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A Tropical Birding CUSTOM tour 

SRI LANKA: Ceylon Sojourn 
 

24thJanuary -  6th February 2015 

Tour Leaders: Sam Woods & Chaminda Dilruk 

 
SRI LANKA BLUE MAGPIE is ALWAYS one of the most popular birds on this tour; and in recent years, 

like on this tour, they have proved both easy and photogenic during visits to Sinharaja! 

All photos in this report were taken by Sam Woods. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This tour was a custom tour, set up for six like-minded birders from the States, who were 
keen on tracking down all of the endemic species on this wonderful island. In many other 
places, where there are also plentiful endemics to be found, it is tough to track down many of 
them. However, in Sri Lanka, a trip of this length stands a great chance of seeing each and 
every one, especially with the help of our 
skilled local guide, Chaminda. Both 
Chaminda and Sam were bang up to date 
with the latest stakeouts for many of these, 
having done the exact same circuit 
immediately before this tour. This meant that 
we could sometimes go straight to where we 
had found them recently, and mop them up, 
(this worked well with birds like Chestnut-
backed Owlet, Sri Lanka Woodshrike, White-
faced Starling, and Sri Lanka (Ceylon) Scaly 
Thrush). However, nature always comes 
with an element of the unpredictable, which 
makes finding birds both exciting and 
frustrating all at the same time! Thus, on this 
tour the regular roost spot for Serendib 
Scops-Owl at Kitulgala was vacant for 2 of 
our days there (although, to much relief all 
round was occupied again on our final 
morning on site), sending us into an initial 
panic about this must see, recently 
described, endemic species; AND rain also 
dogged our time at Sinharaja, where, on the 
tour immediately before, barely a drop was 
felt. This made the birding there much more 
challenging than the previous tour, with 
extra time required inside the main park to pick up all of the endemic targets (but Ashy-
headed Laughingthrush giving us a major scare, before Chaminda finally found a group of 
them near the very end of our stay), and also meant that we had a fair amount of extra 
leeches to deal with while doing so too! But, in the end, we left with the full set of target 
endemics, all the same. By the tour end we had managed to find all of the 32 endemic 
species currently recognized under the Clements/Cornell taxonomy, and plenty more Sri 
Lankan endemic subspecies besides, which the group were keen to see, as a safeguard, 
should they become full species in their own right, in time. At the end of it all, we recorded 
258 species of birds, and 21 mammal species too, along with plentiful butterflies, and the odd 
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frog too, proving, once again, what an extraordinarily good destination Sri Lanka is, not only 
for the endemic-chasing birder, but also for those with an all round interest in wider natural 
history. Some of the non-avian highlights included a long time spent with a Leopard in Yala, 
which must rank as the most reliable site for this cat in the World (where else can you 
virtually guarantee a sighting during just a single day there?), Purple-faced Leaf-Monkeys, 
and the strange Rhino-horn Lizard in the hill country.  

 

Among the top birds seen on the tour were the very tame Sri Lanka Blue Magpies in 
Sinharaja, the infamous Serendib Scops-Owl in Kitulgala, a remarkable encounter with a 
covey of the oft-difficult Sri Lanka Spurfowl at Sinharaja, several bright Indian Pittas during 
the tour, for which this must be the ultimate for the species; an excellent adult male Pied 
Thrush in the well-manicured surrounds of Victoria Park, a smashing showing from a pair of 
dapper White-naped Woodpeckers tank-side at Tissa, an excellent, puffed-up, and angry 
looking Jungle Owlet in the same area too, two sightings of the strange Sri Lanka Frogmouth, 
with both showings coming of a pair during daylight and a very close singleton at night. 
Among the other birding highlights were a low fly by from a Legge’s Hawk-Eagle, a classy 
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showing from the tricky Sri Lanka Whistling-Thrush, a surprise sighting of a vagrant Eye-
browed Thrush with the regular wintering Pied Thrushes in Nuwara Eliya, two beautiful male 
Kashmir Flycatchers wintering close to the equally attractive Pied Thrushes in Victoria Park. 
At the end of it all, we needed to whittle of our 258 species to just five for the top birds of the 
trip list. This proved hard, so hard in fact that we had to settle for SIX instead!  

1 Serendib Scops-Owl  Kitulgala 
2 Sri Lanka Spurfowl  Sinharaja 
3 White-naped Woodpecker Tissa 
4 Jungle Owlet    Tissa 

Chestnut-backed Owlet  Kitulgala 
Sri Lanka Blue Magpie  Sinharaja 

Sam started guiding 
this tour only this 
year, and the 
destination has 
quickly been slotted 
into his favorite 
places to guide in 
the world; the 
combination of 
fantastic local food, 
interesting 
accommodations, 
excellent birding, 
which usually yields 
most of the main 
target species, and 
a rich culture dating 
back thousands of 
years, makes Sri 
Lanka a genuine top 
end birding 
destination for both 
the experienced 
birder, and those who may be looking for their first foray into Asia. Sri Lanka 
feels like it has it all, and offers something to every type of birder. 
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Day 1 

Colombo to Kitulgala 

While there were few actual potential lifers offered by some optional birding close to our 
Colombo airport hotel, some of the group opted for it all the same, in spite of their late night 
arrival, the evening before. While Sri Lanka is very different from neighboring India, one of 
the undoubted high points of the country, like that one too, is that anywhere where there is 
any kind of bird habitat, there are birds aplenty. We visited a marshy area close to our hotel 
and were bombarded with species, kick starting our trip list in style, with a triumvirate of 3 
cool bittern species: Yellow, Black and Cinnamon Bitterns all seen there, during just 
over an hour on site. Four munia species also featured (Tricolored, Black-throated, 
Scaly-breasted, and White-rumped Munias; all species which were to feature again 
too). The area also 
brought us one of our 
only sightings of Asian 
Koel and Ashy 
Woodswallow, as well 
as a Pied Cuckoo 
(which did provide a 
lifer for some after all), 
and Blue-tailed Bee-
eaters, 3 species of 
Kingfisher (Stork-
billed, Pied, and the 
ubiquitous White-
throated Kingfisher, 
photo right). It also 
yielded the first 
endemic species of the 
tour, with a party of Sri 
Lanka Swallows 
hawking for insects on 
the wing, and resting on 
the overhead wires. We 
also acquainted ourselves with many species which were to be encountered time and again 
throughout our next two weeks: Common Myna, Spotted Dove, Indian Pond-Heron, 
Red-vented Bulbul, Rose-ringed Parakeet, Brown-headed Barbet, Black-hooded 
Oriole, Large-billed Crow, and Greater Coucal. With this more than fair haul to show 
for this impromptu visit, we returned to the hotel for hearty breakfast and our first Ceylon 
Tea, before we hot the road east for Kitulgala, our first major destination of the tour… 
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By lunchtime we arrived at our hotel in Kitulgala, with its oddly located car museum with 
Rolls Royces and the like, and movie posters betraying the location as that which the film 
Bridge on the River Kwai was filmed. After taking in the first of many very tasty meals on the 
trip-this is a good trip for a foodie-we were soon out in the field again. While there was some 
rest time for some, during the intense and humid heat of the day, others could not resist 
birding the edge of the river at the back of our hotel, and were rewarded with another 
endemic species, the black-and-yellow Black-capped Bulbul, as well as Indian Swiftlet, 
and Black Eagle (one of 7 raptors logged for the day). We started off nearby, beside a small 
plantation, before moving on up into the rubber plantation covered hills. While plantations 
may not sound great places for birds, they can be excellent for seeing some of the 
widespread endemic species, as the open nature of the habitat, allows them to be seen far 
more easily here than in 
the denser forest areas, 
where some of them also 
occur. Our first target 
was a potential 
“toughie”, Chestnut-
backed Owlet, 
although it did not turn 
out that way at all. We 
arrived at the small 
plantation site where 
Sam and Chaminda had 
seen one a few weeks 
before and alerted 
everyone to keep a 
sharp eye out for them, 
only for sharp-eyed 
Chaminda to announce 
that he had one, 
seemingly before many 
had even had to time to 
raise their binoculars 
and begin their own search! Chaminda’s eye for the owls in particular was quickly laid out for 
all to see, as it would be a number of times before the tour end. Before we arrived at the owl 
itself we had also managed to add a party of Orange-billed (Ceylon Rufous) Babblers 
to the list, another of the more than 30 endemic species available to us on the tour. As we left 
the owl, we were soon eyeballing another handsome endemic, the tiny Sri Lanka Hanging-
Parrot, which had chose to land near our bus. 
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Moving on up into the hills, our focus was on barbets and parrots in particular, as the area is 
rich in them. It did not take us long to find both of Sri Lanka’s endemic barbets, with several 
of both Yellow-fronted Barbet and Crimson-fronted (Ceylon Small) Barbet found in 
the area with little fuss. Passing flocks also held Small Minivets and a Black-headed 
Cuckooshrike appeared to be nest building in the area too. After finding a calling Jungle 
Prinia, our eyes became focused in particular on the treetops, as our lofty position on the 
hilltop gave us a good view of the surrounding woods, which led us to be able to ‘scope up a 
beautiful male Plum-headed Parakeet, several Southern (Lesser) Hill  Mynas, and a 
small group of Sri Lanka Green Pigeons, (photo, page before). Some low-perched 
Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters pleased Ken and Sam in particular, who quickly 
brandished their cameras for the moment, (photo below)! It had been a varied day, with 
wetland and woodland birds yielding a good trip list for the first day of the tour; though our 
focus was to turn to the rainforests the next day, where some of Sri Lanka’s most prized 
endemic species are to be found… 
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Day 2 

Kitulgala (Makandawa Rain Forest) 

We spent much of the day on the other side of the river this time, in the dense rainforest of 
Makandawa. Getting to the other side can be a lot of fun though, and progress can be made 
difficult, due to the high level of bird activity in the secondary forest before reaching the boat 
dock. And so it proved on this day, as we paused time and again for many species, perched 
out for our viewing pleasure: a Common Emerald Dove casually wandered into someone’s 
open yard below us; Yellow-fronted Barbets called from open perches in the trees 
alongside the gardens in the area; Black-rumped Flamebacks flew into the side of a large 
trunk for us to ‘scope at our leisure; a Lesser Yellownape, another gaudy woodpecker, did 

the same; Alexandrine Parakeets 
passed regularly overhead, calling 
noisily as they did so, with some 
alighting in the near trees too; Sri 
Lanka Hanging-Parrots were seen 
again, and again seen well perched up, 
when they are hard to walk away from! 
A pair of Common Ioras foraged in the 
trees and offered this exclusively Asian 
family to all; Green Imperial Pigeons 
regularly dotted the skies as they flew 
from one fruiting area to another, but 
also alighted in view; and a stunning 
Golden-fronted Leafbird fed in full 
view of us and a trained ‘scope, 
bringing another exclusively Asian bird 
family into play (along with the 
aforementioned Ioras). This “edge 
habitat” is always good for nectar 
feeders too, with garden glowers 
providing ample food for them to forage 
within; we saw the endemic White-
throated (Legge’s) Flowerpecker, 
in addition to Pale-billed 

Flowerpecker, and a brace of stunning sunbirds, which were to feature a number of times 
on the trip (Purple-rumped and Long-billed or Loten’s Sunbirds). For those who were 
absent for our “unofficial” lunchtime birding the day before, we also picked up another of the 
endemic Black-capped Bulbuls to satisfy them too. The local gardens also provided us 
with stellar looks at the handsome red, white, and blue Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher. Before 
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we entered the rainforest was also a good time to see the White-bellied Drongo, which 
prefers the edges, to the inside of the rainforest. 

Our main reason for visiting this site was to try and rack up some of the interior forest 
species, some of which are endemic to Sri Lanka. Highest priority was tracking down a 
sleeping Serendib Scops-Owl, for which the site is famed, and would offer our best chance 
for the species. On the last tour this had been a walk in the park; Chaminda wandered into 
the forest, checked a few of his regular spots, and an hour later we were all enjoying this tiny 
ginger owl in broad daylight. But, this tour proved time and again, that in spite of up-to-the-
minute recent knowledge of the area, through Sam and Chaminda’s recent activities, Mother 
Nature can be both unpredictable and cruel! On this day, while we birded nearby, Chaminda 
combed every nook and cranny that he knew for the owl, but in spite of his Herculean efforts 
the owl could not be found. The rainforest, was indeed, rather disappointingly quiet, with 
only some getting to grips with an elusive male Malabar Trogon, which showed just briefly; 
however, we did all get good looks at another endemic species, the Sri Lanka Drongo, a 
true interior forest bird, unlike the White-bellied Drongo. We also found a small group of 
Orange Minivets too, as well as two of the three species of regular leaf-warbler in Sri 
Lanka, in the form of (Bright) Green Warbler and Large-billed Leaf-Warbler. The find 
of the morning went to Jannie, who picked out the well-camouflaged Chestnut-backed 
Owlet (photo, page before), sitting quietly in the canopy with remarkable skill; it took an age 
for the rest of us to find the bird, much to my personal embarrassment! While walking the 

forest trails, and 
working the 
forest edge we 
did also see other 
forest inhabitants 
like the vivid 
Green Forest 
Lizard, and the 
endemic Sri 

Lankan 
Kangaroo 

Lizard. Having 
left the forest 
atypically empty-
handed, as 
regards to the 
Serendib Scops-
Owl, we decided 
to return that 
evening and try at 
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night. Unfortunately, this too was unsuccessful, with both Brown Boobook and Serendib 
Scops-Owl heard, but unseen, in spite of much effort put into this. We did see a rather 
handsome (and endemic) Common Wood Frog on the way back across the river, but this 
was not ample compensation for our considerable efforts (photo, page before)!…Our plan 
for the next day was now crystal clear. 

Day 3 

Kitulgala  

(Village & Makandawa Rain Forest)  
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We changed tack on this day; while Chaminda went off back into the Makandawa Rain Forest 
to search for the owl, the rest of us went birding in the village of Kitulgala, where the open 
forest, secondary growth and gardens, are great for a number of species we had not seen. 
The forest really only offered a few extra species for us, albeit one of the main targets for the 
group for the trip, in the form of the Serendib Scops-Owl! So our plan was that if Chaminda 
found the bird at one of his regular roost sites he would call us and we could rush over to see 
it, safe in the knowledge it would likely be there all day. 

 

We walked straight out of the hotel, crossed over a long swing bridge, dodging the school 
children coming the other way, and headed straight to where we hoped we would find our 
main target species for the morning: Green-billed Coucal, a scarce and elusive endemic, 
which is best looked for around the village, where Dwarf Bamboo grows; something they are 
partial to. After some time, the bird came in silently, showing well, though briefly to some, but 
not all, of the group, so we vowed to try again later for this bird on the tour. While birding the 
wooded areas and gardens of the village, and trying, unsuccessfully to avoid the noisy 
“bread tuk-tuk”, which was in the process of delivering the daily bread to local villagers; we 
managed to find further Orange-billed Babblers, (photo above), a confiding pair of Dark-
fronted Babblers, in addition to many of the more widespread Yellow-billed Babblers 
too, along with a pair of Sri Lanka Gray Hornbills, Greenish Warbler, and the common 
Common Tailorbird. However, we were really after something else; something else so 
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bright and jewel-like that the old folk name for the family was “jewel-thrush”. In a country like 
Sri Lanka, so famed for its sapphires, and other precious stones, it seemed somehow 
appropriate to be looking for a bird that is frequently compared to such treasured jewels. 
However, my initial stakeout from the previous tour seemed to have been recently vacated, 
and so we widened our search, and finally a bold reply from a close Indian Pitta was heard 
in a local garden, and soon after we were watching this red, bright green and yellow bird 
hopping around the local garbage! It was not necessarily the setting we were hoping for, but 
it was a smashing view of an astonishingly bright and seductive bird all the same (photo, 
page 10)! While watching the pitta, at great length, and at every possible angle, we heard the 
soft melodic song of the endemic Spot-winged Thrush, and just moments later were 
watching and photographing that species too. The same rich spot also produced a further 
endemic, in the form of a small party of confiding Brown-capped Babblers.  

In the afternoon, we boarded the now familiar small ferry for the 5-minute crossing over the  
river to the rainforest. As we walked through the village on the far side of the river in order to 
reach the nearby rainforest, we found our first Forest Wagtail of the trip, and also noticed 
a Banded Bay Cuckoo perched high in the canopy close by. The rain forest was again 
slow and frustrating in many ways; with only some of us got some glimpses of Sri Lanka 
Spurfowl, which only served to make us lust for more; and, after dark, the owl proving 
elusive once again. Finally, Sam found a calling Serendib Scops-Owl perched at the very 
top of a tall rainforest 
tree, but the bird was 
facing away, and flew 
before anyone got the 
killer ‘scope look we all 
craved. It was a solemn 
walk back to the ferry, 
after another Herculean 
effort to see the star 
bird of Sri Lanka, but we 
still had one more 
morning to try at 
Kitulgala….On the 
return leg on the ferry a 
plan was hatched for 
some of the group to 
return with Chaminda 
pre-dawn, and search 
for the Serendib Scops, 
both pre-dawn, and 
then at roost sites, post 
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dawn; while Faye would join Sam in attempting better views of the Green-billed Coucal. If the 
“early” group found the owl post-dawn, the people who had opted out of that activity could 
then rush over there and score it quickly before we departed for Sinharaja… 

Day 4 

Kitulgala to Sinharaja 

While some of the group set off with Chaminda 
under cover of darkness, Faye and I enjoyed a 
relative lie in, leaving the hotel on foot at dawn, 
crossing over the scenic Kelani River, and 
walking to a patch of dense undergrowth within 
the village of Kitulgala, where we hoped to find 
the Green-billed Coucal, (photo, page before). 
A day before the bird had been uncooperative, 
but birds are temperamental creatures, and so 
we hoped for a different result this time. Our 
initial overtures were not answered, neither sight 
nor sound of a coucal to be had at all, and things 
were looking bleak. However, we shifted position, 
and then suddenly there it was showing off its 
pale green bill to us, to perfection; a perfect view 
of the bird! After a few days struggling to find 
many of the key birds in the area, it felt like the 
wind had shifted, and a dark curtain had been 
raised; was our luck about to change for the 
better? While birding the village, Faye and Sam 

saw many of the common birds, which by now had become familiar to us; Square-tailed 
Bulbul, Indian Swiftlet, Black-rumped Flameback, and Orange Minivet among them. 
We also enjoyed further looks at Sri Lanka’s national animal, the incredible, and suitably 
large, Grizzled Giant Squirrel.  

We then received the news we were gagging for; the early crowd with Chaminda had found 
“The Owl”, which was snoozing at a day roost, just waiting for us to arrive. Although Faye 
and Jannie (who had also opted out of the very early option) were chomping at the bit to get 
out there; we took a breakfast first, confident the bird would be there all day, saving a 
miraculous twist of fate. We may just have ate breakfast faster than usual that day, and we 
were soon boarding the bus and heading to the now familiar dock to get over to the rain 
forest on the other side. Once we reached Makandawa we followed Chaminda to his spot, 
stopping for our first male Sri Lanka Junglefowl as we did so, en-route. 
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Finding the spot was a feat in 
itself, as we walked well off trail, 
and up and down slopes to 
reach the area, where this tiny 
owl had decided to sleep for the 
day. Chaminda worked the 
situation well though, keeping 
every back, and safe from 
disturbing the bird, while he set 
up the ‘scope and led us in one 
by one, to a spot where an owl 
was impersonating a dead leaf 
to perfection, blending in near-
perfectly with its well chosen 
surroundings. It was the perfect 
end to our stay at Kitulgala…We 
left with smiles on our faces, 
fantastic close-ups of 
Serendib Scops-Owl under 
our belt (photo, page 13), and 
were now ready to move on to 
another area of rain forest, 
Sinharaja, which was to offer us 
yet more of those prizes 
endemic birds, and plenty of 
other animals besides too. We 
had barely left the hotel in 

Kitulgala behind, when we forced to stop the bus for a low flying Rufous-bellied Eagle 
cruising overhead, a stop that also led us to our first Toque Macaques of the trip, a 
monkey species, which is endemic to the country. 

We had barely any time for birding in Sinharaja after our late afternoon arrival, but did head 
out at night, hoping to track down the rare Sri Lanka Bay Owl. That bird was not even heard, 
let alone seen, but we did find a marvelous Sri Lanka Frogmouth, which just sat there in 
the spotlight, while we lapped up every single detail of this odd bird (photo above)! 
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Day 5 

Sinharaja Forest Reserve 

Sinharaja is the jewel in Sri Lanka’s 
crown; a superb area of rain forest, 
with a wide open track allowing easy 
access to the forest, which is loaded 
with birds and other animals. While 
Kitulgala also has rich rain forest, it 
either lacks completely a number of 
the species found at Sinharaja, or they 
are simply much easier to find at 
Sinharaja. In order to access the forest 
we needed to take a jeep ride up a very 
bumpy track to the park. Our first stop 
was an area where early in the day, the 
scarce endemic White-faced Starling, 
can often be found. However, it is still 
missable and so we got down from the 
jeeps with some trepidation. Ultimately 
though, the bird proved easy; within 
minutes we could hear their sharp 
calls, and seconds later had located a 
single bird perched in full view. It was a 
good start to a really enjoyable day. As 
we entered the main trail through the 
park, we were shown a beautiful Sri 
Lankan Green Pit Viper dozing 
harmlessly in a tree by the park center, 
showing how rich the area is for many 
types of animals. Working our way up 
the track, we later found our first of 

several Red-faced Malkohas, a strange and colorful cuckoo species, which ranks as one 
of the most wanted of all the endemic birds. On the way up to the main center where we were 
to search for many of the species, we stopped in on a pair of sleeping Sri Lanka 
Frogmouths to add to our night sighting the evening before. We also observed several 
Spot-winged Thrushes feeding on the track, both on the way in and out. At the first sign of 
a flock, which would offer up some of our other endemic targets, we scoured the group for 
our desired species, and quickly found a few Sri Lanka Scimitar-Babblers, a regular 
flock follower within Sinharaja. Orange-billed (Ceylon Rufous) Babblers also formed a 
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good proportion of the flock birds present. Arriving at one of the research centers in the 
area, we then waited for the arrival of one of Sri Lanka’s top birds, which duly arrived, and 
were photographed at length: Sri Lanka Blue Magpie, (photo above), which hangs around 
this clearing, along with several very tame Sri Lanka Junglefowls, something no one was 
complaining about. However, while we had dribs and drabs of flock birds, within several 
small feeding flocks found, we never had a true big flock, which would hold all and sundry of 
what we needed. And therefore, we left the area that day, without a sniff of an Ashy-headed 
Laughingthrush, and therefore decided to come back for that local endemic species the next 
day. Chaminda and Sam spent some time trying to track down the rare Sri Lanka 
(Ceylon/Scaly) Thrush, and while Chaminda managed to track a pair down, they disappeared 
in to ether before the rest of us could come and see them. With the day drawing on and lunch 
becoming ever later, we opted to leave and try for those glaring targets on the following day. 
Late in the afternoon, we birded near our wonderful lodge, the Blue Magpie Lodge, where we 
saw Indian Pitta, and Brown Shrike, among others. Another night session for Sri Lanka 
Bay Owl typically came up short, but we had to try anyway!!! 
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Day 6 

Sinharaja 

 

This was something of a red letter day for the tour; while we had racked up most of the key 
species at Sinharaja, a few gaping holes remained, leading us to board the jeep, once again 
ride up the bumpy road, and visit the park a second time. It is such a magnificent protected 
area, I for one, was not complaining, at spending further time in this beautiful location. The 
biggest misses thus far had been the oft-easy Ashy-headed Laughingthrush, the usually 
difficult Sri Lanka Spurfowl, and downright tough Scaly (Ceylon/Sri Lanka) Thrush. We had 
expected to have trouble with the latter two species, as that is the norm for these shy birds, 
but the former was a bit of a puzzle, and was perhaps explained by our lack of luck in hitting 
any big flocks, in which this species is most likely to be found. 
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 We again walked the main trail, being 
greeted by one of the tame Sri 
Lanka Junglefowls as we arrived, 
before we found a feeding flock soon 
after, which we scoured feverishly for 
the laughingthrush, finding none of 
them, but finding plenty more 
Orange-billed (Ceylon Rufous) 
Babblers, Dark-fronted 
Babblers, and Sri Lanka 
Scimitar-Babblers, and, better still, 
a Sri Lanka Woodpigeon perched 
on several brief occasions, (a bird 
that is often tricky to get perched). As 
we walked the wide open track, we 
also chance upon a few Spot-
winged Thrushes, again feeding on 
the wet trail, for the day before and 

this day were to be days of considerable 
rain at this Wet Zone site, where even in this 
dry season, heavy rains can fall at any time. 
In no time we had reached the main area for 
one of our targets, the ultra elusive Scaly 
(Ceylon/Sri Lanka) Thrush; and we set 
about trying to find one. Not long after we 
had begun to slowly walk the area, 
Chaminda heard the barely audible high-
pitched contact calls of a pair, and we 
stalked them steadily. There seemed to be a 
pair with a juvenile, and they were typically 
difficult to see, showing to some, but not 
others, on and off, over a period of an hour 
or so that we followed them. However, in the 
end, everyone, had got good looks at this 
master skulker, which represents the Sri 
Lanka endemic most often missed. To have 
this bird, “in the bag”, before the morning 
had come to a close, was pleasing, as we 
figured this was likely to be the hardest of 
our three main target birds that day. 
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Next up, we began searching for one 
we thought would be fairly 
straightforward, Ashy-headed 
Laughingthrush. However, it proved 
far from that. In spite of us finding 
some great mixed flocks, which 
yielded our best looks yet at several of 
the dapper Red-faced Malkoha, as 
well as wonderful prolonged looks at a 
scarlet-bellied male Malabar Trogon 
(really our only long look at this 
species on the entire tour), and further 
Sri Lanka Drongos too. We also 
dropped in on the regular troop of Sri 
Lanka Blue Magpies, which often 
hang around a clearing awaiting the 
arrival of food-bearing tourists! A few 
flocks were in the vicinity of the same 
clearing, and between bursts of heavy 
rain, and picking leeches off our leech 
socks, we managed to track down 
another new endemic for the trip: 
Crimson-backed Woodpecker, a 
pair of which were seen perched in a 
tall tree beside the “magpie clearing”. 
Thus, by lunchtime, we had added 3 
new endemic birds to our list (thrush, 
woodpecker and woodpigeon), but 
were still on the lookout for one more, 
the laughingthrush. After yet more 
heavy tropical rain showers, and 
admiring some of the common, 
attractive and prominent plants 

growing around the clearing like the species of Pitcher Plant that are only found in Sri 
Lanka, and numerous handsome Bamboo Orchids (a familiar introduced species 
elsewhere, but one that is native to this country; photo previous page), and hibiscuses, we 
set about finding more flocks on our return walk back down the main trail. Finding flocks was 
not a problem, and we bumped into another White-faced Starling within one of these; but 
finding the laughingthrush was proving a real problem, and was playing on the minds of Sam 
and Chaminda in particular, who were puzzled as to why this bird had become so difficult to 
find. Big flocks come and went, with no sign of the laughingthrush. Rain was a serious 
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hinderant to our efforts in the afternoon, with showers becoming heavier, and more 
persistent. Thus, on a regular basis, the group and Sam retreated to the shelter to avoid the 
worst that the weather was bringing. It was in one such stop when the local Sinharaja guide 
came our way to alert us to join Chaminda, further down the trail. This could only mean one 
thing, and one bird, and so we hurried through the rain to the spot, where an umbrella 
marked where we should walk off trail. Through some panicked cries between us and 
Chaminda and some others who had walked with him, we finally connected with both the rest 
of the group, and a very welcome mob of half a dozen or so Ashy-headed 
Laughingthrushes feeding quietly in the leaf litter, well off the main trail. Chaminda 
received a big pat on the back from Sam, and possibly too some high fives from others; the 
relief was palpable, and soon after, we left the park with virtually nothing left to find there. 

The rain continued to dog proceedings, and brought more than the usual number of leeches 
out to play, causing some amusement on the return jeep ride, when heavy rains were 
threatening our final try of the day for Sri Lanka Spurfowl. However, remarkably, just as we 
approached one of Chaminda’s “secret sites” the rain eased, and we hurried out of the jeep 
and into the forest and top speed to take advantage of the rain break. I could see a lack of 
optimism among the group, with heavy rain drops falling in the forest, post-shower, not 
seeming conducive to finding one of Sri Lanka’s most timid residents. Incredibly though, just 
as we arrived at the spot, where Chaminda alerted us to keep a keen eye out for them, a male 
Sri Lanka Spurfowl walked right out into the open, and was soon after joined by a female. By 
the end of a thrilling fifteen minutes at the site we had eyeballed no less than four different 
Sri Lanka Spurfowls, getting cracking looks at them all! We may have been plagued by 
leeches, and dogged by rain, but the day had been a cracker, with many top birds from start 
to finish. 
However, after 
the spurfowls, 
we were ready 
to return to the 
welcoming Blue 
Magpie Lodge, 
for a welcome, 
and warming 
cup of hot 
Ceylon tea and 
other 
refreshments. 
That night we 
had our final, 
failed, attempt, 
at finding the 
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ultra rare Sri Lanka Bay Owl, with only a lot of leeches to show for it, but nothing could 
dampen our spirits after a very successful clean up day! 

Day 7 

Sinharaja to Udawalawe 

We spent a final few hours outside the main park at Sinharaja, before we said goodbye to 
Blue Magpie Lodge, and headed east for Embilipitiya, close to Udawalawe National Park. In 
the afternoon we began our birding of the area, by checking an area just outside the park 
itself. 

At Sinharaja, several of us had one last 
try for the elusive Slaty-legged 
Crake, which had thus far shown just 
its legs, to Sam! This day was not that 
different, the bird blasting over the road 
at high speed, so that, again, only Sam 
got the slightest of glimpses. However, 
we did see another Indian Pitta 
bouncing around a local resident’s 
garden, got a better look at Black-
throated Munia for those who were 
looking for this, and also made sure 
those who needed it got a good look at 
a Green-billed Coucal, near to our 
lodge. At the lodge itself, the white male 
Asian Paradise-Flycatcher gave us 
some great parting shots too (photos, 
pages 19 & 20). After a late breakfast 
and reunion for the entire group (some 
of whom had chosen to stay back at the 
lodge for a lie in!), we were on our way 
east, arriving by lunchtime in 

Embilipitiya, where our hotel garden held the regular pair of Indian Scops-Owl dozing 
right over our bus (photo above)!  

Our journey east had brought us out of the Wet Zone, and out of the unofficial “leech zone”, 
much to many people’s relief. Our entry into the very Dry Zone, where the habitat was 
transformed from dense forest into open country peppered with native scrub, saw us arrive 
into an area of completely different avifauna. Correspondingly, the afternoon’s birding was 
characterized by dozens of new species. We stopped in on a large wetland to start with, 
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where we got to grips with our first Black-headed Ibises, Painted Storks, and even 
Indian Peafowl. Raptors featured well on this day; in this Udawalawe area we picked up 
our first White-bellied Sea-Eagle and Gray-headed Fish-Eagle, as well as another 
Shikra, while around Sinharaja, and on the way from there, we saw Oriental Honey-
Buzzard, Crested Serpent-Eagle, Booted Eagle, and Brahminy Kite. The wetland 
area also yielded a surprise vagrant Citrine Wagtail. In the open water at Udawalawe we 
found Spot-billed Pelican and our only Great Cormorants of the tour, before we birded 
the scrubby habitat closeby, which was very productive, with some real scarcities seen well. 
Chaminda was quickly on to a superb Blue-faced Malkoha, a near silent, and therefore 
tricky, species to find, which gave fantastic, and long looks to the entire group. A Yellow-
eyed Babbler was bold and showy in the same area, as was the only Gray-breasted 
Prinia of the trip. We then took a slow walk through the surrounding scrub, and found a 
small party of Sri Lanka Woodshrikes, another endemic species, and a pair of Marshall’s 
Ioras, almost precisely where we had seen them on the tour just before this one. Some dead 
trees in the area also hosted the ultra colorful Coppersmith Barbet, arguably the best 
looking of the quartet of barbets available in this country. However, the most dramatic 
sighting around the edge of this huge tank, was a large Asian Elephant that “photo 
bombed” us as we were looking at the lake and hills, which provided a beautiful backdrop to 
a memorable scene (photo below). 
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For the late afternoon we moved on down the road, to a set of tanks (i.e. well-vegetated 
reservoirs), near the international cricket stadium (cricket is the national obsession among 
Sri Lankans), which brought yet more new additions to the list. Some small reedy tanks held 
some nesting Streaked Weavers, where Baya Weavers were found too, perched 
alongside the same tank. Open bare trees nearby provided a perch for a super male Purple 
Sunbird, as well as the scarce Thick-billed Flowerpecker (the latter, the only one of the 
tour). A larger tank was one of our last stops of the day, where flowers dotted the lily pads, 
and spectacular male Pheasant-tailed Jacanas walked stealthily across them. As it was 
coming to the close of the day, many birds were readying to roost, with literally hundreds of 
Rose-ringed Parakeets dotting the skies overhead, as they sped past to their roost sites. 
Less vocal and less speedy were the 32 Malabar Pied-Hornbills also observed gathering 
in their close roost trees, right alongside the tank. 
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Day 8 

Udawalawe NP & Kalametiya 

 

On this day we took our first jeep/game drive of the tour, into Udawalawe National Park, 
which is famed, especially, for its large concentration of Asian Elephants. By the end of 
our morning on site, it was clear to us what a great location for them it is as we encountered 
a number of herds through the morning. The game parks of southeast Sri Lanka are 
wonderful places to visit; they almost feel like a slice of Africa in the heart of Asia; birds are 
plentiful, with birds like bee-eaters and storks in particular both abundant and photogenic, 
which is reminiscent of Africa, even if the species are very different. The game drive was, 
typically, also sprinkled with animal sightings too, which made it a lot of fun for all 
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concerned. For our visits to Udawalawe and later trips into Yala and Bundala, we were using 
safari-style jeeps, with comfortable seats in the back, a high position, allowing for great 
game viewing, and open sides, making it perfect for the people with cameras to capture 
great close ups of birds like Green Bee-eater, Painted Stork (photo page before), Asian 
Openbill, and plenty more besides. As well as elephants, we also encountered other 
animals, like the endemic Toque Macaque, our first agile Tufted Gray Langurs, another 
Grizzled Giant Squirrel, of the Dry Zone form (which is pale in color, relative to the black 
ones we had seen in the Wet Zone); Ruddy Mongoose, Wild Boar, and Chital (Spotted 
Deer). Soon after we got inside the park (and after we had noticed a few Indian Rollers 
sitting near the visitor center), we got one of the more interesting park birds, with a pair of 
confiding Barred Buttonquails that walked around the edge of our jeeps. Not long after 
we were inundated with peacock after peacock, and even got to see one of these 
magnificent birds-officially called Indian Peafowl-displaying. Much like the tour before this 
one, Udawalawe proved a key site for Black-shouldered Kite, providing one of only two 
sightings of the entire tour.  
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The park is a good spot for cuckoos, and we enjoyed two more Blue-faced Malkohas, and 
after a struggle at first, a Sirkeer Malkoha too. In addition to these “cuckoos”, we also saw 
our first Gray-bellied Cuckoo, (photo, page 23) and another Pied Cuckoo too. The 
melodic sound of the Jerdon’s Bushlark (photo, page before), seemed to emanate from 
every bush, and we enjoyed numerous close-ups with this chunky lark also. The park is 
comprised of dry scrubby areas, with stunted trees, interspersed with wet areas, the latter 
of which held ample numbers of Lesser Whistling-Ducks, Painted Storks and Asian 
Openbills. Two further storks made their only appearances of the trip, with a pair of 
Woolly-necked Storks and a singleton of the Maribou-like Lesser Adjutant both seen on 
the wing overhead. We even saw some shorebirds in the park too, with Yellow-wattled 
and Red-wattled Lapwings, and Green and Marsh Sandpipers, which contributed to 
a shorebird list that exceeded 20 shorebird species by the end of the day, when 
combined with a visit to Kalametiya in the afternoon of the same day. In the scrub itself we 
managed to find another pair of lemon-breasted Marshall’s Ioras, as well as numerous 
Indian Robins, typically with their tails cocked, revealing their red vent, or hopping 
hurriedly around on the ground. Most of the morning was spent within the confines of a jeep, 
although a brief rest stop was permitted in an area where Martin only set eyes on an 
Orange-headed Thrush, and a Forest Wagtail was also seen too. Cruising overhead we 
also watched the majestic aerial agility of a Crested Treeswift. At the end of the morning 
we lunched, had a quick shower back at the hotel, and headed south for Tissamaharama… 

 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Sri Lanka: January-February 2015 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

27 

En-route to “Tissa”, we stopped off at Kalametiya, an area of grasslands, scrub, a lagoon, 
and some mangroves, which provided a shorebird and waterbird bonanza to close the day. A 
flock of more than two hundred Black-tailed Godwits was the most obvious shorebird on 
site, although we also saw Great Thick-Knees, Curlew Sandpipers, Kentish and 
Black-bellied (Gray) Plovers, Lesser Sand-Plovers, Garganeys, Northern 
Pintails, Eurasian Spoonbills, and racked up 5 species of tern too. Our continuing 
journey south to Tissa, located just inland of the southeast coast, was eventful; we were 
forced to stop by one of the few major highways used on the trip, when a swarm of starlings 
was seen crisscrossing the motorway. Both Rosy Starlings and Brahminy Starlings 
were flying around either singly, or in small groups, and, with the Rosys at least, in large 
groups. While it was hard to be satisfied with these initial views, our patience was rewarded 
when several of each species alighted on the near scrub to be studied in greater detail.  We 
were soon though on our way again, stopping off on the outskirts of Bundala National 
Park, before we reached our hotel, in order to try and score a couple of nightbirds before 
dinner. The first, Jerdon’s Nightjar, was quick to respond and was quickly added to the 
list. The second, the smaller Indian Nightjar proved a trickier customer, although 
eventually it too was seen very well as it hovered right over our heads for finale finish to a 
very, very birdy day!  
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Day 9 

Yala National Park 

 

Yala is one of the most popular parks in all of Sri Lanka, and with near guaranteed sightings 
of Leopard it is easy to understand why; the park can rightly lay claim to be one of the best 
game viewing parks in the country. We spent the entire day inside the park, combing the 
wetlands, grasslands, lagoons, and woodlands for a range of birds and animals. Most people 
visit for the chance to see plentiful animals, as we did on this day too, with 12 species of 
mammal seen during our day there, including prolonged looks at a Leopard through the 
‘scope, as it lounged in a tall tree during the late afternoon. Other mammals scored that day 
included several more herds of Asian Elephants, Gray Tufted Langur, Grizzled Giant 
Squirrel, Indian Hare, Ruddy Mongoose, Sambar Deer, Chital, and Wild Asian 
Water Buffalo. 
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It was also a good day for birds-of-prey, with Eurasian (Common) Kestrel, Brahminy 
Kite, Crested Serpent-Eagle, Crested Hawk-Eagle, Booted Eagle, White-bellied 
Sea-Eagle, and Gray-headed Fish-Eagle all seen by the close of the day. All three 
regular Sri Lankan larks also featured, with our best looks yet at Ashy-crowned Sparrow-
Lark, along with our first Oriental Skylarks, and further Jerdon’s Bushlarks, which 
abound in this habitat. It was also another great day for shorebird fans with nearly 20 
species seen again, including Greater Sand-Plover, Little Ringed Plover, and 
Common Ringed Plover. Other wetland birds that we picked up between the wet areas 
that litter the park were the ever-present Whiskered Tern, Black-headed Ibis, Spot-
billed Pelican, Eurasian Spoonbill, and yet more Painted Storks and Asian 
Openbills. Bee-eaters are always conspicuous on game drives in these southeastern parks, 
and today was no different, with Green Bee-eater, as usual, being the tamest of the 
species, although Blue-tailed and Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters were also seen.  
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The day before, in Udawalawe National Park, we were expecting to find a Brown Fish-Owl 
at a regular roosting site (photo, page before), but were alarmed to find that spot devoid of 
owls; thus, on this day, this species was a high priority, and luckily our jeep driver knew of a 
likely spot to find one during the day. We took an alternative route weaving through some of 
the stunted, dense, dry woodland that peppers the park, and before we knew it were in the 
glare of this large, fierce looking owl. Skirting the edge of woods like this led us to another 
sighting of a Brown-capped (Pygmy) Woodpecker, another Orange-breasted Green 
Pigeon, to some more Small Minivets, to a single Sri Lanka Woodshrike, and to a small 
group of Malabar Pied-Hornbills. The woods of Yala were where we also got our only 
sighting of Eurasian Hoopoe, two individuals of which were seen. Yala also provided us 
with our only view of Indian Silverbill  of the tour, a pair of which were seen well by one of 
our jeeps at least. One of the standout sightings of the day too, was a calling Fork-tailed 
Drongo-Cuckoo that came in quite some distance. One of our stops late in the day allowed 
us to stretch our legs, and leave the jeep at one of the park’s official rest stops; while Ken 
enthusiastically fought off some very persistent Toque Macaques from stealing some food 
scraps from our jeep, some of us others got looks at a rather showy shama, (White-rumped 
Shama). Leaving the park at dusk we chanced upon another Jerdon’s Nightjar, although 
that was not to be the last nightbird of the day; post-dinner, we took a short drive to a garden 
near our Tissa hotel, and quickly found the hoped for Jungle Owlet, which sat impressively 
in the telescope for all to see very well indeed. 
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Day 10 

Tissa & Bundala National Park 

On this day we took our final game drive of the tour, but this time in the afternoon, at the very 
different Bundala National Park, which comes loaded with saltpans littered with thousands of 
shorebirds. The park is a RAMSAR site, in recognition of its importance for shorebirds, and 
by the day’s end, with 24 shorebirds seen, it was plain to see what a great park it is for not 
only shorebirds, but other waterbirds and wetland birds too. 

 

However, first things first; in the morning we opted to cover the gardens and wooded areas 
on the edge of the massive Tissa  tank, a large man-made lake peppered with water lilies and 
positively alive with birds. Our main reason for visiting there was to cover not only the lake 
and its waterbirds, but also find some songbirds in the surrounding trees and gardens. Our 
main hope that morning was to track down the striking White-naped Woodpecker, for which 
the area is a stronghold. While we checked the coconut palm groves for any sign of this bird, 
Chaminda had sent the driver Bundala to check some other, tank-side, trees, in case the bird 
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should slip passed us and turn up there. While searching the palms, Sam tracked down a pair 
of Jungle Owlets, which had been calling closeby, one of which at least, was son seen by 
all. Soon after Bundala called Chaminda with the news that they had a pair of woodpeckers 
in their sights, and seconds after we found ourselves running full pelt the short distance to 
their position. John and Tim were at the front of the phalanx of our group, and made it there 
first, and quickly laid eyes on a single White-naped Woodpecker, though unfortunately 
the birds disappeared soon thereafter, leaving the rest of us with a clear plan to return to the 
area the next morning, to right this wrong. With the woodpeckers seeming to have been lost 
for the day (they are famously easier during the first hour of daylight, before they seem to 
leave the area to go feeding further afield), Sam turned his attentions to the lake, or tank, 
itself.  

 

Common species like Indian and Little Cormorants, Pheasant-tailed Jacanas, 
(photo, page before), and Purple Swamphens were abundant (photo above). Although 
none of these were in our “crosshairs”, that was reserved for a Watercock, which Sam 
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finally found and got in the ‘scope for all of us to add to our personal trip lists. We were quite 
relieved to find this gallinule, as it too, like the woodpecker, is most often found during the 
first hour of the day. Also on the tank was an assortment of herons, egrets and bitterns; we 
managed to see both Yellow and Black Bitterns, and Purple Herons too; and also some 
sleek Oriental Darters. Also on the tank were Plain Prinias, within the emergent 
grasses, We then moved back from the tank itself, searching the surrounding woods, where 
we found another major target bird in the area, the emerald-green Jerdon’s Leafbird (a 
pair of which was seen), as well as more Coppersmith and Brown-headed Barbets. We 
then checked another area of this vast tank for another species, and soon found 5 Cotton 
Pygmy-Geese feeding among the extensive floating vegetation, as hoped. The sides of the 
tank also hold large numbers of roosting Indian Flying-Foxes, a huge fruit-eating bat 
(photo below); great to look at, although not so great to smell, while standing beneath a large 
concentration of them! 

 

After returning to our comfortable hotel, which looked right out over the scenic tank, for 
lunch, we set off for nearby Bundala National Park, in the afternoon, (although only after 
getting close ups with a handsome Star Tortoise in the hotel garden, photo page 31). We 
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started our Bundala exploration by covering the wooded areas and several large lagoons, 
where we added Little Grebe (or “dabchick”), Eurasian Moorhen, and Clamorous 
Reed-Warbler. For our rides in the parks, by necessity, and for comfort, we divided into 2 
jeeps, which meant that occasionally one group would get something the other would not. So 
it proved on this day, when Tim spotted a Yellow-crowned Woodpecker, which crept 
back into the undergrowth before the other group caught up. Riding around the grassy 
areas, we found a small group of feeding birds, which held a couple of Eurasian Collared 
Doves (a species that is spreading, and by rights should not be in this area at all according 
to field guide range maps, which date back a few years before the spread), Oriental 
Skylarks, and a very confiding male Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark (photo below).  

 

As usual, as with the other parks visited over the past few days, Oriental (Paddyfield) 
Pipits were abundant in the park, although we also managed to find a single Richard’s 
Pipit there too, (one of few seen on the trip).  It proved a great day for kingfishers, by 
combining the Tissa tank with Bundala, with 4 species seen (Pied, Stork-billed, and 
Common Kingfishers, and the ever-present White-throated Kingfisher). While skirting 
the edge of some small pools we finally tracked down a few Pin-tailed Snipe, which had 
thus far eluded us completely in spite of plenty of habitat covered, where we had seen them 
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on the previous tour. Late in the afternoon our attentions turned to the shorebird-peppered 
saltpans close on the coast within the park, where fantastic close-ups came left, right and 
center, of a rich array of shorebirds, as well as the only Striated Heron of the trip. Large 
numbers of Little Stints and Marsh and Curlew Sandpipers, Common Redshank, 
Pacific Golden and Kentish Plovers (photo below). However, the star finds among the 
shorebird/wader horde were Common Ringed Plover, a single Spotted Redshank 
(Faye seemed especially tickled by this one!), and a lone Red-necked Phalarope, before 
they were all overshadowed by a super Small Pratincole just before dusk, picked out by 
eagle-eyed Chaminda! We headed out of the park with dusk falling gently, finding another 
Jerdon’s Nightjar (for the third consecutive night) as darkness took over completely. As we 
headed out of the park under the curtain of darkness dozens of Black-crowned Night-
Herons were spotlighted foraging by the roadside, before we returned, for one final night, 
to Tissa. The very different Hill Country, and its tea-covered slopes, and more endemic birds 
beckoned for us next… 
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Day 11 

Tissamaharama to Nuwara Eliya 

This tour can be looked at as 
having three, distinct, stages: the 
first in the rainforest of the Wet 
Zone in the southwest, then the 
game parks of the Dry Zone in the 
southeast, and lastly the hill 
country, for which this was the 
opening day. Before we moved into 
the hill country though we had 
some unfinished avian business in 
the Tissa area, so we had a hectic 
last few hours, trying to cram in 
some last minute lifers. First off, 
after a pre-dawn cup of Ceylon tea, 
which is virtually compulsory in Sri 
Lanka, we took a short five-minute 
ride from our hotel to an area at 
the edge of the tank with scattered 
reeds. It was these reeds, which 
were to be the focus of our 
attentions, as we were hoping for 
some reed-dwelling rails. After 
some time, with only Chaminda 
having seen a Ruddy-breasted 
Crake sneak into an isolated 
patch of vegetation we skirted this 
patch, at which point the crake 
walked out in front of everyone, 
and just minutes late a pair of Greater Painted-Snipe took off and made a low flyby in 
front of the group! We also got our final looks of the tour at Indian Peafowl, which had been 
a daily feature of our time in the Dry Zone, Great and Indian Thick-Knees, a few Pin-
tailed Snipes, and even snuck in an extra Watercock at the site, along with some 
Streaked Weavers and Tricolored Munias, while we were waiting for the rails to show 
up. With our other hoped-for bird, the scarcest of the three, Slaty-breasted Rail, appearing to 
be a no-show, and with some woodpeckers still on our minds, we opted to leave this site and 
return to another area of the tank, where we tried for a second time for the White-naped 
Woodpeckers, which, thus far, only Tim and John had clapped eyes on (photo above).  We 
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knew these were time-sensitive, and so we drove directly there, retracing our steps from the 
day before; and, like that day too, it was one of our “bus people” who found the bird, as it flew 
over the top of us, and landed in the same dense tree where it had give us the slip the day 
before. A nerve-racking few minutes followed, and I tried playing the call, only for the pair to 
come screaming into the top of the dead tree we were standing beside, giving perfect views 
all round for the next five solid minutes! After netting some more Jerdon’s Leafbirds, we 
headed back to check out of our Tissa hotel, and head up into the hills… 

We left the Dry Zone behind, heading 
steadily into the hills, where we were to 
stay for the nest two nights in the city of 
Nuwara Eliya, known as the City of Light, 
or nicknamed “Little England’, for its 
English feel and climate. The latter was 
certainly true for our arrival, where we 
were greeted with chilly weather and solid 
gray skies overhead; arguably, quite 
typical of a British summer’s day! En-route 
we passed by some great scenery, most 
notably Rawana Falls, a mountainside 
waterfall as popular with the local Toque 
Macaques as it was with people! Not far 
from these beautiful falls, and well before 
we reached the City of Light, we came 
upon a mixed feeding flock on the side of 
the road, which held a super Yellow-
crowned Woodpecker, (photo right), 
which finally got this bird onto the entire 
group’s list, after only some had seen it the 
day before in Bundala. The same forest 
flock also held a Marshall’s Iora, not 
normally expected in this habitat. As well as the inclement climate, we were also greeted at 
our bungalow-style hotel with the sight of our first male Pied Bushchat, (photo next page), 
perched on wires just outside reception. A tasty lunch at our English, colonial-style, hotel 
was taken before, we took a short drive into the hills behind our hotel for our first proper 
highland birding of the trip. The afternoon was a bit of a bust, as heavy rain soon began to 
fall, and we had to retreat after bagging our first Sri Lanka White-eye and Yellow-eared 
Bulbul of the trip. We did all we could do in the horrible weather that afternoon, we went to 
an abandoned hut, overlooking an area of litter, which often attracts some good birds like 
Sri Lanka Bush-Warbler and Sri Lanka Whistling-Thrush. Both of these birds were 
seen very briefly, to no satisfaction while there, although a regular passing group of 
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Cinereous Tits were seen much better, and that had to be our haul for the afternoon, 
which was dogged by heavy rain and cold weather. That night, with continual heavy rain, we 
visited the local market for more warm clothes in fear of what the highest day of the tour 
would bring the next day in Horton Plains National Park… 

Day 12 

Horton Plains, Nuwara Eliya, & 
Victoria Park 

This day was on a knife edge; it could 
go two ways: either it could be bright 
and beautiful with full appreciation 
for one of Sri Lanka’s most scenic 
and beautiful locations, or we could 
be dogged again by the soggy 
weather that characterized the 
afternoon before, which would make 
the place feel very different indeed, 
not to mention, make finding our final 
endemic birds, a Hell of a lot more 
challenging. At the final reckoning, 
we actually experienced a bit of both. 
Our pre-dawn drive to Horton Plains 
was characterized by continuing and 
plentiful rain; indeed, when we 
arrived at the park, the cloud was still 
sitting low over the hills, giving poor 
visibility. During this misty spell, we 
took a rest stop while Chaminda went 
off to purchase our tickets into the 
park. It was at this point that Faye 

stumbled upon an Indian Blackbird as she was visiting the restroom, which, thankfully, 
remained there even after she had gathered the rest of us to come look. Chaminda returned 
with both tickets, and bird news; he had just heard a male Sri Lanka Whistling-Thrush 
calling right behind the ticket booth! This was one of the few remaining endemic we were still 
after, and arguably one of the trickiest to see of them all. We gathered in the continuing mist 
behind the booth, and played the call of the bird, when a male whistling-thrush hopped up 
onto an open branch in view of us all. We had precious few endemics now to gather for our 
list, just two in fact, and so we headed to a small scenic pool at the edge of the cloudforest, 
where we could both try for these, and eat our packed breakfasts. A visit to Horton Plains is 
about much more than endemic birds though, as it is a vegetation like no other on the tour, 
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and is notable for its dramatic landscapes too. As we reached the pool, the clouds suddenly 
began to lift, and blue skies peaked through for the very first time. It was then that we began 
to appreciate the wonderful surrounds we were situated in, and the bright scarlet flowers of 
the blooming native Rhododendrons. Around the edge of the pool we soon located a feeding 
flock, typically, with plentiful Sri Lanka White-eyes in attendance (photo page 41), and 
also produced excellent views of Sri Lanka Bush-Warbler, which was also part of the 
moving flock. Our final endemic, the handsome, and far-from-dull, Dull-blue Flycatcher 
was also found within this or another feeding flock in the same area. 

 

Remarkably, following the awful afternoon the day before, and the start of the day on this 
day, the day then remained clear bright, and perfect for enjoying the spectacular landscapes 
offered up by Horton Plains. And so we decided to visit the famous “World’s End” trail in the 
park, which leads to two different deep canyons, or “World’s Ends” as they are known 
locally, providing a dramatic backdrop to some of our birding. The walk out there was 
wonderful, if a little busy, as it coincided with Sri Lanka’s national Independence Day 
holidays! However, we did see Orange Minivets, Bar-winged Flycatcher-Shrikes, and 
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even several showy Yellow-eared Bulbuls along the forested trail, as well as get several 
flight views of Sri Lanka Woodpigeons. The highlight of the trip was reaching the 
“Little/Mini World’s End”, dramatic in itself, by virtue of its view over a 1250 feet-deep valley. 
Over the plains we also got views of our only Common (Himalayan) Buzzards of the trip, 
as well as several falcon-like Alpine Swifts gliding high above the grasslands. It was a 
strange visit to the trail, what with the unusually large crowds due to national holiday, 
although, in spite of this, the spectacular views of the landscape provided at the lookout 
made it worthwhile in all’s eyes. On returning back to the vehicle we passed by one of the 
extraordinarily tame, though wild, Sambar Deer, (photo, page 39), in the park, before we 
returned to our bungalow hotel in Nuwara Eliya  for some refreshment, and another 
delicious lunch. 

What we the rain of the afternoon, the 
day before, curtailing our birding, we 
had a busier afternoon than planned on 
this day, as we needed to bird both the 
hills behind our hotel, but also visit the 
local Victoria Park in town, for some 
other highland avian targets. Luckily, 
both sites are just minutes from our 
hotel, and so this was not too 
troublesome, as long as the rain held, 
which, thankfully, it did. Beginning in 
the hill forests, we walked into a rather 
confiding young Crested Serpent-
Eagle (photo left), perched right beside 
the path, even if this was not the raptor 
we were most after at this site, it was 
much appreciated. Continuing on we 
visited a spot where Chaminda had a 
good stakeout for another raptor, the 
Legge’s Hawk-Eagle a regional 
endemic. Our first sweeps of the site 
showed up nothing before the bird flew 
in and cruised around above us; 
perfect! This was our main target at this 
site so we backtracked along the trail, 

back to the bus so that we could quickly move onto Victoria Park, picking up a Gray-
headed Canary-Flycatcher on the return leg. With less time available at Victoria Park 
with the need to go pick up the Legge’s Hawk-Eagle beforehand, we hurried to the spots for 
the birds we were after. We had no trouble in finding the park’s star “resident”, the superb 
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Pied Thrush, which spends its winters in the park. Better still, the small group of Pied 
Thrushes held an intruder among them; a vagrant Eye-browed Thrush too! Combing the 
sides of a trash-choked channel (completely at odds with the rest of this well-manicured 
garden), for our other target, we found another Forest Wagtail, but only a short glimpse for 
some was had of the other bird we craved there, Kashmir Flycatcher, and so we vowed to 
return at dawn at set the record straight on that one. A final full day’s birding beckoned, with 
a full day in the hill country, beginning in Nuwara Eliya, and then moving into  Sri Lanka’s 
cultural heartland, and the former capital city of Kandy… 
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Day 14… 

Nuwara Eliya to Kandy 

This was the final full day of the tour, and while we had already amassed all the island’s 
endemics, we still had some final avian targets to see… 

We started out where we had finished the day before, among the beautifully trimmed 
gardens of Victoria Park, in the heart of the “City of Light”, Nuwara Eliya, as we still had a 
score to settle there; namely Kashmir Flycatcher. It did not take too long to locate a 
strawberry-breasted male of this species as it foraged around the piles of trash, which seem 
to be a magnet for birds in this part of the world! While we soaked up views of this cracking 
looking flycatcher, for which this is arguably one of the very best sites in the world to see it, 
we checked the nearby creek for other birds; finding up to 3 different Pied Thrushes, 
again, hanging out with the same vagrant Eye-browed Thrush from the day before, as well 
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as one or two Brown-breasted Flycatchers. The channel also held several Gray and 
Forest Wagtails. Other birds seen in the park during this short morning visit, included an 
Alpine Swift passing overhead. After having a final breakfast at our Nuwara Eliya hotel, 
and packing our bags, we made a short stop, again, in the close hills behind our hotel, 
although this time our target was reptilian, not avian. This area is good for the odd 
Rhinoceros-horned Lizard, and Ken and some others in the group were keen to see it. With 
the weather now bright and sunny we felt this would be a good time to find one at an area 
familiar for them to Chaminda. We found no less than 3 different Rhinoceros-horned 
Lizards, (photo below), and also the endemic Black-cheek (-lipped) Lizard too in just a 
quarter of an hour there. 
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We then pointed our bus north towards the former capital city of then Ceylon, Kandy. One of 
the treasures of touring in Sri Lanka is there is plentiful other distractions other than birds, in 
this country that has a rich history. And so, en route we made two stops; first at a tea factory 
(where we got our best looks at Hill Swallows, plus our last Chestnut-headed Bee-
eaters of the tour), for a short tour on the making of Ceylon tea, which is the source of 
famous tea brands like Dilma, PG Tips, and Lipton, which was followed by a session of tea 
shopping; and then, just before we arrived at our hotel, we dropped in briefly to a gem 
factory for those with significantly more money to spend! (Sri Lanka is famed for its precious 
gems, having supplied sapphires to both Princess Diana and Queen Elizabeth II of the British 
Royal Family). 

 

After lunch in Kandy, we visited a beautiful rainforest reserve just kilometers from our hotel. 
The journey there took a little longer than expected as we hot the local school run, which, on 
the narrow roads of Kandy, can be problematic, but we made with time to spare. Our main 
reason for walking these forests was to try and track down another roosting owl, the Brown 
Wood-Owl, as there is a regular roost site in the park. While we took our time walking along 
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the track, among the giant hanging lianas, and huge trees which dominate this park, 
Chaminda went off in search of the owl. We had barely made any progress along the path, 
although had already seen an absurdly easy White-rumped Shama, as well as our only 
Indian Muntjac (or Barking Deer) of the trip; when Chaminda called Sam with the news; 
he had the Brown Wood-Owl sitting beside the track further up! Five minutes later we were 
watching this chestnut-faced owl as it slept alongside the trail, occasionally glancing over its 
shoulder to ensure we were not doing anything untoward. On our way back out of the park, 
we saw a perched Alexandrine Parakeet. We lingered after dark in the hope of finding 
another, decidedly trickier, owl, the Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl but got only a very distant sound 
from it, before it fell silent. However, our late stay in the park did lead us to get looks at an 
Indian Giant Flying Squirrel shinning its way up a trunk, which proved to be our 20th, and 
final, mammal of the tour. 

Day 14 

Kandy to Colombo/DEPARTURE 

 

For our final birding session of the tour we stayed close to Kandy, mainly birding the hills, 
tea plantations and lightly wooded slopes nearby. After seeing a Brown-capped Babbler 
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on the edge of the rainforest close to the city, 
we moved on up into the hills, post-breakfast. 
By this time, there really was precious little 
we could try for. However, one glaring 
omission from the trip list was the Common 
Hawk-Cuckoo, which just Faye and I had 
heard at Kitulgala, and no one had seen at all, 
and so we tried this area to try and add that 
one, final, bird! The area we visited is 
especially good for raptors, and so it proved 
in our few hours there; with cracking looks at 
a low-flying Black Eagle (photo, page 
before), as well as Oriental Honey 
Buzzard, Booted Eagle, and Crested 
Serpent-Eagle. The area proved good for 
both parrots and woodpeckers in particular 
too, with Alexandrine, Rose-ringed and 
Layard’s Parakeets all seen during our 
few hours there, and woodpecker wise, we 
scored a trio of stunning species: Black-
rumped and Crimson-backed 
Flamebacks, and Lesser Yellownape. 
Small bird “waves” held Orange Minivets 
(photo left), and Small Minivets (of 
which the former gave some great low down 

looks), Bar-winged Flycatcher-Shrikes, and Golden-fronted Leafbirds. The reason 
for visiting this site was this kind of open country with tall trees can be good for Common 
Hawk-Cuckoo, and while we searched for that, and listened for that species (for it is typically 
very loud and vocal, if “in the mood”), we saw our final Black-hooded Orioles, White-
browed Fantails, and Indian Robins of the tour (photo, next page), the latter of which 
were hopping around among the stunted tea plants in the extensive hillside plantations. 
Overhead were flying the final Sri Lanka Swallows of the tour, fittingly, considering they 
were the very first endemic seen at the tour start, that they should also be one of the last. 
Moving up the road, Chaminda and Sam were quick to latch on to a short call from a 
Common Hawk-Cuckoo, which turned out came from a juvenile bird, which was being 
fostered by a group of Yellow-billed Babblers. This bird was the final avian addition to the 
list; shortly afterwards we headed back to Kandy, pausing for some batik shopping on the 
edge of the city before we had a final lunch together, before driving back to Colombo, and 
taking night flights out….It had been a fantastic tour, not without its challenges, in terms of 
heavy rains and the accompanying leeches, while in the Wet Zone, but that did not stop us 
finding all of the currently recognized 32 endemic bird species, plus plenty of other good 
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stuff besides, like Leopard, elephants and birds like Indian Pitta, White-naped 
Woodpecker, Plum-headed Parakeet, Pied Thrush, Sri Lanka Frogmouth, and 
Malabar Pied-Hornbill; not to mention a hearty group of six owls. However, we were not 
quite done with owls yet. With people’s flights due to leave in the middle of the night, there 
was time to stop in at a site for Brown Boobook close to the airport. This could not have 
worked more perfectly; we rolled in just at dusk, played the call, and seemingly before the I-
pod could breathe, a Brown Boobook flew in and landed on the branch right overhead, 
bringing our owl total to SEVEN OWLS! A wonderful end to a wonderful tour, which has 
become a major favorite among the guides who have led this tour; the combination of great 
birding, relatively easy birding (with the real likelihood that all endemic species will be seen), 
plus a vibrant culture, and a delicious cuisine, make this a comfortable and pleasurable tour 
to be part of. Here’s to coming back very soon! 
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SOME MORE PHOTOS FROM THIS TOUR: 

 
Brown (Hawk-Owl) Boobook (above) & Indian Peafowl 
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Legge’s Hawk-Eagle (above) & Common Mynas  
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Green Bee-eater 

 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Sri Lanka: January-February 2015 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

51 

 
Purple-faced (“bearded”) Langur 
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BIRD LIST 

The taxonomy of the bird list follows: Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and Fitzpatrick, 
John W. The Clements Checklist of Birds of the World . Cornell, 2007.  
This list is up to date with the major changes published by Cornell up until August 2014. 

Sri Lankan Endemic BIRD species  are indicated in BOLD, in RED, and with (ES). 

Sri Lankan Endemic BIRD subspecies are indicated in BOLD with  (ESS). 

H indicates a species that was HEARD only. 

GO indicates a species recorded by the GUIDE ONLY. 

Numbers: 
258 species recorded on the tour; (252 seen by group). 
 
SITES each species were recorded at are denoted on the right hand side , with the sites 
abbreviated as follows: 

COL  Colombo 
 
KIT  Kitulgala 

SIN  Sinharaja 

UDA  Udawalawe 

KAL  Kalametiya (between Udawalawe and Tissa) 

YAL  Yala 

TIS  Tissamarahama (Tissa) 

BUN  Bundala 

NUW  Nuwara Eliya 

HOR  Horton Plains 

VIC  Victoria Park 

KAN  Kandy (Udawattakele) 

MANY  Many sites 
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SPECIES SITES 

 
DUCKS, GEESE & WATERFOWL ANATIDAE   

 
Lesser Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna javanica MANY 

    

 
Cotton Pygmy-Goose Nettapus coromandelianus TIS 

     

 
Northern Pintail Anas acuta KAL 

     

 
Garganey Anas querquedula KAL 

     

         

 
PHEASANTS, GROUSE & ALLIES PHASIANIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka Spurfowl (ES) Galloperdix bicalcarata KIT, SIN 

    

 
Sri Lanka Junglefowl (ES) Gallus lafayetii KIT, SIN, KAL, BUN, HOR 

 

 
Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN 

  

         

 
GREBES PODICIPEDIDAE   

 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis BUN, TIS 

    

         

 
STORKS CICONIIDAE   

 
Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans UDA, YAL, BUN, KAN 

  

 
Woolly-necked Stork (Asian Woollyneck) Ciconia episcopus UDA 

     

 
Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN 

  

         

 
CORMORANTS & SHAGS PHALACROCORACIDAE   

 
Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN, NUW, KAN 

 
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo UDA 

     

 
Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax niger MANY 

    

         

 
ANHINGAS ANHINGIDAE   

 
Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster COL, UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN 

 

         

 
PELICANS  PELECANIDAE   

 
Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN 
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HERONS, EGRETS & BITTERNS ARDEIDAE   

 
Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis COL, TIS 

    

 
Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus COL 

     

 
Black Bittern Ixobrychus flavicollis COL, UDA, TIS 

   

 
Gray Heron Ardea cinerea UDA, TIS 

    

 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea COL, UDA, TIS, BUN 

  

 
(Eastern) Great (White) Egret Ardea alba modesta UDA, BUN 

    

 
Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx intermedia COL, UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN 

 

 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN, KAN 

 

 
(Eastern) Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis coromandus MANY 

    

 
Indian Pond-Heron Ardeola grayii MANY 

    

 
Striated (Green-backed) Heron Butorides striata BUN 

     

 
Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax YAL, BUN, KAN 

   

         

 
IBISES & SPOONBILLS THRESKIORNITHIDAE   

 
Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus COL, UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN 

 

 
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN 

  

         

 
OSPREY PANDIONIDAE    

 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus haliaetus KAL 

     

         

 
HAWKS, EAGLES & KITES ACCIPITRIDAE   

 
Black-shouldered (-winged) Kite Elanus caeruleus UDA, HOR 

    

 
Oriental (Crested) Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus KIT, UDA, KAN 

   

 
Crested Serpent-Eagle Spilornis cheela MANY 

    

 
Crested (Changeable) Hawk-Eagle (ESS) Nisaetus cirrhatus ceylanensis KIT, SIN, UDA, YAL, BUN 

 

 
Legge's Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus kelaarti NUW 

     

 
Rufous-bellied (Hawk-) Eagle Lophotriorchis kienerii KIT 

     

 
Black Eagle Ictinaetus malaiensis KIT, SIN, KAN 

   

 
Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus YAL, KAN 

    

 
Harrier sp. (Montagu's/Pallid) Circus sp. KAL 
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Shikra Accipiter badius COL, UDA, NUW 

   

 
Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus MANY 

    

 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster UDA, KAL, YAL, KAN 

  

 
Gray-headed Fish-Eagle Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus UDA, YAL 

    

 
Common (Himalayan) Buzzard Buteo buteo burmanicus HOR 

     

         

 
RAILS, GALLINULES & COOTS RALLIDAE   

GO Slaty-legged Crake Rallina eurizonoides SIN 
     

 
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus MANY 

    

 
Ruddy-breasted Crake Porzana fusca zeylonica TIS 

     

 
Watercock Gallicrex cinerea TIS 

     

 
Purple (Gray-headed) Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio COL, UDA, TIS 

   

 
Eurasian (Common) Moorhen Gallinula chloropus KAL, BUN 

    

         

 
THICK-KNEES BURHINIDAE   

 
Indian Thick-knee (Stone-curlew) Burhinus indicus UDA, KAL, BUN, TIS 

  

 
Great Thick-knee (Stone-curlew) Esacus recurvirostris KAL, YAL, TIS, BUN 

  

         

 
STILTS & AVOCETS RECURVIROSTRIDAE   

 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus UDA, KAL, YAL, TIS, BUN 

 

         

 
PLOVERS & LAPWINGS CHARADRIIDAE   

 
Black-bellied (Gray) Plover Pluvialis squatarola KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva UDA, KAL, YAL, BUN 

  

 
Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus malabaricus UDA, KAL, YAL, BUN 

  

 
Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus lankae COL, UDA, KAL, YAL, BUN 

 

 
Lesser Sand-Plover Charadrius mongolus atrifrons KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Greater Sand-Plover Charadrius leschenaultii YAL 

     

 
Kentish Plover (ESS) Charadrius alexandrinus seebohmi KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula YAL, BUN 

    

 
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius UDA, YAL 
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PAINTED-SNIPES ROSTRATULIDAE   

 
Greater Painted-Snipe Rostratula benghalensis TIS 

     

         

 
JACANAS JACANIIDAE   

 
Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus UDA, KAL, YAL, TIS, BUN 

 

         

 
SANDPIPERS & ALLIES SCOLOPACIDAE   

 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos UDA, KAL, YAL, TIS, BUN, VIC 

 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus UDA 

     

 
Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus BUN 

     

 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis UDA, KAL, YAL, TIS, BUN 

 

 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola UDA, KAL, YAL, TIS, BUN 

 

 
Common Redshank Tringa totanus KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa limosa KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea KAL, BUN 

    

 
Little Stint Calidris minuta KAL, YAL, TIS, BUN 

  

 
Pin-tailed Snipe Gallinago stenura BUN, TIS 

    

 
Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus BUN 

     

         

 
BUTTONQUAIL TURNICIDAE   

 
Barred Buttonquail (ESS) Turnix suscitator leggei UDA 

     

         

 
PRATINCOLES & COURSERS GLAREOLIDAE   

 
Small Pratincole Glareola lactea BUN 

     

         

 
GULLS, TERNS & SKIMMERS LARIDAE   

 
Little Tern Sternula albifrons BUN 

     

 
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia KAL, BUN 
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White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida COL, UDA, KAL, YAL, TIS, BUN 

 
Great (Greater) Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

         

 
PIGEONS & DOVES COLUMBIDAE   

 
Rock (Common) Pigeon (Rock Dove) Columba livia MANY 

    

 
Sri Lanka Wood-Pigeon (ES) Columba torringtoniae SIN, NUW, HOR 

   

 
Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto BUN 

     

 
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis MANY 

    

 
(Common) Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica robinsoni KIT, SIN 

    

 
Orange-breasted (Green) Pigeon Treron bicinctus leggei COL, KAL, YAL, BUN 

  

 
Sri Lanka Green-Pigeon (ES) Treron pompadora KIT, SIN, UDA 

   

 
Green Imperial-Pigeon Ducula aenea pusilla MANY 

    

         

 
CUCKOOS CUCULIDAE   

 
Pied (Jacobin) Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus jacobinus COL, UDA 

    

 
Common Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx varius ciceliae KIT, KAN 

    
GO Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus SIN 

     

 
Banded Bay Cuckoo (ESS) Cacomantis sonneratii waiti KIT, SIN 

    

 
Gray-bellied Cuckoo Cacomantis passerinus UDA, YAL 

    

 
Fork-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo (ESS) Surniculus dicruroides stewarti YAL 

     

 
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus COL, SIN, KAL, YAL, TIS 

 

 
Blue-faced Malkoha Phaenicophaeus viridirostris UDA, YAL 

    

 
Sirkeer Malkoha Phaenicophaeus leschenaultii  UDA 

     

 
Red-faced Malkoha (ES) Phaenicophaeus pyrrhocephalus KIT, SIN 

    

 
Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis parroti MANY 

    

 
Green-billed Coucal (ES) Centropus chlororhynchus KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
BARN-OWLS TYTONIDAE   

H Sri Lanka Bay-Owl (ESS) Phodilus assimilis assimilis KIT, SIN 
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OWLS STRIGIDAE   

 
Serendib Scops-Owl (ES) Otus thilohoffmanni KIT 

     

 
Indian (Collared) Scops-Owl Otus bakkamoena UDA, 

     
H Spot-bellied (Forest) Eagle-Owl (ESS) Bubo nipalensis blighi KIT, KAN 

    

 
Brown Fish-Owl (ESS) Ketupa zeylonensis zeylonensis YAL 

     

 
Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum TIS 

     

 
Chestnut-backed Owlet (ES) Glaucidium castanonotum KIT 

     

 
Brown Wood-Owl (ESS) Strix leptogrammica ochrogenys KAN 

     

 
Brown Boobook (Hawk-Owl) Ninox scutulata hirsuta COL 

     

         

 
FROGMOUTHS PODARGIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka Frogmouth Batrachostomus moniliger KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
NIGHTJARS & ALLIES CAPRIMULGIDAE   

 
Jerdon's Nightjar Caprimulgus atripennis aequabilis YAL, BUN 

    

 
Indian Nightjar Caprimulgus asiaticus eidos BUN 

     

         

 
SWIFTS APODIDAE   

 
Indian Swiftlet Aerodramus unicolor KIT, SIN, YAL, TIS 

  

 
Alpine Swift (ESS) Apus melba bakeri HOR, VIC 

    

 
Little (House) Swift Apus affinis singalensis KIT, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Asian Palm-Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis KIT, SIN, UDA, TIS 

  

         

 
TREESWIFTS HEMIROCNIDAE   

 
Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata KIT, UDA, YAL, TIS 

  

         

 
TROGONS TROGONIDAE   

 
Malabar Trogon (ESS) Harpactes fasciatus fasciatus KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
KINGFISHERS ALCEDINIDAE   

 
Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis KIT, SIN, UDA, KAL, YAL, TIS 
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H Black-backed (Oriental) Dwarf-Kingfisher Ceyx erithaca KIT 
     

 
Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis KIT, YAL, TIS, KAN 

  

 
White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis MANY 

    

 
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis COL, UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN 

 

         

 
BEE-EATERS MEROPIDAE   

 
Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

  

 
Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus COL, SIN, UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN 

 
Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti COL, KIT, UDA, YAL, NUW 

 

         

 
ROLLERS CORACIIDAE   

 
Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis UDA, YAL, BUN 

   

         

 
HOOPOES UPUPIDAE   

 
Eurasian (Common) Hoopoe Upupa epops YAL 

     

         

 
HORNBILLS BUCEROTIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka Gray Hornbill (ES) Ocyceros gingalensis KIT, SIN 

    

 
Malabar Pied-Hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus UDA, YAL 

    

         

 
ASIAN BARBETS MEGALAIMIDAE   

 
Crimson-fronted Barbet (ES) Megalaima rubricapillus KIT, KAN 

    

 
Coppersmith Barbet Psilopogon haemacephalus UDA, YAL, TIS 

   

 
Brown-headed Barbet Psilopogon zeylanicus COL, KIT, SIN, UDA, TIS 

 

 
Yellow-fronted Barbet (ES) Psilopogon flavifrons KIT, SIN, KAN 

   

         

 
WOODPECKERS PICIDAE   

 
Brown-capped (Pygmy) Woodpecker (ESS) Dendrocopos nanus gymnopthalmus KIT, YAL 

    

 
Yellow-crowned Woodpecker Dendrocopos mahrattensis UDA, BUN 

    

 
Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus wellsi KIT, SIN, KAN 

   

 
Black-rumped Flameback (Lesser Goldenback) ESS Dinopium benghalense psarodes KIT, SIN, TIS, KAN 
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H Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus brachyurus SIN 
     

 
Crimson-backed (Goldenback) Flameback (ES) Chrysocolaptes stricklandi KIT, SIN, KAN 

   

 
White-naped Woodpecker (ESS) Chrysocolaptes festivus tantus TIS 

     

         

 
FALCONS & CARACARAS FALCONIDAE   

 
Eurasian (Common) Kestrel Falco tinnunculus UDA, YAL 

    

 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus TIS 

     

         

 
OLD WORLD PARROTS PSITTACULIDAE   

 
Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria KIT, KAN 

    

 
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri COL, UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN, KAN 

 
Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala KIT, UDA 

    

 
Layard's Parakeet (ES) Psittacula calthropae KIT, SIN, KAN 

   

 
Sri Lanka Hanging-Parrot (ES) Loriculus beryllinus KIT, SIN, NUW, KAN 

  

         

 
PITTAS PITTIDAE   

 
Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura KIT, SIN, UDA, YAL, TIS 

 

         

 
VANGAS, HELMETSHRIKES & ALLIES VANGIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka Woodshrike (ES) Tephrodornis affinis UDA, YAL, TIS 

   

 
Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus KIT, SIN, HOR, KAN 

  

         

 
WOODSWALLOWS ARTAMIDAE   

 
Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus COL 

     

         

 
IORAS AEGITHINIDAE   

 
Common Iora Aegithina tiphia MANY 

    

 
White-tailed (Marshall's) Iora Aegithina nigrolutea UDA 

     

         

 
CUCKOOSHRIKES  CAMPEPHAGIDAE   

 
Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus  KIT, UDA, YAL, BUN 
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Orange (Scarlet) Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus KIT, SIN, HOR, KAN 

  

 
Black-headed Cuckooshrike Lalage melanoptera KIT, UDA 

    

         

 
SHRIKES LANIIDAE   

 
Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus MANY 

    

         

 
OLD WORLD ORIOLES ORIOLIDAE   

 
Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus ceylonensis MANY 

    

         

 
DRONGOS DICRURIDAE   

 
White-bellied Drongo (ESS) Dicrurus caerulescens leucopygialis KIT, SIN 

    

 
Sri Lanka Drongo (ES) Dicrurus lophorinus KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
FANTAILS RHIPIDURIDAE   

 
White-browed Fantail Rhipidura aureola  KIT, UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN 

 

         

 
MONARCH FLYCATCHERS MONARCHIDAE   

 
Black-naped Monarch (ESS) Hypothymis azurea ceylonensis KIT, SIN 

    

 
Asian Paradise-Flycatcher (ESS) Terpsiphone paradisi ceylonensis COL, SIN, UDA, YAL 

  

         

 
CROWS, JAYS & MAGPIES CORVIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka Blue-Magpie (ES) Urocissa ornata SIN 

     

 
House Crow (ESS) Corvus splendens protegatus MANY 

    

 
Large-billed Crow (Indian Jungle Crow) Corvus macrorhynchos MANY 

    

         

 
LARKS ALAUDIDAE   

 
Jerdon's Bushlark Mirafra affinis UDA, YAL 

    

 
Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix griseus YAL, BUN 

    

 
Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula YAL, BUN 
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SWALLOWS HIRUNDINIDAE   

 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica MANY 

    

 
Hill Swallow Hirundo domicola HOR, NUW 

    

 
Sri Lanka Swallow (ES) Cecropis hyperythra MANY 

    

         

 
FAIRY FLYCATCHERS STENOSTIRIDAE   

 
Gray-headed Canary-Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis NUW 

     

         

 
TITS, CHICKADEES & TITMICE PARIDAE   

 
Cinereous (Great) Tit Parus cinereus NUW, HOR, KAN 

   

         

 
NUTHATCHES SITTIDAE   

 
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis KIT, HOR, KAN 

   

         

 
BULBULS PYCNONOTIDAE   

 
Black-capped Bulbul (ES)  Pycnonotus melanicterus KIT, SIN 

    

 
Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer cafer MANY 

    

 
Yellow-eared Bulbul (ES) Pycnonotus penicillatus NUW, HOR, VIC 

   

 
White-browed Bulbul (ESS) Pycnonotus luteolus insulae COL, UDA, YAL, BUN, KAN 

 

 
Yellow-browed Bulbul (ESS) Iole indica guglielmi KIT, SIN 

    

 
Square-tailed (Black) Bulbul (ESS) Hypsipetes ganeesa humii KIT, SIN, HOR, KAN 

  

         

 
LEAF-WARBLERS PYLLOSCOPIDAE   

 
Green Warbler Phylloscopus nitidus KIT, SIN, HOR, KAN 

  

 
Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides KIT 

     

 
Large-billed Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris KIT, SIN, HOR, KAN 

  

         

 
REED-WARBLERS & ALLIES ACROCEPHALIDAE   

 
Blyth's Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum COL, UDA, HOR, KAN 

  

 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler (ESS) 

Acrocephalus stentoreus 
meridionalis BUN, TIS 
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GRASSBIRDS & ALLIES LOCUSTELLIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka Bush-Warbler (ES) Elaphrornis palliseri NUW, HOR 

    

         

 
CISTICOLAS & ALLIES CISTICOLLIDAE   

 
Zitting Cisticola (ESS) Cisticola juncidis omalurus COL, UDA, TIS, HOR 

  

 
Common Tailorbird (ESS) Orthotomus sutorius sutorius MANY 

    

 
Gray-breasted Prinia (ESS) Prinia hodgsonii pectoralis UDA 

     

 
Jungle Prinia (ESS) Prinia sylvatica valida KIT, KAN 

    

 
Ashy Prinia (ESS) Prinia socialis brevicauda COL 

     

 
Plain Prinia (ESS) Prinia inornata insularis COL, UDA, YAL, TIS 

  

         

 
PARROTBILLS, WRENTIT & ALLIES PARADOXORNITHIDAE   

 
Yellow-eyed Babbler (ESS) Chrysomma sinense nasale UDA 

     

         

 
WHITE-EYES, YUHINAS & ALLIES ZOSTEROPIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka White-eye (ES) Zosterops ceylonensis SIN, NUW, HOR 

   

 
Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus KIT, UDA, KAN 

   

         

 
TREE-BABBLERS, SCIMITAR-BABBLERS & ALLIES TIMALIIDAE   

 
Tawny-bellied Babbler (ESS) Dumetia hyperythra phillipsi KIT 

     

 
Dark-fronted Babbler (ESS) Rhopocichla atriceps nigrifrons KIT, SIN 

    

 
Sri Lanka Scimitar-Babbler (ES) Pomatorhinus melanurus KIT, SIN, NUW, HOR 

  

         

 
GROUND BABBLERS & ALLIES PELLORNEIDAE   

 
Brown-capped Babbler (ES) Pellorneum fuscocapillus KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
LAUGHINGTHRUSHES & ALLIES LEIOTHRICHIDAE   

 
Orange-billed Babbler (ES) Turdoides rufescens KIT, SIN 

    

 
Yellow-billed Babbler (ESS) Turdoides affinis taprobana MANY 

    

 
Ashy-headed Laughingthrush (ES) Garrulax cinereifrons SIN 
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OLD WORLD FLYCATCHERS MUSCICAPIDAE   

 
Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa latirostris SIN, TIS 

    

 
Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui KIT, SIN, UDA, VIC 

  

 
Indian Robin (ESS) Copsychus fulicatus leucopterus KIT, UDA, YAL, BUN, KAN 

 

 
Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis MANY 

    

 
White-rumped Shama (ESS) Copsychus malabaricus leggei UDA, YAL, KAN 

   

 
Tickell's Blue-Flycatcher (ESS) Cyornis tickelliae jerdoni KIT, KAN 

    

 
Dull-blue Flycatcher (ES) Eumyias sordidus HOR 

     

 
Indian Blue Robin Larvivora brunnea SIN, VIC 

    

 
Sri Lanka Whistling-Thrush (ES) Myophonus blighi NUW, HOR 

    

 
Kashmir Flycatcher Ficedula subrubra VIC 

     

 
Pied Bushchat (ESS) Saxicola caprata atratus NUW, HOR 

    

         

 
THRUSHES & ALLIES TURDIDAE   

 
Pied Thrush Geokichla wardii VIC 

     

 
Spot-winged Thrush (ES) Geokichla spiloptera KIT, SIN 

    

 
Orange-headed Thrush Geokichla citrina UDA 

     

 
Scaly (Sri Lanka/Ceylon) Thrush (ESS) Zoothera dauma imbricata SIN 

     

 
Indian Blackbird (ESS) Turdus simillimus kinnisii HOR 

     

 
Eyebrowed Thrush Turdus obscurus VIC 

     

         

 
STARLINGS STURNIDAE   

 
Southern (Lesser) Hill Myna Gracula indica KIT, KAN 

    

 
Sri Lanka (Hill) Myna (ES) Gracula ptilogenys SIN 

     

 
Common Myna (ESS) Acridotheres tristis melanosternus MANY 

    

 
White-faced Starling (ES) Sturnia albofrontata SIN 

     

 
Brahminy Starling Temenuchus pagodarum KAL 

     

 
Rosy Starling Pastor roseus KAL 

     

         

 
LEAFBIRDS CHLOROPSEIDAE    

 
Jerdon's Leafbird Chloropsis jerdoni TIS 
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Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons KIT, KAN 

    

         

 
FLOWERPECKERS DICAEIDAE   

 
Thick-billed Flowerpecker (ESS) Dicaeum agile zeylonicum KAL 

     

 
White-throated (Legge's) Flowerpecker (ES) Dicaeum vincens KIT, SIN 

    

 
Pale-billed Flowerpecker (ESS) 

Dicaeum erythrorhynchos 
ceylonense KIT, SIN, HOR, VIC 

  

         

 
SUNBIRDS & SPIDERHUNTERS NECTARINIIDAE   

 
Purple-rumped Sunbird (ESS) Leptocoma zeylonica zeylonica MANY 

    

 
Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus COL, KAL, YAL, TIS 

  

 
Long-billed (Loten's) Sunbird (ESS) Cinnyris lotenius lotenius COL, KIT, UDA, NUW 

  

         

 
WAGTAILS & PIPITS MOTACILLIDAE   

 
Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava thunbergi UDA 

     

 
Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola UDA 

     

 
Gray Wagtail Motacilla cinerea KIT, SIN, VIC 

   

 
White Wagtail Motacilla alba dukhunensis UDA 

     

 
Richard's Pipit Anthus richardi UDA, BUN 

    

 
Oriental (Paddyfield) Pipit Anthus rufulus UDA, YAL, BUN, VIC 

  

 
Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus KIT, UDA, VIC 

   

         

 
OLD WORLD SPARROWS  PASSERIDAE   

 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus YAL, NUW 

    

         

 
WEAVERS & ALLIES PLOCEIDAE   

 
Streaked Weaver Ploceus manyar KAL, TIS 

    

 
Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus KAL 

     

         

 
WAXBILLS & ALLIES ESTRILIDAE   

 
Indian Silverbill Euodice malabarica YAL 

     

 
White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata striata COL, KIT, SIN 
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Black-throated Munia (ESS) Lonchura kelaarti kelaarti COL, SIN 

    

 
Scaly-breasted Munia (Nutmeg Mannikin) Lonchura punctulata COL, SIN, UDA, YAL 

  

 
Tricolored (Black-headed) Munia Lonchura malacca malacca COL, KAL, UDA, YAL, TIS, BUN 

 

MAMMAL LIST 

 
ELEPHANTS ELEPHANTIDAE   

 
Asian Elephant Elephas maximus UDA, YAL 

    

         

 
OLD WORLD MONKEYS CERCOPITHECIDAE   

 
Toque Macaque Macaca sinica UDA, YAL, BUN, KAN 

  

 
Tufted Gray Langur Semnopithecus priam UDA, YAL 

    

 
Purple-faced Langur Trachypithecus vetulus KIT, HOR 

    

         

 
SQUIRRELS SCIURIDAE   

 
Grizzled Giant Squirrel Ratufa macroura KIT, SIN, UDA, YAL 

  

 
Indian Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista philippensis KAN 

     

 
Layard's Palm Squirrel Funambulus layardi KIT, SIN 

    

 
Indian Palm Squirrel Funambulus palmarum MANY 

    

 
Dusky Palm Squirrel Funambulus sublineatus NUW 

     

         

 
MICE, RATS, GERBILS, HAMSTERS etc. MURIDAE   

 
Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus SIN 

     

         

 
RABBITS, HARES LEPORIDAE   

 
Indian Hare Lepus nigricollis UDA, YAL, BUN 

   

         

 
FLYING FOXES, OLD WORLD FRUIT BATS PTEROPODIDAE   

 
Indian Flying-fox Pteropus giganteus  COL, TIS, KAN 
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CATS FELIDAE   

 
Leopard Panthera pardus YAL 

     

         

 
MONGOOSES HERPESTIDAE   

 
Indian Gray Mongoose Herpestes edwardsii  COL 

     

 
Ruddy Mongoose Herpestes smithii  UDA, YAL 

    

         

 
PIGS SUIDAE   

 
Boar Sus scrofa UDA, YAL 

    

         

 
DEER CERVIDAE   

 
Sambar Deer Cervus unicolor  YAL, HOR 

    

 
Chital (Spotted Deer) Axis axis UDA, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Indian Muntjac 

 
KAN 

     

         

 
BUFFALO, ANTELOPES, GOATS, etc. BOVIDAE   

 
Wild Asian Water Buffalo Bubalus arnee YAL 

      

REPTILE LIST 

 
TYPICAL SNAKES COLUBRIDAE   

 
Common Rough-sided Snake  Aspidura trachyprocta NUW 

     

 
Common Rat Snake Ptyas mucosa KAN 

     

         

 
VIPERS & PIT VIPERS VIPERIDAE   

 
Millard's Hump-nosed Pit Viper Hypnale nepa SIN 

     

 
Sri Lankan Green Pit Viper Trimeresurus trigonocephalus SIN 

     

         

 
AGAMID LIZARDS AGAMIDAE   

 
Green Garden Lizard Calotes calotes KIT 

     

 
Black-cheek Lizard Calotes nigrilabris HOR, NUW 
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Common Garden Lizard Calotes versicolor UDA, TIS 

    

 
Rhino-horn Lizard Ceratophora stoddartii NUW 

     

 
Kangaroo Lizard  Otocryptis wiegmanni KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
GECKOS GEKKONIDAE   

 
Asian House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus MANY 

    

         

 
SKINKS SCINCIDAE   

 
Common Skink Mabuya carinata lankae KIT, SIN, UDA 

   

         

 
TURTLES, TERRAPINS etc. GEOMYDIDAE   

 
Soft-shelled Terrapin Lissemys punctata UDA, BUN 

    

         

 
TORTOISES TESTUDINIDAE   

 
Star Tortoise Testudo elegans TIS 

     

         

 
CROCODILES CROCODYLIDAE   

 
Marsh Crocodile Cocodylus palustris YAL, BUN  

    

         

 
MONITORS VARANIDAE   

 
Land Monitor Varanus bengalensis YAL, TIS 

    

 
Water Monitor Varanus salvator kabaragoya COL, SIN, KAN 

    

BUTTERFLY LIST 

 
Sri Lanka Birdwing  Troides darsius 

 
Crimson Rose Pachliopta hector 

 
Common Rose Pachliopta aristolochiae 

 
Lime Butterfly Papilio demoleus 

 
Red Helen Papilio helenus 

 
Blue Mormon Papilio polymnestor 
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Bluebottle Graphium sarpedon 

 
Glassy Tiger Parantica aglea 

 
Plain Tiger Danaus chrysippus 

 
Common Crow Euploea core 

 

OTHERS 

 
Common Wood Frog Hylarana temporalis 

 
Kotagama's Toad Bufo kotogamai 

 

Water Monitor 

 


