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Chile is an unusual country.  Long and thin, it covers an enormous latitudinal range, but only a 
small stretch of land between the Andes and the Pacific.  From a bird tour perspective it is not a 
country in which you will see a lot of species, and the travel times can be large.  But among 
South American countries Chile is a country of bests – the best wine, the best pelagics, the best 
tapaculos.  And even, arguably, the best scenery on the continent.  Take all these together and it 
becomes clear that Chile epitomizes the ideal of quality over quantity. 
 
Our 2011 tour of Chile did a great job of proving this point.  A successful pelagic trip and 
heartbreakingly beautiful high-montane panoramas jaunt bookended a trip filled with great birds 
and great scenery.  We scored all eight of Chile’s flagship bird family, the tapaculos, and had 
good luck in all the varied parts of the country we visited.  And we even found a few species that 
are quite local in Chile, including Hellmayr’s Pipit, King Penguin, and Band-tailed 
Earthcreeper. 
 
The tour ended with a very respectable 284 species, with two more heard only, including every 
mainland Chilean endemic.  The unexpected King Penguin was voted bird of the trip, with the 
four runners up, in order, being Diademed Sandpiper-Plover, Magellanic Plover, Des Murs’s 
Wiretail, and Austral Rail. 
 
Day 1: Santiago to the Maipo River mouth to Viña del Mar 
 
Some of the tour participants arrived a day early in Santiago, and part of the group met early in 
the morning in our hotel.  Leaving mid-morning for the airport we quickly met up with another 
of the participants, while one was delayed by a day due to bad weather in Spain, and another two 
by a couple of hours in customs.  Once we had all met up in the airport, though, it was off to the 
west and the first birding stops of the trip. 
 
Our first birding location came 
in the form of a small wetlands 
on the way to Santo Domingo 
from Santiago.  Here we 
quickly scored our main target, 
the uniquely parasitic Black-
headed Duck, along with a 
number of other waterfowl 
(including the gorgeous Chiloe 
Wigon), and our first few 
passerines of the tour.  Among 
these was our first – and 
thereafter most encountered – 
Chilean endemic, Chilean 
Mockingbird.  Rounding out 
the haul were Common 
Diuca-Finch, Long-tailed 
Meadowlark, Black-chinned 
Siskin, and Chilean Swallow. 
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Continuing on towards the coast, we had lunch at a seaside restaurant, where a scan of the ocean 
produced some Southern Giant-Petrels and a slew of Sooty Shearwaters, among the more 
common gull species.  The Maipo River mouth at Santo Domingo was our final stop of the day, 
and here we found a goodly variety of water and shorebirds (including Gray, Franklin’s, and 
Brown-hooded Gulls, Willet, Black Skimmer, a horde of South American Terns, and South 
American Snipe).  The dapper Spectacled Tyrant (photo above by Luke Seitz) showed very 
well, and a handsome Rufous-tipped Plantcutter was also very appreciated.  A quick check of a 
small marsh as our time was running out produced our first Wren-like Rushbird, and excellent 
looks at one of the best flycatchers anywhere, Many-colored Rush-Tyrant. 
 
Wrapping up around Santo Domingo, we then headed north to Viña del Mar, our base for the 
next two nights, eagerly looking forward to our pelagic trip planned for the next day. 
 
Day 2: Pelagic off of Quintero and Viña del Mar waterfront 
 
An early rise from Viña found us heading north to the small port town of Quintero, where we 
met up with our boat for the highly anticipated pelagic trip.  The cold and nutrient-rich Humboldt 
Current lies just off the shore in this part of Chile, and some of the best pelagic birding anywhere 
on the planet is to be had within sight of land here.  And we were barely out of harbor in our 
rather rickety boat before we started seeing the first ocean-going specialties.  First it was some 
Sooty Shearwaters, then a Southern Giant-Petrel, then one, then another, then a slew of 
Black-browed Albatrosses, and on and on.  A trio of fly-by Inca Terns brightened the boat-ride 
out, and the first of the many Westland Petrels flew close by not long after. 
 

 
 
As we left the near-shore waters and started to enter the actual current the first of the giants 
appeared, a magnificent “Northern” Royal Albatross (photo by Luke Seitz) that cruised close 
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by.  By the end of the day we had seen double-digits of this magnificent animal, and even a 
single “Southern” Royal in the mix.  The numbers of petrels started to pick up, with Westland’s 
outnumbering White-chinned by a fair amount, and a couple of distant fly-by Masatierra 
Petrels sweetening the pot.   
 
The boldly patterned Cape Petrel was next, followed by a close Northern Giant-Petrel.  A few 
Salvin’s Albatrosses joined in with the more abundant Black-browed, and a couple of distant 
Elliot’s Storm-Petrels were found among the more common (and closer) Wilson’s Storm-
Petrels. 
 
Persistent chumming allowed us excellent looks at most of the above species, and by late 
morning we had pretty well cleaned up on what we could find.  Turning back towards land we 
headed in to port, but not before scaring up a single Peruvian Diving-Petrel and a distant 
porpoising Humboldt Penguin.  A few lonely Blackish Oystercatchers welcomed us back to 
land, and we arrived just in time for a seafood lunch. 
 
High off our success out at sea but glad to be back on land, we next birded the shoreline on our 
way back to Vina.  Our main target here, Seaside Cinclodes, was quickly found (and seen well 
multiple times), as was a nice flock of wintering Surfbirds and Ruddy Turnstones.  Yet 
another Rufous-tipped Plantcutter, this one at ridiculously close range, was a nice find, and a 
good end to the afternoon’s land birding. 
 
Day 3: La Campana National Park and Lampa Wetlands, drive to Guayacan 
 
We met up with Sonia, who had finally made it after her delay in Europe, and began our 
morning’s birding at La Campana National Park, between Viña and Santiago.  This park is 
famous among birders as one of the best places to bird the Chilean Matorral, a dry, scrubby 
habitat that has a number of specialties.  Our first stop of the morning was along the entrance 
road to the park, where we found some of the birds we had seen the previous couple of days for 
Sonia, including another very close Rufous-tailed Plantcutter.  Our first Chilean Pigeons 
rocketed over here as well, but it wasn’t until later that we managed a decent look at this large, 
richly-colored species.  At the entrance itself our first Striped Woodpecker of the trip was 
busily tapping away at some deadwood, and “Chilean” White-crested Elaenias sang all around. 
 
Mere minutes after arriving at the actual park we found a singing White-throated Tapaculo, 
and some careful maneuvering soon had this shy species in the telescope.  Moustached Turcas 
sang in every direction, trying to distract us from their smaller cousin, and in the end we could 
not resist ogling this giant of the family in the scope as well.  Both these species are endemic to 
Chile, as was one of the other birds we found nearby, Dusky-tailed Canastero.  A consistently 
singing Austral Pygmy-Owl eluded us for a bit longer, but in the end it was found perching on 
the top of a tall tree down slope, and everyone had excellent scope views. 
 
With our main targets for Campana now under our belt we worked our way down to the bus, 
taking a brief break to look at a close Thorn-tailed Rayadito and Giant Hummingbird, and to 
try to see the singing Pygmy-Owl again (though with less success this time).   
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From Campana we started to head east again, stopping for a short visit to some higher matorral 
along the road (where we had our first Gray-hooded Sierra-Finches and a heard-only Chilean 

Tinamou), before 
dropping down to a 
marshy valley near 
the town of Lampa.  
In the flatlands 
around this small 
town there are a 
number of marshes 
where we hoped to 
find some wetland 
species we still 
needed.  
Unfortunately dry 
conditions made the 
search a bit harder, 
but we still 
managed to come 
across some close 
Red-gartered and 
Red-fronted 

Coots, more (and better) looks at Wren-like Rushbird and Many-colored Rush-Tyrant (photo 
above by Luke Seitz), Yellow-shouldered Blackbird, and a heard only (alas) Stripe-backed 
Bittern. 
 
Our afternoon birding done, we began the drive to the town of Guayacan, our base for the next 
two nights. 
 
Day 4: El Yeso 
 
When you ask birders what they want to see most in Chile, chances are a large percentage will 
answer with three letters.  DSP – Diademed Sandpiper-Plover for those not familiar with this tiny 
gem of a shorebird.  And it is with good reason, since this unique, and gorgeous, bird is a highly 
sought-after species anywhere in its range, and Chile is among the best places to find it.  It was 
with this species in mind that we awoke early in the morning and worked our way up to El Yeso, 
a large reservoir in the mountains to the east of Santiago. 
 
But El Yeso has more to offer than just DSP, and it wasn’t long after turning off the paved road 
that we found our first target of the morning – a responsive Crag Chilia along the rocky, barren 
cliffs by the road.  A few other birds called this habitat home; we saw a Moustached Turca run 
across the road and then sit in the open for a few seconds, and our first few Spot-billed Ground-
Tyrants.  Indeed this proved to be by far the best day of the trip for these terrestrial flycatchers, 
with the local Black-fronted, along with Rufous-naped, Ochre-naped, Cinereous, and White-
browed Ground-Tyrants all found. 
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Working our way up in elevation this change in birdlife became quickly apparent.  Black-
chinned Siskins changed to Yellow-rumped Siskins, White-sided Hillstars became the 
expected hummingbird, and Greater Yellow-Finches taking the place of the Grasslands we saw 
earlier.  A quick walk in some rocky fields found us admiring our first of many Gray-breasted 
Seedsnipes, as well as a distant Scale-throated Earthcreeper.  Our first Rufous-banded 
Miners appeared shortly thereafter, as did the first of many magnificent Andean Condors we 
were to enjoy on the tour. 
 
Finally arriving at the eastern end of El Yeso we began our search for what we really came up 
here for – the DSP.  And I won’t lie, it took a while.  First we checked out the stretch of stream 
where I’d had the best luck with the species before.  No dice.  Then another likely looking stretch 
of habitat.  Same result.  Somewhat dejected, we decided to check the first stretch again, and a 
few mere steps out of the car Maxine looked down and said “is that it?!”.  And indeed it was!  
Only a few yards away sat a single Diademed Sandpiper-Plover in all its glory.  And unlike 
some of my previous encounters with this species this individual was extremely tame, allowing 
for unparalleled looks. 
 
Triumphant at last we began our way downhill.  Our time spent getting to and searching for the 
DSP had scored us most of the birds we were looking for at El Yeso, so much of the drive down 
was spent scanning the rushing river below the reservoir for the dark (and stunning) southern 
race of Torrent Duck that inhabits the area.  And it didn’t take long for us to find our first pair, 
and then another.  Arriving back at the hotel in the later afternoon we settled in for dinner and to 
get ready for the first of many long drives the next morning. 
 
Day 5: drive to Talca and Lago Colbun 
 
Our fifth day began with a 
long(ish) drive south.  Leaving 
the urban area of Santiago we 
drove about 3.5 hours to the city 
of Talca, and wasting no time 
headed east to the large Lago 
Colbun.  A good-sized reservoir, 
Colbun is known as both a good 
lake for ducks, and the only spot 
along our route for Burrowing 
Parakeet. 
 
The first order of business was 
looking through the waterfowl 
that were congregating at the 
east end of the reservoir.  A 
quick check showed the majority to be Yellow-billed Pintail and Chiloe Wingeon (photo by 
Luke Seitz), but a goodly number of both Red-gartered and White-winged Coots were part of 
the mix, as well as perhaps the largest number of Great Grebes I’ve ever seen in one place.  A 
more careful scan of the ducks found a single Spectacled Duck in with the pintail, a very 
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welcome find of this uncommon and local species.  A nearby field gave us our first Upland 
Geese of the trip, further north than shown in the field guide, but not too unexpected for this 
rapidly expanding species. 
 
A calling Dusky Tapaculo turned our attention away from the water and towards the brushy 
slopes behind us, and after a quick scramble down into a small drainage we commenced our 
playback attempt at this shy skulker.  At first it didn’t cooperate, and a spontaneously calling 
Chestnut-throated Huet-Huet very close by distracted us.  Quickly moving over to the Dusky’s 

giant cousin we were much more 
successful, and soon everyone had a 
decent (and some an excellent) look at 
this local and much-wanted species.  
Satisfied, we yet again tried for the 
Dusky, and this time it came both 
quickly and extremely close, allowing 
for spectacular views of everything 
down to its weirdly colored legs. 
 
Done with the two tapaculos we began 
our scramble back upslope when a 
large bird flew by and landed on a 
nearby cliff.  Somewhat to my 
surprise when I lifted my bins I found 
a “Magellanic” Horned Owl staring 
back at me!  Completing our ascent 
and putting the scope on the owl gave 
all of us spectacular views of this 
bonus species. 
 
As the afternoon wore on our next 
order of business was to catch up with 
the Burrowing Parakeets (photo by 
Andrew Spencer).  It took a bit more 
searching, but we eventually had a 
distant pair fly-by, and then a small 
group of them fly in quite close and 

land in a nearby field.  Slowly sneaking closer it became apparent that the parakeets were paying 
us no mind at all, and soon we were enjoying insanely good views of these “mini-macaws” as 
they sat in the field and foraged for whatever it is Burrowing Parakeets eat.  The enjoyment of 
the scene was heightened by the presence of a pair of Spectacled Ducks on a nearby small pond, 
along with three very young ducklings. 
 
The afternoon’s birding drawing to a close we headed back to Talca and to dinner.  But the day’s 
tasks were not yet done; we had one more species to look for…  Heading out after dinner we 
drove back to the east, and then uphill to the Altos de Lircay reserve to look for owls.  One owl 
in particular, an owl that looks reminiscent of a Spotted Owl and calls like a demented monkey.  
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And it didn’t take long – in fact the very second place I played for the bird a Rufous-legged Owl 
swooped in silently but close, giving fantastic views for all.  And then it started calling, and the 
sounds of the hoots and cackles of this magnificent bird echoing off the old-growth Nothofagus 
forests on a beautifully clear and calm night was a sublime experience to say the least! 
 
Day 6: Altos de Lircay and drive to Angol 
 
The Altos de Lircay Reserve is a very special place – only a few hours south of Santiago, it 
offers the first chance at many highly charismatic and sought-after Patagonian species, an 
excellent introduction to the majesty of old-growth Nothofagus forests, and jaw-droppingly 
beautiful scenery.  
 
The birding potential of the place proved itself almost immediately upon arrival, with a vocal 
pair of White-throated Treerunners showing themselves very well before we had even gotten 
into the good forest.  Once we did get into the good forest I immediately started trying to find 
one of the most prized targets of Lircay, and quicker than I’ve ever found it before a female 
Magellanic Woodpecker flew in.  We all watched in awe as this magnificent giant of a 
woodpecker flew from tree to tree right above us, allowing spectacular look after spectacular 
look.  Then, wanting to try something I’d seen David Attenborough do on TV, I picked up two 
stones, found a dead tree, and gave a quick “ta-tap”.  And it worked!  The female woodpecker 
answered immediately, flying right in above my head and looking for the intruder. 
 
Our most wanted bird at Lircay out of the way we continued on into the forest to look for the 
other targets of the morning.  It didn’t take long to find the second, the diminutive and unique 
Patagonian Tyrant, which proceeded to give us excellent point-blank views while singing its 
very high-pitched and inconspicuous song.  The only Chilean Hawk of the trip flew over while 
we were watching the tyrant, and a perched Green-backed Firecrown followed soon after, a 
much more appreciated encounter than the flybys we had previously.  The next to fall was 
Patagonian Sierra-Finch, which we found in a large mixed flock that consisted nearly entirely 
of White-crested Elaenias.  And finally we found a cooperative Magellanic Tapaculo when Bill 
spotted a rather tame individual foraging along a stream. 
 
Playback at various locations for Patagonian Forest Earthcreeper turned up empty, and some 
toying with a pair of Chestnut-throated Huet-Huets was mostly unproductive (though a few 
brief views were had).  Another of our targets at Lircay, Austral Parakeet obliged us only by 
quickly flying over.  But the morning was not yet done – while searching back near the entrance 
for a day-roosting Rufous-legged Owl (which we didn’t find), a large raptor flew in and landed 
in a tree right above us.  A quick look showed it to be an adult Rufous-tailed Hawk, one of the 
hardest raptors in Chile (and South America)!  Unfortunately it quickly flew off again, though 
most people got at least a glimpse of it. 
 
Needing to continue south we wrapped up at Lircay around lunchtime, and after grabbing a quick 
bite worked our way down to Angol, our base for the next day. 
 
Day 7: Nahuelbuta National Park and drive to Osorno 
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Nahuelbuta National Park is one of the more neglected parks in Chile.  It offers access to one of 
the most amazing forests on the continent, with mixed old growth Nothofagus and “monkey 
puzzle” (Araucaria) trees growing to spectacular heights.  Combine that with some excellent bird 
species and you get a truly magical place.  Indeed Nahuelbuta got my vote at least for favorite 
spot of the trip. 
 
But before we got to the park we had a few orders of business to catch up with.  Driving the 
entrance road towards the park I noticed a patch of Chusquea bamboo mixed among the dense 
thickets and thought “this looks like a good place for Ochre-flanked Tapaculo”.  And before I 
had even started stepping out of the car there was not one, but three singing!  Some use of 
playback on one of them didn’t work, but turning around and trying another we soon had 
amazing views as it hopped around surprisingly high up in a dense tangle of bamboo. 
 
It was hard to escape the fact that while we were taping in the Ochre-flanked Tapaculo two more 
of our targets were calling all around us.  And they took some work, but everyone eventually got 
superb views of the charismatic (and colorful) Chucao Tapaculo, which among other things 
probably has the best song in the entire family.  Next up was trying to get a view of the many 
Black-throated Huet-Huets calling along the nearby creek.  And they were not at all 
cooperative.  First one, then another pair would approach closely, but at most offer the briefest of 
glimpses.  One even flew in over our heads, but never perched where we could see it.  But finally 
perseverance paid off when a single bird climbed high up into a large tree and sang from the 
(semi)open.  And with that we had seen all eight of Chile’s Tapaculos, a major goal on any tour 
of the country! 
 
Finally done with the Tapaculos we had one more stop before the park.  Pulling up alongside a 
hilltop field I stepped out to take a quick scan.  Immediately a nearby pipit doing silent flight 
displays low over the field caught my eye, and taking a look at it I was shocked to see that it 
wasn’t the expected Correndera Pipit, but rather the plainer Hellmayr’s Pipit!  A quick de-
bussing of the vehicle had everyone getting spectacular views of this rare species for Chile. 
 
While admiring the pipit a nearby whistled song caught my ear.  Telling everyone to scan the 
field in front of us it wasn’t long before Gordon spotted a Chilean Tinamou that then proceeded 
to walk around, at times in the open and at other times hidden in between rows of grass.  It took a 
while, but eventually everyone got good views of the bird…always a feat for a tinamou.  And 
this insignificant looking stop wasn’t done with us yet – a distant raucous chatter soon resolved 
itself into a pair of Austral Parakeets, which obliged by flying both close and low, in a far more 
satisfying manner than the pair the previous day. 
 
Finally done with our pre-forest chores we entered Nahuelbuta.  It was hard not to stare in awe at 
the amazing forests surrounding us as we drove deeper into the park, stopping occasionally to see 
what we could hear.  At about our third stop I decided that since the habitat looked so good for 
woodpeckers I would repeat the stone trick of the day before, and much to my surprise almost 
immediately a female Magellanic Woodpecker flew in!  Like her compatriot at Lircay this one 
allowed for repeated excellent views, though another bird (a male?) drumming nearby was less 
cooperative. 
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Our success during the morning so far left us with just a few target species, and it was with these 
in mind that we drove to the higher portions of the park.  First came a raptor flying down the 
road and perching in the open, which proved not to be the expected Variable Hawk, but a 
gorgeous (and rare) White-throated Hawk, much to the delight of all. 
 
Next up was a stop at some dense bamboo thickets in stunted forest.  Not hearing much I quickly 
played the tape, and immediately a very angry Des Murs’s Wiretail popped up right in front of 
us, giving uncharacteristically spectacular views of it and its amazing tail.  Shortly after (and 
strongly reminiscent of the Austral Parakeets the day before) a small group of Slender-billed 
Parakeets shot overhead, though only a few saw them.  Rounding out our morning’s sightings 
were some Patagonian Sierra-Finches, another very cooperative Magellanic Tapaculo, many 
Thorn-tailed Rayaditos, and some White-throated Treerunners. 
 
Day 8: Road to Puyuhue, Chiloe, and flight to Punta Arenas 
 
Since a number of us had missed the parakeets the day before, our first order of business on day 
8 was to look for more of this Chilean endemic.  And it didn’t take long – in fact it was only ten 
minutes after official sunrise that we found a pair of Slender-billed Parakeets flying over the 
car and landing in a 
fruiting tree!  As we 
watched for the next fifteen 
minutes small groups 
continued to fly in, until 
the tree was full of this 
large and strange species. 
 
The parakeet under our belt 
(and having found Ochre-
flanked Tapaculo the day 
before) we rushed down to 
Chiloe, intent on birding 
the ferry crossing and a bay 
or two on the north end of 
the island before our 2PM 
flight to Punta Arenas.  
Unfortunately for us the 
weather was dead calm, 
while the best birding on the Chacao Channel tends to be in rough weather.  Probably because of 
this we missed the undescribed Oceanites storm-petrel that haunts these waters, but the crossing 
wasn’t without its successes.  A few Pink-footed Shearwaters flew closely by, and both 
Humboldt and Magellanic Penguins allowed for excellent views.  Our first Imperial and Rock 
Cormorants (I refuse to called them Magellan Cormorants) were seen from the ferry, and 
repeated and excellent encounters with Red-legged Cormorant were appreciated as well. 
 
Arriving on the island we rushed over to the Caulin Estuary.  This time luck was with us, and the 
tide was low, so we got to pick through the throngs of Husdonian Godwits, finding a single Red 
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Knot as well as some Baird’s Sandpipers, many South American Terns and Flightless 
Steamer-Ducks (photo above by Andrew Spencer), and our first Black-necked Swans.  A 
single Rufous-tailed Plantcutter on the drive back was our last of that species for a few days.   
 
The ferry ride back wasn’t much more eventful than the one out, so we headed to the airport to 
board our flight to the far south, and the windy city of Punta Arenas. 
 
Arriving in Patagonia, the first order of business was to pick up our car (this portion of the trip 
was self-driven).  With this accomplished we moved on to the second order of business, namely, 
Kelp Goose.  Since the waterfront south of Punta Arenas offered our only reasonable chance at 
this oceanic sheldgoose we devoted the rest of the afternoon to it, and it took a little while.  
Eventually we found a pair well south of town, and called the afternoon a success.  The goose 
wasn’t the only reward for our efforts, however, and we also stumbled across a few pairs of 
Flying Steamer-Ducks, a goodly number of Southern Fulmars and Southern Giant-Petrels 
offshore, along with scads of Black-browed Albatrosses, and many, many Upland Geese. 
 
Day 9: ferry crossing to Tierra del Fuego and birding around Porvenir 
 

Since we didn’t have to 
be at the ferry for our 
crossing to Tierra del 
Fuego until 9:30 a few 
of us decided to scout 
out the waterfront in 
Punta Arenas first thing 
in the morning.  As 
characteristically windy 
weather buffeted us we 
scanned through the 
abundant Kelp Gulls 
and Imperial 
Cormorants, pulling 
out a few goodies, but 
most especially the 
handsome Dolphin 
Gull (photo by Andrew 
Spencer).   
 

Going back for breakfast and to pack up, we arrived at the ferry at the appointed hour and soon 
drove on and walked up to the upper deck, intent on some seabirding during the 2.5-hour 
crossing.  Unfortunately we had to wait in port for a while as more people wandered on board, 
but the time wasn’t without its rewards.  Perhaps most unexpected was a very close Northern 
Giant-Petrel among the many Southerns, but good looks at Chilean Skua, Black-browed 
Albatross, and Southern Fulmar were also enjoyed. 
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Finally moving out onto the Strait of Magellan we began to scan the horizon for more truly 
pelagic species.  It was a fairly uneventful crossing, though, but we did see a few Magellanic 
Diving-Petrels (mostly in the distance), many Wilson’s Storm-Petrels, a White-chinned 
Petrel, and a few Magellanic Penguins among the more usual suspects. 
 
In Porvenir our first order of business was checking into the hotel, followed by fixing a flat tire, 
then heading north of town for one of the highest value targets of the tour.  Not far north of 
Porvenir, at a large, pebble-ringed, saline lake we commenced our search for one of the most 
unique birds of Patagonia – Magellanic Plover.  This dove-like shorebird is in its own family, 
and is found only in southernmost Argentina and Chile, and would be a new family tick for 
everyone on the tour.  
 
At first glance we didn’t see any, (though finding our first of many handsome Two-banded 
Plovers in the process), so adjourning from the lake for a while we continued north to check 
some other lakes.  Here we found some Coscoroba Swans, Wilson’s Phalaropes, some Baird’s 
and our first White-rumped Sandpipers, and the localized Short-billed Miner. 
 
Returning to the plover lake, 
this time we decided to split 
up, go down to the shoreline, 
and alert each other if we 
found any.  Gordon and 
Maxine went one way, while 
Joe and I went another.  Joe 
and I quickly found a single 
Magellanic Plover (photo 
by Andrew Spencer) that 
allowed very close approach, 
and upon turning back to 
wave the others over I 
noticed Gordon and Maxine 
waving their arms as well.  It 
turns out that at nearly the 
same time they had found a 
pair of the plovers as well, 
amid a large group of Two-
banded Plovers and Baird’s Sandpipers.  Soon everyone in the group was enjoying point-blank 
views of this unique shorebird with its bubblegum pink legs, making the afternoon a smashing 
success. 
 
As the afternoon drew to a close, and with dinner waiting back in Porvenir, we decided to make 
one more quick stop along the waterfront in town, where we enjoyed spectacular encounters with 
a pair of Dolphin Gulls and a single Buff-winged Cinclodes before calling it a day. 
 
Day 10: Porvenir to the King Penguin colony to Cerro Sombrero 
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While scouting out Tierra del Fuego immediately before the tour I heard rumors of a certain 
penguin colony that I didn’t have time to check out.  But with more time on the tour itself I 
couldn’t resist going, and an early morning start found us driving south of town to look into these 
rumors.  And sure enough, after a little bit of searching for the right spot, there they were – 
twenty-one King Penguins sitting on a gravel beach, waddling around in the way that only 
penguins could, with sunrise-colored chests and orange-teardrop cheeks.  It was glorious to say 
the least, and easily bird of the trip for the guide anyway! 
 

The drive to and from the 
colony wasn’t without its 
own rewards…the first off 
being a very close 
Aplomado Falcon eating a 
still twitching Short-billed 
Miner.  A very confiding 
pair of Coscoroba Swans 
followed soon after, and 
our only Chocolate-vented 
Tyrant (photo by Luke 
Seitz) obliged us both 
coming and going.  This 
amazing Tyranid seems (to 
me anyway) to be one of 
the most under-appreciated 
birds in Chile, and perhaps 
the best of its family in the 
country.  Our only 
Patagonian Yellowfinches 

were also found on the drive back, in with a flock that included Gray-hooded Sierra-Finch and 
a few White-crested Elaenias.  Many, many Guanacos and a couple of Patagonian Foxes 
rounded out a very productive morning. 
 
Heading back to Porvenir for lunch we quickly checked the waterfront and associated scrub, 
finding our first Austral Canastero but not too much else of interest.  Post-lunch found us 
heading north, looking for our last Tierra del Fuego target.  And it didn’t take long to find; in fact 
it was barely north of the plover lake when we found our first pair of Ruddy-headed Geese, 
easily the rarest and most local of all the Sheldgeese. 
 
With Tierra del Fuego pretty well wrapped up it was off to the northern end of the island to do a 
little sea-watching, but alas fate stepped in and a tire blew.  A quick tire change had us going 
again, but I was feeling a bit leery going anywhere else before getting a new spare, so it was off 
to Cerro Sombrero.  Luckily for us we had already seen all our targets!  It took a surprisingly 
short amount of time in the remote town to find a new tire, and after dinner we were all set to 
leave the island the next day. 
 
Day 11: Cerro Sombrero to Pali Aike National Park to Punta Arenas 
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Somewhat inconveniently the first ferry from Bahia Azul to Punta Delgada on the mainland 
didn’t leave until 9:15, so we got to have a bit of a sleep-in day, followed by a little roadside 
birding on our way to the ferry.  This produced little of interest other than another pair of 
Ruddy-headed Geese (even closer this time, allowing for an excellent study).  The ferry 
crossing, though, was excellent to say the least.  Large numbers of Magellanic Penguins 
cavorted just off the bow, while multiple, excellent looks at Magellanic Diving-Petrels, both on 
the water and in flight, put the previous we had of this species to shame.  Close by Chilean 
Skuas and Southern Giant-Petrels added to the mix, but the highlight, for me at least, was the 
repeated, close, truly spectacular views we had of Commerson’s Dolphins.  Surely this is among 
the best-looking Cetaceans! 
 

 
 

With our feet back on dry land it was off to the next birding stop.  First up was a small wetland 
near the ferry landing, where we hoped to find two new ducks for the tour.  The local Silvery 
Teal was fairly obliging (if somewhat shy), while Red Shoveler was less cooperative, with only 
a brief look in flight.  A goodly number of waterfowl were also nesting here, and we found nests 
of Upland Goose, Yellow-billed Pintail, and Crested Duck. 
 
Having enough of waterbirds (of both the fresh and saltwater varieties) it was up to the 
grasslands of the Patagonian Steppe at Pali Aike NP.  It didn’t take long to find our first if many 
Lesser “Darwin’s” Rheas, one of the most charismatic of the grassland species in southern 
Chile.  It only took slightly longer to find what must surely be among the most beautiful birds in 
the country, White-bridled Finch (photo by Luke Seitz).  And man oh man did it cooperate!  At 
one point it must have hopped to within 15 feet of some of us as it foraged on the ground, 
drawing oohs and ahs from everyone. 
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The finch under our belt we began to search for true specialties of Pali Aike – Dotterels.  And 
again we found success quickly.  First it was a wonderfully close pair of Tawny-throated 
Dotterels, which obliged us by walking closer and closer and more into the open.  The second 
dotterel took only a little bit longer (though it involved) more physical effort) but in the end we 
soon had excellent views of at least two Rufous-chested Dotterels (photo by Luke Seitz), 
sparking off a debate as to which is the better Dotterel.  A few more Two-banded Plovers and 

some Common 
Miners rounded out 
our haul at Pali Aike, 
and it was time for 
lunch. 
 
We had one more 
target after lunch, and 
extreme wind proved to 
be quite a problem.  So 
it was after some 
searching that we had 
only a brief view of the 
local Band-tailed 
Earthcreeper before 
we had to start heading 
back to Punta Arenas 
for the night.  The drive 
back did give us our 
first Ashy-headed 
Geese (and rounded 

out our haul of Patagonian sheldgeese), and the first good looks of Red Shoveler. 
 
Day 12: Punta Arenas to Torres del Paine National Park 
 
The morning of day 12 found us on the longest drive of the tour.  And since we had cleaned up 
so well on Patagonian species during the previous few days we didn’t have much to target.  
Nonetheless we did find many Lesser Rheas, a few Red Shovelers, and our first good looks at 
Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle.  Once we passed Puerto Natales the scenery started to improve, 
slowly at first, until all of a sudden there it was.  Torres del Paine.  To call it beautiful does it a 
disservice – and I do not exaggerate in saying it is the most stunningly gorgeous place I have 
ever been. 
 
And the views kept getting better and better as we approached our lodge.  Many a photo stop 
later we finally arrived at our accommodations, just in time for lunch, and just in time to admire 
a Gray-flanked Cinclodes walking on the lawn near the river and a pair of Great Grebes in 
said river. 
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Torres del Paine is more than “just” scenery, though, and after lunch found us driving through 
the park in search of one of the most enigmatic species in Patagonia.  Finally arriving at a reed-
choked lake on the eastern edge of the park we started trying to see our main goal of the 
afternoon – Austral Rail.  And we heard many, but they proved frustratingly difficult to come to 
grips with.  Finally, finding a channel someone had made into the marsh, we managed to call one 
across for a quick, but good view.  Then it crossed again, and then again.  It was a supremely 
gratifying experience, and went to show that sometimes working for the bird makes the memory 
all the much stronger. 
 

 
       It would be criminal to not include a photo of Torres del Paine – most beautiful scenery in South America 
 
Concentrating on the rail we didn’t really notice the other birds on the lake, but after succeeding 
with our primary goal we turned our attention to the many Wren-like Rushbirds, Sedge Wrens, 
Yellow-winged Blackbirds, and a few Red Shovelers that were sharing the lake with the rail.  
A few White-tufted and one Silvery Grebe rounded out the mix. 
 
Another small lake on the way back gave us our first Ruddy Ducks of the trip, as well as more 
White-tufted Grebes and some White-winged Coot, and two pairs of Spectacled Ducks at 
some very small puddles along the road.  Unfortunately our second irreparable flat of the trip 
followed soon after, and had to call it a day. 
 
Back at the lodge some phone calls to the rental company had the promise of new tires to be 
delivered in the morning, and satisfied we settled in to a well-deserved dinner and bed. 
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Day 13: Torres del Paine National Park and Las Cumbres 
 
Thankfully the new tires arrived right on schedule, and no time was lost due to mechanical 
problems.  So after breakfast it was back through the park again, stopping of course to take more 
pictures of the Horns of Paine in the morning light.  Stopping again at the lake where we had the 
Ruddy Ducks the day before we spent some time scanning the waterbirds and studying the finer 
points of Oxyura ID.  It was during this that pure serendipity struck, and a single female Lake 
Duck (a bird I had given up on for the tour) swam in near the Ruddy Ducks, and allowed an 
excellent comparison with the larger and darker female Ruddies. 
 
A consistently hooting Austral Pygmy-Owl soon diverted our attention, though, and with some 
quick searching Gordon spotted it sitting in the open across the lake.  Some Silvery Grebes and 
Chiloe Wigeon on the lake, and Gray-hooded Sierra-Finches on the shore rounded out that 
first birding stop.  A male Lesser Rhea with 22 chicks along the road provided further 
excitement, though, and it was quite amazing to watch such the large parent herd it’s brood of 
tiny offspring away from us. 
 

Continuing out of the 
park and further north 
we headed up into the 
higher elevations of the 
Sierra de Baguales.  At 
this point in our time in 
Patagonia we had only 
a few targets 
remaining, some of 
them quite difficult.  
The first to fall was 
Patagonian 
Mockingbird (photo 
by Luke Seitz), quite 
local in Chile.  While 
watching the 
mockingbird I thought 

to myself that the habitat looked a lot like the place we had seen Band-tailed Earthcreeper a 
couple of days previously, so I decided to play the tape on the off chance they were actually 
there.  And lo and behold one answered!  Soon we were looking at a trio of the birds as they 
cavorted amongst the shrubbery, with a pair of nesting Scale-throated Earthcreepers providing 
a nice dose of additional entertainment. 
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The first of many Andean Condors (photo by Luke Seitz) flew over not long after, followed 
shortly by our first Cinnamon-bellied Ground-Tyrant.  Getting out of the car to scan some 
cliffs (and finding many more Condors in the process – we ended up with 51 total for the day) a 
small gray bird flew in and landed close.  Lifting my bins I was absolutely delighted to see that it 
was a stunning male Yellow-bridled Finch, which proceeded to feed on dandelions at close 
range, completely 
unconcerned by our 
presence.  A stooping 
Aplomado Falcon, 
however, did concern 
it somewhat more, 
though luckily for the 
finch the falcon had 
its eye on a nearby 
miner. 

 
Further up the road 
we found a very close 
Rufous-tailed 
Plantcutter, many 
more condors, and 
Bob got a quick look 
at a Dark-faced 
Ground-Tyrant, but alas no White-throated Caracaras.  Finally reaching the end of the road at 
Las Cumbres, we turned around and worked our way back.  The finch was found again in about 
the same spot, and we chased a few Rufous-banded Miners down the road in front of us, but 
still no caracaras.  A sheep carcass back near the base of the road gave us some hope, but it was 
only attended by a slew of Condors (which DID allow for unbelievable views of this majestic 
beast), but the caracara, unfortunately, would not play.  In the end we had to accept this as one of 
our very few misses so far on the tour, and head back to the cabins, and on to Puerto Natales. 
 
The drive back south was mostly quiet, with a few stops for Fire-eyed Diucon and a quick look 
at the many Black-necked Swans on the waterfront before settling in for the night. 
 
Day 14: flights from Punta Arenas to Arica 
 
It was with a heavy heart that we had to bid farewell to Patagonia, with only a drive of a couple 
of hours from Puerto Natales to Punta Arenas to get one last taste of southern Chile.  While we 
didn’t find anything new, old friends such as Lesser Rhea, Upland Goose, and Coscoroba 
Swan came out to bid us goodbye. 
 
The remainder of the day was spent on two different flights, the first to Santiago, and then after a 
short layover the second to Arica.  Luckily everything left on time and arrival in Arica went as 
planned. 
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Day 15: Chaca and Azapa Valleys, to Putre 
 
We started our first day up north by heading south of Arica to the Chaca Valley, one of a handful 
of oases that string their way across the desert in this part of the country.  Being in the 
exceptionally dry Atacama Desert was quite a shock after the much more humid (and colder) 
southern parts of Chile, but the influx of new birds it brought was very welcome.  And it didn’t 
take long to find our first target birds.  We had barely stepped out of the car when a Slender-
billed Finch popped up right in front of us, and soon thereafter a “Peruvian” White-crested 
Elaenia flew in close.  Nearby Cinereous Conebills and West Peruvian Doves were new for 
the trip, as was a blindingly bright red Vermilion Flycatcher.  Then one of our most wanted 
birds in the desert oases started singing nearby, and a little playback brought in a smart 
Tamarugo Conebill, which proceeded to give us spectacular looks at close range. 
 
Satisfied with our haul we headed across the highway and into the actual town of Chaca to look 
for one of the hardest specialty birds in Chile – and one of the most wanted for at least one trip 
participant.  Our main strategy involved looking for flowers, and the first few clumps of them we 
found produced nothing but female Oasis Hummingbirds.  A couple of on looking Burrowing 
Owls, and our first Croaking Ground-Doves added to the mix, but we were having trouble 
finding the bird we really wanted here. 
 
Then, in a pure stroke of luck, we had a local house owner tell us that he had a flowering tree to 
which many hummingbirds visited, and eager to take a look we negotiated our way onto his 
property.  We had barely arrived at the tree (which looked rather like an Inga) when a male 
Chilean Woodstar chased away another hummer!  As we sat at that wonderful tree for the next 
half hour the male woodstar repeatedly chased away both Oasis Hummingbirds and females of 
his own species.  Finding this severely endangered bird, and being able to see both males and 
females, was a true highlight of the tour. 
 
Our main goals for the Chaca Valley enjoyed by all, we turned back north to the lusher Azapa 
Valley.  The number of targets had dwindled by this point, so we headed straight to what has 
become known as the “Hummingbird Paradise”, a piece of property absolutely covered in 
flowers, and associated hummers.  Upon arriving we soon found both female and spectacular 
male Peruvian Sheartails, and our first male Oasis Hummingbirds. 
 
By this point it was lunchtime, and after lunch the rest of the afternoon was occupied with 
getting up to the highland town of Putre.  We did, however, stop at a few places in the extremely 
barren, almost moonscape-like habitat along the highway, and at the third such stop found one of 
the few birds that calls this desert home – Grayish Miner. 
 
Arriving in Putre, we had a little bit of time to check out the birds around our hotel, which 
included a few Golden-spotted Ground-Doves among the more common Black-winged 
Ground-Doves, and a goodly number of Andean Hillstars at some flowering bushes. 
 
Day 16: Lauca National Park and Putre 
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After sleeping at an already heady 3500m above sea level, we awoke early in the morning to 
head even higher.  The dry puna grasslands, bofedal bogs, and lakes that dot Lauca National Park 
at 4500m hold a number of species not found elsewhere in Chile, and it was these that we were 
looking for.  Unfortunately some rather severe construction on the highway made birding many 
areas that we typically visit hard or impossible. 
 
However we still managed to find nearly all of our target species, starting with a rare “Puna” 
Lesser Rhea that was walking sedately not far off the road!  Following not long after was our 
first of many Puna Ground-Tyrants, and a pair of White-winged Cinclodes.  As we continued 
along the highway we noticed some shallow lakes that were absolutely covered in flamingos.  
Rather annoyingly this was right in the middle of a construction zone, but we did quickly pull off 
and jump out of the bus for a quick scan.  Luckily for us we had 15 minutes in the light early 
morning traffic to look through the birds on the lake, and we soon found a half-dozen or so 
James’s (Puna) Flamingos, and a single Andean Flamingo among the much more common 
Chilean Flamingos.  A few Andean Avocets were also the only ones we had on the trip, but we 
were unable to finish a thorough scan of the lake before we had to move on, so who knows what 
else we missed. 
 

 
 

Given the difficulty of birding along the main highway, we decided to concentrate most our 
birding along the side-road to Parinacota.  This proved quite productive – our first stop of a small 
lake gave us oodles of the enormous Giant Coot (photo by Andrew Spencer), smaller numbers 
of the handsome Puna Teal, Puna Ibis, Silvery Grebes (of the very different northern 
subspecies), our first Cream-winged Cinclodes, and some of the dapper Andean Negritos. 
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Surrounding the lake was a large area of the unique bofedal bog habitat, which can hold a 
number of birds we were still looking for.  It didn’t take long for us to find the first of these, the 
gigantic White-fronted Ground-Tyrant.  Not long after a few pairs of the local White-
throated Sierra-Finches obliged us by providing stunning views, followed closely by the very 
similar White-winged Diuca-Finch for a good comparison.  To top it all off, the magnificent 
Parinacota Volcano finally came out from under the clouds, giving us some of the best scenery 
of the entire trip. 

 
Still searching for a few wetland birds we worked our way up to a large lake nearly on the 
Bolivian border, where we found some Andean Coots among the more common Giants, some 
more Chilean Flamingos, but not too much else new.  Our first Plain-breasted Earthcreeper 
put in a quick appearance on the other side of the road, though, before we began to head back 
towards Putre. 
 
Our last stop in Lauca was at a large bofedal, where some searching gave us a few Puna Miners 
in the drier grass around the bog, while a walk through the bog itself produced first one, then a 
pair of the ptarmigan-esque Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe among the far more common Gray-
breasted Seedsnipe.  At this point we had found most of the species we wanted to see up at the 
high altitudes, so it was decided to head back down to Putre.  As we were walking out of the bog, 
though, Joe called the front of the group back to point out a bird he had found.  Not knowing 
what to expect I was stunned (and very pleased) when it turned out to be a White-tailed Shrike-
Tyrant, a rare bird anywhere in its range and one I hadn’t had much hope for on the tour!  It was 
a perfect ending to our time in Lauca. 
 
Back in Putre we found ourselves with a little time to check out the dry arroyos around town for 
some pre-puna specialists.  Our first stop quickly produced one of the them – the stunning 
Black-hooded Sierra-Finch, while a bit more searching at another spot gave us two more – 
Canyon Canastero and Straight-billed Earthcreeper.  A recent immigrant to Chile, Spot-
winged Pigeon, was found nearby, as were a slew of Bare-faced Ground-Doves and a couple 
of Giant Hummingbirds. 
 
Day 17: Putre, Polylepis grove near Pachama, and the Arica area 
 
Having found most of the Putre specialties the evening before we had only a few to look for this 
morning.  Heading to a different part of the arroyo behind town, we had just stepped out of the 
car when the first of these started singing – a White-throated Earthcreeper.  Unfortunately that 
particular individual wasn’t very cooperative, but it didn’t take us too long to find a pair that 
WAS very cooperative, coming in to very close range and give us walk-away views. 
 
As we were walking away from said views we stumbled across a pair of White-browed Chat-
Tyrants, the first (and only) we had.  A pair of Yellow-billed Tit-Tyrants and a Band-tailed 
Seedeater all cooperated beautifully, but it took a little more searching to find our last target in 
Putre.  But only a little, and 15 minutes later we were admiring a single Streaked Tit-Spinetail, 
before heading in for breakfast. 
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Our last stop up in the highlands involved a bit of a detour off the highway to one of Chile’s few 
remaining stands of Polylepis, a unique high altitude tree that makes up some of the most 
endangered habitat in South America.  There weren’t a whole lot of birds in the medium-sized 
stand we went to, but the ones that were there included a pair of handsome d’Orbigny’s Chat-
Tyrants and a few flyover Thick-billed Siskins.  A bit of pygmy-owl playback also brought in a 
small group of Streaked Tit-Spinetails, which gave us a better look than the one we had earlier, 
and Andean Swifts were zooming by close overhead for nearly our entire visit. 
 
Finally done in the mountains we descended to the coast at Arica.  The first stop was at the Lluta 
River mouth, which didn’t give us much other than a few Cinnamon Teal, tons of Gray Gulls, 
and a few Black Skimmers.  A check of a few beachside fields turned up empty at first, but 
finally Maxine pulled out one of the best spots of the trip when she announced she had found a 
Peruvian Thick-Knee (photo by Andrew Spencer), which turned out to be one of a pair that 
were sleeping in a nearly barren plot, almost oblivious to our presence.  

 
The final birding 
of the trip took 
place on a rocky 
headland jutting 
into the Pacific 
off of Arica, 
where we went 
looking for a few 
birds for Sonia 
(who had missed 
some species 
because of flight 
delays), and to 
see if we could 
scrounge up 
anything new of 
the trip list.  We 
succeeded in the 
former by finding 
a few Surfbirds 

among the more common Ruddy Turnstone, and five or so Blackish Oystercacthers loafing 
around on the rocks.  A goodly number of cormorants were flying by, including many Red-
legged and a few Guanay Cormorants, and a scan of the ocean gave us some Inca Terns.  The 
only Belcher’s Gulls of the trip sat on the rocks and watched us lazily.  The very last new bird of 
the trip came in the form of Little Blue Heron, sitting amongst a large group of Willets and 
gulls. 
 
Done with the birding for the day (and the tour), we headed back for a well-deserved dinner and 
sleep before our early morning flight to Santiago the next day, and flights home.  
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Bird List 
The taxonomy of the list follows: Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and 
Fitzpatrick, John W. The Clements Checklist of Birds of the World. Cornell, 2007. 
 
We saw a total of 284 species, with two heard only birds being marked with an “H”.  Species 
endemic to Chile are marked with an “E”. 
 
RHEAS: Rheidae  
"Puna" Lesser Rhea    Rhea pennata tarapacensis 

One seen along the road in Lauca.  Sometimes split from Lesser Rhea, this is by far the 
rarer form of the species and often quite difficult to find. 

"Darwin's" Lesser Rhea   Rhea pennata pennata 
Common on the mainland in southern Chile, but absent from Tierra del Fuego.  We even 
saw a male with 22(!) chicks in Torres del Paine, and another male with chicks was seen 
along the road between Puerto Natales and Punta Arenas. 

TINAMOUS: Tinamidae  
Chilean Tinamou (E)   Nothoprocta perdicaria 

Excellent views of a single individual in an agricultural field along the entrance road to 
Nahuelbuta National Park.  Others were heard along the road by Lago Colbun and near 
La Campana. 

DUCKS, GEESE, AND WATERFOWL: Anatidae  
Black-necked Swan    Cygnus melancoryphus 

First seen around Chiloe, this magnificent species was also quite common in southern 
Chile, especially at the waterfront at Puerto Natales. 

Coscoroba Swan    Coscoroba coscoroba 
This barnyard goose imitator was fairly common in southern Chile, with our best looks 
coming from Tierra del Fuego. 

Andean Goose    Chloephaga melanoptera 
The largest of the sheldgeese was seen at numerous places in Lauca. 

Upland Goose    Chloephaga picta 
This was by far the most common sheldgoose of the trip, and at times the most common 
bird in certain parts of southern Chile.  Our first were a small flock at Lago Colbun not 
far south of Santiago, followed by many more in Patagonia. 

Kelp Goose     Chloephaga hybrida 
It took a little bit of searching, but we eventually found a pair south of Punta Arenas.  
This species is a contender with the next as most beautiful sheldgoose. 

Ashy-headed Goose    Chloephaga poliocephala 
One of the best looking birds in Chile, we had some excellent views of a pair here and a 
pair there, first near Punta Arenas and then at Torres del Paine. 

Ruddy-headed Goose   Chloephaga rubidiceps 
The rarest sheldgoose, by far.  We saw two different pairs, one north of Porvenir, and 
one just north of Cerro Sombrero.  Both were very close and allowed us an excellent 
study of this difficult to identify species. 

Torrent Duck     Merganetta armata 
Three different pairs seen along the river below El Yeso.  I must say I like the southern 
subspecies much more than the northern ones that I am more used to! 

Flying Steamer-Duck   Tachyeres patachonicus 
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By far the more common Steamer-Duck on the tour, multiples were seen at various 
location in Patagonia. 

Flightless Steamer-Duck   Tachyeres pteneres 
The only ones seen were on Chiloe, where a few were loafing on shore. 

Crested Duck     Lophonetta specularioides 
Common from central Chile south; the most common duck in Patagonia. 

Spectacled Duck    Speculanas specularis 
We did quite well with this difficult to find and uncommon species.  Our first was a pair 
with three chicks at Lago Colbun.  We then found two different pairs in Torres del Paine.  
All three pair allowed us some beautiful looks at this handsome duck. 

Chiloe Wigeon    Anas sibilatrix 
Common from central Chile south, including a group of displaying birds in Torres del 
Paine. 

Yellow-billed Teal    Anas flavirostris 
The southern subspecies xxxx was common from central Chile south, while the northern 
subspecies was frequently encountered in Lauca. 

Yellow-billed Pintail    Anas georgica 
One of the most common ducks in central and southern Chile. 

Silver Teal     Anas versicolor 
This uncommon species was only seen once on the tour, at a small wetlands at Buque 
Quemado, where a pair was behaving in a manner that suggested they were nesting in 
the area. 

Puna Teal     Anas puna 
Quite a few seen at Lauca. 

Cinnamon Teal    Anas cyanoptera 
Surprisingly few of this species were seen on the tour, first a female with chicks at the 
Lampa Marshes, then a small group at the Lluta River mouth. 

Red Shoveler     Anas platalea 
We saw a few different pairs of this good-looking shoveler, first at Buque Quemado, then 
at a wetlands north of Punta Arenas, and finally at the Austral Rail marsh in Torres del 
Paine. 

Black-headed Duck    Heteronetta atricapilla 
This uniquely parasitic duck was one of the first birds of the trip at a wetlands on the way 
to Santo Domingo, then not seen again on the tour. 

Ruddy Duck     Oxyura jamaicensis 
Common on one pond at Torres del Paine, with more seen at Lauca.  The ones at Torres 
del Paine were doing their fantastic bill slapping display and giving their quiet frog-like 
croaks at very close range! 

Lake Duck     Oxyura vittata 
It was pure serendipity when a female of this species swam out into the same lake that 
held a number of Ruddy Ducks in Torres del Paine and allowed us an excellent 
comparison with the female Ruddies. 

NEW WORLD QUAIL: Odontophoridae  
California Quail (I)    Callipepla californica 
GREBES: Podicipedidae  
White-tufted Grebe    Rollandia Rolland 
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This tiny but beautiful grebe was common around Torres del Paine. 
Pied-billed Grebe    Podilymbus podiceps 
Great Grebe     Podiceps major 

Amazingly abundant on Lago Colbun.  Also seen at a number of other locations in both 
central and southern Chile. 

Silvery Grebe     Podiceps occipitalis 
The southern subspecies (occipitalis) was seen at a few locations in Patagonia, with the 
best looks coming from Torres del Paine.  The very different northern subspecies 
(juninensis) was common in Lauca.  Their radically different looks, combined with 
apparent differences in voice, strongly suggest that two species are involved. 

FLAMINGOS: Phoenicopteridae  
Chilean Flamingo    Phoenicopterus chilensis 

Appropriately the most common flamingo in Chile.  First seen on Tierra del Fuego, a few 
small groups were seen in southern Chile, while much larger numbers dotted a few lake 
at Lauca. 

Andean Flamingo    Phoenicoparrus andinus 
We only had enough time to find one among the Chilean Flamingos at Lauca, but there 
were doubtless more out there if we had the time to scan. 

James's Flamingo    Phoenicoparrus jamesi 
A half dozen or so were found among the many Chilean Flamingos at Lauca, but like the 
above species there were doubtless more among the pink masses. 

PENGUINS: Spheniscidae  
Humboldt Penguin    Spheniscus humboldti 

Only one was seen from the pelagic out of Quintero, but better and closer looks were had 
at a couple on the ferry to Chiloe, picked out from the more common Magellanic 
Penguins. 

Magellanic Penguin    Spheniscus magellanicus 
Common from various ferries we took, with the best views coming from the ferry between 
Bahia Azul and Punta Delgada. 

King Penguin     Aptenodytes patagonica 
The bird of the trip!  While scouting Patagonia before the tour I found out about a newly 
discovered “colony” of this gigantic penguin south of Porvenir.  Of course we couldn’t 
resist checking it out on tour, and our efforts paid of magnificently!  A total of 21 birds 
were present, loafing around on a small gravel beach, allowing us to ogle them to our 
hearts content.  A few of the birds were in heavy molt.   

ALBATROSSES: Diomedeidae  
"Southern" Royal Albatross  Diomedea epomophora epomophora 

A single individual of the rare member of this species complex was seen on the pelagic 
from Quintero. 

"Northern" Royal Albatross  Diomedea epomophora sanfordi 
Surprisingly common on the pelagic from Quintero, with well over a dozen individuals in 
total.  It is hard to be sure how many we actually saw, as some would follow the boat for 
long periods. 

Black-browed Albatross   Thalassarche melanophris 
We saw many immature birds on the pelagic, while adults were very common both from 
shore near Punta Arenas and on the ferry to Porvenir. 
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Salvin's Albatross    Thalassarche salvini 
Common on the pelagic. 

PETRELS AND SHEARWATERS: Procellariidae  
Southern Giant-Petrel   Macronectes giganteus 

The more common giant-petrel was first seen from shore at Santo Domingo.  Surprisingly 
only one was seen on the pelagic.  Commonly seen from shore in southern Chile, with 
nearly all birds being immatures, but with at least a few sub-adults seen from the ferry to 
Porvernir. 

Northern Giant-Petrel   Macronectes halli 
One was seen well from the pelagic off of Quintero, while a sub-adult was closely studied 
while waiting for the ferry to leave Punta Arenas.  There may well have been more 
northerns among the many southerns we saw in the Strait of Magellan. 

Southern Fulmar    Fulmarus glacialoides 
Common in the Strait of Magellen, with some coming very close to shore for a nice close 
look. 

Cape Petrel     Daption capense 
This smart petrel was with us most the time we were offshore at Quintero, and at times 
would fly and land very close to the boat. 

Masatierra Petrel    Pterodroma defilippiana 
Alas on a couple of distant views were had of this Pterodroma off of Quintero. 

White-chinned Petrel   Procellaria aequinoctialis 
Common but outnumbered by the next species on the pelagic.  We also saw a few from 
the ferry to Porvernir. 

Westland Petrel    Procellaria westlandica 
This species was wonderfully common on the pelagic, outnumbering the previous species, 
and giving us repeated excellent views. 

Sooty Shearwater    Puffinus griseus 
Abundant on the pelagic, with many more seen from shore in central Chile. 

Pink-footed Shearwater   Puffinus creatopus 
Common on the pelagic.  A few more were seen from the ferry to Chiloe. 

Little Shearwater    Puffinus assimilis 
One flew by fairly distantly on the pelagic, but alas was only seen by a couple of people. 

STORM-PETRELS: Hydrobatidae  
“Fuegian” Wilson's Storm-Petrel  Oceanites oceanicus 

Quite common on the pelagic, with a few coming in close to the boat.  A number were 
also seen on the ferry crossing to Porvenir.  This subspecies is thought by some to be a 
different species than Wilson’s elsewhere. 

Elliot's Storm-Petrel    Oceanites gracilis 
A couple were seen early on in the pelagic, but not later on. 

DIVING-PETRELS: Pelecanoididae  
Peruvian Diving-Petrel   Pelecanoides garnotii 

Only one was seen towards the end of the pelagic off Quintero. 
Magellanic Diving-Petrel   Pelecanoides magellani 

Quite a few were seen, mostly distantly, on the ferry to Porvenir.  Many more were seen 
on the ferry to Punta Delgada, including spectacular close views both of birds flying by 
and on the water.  
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PELICANS: Pelecanidae  
Peruvian Pelican    Pelecanus thagus 

Common from shore in central and northern Chile. 
BOOBIES: Sulidae  
Peruvian Booby    Sula variegata 

Ditto for this species. 
CORMORANTS: Phalacrocoracidae  
Neotropic Cormorant   Phalacrocorax brasilianus 
Red-legged Cormorant   Phalacrocorax gaimardi 

One of the best looking cormorants in the world was seen fairly well from the pelagic, 
and then much better from the ferry to Chiloe and from the lighthouse at Arica. 

Magellan (Rock) Cormorant  Phalacrocorax magellanicus 
The southern replacement for the species below was first seen from the ferry to Chiloe, 
and then from multiple points in southern Patagonia.  A large nesting colony was 
observed around the Punta Delgada ferry landing. 

Guanay Cormorant    Phalacrocorax bougainvillii 
First seen from the pelagic, more were seen from shore in Viña and Arica. 

Imperial Cormorant    Phalacrocorax atriceps 
We first found this large species from the ferry to Chiloe, and then many, many more 
were seen in southern Patagonia, including large colonies at Punta Arenas and Puerto 
Natales. 

HERONS: Ardeidae  
Stripe-backed Bittern (H)   Ixobrychus involucris 

Alas this remained a heard only at the Lampa Marshes. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax 

The sooty colored southern form of this species was seen many times from central Chile 
southward. 

Cattle Egret     Bubulcus ibis 
Great Egret     Ardea alba 
Snowy Egret     Egretta thula 
Little Blue Heron    Egretta caerulea 

The only ones of the trip were in Arica, where three adults were found along the rocky 
shoreline. 

IBISES: Threskiornithidae  
White-faced Ibis    Plegadis chihi 

Sonia saw one south of Talca. 
Puna Ibis     Plegadis ridgwayi 

Common up at Lauca, where we had multiple individuals perched within feet of the bus. 
Black-faced Ibis    Theristicus melanopis 

Once south of Talca this species became progressively more common.  A rather large, 
and (for people from North America anyway) a rather un-Ibis like Ibis – its voice was a 
constant reminder we were in southern Chile. 

VULTURES: Cathartidae  
Turkey Vulture    Cathartes aura 
Black Vulture    Coragyps atratus 
Andean Condor    Vultur gryphus 
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This magnificent bird was wonderfully common on the tour, with the firsts seen not far 
out of Santiago and at El Yeso, and then many more in Patagonia.  On our day in the 
Sierra Baguales we saw around 50 individuals, including some on the ground at 
remarkably close range, and at least eight at a sheep carcass.  

HAWKS: Accipitridae  
White-tailed Kite    Elanus leucurus 

A few were seen from the bus between Talca and Angol. 
Cinereous Harrier    Circus cinereus 

First seen at the Maipo River mouth, this species became more common in southern 
Chile, and was one of the most common raptors on Tierra del Fuego. 

Bicolored (Chilean) Hawk   Accipiter bicolor chilensis 
Only one was seen on the tour, by some of the participants in Altos de Lircay. 

Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle  Geranoaetus melanoleucus 
The first of the tour was seen near Santiago, then lots were seen in Patagonia and one or 
two in Lauca. 

Harris's Hawk    Parabuteo unicinctus 
The rather different southern subspecies was seen a few times in central Chile. 

White-throated Hawk   Buteo albigula 
This rare raptor was a nice surprise in Nahuelbuta, where we got to watch it fly down the 
road low in front of us and land in the open before flying off again. 

Variable Hawk    Buteo polyosoma 
Commonly seen throughout the tour. 

Rufous-tailed Hawk    Buteo ventralis 
One of the rarest and hardest to find raptors of the Americas, one that flew in, landed 
above our heads, and flew out again at Altos de Lircay was one of the luckiest moment of 
the tour. 

FALCONS AND CARACARAS: Falconidae  
Southern Caracara    Caracara plancus 

A few were seen in central Chile, but this species was downright abundant in Patagonia. 
Mountain Caracara    Phalcoboenus megalopterus 

Somewhat surprisingly we didn’t find this species up at Lauca, but a last minute save by 
a distant soaring bird at the polylepis grove put this species on the list. 

Chimango Caracara    Milvago chimango 
One of the most common birds in central Chile, it is much less abundant in southern 
Patagonia, where only a few were seen. 

American Kestrel    Falco sparverius 
Aplomado Falcon    Falco femoralis 

We were blessed with many encounters with this beautiful raptor, but perhaps the most 
memorable was one perched right outside the van eating a still twitching Shore-billed 
Miner on Tierra del Fuego. 

Peregrine Falcon    Falco peregrinus 
Seen three times on the tour, first at Lago Colbun, then at Torres del Paine, and then 
again in Lauca. 

RAILS AND COOTS: Rallidae  
Austral Rail     Rallus antarcticus 



Tropical Birding        Chile Set Departure                                  November 2011 

www.tropicalbirding.com      info@tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-0514 

Yes!  We worked hard for this one at a large marsh in Torres del Paine.  Hearing it was 
easy, indeed we probably heard upwards of ten birds, but the first couple we tried for 
stayed frustratingly out of sight.  Finally we found a small channel to call it across, and 
lo and behold it worked!  It ended up crossing four times, and everyone was able to see it.  
This species was once feared extinct and is still an extremely local and poorly known 
bird. 

Plumbeous Rail    Pardirallus sanguinolentus 
Every individual of this species was saw was acting very un-rail like.  First was an 
individual in a driveway, then one in a muddy puddle, and the one running across the 
road, all seen from the bus. 

Spot-flanked Gallinule   Gallinula melanops 
Sonia found this unique-looking bird in Viña while the rest of us were out on the pelagic. 

Red-gartered Coot    Fulica armillata 
Common to abundant in central Chile, especially on Lago Colbun. 

Red-fronted Coot    Fulica rufifrons 
We saw a couple the first day in a wetland on the way to Santo Domingo, and then a 
couple more at the Lampa marshes. 

Giant Coot     Fulica gigantean 
Downright abundant in Lauca, where we got to watch birds build nests, feed chicks, and 
make a large variety of fantastic noises. 

Slate-colored (Andean) Coot  Fulica ardesiaca 
Only seen in Lauca, where it was greatly outnumbered by its larger cousin. 

White-winged Coot    Fulica leucoptera  
First seen in central Chile, this was the most common coot in southern Patagonia. 

PLOVERS: Charadriidae  
Southern Lapwing    Vanellus chilensis 

A very common (and very, very noisy) component of the central and southern Chilean 
avifauna.  The subspecies found in Chile is different, vocally, from those elsewhere in 
South America, and may deserve species status. 

Black-bellied Plover    Pluvialis squatarola 
Only two were seen, along the shoreline in Vina. 

Two-banded Plover    Charadrius falklandicus 
This large and gorgeous plover was common on Tierra del Fuego, including a group of 
over 30 on the Magellanic Plover lake.  It was also seen on the mainland along the Pali 
Aike entrance road. 

Rufous-chested Dotterel   Charadrius modestus 
One of the highest-value targets in southern Patagonia, we rather easily found a pair of 
these along the Pali Aike entrance road, though they were less cooperative than the other 
southern Dotterel. 

Diademed Sandpiper-Plover  Phegornis mitchellii 
Nearly ever birder coming to Chile has this unique and charismatic species 
(affectionately known as the DSP) near the top of their hit list.  We had simply stunning 
views of an individual at close range at El Yeso after a bit of searching 

Tawny-throated Dotterel   Oreopholus ruficollis 
Starting up a debate as to which was the better looking dotterel was a pair of these 
stunners, which performed amazingly well.  They were first spotted in the distance on the 



Tropical Birding        Chile Set Departure                                  November 2011 

www.tropicalbirding.com      info@tropicalbirding.com                     +1-409-515-0514 

grassy steppe, but then started walking closer, and closer, until they were within a few 
feet of the car and completely in the open. 

OYSTERCATCHERS: Haematopodidae  
American Oystercatcher   Haematopus palliates 

Commonly found along the shorelines in central and northern Chile.  A couple were also 
seen along the shores of the Strait of Magellan near San Gregorio. 

Blackish Oystercatcher   Haematopus ater 
First seen from the pelagic, and along the shoreline at Vina, we also found a few at the 
lighthouse in Arica. 

Magellanic Oystercatcher   Haematopus leucopodus 
Wonderfully common in southern Patagonia, in a wide variety of habitats (which 
included grasslands in Torres del Paine). 

AVOCETS AND STILTS: Recurvirostridae  
Black-necked (White-backed) Stilt  Himantopus mexicanus melanurus 

Many were seen at the Maipo River mouth.  This form both looks and sounds different 
than Black-necked Stilts further north and likely deserves to be split. 

Andean Avocet    Recurvirostra andina 
A decent number of this uncommon high-Andean shorebird were seen at a lake in Lauca, 
though we weren’t able to enjoy them as much as we have liked due to construction. 

THICK-KNEES: Burhinidae  
Peruvian Thick-knee    Burhinus superciliaris 

Maxine made one of the best spots of the trip when she found a pair of these nocturnal 
shorebirds in a barren field near the Lluta River mouth!  

MAGELLANIC PLOVER: Pluvianellidae  
Magellanic Plover    Pluvianellus socialis 

This was one of the most wanted birds on the tour for some of the participants, mostly 
due to its status as the single member of its family.  After a little searching we got lucky 
with some point-blank views of this little stunner, including getting to watch it do its 
bizarre foot-shuffling foraging for food. 

SANDPIPERS: Scolopacidae  
South American Snipe   Gallinago paraguaiae 

A few were seen in central Chile, and many more in southern Patagonia, where we also 
heard a few winnowing in flight displays. 

Hudsonian Godwit    Limosa haemastica 
Abundant at the Caulin Estuary on Chiloe.  We also saw a few at Buque Quemado near 
Punta Delgada.  Nearly the entire world population winters either on Chiloe or Tierra 
del Fuego and nearby bays. 

Whimbrel     Numenius phaeopus 
Seen at a wide variety of locations from northern to southern Chile, though rarely 
common. 

Greater Yellowlegs    Tringa melanoleuca 
A few were seen in southern Chile, mostly at Buque Quemado. 

Lesser Yellowlegs    Tringa flavipes 
A few were seen in southern Chile, and then one on the altiplano at Lauca. 

Willet      Tringa semipalmata 
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We saw a couple at the Maipo River mouth, and then many more along the shoreline at 
Arica. 

Ruddy Turnstone    Arenaria interpres 
Common on the Viña del Mar waterfront and around Arica. 

Surfbird     Aphriza virgata 
A good number were seen along the rocky shoreline in Viña del Mar, and another flock 
was found at the lighthouse in Arica. 

Red Knot     Calidris canutus 
A single bird was found in the Caulin Estuary on Chiloe among the much more common 
Hudsonian Godwits. 

Sanderling     Calidris alba 
Only a few were seen, including a small group well out at sea on the pelagic and a 
couple along the Arica shoreline. 

White-rumped Sandpiper   Calidris fuscicollis 
Common on Tierra del Fuego, though slightly less so than the above species.  Less 
common on the mainland, where it was mostly seen along the Pali Aike road. 

Baird's Sandpiper    Calidris bairdii 
Common to abundant in southern Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego.  A few were also seen 
along the central Chilean coast. 

Wilson's Phalarope    Phalaropus tricolor 
Common on Tierra del Fuego, not seen elsewhere. 

Red-necked Phalarope   Phalaropus lobatus 
A couple were seen from the pelagic, where this was by far the less common phalarope. 

Red Phalarope    Phalaropus fulicarius 
Decent numbers seen from the pelagic off Quintero. 

SEEDSNIPE: Thinocoridae  
Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe   Attagis gayi 

The giant of the seedsnipe family was seen in Lauca National Park, where we found three 
different birds (a pair and a single) in a bofedal bog. 

Gray-breasted Seedsnipe   Thinocorus orbignyianus 
We first found this small seedsnipe at El Yeso, where it was quite common, but it was 
truly abundant in Lauca, where among others we found a flock of 30-40 birds in a 
bofedal bog. 

Least Seedsnipe    Thinocorus rumicivorus 
The midget of the family was seen in a barren field along the Strait of Magellan. 

JAEGERS AND SKUAS: Stercorariidae  
Chilean Skua     Stercorarius chilensis 

A few were seen from the pelagic, but it was down in Patagonia where they were truly 
common.  Here we saw many from land along the Straits of Magellan, and even more 
over land on Tierra del Fuego. 

GULLS AND TERNS: Laridae  
Andean Gull     Chroicocephalus serranus 

Only seen in northern Chile, where they were common in Lauca. 
Brown-hooded Gull    Chroicocephalus maculipennis 

Common in central Chile, and especially in southern Patagonia. 
Gray-hooded Gull    Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 
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A complete surprise was an adult of this species at Lago Colbun, where we watched it for 
a while flying over the lake and occasionally landing. 

Dolphin Gull     Leucophaeus scoresbii 
The best looking gull on the South American mainland, bar none.  We saw a couple of 
shore in Punta Arenas, but it was in Porvernir where they were common and particularly 
approachable. 

Gray Gull     Leucophaeus modestus 
First seen along the shore at Vina, a couple more were also seen from the ferry landing 
at Chiloe.  The real numbers, though, came at the Lluta River mouth and near Arica, 
where hundreds of these handsome gulls were congregating. 

Franklin's Gull    Leucophaeus pipixcan 
Common in central and northern Chile. 

Belcher's Gull    Larus belcheri 
Only seen near Arica, where there were a few loafing around the rocks by the lighthouse.  
Interestingly, almost every individual here was a young bird. 

Kelp Gull     Larus dominicanus 
Common to abundant in central and southern Chile, often well away from the ocean.  
Only a couple were seen in northern Chile. 

Inca Tern     Larosterna inca 
So weird it barely looks like a tern!  We saw a few from the pelagic off of Quintero, and 
some more from the shorelines in both Viña and Arica. 

Common Tern    Sterna hirundo 
A couple were mixed in with the many South American Terns at the Maipo River mouth. 

South American Tern   Sterna hirundinacea 
Common to abundant along the central and southern Chilean coasts, especially at the 
Maipo River mouth. 

Elegant Tern     Thalasseus elegans 
We saw a few along the central coast, but it was near Arica where we found the most of 
this large tern. 

SKIMMERS: Rynchopidae  
Black Skimmer    Rynchops niger 

Common at the Maipo River mouth, with a few more near Arica. 
PIGEONS AND DOVES: Columbidae  
Picui Ground-Dove    Columbina picui 

Frequently seen in central Chile, but not encountered elsewhere. 
Croaking Ground-Dove   Columbina cruziana 

These delightful little doves, with their bizarre frog-like calls, were common in the oasis 
valleys around Arica. 

Bare-faced Ground-Dove   Metriopelia ceciliae 
Downright abundant around Putre, with more seen on the drive to the Polylepis grove. 

Black-winged Ground-Dove   Metriopelia melanoptera 
First seen around El Yeso, it was more common around Putre. 

Golden-spotted Ground-Dove  Metriopelia aymara 
A few were seen in the vicinity of Putre. 

Rock Pigeon (I)    Columba livia 
Spot-winged Pigeon    Patagioenas maculosa 
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A recent arrival to Chile (not even in the field guide!), we saw decent numbers of this 
large pigeon in and around Putre. 

Chilean Pigeon    Patagioenas araucana 
The southern replacement for Band-tailed Pigeon was quite common in central Chile, at 
least in areas with good forests. 

West Peruvian Dove    Zenaida meloda 
Shockingly similar to White-winged Dove, we saw many in the desert oasis valleys 
around Arica. 

Eared Dove     Zenaida auriculata 
Less common in Chile than further north, we still saw a decent number. 

PARROTS AND PARAKEETS: Psittacidae  
Burrowing Parakeet    Cyanoliseus patagonus 

I’m sorry, I just don’t believe that this is a parakeet.  It looks more like a macaw to me!  
Regardless, we had a couple of wonderful encounters with this species near Lago 
Colbun, where a group was coming down to some fields to feed on flowers. 

Austral Parakeet    Enicognathus ferrugineus 
Our first sighting was a rather unsatisfactory one of a flying over pair at Altos de Lircay.  
Later we had better looks at Nahuelbuta, while a couple zoomed past in Torres del Paine. 

Slender-billed Parakeet (E)   Enicognathus leptorhynchus 
Like the previous species, our first encounter was not very good (some flyby birds at 
Nahuelbuta), but we made up for it with the spectacular views we had along the road to 
Puyuhue, where a large flock was feeding in a fruiting tree.  Some more were seen flying 
over the road on the way to the ferry to Chiloe.  

OWLS: Strigidae  
Great (Magellanic) Horned Owl  Bubo virginianus magellanicus 

It was pure luck when one flew by us at Lago Colbun and landed on a nearby cliff, 
allowing some excellent looks. 

Rufous-legged Owl    Strix rufipes 
One of my favorite birding events of the trip was listening to the monkey cackle-like song 
of this wonderful owl in the darkness at Altos de Lircay.  The fact that we also had 
excellent looks didn’t hurt either! 

Austral Pygmy-Owl    Glaucidium nanum 
We eventually tracked one down at La Campana, and got quite good views, but one at 
Torres del Paine was more cooperative. 

Burrowing Owl    Athene cunicularia 
Only seen in northern Chile, where we had a pair in the Chaca Valley. 

Short-eared Owl    Asio flammeus 
We were lucky enough to find this species twice this trip, first in the predawn near Talca, 
and then in the middle of the day near Puerto Montt. 

NIGHTJARS: Caprimulgidae  
Band-winged Nightjar   Caprimulgus longirostris 

We didn’t have the best luck with this species during the tour, and the only one seen was 
by Joe during a pre-dawn run in Torres del Paine. 

SWIFTS: Apodidae  
Chimney Swift    Chaetura pelagica 

A good sized flock was seen in the Chaca Valley. 
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Andean Swift     Aeronautes andecolus 
Our firsts came from around Putre, but we had much better views at the polylepis grove, 
where many were flying by very close overhead. 

HUMMINGBIRDS: Trochilidae  
Sparkling Violetear    Colibri coruscans 

Surprisingly limited in Chile, we saw a single individual near Putre. 
Green-backed Firecrown   Sephanoides sephaniodes  

The furthest southern hummer in the world was encountered multiple times during the 
tour, mostly as fly-by views, but also seen very well perched at Altos de Lircay and at 
Nahuelbuta. 

Andean Hillstar    Oreotrochilus estella 
Common around Putre. 

White-sided Hillstar    Oreotrochilus leucopleurus 
The southern replacement of the above species was seen often and well around El Yeso. 

Giant Hummingbird    Patagona gigas 
We first encountered this enormous hummer at La Campana, and then again around 
Putre. 

Chilean Woodstar (E)   Eulidia yarrellii 
Yes!  One of the birds of the trip, and one of the rarest hummers on the planet.  This bird 
is in serious trouble in northern Chile, and we were fortunate to encounter both a male 
and female of the species, with the male defending a flowering tree from nearly all 
comers.  I even got a recording of the male, one of the few ever made. 

Oasis Hummingbird    Rhodopis vesper 
Living up to its name, we found many in the desert oasis valleys around Arica.  The vast 
majority seen were females, but a few males were also encountered. 

Peruvian Sheartail    Thaumastura cora 
Common in the Azapa Valley, where we got to see adult males with full tail streamers, 
young males, and females, all at close range. 

KINGFISHERS: Alcedinidae  
Ringed Kingfisher    Megaceryle torquata 

The only one of the tour was a drive-by sighting near Puerto Montt. 
WOODPECKERS: Picidae  
Striped Woodpecker    Veniliornis lignarius 

We found a decent number of this small woodpecker in central Chile. 
Chilean Flicker    Colaptes pitius 

Fairly common in central Chile.  We also found one at the southern end of its range in 
Torres del Paine. 

Andean Flicker    Colaptes rupicola 
Only seen in northern Chile, where it was common in Lauca. 

Magellanic Woodpecker   Campephilus magellanicus 
Surely one of the most magnificent birds on the planet!  We got very lucky with the 
species when we found it within minutes of first trying in Altos de Lircay.  We then saw 
another in Nahuelbuta, with both sightings being of the better looking female. 

OVENBIRDS: Furnariidae  
Common Miner    Geositta cunicularia 
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The nominate subspecies was very common on the Patagonian steppe, with a few also 
seen on Tierra del Fuego.  The much less common titcacae subspecies was seen once at 
Lauca. 

Short-billed Miner    Geositta Antarctica 
A Tierra del Fuego specialty, we saw a goodly number of individuals.  We even found one 
that had just been caught by an Aplomado Falcon and was still twitching! 

Grayish Miner    Geositta maritime 
This is just about the only species that lives in the moonscape habitats of the dry foothills 
above Arica.  It took us a bit of searching, but we eventually found on in a draw 
containing a few small bushes.  Later a few more were seen from the bus. 

Puna Miner     Geositta punensis 
Only found in northern Chile.  We saw a couple in Lauca. 

Rufous-banded Miner   Geositta rufipennis 
First seen at El Yeso, where we saw many.  A couple of individuals were also 
encountered in the Sierra Baguales. 

Band-tailed Earthcreeper   Eremobius phoenicurus 
Very local in Chile (and until recently considered an Argentine endemic), we got brief 
views of one at my stakeout near Monte Aymond, and then found a trio at a location away 
from the known range in the Sierra Baguales, where we got much better views. 

Straight-billed Earthcreeper  Ochetorhynchus ruficaudus 
Another north Chilean specialty, we found one in the Arroyo behind Putre. 

Crag Chilia (E)    Ochetorhynchus melanurus 
Looking (and acting) remarkably like a Canyon Wren, this Chilean endemic was found 
quite easily on the cliffs along the lower El Yeso road. 

Scale-throated Earthcreeper  Upucerthia dumetaria 
First seen at El Yeso, we also saw a few in southern Chile. 

White-throated Earthcreeper  Upucerthia albigula 
This very local species was seen spectacularly well in the arroyo behind Putre. 

Plain-breasted Earthcreeper  Upucerthia jelskii 
Our only one of the trip came from Lauca, where we called one in near Lago Chungara. 

Buff-winged Cinclodes   Cinclodes fuscus 
This is the southern representative of the former Bar-winged Cinclodes.  We found it to 
be quite common in Patagonia. 

Cream-winged Cinclodes   Cinclodes albiventris 
The central representative of the Bar-winged Cinclodes complex, we found quite a few in 
Lauca. 

White-winged Cinclodes   Cinclodes atacamensis 
Limited to northern Chile, we found a few in Lauca. 

Gray-flanked Cinclodes   Cinclodes oustaleti 
We found two of this species above El Yeso, one of the best places to see it.  Another was 
seen in Torres del Paine. 

Dark-bellied Cinclodes   Cinclodes patagonicus 
Sonia found the first of the tour while she was birding in Vina.  Later we saw some at the 
ferry landing to Chiloe and more at various waterfronts in Patagonia. 

(Chilean) Seaside Cinclodes (E)  Cinclodes nigrofumosus 
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This Chilean endemic was only seen at the waterfront in Viña del Mar, where we had 
excellent views of multiple individuals and observed a few flying into cavities in the sea 
walls, presumably to nest. 

Wren-like Rushbird    Phleocryptes melanops 
A rather well named species, we encountered quite a few at the Maipo River mouth and 
in Lampa.  At the Austral Rail marsh in Torres del Paine it was so common that the songs 
coming from the marsh sounded like static. 

Thorn-tailed Rayadito   Aphrastura spinicauda 
This charismatic little bird was first seen in La Campana, and then at various times 
throughout the trip in central and southern Chile. 

Plain-mantled Tit-Spinetail   Leptasthenura aegithaloides 
We found two different subspecies of this widespread, and somewhat variable bird.  First 
we found a few along the central coastal plain and in El Yeso (ssp. aegithaloides), and 
later in Torres del Paine ssp. pallida. 

Streaked Tit-Spinetail   Leptasthenura striata 
One was seen behind Putre, and then a few more in the polylepis grove. 

Des Murs's Wiretail    Sylviorthorhynchus desmursii 
This superb little bird was seen spectacularly well in Nahuelbuted, garnering a number 
of votes for bird of the trip. 

Canyon Canastero    Asthenes pudibunda 
A very local bird in Chile (and nearly a Peruvian endemic), we found a few in Putre. 

Cordilleran Canastero   Asthenes modesta 
First found above El Yeso, more were seen at Lauca. 

Austral Canastero    Asthenes anthoides 
Once thought to be quite a rare species, it is now known to be locally common in the 
right habitat.  Our first was seen along the waterfront at Porvenir.  Later we found some 
very cooperative birds along the edges of the Austral Rail marsh in Torres del Paine. 

Sharp-billed Canastero   Asthenes pyrrholeuca 
Seen very well on the road to El Yeso. 

Dusky-tailed Canastero (E)   Asthenes humicola 
This Chilean endemic (or near-endemic, depending on who you ask) was easy to find at 
La Campana. 

Creamy-br. (Dark-winged) Canastero Asthenes dorbignyi arequipae 
Common around Putre.  There is absolutely no way this taxon is really part of Creamy-
breasted Canastero! 

White-throated Treerunner   Pygarrhichas albogularis 
This nuthatch impressionist was delightfully common at Altos de Lircay.  We also saw a 
few at Nahuelbuta. 

TAPACULOS: Rhinocryptidae  
Chestnut-throated Huet-huet  Pteroptochos castaneus 

For those used to the Tapaculos of the central and northern Andes, Chile is a refreshing 
change from the normal.  Not the least of the country’s many spectacular and gigantic 
species is this local bird, which we saw quite well near Lago Colbun and then briefly at 
Altos de Lircay. 

Black-throated Huet-huet   Pteroptochos tarnii 
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The southern replacement of the above gave us some more trouble.  We heard them all 
over the place on the entrance road into Nahuelbuta, but it took quite a bit of work to get 
a look at one. 

Moustached Turca (E)   Pteroptochos megapodius 
Somewhat more accommodating was this “Huet-Huet”, which we first saw in the scope 
at La Campana, and then running across the road at El Yeso. 

White-throated Tapaculo (E)  Scelorchilus albicollis 
Often the hardest of Chile’s tapaculos to get a look at, we got lucky this year, with a 
cooperative individual not long after we arrived at La Campana allowing us decent 
scope views.  Some more calling to another individual gave us some additional looks, 
though they weren’t as good. 

Chucao Tapaculo    Scelorchilus rubecula 
Probably the best sounding of all of Chile’s tapaculos, and also one of the easier ones to 
see.  We had one bird run across a trail a couple of times, allowing for superb views, 
while a couple of others were more skulky and allowed only brief looks. 

Ochre-flanked Tapaculo   Eugralla paradoxa 
We heard a couple of birds as soon as we got out of the car on the road to Nahuelbuta, 
but it took a bit of finessing to get one into the open.  After we did, though, it sat there for 
a goodly length of time, allowing us some amazing looks. 

Magellanic Tapaculo    Scytalopus magellanicus 
It’s not often that you just stumble onto tapaculos in the open without hearing them first 
and calling them in.  But that’s just what happened with both of our views of this species.  
First was a bird along a stream at Altos de Lircay, with another seen in a bamboo patch 
at Nahuelbuta.  Both individuals had well developed white crown patches. 

Dusky Tapaculo (E)    Scytalopus fuscus 
It took a little bit of work, but eventually we had unbelievable views of this local species 
at Lago Colbun.  Many more were heard in the same area. 

FLYCATCHERS: Tyrannidae  
"Chilean" White-crested Elaenia  Elaenia albiceps chilensis 

One of the most common birds at some of the sites we visited, especially La Campana 
National Park and Altos de Lircay.  This form is quite different from others of the White-
crested Elaenia complex, both by voice and by its highly migratory habits, and likely 
deserves full species status. 

"Peruvian" White-crested Elaenia  Elaenia albiceps modesta 
Common in the Chaca and Azapa Valleys in northern Chile.  Like the above, this form is 
very distinct from other White-crested Elaenia (perhaps more so than any other 
subspecies), and likely deserves full species status. 

Yellow-billed Tit-Tyrant   Anairetes flavirostris 
We had a pair in the arroyo behind Putre, the only ones of the trip. 

Tufted Tit-Tyrant    Anairetes parulus 
Common in central Chile, but not seen elsewhere. 

Many-colored Rush Tyrant   Tachuris rubrigastra 
A contender for the best looking flycatcher in the world, we had stunning views at the 
Maipo River mouth, and then even better looks at the Lampa Marshes. 

Vermilion Flycatcher   Pyrocephalus rubinus 
This little fiery gem was common in the Chaca and Azapa valleys. 
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Austral Negrito    Lessonia rufa 
First seen at the Maipo River mouth, this species became progressively more common the 
further south we went, and was downright abundant on Tierra del Fuego. 

Andean Negrito    Lessonia oreas 
The northern replacement of the previous species, we encountered quite a few at Lauca. 

Spectacled Tyrant    Hymenops perspicillatus 
This rather unique flycatcher was refreshingly common at the Maipo River mouth.  We 
also found a few males near Lago Colbun. 

Spot-billed Ground-Tyrant   Muscisaxicola maculirostris 
Common along the lower parts of the El Yeso road in drier and scrubbier habitat than 
the other Ground-Tyrants in the area. 

Puna Ground-Tyrant   Muscisaxicola juninensis 
Only found in northern Chile, where we saw many in Lauca. 

Cinereous Ground-Tyrant   Muscisaxicola cinereus 
The southern replacement of the above species, we found many around El Yeso. 

White-fronted Ground-Tyrant  Muscisaxicola albifrons 
The giant of the clan, we found quite a few in bofedal bogs at Lauca. 

Ochre-naped Ground-Tyrant  Muscisaxicola flavinucha 
Also quite common at El Yeso, we saw many while searching for DSP.  Another was seen 
in a bofedal bog in Lauca. 

Rufous-naped Ground-Tyrant  Muscisaxicola rufivertex 
The only one we found the entire trip was at El Yeso. 

Dark-faced Ground-Tyrant   Muscisaxicola maclovianus 
This species can be tough to see without getting above treeline in southern Chile.  The 
only one of the tour was seen by Bob in the Sierra Baguales, but flew off before others 
could see it. 

White-browed Ground-Tyrant  Muscisaxicola albilora 
Probably the most common ground-tyrant at El Yeso, we saw many in a variety of 
habitats here. 

Cinnamon-bellied Ground-Tyrant  Muscisaxicola capistratus 
The most distinctive of all the ground-tyrants, this species was quite common in the 
Sierra Baguales, but not seen elsewhere. 

Black-fronted Ground-Tyrant  Muscisaxicola frontalis 
We saw five or so of this local species around El Yeso. 

Black-billed Shrike-Tyrant   Agriornis montanus 
The only one of the tour was found while searching for DSPs at El Yeso. 

White-tailed Shrike-Tyrant   Agriornis albicauda 
One of our best finds was a single individual of this giant flycatcher at Lauca, an 
excellent spot by Joe. 

Fire-eyed Diucon    Xolmis pyrope 
Common in central and southern Chile. 

Chocolate-vented Tyrant   Neoxolmis rufiventris 
A strong contender with Many-colored Rush-Tyrant for best flycatcher in the world.  We 
saw two individuals, both on Tierra del Fuego, one of which gave us excellent, walk away 
(while, drive away) views. 

d'Orbigny's Chat-Tyrant   Ochthoeca oenanthoides 
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This polylepis specialist is quite local in Chile; we found a pair in the polylepis grove we 
visited. 

White-browed Chat-Tyrant   Ochthoeca leucophrys 
A pair in Putre were the only ones of the tour. 

Patagonian Tyrant    Colorhamphus parvirostris 
This diminutive and distinct species was first seen at Altos de Lircay, where we had 
spectacular looks at a bird singing at point-blank range, and then again at Nahuelbuta. 

COTINGAS: Cotingidae  
Rufous-tailed Plantcutter   Phytotoma rara 

Chile’s sole cotinga is a cool looking one, and we had a number of excellent sightings, 
from central Chile south to Torres del Paine. 

SWALLOWS: Hirundinidae  
Blue-and-white Swallow   Pygochelidon cyanoleuca 
Andean Swallow    Orochelidon andecola 

A northern specialty in Chile, we had a good number of them in Lauca. 
Peruvian Martin    Progne murphyi 

A single female of this very local and poorly-known species was seen well by a few in the 
desert oasis valleys near Arica. 

Chilean Swallow    Tachycineta meyeni 
The common swallow in Chile, we saw many in the central and southern parts of the 
country. 

Barn Swallow     Hirundo rustica 
Cliff Swallow     Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 

A few were seen in a flock with Chimney Swifts in the Chaca Valley. 
WRENS: Troglodytidae  
"Southern" House Wren   Troglodytes aedon 

Abundant and commonly seen throughout the country. 
Sedge (Grass) Wren    Cistothorus platensis 

We only encountered a few of this widespread species, the first at the Maipo River mouth 
and later at the Austral Rail marsh in Torres del Paine, where we had excellent views. 

THRUSHES: Turdidae  
Austral Thrush    Turdus falcklandii 

The American Robin of the south!  Abundant in central and southern Chile. 
Chiguanco Thrush    Turdus chiguanco 

Local in Chile, the only ones we found were in Putre. 
MOCKINGBIRDS: Mimidae  
Chilean Mockingbird (E)   Mimus thenca 

The most common of the Chilean endemics was seen frequently in central Chile. 
Patagonian Mockingbird   Mimus patagonicus 

Quite local in Chile, we found one on the way to the Sierra Baguales. 
PIPITS: Motacillidae  
Hellmayr's Pipit    Anthus hellmayri 

A very poorly known species in Chile, in recent years a small population has been 
discovered in IX Region.  We found one on the entrance road to Nahuelbuta, where we 
got spectacular views as it flew in silent flight displays over an agricultural field and 
landed in the open. 
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Correndera Pipit    Anthus correndera 
Common in central and especially southern Chile. 

TANAGERS AND ALLIES: Thraupidae  
Blue-and-yellow Tanager   Thraupis bonariensis 

The only ones seen were in the  Arroyo behind Putre. 
Cinereous Conebill    Conirostrum cinereum 

Quite as common species further north, in Chile it has a limited range and we only found 
it around Arica and Putre. 

Tamarugo Conebill    Conirostrum tamarugense 
A true northern Chile specialist, this species only breeds in a few oasis valleys and in the 
Tamarugo forest near Iquique.  We got quite lucky with it this year, finding one within a 
few minutes of arriving in the Chaca Valley.  A few others were found not long after. 

SPARROWS AND ALLIES: Emberizidae  
Rufous-collared Sparrow   Zonotrichia capensis 
Black-hooded Sierra-Finch   Phrygilus atriceps 

Probably the handsomest of the Sierra-Finches, we found quite a few around Putre, as 
well as a couple in Lauca and at the polylepis grove. 

Gray-hooded Sierra-Finch   Phrygilus gayi 
Our first were seen in and around La Campana, and it was then commonly encountered 
in more open areas as we worked our way south. 

Patagonian Sierra-Finch   Phrygilus patagonicus 
We first saw this species at the Altos de Lircay, and then again at Nahuelbuta.  A few 
were also seen in Patagonia in well forested areas. 

Mourning Sierra-Finch   Phrygilus fruticeti 
Common at El Yeso and downright abundant around Putre. 

Plumbeous Sierra-Finch   Phrygilus unicolor 
Commonly send at El Yeso, the Sierra Baguales, and in Lauca. 

White-throated Sierra-Finch  Phrygilus erythronotus 
A local species that looks very similar to White-winged Diuca-Finch, we found a number 
of pairs at Lauca, including some that allowed excellent looks at close range. 

Ash-breasted Sierra-Finch   Phrygilus plebejus 
A good number were seen at El Yeso, and then more were seen in northern Chile. 

Band-tailed Sierra-Finch   Phrygilus alaudinus 
The only ones of the trip were along the shores of Lago Colbun. 

White-winged Diuca-Finch   Diuca speculifera 
This high-elevation finch was seen very well in Lauca, including in close proximity with 
White-throated Sierra-Finches, allowing an excellent comparison. 

Common Diuca-Finch   Diuca diuca 
Common in central Chile. 

White-bridled Finch    Melanodera melanodera 
One of the highlights of the trip (and receiving a votes to this effect) was this stunner 
along the Pali Aike entrance road.  The first one we found flew in practically to our feed 
and proceeded to scamper around at exceptionally close range.  Later we saw a few more 
males and even had excellent views of a female on the way out. 

Yellow-bridled Finch   Melanodera xanthogramma 
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Generating some debate as to which was the better looking Melanodera, we were lucky to 
find a single male in the Sierra Baguales.  It proceeded to feed on seeding dandelions 
right at our feet before being swiped at by an Aplomado Falcon, which thankfully missed. 

Slender-billed Finch    Xenospingus concolor 
A species with a limited range, both world-wide and in Chile, we saw them commonly in 
the Chaca Valley south of Arica, and then again around the Lluta River mouth. 

Bright-rumped Yellow-Finch  Sicalis uropygialis 
Somewhat surprisingly, only one was seen in Lauca, and not by everyone. 

Greater Yellow-Finch   Sicalis auriventris 
The giant of the Yellow-Finch clan was commonly seen at El Yeso, and then again in the 
Sierra Baguales. 

Greenish Yellow-Finch   Sicalis olivascens 
Common around Putre but not seen elsewhere on the tour. 

Patagonian Yellow-Finch   Sicalis lebruni 
This species proved a bit difficult, but eventually everyone got a look not far north of the 
King Penguin colony south of Porvenir. 

Grassland Yellow-Finch   Sicalis luteola 
Common in central Chile.  The subspecies here may well be a separate species from 
Grassland Yellow-Finches elsewhere. 

Band-tailed Seedeater   Catamenia analis 
One seen and more heard in Putre were the only ones of the trip. 

ORIOLES, BLACKBIRDS, & MEADOWLARKS: Icteridae  
Austral Blackbird    Curaeus curaeus 

Commonly encountered from Santiago southwards, though much less common in 
Patagonia. 

Yellow-winged Blackbird   Agelasticus thilius 
First seen in the marshes at the Maipo River mouth, more were also seen at the Lampa 
Marshes and in Torres del Paine. 

Shiny Cowbird    Molothrus bonariensis 
A few were seen in central Chile. 

Peruvian Meadowlark   Sturnella bellicose 
The northern replacement of the species below, we saw a few in the Lluta Valley. 

Long-tailed Meadowlark   Sturnella loyca 
Common to abundant in central and southern Chile, seen nearly every day of the main 
tour. 

FINCHES: Fringillidae  
Thick-billed Siskin    Carduelis crassirostris 

Brief views were had of a few at the Polylepis grove on the last day of the tour. 
Hooded Siskin    Carduelis magellanica 

Fairly common in northern Chile. 
Black Siskin     Carduelis atrata 

This dapper species was seen a few times at Lauca, but alas never well and not by 
everyone. 

Yellow-rumped Siskin   Carduelis uropygialis 
One was seen beautifully early in the morning at El Yeso, and then a few saw a large 
flock later in the day on the way back down. 
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Black-chinned Siskin   Carduelis barbata 
THE common siskin of the trip, with many seen from central Chile south in a variety of 
habitat and locations. 

WEAVER FINCHES: Passeridae  
House Sparrow (I)    Passer domesticus 


