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Introduction 

 

Morocco is a captivating destination; its mesmerizing landscapes, charming people and world-class cuisine 

will have you hooked – not to mention the birds. Increasing in popularity with many birders, it is quickly 

becoming the go-to place for Spring birding for a chance to see the Afro-European migration and the 

many near-endemic species found here.   

 

We encounter an ever-changing landscape on this tour, starting in the hustle and bustle of Marrakech, we 

leave the hectic city behind us as we make our way to the breathtaking mountainous panoramas of the 

High Atlas. Following the winding roads of the Tizi-n-Tichka pass we are transported to the stony desert of 

the Boumalne Dades area and on to the impressive Erg Chebbi, the ochra sands of the Sahara. From this 

desert oasis we pass through the up-and-coming city of Ouarzazate and on to the contrasting fertile 

coastal habitat surrounding Agadir before returning to Marrakech to indulge in a little culture.  

 

Each landscape provided us with a wealth of birds, from Levaillant’s Woodpecker and Crimson-winged 

Finch in the mountains, showy wheatears, wagtails and Cream-coloured Coursers in Boumalne Dades, 

striking Blue Rock Thrush of the Todra Gorge and everyone’s favorite the menagerie of desert dwelling 

species of Erg Chebbi, including Egyptian Nightjar, Desert Sparrow, African Desert Warbler and the 

incredible Pharaoh Eagle Owl. Whereas the coast gave us life-changing views of the endangered Northern 

Bald Ibis, the species that unsurprisingly was voted Bird of the Trip by the participants. Five runners up for 

our top bird included Pharaoh Eagle Owl, European Bee-eater, Spotted Sandgrouse, Egyptian Nightjar and 

Common Kingfisher.     

 

With many participants visiting Africa for the first time, this welcoming place promises a wealth of lifers, 

great food and a fantastic introduction to the beautiful culture of this North African country. Furthermore, 

it is by far the quickest African destination to get to via North America and Europe and can be coincided 

with our Spain tours, which follow directly after this tour.  
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March 23 – Marrakech to the Ourika Valley 

 

Our tour started in the vivacious city of Marrakech; with the majority of the group residing in our perfectly 

located hotel just outside of the city center. The hotel grounds were abundant with Spotless Starling, 

Common Wood-Pigeon and delightful House Bunting. As we packed up the van eager to start our 

Moroccan adventure, we were treated by fantastic views of Little Swift all around us as Common Swift 

soared high overhead.  

We made our way in to the heart of the city to pick up two participants who had been staying in the 

medina, and then on to the airport for our final participant pickup. Making our way through the city to the 

airport we were able to pick up our first regional endemic, Maghreb Magpie, and other species including 

nesting White Stork, Common Bulbul, Eurasian Collared Dove and Eurasian Kestrel. Whilst we waited 

for our final participant to make his way through airport security, we were amazed to see a Cetti’s 

Warbler keeping a low profile in the foliage around the walled coffee shop. It’s certainly not a species one 

would expect to in an airport but we welcomed the great views of this migrating warbler.  



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Marvelous Morocco: North Africa in a Nutshell March 2019 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                            +1-409-515-9110                              info@tropicalbirding.com      
 
 
 
   
 

It was time to leave the bustling city behind us and make 

our way to the picturesque Ourika Valley. We arrived at 

our authentic Kasbah hotel just in time to settle in to our 

rooms before enjoying a delicious Moroccan lunch of 

homemade breads, kebab and tagine, followed by the 

most delicious clementines we’d ever tasted.  

 

A short break after lunch and it was time to explore the 

Atlas Mountains. We birded our way right up to the top 

of the valley, to the renowned ski resort of Oukaïmeden. 

We encountered some fantastic birds on our accent and 

the tour participants were soon ticking off those lifers. 

One stop was made near a village to take a look at 

African Chaffinch (First Page), this soon caused much 

excitement due to a Great Spotted Woodpecker 

showing beautifully in the tree above! We were then 

picking up more species, a Eurasian Robin sang from a 

nearby branch, Blackcap called from the brambles, Great 

and African Blue Tit flitted in the tree canopies, Eurasian 

Blackbird worked the orchards below and a gorgeous 

little Short-toed Treecreeper made its way up the tree 

trunk above us. Then, the distinctive laughing call of one 

of our main targets, the North African endemic, 

Levaillant’s Woodpecker! It called from trees in the valley below us and then made an appearance as it 

headed right for us and over our heads! The light wasn’t great and we hoped for better views, but both 

species of woodpecker in one spot; fantastic! Before leaving this productive area, we had distant views of 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk on the hunt across the valley from us.  

Reaching higher elevations, we were soon picking up our first Black Wheatear, despite the name it is a 

striking monochrome species and always great to see. At the same site we also enjoyed views of Black 

Redstart and the absolutely stunning Moussier’s Redstart. We made a quick stop at a small Atlas Cedar 

woodland, which produced views of Common Firecrest, albeit quick!  
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As we neared Oukaïmeden we had a swift view of Rock Bunting, 

who soon hopped down between the boulders and refused to 

come out again; I knew we would have a better chance of good 

views of this species tomorrow so we continued on to the village. 

Although the temperature was chilly to say the least, the snow was 

only to be found on the peaks and it was hard to believe that the 

place was a ski resort. We soon started to encounter the hardy 

species we had come to see however, starting off with a fantastic 

flock of Red-billed Chough and a solemnly singing Mistle Thrush. 

The choughs dispersed and I could see large flocks of small 

passerines across the valley, so we jumped back in the van and 

made our way over in search of our main target for the area, 

Crimson-winged Finch. One of the flocks fed on the ground and 

allowed for great views of Rock Sparrow, Brambling and a 

surprise Common Chaffinch. Moving on to the top carpark we 

piled out of the van in search of our main target. Walking behind 

the buildings near a ski lift, there they were sat perfectly on a 

fence, Crimson-winged Finch! The small flock of blush-winged 

beauties sat clearly for us for a few moments before flying uphill 

onto the ground and becoming almost impossible to see.  

 

With some amazing birds in the bag and the light starting to fade, 

we made our way back to our cozy Kasbah for a scrumptious 

Moroccan feast.  

 

March 24 – Ourika Valley to Boumalne Dades 

 

After a delicious breakfast we left the Kasbah to head back up to 

the ski resort to clean up on a few species that were not present the previous evening. As we headed 

down the track to the van, I heard the picking calling of Levaillant’s Woodpecker, a quick look up and 

there it was sat right outside our accommodation at the top of a pole! One of our participants sadly 
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couldn’t make it up to Oukaïmeden with us and so had missed the woodpecker yesterday, so ran back 

into the Kasbah and found her so she could enjoy him as we headed back up to the higher elevation. 

Meanwhile, the other participants had been watching his mate down at the van, so there were great views 

all round, fantastic!  

 

Reaching the ski resort, we were shocked to find that a heavy snow had fallen over night and the whole 

place had transformed into, well, a ski resort.  The sky was alive with choughs – both Red-billed and one 

of our targets for the morning, the much daintier-looking Yellow-billed (Alpine) Chough. After enjoying 

great views of both species as well as more Mistle Thrush, we went in search of the Crimson-winged 

Finches that we had seen the previous evening. In their stead found the characterful and surprisingly tame 

Atlas Horned Lark. Luckily for us, the snow had brought them into the carpark and they hopped around 

within feet of us, showing off their Batman-esque mask and horns.  

 

 

 

At a different area of the resort we had more great views of Brambling, Rock Sparrow and the delightful 

Black Redstart. I heard a Eurasian Wren calling from a rockface and managed to track down this tiny 
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species. As I was explaining to everyone where it was, it very obligingly popped up right on top and in the 

open singing its little heart out – what a huge song for such a little beast.  

Heading back towards the village we saw Eurasian Kestrel entering its nest in a hole on the side of a 

building, it looked like the choughs had had the same idea too.  

The morning was getting on and with a big drive ahead to explore a completely different habitat we 

started to make our way back down to the Ourika Valley. We made a stop first to look for White-throated 

Dipper which was nowhere to be seen, but we got those much better views of Rock Bunting that I had 

promised in return.  

 

Our route took us through the highest major mountain pass in Africa, the Tizi-n-Tichka. Known as the 

gateway to the Sahara, the drive took us through truly beautiful landscapes all the way to Ouarzazate – 

the door of the desert. We had all weathers along the road from snow to sunshine and everything else in-

between. After a tasty tagine lunch, we continued on our way to our destination, Boumalne Dades, located 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Marvelous Morocco: North Africa in a Nutshell March 2019 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                            +1-409-515-9110                              info@tropicalbirding.com      
 
 
 
   
 

aside the spectacular Tagdilt Track. A few stops along the way hailed some new species including, 

European Greenfinch, Moroccan White Wagtail and our first of many, much sought after Eurasian 

Hoopoe. The drive had taken longer than expected due to roadworks being carried out on the pass, the 

light was fading and we headed straight to our Kasbah hotel where we enjoyed yet another amazing 

Moroccan feast for dinner.  

 

March 25 – Tagdilt Track to Erg Chebbi 

 

We hit the Tagdilt Track at sunrise, eagerly awaiting what it had in store for us. There had been heavy 

rains over the last few days and indeed overnight, which meant part of the track was not accessible due to 

soft sand and 4x4-worthy creeks. Well and truly making the most of it though, we started our morning’s 

birding and with in minutes we were getting incredible species in the bag. Our first stop produced not 

one, not two but six, yes six, species of wheatear! It was staggering to see White-crowned, Black, 

Northern, Black-eared, Desert and the much desired Red-rumped Wheatear all together. I was amazed 

to see them all hanging out together and was amusingly reminded by one of the participants that it’s 

2019 and if wheatears want to hang out together then they can – touché!  
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The same patch gave us views of Crested Lark and two Trumpeter Finch which frustratingly flew before 

everyone could get on them. Having had our fill of the wheatears however, we continued on our way 

down the now incredibly windy track. The wind had really picked up and it was difficult to pick out any 

birdsong. A flash of vivid yellow caught the eye and we were treated to a flock of Western Yellow 

Wagtail, lighting up the ground like a Christmas tree. They were also accompanied by a regional 

subspecies, Moroccan White Wagtail.  

 

I love it when people say to me “Emma, can you take a look at this?”, it usually implies that they know 

they’re looking at something pretty awesome but just need a little reassurance that it is what they think it 

is. Well, that distant rock that blinked every now and then was indeed a Little Owl! Everyone was able to 

enjoy prolonged views and even in-flight views as it moved perch; who doesn’t love seeing an owl?!  

We were picking up new species left, right and centre, highlights being Long-legged Buzzard, Little 

Ringed Plover, both Greater and Lesser Short-toed, Thekla’s and the superb Greater Hoopoe Lark. The 

lark that stole the show though had to be Temminck’s Lark, what a stonker! We enjoyed fantastic views 
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of them dashing along the ground between the scrub and even came across a fledgling being fed by its 

parent. The Tagdilt Track’s icing on the cake came when six Cream-colored Courser worked their way 

towards us and crossed the track ahead of us. It was absolutely incredible to have such amazing views of 

this gorgeous much sort after species.  

 

 

 

After a cracking morning’s birding the track it was time to move on and we made our way to our lunch 

stop, Todra Gorge. This huge limestone wadi makes for a superb place to take a break and take in the 

stunning scenery that Morocco has to offer. To top it off, it’s also a great place to pick up some brilliant 

species and we relished in views of the striking Blue Rock Thrush, agile Rock Martin and a pair of 

Eurasian Linnet. As we tucked into our tasty lunch, we were serenaded by European Serin, the ever-

present Common Bulbul and another gorgeous male Blue Rock Thrush who sat on a rockface just across 

from us. It was also fantastic to see Barbary Ground Squirrel and a Gerbil species that hopped away 

across the rocks before it could be identified.  

 

After a long afternoon drive, we were rewarded by the enchanting views of our home for the next couple 

of nights, Erg Chebbi. The name Erg Chebbi means large sea of dunes and my goodness does it feel like 

sailing through an ocean of ochre as you drive through it, it’s truly breathtaking. As we neared our 

Arabian Night-esque Kasbah hotel surrounded by camels and dunes we picked up a desert specialist, 

Brown-necked Raven.  
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We had just enough time to spare before sunset this evening and some opted to take an unforgettable 

camel ride through the dunes lead by local Berbers. Some of us however, continued to bird the hotel 

grounds and Tamarisk trees dotted about outside the hotel walls. As the sunset both migratory and desert 

species were observed including, African Desert Warbler, Subalpine Warbler, Willow Warbler and a 

gorgeous male Common Redstart. We met for another fabulous meal and were even joined by a 

delightful Desert Sparrow in the restaurant. As I made my way back to my room, I was excited to find an 

amphibian living in this harsh arid environment, African Green Toad or sometimes referred to as Desert 

Toad.  

 

 

March 26 – Erg Chebbi and the Sahara 

 

It’s safe to say that this day is one of the absolute highlights of the tour! After waking up early in the 

stunning Saharan desert-scape and munching a beautiful Moroccan breakfast, we were met by our 

fantastic local guide and a couple of 4x4s ready to start our Saharan adventure. The golden glow of the 
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sun rose over the dunes and we made our may in convoy through the immensely impressive landscape on 

the way to our first birding spot.  

 

As we passed caravans of camels, Greater Hoopoe Lark revealed their bizarre aerial display, whilst Desert 

and Black-eared Wheatear sat atop what little vegetation could be found. We arrived at what can only be 

described as a puddle, caused by a small leak in a water pipe used to water date palm that are farmed 

here. Now used as a waterhole for some very special species indeed, sandgrouse. We waited in our 

vehicles as close as we dared and sat in silence listening with anticipation. Then, in the distance we could 

hear it; the faint almost hiccupping call of Spotted Sandgrouse! A small flock landed and began edging 

their way towards the water, they were absolute beauties and their camouflages was just incredible. As we 

watched more came in and others circled, before long we had seen over 60 individuals. Then amongst the 

constant calling we could hear something different flying in, the local guide and I looked at each other in 

excitement; Crowned Sandgrouse! Incredible! Amazing views of both species, drinking, walking, 

chattering, right before us; for sure one of those birding moments that will stay with us forever.   
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Having had those drive-away views, we left the 

sandgrouse behind us and went in search on some 

more stunning Saharan specialists. We arrived at a 

small oasis where a pair of Desert Sparrow had 

decided to build their nest. Although pallid and pretty 

understated bar the striking black throat of the male, 

they are an utterly alluring species. As we observed 

the sparrows, Black Kite and Eurasian Marsh Harrier 

coasted through and two Blue-cheeked Bee-eater 

raced past us.  

 

Our day had still just begun and as we toured the 

dunes, we picked up more desired species for 

everyone, including great views of that yellow-eyed 

African Desert Warbler that the camel trekkers had 

missed the previous evening. Our next target was a 

much-awaited bird, one so camouflaged, so perfectly 

adapted to life out there, that a local Bedouin man 

has to locate it before sunrise. He listens for the calls 

until it roosts, then seeks out where it lays, taking 

anything from 20 minutes to 3 hours. He is incredible 

and was able to take us straight to it, the almost invisible Egyptian Nightjar (Next Page), what a bird! 

After more great views of Cream-colored Courser, Greater Short-toed Lark, Subalpine Warbler and 

adding Desert Lark to everyone’s list, it was time to head for lunch.  

 

After a fantastic lunch prepared by our guide’s family, it was time to go in search of one of our main 

targets for the area. Pulling up to a huge rock face in our 4x4s, our guide quickly found the eyrie of our 

target, but it was nowhere to be seen. As we examined the rockface, we enjoyed views of Trumpeter 

Finch, White-crowned Wheatear and a flyover from a Booted Eagle being mobbed by a Brown-necked 

Raven. With time running on and no sign of our bird, we agreed that we would give it just five more 

minutes. Then one of our eagle-eyed participants got it, Lanner Falcon! It was sat right atop of the cliff, 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Marvelous Morocco: North Africa in a Nutshell March 2019 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                            +1-409-515-9110                              info@tropicalbirding.com      
 
 
 
   
 

although far it allowed for satisfactory scope views before it was time to move on to something even 

more special.  

 

As we approached another high-walled wadi, our guide had a big smile on his face and we soon found 

out why. We had absolutely incredible views of the regal Pharaoh Eagle Owl (Top next page)! Amazing! 

Our desert adventure continued and we added Bar-tailed Lark, the regional endemic Maghreb Lark 

(Bottom next page), a swift flock of Blue-cheeked Bee-eater and the regional subspecies of Great Gray 

Shrike (elegans). To finish up the day, we had fun watching a group of the almost goofy Fulvous 

Chatterer side-step their way across the ground and trample all over the scrub. What an outstanding lifer-

filled and exhilarating day! 
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March 27 – Erg Chebbi to Ouarzazate 

 

This tour allows us to cover a huge amount of ground in Morocco in a relatively short space of time, it’s 

an amazing opportunity to cover the whole width of the country. Today was essentially a travel day to 

start making our way west towards the coast, but of course we took full advantage of what birding we 

could.  

 

 

 

We started the day right; watching the sun rise over the sea of dunes and birding the tamarisks. After 

seeing more Subalpine Warbler and adding that gorgeous Common Redstart to everyone’s list, it was 

time to hit the road. We picked up some great birds on the road including a spectacular mixed flock. It 

comprised of some fantastic migrants including, Sardinian, Western Bonelli’s and Wood Warbler, a 

stunning rufous-crowned Woodchat Shrike and more Trumpeter Finch. Taking lunch at the Todra Gorge 

again, we soaked up more gratifying views of Blue Rock Thrush, Rock Martin and Cattle Egret.  

 

Making our way towards Ouarzazate, we made a couple of unmissable roadside birding stops. One of 

which had us watching in awe as a Booted Eagle mobbed two Bonelli’s Eagle! It was certainly a sight to 

behold! Crazy Booted Eagle. We also had more views of Long-legged Buzzard, who may have been trying 

to hunt the absolutely adorable (yep, I said it!) Fat Sand Rat that were in the same area.   

Moving on, something caught my eye as we were driving and I brought the van to an abrupt stop. It was 

Maghreb Wheatear! This stunning wheatear, a western subspecies of Mourning Wheatear, was our main 
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target for this area and we were all delighted to have such fantastic views and pretty much clean up on 

our wheatears! 

 

Arriving in Ouarzazate with an hour of daylight left, we took a sojourn to the local reservoir. We were able 

to pick up some more lifers before the sun set, including Ruddy Shelduck, Northern Shoveler, Little and 

Great Crested Grebe, Moroccan Great Cormorant, Little Egret, Gray Heron and Common Ringed 

Plover. We even managed to add Spur-thighed Tortoise to the reptile list, as it came down to the 

reservoir to drink.  

 

March 28 – Ouarzazate to Agadir 

 

Much of the morning was taken up by relocating to the coastal city of Agadir, but of course we made 

frequent stops which proved fruitful. After picking up super views of a pair of Ruddy Shelduck in a 

roadside pond we checked out a track which finally netted us Laughing Dove and great views of Eurasian 

Hoopoe. We also had more Woodchat Shrike, European Greenfinch and after a good run around trying 

to get on a couple sulking warblers we had the North African endemic, Tristram’s Warbler, in the bag 

and a migrant Greater Whitethroat. The remainder of the journey provided us with Crested Lark, 

Common House Martin, an absolutely stunning dozen or so feeding European Bee-eater; I think we 

could have watched them all day. There was also a surprise flock of White-rumped Swift, showing off 

their sharp tails, unlike the square tail of the fairly similar Little Swift.  
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Arriving in Agadir in time to enjoy a late lunch and the Maghreb Magpie who joined us, we took little 

break before heading out to see what this new estuarine habitat had to offer us. Arriving at our site for 

rest of the day, the local estuary of the Oued Souss, just south of the city, we were introduced to a 

menagerie of lifers. As soon as we were out of the vehicle the distinctive call of Zitting Cisticola was in 

the air, followed by a squadron of gulls. There were Yellow-legged, Lesser Black-backed, Black-headed 

and one of our targets, the 

immensely elegant, Slender-

billed Gull. Fascinating 

Eurasian Spoonbill fed along 

the water’s edge and much to 

my surprise, a pair was being 

followed by a juvenile Great 

Black-backed Gull; a very rare 

bird for Morocco! We saw the 

same bird later, mobbing a 

Eurasian Spoonbill, completely 

dwarfing it as it tried to fly 

away, what a great sighting! 

The shores of the estuary were 

also catering for graceful 

Greater Flamingo, Gull-billed 

and Sandwich Tern, Black-

winged Stilt, Eurasian 

Oystercatcher, Eurasian 

Curlew, Black-bellied Plover 

and Common Greenshank.  

 

The light was beginning to fade and we took a walk through the scrubs in search of our next target. The 

bushes were alive with Zitting Cisticola, Sardinian and Subalpine Warbler, but we were looking for 

something much more elusive. We were in search of a nightjar, a search that took us a little too close to 

the boarder of the palace gardens and we were soon whistled at and told to leave(!). It turns out Royal 
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Guards aren’t very keen on people with binoculars, 

‘scopes and cameras getting too close to the royal 

residence – who’d have thought?! Just as we were 

losing light and a little hope, a subtle “Emma” called 

out, one of the participants had had the bird, Red-

necked Nightjar! Funnily enough it was right on the 

boarder of the royal gardens and briefly showed 

itself as it dropped to the ground. With everyone 

growing weary and happy for the participant who 

had the sighting, we headed back to the van just at 

last light. Flocks of Glossy Ibis were coming in to 

roost, whetting the appetite for our endangered ibis 

pursuit tomorrow.  

 

March 29 – Souss Massa and Tamri 

 

This morning we visited the national park of Souss 

Massa, spending our time exploring its network of 

roads and tracks in search of some spectacular birds. 

Making our way south to the park from Agadir, the 

air was disconcertingly thick with fog, but as the sun 

continued to rise as did the fog and left us a 

beautiful sunny morning.  

 

We headed towards the coast, picking new species 

such as the dapper European Stonechat and rattling 

Corn Bunting. Driving parallel to sandy fields we 

came across one of my favorite birds, they not rare 

or brightly colored, but characterful and kind of 

weird (maybe I feel akin to them?), Eurasian Thick-

knee. The same field gave us more great views of the ever unamused-looking, Little Owl.  
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Moving on to one of the key sites of 

the morning; we were there for what 

seemed like a split second, when 

someone pointed out a large dark 

bird on the ground - NORTHERN 

BALD IBIS!!! Yes! There were two 

working the paddock, giving us 

amazing views of this once critically 

endangered North African icon. A 

recent assessment promoted the 

species to endangered due do some 

very successful breeding seasons. 

This stretch of coast is the main 

strong hold of the Northern Bald Ibis 

and long may the hard work to 

protect the species continue. Pallid 

Swift and more Eurasian Thick-knee 

worked the area too, but it seemed 

most eyes were transfixed on those 

ibis and rightfully so. 

 

We were ecstatic to have our main target, of the tour, in the bag so early in the day and continued on our 

way soaking up the morning’s birding, beautiful weather and scenery. Enjoying views of species that we 

were now well accustomed to, such as Crested Lark, Zitting Cisticola, Subalpine Warbler, Sardinian 

Warbler, Greater Whitethroat, Moussier’s Redstart, European Greenfinch, European Serin and House 

Bunting.  

 

There was an abundance of birds and it was brilliant to enhance the list with Eurasian Moorhen, Eurasian 

Coot, beautiful amethystine Purple Heron, tail-bobbing Common Sandpiper, Plain Martin, Red-rumped 

Swallow, Common and Iberian Chiffchaff and a gorgeous Spectacled Warbler.  The bird who gave us 

the biggest runaround of all though had to be Water Rail. We managed a quick look as it darted from 
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one reedbed to the next but we were soon distracted by a pair of Lesser Kestrel and the jewel in the 

crown, a glorious Common Kingfisher. As if the morning couldn’t get any better, we were treated to a 

pair of vulnerable Marbled Teal, who lifted from the reeds and came to settle on the water ahead of us, 

incredible!  

 

After lunch, we headed north up the coast to an area known as Tamri. Making a stop at an estuary, we 

caught up with our last target gull, the striking Audouin’s Gull. The same spit of land was occupied by 

more Yellow-legged and Lesser Black-backed Gull, as well as Caspian and Sandwich Tern. Continuing 

up the coast, we went in search of more views of this morning’s target. Then as we were driving, we 

caught sight of them, more NORTHERN BALD IBIS! Amazing! We went to park up and were treated to 

mega views of about 20 birds, feeding, flying, it was just fantastic! The coastal subspecies of Great Gray 

Shrike (algeriensis) was also present and allowed us to clean up on our shrikes too. 
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We stopped for a sea watch on the way back down the coast to Agadir, but strong winds didn’t make it 

an easy task. We were able to spot Northern Gannet wheeling out at sea before calling it a day and 

heading back to our hotel to celebrate, with of course more great food.  

 

March 30 – Souss Massa (revisited) and Marrakech 

 

The last day of the tour had come around very quickly but we weren’t finished yet. With a few hours spare 

and a couple of stonking species we hadn’t managed to catch up with yet, we headed back down to the 

Souss Massa National Park to clean up.  
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Our first site produced the two main species we had returned for, Barbary Partridge and the charismatic 

Black-crowned Tchagra (Previous page). After great views of the tchagra and mostly scope views of the 

partridge (one cheekily popped up just in front of us momentarily too), we continued on into the park. We 

enjoyed more views of Glossy Ibis, European Serin, European Stonechat, Common Redstart, the suave 

Moussier’s Redstart, Sardinian and Spectacled Warbler. We were also treated to a stunning Cirl Bunting, 

Common Nightingale, Cetti’s and Western Olivacious Warbler and heard but frustratingly could not get 

on to, Western Orphean Warbler. Our morning’s birding ended with flyover views of Short-toed Snake 

Eagle and Bibron’s Agama basking on a rockface, with that we made way to Marrakech.  

 

 

 

We ended our North African adventure in bustling Djemma el Fna square in the center of Marrakesh. After 

walking through the souks and soaking up some culture, we settled at a fantastic restaurant and feasted 

on local delicacies as we watched a dramatic thunderous sky become the perfect backdrop for the 

Koutoubia Mosque and its fantastic city. What a way to end our sojourn.     
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Bird List 

 

The taxonomy of the bird list follows: Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and Fitzpatrick, John W. The 

Clements Checklist of Birds of the World. Cornell, 2007. This list is up to date with the major changes 

published by Cornell up until August 2018.  

A total of 152 species of bird were seen over the tour, with one heard only (H). Six additional species were 

also observed during the tour. The second column depicts a species IUCN Red List status. 

 

               Anatidae (Ducks, Geese and Waterfowl)  
1  Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea  
2  Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata  
3  Mallard Anas platyrhynchos  
4 VU Marbled Teal  Marmaronetta angustirostris  

               Phasianidae (Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies)  
5  Barbary Partridge Alectoris barbara  

               Phoenicopteridae (Flamingos)  
6  Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus  

               Podicipedidae (Grebes)  
7  Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis  
8  Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus  

              Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves)  
9  Rock Pigeon Columba livia  

10  Common Wood-Pigeon Columba palumbus  
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11  Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto  
12  Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis  
              Pteroclidae (Sandgrouse)  
13  Spotted Sandgrouse Pterocles senegallus  
14  Crowned Sandgrouse Pterocles coronatus  
               Caprimulgidae (Nightjars and Allies)  
15  Red-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus ruficollis  
16  Egyptian Nightjar Caprimulgus aegyptius  
               Apodidae (Swifts)  
17  Common Swift Apus apus  
18  Pallid Swift Apus pallidus  
19  White-rumped Swift Apus caffer  
20  Little Swift Apus affinis  
               Rallidae (Rails, Gallinules, and Coots)  
21  Water Rail Rallus aquaticus  
22  Eurasian Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  
23  Eurasian Coot Fulica atra  
               Burhinidae (Thick-knees)  
24  Eurasian Thick-knee Burhinus oedicnemus  
               Recurvirostridae (Stilts and Avocets)  
25  Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus  
              Haematopodidae (Oystercatchers)  
26  Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus  
               Charadriidae (Plovers and Lapwings)  
27  Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola  
28  Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula  
29  Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius  
               Scolopacidae (Sandpipers and Allies)  
30 NT Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata  
31  Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  
32  Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia  
               Glareolidae (Pratincoles and Coursers)  
33  Cream-colored Courser Cursorius cursor  
              Laridae (Gulls and Terns)  
34  Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei  
35  Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus  
36  Audouin's Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii  
37  Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis  
38  Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus  
39  Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus  
40  Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica  
41  Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia  
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42  Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis  
                  Ciconiidae (Storks)   
43  White Stork Ciconia ciconia  
                  Sulidae (Gannets)   
44  Northern Gannet Morus bassanus  
                   Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants and Shags)  
45  Great Cormorant (Moroccan) Phalacrocorax carbo maroccanus  
                Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns)  

46  Gray Heron Ardea cinerea  
47  Purple Heron Ardea purpurea  
48  Great Egret Ardea alba  
49  Little Egret Egretta garzetta  
50  Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis  
                Threskiornithidae (Ibises and Spoonbills)  

51  Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus  
52 EN Northern Bald Ibis Geronticus eremita  
53  Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia  
                   Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, and Kites)  
54  Short-toed Snake-Eagle Circaetus gallicus  
55  Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus  
56  Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata  
57  Eurasian Marsh-Harrier Circus aeruginosus  
58  Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus  
59  Black Kite Milvus migrans  
60  Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus  
                  Strigidae (Owls)   
61  Pharaoh Eagle-Owl Bubo ascalaphus  
62  Little Owl Athene noctua saharae  
                  Upupidae (Hoopoes)   
63  Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops  
                   Alcedinidae (Kingfishers)   
64  Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis  
                  Meropidae (Bee-eaters)   
65  Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus  
66  European Bee-eater Merops apiaster  
                   Picidae (Woodpeckers)   
67  Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  
68  Levaillant's Woodpecker Picus vaillantii  
                  Falconidae (Falcons)   
69  Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni  
70  Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus  
71  Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus  
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                  Malaconotidae (Bushshrikes and Allies)   
72  Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus  
                  Laniidae (Shrikes)   
73  Great Gray Shrike (Sahara) Lanius excubitor algeriensis  
74  Great Gray Shrike (Sahara) Lanius excubitor elegans  
75  Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator  
                  Corvidae (Crows, Jays, and Magpies)   
76  Maghreb Magpie Pica mauritanica  
77  Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax  
78  Yellow-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus  
79  Brown-necked Raven Corvus ruficollis  
                  Alaudidae (Larks)   
80  Greater Hoopoe-Lark Alaemon alaudipes  
81  Bar-tailed Lark Ammomanes cinctura  
82  Desert Lark Ammomanes deserti  
83  Horned Lark (Atlas) Eremophila alpestris atlas  
84  Temminck's Lark Eremophila bilopha  
85  Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla  
86  Lesser Short-toed Lark Alaudala rufescens  
87  Thekla's Lark Galerida theklae  
88  Crested Lark Galerida cristata  
89  Maghreb Lark Galerida macrorhyncha  
                  Hirundinidae (Swallows)   
90  Plain Martin Riparia paludicola  
91  Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula  
92  Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica  
93  Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica  
94  Common House-Martin Delichon urbicum  
                   Paridae (Tits)   
95  African Blue Tit Cyanistes teneriffae ultramarinus  
96  Great Tit Parus major excelsus  
                  Certhiidae (Treecreepers)   
97  Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla  
                   Troglodytidae (Wrens)   
98  Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes kabylorum  
                   Pycnonotidae (Bulbuls)   
99  Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus  
                   Regulidae (Kinglets)   
100  Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla balearicus  
                  Scotocercidae (Bush Warblers)   
101  Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti  
                  Phylloscopidae (Leaf Warblers)   
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102  Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli  
103  Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus  
104  Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix  
105  Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  
106  Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus  
                  Acrocephalidae (Reed Warblers and Allies)  
107  Western Olivaceous Warbler Iduna opaca  
                  Cisticolidae (Cisticolas)   
108  Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis  
                  Sylviidae (Sylviid Warblers)   
109  Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  
110  African Desert Warbler Sylvia deserti  
111  Western Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis H 

112  Tristram's Warbler Sylvia deserticola  
113  Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans  
114  Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala  
115  Greater Whitethroat Sylvia communis  
116  Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata  
                   Leiothrichidae (Laughingthrushes and Allies)  
117  Fulvous Chatterer Turdoides fulva  
                  Muscicapidae (Old World Flycatchers)  
118  European Robin Erithacus rubecula  
119  Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos  
120  Moussier's Redstart Phoenicurus moussieri  
121  Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus  
122  Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros  
123  Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius  
124  European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola  
125  White-crowned Wheatear Oenanthe leucopyga  
126  Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura  
127  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe  
128  Mourning Wheatear (Maghreb) Oenanthe lugens halophila  
129  Red-rumped Wheatear Oenanthe moesta  
130  Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica  
131  Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti  
                  Turdidae (Thrushes and Allies)   
132  Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus  
133  Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula mauritanicus  
                  Sturnidae (Starlings)   
134  Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor  
                  Motacillidae (Wagtails and Pipits)   
135  Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava  
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136  White Wagtail (White-faced) Motacilla alba alba/dukhunensis  
137  White Wagtail (Moroccan) Motacilla alba subpersonata  
                   Fringillidae (Finches)   
138  Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs  
139  Common Chaffinch (African) Fringilla coelebs africana  
140  Brambling Fringilla montifringilla  
141  Crimson-winged Finch Rhodopechys sanguineus  
142  Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus  
143  European Greenfinch Chloris chloris  
144  Eurasian Linnet Linaria cannabina  
145  European Serin Serinus serinus  
                  Emberizidae (Old World Buntings)   
146  Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra  
147  Rock Bunting Emberiza cia  
148  Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus  
149  House Bunting Emberiza sahari  
                  Passeridae (Old World Sparrows)   
150  House Sparrow Passer domesticus  
151  Desert Sparrow Passer simplex  
152  Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia  
 

 

Additional Species 
    
 

 Mammals   
 

 Sciuridae (Squirrels)   
1  Barbary Ground Squirrel Atlantoxerus getulus  

 
 Muridae (Muroids)   

2  Fat Sand Rat Psammomys obesus  
 

    
  Reptiles  

 
  Testudinidae (Tortoises)  

 
1 VU Common (Spur-thighed) Tortoise Testudo graeca  

  Geoemydidae (Pond Turtles)  
 

2  Mediterranean Turtle / Spanish Terrapin Mauremys leprosa  
  Agamidae (Agamas)   

3  Bibon’s Agama Agama impalearis  
 

    
  

Amphibians 
 

 
  

Bufonidae (Toads) 
 

 
1  African Green Toad / Desert Toad Bufotes boulengeri  

 


