair of Meyer’s Parrot came in to feed on flowers & nectar in the garden (Josh Engel). 

 

13th August 
Before breakfast we stood on the riverbank all wrapped up and keeping warm with coffees in our hands. 
We watched a great flowering tree which attracted Collared & Marico Sunbirds as well as a pair of very 
obliging Meyer's Parrot which came in to feed on nectar by chewing the base of the flowers. In the 
surrounding trees African Green-Pigeon and Red-faced Mousebird came in to feed on fruit; Lesser 
Striped-Swallow and African Pied Wagtail perched on top of a boat and Pied, Giant & the delightful 
Malachite Kingfisher posed nicely for photos. We shared our breakfast with Arrow-marked Babblers and 
Golden Weavers which came in to the bird table while Striated Heron and a family of Black Crakes 
allowed scope views in the adjacent pond. Weavers are difficult at this time of year in their non-breedimg 
plumage but we also had a good scope view of one which we could ID as Lesser Masked Weaver due to 
its white iris. After breakfast we took a morning walk through the tall riverine woodland keeping an eye out 
for day-roosting Pel‟s Fishing-Owl. We had no luck with the owl but saw a large flock of Meve's Starling 
and a group of Vervet Monkeys. We also called out a Little Rush Warbler although our view was sadly 
blocked by a fallen tree. Next we took a walk along the entry road and saw a soaring White-backed 
Vulture, a White-fronted Bee-eater perched way up high, and a Golden-tailed Woodpecker that seemed 
to be excavating a nest. After lunch we had time to relax and many people sat by the water‟s edge and saw 
nice birds such as Hamerkop, African Openbill, African Fish-Eagle and Wire-tailed Swallow. 
 

Again we split the group into 2 and half went for an afternoon boat ride. The other half would do this the 
following day. Today‟s group set off at 4 and went in search of waterbirds for 2 hours. They saw Purple, 
Black & Squacco Herons, Yellow-billed Stork, Spur-winged Goose, many African Jacanas and some 
displaying African Snipe. Black-chested Snake-Eagle and African Marsh-Harrier were seen in flight and 
birds seen in the riverside vegetation included Coppery-tailed Coucal, African Stonechat, Chirping 
Cisticola and Red-billed Firefinch. On the banks they saw Water Thick-knees as well as several large 
crocodiles and even had brief views of Cape Clawless Otter. Meanwhile the other group took another 
afternoon walk.  We chased around Hartlaub's Babbler & Swamp Boubou and called in a pair of Black-
collared Barbets and a Greater Swamp-Warbler. We took another walk along entry road in the warm 
afternoon light seeing Yellow-bellied Greenbul, Emerald-spotted Dove and a nice male Bearded 
Woodpecker. When the other group returned, we all waited until after dark to try for the Pel‟s by boat. As 
we were waiting a huge shape flew by in the darkness and perched nearby. We spot-lighted it to see the 
incredible Pel's Fishing-Owl. Most people had gathered already but the „bar-flies‟ were still having a drink 
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in the bar. Unfortunately the owl flew off before we could show it to them so Barry kindly took us out along 
the river to find it for them.  We relocated it and had more great views of „Big Ginger‟. We could all relax 
now having found the main target of our stay. An African Wood-Owl after dinner started calling and a few 
people came out to take a look. 
 

 
Rock art in the Tsodilo Hills (Josh Engel) 

 

14th August 
We started off the same way as yesterday, dazzled by the large number of species in the clearing by the 
river‟s edge. Marico & Collared Sunbirds were joined in the exotic flowering tree by Yellow White-eye & 
Black-headed Oriole. African Mourning Dove, African Green-Pigeon, Giant Kingfisher, Yellow-
fronted Tinkerbird, Golden-tailed & Bearded Woodpeckers all gave great scope views and many of us 
took advantage of the terrific photo opportunities. After breakfast we drove a short distance to the grounds 
of a new luxury hotel where we soon found our target Brown Firefinch which had eluded us until now. We 
also had more good views of Orange-breasted Bush-shrike, White-fronted Bee-eater, Kurrichane 
Thrush & White-browed Robin-Chat. Back at Shakawe, we continued to explore the grounds. Some of us 
found a great mixed flock with Black Cuckooshrike, Terrestrial Brownbul, Yellow-bellied Greenbul, 
Yellow-breasted Apalis, Grey-backed Cameroptera & Swamp Boubou while others took another walk 
through the riverine forest, seeing Gabar Goshawk, Black-collared Barbet, Vervet Monkey & Tree 
Squirrel.   
 
While half of our group chose an optional excursion to see some cave paintings in the Tsodilo Hills for the 
afternoon. Today‟s boat group went out for our river excursion. Although the water levels were unusually 
high for this time of year we saw a fine selection of waterbirds. Reed Cormorant, African Darter, Grey, 
Purple, Black, Squacco, Striated & Rufous-bellied Herons, Little Bittern, Hamerkop, Yellow-billed 
Stork, African Jacana, Black-winged Stilt, Water Thick-knee & African Skimmer. Raptors were in 
evidence and we saw African Fish-Eagle, African Marsh-Harrier and also Black-shouldered Kites 
mobbing a huge Long-crested Eagle. A new bird for the trip. Other birds along the water‟s edge were 
African Stonechat, Violet-backed Starling & Yellow-billed Oxpecker perching on some horses. Wire-
tailed Swallow, Lesser Striped-Swallow & Brown-throated Martins zipped by overhead. Spotted-
necked Otter also poked their heads out of the water briefly. Although the cave painting tour was mainly a 
cultural trip, they did of course spot a few birds along the way. A juvenile Bateleur perched on the road, 
Southern White-crowned Shrike & Fawn-colored Lark. The latter, new for the trip. 
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African Green-Pigeon. A common visitor to fruiting trees near Shakawe lodge (Josh Engel) 

 

15th August 
It was our final morning at Shakawe. We had a long drive to Maun today and there was only time for a little 
more birding in the grounds. We had a nice mixed flock with many of the same species that we had been 
seeing, such as Terrestrial Brownbul, Yellow-bellied Greenbul, White-browed Robin-Chat, White-
browed Scrub-Robin, Grey-backed Cameroptera, Swamp Boubou, Black-backed Puffback, Orange-
breasted Bushshrike, Meve's Starling & Yellow White-eye. Those that chose to stay around the clearing 
by the river‟s edge saw more African Green-Pigeons, Giant & Malachite Kingfishers, White-fronted 
Bee-eater, Green Woodhoopoe, Black-collared Barbet, Cardinal Woodpecker, Wire-tailed & Lesser 
Striped-Swallows, Black-headed Oriole, Arrow-marked & Hartlaub's Babblers. We were sad to leave 
Shakawe after such a pleasant and relaxing stay. It was a long drive to Maun but we broke it up with a few 
birding stops. Hornbills of 3 species were very common. African Grey, Red-billed & Southern Yellow-
billed. We also had stops to get good looks at Bateleur, African Fish-Eagle, Helmeted Guineafowl, Red-
crested Korhaan, African Jacana, Purple Roller, Southern White-crowned Shrike, Burchell's Starling 
& Yellow-billed Oxpeckers attending some goats. By a small watering hole, we had Shaft-tailed 
Whydah, Black-throated Canary & Golden-breasted Bunting. We also saw a few small mammals by the 
roadside such as South African Ground Squirrel, Slender & Yellow Mongooses. Some unfortunate 
gasoline shortages at the gas stations along the way had us slightly worried, but luckily a tanker turned up 
just at the right time to save the day. 
 
In Maun we stayed at the Sedia Hotel which had a large garden full of birds and we took a nice stroll. By 
the water‟s edge we saw Little Grebe, Reed Cormorant, African Darter, Striated Heron, Hamerkop, 
Hadeda Ibis, Red-billed Teal, Southern Pochard, African Pygmy-goose, Blacksmith Lapwing and the 
seldom seen Allen's Gallinule. Other birds in the grounds themselves were African Harrier Hawk, Little 
Bee-eater, African Hoopoe, Bradfield's Hornbill, Wattled Starling, Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver, Red-
billed Firefinch, Blue Waxbill & Village Indigobird. The latter new for the trip. 
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An African Mourning Dove shows its characteristic yellow iris and red eye ring (Josh Engel). 

 

16th August 
The last birding of our trip was a final short morning walk in the grounds of the hotel followed by a short 
drive to a bridge over the Thamalakane River to get a different view. In the garden we saw a pair of 
Blacksmith Lapwings acting as if they had a nest and finally, good views of the elusive Coppery-tailed 
Coucal which perched up at the top of a tree to sun itself. An African Mourning Dove gave its distinctive 
call nearby and offered good scope views. From the bridge we saw Hamerkop, Squacco Heron, White-
faced Duck, African Pygmy-goose and the bizarre spectacle of 2 African Jacanas viciously fighting each 
other with a pair of Little Grebes looking like they wanted to join in. Local people were very curious about 
our behaviour and some young kids came over to talk with us and look through our scopes. Budding bird 
guides of the future. After our relaxing morning, we finally made our way to the airport to say a sad goodbye 
after a truly epic trip. For many of the group it was the first trip to Africa, and for 1 lady her first time out of 
the US & Canada. For all it was an eye-opener to the amazing diversity that Namibia & Botwana have to 
offer, not only for birding and game viewing but also culturally & scenically. Our final trip list was 330 
species of birds and 42 species of mammals, but more importantly life long memories of some truly 
amazing natural wonders. 
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BIRD LIST 
Taxonomy follows Birds of Southern Africa 3rd edition. Sinclair et al, 2002 
  

Common Ostrich Struthio camelus Seen on the C28 & in Etosha. 

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, Etosha, Shamvura, Mahango & 
Maun. 

Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus Seen at Windhoek & Walvis Bay. 

Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens Seen at Shamvura. 

Cape Gannet Morus capensis Seen at Walvis Bay. 

White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Seen at Windhoek & Walvis Bay. 

Cape Cormorant Phalacrocorax capensis Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Reed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus 
Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, Walvis Bay, Shamvura, Popa 
Falls, Mahango, Shakawe & Maun. 

Crowned Cormorant Phalacrocorax coronatus Seen at Walvis Bay 

African Darter Anhinga rufa 
Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, Shamvura, Mahango, Shakawe, 
Maun. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, Walvis Bay, Shamvura, Mahango, 
Shakawe & Maun. 

Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala Seen at Windhoek. 

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath Seen at Mahango. 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Great White Egret Ardea alba Seen at Shamvura, Mahango & Shakawe. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta Seen at Walvis Bay, Shamvura, Mahango, Shakawe & Maun. 

Yellow-billed Egret Mesophoyx intermedia Seen at Mahango. 

Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca Seen at Shamvura, Mahango & Shakawe. 

Slaty Egret Egretta vinaceigula Seen at Shamvura & Mahango. 

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 
Seen at Windhoek, Walvis Bay, Etosha, Shamvura, Mahango, 
Shakawe & Maun. 

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides Seen at Shamvura, Mahango, Shakawe & Maun. 

Striated Heron Butorides striatus Seen at Shamvura, Shakawe & Maun. 

Rufous-bellied Heron Ardeola rufiventris Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax Seen at Windhoek & Shamvura. 

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Hamerkop Scopus umbretta Seen at Windhoek, Shamvura, Mahango, Shakawe & Maun. 

African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus Seen at Etosha. 

Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis Seen at Shamvura, Mahango & Shakawe. 

African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus Seen at Windhoek, Mahango & Shakawe. 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus Seen at Shamvura. 

Hadeda Ibis Bostrychia hagedash Seen at Shakawe & Maun. 

African Spoonbill Platalea alba Seen at Mahango. 

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Lesser Flamingo Phoenicopterus minor Seen at Walvis Bay. 

White-faced Duck Dendrocygna viduata Seen at Shamvura, Mahango & Maun. 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 
Seen at Windhoek, Etosha, Shamvura & Mahango. Heard at 
Shakawe. 

South African Shelduck Tadorna cana Seen at Windhoek & Etosha. 

Cape Teal Anas capensis Seen at Windhoek, Walvis Bay & Etosha. 

Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota Seen at Windhoek & Etosha. 

Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhyncha Seen at Windhoek, Etosha, Mahango & Maun. 

Cape Shoveler Anas smithii Seen at Etosha. 

Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma Seen at Windhoek & Maun. 

African Pygmy-goose Nettapus auritus Seen at Shamvura & Maun. 

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis Seen at Shamvura, Mahango & Shakawe. 

Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius Seen at Etosha. 

White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus Seen at Daan Viljoen, Etosha, Mahango & Shakawe. 

Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotos Seen at Daan Viljoen, Omaruru & Etosha. 

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, C28, Etosha, Shakawe. 
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Verreaux's Eagle Aquila verreauxii Seen on the C28. 

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax Seen at Etosha & Shamvura. 

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus Seen on the C28. 

African Hawk-Eagle Aquila spilogaster Seen at Erongo. 

Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus Seen on the C28, Spitzkoppe. 

Brown Snake-Eagle Circaetus cinereus Seen at Windhoek & Etosha. 

Black-chested Snake-
Eagle 

Circaetus pectoralis Seen at Walvis Bay, Etosha, Mahango & Shakawe. 

Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis Seen at Shakawe. 

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus Seen at Etosha, Mahango & Shakawe area. 

African Fish-Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer Seen at Shamvura, Mahango, Shakawe & Maun. 

Augur Buzzard Buteo augur Seen on the C28 & Etosha. 

Little Sparrowhawk Accipiter minullus Seen at Erongo & Etosha. 

Shikra Accipiter badius Seen at Etosha. 

African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro Seen at Shakawe. 

Gabar Goshawk Melierax gabar Seen at Daan Viljoen, Omaruru, Etosha & Shamvura. 

S. Pale Chanting-Goshawk Melierax canorus Seen at Windhoek, C28, Spitzkoppe & Etosha. 

African Marsh-Harrier Circus ranivorus Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

African Harrier Hawk Polyboroides typus Seen at Shamvura & Maun. 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus Seen at Windhoek. 

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus Seen on the C28, Etosha & Rundu. 

Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera Seen at Etosha. 

Rock Kestrel Falcorupicolus Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28, Spitzkoppe, Omaruru & Etosha. 

Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides Seen on the C28 & at Etosha. 

African Pygmy Falcon Polihierax semitorquatus Seen at Etosha. 

Crested Francolin Francolinus sephaena Seen at Shamvura. 

Orange River Francolin 
Francolinus 
levaillantoides 

Seen at Etosha. 

Red-billed Spurfowl Pternistes adspersus 
Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, Omaruru, Etosha, Shamvura, 
Shakawe & Maun. 

Hartlaub's Spurfowl Pternistes hartlaubi Seen at Erongo. 

Swainson's Francolin Pternistes swainsonii Seen at Etosha & Mahango. 

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris Seen at Etosha, Shakawe & on the drive from Shakawe to Maun. 

Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra Seen at Daan Viljoen, Shamvura & Shakawe. 

African Purple Swamphen 
Porphyrio 
madgascariensis 

Seen at Shamvura. 

Allen's Gallinule Porphyrio alleni Seen at Maun. 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen & Etosha. 

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata Seen at Windhoek & Daan Viljoen. 

Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori Seen at Omaruru & Etosha. 

Ruppell's Korhaan Eupodotis rueppellii Seen on the C28 & at Spitzkoppe. 

Red-crested Korhaan Eupodotis ruficrista 
Seen at Daan Viljoen, Etosha & on the drive from Shakawe to 
Maun. 

Northern Black Korhaan Eupodotis afraoides Seen at Omaruru & Etosha. 

African Jacana Actophilornis africana 
Seen at Daan Viljoen, Etosha, Shamvura, Mahango, Shakawe & 
Maun. 

Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis Seen at Shamvura & Mahango. 

White-fronted Plover Charadrius marginatus Seen at Walvis Bay & Shamvura. 

Chestnut-banded Plover Charadrius pallidus Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius Seen at Shamvura. 

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris Seen at Windhoek, Etosha, Shamvura & Mahango. 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus Seen at Windhoek, Etosha, Mahango, Shakawe. 

Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 
Seen at Windhoek, Walvis Bay, Etosha, Shamvura, Mahango, 
Shakawe & Maun. 

African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus Seen at Shamvura. 

Long-toed Lapwing Vanellus crassirostris Seen at Mahango. 

Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos Seen at Shamvura. 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Seen at Etosha, Shamvura & Mahango. 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia Seen at Walvis Bay, Etosha, Shamvura & Mahango. 
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Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea Seen at Walvis Bay. 

African Snipe Gallinago nigripennis Seen at Shakawe. 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus Seen at Walvis Bay, Etosha, Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis Seen at Etosha. 

Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Burchell's Courser Cursorius rufus Seen at Etosha. 

Double-banded Courser Rhinoptilus africanus Seen at Etosha. 

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola Seen at Shamvura & Mahango. 

Rock Pratincole Glareola nuchalis Seen at Popa Falls. 

Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Hartlaub's Gull Larus hartlaubii Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Swift Tern Sterna bergii Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis Seen at Walvis Bay. 

African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Namaqua Sandgrouse Pterocles namaqua Seen on the C28 & at Etosha. 

Double-banded 
Sandgrouse 

Pterocles bicinctus Seen at Etosha. 

Feral Pigeon Columba livia Seen on the C28. 

Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea Seen at Walvis Bay & Erongo. 

Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata Seen at Shamvura, Mahango, Shakawe & Maun. 

African Mourning Dove Streptopelia decipiens Seen at Shakawe & Maun. Heard at Shamvura. 

Cape Turtle Dove Streptopelia capicola Commonly seen at most sites. 

Laughing Dove 
Streptopelia 
senegalensis 

Commonly seen at most sites. 

Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 
Seen at Walvis Bay, Etosha, Rundu, Shamvura, Mahango & on the 
drive from Shakawe to Maun. 

Emerald-spotted Dove Turtur chalcospilos Seen at Shamvura, Mahango & Shakawe. 

African Green-Pigeon Treron calva Seen at Shakawe. 

Meyer's Parrot Poicephalus meyeri Seen at Shamvura, Mahango & Shakawe. Heard at Popa Falls. 

Ruppell's Parrot Poicephalus rueppellii Seen at Khan River. 

Rosy-faced Lovebird Agapornis roseicollis Seen on the C28 & at Erongo. 

Grey Go-away Bird Corythaixoides concolor 
Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, C28, Spitzkoppe, Khan River, 
Omaruru, Erongo, Etosha, Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Coppery-tailed Coucal Centropus cupreicaudus Seen at Shamvura, Shakawe & Maun. 

Barn Owl Tyto alba Seen at Etosha. 

African Wood-Owl Strix woodfordi Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

African Scops-Owl Otus senegalensis Seen at Spitzkoppe, Omaruru & Etosha. 

Southern  White-faced 
Scops Owl 

Otus leucotis Seen at Etosha. 

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum Seen at Khan River, Erongo & Etosha. 

African Barred Owlet Glaucidium capense Heard at Shamvura. 

Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus Heard at Erongo. 

Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus Seen at Etosha. 

Pel's Fishing-Owl Scotopelia peli Seen at Shakawe. 

Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis Seen at Shamvura & heard at Shakawe. 

Freckled Nightjar Caprimulgus tristigma Seen at Erongo. 

Square-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus fossii Heard at Shamvura. 

Bradfield's Swift Apus bradfieldi ShamvuraErongo, Etosha & Rundu. 

Little Swift Apus affinis Seen on the C28, at Etosha & Shakawe. 

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba Seen at Daan Viljoen. 

African Palm-Swift Cypsiurus parvus Seen at most sites. 

White-backed Mousebird Colius colius Seen at Windhoek, Spitzkoppe & Omaruru. 

Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus Seen at Shamvura, Popa Falls & Shakawe. 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis Seen at Shamvura, Popa Falls, Mahango, Shakawe & Maun. 

Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima Seen at Shakawe. 
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Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti Seen at Shamvura. 

White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides Seen at Shakawe. 

Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus Seen at Shamvura, Mahango, Shakawe & Maun. 

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundinaceus Seen at Etosha & Shamvura. 

Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudata Seen at most sites. 

Purple Roller Coracias naevia 
Seen at Daan Viljoen, Etosha, Rundu, Shamvura & on the drive 
from Shakawe to Maun. 

African Hoopoe Upupa Africana Seen at Khan River, Etosha, Mahango & Maun. 

Green Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus Seen at Rundu, Popa Falls & Shakawe. 

Violet Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus damarensis Seen at Khan River & Etosha. 

Common Scimitar-bill 
Rhinopomastus 
cyanomelas 

Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28 & Spitzkoppe. 

African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus Seen at most sites. 

Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus Seen at Etosha  & on the drive from Shakawe to Maun. 

Damara Hornbill Tockus damarensis Seen at Khan River. 

S.Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas Seen at most sites. 

Bradfield's Hornbill Tockus bradfieldi Seen at Rundu, Popa Falls, Mahango & Maun. 

Monteiro's Hornbill Tockus monteiri Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28, Spitzkoppe, Omaruru, Erongo & Etosha. 

Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Acacia Pied Barbet Tricholaema leucomelas 
Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen,  C28, Spitzkoppe, Erongo, Etosha 
& Shamvura. 

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor Seen at Daan Viljoen, Omaruru & Popa Falls. 

Green-backed Honeybird Prodotiscus zambesiae Seen at Shamvura. 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni Seen at Khan River, Mahango & Shakawe. 

Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens Seen at Daan Viljoen, Rundu, Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Bearded Woodpecker Dendropicos namaquus Seen at Windhoek, Khan River, Omaruru, Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Fawn-colored Lark 
Calendulauda 
africanoides 

Seen in the Shakawe area. 

Sabota Lark Mirafra sabota Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28, Spitzkoppe, Khan River & Etosha. 

Karoo Long-billed Lark Certhilauda subcoronata Seen at Spitzkoppe. 

Dune Lark 
Certhilauda 
erythrochlamys 

Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Spike-heeled Lark 
Chersomanes 
albofasciata 

Seen at C28, Spitzkoppe & Etosha. 

Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea Seen at Etosha. 

Pink-billed Lark Spizocorys conirostris Seen at Etosha. 

Stark's Lark Eremalauda starki Seen at Spitzkoppe. 

Gray's Lark Ammomanes grayi Seen on the C28. 

Chestnut-backed 
Sparrowlark 

Eremopterix leucotis Seen at Etosha. 

Grey-backed Sparrowlark Eremopterix verticalis Seen at Etosha. 

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii Seen at Popa Falls & Shakawe. 

Pearl-breasted Swallow Hirundo dimidiata Seen at Windhoek. 

Red-breasted Swallow Hirundo semirufa Seen at Etosha, Shamvura & Popa Falls. 

Lesser Striped-Swallow Hirundo abyssinica Seen at Shamvura, Mahango, Shakawe & Maun. 

South African Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon spilodera Seen at Etosha. 

Rock Martin Hirundo fuligula 
Seen at Windhoek, C28, Walvis Bay, Spitzkoppe, Khan River, 
Omaruru & Etosha. 

Brown-throated Martin Riparia paludicola Seen at Windhoek, Shamvura, Mahango & Shakawe. 

Banded Martin Riparia cincta Seen at Shamvura. 

Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava Seen at Shakawe. 

White-breasted 
Cuckooshrike 

Coracina pectoralis Seen at Mahango. 

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis Seen at most sites. 

Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Cape Crow Corvus capensis Seen at C28 & Etosha. 

Pied Crow Corvus albus Seen at Windhoek, Walvis Bay, Etosha, Rundu, Maun. 

Ashy Tit Parus cinerascens Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28 & Spitzkoppe. 

Southern Black Tit Parus niger Seen at Shamvura & Mahango. 



Tropical Birding                        www.tropicalbirding.com    31 

Carp's Black Tit Parus carpi Seen at Spitzkoppe, Erongo & Etosha. 

Cape Penduline-Tit Anthoscopus minutus Seen at Spitzkoppe & Etosha. 

Grey Penduline-Tit Anthoscopus caroli Seen at Shamvura. 

Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii Seen at Shamvura, Mahango & Shakawe. 

Black-faced Babbler Turdoides melanops Seen at Etosha. 

Hartlaub's Babbler Turdoides hartlaubii Seen at Popa Falls & Shakawe. 

Southern Pied Babbler Turdoides bicolor Seen at Khan River, Omaruru & Etosha. 

Bare-cheeked Babbler Turdoides gymnogenys Seen at Etosha. 

African Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus nigricans Seen at most sites. 

Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor Seen at Shamvura, Popa Falls, Mahango & Shakawe. 

Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris Seen at Shamvura, Popa Falls & Shakawe. 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris Seen at Shamvura, Popa Falls & Shakawe. 

Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyanus Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Groundscraper Thrush Psophocichla litsipsirupa Seen at Daan Viljoen, Etosha & Shamvura. 

Short-toed Rock-Thrush Monticola brevipes Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28, Erongo & Etosha. 

Mountain Wheatear Oenanthe monticola Seen on the C28, at Spitzkoppe & Erongo. 

Familiar Chat Cercomela familiaris Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28 & Erongo. 

Tractrac Chat Cercomela tractrac Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Karoo Chat Cercomela schlegelii Seen at C28 & Spitzkoppe. 

Arnot's Chat Myrmecocichla arnotti Seen at Shamvura. 

Anteating Chat 
Myrmecocichla 
formicivora 

Seen on the C28 & at Etosha. 

African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini Seen at Popa Falls & Shakawe. Heard at Shamvura. 

White-browed Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys Seen at Etosha, Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Kalahari Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas paena Seen on the C28 & at Etosha. 

Herero Chat Namibornis herero Seen at Spitzkoppe. 

Chestnut-vented Tit-
Babbler 

Sylvia subcaeruleum Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, C28 & Omaruru. 

Layard's Tit Babbler Sylvia layardi Seen at Spitzkoppe. 

African Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus Seen at Heard at Windhoek & Shakawe. 

Greater Swamp-Warbler Acrocephalus rufescens Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Little Rush Warbler Bradypterus baboecala Seen at Shakawe & heard at Shamvura. 

Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida Seen at Etosha, Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Long-billed Crombec Sylvietta rufescens Seen at Omaruru, Etosha, Shamvura & Popa Falls. 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, C28, Khan River & Etosha. 

Green-capped Eremomela Eremomela scotops Seen at Shamvura. 

Burnt-necked Eremomela Eremomela usticollis Seen at Windhoek & Daan Viljoen. 

Grey-backed Cameroptera 
Camaroptera 
brevicaudata 

Seen at Commonly seen at most sites. 

Barred Wren Warbler Calamonastes fasciolatus Seen at Daan Viljoen. 

Rockrunner Achaetops pycnopygius Seen at Khan River. 

Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus Seen at Etosha. 

Luapula Cisticola Cisticola luapula Seen at Mahango. 

Chirping Cisticola Cisticola pipiens Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Tinkling Cisticola Cisticola rufilatus Seen at Shamvura. 

Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chinianus Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, C28, Omaruru, Etosha & Rundu. 

Neddicky Cisticola fulvicapillus Seen at Shamvura. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava Seen at Rundu, Shamvura & Shakawe. Heard at Maun. 

Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicans 
Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28, Walvis Bay, Spitzkoppe, Khan River, 
Etosha & Shakawe. 

Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina Seen at Rundu. 

Marico Flycatcher Bradornis mariquensis Seen at most sites. 

Pale Flycatcher Bradornis pallidus Seen at Rundu & Shamvura. 

Chat Flycatcher Bradornis infuscatus Seen at C28, Spitzkoppe & Etosha. 

Chinspot Batis Batis molitor Seen at Shamvura. 

Pririt Batis Batis pririt 
Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, C28, Spitzkoppe, Omaruru, 
Erongo & Etosha. 

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp Seen at Shakawe. 
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Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis Seen at Windhoek, C28, Walvis Bay & Shamvura. 

African Grassveld Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus Seen at Etosha. 

Long-billed Pipit Anthus similis Seen at Daan Viljoen. 

Wood Pipit Anthus nyassae Seen at Shamvura. 

Common Fiscal  Lanius collaris Seen on the C28, at Walvis Bay, Khan River, Omaruru & Etosha. 

Magpie Shrike Corvinella melanoleuca Seen at Rundu & Shakawe. 

Swamp Boubou Laniarius bicolor Seen at Shamvura, Mahango & Shakawe. Heard at Maun. 

Crimson-breasted Shrike Laniarius atrococcineus Seen at most sites. 

Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla 
Seen at Khan River, Etosha, Rundu, Shamvura, Popa Falls, 
Mahango & Shakawe. 

Brubru Nilaus afer Seen at Khan River, Etosha, Shamvura, Mahango & Shakawe. 

Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis Seen at Omaruru, Erongo, Etosha & Shamvura. 

Orange-breasted 
Bushshrike 

Telophorus 
sulfureopectus 

Seen at Shamvura, Popa Falls. 

White-tailed Shrike Lanioturdus torquatus Seen at C28, Khan River, Erongo & Etosha. 

White-crested 
Helmetshrike 

Prionops plumatus Seen at Etosha & Shamvura. 

Southern White-crowned 
Shrike 

Eurocephalus 
anguitimens 

Seen at Etosha, Shakawe & on the drive from Shakawe to Maun. 

Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea Seen at Windhoek, Etosha, Shamvura, Shakawe & Maun. 

Violet-backed Starling 
Cinnyricinclus 
leucogaster 

Seen at Shamvura, Shakawe & Maun. 

Burchell's Starling Lamprotornis australis 
Seen at Khan River & Etosha, Mahango, Shakawe & on the drive 
from Shakawe to Maun. 

Meve's Starling Lamprotornis mevesii Seen at Popa Falls, Mahango & Shakawe. 

Cape Glossy Starling Lamprotornis nitens Seen at Commonly seen at most sites. 

Pale-winged Starling 
Onychognathus 
nabouroup 

Seen on the C28, Spitzkoppe & Erongo. 

Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus Seen at Mahango, Shakawe & on the drive from Shakawe to Maun. 

Red-billed Oxpecker 
Buphagus 
erythrorhynchus 

Seen at Mahango. 

Marico Sunbird Nectarinia mariquensis Seen at Windhoek 

White-bellied Sunbird Nectarinia talatala Seen at Shamvura & Popa Falls. 

Dusky Sunbird Nectarinia fusca Seen at Windhoek 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird Nectarinia senegalensis Seen at Windhoek. 

Collared Sunbird Hedidypna collaris Seen at Shakawe. 

Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis Seen at Shamvura, Popa Falls & Shakawe. 

Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver Bubalornis niger Seen at Daan Viljoen, Khan River, Etosha & Maun. 

White-browed Sparrow-
Weaver 

Plocepasser mahali Seen at most sites. 

Sociable Weaver Philetairus socius Seen on the C28 & at Etosha. 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus Seen at Windhoek, C28 & Walvis Bay. 

Great Sparrow Passer motitensis Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28, Spitzkoppe, Erongo & Etosha. 

Cape Sparrow  Passer melanurus Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Southern Grey-headed 
Sparrow 

Passer diffusus 
Seen at Omaruru, Erongo, Etosha, Shamvura & on the drive from 
Shakawe to Maun. 

Yellow-throated Petronia Petronia superciliaris Seen at Shamvura. 

Scaly-feathered Finch Sporopipes squamifrons Seen on the C28, at Spitzkoppe & Etosha. 

Golden Weaver Ploceus xanthops Seen at Shamvura & Shakawe. 

Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus Seen at Shamvura. 

Chestnut Weaver Ploceus rubiginosus Seen at Etosha. 

Southern Masked-Weaver Ploceus velatus 
Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen,  C28, Spitzkoppe, Omaruru, 
Erongo, Etosha & Popa Falls. 

Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius Seen at Shakawe. 

Thick-billed Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons Seen at Shakawe. 

Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps Seen at Rundu. 

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 
Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28, Etosha, Shamvura, Popa Falls & on the 
drive from Shakawe to Maun. 

Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba Seen at Daan Viljoen, Omaruru, Erongo, Shamvura & Popa Falls. 

Jameson's Firefinch Lagonosticta rhodopareia Seen at Popa Falls. 

Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala Seen at Shamvura, Popa Falls, Shakawe & Maun. 

Brown Firefinch Lagonosticta nitidula Seen at Shakawe. 
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Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis Seen at Etosha, Rundu, Shamvura, Popa Falls, Shakawe & Maun. 

Violet-eared Waxbill Uraeginthus granatina Seen on the C28, at Etosha, Rundu & Popa Falls. 

Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen & Shakawe. 

Black-faced Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos 
Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, Omaruru, Erongo, Etosha, 
Mahango & Shakawe. 

Red-headed Finch Amadina erythrocephala Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28 & Etosha. 

Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura Seen at Shamvura. 

Shaft-tailed Whydah Vidua regia 
Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28, Etosha, Shamvura & on the drive from 
Shakawe to Maun. 

Long-tailed Paradise-
Whydah 

Vidua paradisaea Seen at Etosha & Shamvura. 

Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata Seen at Maun. 

Yellow-fronted Canary Serinus mozambicus Seen at Rundu & Shamvura. 

Black-throated Canary Serinus atrogularis 
Seen at Daan Viljoen, Erongo, Etosha & on the drive from Shakawe 
to Maun. 

Yellow Canary Serinus flaviventris Seen at Windhoek & Etosha. 

White-throated Canary Serinus albogularis Seen on the C28 & Erongo. 

Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza flaviventris 
Seen at Daan Viljoen, Etosha, Rundu, Shamvura & on the drive 
from Shakawe to Maun. 

Cape Bunting Emberiza capensis Seen at Spitzkoppe, Omaruru & Erongo. 

Cinnamon-breasted 
Bunting 

Emberiza tahapisi Seen at Etosha. 

Lark-like Bunting Emberiza impetuani Seen at Erongo. 

   

 
MAMMAL LIST 
Mammal Taxonomy follows J.Kingdon, The Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals, 1997 
 

Dassie Rat  Petromus typicus Seen at Erongo. 

Acacia Rat Thallomys sp Seen at Windhoek. 

Cape Fur Seal  Actophilornis pusillus Seen at Walvis Bay. 

Chacma Baboon  Papio ursinus 
Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, C28, Spitzkoppe, Etosha & Seen 
at Mahango. 

Vervet Monkey  Cercopithecus aethiops Seen at Mahango & Shakawe. 

South African Ground 
Squirrel   

Geosciurus inauris 
Seen at Windhoek, C28, Spitzkoppe, Etosha & on the drive from 
Shakawe to Maun. 

Tree Squirrel   Paraxerus cepapi Seen at Etosha & Shakawe. 

Scrub Hare  Lepus capensis Seen at Spitzkoppe & Etosha. 

Black-backed Jackal  Canis mesomelas Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28, Spitzkoppe, Omaruru & Etosha. 

Bat-eared Fox Otocyon megalotis Seen on the C28. 

Spotted Hyaena  Crocuta crocuta Seen at Etosha. 

Lion Panthera leo Seen at Etosha. 

African Wild Cat  Felis sylvestris Seen at Etosha. 

Rock Hyrax  Procavia capensis Seen at C28, Spitzkoppe & Erongo. 

Elephant Loxodonta africana  Seen at Etosha. 

Giraffe Camelopardus giraffe Seen at Daan Viljoen, Etosha & Mahango. 

Burchell's Zebra Equus burchelli  Seen at Etosha. 

Hartmann's Mountain 
Zebra 

Equus hartmannae Seen at Daan Viljoen & C28. 

Hippopotamus 
Hippopotamus 
amphibious  

Seen at Mahango & Shakawe. 

Black Rhino Diceros bicornis Seen at Etosha. 

Warthog Phacochoerus africanus  Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, C28, Etosha & Mahango. 

Buffalo Syncerus caffer   Seen at Mahango. 

Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28, Erongo, Etosha & Mahango. 

Gemsbok (Southern Oryx) Oryx gazelle Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28 & Etosha. 

Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis Seen at Daan Viljoen, on the C28 & Etosha. 

Sable (Antelope) Hippotragus hippotragus Seen at Mahango 

Red Lechwe Kobus lechwe  Seen at Mahango 

Eland Taurotragus oryx Seen at Etosha 

Duiker Cephalophus harveyi Seen at Etosha 
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Steenbuck Raphicerus campestris 
Seen at Daan Viljoen, C28, Spitzkoppe, Erongo, Etosha & 
Shakawe. 

Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus Seen on the C28 & at Erongo. 

Damara Dikdik Madoqua kirkii Seen at Spitzkoppe, Khan River, Erongo & Etosha. 

Southern Reedbuck Redunca arundinum Seen at Mahango. 

Impala Aepyceros melampus Seen at Etosha & Mahango. 

Red Hartebeest  Alcelaphus buselaphus Seen at Daan Viljoen & Etosha. 

Blue Wildebeest  Connochaetes taurinus Seen at Daan Viljoen & Etosha. 

Slender Mongoose  Herpestes sanguinea Seen on the drive from Shakawe to Maun. 

Banded Mongoose   Mungos mungo Seen at Etosha. 

Yellow Mongoose  Cynictis penicillata  
Seen at Windhoek, Daan Viljoen, Etosha & on the drive from 
Shakawe to Maun. 

Suricate (Meerkat) Suricata suricatta   Seen on the C28. 

Spotted-necked Otter  Lutra maculicollis   Seen at Shakawe. 

African Porcupine  Seen at Erongo. 

   

 


