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A Tropical Birding SET DEPARTURE tour 

 

 

MADAGASCAR: THE “EIGHTH CONTINENT” 
NOVEMBER 5 -30, 2015 

 

 

TOUR LEADER: SCOTT WATSON 
TRIP REPORT AND PHOTOS BY SCOTT WATSON AND PABLO CERVANTES 

 

 

 
A striking Running Coua from the Spiny Forest. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 
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Introduction 

 

This year’s set departure tour in Madagascar was another great success, and with Tropical Birding’s satellite 

office in the country this tour ran smoothly, despite Air Madagascar’s best efforts to stop us! This set departure 

included both the Western Endemics and the Helmet Vanga extensions, and the birding was excellent 

throughout. We recorded 195 bird species including an impressive 100 endemics with more regional 

endemics and endemic subspecies. However, on an island as unique and diverse as Madagascar the birds only 

scratch the surface. We also found 41 mammals, and of these we had 32 Lemurs. We also saw 55 

reptiles and 11 amphibians including an amazing 15 Chameleon species. 

 We covered lots of ground and many different habitats on this tour. Starting in the dry deciduous forests 

of the northwest, we then moved to the totally unique spiny forest of the southwest, the mountain rainforests of 

the east, and to the lowland rainforest of the northeast, plus the mangroves, littoral scrub, offshore islands, rocky 

escarpments, tidal shores, and every other micro habitat in between. This habitat diversity coincides with us 

seeing all 5 of the Ground-Rollers, all 3 Mesites, all of the Couas, all 4 Asities, the 20 possible Vangas, and the 

10 possible Malagasy Warblers. We travelled by jet, by Cessna, on buses, 4x4s, Zebu cattle carts, 4 different 

motor boats, canoes, and lots of travel on foot too. This was definitely a trip to remember! 

 
One of the ultimate Malagasy birds, the Helmet Vanga. 

 

Itinerary 

 

November 5   Tana to Ankarafantsika National Park 

November 6   Ankarafantsika NP 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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November 7   Ankarafantsika to Majunga 

November 8   Betsiboka Delta boat trip 

November 9   Majunga flight to Antananarivo 

November 10   Flight to Tulear. Drive to Ifaty. 

November 11   Ifaty 

November 12   Ifaty to Tulear. 

November 13   Tulear. 

November 14   Boat trip to Nosy Ve and Anakao. 

November 15   Tulear to Zombitse National Park to Isalo 

November 16   Isalo to Anja Park to Ranomafana National Park 

November 17   Ranomafana National Park 

November 18   Ranomafana National Park 

November 19   Ranomafana to Antsirabe 

November 20   Antsirabe to Andasibe 

November 21   Andasibe 

November 22   Mantadia National Park 

November 23   Andasibe 

November 24   Andasibe to Antananarivo 

November 25   Flight to Maroantsetra cancelled 

November 26   Tana to Maroantsetra to Masoala National Park 

November 27   Masoala National Park 

November 28   Masoala National Park 

November 29   Masoala National Park 

November 30   Masoala NP to Antananarivo 

 

Daily Accounts 

 

WESTERN ENDEMICS EXTENSION 

November 5, 2015 

 

We left this morning for the long drive northwest to Ankarafantsika NP. Driving this portion of the trip avoids 

the challenges of the national airline, Air Madagascar, and increases our chances for a couple of high grassland 

species. Once we finally passed through the traffic of Madagascar’s capitol, Antananarivo or “Tana”, we hit the 

open country and it was smooth sailing along the highway. After gaining some elevation the habitat shifted to 

more open grassland, perfect for our targets for the day. Luckily we found them right from the bus. First came a 

pair of the endemic MADAGASCAR PARTRIDGE simply strolling across the road in front of us for decent 

views. Next came a beautiful male REUNION HARRIER hunting over an open field, and even landing for 

extended views. This is one of the rarest and one of the best looking Harrier species in the world. Our next stop 

was at Manakazo River where we found a pair of very obliging MADAGASCAR PRATINCOLES hawking for 

insects, and a MADAGASCAR TURTLE DOVE down on the rocks. We did see other common species along 

the way like; MADAGASCAR LARK, MADAGASCAR KESTREL, PIED CROW, CATTLE EGRET. 

BLACK KITE, and AFRICAN PALM-SWIFT. 

 It took the rest of the day to get to Ankarafantsika (meaning ‘Spiny Mountain’) National Park in the dry 

deciduous forest of the northwest. We transferred to our lodge to check in and then went back out immediately 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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to go to the restaurant in the park for dinner, where right afterwards we could go spotlighting. It was now dark 

and around the restaurant were a few MADAGASCAR DAY GECKOS, while in the trees outside was the 

nocturnal MILNE-EDWARDS SPORTIVE LEMUR. We moved to a different section of the forest to find the 

tiny, nocturnal GOLDEN-BROWN MOUSE-LEMUR, and 2 FAT-TAILED DWARF-LEMURS feeding on 

mangos. Our final find of the night was an OUSTALET’S CHAMELEON sleeping on an overhanging branch. 

Our first of many Chameleon species for the tour. 

 
The endemic Madagascar Pratincole was a good find on the first day. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 

 
The beautiful and rare Reunion Harrier and a Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemur from Ankarafantsika NP. 

 

November 6th, 2015 

 

We started with an early breakfast at our lodge just before sunrise, and our first bird of the day was a 

PEREGRINE FALCON perched atop a dead tree. Today was our only full day in the park so we started there 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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right away. On arrival, the parking lot was brimming with bird activity. First a bright purple and blue BROAD-

BILLED ROLLER caught our attention but so too did the WHITE-HEADED and CHABERT VANGAS, and 

the noisy LESSER VASA-PARROTS. However with more pressing target species we had to peel ourselves 

away from the common stuff. We started off down the trail, stopping to look at the group of MONGOOSE 

LEMUR and a WESTERN TUFT-TAILED RAT curled up in a tree. Next we were unsuccessful in finding 

either White-breasted Mesite or Schlegel’s Asity after some effort so we headed uphill. Both COQUEREL’S 

and RED-CAPPED COUA were found in the open along the sandy trails, a pair of CRESTED COUAS in the 

trees, and we also got into a nice mixed species flock including; RUFOUS, BLUE, and WHITE-HEADED 

VANGA, MADAGASCAR PARADISE-FLYCATCHER, CRESTED DRONGO, and an ASHY CUCKOO-

SHRIKE. Suddenly we heard the call of our major target VAN DAM’S VANGA further down the trail, and we 

were on the run, literally, until we finally caught up with it for great views. In the lower levels of the thick scrub 

we found a few COMMON NEWTONIA, LONG-BILLED BERNIERIA, and MADAGASCAR MAGPIE-

ROBIN, while COMMON JERY and SOUIMANGA SUNBIRD were obvious foraging above the trails. After 

watching a troop of COMMON BROWN LEMURS, and finding both GIANT and BLONDE HOGNOSE 

SNAKES along the sandy trail, we headed back down to the edge of Lake Ravelobe. Our first find here was a 

group of three striking MADAGASCAR HOOPOES, and a couple of MALAGASY KINGFISHERS hunting 

along the lake edge. Our best find here was the rare, and endemic HUMBLOT’S HERON hunting in the 

invasive water hyacinth. Next we spent some time scanning and waiting for a Fish-Eagle, but to no avail. Now 

the day’s heat was searing so we retreated to a nice relaxed lunch. 

 
Red-capped Coua with prey on our first morning in Ankarafantsika. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 

 

 In the afternoon we went back to the forest trails to only hear more Mesites, but we did find our first 

PAINTED BUTTONQUAIL and the weird, yet beautiful CUCKOO-ROLLER. We went back to the lake edge 

in the late afternoon before sunset. Some new additions here included LITTLE BITTERN, GLOSSY IBIS, 

GRAY and PURPLE HERONS, SQUACCO HERON, MADAGASCAR POND-HERON, MADAGASCAR 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/


[D
at

e]
 

TROPICAL BIRDING TRIP REPORT: MADAGASCAR SET DEPARTURE  NOVEMBER 2015 

 

 
WWW.TROPICALBIRDING.COM                          +1-409-515-0514                                        INFO@TROPICALBIRDING.COM 

6 

BUZZARD, and MADAGASCAR COUCAL. After dinner we were successful in calling in the endemic 

TOROTOROKA SCOPS-OWL, marking the end of a great day, but lots of targets to find for tomorrow.  

 

 
Stunning Broad-billed Rollers are common around the main parking lot. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 

 

November 7
th

, 2015   

 

After breakfast at our lodge a surprise BAT HAWK flew over the group as we were getting into the bus. This 

bird was to be a good omen for our morning of birding. Hitting the lodge trails it didn’t take us long until we 

heard a SCHLEGEL’S ASITY and eventually found 4 females and 2 males in a tree. We were all blown away 

by the incredibly bright blue and green carruncles of the males. Now with the Asity in the bag we were in full 

concentration for WHITE-BREASTED MESITE, and it didn’t take us long before we heard a pair not too far 

away. Hearing them is one thing, but seeing them requires some talent from the local guides who carefully and 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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slowly herded the birds towards us, until we all managed good views of them as they slowly crossed the trail in 

front. Now we left the forest to go back to the lake and try for our last target of the morning. We struck out 

yesterday here, but we got a tip from a local fisherman that he spotted the critically endangered endemic 

MADAGASCAR FISH-EAGLE. It was great to finally see this magnificent bird, but saddened that there may 

be as few as 250 birds left. Next we went back to the park restaurant for lunch, were a FRANCES’S 

GOSHAWK paid us a visit, and we enjoyed watching a troop of COQUEREL’S SIFAKAS, plus a pair of 

endemic GRAY-HEADED LOVEBIRDS, before jumping in the van and making the drive towards the coast to 

Mahajunga. 

 
It took some effort to find this White-breasted Mesite, but it was well worth it. 

 

 In the afternoon we went to a private lake just outside of the city which held some great waterbirds and 

dry open country species in the grassy fields bordering the lake. In the lake itself we found our target AFRICAN 

OPENBILL of the endemic madagascariensis subspecies, and a pair of colorful AFRICAN PYGMY GEESE. 

Walking the lake edge we found our first MADAGASCAR CISTICOLAS, MADAGASCAR MANNIKINS, 

RED FODY, MASCARENE MARTIN, and NAMAQUA DOVES. In the far lobe of the lake there is an 

extensive raft of lilly-pads, perfect for the 2 MADAGASCAR JACANAS we found, as well as the dozens of 

BLACK HERONS hunting under their self-made umbrellas. Some more careful scanning yielded 4 beautiful 

GREATER PAINTED-SNIPE hidden in the aquatic vegetation. Our final bird of the afternoon was a calling 

MADAGASCAR CUCKOO which eventually flew right over our heads. Now we went back to our nice 

Oceanside resort to enjoy some great French food. We needed a great day of birding, and we got on, seeing all 

the targets, all starting with our lucky BAT HAWK in the morning. 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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Clockwise from top left; Malagasy Kingfisher, Madagascar Cisticols, the critically endangered 

Madagascar Fish-Eagle, and the local subspecies of African Openbill. 

 
The cuddly Common Brown Lemur from Ankarafantsika NP. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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November 8
th

, 2015 

 

Today we left early to explore the Betsiboka Delta to look for 2 rare endemics. Before boarding our boat a 

SOOTY FALCON flew by. Could this be another good omen? It was definitely the opposite as the seas really 

got angry on us quickly, and although we slowly got up the delta to the birding area it was still too rough and 

the birds were absent. We saw a few shorebirds, best being a TEREK SANDPIPER. Calling it off before it got 

worse we slowly chugged back getting very wet, and a little seasick. The rest of the afternoon was spent back at 

the nearby lake where we added YELLOW-BILLED STORK. Tomorrow morning will need to be a good one, 

maybe praying to the weather gods will help? 

 

November 9
th

, 2015  

 

Thankfully the weather was calm, we were armed with a bigger, faster boat, and we left even earlier. Shooting 

up the delta we got to the mangrove fringed estuary with the tide still a little high. Amazingly the first birds we 

saw was our main target. Eight of the critically endangered endemic BERNIER’S TEAL were perched up in a 

tree! High-fives and hugs all around as we watched these cool birds until they flew away. Sadly, recent 

estimates show there may be as few as 500 of these ducks left. Our next bird amazingly was our target 

MALAGASY SACRED IBIS which also calls these mangroves home, and we were able to get the boat quite 

close to see this birds pale eye. Now with these 2 birds in the bag we raced back to the harbor since we had a 

flight to catch back to Tana! 

  
A small flock of the rare and endemic Bernier’s Teal from the Betsiboka Delta (left by Marcus Brew) and 

a nice Black-crowned Night-Heron from Lake Alarobia in Tana (right by Pablo Cervantes). 

 

 Now back in the hustle and bustle of Tana we visited the amazing Lac Alarobia, a gated nature preserve 

right in the city which holds a small lake and an amazing amount of diversity. The ducks were amazingly 

numerous, and varied with the endemic MELLER’S DUCK, COMB, WHITE-FACED WHISTLING, and 

RED-BILLED DUCKS, and HOTTENTOT TEAL. I am also not sure of too many groups who see both 

Meller’s Duck and Bernier’s Teal in the same day! Another great find here was a hunting MADAGASCAR 

GREBE, not usually seen in this park. The herons here are numerous as well, and we found a couple 

MADAGASCAR POND-HERONS amongst the SQUACCOS and CATTLE EGRETS. Moving to a small 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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secluded pond gave us amazing views of a pair of WHITE-THROATED RAILS, but the strangest find was a 

BARN OWL flying around in the daylight and landing in the low marsh vegetation. This thick vegetation was 

also great habitat for both the MADAGASCAR BRUSH-WARBLER and MADAGASCAR SWAMP-

WARBLER. This was another great end to a target filled day. 

 

 
A hunting Black Heron (above) and a White-throated Rail from Lake Alarobia. 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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MAIN TOUR 

November 10
th

, 2015  

 

Our mid-morning flight south to Tulear left on time from Tana, and on arrival we were greeted by a convoy of 

4x4’s. These trucks were needed to take us north to Ifaty along a very sanding road. After lunch in Tulear we 

continued north stopping at a few birding stops along the way, first of which was at a series of pools called 

Belalanda Flats. Here we saw a few shorebirds; BLACK-WINGED STILT, KITTLITZ’S, COMMON 

RINGED, and WHITE-FRONTED PLOVERS, COMMON and CURLEW SANDPIPERS, and COMMON 

GREENSHANK. We found a lonely GREATER FLAMINGO in another pool, along with multiple LITTLE 

GREBES. We heard and then found an endemic SUBDESERT BRUSH-WARBLER in the nearby scrub, as 

well as enjoying much better views of MADAGASCAR LARK. We continued north from here along the coast 

line and through the multiple fishing villages until we reached our beautiful resort on the coast. Our day ended 

with a beautiful sunset while listening to local Malagasy music and watching the local dancers perform. 

  

On 
On route to Ifaty we had Kittlitz’s Plovers (left) and Madagascar Larks. Photos by Pablo Cervantes 

 

November 11
th

, 2015  

 

We were away well before sunrise for breakfast and to call in a couple singing MADAGASCAR NIGHTJARS 

around the resort parking lot. Next we made the short drive to Parc Mosa to meet up with our local guides there 

to start birding the spiny forest just as the sun broke above the horizon. On the sandy trails we were off and 

running to get our targets early, before the day heats up to searing temperatures. Within 5 minutes the local 

guides found a group of the specialty endemic SUBDERERT MESITES doing their anti-predator behaviour of 

flying up a tree and freezing. We were also surrounded by quite a few of the common species here such as; 

COMMON and STRIPE-THROATED JERYS, COMMON NEWTONIA, MADAGASCAR MAGPIE-ROBIN, 

many SAKALAVA WEAVERS feeding on the Octopus Tree seeds, and both SOUIMANGA and 

MADAGASCAR GREEN SUNBIRDS. On the way to our next target a BANDED KESTREL flew in to a tree 

above, showing itself off in the morning sun. Our guides then led us to a staked out nest of the famous LONG-

TAILED GROUND-ROLLER, where it didn’t take long before we saw one of these incredible Roadrunner-like 

endemics to hop into a clearing for all of us to see. Its nest is even more incredible, a tunnel dug into the sand, 

going more than 1 meter down to a nest chamber. We pulled ourselves away from our first Ground-Roller of the 

tour and kept picking up more target birds. Next we found the endemic THAMNORNIS singing its beautiful 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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song, then an ARCHBOLD’S NEWTONIA showed itself. Our local guides got us moving again, as they had 

staked out a few more nests for us, making our birding incredibly easy. First we found a stunning adult 

MADAGASCAR HARRIER-HAWK (pictured on title page) and then a nest of the incredibly scares 

MADAGASCAR SPARROWHAWK with great views of the female. Two top notch endemic raptors seen, and 

all we had to do was walk up to them. Throughout the morning we had multiple sightings of GREEN-CAPPED 

COUAS on the trail, and CRESTED COUAS perched in the trees. But now we needed to concentrate on 

Vangas, and yet again the local guides knew a few nesting locations. First off was a party of SICKLE-BILLED 

VANGAS which we found by following their baby-like calls. This is the easiest Vanga to recognise with its 

huge scimitar shaped bill. We also found a few CHABERT and WHITE-HEADED VANGAS, but our best find 

was the spiny forest specialty, LAFRESNAYE’S VANGA, of which we found a pair. We also managed to see a 

couple interesting mammals this morning, the cute PETTER’S SPORTIVE-LEMUR and a roosting 

COMMERSON’S LEAF-NOSED BAT, which is a rare species in the spiny forest. 

 
One of the incredible Baobab Trees in the unique Spiny Forest. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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The incredible and totally unique Long-tailed Ground-Roller from Parc Mosa. Photo by Pablo Cervantes 

 
Subdesert Mesites (left) and a Madagascar Sparrowhawk surrounded by Baobab fruit. 

 

 Heading out of the forest we visited a nearby salt pan to search for the endangered endemic 

MADGASCAR PLOVER. Our group spread out to search the pan which held many other plovers, mostly the 

common KITTLITZ’S and WHITE-FRONTED PLOVERS, but eventually we found one with a black band, a 

MADAGASCAR PLOVER. We then scanned the brine pools more carefully, revealing quite a few shorebirds, 

including; COMMON RINGED and THREE-BANDED PLOVERS, a LESSER SANDPLOVER amongst a 

few GREATERS, multiple WHIMBREL, 3 RUDDY TURNSTONES, and a surprise EURASIAN CURLEW. 

Now with the day really heating up we returned to our hotel for a nice lunch on the ocean shore and a midday 

rest. 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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 In the afternoon we went back to Parc Mosa to clean up a couple species. Our main target was 

RUNNING COUA, which we all saw great with the local guides coaxing it towards us. We then enjoyed many 

of the same species we hurried through this morning, but also concentrated on exploring the other wildlife in 

this unique habitat. Reptiles were in abundance, especially the numerous THREE-EYED LIZARDS, but we 

also found WARTY CHAMELEON, STANDING’S DAY-GECKO, ELEGANT SKINK, MAHAFALY SAND 

SNAKE, and BIG-HEADED GECKO. We also saw some huge Crickets and a Black Scorpion, but our day 

ended with a couple of cool mammals. First the cute LESSER HEDGEHOG TENREC and then we witnessed 4 

GRAY-BROWN MOUSE-LEMURS trying to stick their heads out of a small tree hole at the same time.  

 After dinner at our lodge a couple of us walked the road where we eventually found our target GRAY 

MOUSE-LEMUR, our final new species of this endemic rich day. 

 

 
Gray-brown Mouse Lemurs (top), Madagascar Plover, and the “Karate” Cricket from the Spiny Forest. 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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November 12, 2015 

 

After seeing more MADAGASCAR NIGHTJARS this morning around our lodge we loaded up and headed 

down the road, but stopping to look at our first MADAGASCAR GREEN-PIGEONS perched in a tree. We 

went back into Parc Mosa spiny forest for another hour or so, adding HOOK-BILLED VANGA, and then 

started going back south towards Tulear. We made a quick stop at a patch of reeds where we coaxed out a nice 

pair of BAILLON’S CRAKE for good views. We then spent some time back at Belalanda Flats to try and pick 

up any new shorebirds. We didn’t find anything new but did see 13 species of shorebirds including more, 

GREATER PAINTED-SNIPE.  

 In the late afternoon we tried some nearby fields for Madagascar Sandgrouse, but to no avail. The 

Sandgrouse here seem to be in a sharp decline, mainly due to hunting and habitat loss. Instead we saw hundreds 

of introduced COMMON MYNA.  

 
A stunning Madagascar Green-Pigeon in Parc Mosa. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 

 

November 13, 2015 

 

Armed with our local guide, Freddy, we were off early this morning to an area called La Table, a plateau of 

Coral Rag scrub not far outside of Tulear. We had two main targets here, and Freddy knew where the nests were 

for both. First was the range restricted VERREAUX’S COUA which luckily was at its nest. Like a smaller 

Crested Coua, this bird can sometimes be very tricky to find, but not today! From here we went through the 

scrub where Freddy had amazingly found a nest of the endangered RED-SHOULDERED VANGA, which was 

luckily sitting on the nest! This rare bird was only described in 1997, and this very specific location being the 

best place known to see this species. So there we were with 2 rare endemics under the belt in about an one hour. 

It has been much harder than this in previous tours. From here we went back to the Sandgrouse fields where 

luckily a keen eyed participant spotted a MADAGASCAR SANDGROUSE in the distance on the ground! We 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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then carefully made our way closer for great views of this female Sandgrouse. It was great to see this species, 

but sad in the fact that we used to get small flocks coming through this spot. 

 In the afternoon we visited the Tulear harbour area to look for Shorebirds as the tide receded. We did 

quite well here by finding our target CRAB PLOVER, a very cool looking Plover-like shorebird in its own 

family, with Madagascar being one of the better places to see them. We saw thousands of Shorebirds, even 

adding a few new to the list; BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER, BAR-TAILED GODWIT, and SANDERLING. 

Also flying around the harbor was a tiny SAUNDERS’S TERN, our best views so far. From here we moved on 

to Arboretum d’Antsokay just outside of town. We saw quite a few nice species here, including our best views 

so far at; MADAGASCAR BUTTONQUAIL, CHABERT VANGA, STRIPE-THROATED JERY, and 

MADAGASCAR MANNIKIN. A MODEST DAY GECKO and a large WARTY CHAMELEON was our last 

additions to our successful day in the dry south. 

 

 
Chabert Vanga (top), Madagascar Mannikin (left), the rare Red-shouldered Vanga on a nest in La Table 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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November 14
th

, 2015 

 

Today we visited the small island Nosy Ve about 1 hour by boat from Tulear. Getting on the boat is an 

adventure in itself, by taking a Zebu-cart through the tidal flats, and then transferring to the boat. The ocean was 

quite calm today, making the crossing nice and smooth. We had a surprise find of a WILSON’S STORM-

PETREL cruising alongside the boat at one point, clearly a lost bird this close to shore, in tropical waters. 

Eventually we arrived at our beautiful white sand island, surrounded by bright teal water. We started at the 

southern end of the island where there is a small nesting colony of RED-TAILED TROPICBIRDS. Eight birds 

were flying around, and closer inspection underneath the bushes revealed a few nests and some chicks. We then 

continued walking the perimeter of the island, passing a small rookery of DIMORPHIC EGRETS and GRAY 

HERONS. Along the shoreline we found plenty of WHITE-FRONTED PLOVERS, RUDDY TURNSTONES, 

SANDERLINGS, WHIMBREL, and BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER. Now at the north end of the island an 

exposed sandbar held a nice gathering of Terns, which included; SAUNDERS’S, COMMON, GREAT 

CRESTED, and LESSER CRESTED TERNS. With the birds in the bag, it was time to go for a swim and enjoy 

these crystal clear waters. 

 We tore ourselves away from the island to visit a mainland area called Anakao, where the arid scrub 

behind the beach resort is home to the endemic LITTORAL ROCK-THRUSH. Amazingly all we had to do was 

sit down in the shade and enjoy a cold drink because a pair of these rare birds built a nest on the side of the bar! 

After our drinks we had a nice fresh Mackerel lunch and motored back to Tulear harbour, where we went for a 

bit of souvenir shopping and some well-deserved time off. 

 
An elegant Red-tailed Tropicbird nesting on Nosy Ve. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 
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The range restricted Littoral Rock-Thrush from the bar at Anakao. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 

 

November 15
th

, 2015 

 

Leaving extra early this morning, we were able to make the 2.5 hour’s drive north to Zombitse National Park, 

arriving just after sunrise. After seeing a pair of MADAGASCAR SANDGROUSE walking along the side of 

the road, we met our local guide and began to bird this isolated forest, rich with endemics. Things started off 

well in the parking lot as we watched multiple CUCKOO-ROLLERS flying over, showing off their acrobatics. 

Next we dove into the forest, first spending some time with a curious troop of VERREAUX’S SIFAKA, then 

going to a stake out for a roosting endemic WHITE-BROWED OWL, which we all saw well. Next we ventured 

to another area of the forest where it didn’t take long to find our target GIANT COUA, a pair of them which 

walked around us, no more than 5 feet away. The highly localized APPERT’S TETRAKA was next, and we 

found a pair giving great views just off the trail, right beside a RUFOUS VANGA on its nest in the crotch of a 

tree. Later on we found a flock of BLUE, HOOK-BILLED, and SICKLE-BILLED VANGAS, before finding 

the localized ZOMBITSE SPORTIVE LEMUR. Some interesting reptiles we saw along the trails here include; 

SAKALAVA’S VELVET GECKO, STANDING’S DAY GECKO, and GRANDIDIER’S DWARF GECKO. 

 We found all of our targets relatively quickly, which was nice as the day was heating up rapidly. We 

continued further north to our luxury lodge, built into the sandstone cliffs, near Islo National Park. We had 

lunch here, accompanied by the many DUMERIL’S MADAGASCAR SWIFTS, a species of Iguanid, 

clambering on the restaurant steps. In the afternoon we explored the lodge grounds, seeing many of the common 

species, but also our target BENSON’S ROCK-THRUSH, which is now just considered a subspecies of the 

endemic FOREST ROCK-THRUSH. MADAGASCAR WAGATAILS, BEE-EATERS, and CISTICOLAS 

were everywhere watching out for the multiple MADAGASCAR KESTRELS. Our final stop of the day was a 

little further down the road near an isolated patch of marshy habitat, where just after dusk we saw a MARSH 

OWL fly by, ending another long, by rewarding day. 
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Blue Vanga (top) and Rufous Vanga from Zombitse National Park. Photos by Pablo Cervantes. 
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White-browed Owl (top), Verreaux’s Sifaka, and the extremely range restricted Appert’s Tetraka. 
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November 16
th

, 2015 

 

After breakfast we continued north, first stopping at Anja Community Forest to look for the famous RING-

TAILED LEMUR. It didn’t take us long until we found a group of about 20 or so Lemurs, these the most 

recognizable Lemur species due to their prevalence in the pet trade. Next our community forest guide scratched 

through the leaf litter until he found us one of the highly localised BRUNO’S LEAF CHEMELEON, a larger 

member of the Brookesia genus of Dwarf Chameleons. From here we hit the road again, stopping shortly after 

for lunch, and then making our way to Ranomafana National Park, arriving after dark in time for dinner and 

bed. 

 
Watching Ring-tailed Lemur behavior and antics is simply pure joy. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 
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The range restricted Bruno’s Leaf Chameleon from Anja Park. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 

 

November 17
th

, 2015 

 

We woke up in the mountain rainforests in the lush eastern slope of Madagascar, in Ranomafana National Park. 

We started our birding this morning at the upper sector of the park known as Vohiparara. On the way up we 

stopped along the road to view a small flock of the endemic MADAGASCAR STARLING, which can 

sometimes prove to be tricky and sporadic, so was good to run into them right away. On arrival at Vohiparara, 

our first great bird in this area was the recently discovered CRYPTIC WARBLER we found at a small clearing 

close to the road, along with our first GREEN JERY and RAND’S WARBLERS singing their heads off at the 

clearing edge. From here we hit the deep forest trails, our first taste of true rainforest for the tour, and the new 

birds and mammals followed. Both RED-FRONTED and BLUE COUAS made appearances, and we found both 

RANOMAFANA BAMBOO LEMUR, and RED-FRONTED BROWN-LEMUR, until we were running, with 

news that a different group found a couple of beautiful MILNE-EDWARDS SIFAKAS high in the forest 

canopy. We raced over and enjoyed seeing these beautiful Lemurs, and what made it even better was that at our 

feet the endemic BROWN EMU-TAIL was skulking around the dense vegetation, giving brief but clear views. 

Here we also ran into a small understory flock which had a few SPECTACLED TETRAKA and a GRAY-

CROWNED TETRAKA, while nearby we found the beautiful songster, WHITE-THROATED OXYLABES. 

We continued upward from here, through the dense vegetation, to a territory of our next Ground-Roller target, 

the beautiful RUFOUS-HEADED GROUND-ROLLER. After a few minutes we heard its unmistakable call, 

and eventually our local guide saw it perched on a low log, but down the slope through some dense vegetation. 

After some odd scope positions, we finally all got great scope views of our second Ground-Roller species, 3 

more to go! We were now very close to the top, and our lunch spot on the trail, conveniently located beside a 

flowering tree which attracted both COMMON and YELLOW-BELLIED SUNBIRD-ASITIES. A pair of very 
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curious RED-TAILED VANGAS and large endemic MADAGASCAR BLUE-PIGEONS also joined us for 

lunch in the trees above. With our legs rested we slowly made our way back down the slope, while enjoying 

incredible views of a male VELVET ASITY along the way, completing of set of all 4 Asities. Our local guide 

used his incredible field skills to spot a perfectly motionless SATANIC LEAF-TAILED GECKO in a low bush. 

 
A stunning male Velvet Asity in the dark undergrowth of Vohiparara. 

  

 Our afternoon continued into the Amboditanamena sector of the park, a more open forested area with a 

nice wetland at the bottom of the valley. We headed directly for the wetland, on the way seeing many RED 

FODY and a few RAND’S WARBLERS. At the wetland itself we positioned ourselves to find the pair of 

calling GRAY EMU-TAILS which perched up for great views. Just ahead of us there was a sizable gap in the 

reeds, and it just so happened that the endemic MADAGASCAR RAIL slowly walked through the gap as we 

were all looking, doesn’t get easier than that for a Rail! Next as three MELLER’S DUCKS flew by us a 

MADAGASCAN SNIPE flew in to the reeds. Our local guide circled around giving us all great views of this 

endemic shorebird. Now with our marsh targets acquired we traveled back up to the forest edge, finding some 

great new birds in the last hours of the day; POLLEN’S VANGA, TYLAS VANGA, and DARK NEWTONIA 

being the best additions. We made one final stop on our way back to look at the stunningly beautiful BARON’S 

MANTELLA, the Mantella’s looking very much like the Poison-Dart frogs of the Americas. Going back down 

the main road (and finding a FOREST ROCK THRUSH) we stopped at an area where they put out banana on a 

branch and just after dark RUFOUS MOUSE LEMURS come in quite close. We waited for this spectacle, as 

well we searched for reptiles, especially Chameleon’s, best being; ELONGATE LEAF, NOSE-HORNED, 

O’SHAUGHNESSY’S, and BLUE-LEGGED CHAMELEONS. After a very long and successful day it was 

time for dinner and bed. 
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Rufous Mouse-Lemur (top), Baron’s Mantella, and Madagascar Bulbul from Ranomafana today. 

 

November 18
th

, 2015 

Up early again we went to the lower trails of Ranomafana NP to find our remaining targets. We headed down 

the slope to cross the river, but no more than 100 meters down the trail a PITTA-LIKE GROUND-ROLLER 

called! A short blast of playback brought it close, and then it jumped onto a branch at eye-level and starting 
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calling back in full view. What a start to the morning! Crossing the river we saw many MASCARENE 

MARTINS and a COMMON SANDPIPER before heading back into the thick forest where a small flock of 

SPECTACLED TETRAKAS and LONG-BILLED BERNIERIAS greeted us. Our next encounter on the trails 

was an EASTERN RED FOREST RAT scurrying ahead of us on the trail. Next can an even better encounter 

with a pair of MADAGASCAR WOOD-RAILS on the trail behind us! They were a little nervous but enjoyed 

watching them as the foraged in plain sight. From here we went bush-wacking to a location where a troop of the 

endangered GOLDEN BAMBOO LEMURS were feeding in a beautiful bamboo grove. This species is one of 

the main reasons Ranomafana is protected as a National Park in the first place. 

 From here we continued upwards, to a tiny clearing were both WEDGE-TAILED JERY, more WHITE-

BROWED OXYLABES, and a pair of NELICOURVI WEAVERS were present. But the best encounter was 

when we approached a nearby singing CROSSLEY’S VANGA (or Babbler). This bird allowed us to get within 

5 feet, yet still kept a bit of vegetation between us and him. Onwards we went, up and over valleys in this steep 

terrain to our furthest point after having tried multiple locations for BROWN MESITE. Now here on a distant 

ridge line we heard a pair of these super-skulking rainforest Mesites, much tougher than the 2 species we have 

seen so far (White-breasted and Subdesert Mesites). Luckily we were accompanied by 2 top notch rainforest 

local guides who used their supreme skills to literally herd both birds towards us. All we had to do to see this 

species was stand there silently until 2 BROWN MESITES walked by our feet! With this mega bird in the bag 

we started the long trek back, stopping at a beautiful lookout for a short break and a close view of RED-

FRONTED COUA. Continuing on, we had the chance encounter with the sizable BLACK-AND-WHITE 

RUFFED LEMURS at the top of a flowering tree. These are the best looking Lemurs in my opinion, and are a 

rare sight in Ranomafana. Eventually we made it all the way back to the car park, and back to our hotel for 

lunch and a break. 

 
We enjoyed an amazing close encounter with Crossley’s Babbler today in Ranomafana NP. 
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 In the afternoon we ventured back up to the higher elevation of Vohiparara to try for a couple of missing 

species. Our first species here was the elegant endemic COLLARED NIGHTJAR at a known roosting site. 

Further down the trail we heard the impossibly high pitched song of our target YELLOW-BROWED 

OXYLABES. After some time we struck out here, and soon we were in a mad rush as the daylight was fading 

rapidly. We had nice views of a WARD’S FLYCATCHER before hearing more Oxylabes, and were on the 

move again. After patience and some playback we managed only brief views in thick undergrowth until they 

sadly moved on over a ridge. Our last great sighting in the forest was a MADAGASCAR BLUE-PIGEON just 

as the day was ending, and on the way back a MADAGASCAR BUZZARD was circling above the main road 

before going back to our hotel. 

 

November 19
th

, 2015   

 

We loaded our luggage and said goodbye to our hotel, but we did make a final effort along the main road to 

scan for our last target here, the endemic HENST’S GOSHAWK, a huge Accipiter. We scanned the distant 

ridges until a curious silhouette looked promising, and after closer inspection through the scope it was indeed a 

Henst’s! More MADAGASCAR STARLINGS and a MADAGASCAR GROUND BOA along the road were 

our last good sightings before starting our long day of driving north. We passed through what seemed like 

endless rice paddies, seeing HAMERKOP, and multiple Egrets on route, before stopping at a fancy hotel in 

Antsirabe for the night. It is too far to make it to our next location of Andasibe in one day. 

 
Great views today of Madagascar’s endemic, nomadic starling.  

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/


[D
at

e]
 

TROPICAL BIRDING TRIP REPORT: MADAGASCAR SET DEPARTURE  NOVEMBER 2015 

 

 
WWW.TROPICALBIRDING.COM                          +1-409-515-0514                                        INFO@TROPICALBIRDING.COM 

27 

 

November 20
th

, 2015 

 

Today was another long travel day, so we had a rare leisurely breakfast at our nice hotel before setting off. We 

passed through many villages and rice fields, and was very interesting culturally, but devoid of any bird life 

except for a few BLACK KITES and PIED CROWS. We made it to the Perinet Special Reserve park office just 

before closing to get our tickets for tomorrow. After checking in to our luxury hotel we met up with Maurice, 

our great local guide, to do some late afternoon birding and spotlighting. With the sun fading we went to a patch 

of pine forest to view the staked out roosting spot of the endemic MADAGASCAR LONG-EARED OWL. It is 

always great to see an owl in the daylight without having to disturb it at night. Now with darkness upon us we 

started our night walk along the main road. A MALAGASY SCOPS-OWL was our first sighting, but we also 

found multiple cute CROSSLEY’S DWARF LEMURS, and some skittish GOODMAN’S MOUSE LEMURS. 

Both NOSE-HORNED and SHORT-HORNED CHAMELEONS were found along the road edge too. It was 

nice to end with great diversity on a travel day. 

 
Madagascar Long-eared Owl and Madgascar Magpie-Robin from our first afternoon in Andasibe. 

 

November 21
st
, 2015 

After a great breakfast in our beautiful resort we made our way to the Perinet Special Reserve, for our first 

crack at lower elevation rainforest birding. We started on the main entrance road to check the known territory of 

the diminutive endemic MADAGASCAR PYGMY-KINGFISHER. It didn’t take us long until one responded, 

flew by our heads, and perched on a low branch for great views. Next we headed into the forest where the 

birding activity started off very slow. We did see some nice species like MADAGASCAR PARADISE-

FLYCATCHER, LONG-BILLED BERNIERIA, and BLUE VANGA. Next we tried for a calling 

MADAGASCAR FLUFFTAIL to no avail, but we did see a couple more MADAGASCAR WOOD-RAILS. 

The trails remained quiet, so we headed uphill to a better area for 2 big Lemur targets. Our first encounter was 

with the largest extant Lemur, the incredible INDRI, known not for its size but more their incredibly loud and 

haunting calls. We enjoyed quite some time with 3 close Indri and heard their deafening screams from 20 feet 

away.  Next we made the short, but steep trek to an area where a troop of DIADEMED SIFAKAS, the most 

beautiful of the Sifakas, were feeding. We spent a magical hour with these animals, watching them socialize, 

feed, and bound, effortlessly from tree to tree only 10 feet away. What made this experience better was that a 

pair of bright orange and white MADAGASCAR PYGMY-KINGFISHERS were perched at eye level next to 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/


[D
at

e]
 

TROPICAL BIRDING TRIP REPORT: MADAGASCAR SET DEPARTURE  NOVEMBER 2015 

 

 
WWW.TROPICALBIRDING.COM                          +1-409-515-0514                                        INFO@TROPICALBIRDING.COM 

28 

the Sifakas. Somehow we tore ourselves away from this experience and made our way back downhill as the day 

was heating up, making our way back to our lodge for lunch. 

 

 
A stunning Madagascar Pygmy-Kingfisher (top) and a beautiful Diademed Sifaka from Perinet. 
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A calling Indri (left) and the incredible foot of a Diademed Sifaka. 

 

 In the afternoon we visited the Community Forest adjacent to Perinet. This forest patch is predominantly 

secondary forest, yet still is a great area for our target species. The first of these targets was the rare endemic 

MADAGASCAN IBIS. A bird was spotted well ahead on the trail, getting us on the move. This strange forest 

Ibis is often reluctant to fly, rather, quickly running through the forest floor. Again our local guide’s skill was 

such that they were able to herd this bird towards us, leading to good views of a great endemic. Moving our way 

along the trail we entered a small clearing where a nice feeding flock formed. CRESTED DRONGO, ASHY 

CUCKOO-SHRIKE, MADAGASCAR BULBUL, BLUE and HOOK-BILLED VANGAS were present, but 

picking through these we found our major target, the totally unique NUTHATCH VANGA. At least 4 of these 

birds were seen, probing along the branches just like a Nuthatch would, filling the void in a habitat missing 

both; Nuthatches or Woodpeckers. Amazingly, while watching the flock we accidentally startled a female 

MADAGASCAR FLUFFTAIL off its nest right at the side of the trail. The nest was unharmed and the female 

returned. With the light disappearing fast we had time to try for one more target, and had us nearly jogging 

through the forest. With the last minutes of light remaining we got onto a RED-BREASTED COUA just as it 

was clambering up a branch to roost for the night. This also marked our 9
th

 and final Coua species for the tour. 

A great way to end a great day. 

 

November 22
nd

, 2015 

 

We left very early this morning in order to make our way down the long, bumpy road to the beautiful mature 

forest of Mantadia National Park. We made our first stop in search of SHORT-LEGGED GROUND-ROLLER, 

and made our way into the forest. Recent rains here brought out the leeches so we were very happy when a 

Ground-Roller started calling within the first couple minutes. Soon after we saw the bird, fanning its tail high up 

the tree, making for great scope views. Now only 1 more Ground-Roller to go, and it just so happens that the 

local guides have a nest site for this next target. Back down another trail we were in the area where there is a 

nesting pair of SCALY GROUND-ROLLER. After a bit of waiting we saw this stunning species return to its 

nest with a beak full of worms. Now all 5 Ground-Rollers for the tour, amazing! Now having seen our main 

targets of the morning the pressure was off. Next we tried for better views of previously glimpsed species, 

starting with MADAGASCAR FLUFFTAIL. We made a small clearing in the brush, used a little playback and 

after a couple minutes a male Flufftail passed through the hole giving good views. Next we checked some 
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flowering trees along the road which held many MADAGASCAR WHITE-EYES plus our best views of 

FOREST FODY while MALAGASY SPINETAILS flew overhead. Amazingly we had found all of our targets 

here by 10am, just as the day was heating up, so we decided to make our way back to our lodge in Andasibe. In 

the afternoon some serious rain arrived in the area, leading to a well-deserved afternoon off where some visited 

the nearby Lemur Park. 

 
A beautiful Lined Day Gecko just outside our lodge rooms in Andasibe. 

 

November 23
rd

, 2015 

 

Today is our cleanup day, mainly for species missed previously by some. Our best chances were in Perinet 

Special Reserve where we enjoyed incredible views of a WHITE-THROATED RAIL with 5 black chicks 

feeding in a small creek. A nesting pair of MADAGASCAR PARADISE-FLYCATCHER and a PEACOCK 

DAY GECKO definitely added some color to the trails, while a nearby INDRI added some noise. For those who 

missed it the other day, we went on an uphill hike to find a calling RED-BREASTED COUA which amazingly 

stayed in one place leading to incredible views. The Coua hike actually lead us to the top of a far ridge, and 

when we made it back to the main trail we stumbled upon a group of DIADEMED SIFAKAS and a family 

party of 5 NUTHATCH VANGAS! Our local guide then showed us to a spot where 2 COLLARED 

NIGHTJARS were roosting on the ground, huddled together, using their camouflage perfectly. From here we 

headed back down to our lodge for lunch. 

 Now with all of our target birds found we enjoyed a nice afternoon off in our beautiful rainforest lodge. 

Good thing as the rain came in anyways. 
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It took a few seconds before we realized there were 2 Collared Nightjars here! 

 
Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher nest right at the side of the trail in Perinet. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 
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November 24
th

 and 25
th

, 2015 

After a final great breakfast we said goodbye to Andasibe and headed back inland to the capitol of Tana. We 

made a nice stop on route at a reptile park to see some of the countries endemic retile species up close, and then 

made our way back. In the afternoon some participants enjoyed doing some souvenir shopping. The next 

morning we experienced the full confusing wrath of the countries only airline Air Madagascar. After hours of 

little information our flight was cancelled. The rest of the day was used to sort out our private charters for 

tomorrow. 

 

HELMET VANGA EXTENSION 

November 26
th

, 2015 

 In the morning we started our Hemet Vanga extension by being whisked away to our plush private 

charter terminal where we boarded our 2 planes for our trip to Maroantsetra on the northeast coast of the island. 

It was a beautiful day and a nice flight with clear views of the amazing landscapes. On arrival we loaded up our 

van and drove to the harbour area to then load up our gear in a nice twin engine boat. We then motored out into 

Antongil Bay, in the Indian Ocean to the island of Nosy Mangabe, 5 km from Maroantsetra. This thickly 

forested mountainous tropical island is a great way to start our adventure here, and a great place for a nice 

picnic lunch. We were dropped off at a very picturesque being in emerald waters before hitting the short coastal 

trail not looking for birds so much, but target Reptiles and Amphibians. On this portion of the trip we crossed 

paths with another Tropical Birding custom group lead by Ken Behrens. On arrival at the island Ken heard, and 

then found the beautiful CLIMBING MANTELLA. Moving down the trail we found our first WHITE-

FRONTED BROWN-LEMURS, but then moved on to find the true master of camouflage, the huge COMMON 

LEAF-TAILED GECKO. These, the biggest of the Leaf-Tailed Geckos cling to the sides of trees fairly low to 

the ground, perfectly matching with the lichen and moss, making them very difficult to find, but with the help of 

our keen eyed local guide we saw at least 6. He was also able to find our other target, the tiny ANTONGIL 

LEAF CHAMELEON hiding in the leaf litter. 

 
The beautiful landing spot at Nosy Mangabe. 
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The master of camouflage, Common Leaf-tailed Gecko, and quite the opposite for the Climbing 

Mantella, both easily found on Nosy Mangabe. 
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 Having found our target here we went back to our boat and travelled the short distance to a small islet 

were a large colony of the endemic MADAGASCAR FLYING-FOX was roosting. Then we continued down 

the bay eventually landing on the pristine shore of Masoala National Park, and the stunning chalets of Masoala 

Forest Lodge. After our welcome drink and moving in to our beach houses we hit the trails in hopes of possible 

new birds in the last couple hours of light. Our main two targets for this extension are obviously the Helmet 

Vanga, and Bernier’s Vanga, both species being very uncommon and difficult to find. So obviously this is was 

we were focused on finding this afternoon. Unfortunately the forest was fairly quiet this afternoon, with no sign 

of our targets. We did however find a COLLARED NIGHTJAR, and both HOOK-BILLED and RUFOUS 

VANGAS. With darkness falling we went back to our beautiful lodge for a great dinner, and were surprised to 

find the curious LOWLAND STREAKED TENREC scurrying through the leaf litter outside the dining area.  

 

November 27
th

, 2015 

 

Bright, or should I say dark and early this morning we climbed aboard our zodiac for the short transfer to the 

main Masoala trailhead into some truly incredible forest. Like many mature forests the bird life can be very 

stagnant at times and we were hit with this while traversing the steep trails this morning. There were no sign of 

our target Vangas yet but we did find a few MADAGASCAR MAGPIE-ROBINS, RUFOUS VANGA, and a 

nice RED-BREASTED COUA. After a few hours we finally heard a Helmet Vanga high in the trees up slope, 

but our chase was futile when it never showed a sign again after some time. We continued on through the 

morning in the forest, crossing picturesque streams, and clambering through huge buttress roots, until some 

commotion above us turned out to be 3 RED-RUFFED LEMURS, truly beautiful animals especially against the 

bright green foliage. We watched the antics of a BLUE COUA before heading off to a known territory of 

SHORT-LEGGED GROUND-ROLLER, and thankfully we were successful here with two very approachable 

birds. This was a good find, especially for a couple participants who missed this Ground-Roller earlier in 

Mantadia NP. It was now heating up substantially and we made our way back down to the ocean, and to our 

lodge for lunch, and a break to wait out the heat of the day. 

 
Both Red-ruffed Lemurs and Short-legged Ground-Roller were seen well this morning in Masoala. 

 

 Our afternoon birding took up to the secondary forest behind the lodge on relatively level trails. We 

found a small hint of a much wanted feeding flock, but only turned out to be a few CRESTED DRONGOS, 
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RED-TAILED and BLUE VANGAS. At a nice clearing in the forest we enjoyed a MADAGASCAN IBIS on 

its nest, while MALAGASY SPINETAILS, LESSER VASA-PARROTS, and a MADAGASCAR KESTREL 

fly above. Sadly there was no sign of the hoped for Bernier’s Vanga. It was getting dark now, so back to the 

lodge for dinner. 

 

 
A Blue Vanga and a very young Collard Nightjar from the forest beside our lodge. 

 

November 28
th

, 2015 

 

Another big day ahead of us, and this time we went straight for the secondary forest clearing behind the lodge. 

There was a little more activity on this morning, especially with Vangas. We enjoyed great views of WHITE-

HEADED, RED-TAILED, HOOK-BILLED, BLUE, and RUFOUS VANGAS early, but still not our prize 

targets seen or even heard. Walking through the forest around this clearing lead to a family of COLLARED 

NIGHTJARS with 2 fluffy chicks. Soon we were in canoes travelling down a quiet forest stream to a different 

area of the forest. We crossed a field, ate a few energising Lychees from a tree, and made our way to bird the 

forest edge bordering a rice paddy. We scanned and waited to no avail until our one of our local guides came 

running out from the far end of the forest where he had been scouting. HELMET VANGA, he screamed, and 

we were off, jumping streams and running through the mud to get to the trail in the forest. Eventually we caught 

up to a massive feeding flock of birds, and then a large blue bill flew through the air and landed above our 

heads! Soon we had the scope pinned on a preening HELMET VANGA, the king of Madagascar’s Vangas. Just 

when we though it couldn’t get better a family of BERNIER’S VANGAS arrived, but then left! After a stressful 

couple of minutes we re-found them and enjoyed views of both males and females of this tricky species. A 

Helmet Vanga then flew back into view, and we had both of our key targets for this extension in view at once! 

Elated we slowly made our way back you our canoes to be transferred up the river where the forest meets the 

sandy beach and the ocean. The afternoon was spent snorkelling the rich, crystal clear waters from the beautiful 

sand beach at our resort. In the late afternoon we enjoyed a nice cruise in the zodiac around the close Tern 

colony rocks near the lodge. It was great to cruise nice and close to hundreds of beautiful ROSEATE, 

COMMON, and LESSER CRESTED TERNS as the sun was setting over the calm ocean. We even found a pair 

of MADAGASCAR PRATICOLES perched on these same rocks. A great end to a great day on the Helmet 

Vanga extension! 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/
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It took some effort but it is a nice feeling to have earned the Helmet Vanga (top) and the male Bernier’s 

Vanga (bottom) the two main targets for this extension. 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/


[D
at

e]
 

TROPICAL BIRDING TRIP REPORT: MADAGASCAR SET DEPARTURE  NOVEMBER 2015 

 

 
WWW.TROPICALBIRDING.COM                          +1-409-515-0514                                        INFO@TROPICALBIRDING.COM 

37 

November 29
th

, 2015 

Our final day in Masoala, and now with no stress we left slightly later this morning to look for SCALY 

GROUND-ROLLER for the people who missed it from earlier in the tour. It was a short but steep uphill climb 

but we found a pair of these, my favorite, Ground-Rollers up close. One stood motionless on a log for 10 

minutes and we eventually had to walk away from this great bird. We took the zodiac back to our lodge to again 

enjoy a relaxing afternoon, where some swam, some snorkeled, and some visited a local village. At night we 

went for a night walk in the forest, where we had awesome views of MALAGASY SCOPS-OWL, plus 

GREATER DWARF LEMUR, LOWLAND RED FOREST RAT, WEBB’S TUFT-TAILED RAT, and a very 

cool species of NET-CASTING SPIDER. From here we returned to the lodge where our great hosts delighted 

us with a traditional final dinner, and endless flavored local rums! 

 The next morning we took the boat back to Maroantsetra for our flight back to Tana to end another 

memorable Madagascar tour! 

 
The breakfast and lunch bar at the amazing Masoala Forest Lodge. What a view! 
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Bird Checklist – Using Clements 6.9 (H = Heard only). Species in BOLD are endemic to Madagascar  

 

The range restricted Van Dam’s Vanga from Ankarafantsika NP. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 

Anatidae (Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl)   

White-faced Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna viduata    

Comb (Knob-billed) Duck  Sarkidiornis melanotos    

African Pygmy-goose  Nettapus auritus    

Meller's Duck  Anas melleri    

Red-billed Duck (Teal)  Anas erythrorhyncha    

Hottentot Teal  Anas hottentota    

Bernier's Teal  Anas bernieri    

Numididae (Guineafowl)     

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris    

Phasianidae (Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies)   

Madagascar Partridge  Margaroperdix madagascarensis    

Common Quail Coturnix coturnix  H 

Podicipedidae (Grebes)     

Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis    

Madagascar (Little) Grebe  Tachybaptus pelzelnii    

Phoenicopteridae (Flamingos)     

Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus    

Hydrobatidae (Storm-Petrels)   

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus  

Phaethontidae (Tropicbirds)     

Red-tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon rubricauda    
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Ciconiidae (Storks)     

African Openbill  Anastomus lamelligerus m.   

Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis   

Scopidae (Hamerkop)     

Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta    

Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns)   

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus  

Gray Heron  Ardea cinerea firasa   

Humblot's Heron Ardea humbloti   

Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea madagascariensis   

Great (White) Egret  Ardea alba    

Little (Dimorphic) Egret  Egretta garzetta dimorpha   

Black Heron (Egret) Egretta ardesiaca    

Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis    

(Common) Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides    

Madagascar (Squacco) Pond-

Heron  
Ardeola idae    

Striated (Green-backed) Heron  Butorides striata rutenbergi   

Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax    

Threskiornithidae (Ibises and Spoonbills)   

Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus    

Madagascan (Crested) Ibis Lophotibis cristata   

(Malagasy) Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus bernieri   

African Spoonbill Platalea alba    

Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, and Kites)   

Madagascar Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides radiatus    

Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus  

Reunion Harrier Circus macrosceles    

Frances's Goshawk Accipiter f. francesii    

Madagascar Sparrowhawk  Accipiter madagascariensis    

Henst's Goshawk  Accipiter henstii    

Black (Yellow-billed) Kite Milvus migrans (parasitus)   

Madagascar Fish-Eagle  Haliaeetus vociferoides    

Madagascar Buzzard  Buteo brachypterus    

Mesitornithidae (Mesites)     

White-breasted Mesite  Mesitornis variegata    

Brown Mesite  Mesitornis unicolor    

Subdesert Mesite  Monias benschi    

Rallidae (Rails, Gallinules, and Coots)   

Madagascar Rail  Rallus madagascariensis    

White-throated Rail  Dryolimnas c. cuvieri    

Baillon's Crake  Porzana pusilla    

Eurasian Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus pyrrhorrhoa   

Sarothruridae (Flufftails)     

Madagascar Wood-Rail  Canirallus kioloides    

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/


[D
at

e]
 

TROPICAL BIRDING TRIP REPORT: MADAGASCAR SET DEPARTURE  NOVEMBER 2015 

 

 
WWW.TROPICALBIRDING.COM                          +1-409-515-0514                                        INFO@TROPICALBIRDING.COM 

40 

Madagascar Flufftail  Sarothrura insularis    

Recurvirostridae (Stilts and Avocets)   

Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus    

Charadriidae (Plovers and Lapwings)   

Black-bellied (Grey) Plover  Pluvialis squatarola    

Lesser Sandplover  Charadrius mongolus    

Greater Sandplover  Charadrius leschenaultii    

Kittlitz's Plover  Charadrius pecuarius    

Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula    

Madagascar Plover  Charadrius thoracicus    

Three-banded Plover  Charadrius tricollaris bifrontatus   

White-fronted Plover  Charadrius marginatus tenellus   

Rostratulidae (Painted-Snipes)     

Greater Painted-snipe  Rostratula benghalensis    

Jacanidae (Jacanas)     

Madagascar Jacana  Actophilornis albinucha    

Scolopacidae (Sandpipers and Allies)   

Terek Sandpiper  Xenus cinereus    

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos    

Common Greenshank  Tringa stagnatilis   

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus    

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata  

Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica    

Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres    

Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea    

Sanderling  Calidris alba    

Madagascan Snipe Gallinago macrodactyla   

Turnicidae (Buttonquail)     

Madagascar Buttonquail  Turnix nigricollis    

Dromadidae (Crab Plover)     

Crab Plover  Dromas ardeola    

Glareolidae (Pratincoles and Coursers)   

Madagascar Pratincole  Glareola ocularis    

Laridae (Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers)   

Saunders's Tern  Sternula saundersi    

Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii arideensis   

Common Tern  Sterna hirundo    

Great Crested (Swift) Tern  Thalasseus bergii    

Lesser Crested Tern  Thalasseus bengalensis    

Pteroclidae (Sandgrouse)     

Madagascar Sandgrouse  Pterocles personatus    

Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves)     

Rock Pigeon (Dove)  Columba livia    

Madagascar Turtle-Dove  Streptopelia p. picturata    

Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis aliena   
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Madagascar Green-Pigeon  Treron australis xenius/australis   

Madagascar Blue-Pigeon  Alectroenas madagascariensis    

Cuculidae (Cuckoos)     

Madagascar (Lesser) Cuckoo  Cuculus rochii    

Giant Coua  Coua gigas    

Coquerel's Coua  Coua coquereli    

Red-breasted Coua  Coua serriana    

Red-fronted Coua  Coua reynaudii    

Red-capped Coua  Coua r. ruficeps    

[Green-capped Coua]  [Coua ruficeps olivaceiceps]    

Running Coua  Coua cursor    

Crested Coua  Coua cristata    

Verreaux's Coua  Coua verreauxi    

Blue Coua  Coua caerulea    

Madagascar Coucal  Centropus t. toulou    

Tytonidae (Barn-Owls)     

Barn Owl  Tyto alba affinis   

Strigidae (Owls)     

Malagasy Scops-Owl  Otus rutilus    

Torotoroka Scops-Owl  Otus madagascariensis    

Madagascar Long-eared Owl Asio madagascariensis    

(African) Marsh Owl Asio capensis hova   

White-browed Owl  Ninox superciliaris    

Caprimulgidae (Nightjars and allies)   

Collared Nightjar  Gactornis enarratus    

Madagascar Nightjar  Caprimulgus m. madagascariensis    

Apodidae (Swifts)     

Malagasy Spinetail  Zoonavena g. grandidieri    

Madagascar (Black) Swift Apus b. balstoni   

Little Swift Apus affinis   

African Palm-Swift  Cypsiurus parvus gracilis   

Leptosomidae (Cuckoo-Roller)     

(Madagascar) Cuckoo-Roller  Leptosomus discolor    

Upupidae (Hoopoes)     

Madagascar Hoopoe  Upupa marginata    

Alcedinidae (Kingfishers)     

Malagasy Kingfisher  Corythornis v. vintsioides    

Madagascar Pygmy-Kingfisher  Corythornis  madagascariensis    

Meropidae (Bee-eaters)     

Madagascar Bee-eater  Merops superciliosus    

Coraciidae (Rollers)     

Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus g. glaucurus    

Brachypteraciidae (Ground-Rollers)   

Short-legged Ground-Roller  Brachypteracias leptosomus    

Scaly Ground-Roller  Brachypteracias squamiger   
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Pitta-like Ground-Roller  Atelornis pittoides    

Rufous-headed Ground-Roller Atelornis crossleyi    

Long-tailed Ground-Roller  Uratelornis chimaera    

Falconidae (Falcons and Caracaras)   

Madagascar Kestrel  Falco newtoni    

Banded Kestrel  Falco zoniventris    

Sooty Falcon Falco concolor   

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus radama    

Psittaculidae (Old World Parrots)     

Greater Vasa-Parrot  Coracopsis vasa v./drouhardi   

Lesser Vasa-Parrot  Coracopsis nigra n./libs   

Grey-headed Lovebird  Agapornis canus    

Philepittidae (Asities)     

Velvet Asity  Philepitta castanea    

Schlegel's Asity  Philepitta schlegeli    

Common Sunbird-Asity  Neodrepanis coruscans    

Yellow-bellied (Sunbird-)Asity  Neodrepanis hypoxantha   

Vangidae (Vangas & Helmetshrikes)   

Archbold's Newtonia  Newtonia archboldi    

Common Newtonia  Newtonia brunneicauda    

Dark Newtonia  Newtonia amphichroa    

Tylas Vanga  Tylas eduardi    

Red-tailed Vanga  Calicalicus madagascariensis    

Red-shouldered Vanga  Calicalicus rufocarpalis    

Nuthatch Vanga  Hypositta corallirostris    

Chabert Vanga  Leptopterus chabert    

Crossley's Vanga (Babbler)  Mystacornis crossleyi    

(Madagascar) Blue Vanga  Cyanolanius m. madagascarinus    

Hook-billed Vanga  Vanga curvirostris    

Ward's Flycatcher  Pseudobias wardi    

Rufous Vanga  Schetba rufa    

Helmet Vanga  Euryceros prevostii    

Bernier's Vanga  Oriola bernieri    

Sickle-billed Vanga  Falculea palliata    

White-headed Vanga  Artamella (Leptopterus) viridis    

Pollen's Vanga  Xenopirostris polleni    

Lafresnaye's Vanga  Xenopirostris xenopirostris    

Van Dam's Vanga  Xenopirostris damii    

Campephagidae (Cuckoo-shrikes)     

Ashy  Cuckoo-shrike  Coracina c. cinerea    

Dicruridae (Drongos)     

Crested Drongo  Dicrurus f. forficatus    

Monarchidae (Monarch Flycatchers)   

Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher  Terpsiphone m. mutata    

Corvidae (Crows, Jays, and Magpies)   

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/


[D
at

e]
 

TROPICAL BIRDING TRIP REPORT: MADAGASCAR SET DEPARTURE  NOVEMBER 2015 

 

 
WWW.TROPICALBIRDING.COM                          +1-409-515-0514                                        INFO@TROPICALBIRDING.COM 

43 

Pied Crow  Corvus albus    

Alaudidae (Larks)     

Madagascar Lark  Mirafra hova    

Hirundinidae (Swallows)     

Plain (Brown-throated) Martin Riparia paludicola cowani   

Mascarene Martin  Phedina borbonica    

Pycnonotidae (Bulbuls)     

Madagascar Bulbul  Hypsipetes m. madagascariensis    

Acrocephalidae (Reed-Warblers and Allies)   

Madagascar Brush-Warbler  Nesillas t. typica    

Subdesert Brush-Warbler  Nesillas lantzi    

Madagascar Swamp-Warbler  Acrocephalus newtoni    

Locustellidae (Grassbirds and Allies)   

Brown Emu-tail Bradypterus brunneus    

Gray Emu-tail  Amphilais seebohmi    

Bernieridae (Malagasy 

Warblers) 
    

White-throated Oxylabes  Oxylabes madagascariensis    

Long-billed Bernieria  Bernieria madagascariensis    

Cryptic Warbler  Cryptosylvicola randrianasoloi    

Wedge-tailed Jery  Hartertula flavoviridis    

Thamnornis (Warbler)  Thamnornis chloropetoides    

Yellow-browed Oxylabes Crossleyia xanthophrys   

Spectacled Tetraka (Greenbul) Xanthornixis zosterops    

Appert's Tetraka (Greenbul) Xanthornixis apperti    

Grey-crowned Tetraka Xanthornixis cinereiceps    

Rand's Warbler  Randia pseudozosterops    

Cisticolidae (Cisticolas and 

Allies) 
    

Common Jery  Neomixis tenella    

Green Jery  Neomixis viridis    

Stripe-throated Jery  Neomixis striatigula    

Madagascar Cisticola  Cisticola cherina   

Zosteropidae (White-eyes)     

Madagascar White-eye  Zosterops maderaspatanus    

Muscicapidae (Old World Flycatchers)   

Madagascar Magpie-Robin  Copsychus albospecularis    

Forest Rock-Thrush  Monticola s. sharpei    

[Benson's Rock-Thrush]  [Monticola sharpei bensoni]    

Littoral Rock-Thrush  Monticola imerina   

Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus sibilla   

Sturnidae (Starlings)     

Madagascar Starling  Saroglossa aurata    

Common Myna  Acridotheres tristis    

Nectariniidae (Sunbirds and Spiderhunters)   
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Souimanga Sunbird  Cinnyris souimanga s./apolis   

Madagascar (Green) Sunbird  Cinnyris n. notatus    

Motacillidae (Wagtails and Pipits)     

Madagascar Wagtail  Motacilla flaviventris    

Passeridae (Old World Sparrows)   

House Sparrow Passer domesticus  

Ploceidae (Weavers and Allies)     

Nelicourvi Weaver  Ploceus nelicourvi    

Sakalava Weaver  Ploceus sakalava    

Red (Magagascar) Fody  Foudia madagascariensis    

Forest Fody  Foudia omissa    

Estrildidae (Waxbills and Allies)     

Madagascar Mannikin  Lonchura nana    

 

 

A Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur from Perinet. Photo by Pablo Cervantes. 

Mammals 

Cheirogaleidae (Mouse & Dwarf Lemurs) 

Gray-brown Mouse Lemur  Microcebus griseorufus  

Gray Mouse Lemur Microcebus murinus 

Golden-brown Mouse Lemur  Microcebus ravelobensis  

Rufous Mouse Lemur  Microcebus rufus  

Goodman's Mouse Lemur  Microcebus lehilahytsara  
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Mittermeier's Mouse Lemur Microcebus mittermeieri 

Greater Dwarf Lemur  Cheirogaleus major  

Crossley's Dwarf Lemur Cheirogaleus crossleyi 

Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemur  Cheirogaleus medius  

Lepilemuridae (Sportive Lemurs) 

Small-toothed Sportive Lemur Lepilemur microdon 

Milne-Edward’s Sportive Lemur  Lepilemur edwardsi  

Zombitse Sportive Lemur  Lepilemur hubbardi  

Petter's Sportive Lemur  Lepilemur petteri 

Scott´s Sportive Lemur Lepilemur scottorum 

Lemuridae (True Lemurs)   

Eastern Lesser (Gray) Bamboo 

Lemur  
Hapalemur griseus  

Ranomafana Bamboo Lemur  Hapalemur g. ranomafanensis 

Golden Bamboo Lemur  Hapalemur aureus  

Ring-tailed Lemur  Lemur catta  

Common Brown Lemur  Eulemur fulvus  

Red-fronted Brown Lemur  Eulemur rufus  

White-fronted Brown Lemur  Eulemur albifrons  

Red-bellied Lemur  Eulemur rubriventer  

Mongoose Lemur  Eulemur mongoz  

Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur  Varecia variegata  

Red Ruffed Lemur  Varecia rubra  

Indridae (Woolly Lemurs, Sifakas & Indri) 

Eastern Woolly Lemur (Avahi)  Avahi laniger  

Verreaux’s Sifaka  Propithecus verreauxi  

Coquerel's Sifaka  Propithecus coquereli  

Diademed Sifaka  Propithecus edwardsi  

Milne-Edwards Sifaka  Propithecus diadema  

Indri  Indri Indri  

Pteropodidae (Fruit Bats)   

Madagascar Flying Fox Pteropus rufus 

Emballonuridae (Sheath-tailed Bats)   

Mauritian Tomb Bat Taphozous mauritianus 

Hipposideridae (Old World Leaf-

nosed Bats) 
  

Commerson's Leaf-nosed Bat Hipposideros commersoni 

Tenrecidae (Tenrecs)   

Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec Echinops telfairi 

Lowland Streaked Tenrec Hemicentetes semispinosus 

Nesomyidae (African Rodents)   

Western Tuft-tailed Rat  Eliurus myoxinus  

Webb’s Tuft-tailed Rat Eliurus webbi 

Eastern Red Forest Rat  Nesomys rufus  

Lowland Red Forest Rat Nesomys audeberti 
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Cetaceans   

Common Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus 

 

REPTILES 
 

Testudinidae   

Radiated Tortoise Geochelone radiata 

Chamaeleonidae   

Antongil Leaf Chameleon Brookesia peyrierasi 

Bruno's Leaf Chameleon  Brookesia brunoi 

Brown Leaf Chameleon Brookesia superciliaris  

Elongate Ancient Leaf Chameleon Palleon nasus 

Short-horned Chameleon Calumma brevicorne 

Perinet (Band-bellied) Chameleon Calumma gastrotaenia 

Parson's (Giant) Chameleon Calumma parsonii 

O'Shaughnessy's Chameleon Calumma oshaughnessyi 

Glaw's Chameleon Calumma glawi 

Cryptic (Blue-legged) Chameleon Calumma crypticum 

Rhinosaurus Chameleon Furcifer rhinoceratus 

White-lined Chameleon Furcifer antimena 

Oustalet's Chameleon Furcifer oustaleti 

Warty Chameleon Furcifer verrucosus 

Two-banded Chameleon Furcifer balteatus 

Panther Chameleon Furcifer pardalis 

Opluridae   

Three-eyed Lizard Chalarodon madagascariensis 

Cuvier's Madagascar Swift Oplurus cuvieri 

Grandidier's Madagascar Swift Oplurus grandidieri 

Dumeril's Madagascar Swift Oplurus quadrimaculatus 

Gekkonidae   

Madagascar Ground Gecko Paroedura pictus 

Common Leaf-tailed Gecko Uroplatus fimbriatus 

Satanic Leaf-tailed Gecko Uroplatus phantasticus 

Sakalava Madagascar Velvet Gecko Blaesodactylus sakalava 

Common House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus 

Gray's Leaf-toed Gecko Hemidactylus mercatorius 

Madagascar Clawless Gecko Ebenavia inunguis 

Grandidier's Dwarf Gecko Lygodactylus tolampyae 

Spiny Forest Dwarf Gecko Lygodactylus tuberosus 

Speckled Day Gecko Phelsuma guttata  

Koch's Day Gecko Phelsuma kochi 

Madagascar Day Gecko Phelsuma madagascariensis 

Standing's Day Gecko Phelsuma standingi 

Lined Day Gecko Phelsuma lineata 

Peacock Day Gecko Phelsuma quadriocellata 
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Modest Day Gecko Phelsuma modesta 

Gerrhosauridae   

Peter's Keeled Plated Lizard Tracheloptychus petersi 

Madagascar Plated Lizard Zonosaurus madagascariensis 

Western Plated Lizard Zonosaurus laticaudatus 

Ornate Plated Lizard Zonosaurus ornatus 

Scincidae   

Boettger's Skink Trachylepis boettgeri 

Gravenhorst's Skink Trachylepis gravenhorstii 

Elegant Skink Trachylepis elegans 

Malagasy Skink Trachylepis madagascariensis 

Common Madagascar Skink  Madascincus melanopleura 

Boidae   

Eastern Madagascar Tree Boa Sanzinia madagascariensis 

Madagascar Ground Boa Acrantophis madagascariensis 

Colubridae   

Giant Hognose Snake 
Leioheterodon 

madagascariensis 

Blonde Hognose Snake Leioheterodon modestus 

Collared Bright Snake Liophidium torquatum 

Gold-collared Snake Liophidium rhodogaster 

Striped Madagascar Garter Snake Thamnosophis lateralis 

Bernier's Striped Snake Dromicodryas bernieri 

Mahafaly Sand Snake Mimophis mahfalensis 

 

AMPHIBIANS   

Hyperoliidae   

Madagascar Reed Frog Heterixalus madagascariensis 

Microhylidae   

Stump-toed Frog Stumpffia sp. 

Mantellidae   

Madagascar Bright-eyed Frog Boophis madagascariensis  

Green Bright-eyed Frog Boophis viridis 

White-lipped Bright-eyed Frog Boophis albilabris 

Betsileo Madagascar Frog Mantidactylus betsileanus 

Duméril's Madagascar Frog Mantidactylus lugubris 

Grandidier's Madagascar Frog Mantidactylus grandidieri 

Eastern Madagascar Frog Mantidactylus albofrenatus 

Baron's Mantella Mantella baroni 

Climbing Mantella Mantella laevigata 
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