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Flowering Meadows on the way to Swartberg Pass (Charley Hesse). 

 

This trip must cover more diverse landscapes, habitats and wildlife than almost any other in the world. From 
the semi-desert Karoo to the snowy Drakensberg mountains. From misty montane forests to open Acacia 
savanna. Birds from enormous ostriches, to tiny, dazzling sunbirds; 2 endemic bird families, the sugarbirds 
and rockjumpers; elegant cranes and interesting larks, each one with its own unique courtship display. A 
plethora of mammals from the amazing megafauna of Kruger to a whole array of interesting antelopes 
covering every part of the country. Plant life from massive Yellowwood trees to a huge variety beautiful 
Fynbos flowers. South Africa has it all. 
Some highlights of our trip included: coming face to face with the adorable African Penguins at Simon’s 
Town, finding Cape Rockjumper at Sir Lowry’s Pass, watching Southern Right Whales basking close to the 
coast at De Hoop Nature Reserve, eating our breakfast in Wilderness with the gorgeous Knysna Turaco 
just a few feet away, having a female Spotted Hyaena nursing its young right next to our car and watching 
a Leopard up a tree feeding on an Impala in Kruger, coming across rhinos on foot in Mkuze and then 
watching from the safety of a hide mud-bathing and rubbing themselves, and finally watching Lesotho being 
turned into a winter-wonderland as it snowed in the drakensberg mountains. It truly was the trip of a 
lifetime. 
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24th September – Arrival day 
Today was the official arrival day, but with people flying in at all hours, there was no birding as a group until 
the afternoon. Still, with such a wonderful location, people arriving early were getting dozens of lifers 
without even leaving the hotel. Cinnamon House backs on to a small reed-fringed lake that is just packed 
with water birds. Indeed from the huge living room window you could be comfortably seated while ticking off 
bird after bird. Great Crested Grebes displayed to each other and were joined on the water by White-
backed Duck, Cape Shoveler, Common Moorhen and Red-knobbed Coot. Greater Striped Swallows 
and Brown-throated Martins zipped backwards and forwards over the water catching insects. The 
endemic Hartlaub's Gull was common and was joined on the golf course opposite by Spotted Thick-
knee. Cape Sparrow, Southern Masked Weaver and Pin-tailed Whydah were present in the garden and 
we even saw a Peregrine Falcon catching a Laughing Dove which it proceeded to pluck on a rooftop 
nearby. The sheer number of new birds for everybody was almost overwhelming. 
 

 
Karoo Prinia & Southern Double-collared Sunbird (Charley Hesse). 

 
When the last participants had arrived, we took a short outing as a group to the nearby Koeberg Reserve. 
We stopped at a lake on the way adding Common Greenshank, Black-winged Stilt, White-throated 
Swallow and the beautiful Southern Red Bishop to our fledgling list. The reserve is centred around a 
nuclear reactor and surrounding it is some of the first quality Fynbos habitat north of Cape Town. Fynbos is 
a habitat unique to South Africa and the name comes from the Afrikaans for ‘Fine Bush’. Referring to the 
small leaves of some of the plants. It looks somewhat like a moor or heathland and is full of endemic birds. 
We didn’t even have to leave the parking lot before we started picking up new species. Here we saw Cape 
Bulbul, Cape Robin-Chat, Chestnut-vented Tit-babbler, Grey-backed Cisticola and Karoo Prinia. We 
started taking a walk nearby and continued to see many new species. We found some just-arrived 
European Bee-eaters along with Rock Martin, Common Fiscal, the dazzling Southern Double-collared 
Sunbird, Cape White-eye, Cape Weaver, some very vocal Yellow Canaries and a distant Black-
shouldered Kite. The bird of the day however had to be the Black Harrier, a beautiful and very rare 
raptor. We also had our first taste of South African mammals with Cape Mountain Zebra, Springbok and 
the tiny Steenbok. On way back we stopped by the side of the Rietvlei reserve and found Yellow-billed 
Duck, Red-billed Teal, African Sacred Ibis, Pied Kingfisher, Great White Pelican, African Spoonbill 
and Greater Flamingo. For a non birding day we had seen an inordinate number of birds. 
 
25th September – Pelagic trip/Paarl & Rooi Els 
Today the group of 7 split in to 2. I took 2 participants who had chosen to go on the optional pelagic tour 
while our other guide, Ethan, took the rest for some extra birding in the Cape Town area. I checked the 
night before and early in the morning that the pelagic was still running and it was all systems go. Many 
pelagics are cancelled due to strong winds and rough seas so when we were finally on board and pulling 
out of the harbour we breathed a sigh of relief. Not for long though as the sea was very choppy and we 
were holding on with all our strength. It was quite a rough ride but we all made it with just a few people 
succumbing to sea-sickness. We finally got to the open sea and started finding our pelagic birds. We did 
well, seeing 4 albatross species, namely Shy, Black-browed, Atlantic Yellow-nosed and the rare 
Southern Royal Albatross along with Southern Giant, Pintado & White-chinned Petrels, Sooty 
Shearwater, Wilson’s Storm-Petrel and Subantarctic Skua. When we pulled back into the harbour hours 
later we all felt like we had run a marathon. It was early afternoon and we still had plenty of time left to bird, 
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so we headed to a small reserve called Intaka Island where we saw many of the same waterbirds as 
yesterday but added Purple Heron, Glossy Ibis and a beautiful African Purple Swamphen. Other 
skulkers were present in the reeds like Little Rush and Lesser Swamp Warblers. 
 
The rest of our group had started their day inland from Cape Town in a town called Paarl. They first 
explored the Paarl Mountain Reserve where they saw 3 species of mousebirds, Black Sawwing, Olive 
Thrush, Fiscal Flycatcher, Cape Sugarbird, Orange-breasted & Malachite Sunbirds, Swee Waxbill, 
Cape & Streaky-headed Canaries. Then they descended the mountain and visited the wonderful Paarl 
Bird Sanctuary picking up new waterbirds like Black-necked Grebe, White-faced, African Black & 
Maccoa Ducks, Hottentot Teal and Malachite & Giant Kingfishers. After a lunch in Stellenbosch in the 
heart of the wine country, they cut down to the coast to Rooi Els to look for one of the top birds in the area, 
Cape Rockjumper. Despite strong winds, they found their bird and also saw many other good species, 
including: Cape Francolin, Alpine Swift, White-necked Raven, Familiar Chat, Cape Grassbird, 
Orange-breasted Sunbird and Cape Bunting. Going through the list in the evening both groups had to 
control their jealousy of what the other group had seen. 

 

 
      Cape Sugarbird on Protea flowers (Charley Hesse)            African Penguins at Simon’s Town (Keir Randall) 

 
26th September – Cape Peninsular 
Our day birding the Cape Peninsular started at the world famous Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. The 
gardens were delightful and full of birds. We found a flock straight away with species such as Cape Batis, 
Sombre Greenbul and Southern Boubou. The well laid out gardens had many lovely flowers, some 
visited by Southern Double-collared Sunbird and Cape White-eye. We looked for Lemon Dove in the 
Dell not expecting to see them but found them very quickly feeding on the forest floor nearby. They even 
stayed put for photos, a rare treat. Unfortunately the Spotted Eagle Owls were not in their regular spot. We 
left the gardens and spotted a Booted Eagle soaring in the distance just before getting back in the vehicle 
and moving on to the next location. We took a drive along one of the most scenic roads in the country, the 
Chapman’s Peak Road to Kommetjie. Here we found all 4 coastal cormorant species (White-breasted, 
Bank, Cape and Crowned Cormorants) and had a mini ID workshop in how to tell them apart. We also 
had African Black Oystercatcher on the rocks and Cape Gannet & White-chinned Petrels out at sea. 
We walked along the rocky peninsular and scoped some Swift & Common Terns. 
 
On to the Cape of Good Hope Nature Reserve. On the way in we spotted some small birds next to the road 
and pulled up. It was a pair of Cape Siskins but they flew off before anyone could get a good look at them. 
We called in first at the information centre to look at the exhibits, then scanned the hillsides outside and 
spotted 2 Bontebok in the distance. We had lunch at Cape Point and were joined by Cape Buntings that 
came in close looking for scraps. A mother and baby Chacma Baboon also walked around nearby but they 
were shooed off. The feeding of these animals is strongly discouraged as they can get accustomed to it 
and start misbehaving. After lunch we were ready to take a look at Cape Point, but then the heavens 
opened and we had to give up on the idea. By the time we had reached Boulders Beach near Simon’s 
Town, the rain had eased off a bit and we walked a short distance to see the African Penguins. They were 
real characters and 2 actually came and stood next to us.  
 
The last port of call was the Strandfontein Sewage works. On the way in we had a pair of Zitting Cisticolas 
in the long grass. This site is however much more famous for its water birds, and after signing in we 
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explored the pools with large numbers of ducks, flamingos and shorebirds. Many of these we had already 
seen, but we had fine views of numerous Southern Pochard, Maccoa & White-backed Duck. The latter 
making me look foolish for professing that they were difficult to see. We also spotted a pair of African Fish 
Eagles perched on a distant sign, preening. It had been a packed day of birding with over 100 species 
seen. We dropped our co-guide Ethan off and said goodbye to him before heading back to Tableview and a 
well deserved dinner. 
 
27th September – West Coast 
We started our day trip up the West Coast at a stake out for the endemic Cape Clapper-Lark. In season, 
these birds do a vocalization and flight display just after dawn. We were there nice and early and as soon 
as we got out of the vehicle we could hear the clapping sound close. The light wasn’t good but we could 
see the distinct flight display of the birds. We moved on to the Darling wildflower route and pulled off the 
main road to scan for Southern Black Korhaan which Fred eventually spotted in the distance. A little 
further on the road we found our first Blue Cranes. Stunningly beautiful birds and a strong candidate for 
bird of the trip. Next we got to a small wildflower reserve where we added Cloud Cisticola and Cape 
Longclaw. The latter an important bird for Keir as it was his 3000th species. Next stop was the wonderful 
West Coast National Park. On the way in we saw a pair of Ostriches with a surprising number of adorable 
chicks following them. Further on I heard an interesting vocalization which turned out to be the flight display 
of Karoo Lark. We went straight to the Geelbek hide scanning for shorebirds and found many, including: 
Curlew Sandpiper, Little Stint, Whimbrel and Common Ringed Plover to name but a few. We headed 
out towards the northern entrance finding more important targets on the way. The beautiful Black Harrier 
and the tiny and non-descript Cape Penduline-Tit. Before exiting the national park, we stopped to take 
photos of the Langebaan Lagoon from a view point but it turned into a good birding stop as well with Grey-
winged Francolin, Black-headed & Damara Canaries. Lucky for us, the canaries were currently 
undergoing a periodic eruption from their normal range.  
 

 
         The elegant Blue Crane (Charley Hesse)             A large group of Ostrich chicks (Charley Hesse)              

 
After lunch at a local diner, we moved on to the Langebaan Quarry for great views of an adult Verreaux’s 
Eagle on a nest with a chick. A rare sight to enjoy. We moved on to the Vredenberg area where we tried for 
the endemic Cape Long-billed Lark which we only heard one distantly, but had good looks of an 
Anteating Chat being mobbed by a pair of Rock Martins. Our last site to bird was the Veldriff area where 
we had large numbers of Lesser & Greater Famingos and managed to find a single Chestnut-banded 
Plover amongst the more common White-fronted Plovers. It was a long drive back after a very productive 
day. 
 
28th September – Sir Lowry’s Pass to De Hoop  
We set off early to try and beat the traffic in Cape Town. This morning we were birding the famous Sir 
Lowry’s pass for the Cape Rock-Jumper, which those of us that joined the optional Pelagic trip still hadn’t 
seen yet. From the car park we set off along the trail, warming ourselves in the early morning sun. The 
conditions couldn’t have been better and even the wind was low. A rare treat at the pass. We started ticking 
off birds straight away with some vocal Cape Grassbirds and African Stonechat. From the cliff faces up 
slope I heard a familiar song and playing the call of the Cape Siskin, one flew straight down and perched 
very nearby offering scope views. A difficult bird and especially nice after just missing it at the Cape of 
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Good Hope. We arrived at the site of some historical wagon tracks where the Boers had taken their wagons 
to escape from the British. As well as the historical significance, it is one of the best spots for the endemic 
Cape Rockjumper. Having missed the birds here on previous tours I wasn’t overly optimistic, but sure 
enough a family of them popped up on top of a nearby rocky outcrop and sat there, giving us fantastic 
scope views. We walked down the hill though patches of beautiful wild flowers to a stake out of the elusive 
Victorin’s Warbler. We soon heard one calling and managed to entice it from the dense vegetation which 
it likes, giving us good views of its yellow iris, grey head and orange underparts. Both our targets in the 
bag, we set off for Bredasdorp where we had a nice lunch outside. 
 
Continuing towards the De Hoop Nature Reserve we found a Karoo Korhaan in a field full of sheep. 
Everything was going so well, then disaster struck. We had a tire blow out which took a while to fix and we 
were aided by very kind South African family. Once fixed, we decided that it would be safer to go and buy a 
new tire in case we had another flat. On the way back into town we saw Denham’s Bustard, our main 
target of the afternoon. Every cloud has a silver lining. We finally arrived at Buchu Bushcamp which was in 
a beautiful setting. Some of us took a walk and found the difficult Southern Tchagra. Despite our set 
backs, it had been a very productive day for our target birds. We sat down to dinner keeping warm near the 
open fire. Buchu Bushcamp had been open for 11 years and was a delightful wooden building with a 
thatched roof. Fate would have it that disaster would strike on the night that we stayed there. We noticed 
some glowing ashes falling from the ceiling and it seemed that somehow, the thatch had caught fire. The 
fire spread quickly and we moved back to the safety of our rooms in separate buildings while the staff tried 
to fight the fire. Despite their best efforts and those of the arriving neighbours, the fire continued to spread 
and the main building burnt down. It was very sad to see such a beautiful place destroyed. We were found 
alternative accommodation inside De Hoop nature reserve. We were thankfully all safe and had even 
escaped with all our belongings, but we were very sad for the owners of the hotel who had lost everything. 
We enjoyed a nice meal in the reserve and a comfortable bed in our comfortable new rooms, feeling very 
fortunate. 
 

 
      The skulking Victorin’s Warbler (Charley Hesse)              Breath-taking scenery at De Hoop (Fred Peters) 

 
29th September – De Hoop to Wilderness  
We started birding at the De Hoop Vlei, a great place for water birds but also a good place to see the 
Southern Tchagra. When we arrived, the tchagra wasn’t evident so we concentrated on water birds and 
found most of the ducks including some diminutive Hottentot Teal. Also present were several shorebirds 
with Wood Sandpiper and Ruff new for the trip. A large family of over 40 Chacma Baboons also patrolled 
the edge making some of the birds understandably nervous. We walked along a bit further and finally came 
across a Southern Tchagra that entertained us with its interesting vocalisation and flight display. We went 
back to pick up those that had decided to sleep in a little and went for breakfast. Before breakfast we heard 
the distinct vocalization of the Acacia Pied Barbet and we chased it around until we had a nice view up in 
a large fig tree. Next we took a drive down to the coast in the Koppe Aileen sector of the park. From the car 
park we walked until we had a view of the sea and immediately saw several Southern Right Whales 
bobbing in the clear blue sea. We walked to the top of some dunes and had an incredible view down the 
coast and even better views of more whales flapping their flippers, tails and 1 even floating upside down for 
a while. The view was absolutely spectacular and we enjoyed this scene for some time before we had to 



Tropical Birding                        www.tropicalbirding.com    6 

go. Back at the car park, tame Cape Francolins and Cape Robin-Chat hopped around our feet, looking for 
scraps. 
 
We had a long drive ahead of us and after picking up our trusty trailer we were on our way. We still had a 
couple of important birds to pick up in the area, the first of which was the Agulhas Long-billed Lark. One 
treated us to a wonderful array of vocalizations and a swooping flight display. We didn’t have time to visit 
the Cape Vulture colony but we were lucky enough to see these locally rare birds on the way to Malagas, 
the last hand-pulled ferry crossing in South Africa. After seemingly endless stretches of gravel roads, we 
finally made it to the highway and lunch at a farm stall called the Blue Crane. We now made better time and 
we watched the habitat out the window changing from farmland to forest and the beginning of the Garden 
Route. We stopped briefly to try unsuccessfully for Knysna Warbler and African Finfoot before arriving at 
the Kingfisher Lodge which would be our home for the next 2 nights. 
 

 
          Agulhas Long-billed Lark (Charley Hesse)                      Knysna Turaco at Wilderness (Charley Hesse) 

 
30th September 
After missing Knysna Warbler yesterday, we had our last chance this morning of finding this elusive 
endemic. We were at the stake out nice and early but there was no answer to our call. We tried another 
spot and finally heard the unmistakeable song nearby. This of course didn’t mean that we saw the bird 
straight away, but after a couple of flashes of brown, it perched to sing from an exposed branch for quite a 
while and we had a nerve-racking time describing its location to each other until we all had it. We also saw 
a Chorister Robin-Chat hopping out on the grass verges. Normally this is a tricky bird to see. Next on the 
agenda was the Wilderness National Park. There were several trails here, all named after different types of 
kingfisher. We decided to check out the Half-collared Kingfisher trail which led through nice forest along the 
edge of the river. After a short distance I heard the distinctive call of the Blue-mantled Crested-
Flycatcher. A striking but skulking bird that came out to our psshing. Most of us had sufficient views before 
it melted back into the forest. One bird that everybody wanted to see was of course the stunning Knysna 
Turaco. We followed the boardwalk up to a look out over the river and spotted a pair of these birds with 
their bright red flight feathers, flying between trees. When they landed though they all but disappeared. 
Further on we came across some delightful Green Wood-Hoopoes making their distinctive cackling 
noises. At a lookout over the river we scanned for kingfishers unsuccessfully but we did hear the rare 
Knysna Woodpecker which called once, then no more. Other birds seen along this trail were a female 
Narina Trogon, Black-backed Puffback and Terrestrial Brownbul 
 
We went back for a late breakfast and Sue, the owner of the hotel, started putting out food on the bird table. 
We could not believe the variety of birds that came in. They were so close and so tame, some even landed 
on her hand to eat cheese. Forest Canary, Common & Swee Waxbills came in to feed on seed while a 
Fork-tailed Drongo sung from a branch, almost in touching distance. The star of the show was of course 
the Knysna Turaco which gave amazing views. After breakfast we took a walk around the camp site by the 
national park headquarters and saw a few nice birds like Pied Kingfisher. The best bird though, was the 
amazing African Paradise Flyatcher. We drove on to check out some bird hides by the lakes, the first 
being the Malachite Kingfisher hide. We did not see this bird here, but on the way to a second hide we 
crossed a narrow water channel which looked perfect, and sure enough, there was a Malachite Kingfisher 
perched on the bank. At the Rondevlei bird hide we had a lot more birds. A nice selection of shore birds, 
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cormorants and ducks. The highlight though was the skulking Black Crake, which came out of the reeds to 
feed along the edge, giving us scope views.  
 
Next we went to the Big Tree. A huge 800 year-old Outeniqua Yellowwood. After a sandwich here we took 
a walk in the woods. We found the lovely Yellow-throated Woodland-Warbler straight away, but after that 
things got a little quiet. We were trying for White-starred Robin, and at one point Guy saw a bird moving in 
response to the tape. I followed it in and caught a glimpse, but it disappeared from view and couldn’t be 
persuaded to show itself again. We would have to try again for this bird another morning. We did have a 
Red-chested Cuckoo calling and we had a few flybys of this bird but we just couldn’t get it perched. On 
the way back we stopped at the bridge again. There was no sign of Knysna Woodpecker but we went in the 
camp site and Martha spotted our third kingfisher of the day, the Half-collared Kingfisher. After a nice 
dinner at an Italian restaurant in town, some of us decided to go owling. We found a Fiery-necked Nightjar 
near the hotel and then went back to one of the trails to listen for owls but heard nothing. We did however 
hear a distant Buff-spotted Flufftail. 
 
1st October 
We had breakfast at dawn and watched the birds start coming in to the feeders on the balcony. The friendly 
drongo family perched on the hand of anyone with cheese. Red-necked Francolins dust-bathed at the 
edge of the lawn and Knysna Turacos waited patiently for their breakfast. After a sad goodbye to the very 
friendly owners, we were on our way to the Karoo National Park via the Swartberg Pass. Our first birding 
stop was at the base of the pass at an area with a large stand of Protea nitida. The food plant of the rare 
Protea Canary. We tried for the bird here and a little higher up without success. We saw a few Cape 
Sugarbirds and Orange-breasted Sunbirds but had now dipped on this tricky species. Higher up we 
stopped for scenery photos and added a bonus Sentinal Rock-Thrush. Further stops added Booted 
Eagle and Alpine Swift. The scenery was quite breath-taking. We continued making occasional stops all 
the way down the other side and finally made it to the bottom where we reached some very wild scenery 
and a pair of Cape Rock-Thrushes.  
 

 
          Orange-breasted Sunbird (Charley Hesse)                            Sentinel Rock-Thrush (Charley Hesse) 

 
We came out of the gorge into the Karoo, a vastly different habitat. At an early stop in some Acacia forest, 
we saw Pririt Batis, Pale-winged Starling and the target Namaqua Warbler. After lunch at a nice farm 
stall we reached the highway and made better time, finally reaching the gates of the Karoo National Park. It 
was a very desolate landscape. We walked a short trail which was very quiet and only produced a couple of 
very different looking Mountain Wheatears and a nice male Dusky Sunbird. Our last birding for the day 
was to check out the nice Acacia forest around the Interpretive Centre. There wasn’t much life yet but we 
did manage to pick up the attractive Fairy Flycatcher before heading back to the centre for dinner. 
 
2nd October 
Before breakfast, we went back to the Interpretive centre to check the Acacias and garden. As expected, it 
was a lot more active than the previous evening and we found Karoo Thrush, Brown-hooded Kingfisher 
& Willow Warbler as well as better views of Fairy Flycatcher. We saw many weavers, canaries and 
mousebirds coming in to drink at the pond and on a lawn nearby we added Southern Grey-headed 
Sparrow and a Vlei Rat. We went back for a ‘leisurely breakfast’ before setting off for the Klipspringer 



Tropical Birding                        www.tropicalbirding.com    8 

Pass. On the way up we saw a beautiful male Short-toed Rock-Thrush, a  pair of Verreaux’s Eagles 
soaring majestically above the valley and a small group of Greater Kudu running up the hillside. We were 
searching for 2 very tricky species today. The African Rock Pipit and Cinnamon-breasted Warbler both 
of which we heard on the way up but we were unable to entice them out into view.  
 
At the Klipspringer pass, we were unsurprised to find a pair of Klipspringers at close range. We also saw 
more raptors in the form of Red-chested Sparrowhawk and Booted Eagle before arriving at the 
spectacular lookout point at Rooi Valle. Again we tried unsuccessfully for the Cinnamon-breasted Warbler 
but we did see many Pale-winged and Red-winged Starlings flying back and forth across the valley. 
Driving further along the plateau, we came across the Karoo endemic Red-eared Warbler which, very un-
warbler like, cocked its long tail in the air and ran along the ground. We also found another target, the 
Karoo Long-billed Lark. Our second long-billed lark species of the trip. The road made a gradual descent 
from the plateau on this side and it was a long drive to complete the loop back to the camp. On the way we 
found our first Gemsbok, a type of oryx found in the dry regions of south western Africa, and also several 
confusing chat species. After finding Sickle-winged, Tractrac & finally Karoo Chats, we now had a chat 
clean-sweep and mercifully didn’t have to squint at any more rumps and outer tail feathers. Before getting 
back for lunch, we stopped at a picnic area where we saw Yellow-bellied Eremomela, Cardinal 
Woodpecker and Pririt Batis. 
 

 
   The view from our chalets at Karoo NP (Fred Peters)                    A pair of Steenbok (Charley Hesse) 

 
After lunch we had some time to relax in our chalets and avoid the midday sun. Some people saw a large 
troop of baboons passing close by the camp site, the other side of the electrified fence. In the afternoon we 
did the lower Lammetjieslaggte Loop. It was fairly quiet, but we did find Karoo Korhaan, Ostrich, our first 
Sabota Lark (the large-billed Western form) and some beautiful European Bea-eaters as well as a pair of 
Steenbok, Springbok with babies and a delightful troop of Vervet Monkeys. On the way back we saw 
some gorgeous, close-range Pale Chanting Goshawks. After dinner we went on our long awaited night 
drive where we added Burchell’s Zebra, African Wildcat and Cape Hare to our mammal list. 
 
3rd October 
We left early and set off for the Klipspringer pass, trying parking spots all the way up for African Rock 
Pipit. We heard distant ones but none close. Then I spotted a pair next to the road but before anyone else 
could get on them, they flew off. We followed them along and had another brief fly-by but nobody else had 
good looks. As we reached the top of the plateau, Fred spotted a Verreaux’s Eagle perched when 
scanning the white wash on the cliff faces above the valley and we had great scope views of this huge bird. 
At the Rooi Valle view point we tried again for the Cinnamon-breasted Warbler without success. We had 
our last looks at the spectacular scenery and started heading down checking at likely spots for the warbler 
and pipit on the way, but no luck. Our birding in Karoo was finished and after packing up we were on our 
way back to Cape Town and an onwards flight to Johannesburg for the next section of the trip. 
 
4th October 
After breakfast, we were picked up by our driver Petrus from the hotel in Johannesburg. It was quite a long 
drive to our first site in the east, the South African birding Mecca, Wakkerstroom.  We added a few species 
on the way, including Common Myna, South African Cliff Swallow and our first Long-tailed Widowbirds 
at a petrol station. On the last section from Volkrust to Wakkerstroom, we took a few more birding stops, 
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picking up White Stork and some beautiful Blue Korhaans. We checked in to our hotel and had lunch 
before taking an afternoon drive. We did a loop near town, picking up Sentinel Rock-Thrush and Buff-
streaked Chat but missing Yellow-breasted Pipit and Ground Woodpecker. It appeared that our target 
Grey Crowned Cranes were not nesting around the lake in town yet, so we searched ploughed fields on the 
loop without success. We did find another major target of the trip though, the unique Secretarybird, 
stalking through a field of long grass on its stilt-like legs. Also, in the farmland we had nice views of both 
Red-winged and Swainson’s Francolin. We spent the last hour of the day by the marsh near town, being 
frustrated with fleeting glimpses of African Rail. We did see a Southern Bald Ibis fly by though, but 
unfortunately some people had already succumbed to the cold retired to the vehicle. As the light faded, I 
checked a roosting site for Spotted Eagle-Owl but couldn’t find them, so tried the call and heard a reply. 
Then one popped out in full view for everyone to see. A great way to end the day. 
 

 
       The long-legged Secretarybird (Charley Hesse)                      Cape Canaries bathing (Charley Hesse) 

 
5th October 
We picked up Lucky, our local guide, at the Birdlife centre just outside of town. Whilst he was checking for 
bustards nearby we found our first new bird of the day. The Red-throated Wryneck which flew in to the 
tape straight away. We went back to the marsh again and this time got views of an African Rail with a 
juvenile. From there, we started driving down a dirt road, stopping to look at a singing Dark-capped Yellow 
Warbler on the way. We came to a nice forest patch where we found Barratt’s Warbler relatively easily, 
plus Drakensberg Prinia and Brown-backed Honeybird. Our first honeyguide of the trip. We carried on 
down the hill and stopped for a roadside breakfast. It was quite a birdy spot and we added Village Weaver, 
Black-collared Barbet and had better views of Black-headed Oriole and African Paradise Flycatcher.  
 
Next we drove down onto the plains scanning for Korhaans. The local guide knew just the best spots and 
we had soon found Barrow’s Korhaan, getting good scope views. We also added Plain-backed Pipit, 
Wailing Cisticola, Rufous-naped Lark and Red-billed Quelea. We then checked out the road to a 
reservoir where we found a nice female Black-bellied Bustard. Our 6th member of this family. Then onto a 
small wetland area were we added African Jacana, Great Egret plus Cape, Yellow-fronted and Black-
throated Canaries bathing. On the way back we searched in vain for Wattled Crane but did have close 
views of another amazing Secretarybird right next to the road and better views of Southern Bald Ibis. 
 
In the afternoon we were after larks. First off the bat we saw a couple of Spike-heeled Larks by the 
roadside with their thin decurved bills and short tails. Next we went to some private land where we paid a 
small entry fee and some of the participants gave pencils to the children. We walked around looking for 
Yellow-breasted Pipit which we flushed but only Lucky saw. We also flushed Rudd’s Lark and he made 
us all get back in and approach it using the vehicle as a hide and got great views. It was an impressive 
technique. The last site was for Pink-billed and Botha’s Larks. It was a long drive out but we added a 
roadside Eastern Clapper Lark. The light was fading by the time we found our last 2 target species, but we 
finally had scope views of Pink-billed Larks and flight views of Botha’s where we clearly saw their short 
tails and distinctive white, and not buff outer tail feathers. It was a long drive back in the dark after a very 
long but productive day. 
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6th October 
We left early heading towards Kruger National Park. I was strict on the group, allowing few birding stops, 
which would mean we had more time to spend in Kruger. However, when I spotted a Hamerkop on top of a 
water tank by the side of the road, I was forced to get the driver to slam his brakes on. We finally arrived at 
the Malelani Gate of Kruger and all got out to stretch our legs. Straight away we had our first Bataleur 
quickly followed by a Southern White-crowned Shrike. While I was away sorting out our entry permit, the 
group found a White-fronted Bee-eater. The onslaught of new birds had started. On the way to lunch at 
the Berg-en-Daal camp we had to be selective with our stops, one of the first of which was a large Brown 
Snake-Eagle perched high up in a tree. A delightful pair of Chinspot Batises hopped in the top of a high 
tree and a Black-crowned Tchagra on a low branch. A stunning pair of long-tailed Magpie Shrikes posed 
well but a Tambourine Dove was only a brief flyby. 
 
After a quick lunch at Berg & Daal we walked down to the dam scanning over the water’s edge and saw 
African Wattled Lapwing, Common Sandpiper, Water Thick-knee and a Burchell’s Coucal hiding 
under some bushes. Somebody pointed out that the directions given to indicate the location of birds, were 
things like: ‘On the hippo’s back’ or ‘right of the crocodile’. Lesser Striped & Wire-tailed Swallows zipped 
back and forth across the water and we also had a nice Red-faced Cisticola hiding in a bush before we 
had to move on. Our last bird here was the beautiful Purple-crested Turaco, who’s calls we followed to a 
big tree near the car park until we found it hidden inside. Just a few kilometers from camp I spotted some 
birds with white flashes in their wings which we stopped and reverse to check out. I couldn’t believe when I 
set my eyes on a group of Retz’s Helmetshrikes right next to the road. Normally a very difficult bird to see. 
We had our first Red-billed Oxpeckers perched on our first giraffes and impalas. We stopped at a bridge 
over a small stream and somebody spotted a Natal Francolin coming into drink and also our first Green-
backed Heron just across from it. Lilac-breasted Roller was a bird that people had been asking me 
nervously about for days. When I said they were common in Kruger, they said they would give me the 
benefit of the doubt. Today we saw several including a great photo opportunity. We also had the less 
common Purple Roller perched high up in a distant tree with a Grey Go-away bird.  
 

 
            A Spotted Hyaena nursing (Charley Hesse)            A Leopard in a tree with its Impala kill (Charley Hesse) 

 
We had our first hornbills in the shape of Red-billed & Southern Yellow-billed Hornbills, both of which 
turned out to be fairly common. A small brown bird hopping on the ground was a Rattling Cisticola and 
straight afterwards we also had our first Long-billed Crombec. Some Crested Francolins crossed the 
road stopping at the edge to give us great views, our first Tawny Eagle soared overhead and a small flock 
of Blue Waxbills fed on the open ground right next to the vehicle. There were so many new birds but 
mammals also vied for attention. We were lucky to witness a Spotted Hyena female nursing young by the 
side of the road in full view but the highlight of the day was seeing a Leopard up a tree eating a young 
Impala. An animal very high on everybody’s wish lists. Whilst I checked into Skukuza, everyone stood 
around outside getting stuck in to the large number of new birds, including Bronze Mannikin and Collared 
Sunbird. After quickly throwing our things in our rooms, we were straight back outside for birding. We took 
a walk around the camp, seeing Yellow-breasted Apalis in some tangly trees, a White-browed 
Robinchat hopping on a lawn and 3 funny Tawny-flanked Prinias trying to roost on a blade of grass that 
was blatantly to thin to hold their weight. It became too dark to bird and we were dragged kicking and 
screaming back to our rooms to get ready for dinner. 
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7th October 
At first light we took a walk around Skukuza camp. The first new bird of the day was a real surprise, Green 
Twinspot. This scarce and difficult to see bird is usually one of the targets on the extension, so it was 
especially nice to pick up a female and juveniles here. We seemed to find new birds every few minutes and 
they came in thick and fast. We added a Bearded Scrub-Robin with a delightful song, Brubru, Brown-
crowned Tchagra, Greater Blue-eared & Burchell’s Starlings, Marico, White-bellied, Scarlet-chested 
& Collared Sunbirds, Lesser Masked & Spectacled Weavers and some Red-billed Fire-Finches. On 
the way to breakfast, we also had scope views of African Green Pigeons. After breakfast, we loaded up 
the vehicle and I went to checkout. When I had got back, people had just added another new species, 
White-throated Robin-Chat. We got back in the vehicle, but had to get out again when a Southern Black 
Tit appeared in the bush next to us. The birds finally let us leave and we made our way to Satara via a 
picnic area where we only added African Mourning Dove but had great photo opportunities for Southern 
Yellow-billed Hornbill and Greater Blue-eared Starlings which were hanging around the tables looking 
for scraps and a Vervet Monkey actually grooming a Bushbuck! 
 
There was good birding on the way to Satara and we added African White-backed & Hooded Vultures, 
African Grey & Crowned Hornbills and a soaring Wahlberg’s Eagle. Psshing also brought in a number 
of smaller birds, like White-browed Scrub-Robin, Green-winged Pytilia and Golden-breasted Bunting. 
We had large numbers of non-breeding-plumaged queleas and widowbirds, one of the few of which we 
could confidently identify was the White-winged Widowbird. Two of the birding highlights of the morning 
came within 5 minutes of each other. First we found an adult and juvenile Saddle-billed Stork at a 
waterhole, and straight afterwards the hulking figures of 2 Southern Ground Hornbills stalking through the 
grass with their sinister-looking bills and weird red-facial skin. The action kept on coming as we saw our first 
Lions lazing on a grassy bank, huge Buffalos walking through the bush, many Elephants, several White 
Rhinos and yet another Leopard in a tree to crown ‘The Big Five’ in just a couple of hours. Amazing. 
 

 
   Vervet Monkey grooming a Bushbuck (Fred Peters)                 A confiding Crested Barbet (Fred Peters)                           

 
We arrived in Satara and immediately found the big, messy stick nests of Red-billed Buffalo-Weavers. 
Bulky black birds with red bills and white flashes in the wings. At lunch we had a Crested Barbet at close 
quarters, and on enquiring with some gardeners, I managed to learn the whereabouts of an African Scops 
Owl which was so close, you could almost touch it. Just after we left the camp we spotted a pair of Brown-
headed Parrots in flight but hoped we would see more of these perched later. The afternoon drive to 
Olifants was quieter than the morning but we still added some nice birds, such as a beautiful adult Bataleur 
at a water hole, a great view of a lovely little Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove and Namaqua Doves getting 
very close to the feet of some elephants at a water hole. The highlight of the afternoon though was finding 
the enormous Kori Bustard striding majestically through the long grass. 
 
We made our way towards Olifants, a beautiful hill top rest camp with one of the best views in the park. 
Before arriving we took a look at a viewpoint over the Olifants River where we spotted our first Yellow-
billed Stork. Driving along the entry road up to Olifants we found a group of noisy Arrow-marked 
Babblers and further on flushed a juvenile African Hawk Eagle, noting the distinctive patterning on its 
wings. We checked in and got our keys, then took a walk around the grounds, finding the attractively-
marked Kurrichane Thrush, a stunning male Red-headed Weaver and the uncommon Cutthroat Finch. 



Tropical Birding                        www.tropicalbirding.com    12 

We also had our first Marabou Stork soaring overhead. Definitely BVD. Better view desired. After this we 
ended up at the view point at the restaurant for which Olifants is famous. From here we spent some time 
scanning with the scopes, finding many of the water bird species we had already seen but added a pair of 
White-crowned Lapwings which Keir spotted. 
 
8th October 
It was going to be hard to top the quantity and quality of yesterday’s sightings but we were up early and 
ready to give it a try. We took a walk around the camp looking for new birds. Straight away, we found the 
dainty Grey Tit-Flycatcher vocalizing, followed by a beautifully patterned female Black Cuckooshrike. An 
attractive male Mocking Cliff-Chat sung from the roof of one of the larger buildings, a pair of Jameson’s 
Firefinches fed on the ground and we spotted a beautiful male Violet-backed Starling hiding in a tree. I 
saw a bird flew in and it was immediately mobbed by the surrounding species. I got the scope on it to find a 
tiny Pearl-spotted Owlet with a very stern expression on its face. Our smallest owl of the trip. We sat down 
for breakfast outside on the veranda of the restaurant and enjoyed the amazing view across the Olifants 
River. While we were waiting for our breakfast to come, Keir spotted a Goliath Heron, another new bird for 
the trip. After breakfast we set off for a day trip to the Letaba area. There were a lot of birds around as we 
descended from Olifants. Studying carefully the flocks of non-breeding plumage widowbirds, we found 
some with black primaries which distinguished them as Red-collared. Immitating a Pearl-spotted Owlet call 
brought in many birds, including the uncommon Stierling’s Wren-Warbler while our first Black-chested 
Snake Eagle soared overhead. 
 
On the way to Letaba, we went to check out a sighting of a supposed 1000 buffalos but only found a 
measly 100. On the way, someone spotted a korhaan by the roadside and we reversed to try and find it 
again. As usual with korhaans, it had crept stealthily away but we managed to relocate it and add our 8th 
member of the bustard family. The Red-crested Korhaan. We also saw many Cape, White-backed and 
Hooded Vultures gathering, although we didn’t spot a carcass. We had lunch at Letaba and scanned the 
river from the restaurant area, finding some Collared Pratincoles on the muddy bank upstream. We took 
another stroll around the camp and found another African Scops-Owl and had scope views of Brown-
headed Parrot. After lunch we went to check out a great hide for waterbirds, where we added Squacco 
Heron, African Openbill and Whiskered Tern along with better views of Ruff, Collared Pratincole, 
Hippos and many other waterbirds. 
 

 
     White-backed & Hooded Vultures (Charley Hesse)             A Lion sleeping after a busy day (Guy Zenaitis) 

 
On the way back to camp, we saw an Accipiter fly across the road and pulled up to get a good look at a 
juvenile Gabar Goshawk with its reddish cere & legs, barred belly and streaky breast. We had heard from 
another South African that some lions had been seen quite close to our camp so last call of the day, we 
went to check that out. Earlier in the day they had apparently been seen mating. We arrived a little too late 
though and a pair were laying next to each other fast asleep. Time was getting on and we headed back to 
camp for our last stroll. I had set myself the target of 20 trip birds for the day and we were only on 17. We 
scanned from the viewpoint, finding yet more Saddle-billed Storks and several  shorebirds. Most were the 
same species we had already seen but we did manage to add a distant Marsh Sandpiper. Just before 
dark we came across the distinct call of a camaroptera. We had already seen these birds, but Guy wanted 
a better look. He noticed it actually had a grey back rather than green, and sure enough it turned out to be 
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the Grey-backed Camaroptera. Another new trip bird. We were actually very close to where the range of 
these 2 species meet. At dusk we waited patiently for nightjars and one finally flew over head. We were not 
happy with the ID just yet until it dropped down on the road ahead of us calling its head off. It was a 
Square-tailed Nightjar. We called it a day and went to freshen up before dinner. 
 
9th October 
With a very long drive today, we had no time left to bird in Kruger. We had a short list of birds and 
mammals that we were allowed to stop for, one of them being the enormous Martial Eagle. Guy spotted a 
juvenile perched high up in a large tree and we watched it for a short time before continuing our drive to the 
park gate. Here we jumped out for a quick photo in front of the sign and Keir spotted another new bird for 
us: a pair of Groundscraper Thrushes. We were on our way again and only a quick breakfast stop before 
arriving in the city of Polokwane for a spot of midday birding at the Polokwane Game Reserve. Here we 
were in Kalahari scrub that held many new possible birds for us. We arrived in the car park and saw White-
browed Sparrow-Weaver straight away. We started driving around a loop drive. It was baking hot but we 
still managed to find some Scaly-feathered Finches and Burnt-necked Eremomelas. We came across a 
pond with many birds coming in to drink, including: Violet-eared Waxbill, Crimson-breasted Shrike and 
Great Sparrow. We waited for Black-faced Waxbills and none came in, but further on in the loop we 
came across a group. Unfortunately they disappeared inside the bushes before everyone got on them. I 
tried to bring them back out with Pearl-spotted Owlet calls, but instead we drew out Marico Flycatchers. 
Also new to the trip. Our birding time for the main tour was over and we made a bee-line back to 
Johannesburg. 
 
10th October 
Today was the start of the Barrier of Spears Extension. We left Johannesburg heading South to Kwazulu-
Natal and Mkuze where we would start our birding. There were a lot of road works and we arrived at Ghost 
Mountain Inn later than expected. It was a beautiful place with hundreds of weaver nests in the front. We 
went to put our bags in our rooms and taking a look out the window a large African Goshawk flew by. We 
all burst out into the gardens to chase it but it was long gone. We took an afternoon drive in to Mkuze 
Game Reserve. There had been lots of burning and it looked quite desolate. Later we found that these had 
been controlled burns to improve grazing for the animals. We had good views of a Giraffe next to the road, 
Burchell’s Zebras and some beautiful Nyala antelopes which were new for the trip. Bird activity was low 
but we did add a distant White-eared Barbet and had a brief fly over of Trumpeter Hornbills on one of the 
trails. There was a spot I knew for Pel’s Fishing Owl out the back of the reserve but when we arrived there 
after dark, the river was dry. We drove back to our hotel for dinner and a wonderful display of Zulu singing 
and dancing. 
 

 
          A thirsty Burchell’s Zebra (Keir Randall)                            Traditional Zulu dancing (Guy Zenaitis) 

 
11th October 
Entering the park we found it a lot more active than the previous day. We heard a Striped Kingfisher and 
got good looks of it up in the trees. We then spotted a Lappet-faced Vulture on a nest with an ugly little 
chick sticking its head out. Next some Yellow-throated Petronias looking like out of place female House 
Sparrows. We were heading towards 2 hides in the reserve that are located within sand forest. On the way 
we saw Croaking Cisticola on the ground and a Striped Pipit singing up in a tree.  At the Kumasinga hide 
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car park there was a lot of activity and we added some great birds like Grey Penduline Tit, Rudd’s Apalis 
and Grey Waxbill. There was a short walk to the hide from where we had close views of a waterhole or 
what should have been one. All that was left was a pool of mud. Two White Rhinos had just taken a mud 
bath and gave us a wonderful exhibition of rubbing themselves on a fallen trunk. Other animals came in the 
hope of water but were disappointed. A Male Nyala tried to dig a hole in the mud in the hope of creating a 
little pool of water, an adult and juvenile Warthogs swum around in the mud trying to find the last remnants 
of water. A Vervet Monkey did the same. It was one of the most serious droughts on record and the 
gathering rainclouds would come too late for some. We continued our drive spotting some nice birds on the 
way, like Common Scimitarbill, Bennett’s Woodpecker and the restricted Neergard’s Sunbird. As soon 
as we got out of the vehicle at the Ensumo Pan picnic site, we were surrounded by birds. A Square-tailed 
Drongo was mobbing a Little Sparrowhawk. On the pan itself we saw a pair of distant Pink-backed 
Pelicans in flight, a lone Wooly-necked Stork and our first Barn Swallows. In the trees around the picnic 
site, we added Ashy Flycatcher and Red-capped Robin-Chat. 
 

 
       A Warthog searching for water (Keir Randall)            Crested Guineafowl having a bad hair day (Charley Hesse) 

 
It was time for lunch and we headed to the amusingly named ‘Rhino Dine-O’. We placed our orders and 
half the group went to use the bathrooms. When we got back, we found we had been ‘gripped off’ as the 
others has all just seen a Red-fronted Tinkerbird. From lunch we also had a comical covey of Crested 
Guineafowl. They were very tame and came in close to check us out. The plumage on their heads looking 
like a curly-perm gone wrong. We drove out the back entrance of the reserve stopping at Muzi Pan on the 
way. Here we saw a lone Black Heron and several Comb Ducks along with many other waterbirds seen 
previously. We drove on to Bonamanzi Reserve where we took a short walk and added African Yellow 
White-eye, Thick-billed & Yellow Weaver. We also searched unsuccessfully for Gorgeous Bush-Shrike 
which had been seen there before. Our time was up and we drove on to St Lucia to spend the night. The 
drought had affected the town as well and they were in water crisis. We were asked to be economical with 
our showers. Not quite the same sacrifice as the animals in Mkuze. 
 
12th October 
At first light we drove to the nearby Gwala Gwala trail for a bit of early morning birding. Here we added 
Dark-backed Weaver, Eastern Olive Sunbird and had a brief flyby of a Livingstone’s Turaco. We also 
heard the distinctive call of the Scaly-throated Honeyguide and had good views of the comical Crested 
Guineafowl and a pretty Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher. Driving back to the hotel to pick up our bags 
we passed a large group of Banded Mongooses scurrying across the road. We packed our bags in the 
vehicle and set off on the road Cape Vidal, in the Greater St Lucia (now known as isiMangaliso) Wetland 
Park. St Lucia was in severe drought and many of the grassy plains in the park had been burnt. In one such 
area, we spotted a Senegal Lapwing and a pair of Yellow-throated Longclaws perched on a wire. There 
were large flocks of Fan-tailed Widowbirds. The males just starting to change into their breeding plumage. 
Then an adult female rhino with her young. I had actually seen the same 2 animals a few months ago and it 
was nice to see how much the calf had grown since my last visit.  
 
We visited a small pan and even though it was almost dry, it was obviously attracting a lot of birds who 
were having trouble in these dry conditions. Here we saw Plain-backed Pipit and African Wattled 
Lapwing along with Common Reedbuck. Further on we had better views of a Livingstone’s Turaco 
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which flew across the road and perched in the open for a split second before disappearing into the trees. It 
took a long time to bring in Woodward’s Batis but eventually we had great views of a pair. Another coastal 
forest specialist. A Grey Sunbird was equally tricky but most people finally got a view. We stopped for our 
packed breakfast at Mission Rocks picnic site and as soon as we pulled up, a Red-chested Cuckoo flew 
by and perched. This species is quite common but normally very difficult to get a look at. There was an 
amazing view from the picnic site. We had a very tame Yellow-bellied Greenbul sitting out in the open 
eating berries nearby and great views of Trumpeter Hornbills in flight. Next we stopped at a view point 
over the big pan and scanned through the numerous waders and other waterbirds there adding Ruddy 
Turnstone and Goliath Heron.  
 

 
 Yellow-bellied Greenbul eating berries (Charley Hesse)     An albino Samango Monkey at Cape Vidal (Guy Zenaitis) 

 
We arrived at Cape Vidal and were greeted by many very tame Samango Monkeys on the look out for 
scraps. These monkeys are endangered but have got very used to people here and have become quite a 
nuisance. We even had a young albino individual. I heard the distinctive song of the Brown Scrub-Robin 
but it took some of us quite a while to find it. Eventually we all had good views of this target bird. Next we 
found a mixed flock with many of the species we had seen previously although we did add Yellow-rumped 
Tinkerbird and had better views of Dark-backed Weaver. We walked down to the beach to look over the 
Indian Ocean and saw Humpback Whales blowing and breaching. It was a beautiful spot but time was of 
the essence and we made our way back to St Lucia for lunch.  
 
We  stopped on the way at some reed beds by the river where we eventually got great views of Southern 
Brown-throated Weaver but an elusive Rufous-winged Cisticola that popped its head up a couple of 
times managed to evade most of the group. There were lots of Ruff amongst the numerous shore birds and 
we also had good views of Purple Herons flying by. Even during lunch the birds didn’t let up. We sat 
outside to eat and watched a Purple-crested Turaco fly into a fruiting tree nearby. On to a local caravan 
park which had a small lake where we saw lots of waterbirds, but nothing new. Just nice repeat views of 
White-backed Duck, Black Crake and African Purple Swamphen. We birded the forest edge there and 
found African Paradise & Ashy Flycatchers, Brown Scrub-Robin and a brief flyover of Long-crested 
Eagle.  Again time was pressing and we headed inland through the first heavy rains of the year to the small 
town of Eshowe. Our home for the next 2 nights. 
 
13th October 
We started our birding day in the rain at the Dlinza Forest Aerial Boardwalk. Home to some rare and 
restricted forest species. We started on the trails looking for the endangered Spotted Ground-Thrush but 
had no more than a flash of brown. The forest was very quiet but for a Eastern Olive Sunbird that was 
very vocal. We also heard a Green Malkoha calling but it didn’t come any closer.  We then walked along 
the aerial boardwalk to the tower and immediately spotted the unmistakeable shape of a large pigeon. An 
Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon. One of the tough target birds here. Immediately after this we found an 
enormous African Crown Eagle perched not too far away. Especially in the rain, I had been warned that 
both these birds were not to be expected in the rain so we were delighted with our luck. 
 
After a delicious breakfast we drove along a poor road with spectacular views towards Ongoye Forest. The 
only site in Southern Africa for the Green Barbet. We parked the vehicle and started walking along the 
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forest lined road. We had nice views of a Narina Trogon and mixed flocks containing Grey Cuckooshrike 
and Yellow-streaked Greenbul. Both new for our trip. Despite a concerted effort we neither heard nor saw 
any Green Barbets. But did add Mountain Squirrel and Eastern Nicator. An unexpected surprise. After 
our bumpy drive in, we started down the mercifully paved road towards Mtunzini but stopped shortly when 4 
imposing shapes appeared by the side of the road. Southern Ground Hornbills! What a bonus. We got 
great views of these awesome birds and I realized that they had been the source of an unusual booming 
calls heard previously. 
 
After lunch in Mtunzini, where we were joined by a Brown-hooded Kingfisher, we made our way to the 
Umlalazi Reserve. Our main targets here being Palm-nut Vulture and African Finfoot. We drove along a 
very muddy road spotting Goliath Heron, Wooly-necked Stork and countless shore birds on the way. 
Somebody spotted a bird which they thought was a African Fish Eagle perched on top of the mangroves 
but on closer inspection was a Palm-nut Vulture. We arrived at a picnic spot and scanned the ideal habitat 
on the far shore for the elusive finfoot with no luck. We finally had to hang up our gloves and concede 
defeat. We drove back to Eshowe, dropped the ladies off at the B&B and the guys went looking for the 
Spotted Ground-Thrush again. This time they were successful, which meant that we would be able to 
concentrate on other birds tomorrow morning. On leaving, we spotted a juvenile Spotted Eagle-Owl that 
appeared to have just left the nest. After dinner we went owling near the B&B and after a short time, we 
heard a pair of African Wood-Owls and got decent views of these lovely birds. 
 

 
    A recently fledged Spotted Eagle-Owl (Fred Peters)      Trumpeter Hornbill feasting on termites (Charley Hesse) 

 
14th October 
After leaving Eshowe, our first birding stop was the Shongweni Resource Reserve north of Durban. Soon 
after entering the reserve we noticed the strange behaviour of several birds. Green Wood-Hoopoes were 
frantically feeding on the ground and we soon realised that we were witnessing a termite hatching. Further 
on we found another one and we stopped to see how many species would come in to feed on them. It 
turned into a feeding frenzy with Yellow-billed Kites circling over head, Southern Black Tits, Black-
headed Orioles, Violet-backed, Black-bellied, Cape Glossy & Red-winged Starlings and even a 
Trumpeter Hornbill by the roadside just 10 metres away. A total of 25 species came in and at close range 
too. It was a real treat to see. We got to the reservoir and saw Hamerkop flying away and also a pair of 
African Black Ducks. A special bird for Guy who had missed them on the extra Cape Town birding for 
those who didn’t go on the pelagic. Lastly we went to the dam walls where we took a walk and found some 
beautiful Mocking Cliff Chats and great scope views of a Lanner Falcon on the cliffs opposite. 
 
After some lunch and shopping in Pietermaritzburg we moved on to the town of Howick where we went to 
take a look at the Howick Falls. As well as the impressive waterfall, we had great views of a pair of 
Peregrine Falcons soaring at eye level. From Howick we drove through the Karkloof area, famous for its 
cranes. We had seen many Blue Cranes earlier in the trip but had missed the other 2 species. We stopped 
at some fields not far from town and eagle-eyed Keir spotted a pair of the rarest of the 3. The Wattled 
Crane. It was a distant scope view in strong wind with a lot of heat haze but beggars can’t be choosers. We 
drove on, down a green valley and around the time when I thought we should be turning round, I finally 
spotted 3 Grey Crowned Cranes quite close to the road. This time we had great views and everybody left 
satisfied. A local had told us about some hides nearby and on the way back I stopped to look at one. It 
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overlooked a small lake and sure enough, there were another pair of Wattled Cranes. We drove over, 
parked and started walking in slowly, keen not to spook the birds which actually didn’t seem bothered by 
our presence at all. We got in the hide and spent some time watching these, beautiful, endangered birds at 
close quarters, getting some nice photos too. Our birding time was up and we continued our drive to 
Underberg, our home for the next 2 nights. 
 

 
         Wattled Cranes at Karkloof (Charley Hesse)             A rather wet Drakensberg Rockjumper (Charley Hesse) 

 
15th October 
We set off early and headed towards the towering Drakensberg mountains and Lesotho. One bird that we 
had missed on countless occasions was the Ground Woodpecker, and when our local guide Malcolm said 
they shouldn’t be a problem, we had a few people that remained sceptical. But sure enough, when we 
started driving through more rocky landscape, we came across our first pair and had great scope views. 
We did indeed see many more during the day and I had got myself off the hook. We also got a new trip 
mammal in the shape of the Grey Rhebok. A medium sized, grey antelope with up turned horns. We 
checked the Proteas on the lower sections of the mountain for Gurney’s Sugarbirds with no success, but 
we would have more chances on the way down. We reached South African border post and went through 
the border crossing formalities and heard serveral Barratt’s Warblers singing in the nearby bushes. Higher 
up we saw a flash of white as a bird flew across the road and perched very close by. It was the 
Drakensberg Rockjumper. One of the main targets for the day. We pulled very close to it and managed to 
get almost next to the bird for some great photo opportunities. I was surprised how much tamer it was than 
its Cape counterpart. Nearby we had a pair of Grey Tits, also new for the trip but nowhere near as pretty. 
 
We passed the Lesotho border post and entered the mountainous nation. Once we reached the plateau, 
we started keeping our eyes open for Mountain Pipit which breeds here and winters in Angola. Malcolm 
said we should listen out for a bird with a Portuguese accent. We would stop at appropriate looking habitat 
and try calling them. We did so time after time but only saw the common Sickle-winged Chat and Red-
capped Lark. One nice surprise was the wonderfully named Sloggart’s Ice Rat. A bizarre looking rodent 
with long whiskers that got up on its hind feet to gain a better view of us. Other birds included Sentinel 
Rock-Thrushes with lovely blue backs and a very different-looking race of African Stone-chat than back 
in South Africa. The rain and cloud seemed to be following us, so we tried to keep ahead of it to make sure 
we reached a site for one of the main targets of the day. We went over another pass at 3250m (10,660ft) 
and down into a spectacular valley. Malcolm took us to a secret point where we had scope views of a 
stunning adult Lammegaier with a chick on the nest. After lunch I tried calling out African Rock Pipit and 
amazingly one came in and perched on a rock. After all the trouble we had with them in Karoo. 
 
It started to snow so we set off back. The snow got heavier and heavier as we made our way directly to the 
border post seeing a few birds like Grey-winged Francolin and Jackal Buzzard huddled in the snow. We 
passed the 2 border posts again and put our faith in Malcolm to navigate us to safety out of the snow. We 
started passing through the area of Proteas again and even though it was raining, we were still keeping our 
eye out for Gurney’s Sugarbird. We would stop at any thick patches that had some flowering. We were 
almost at the end of these when I thought I would try calling them out one more time. I heard a quiet call in 
response and we all piled out of the vehicle in the rain to see a very wet looking sugarbird perched on top 
of a nearby Protea. We had now seen all the members of Southern Africa’s 2 endemic bird families. The 
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rockjumpers and sugarbirds. We spotted a Giant Kingfisher on the way back which was our final bird of the 
day. A nice soak in a hot bath was just what the doctor ordered. 
 
16th October 
We had another early start which by now we were all quite used to. The first stop of the day, we tried at a 
local spot where a pair of Black Sparrowhawks had been seen recently but we waited and saw nothing. We 
moved on to our last birding site of the trip. A wonderful new forest reserve called Marutswa, just 30 
minutes away. Our main target here was the endangered Cape Parrot. Apparently they were active first 
thing in the morning before settling in the canopy to feed quietly. We positioned ourselves on the hill with 
our scopes and sure enough, within 5 minutes, they flew by and disappeared into the canopy. We managed 
to relocate them in the scopes for nice views. From here we birded the open areas and bushes outside the 
forest where we saw many Forest & Cape Canaries aswell as Dark-capped Yellow-Warbler. 
 

 
Forest Canary and Crowned Hornbill at Marutswa Forest (Charley Hesse) 

 
We entered the forest. I warned everybody that forest birding in Africa can be a little slow, but we only 
needed 3 species and with these we could be happy. Having said this, I had to eat my words as there was 
so much activity. We found a mixed feeding flock straight away. After finding a few common participants 
like Black-backed Puffback and Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher, I spotted something new. A Bush 
Blackcap, a very uncommon forest bird that we had missed on a previous occasion. We came across 
many other such flocks and added other good birds like Olive Woodpecker, Grey Cuckooshrike, Olive 
Bush-Shrike, Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler and Cape Batis. We still had 2 targets to find, both of 
which we did so very soon. I heard an Orange Ground-Thrush singing and one flew in much closer and 
we had great views of this beautiful bird. I felt a little foolish after telling everyone what tough bird this was 
to see, and then going on to see several of these birds easily. The last bird we needed was the White-
starred Robin, another difficult species that we had missed on a previous occasion. Again, one popped 
straight out giving good views although there were a few complaints about its lack of star. 
 
Knysna Turacos were calling everywhere and we got some good views of these beautiful birds right over 
head. As we walked along, we also picked up African Olive Pigeon up in the canopy. As we had seen all 
the birds we had come to see, I started thinking of other possible birds that might be present. I tried first the 
call of Scaly-throated Honeyguide and had an immediate response. I did this a few more times but the only 
bird I managed to see was a Chorister Robin-Chat. Then I tried the call of the African Emerald Cuckoo 
and again received an immediate response. I tried to locate it in the canopy but again, all I could find was 
the same Chorister Robin-Chat. Then it dawned on me. It was mimicking my calls. We all had a good 
chuckle about that. Leaving the forest we saw a pair of Crowned Hornbills in the distance and had our last 
views. We spent some time in the shop which sold some nice handicrafts made by local people. Our birding 
was at an end and all that remained was a drive to Durban to finish the tour. 
 
It was certainly one of my most eventful tours, with flat tyres, fires and blizzards, but it was all taken in our 
stride. With a trip list of 480 species of birds and 55 species of mammals from every corner of the country; 
spectacular scenery from arid mountains of the Karoo, endless coastlines dotted with whales, table 
mountain and the unforgettable African scenes of Acacia strewn savanna in Kruger; it was a trip that none 
of us will forget in a hurry. 
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BIRD LIST 
Taxonomy follows Birds of Southern Africa 3rd edition. Sinclair et al, 2002 

    1 Common Ostrich  Struthio camelus   

2 African Penguin  Spheniscus demersus   

3 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus   

4 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis   

5 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   

6 Shy Albatross Thalassarche cauta Pelagic 

7 Black-browed Albatross Thalassarche melanophris Pelagic 

8 Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross Thalassarche chlororhynchos Pelagic 

9 Southern Royal Albatross Diomedea epomophora Pelagic 

10 Southern Giant Petrel Macronectes giganteus Pelagic 

11 Pintado Petrel Daption capense Pelagic 

12 White-chinned Petrel  Procellaria aequinoctialis Pelagic 

13 Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus Pelagic 

14 Wilson's Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus Pelagic 

15 Great White Pelican  Pelecanus onocrotalus   

16 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens Extension 

17 Cape Gannet  Morus capensis   

18 White-breasted Cormorant  Phalacrocorax lucidus   

19 Cape Cormorant  Phalacrocorax capensis   

20 Bank Cormorant  Phalacrocorax neglectus   

21 Reed Cormorant  Phalacrocorax africanus   

22 Crowned Cormorant  Phalacrocorax coronatus   

23 African Darter  Anhinga rufa   

24 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   

25 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala   

26 Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath   

27 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea   

28 Great Egret  Casmerodius albus   

29 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   

30 Yellow-billed Egret  Mesophoyx intermedia   

31 Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca Extension 

32 Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis   

33 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides   

34 Green-backed Heron Butorides striata   

35 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax   

36 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta   

37 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia   

38 Woolly-necked Stork  Ciconia episcopus Extension 

39 African Openbill  Anastomus lamelligerus   

40 Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis   

41 Marabou Stork  Leptopilos crumeniferus   

42 Saddle-billed Stork  Ephyppiorhynchus senegal.   

43 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus   

44 Southern Bald Ibis  Geronticus calvus   

45 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus   

46 Hadeda Ibis  Bostrychia hagedash   

47 African Spoonbill  Platalea alba   

48 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus ruber   

49 Lesser Flamingo  Phoenicopterus minor   

50 White-faced Duck  Dendrocygna viduata   

51 White-backed Duck  Thalassornis leuconotus   

52 Egyptian Goose  Alopochen aegyptiacus   

53 South African Shelduck  Tadorna cana   

54 Yellow-billed Duck  Anas undulata   

55 African Black Duck  Anas sparsa   

56 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   

57 Cape Teal  Anas capensis   

58 Hottentot Teal  Anas hottentota   

59 Red-billed Teal  Anas erythrorhyncha   

60 Cape Shoveler  Anas smithii   

61 Southern Pochard  Netta erythrophthalma   
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62 Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotus Extension 

63 Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis   

64 Maccoa Duck  Oxyura maccoa   

65 Secretarybird  Sagittarius serpentarius   

66 Lappet-faced Vulture  Torgos tracheliotus Extension 

67 Cape Vulture  Gyps coprotheres   

68 White-backed Vulture  Gyps africanus   

69 Lammergeier  Gypaetus barbatus Extension 

70 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis Extension 

71 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus   

72 Yellow-billed Kite  Milvus parasitus   

73 Black-shouldered Kite  Elanus caeruleus   

74 Verreaux's Eagle  Aquila verreauxii   

75 Tawny Eagle  Aquila rapax   

76 Wahlberg's Eagle  Aquila wahlbergi   

77 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus   

78 African Hawk Eagle  Hieraaetus spilogaster   

79 Martial Eagle  Polemaetus bellicosus   

80 African Crowned Eagle  Stephanoaetus coronatus Extension 

81 Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis Extension 

82 Brown Snake Eagle  Circaetus cinereus   

83 Black-chested Snake Eagle  Circaetus pectoralis   

84 Bateleur  Terathopius ecaudatus   

85 African Fish Eagle  Haliaeetus vocifer   

86 Jackal Buzzard  Buteo rufofuscus   

87 African Harrier Hawk Polyboroides typus   

88 Rufous-chested Sparrowhawk  Accipiter rufiventris   

89 Little Sparrowhawk Accipiter minullus Extension 

90 African Goshawk  Accipiter tachiro Extension 

91 Gabar Goshawk Meliarax gabar   

92 Pale Chanting Goshawk  Melierax canorus   

93 African Marsh Harrier  Circus ranivorus   

94 Black Harrier  Circus maurus   

95 Osprey Pandion haliaetus   

96 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus   

97 Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus Extension 

98 Rock Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   

99 Crested Francolin  Periperdix sephaena   

100 Grey-winged Francolin  Pternistes africanus   

101 Red-winged Francolin  Scleroptila levaillanti   

102 Cape Francolin  Pternistes capensis   

103 Natal Francolin  Pternistes natalensis   

104 Red-necked Spurfowl  Pternistes afer   

105 Swainson's Spurfowl  Pternistes swainsonii   

106 Helmeted Guineafowl  Numida meleagris   

107 Crested Guineafowl  Guttera pucherani Extension 

108 Blue Crane  Anthropoides paradiseus   

109 Wattled Crane  Grus carunculatus Extension 

110 Grey Crowned Crane  Balearica regulorum Extension 

111 African Rail  Rallus caerulescens   

112 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostris   

113 Buff-spotted Flufftail Sarothrura elegans Heard   

114 African Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio   

115 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus   

116 Red-knobbed Coot  Fulica cristata   

117 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus   

118 Kori Bustard  Ardeotis kori   

119 Denham's Bustard  Neotis denhami   

120 Barrow's Korhaan  Eupodotis barrowii   

121 Blue Korhaan  Eupodotis caerulescens   

122 Karoo Korhaan  Eupodotis vigorsii   

123 Red-crested Korhaan  Eupodotis ruficrista   

124 Black-bellied Bustard  Eupodotis melanogaster   

125 Southern Black Korhaan  Eupodotis afra   
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126 African Black Oystercatcher  Haematopus moquini   

127 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   

128 White-fronted Plover  Charadrius marginatus   

129 Chestnut-banded Plover  Charadrius pallidus   

130 Kittlitz's Plover  Charadrius pecuarius   

131 Three-banded Plover  Charadrius tricollaris   

132 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola   

133 Crowned Lapwing  Vanellus coronatus   

134 Senegal Lapwing  Vanellus lugubris Extension 

135 Blacksmith Lapwing  Vanellus armatus   

136 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus crassirostris   

137 White-crowned Lapwing  Vanellus albiceps   

138 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres Extension 

139 Common Sandpiper  Tringa hypoleucos   

140 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola   

141 Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis   

142 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   

143 Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea   

144 Little Stint  Calidris minuta   

145 Sanderling Calidris alba   

146 Ruff  Philomachus pugnax   

147 African Snipe  Gallinago nigripennis   

148 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus   

149 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta   

150 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus   

151 Collared Pratincole  Glareola pratincola   

152 Spotted Thick-knee  Burhinus capensis   

153 Water Thick-knee  Burhinus vermiculatus   

154 Subantarctic Skua Catharacta antarctica Pelagic 

155 Cape Gull  Larus dominicanus   

156 Grey-headed Gull  Larus cirrocephalus   

157 Hartlaub's Gull  Larus hartlaubii   

158 Caspian Tern  Sterna caspia   

159 Swift Tern  Sterna bergii   

160 Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis   

161 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   

162 Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybridus   

163 Rock Dove Columba livia Introduced 

164 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea   

165 African Olive-Pigeon  Columba arquatrix   

166 E. Bronze-naped Pigeon  Columba delegorguei Extension 

167 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata   

168 Cape Turtle Dove  Streptopelia capicola   

169 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis   

170 African Mourning Dove  Streptopelia decipiens   

171 Namaqua Dove Oena capensis   

172 Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove  Turtur chalcospilos   

173 Tambourine Dove  Turtur tympanistria   

174 Lemon Dove  Columba larvata   

175 African Green Pigeon  Treron calva   

176 Cape Parrot  Poicephalus robustus Extension 

177 Brown-headed Parrot  Poicephalus cryptoxanthus   

178 Knysna Turaco  Tauraco corythaix   

179 Livingstone's Turaco  Tauraco livingstonii Extension 

180 Purple-crested Turaco  Musophaga porphyreolophus   

181 Grey Go-away Bird  Corythaixoides concolor   

182 Red-chested Cuckoo  Cuculus solitarius   

183 Klaas's Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas   

184 Diderick Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx caprius Heard   

185 Green Malkoha Ceuthmochares aereus Heard on extension 

186 Burchell's Coucal  Centropus burchellii   

187 Barn Owl Tyto alba   

188 African Wood Owl Strix woodfordii Extension 

189 African Scops Owl  Otus senegalensis   
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190 Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum   

191 Spotted Eagle-Owl  Bubo africanus   

192 Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis   

193 Square-tailed Nightjar  Caprimulgus fossii   

194 African Black Swift  Apus barbatus   

195 White-rumped Swift  Apus caffer   

196 Horus Swift Apus horus   

197 Little Swift  Apus affinis   

198 Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba   

199 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus   

200 Speckled Mousebird  Colius striatus   

201 White-backed Mousebird  Colius colius   

202 Red-faced Mousebird  Urocolius indicus   

203 Narina Trogon  Apaloderma narina   

204 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis   

205 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima   

206 Half-collared Kingfisher  Alcedo semitorquata   

207 Malachite Kingfisher  Alcedo cristata   

208 Brown-hooded Kingfisher  Halcyon albiventris   

209 Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti Extension 

210 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster   

211 White-fronted Bee-eater  Merops bullockoides   

212 Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus   

213 Lilac-breasted Roller  Coracias caudata   

214 Purple Roller  Coracias naevia   

215 African Hoopoe  Upupa africana   

216 Green Wood-Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus   

217 Common Scimitarbill  Rhinopomastus cyanomelas Extension 

218 Trumpeter Hornbill  Ceratogymna bucinator   

219 African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus   

220 Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus erythrorhynchus   

221 Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill  Tockus leucomelas   

222 Crowned Hornbill  Tockus alboterminatus   

223 Southern Ground Hornbill  Bucorvus leadbeateri   

224 Black-collared Barbet  Lybius torquatus   

225 Acacia Pied Barbet  Tricholaema leucomelas   

226 White-eared Barbet  Stactolaema leucotis   

227 Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus bilineatus Extension 

228 Red-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus pusillus Extension 

229 Crested Barbet  Trachyphonus vaillantii   

230 Scaly-throated Honeyguide  Indicator variegatus Heard   

231 Brown-backed Honeybird Prodotiscus regulus   

232 Ground Woodpecker  Geocolaptes olivaceus Extension 

233 Bennett's Woodpecker  Campethera bennettii Extension 

234 Golden-tailed Woodpecker  Campethera abingoni   

235 Knysna Woodpecker  Campethera notata Heard   

236 Cardinal Woodpecker  Dendropicos fuscescens   

237 Bearded Woodpecker  Thripias namaquus   

238 Olive Woodpecker  Mesopicos griseocephalus   

239 Red-throated Wryneck  Jynx ruficollis   

240 Rufous-naped Lark  Mirafra africana   

241 Eastern Clapper Lark  Mirafra fasciolata   

242 Cape Clapper Lark  Mirafra apiata   

243 Sabota Lark  Mirafra sabota   

244 Rudd's Lark  Heteromirafra ruddi   

245 Cape Long-billed Lark  Certhilauda curvirostris Heard   

246 Agulhas Long-billed Lark  Certhilauda brevirostris   

247 Eastern Long-billed Lark  Certhilauda semitorquata   

248 Karoo Long-billed Lark  Certhilauda subcoronata   

249 Karoo Lark  Mirafra albescens   

250 Spike-heeled Lark  Chersomanes albofasciata   

251 Red-capped Lark  Calandrella cinerea   

252 Pink-billed Lark  Spizocorys conirostris   

253 Botha's Lark Spizocorys fringillaris   
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254 Large-billed Lark  Galerida magnirostris   

255 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica Extension 

256 White-throated Swallow  Hirundo albigularis   

257 Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii   

258 Pearl-breasted Swallow  Hirundo dimidiata   

259 Red-breasted Swallow  Hirundo semirufa   

260 Greater Striped Swallow  Hirundo cucullata   

261 Lesser Striped Swallow  Hirundo abyssinica   

262 South African Cliff Swallow  Hirundo spilodera   

263 Rock Martin  Hirundo fuligula   

264 Brown-throated Martin  Riparia paludicola   

265 Banded Martin  Riparia cincta   

266 Black Saw-wing   Psalidoprocne holomelas   

267 Black Cuckooshrike  Campephaga flava   

268 Grey Cuckooshrike  Coracina caesia Extension 

269 Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis   

270 Square-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus ludwigii Extension 

271 Black-headed Oriole  Oriolus larvatus   

272 Cape Crow  Corvus capensis   

273 Pied Crow  Corvus albus   

274 House Crow  Corvus splendens   

275 White-necked Raven  Corvus albicollis   

276  Grey Tit  Parus afer Extension 

277 Southern Black Tit  Parus niger   

278 Cape Penduline Tit  Anthoscopus minutus   

279 Grey Penduline Tit  Anthoscopus caroli Extension 

280 Arrow-marked Babbler  Turdoides jardineii   

281 Bush Blackcap  Lioptilus nigricapillus Extension 

282 Cape Bulbul  Pycnonotus capensis   

283 African Red-eyed Bulbul  Pycnonotus nigricans   

284 Dark-capped Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus   

285 Terrestrial Brownbul  Phyllastrephus terrestris   

286 Yellow-streaked Greenbul  Phyllastrephus flavostriatus Extension 

287 Sombre Greenbul  Andropadus importunus   

288 Yellow-bellied Greenbul  Chlorocichla flaviventris   

289 Eastern Nicator  Nicator gularis Extension 

290 Orange Ground-Thrush  Zoothera gurneyi Extension 

291 Spotted Ground Thrush  Zoothera guttata Extension 

292 Groundscraper Thrush  Psophocichla litsitsirupa   

293 Kurrichane Thrush  Turdus libonyanus   

294 Olive Thrush  Turdus smithi   

295 Karoo Thrush  Turdus olivaceus   

296 Cape Rock Thrush  Monticola rupestris   

297 Sentinel Rock Thrush  Monticola explorator   

298 Short-toed Rock Thrush  Monticola brevipes   

299 Cape Rockjumper  Chaetops frenatus   

300 Drakensberg Rockjumper  Chaetops aurantius Extension 

301 Mountain Wheatear  Oenanthe monticola   

302 Capped Wheatear  Oenanthe pileata   

303 Buff-streaked Chat  Oenanthe bifasciata   

304 Familiar Chat  Cercomela familiaris   

305 Tractrac Chat  Cercomela tractrac   

306 Sickle-winged Chat  Cercomela sinuata   

307 Karoo Chat  Cercomela schlegelii   

308 Mocking Cliff-Chat  Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris   

309 Ant-eating Chat  Myrmecocichla formicivora   

310 African Stonechat  Saxicola torquata   

311 Chorister Robin-chat  Cossypha dichroa   

312 White-browed Robin-Chat  Cossypha heuglini   

313 Red-capped Robin-Chat  Cossypha natalensis   

314 Cape Robin-Chat  Cossypha caffra   

315  White-throated Robin-Chat  Cossypha humeralis   

316 Brown Scrub-Robin  Erythropygia signata Extension 

317 Bearded Scrub-Robin  Erythropygia quadrivirgata   
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318 White-browed Scrub-Robin  Erythropygia leucophrys   

319 Karoo Scrub-Robin  Erythropygia coryphaeus   

320 White-starred Robin  Pogonocichla stellata   

321 Chestnut-vented Tit-babbler  Parisoma subcaeruleum   

322 Layard's Tit-babbler  Parisoma layardi   

323 African Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus baeticatus   

324 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus   

325 Lesser Swamp-Warbler  Acrocephalus gracilirostris   

326 Dark-capped Yellow Warbler  Chloropeta natalensis   

327 Little Rush-Warbler  Bradypterus baboecala   

328 Barratt's Warbler  Bradypterus barratti   

329 Knysna Warbler  Bradypterus sylvaticus   

330 Victorin's Warbler  Bradypterus victorini   

331 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus   

332 Yellow-throated Woodland-Warbler  Phylloscopus ruficapilla   

333 Bar-throated Apalis  Apalis thoracica   

334 Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida   

335 Rudd's Apalis  Apalis ruddi   

336 Long-billed Crombec  Sylvietta rufescens   

337 Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygilais   

338 Burnt-necked Eremomela  Eremomela usticollis   

339 Green-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brachyura   

340 Gray-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata   

341 Cinnamon-breasted Warbler  Euryptila subcinnamomea Heard 

342 Cape Grassbird  Sphenoeacus afer   

343 Stierling's Wren-Warbler  Calamonastes stierlingi   

344 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis   

345 Cloud Cisticola  Cisticola textrix   

346 Wing-snapping Cisticola  Cisticola ayresii   

347 Grey-backed Cisticola  Cisticola subruficapillus   

348 Wailing Cisticola  Cisticola lais   

349 Rattling Cisticola  Cisticola chinianus   

350 Red-faced Cisticola  Cisticola erythrops   

351 Rufous-winged Cisticola  Cisticola galactotes Extension 

352 Levaillant's Cisticola  Cisticola tinniens   

353 Croaking Cisticola  Cisticola natalensis Extension 

354 Lazy Cisticola  Cisticola aberrans Heard   

355 Neddicky  Cisticola fulvicapillus   

356 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava   

357 Karoo Prinia  Prinia maculosa   

358 Drakensberg Prinia  Prinia hypoxantha   

359 Namaqua Warbler  Phragmacia substriata   

360 Rufous-eared Warbler  Malcorus pectoralis   

361 African Dusky Flycatcher  Muscicapa adusta   

362 Ashy Flycatcher  Muscicapa caerulescens Extension 

363 Grey Tit-Flycatcher  Myioparus plumbeus   

364 Southern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis pammelaina   

365 Fiscal Flycatcher  Sigelus silens   

366 Chat Flycatcher  Melaenornis infuscatus   

367 Marico Flyactcher  Melaenornis mariquensis   

368 Cape Batis  Batis capensis   

369 Chinspot Batis  Batis molitor   

370 Pririt Batis  Batis pririt   

371 Woodward’s Batis  Batis fratrum Extension 

372 Fairy Flycatcher  Stenostira scita   

373 Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher  Trochocercus cyanomelas   

374 African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis   

375 African Pied Wagtail  Motacilla aguimp   

376 Cape Wagtail  Motacilla capensis   

377 African Pipit  Anthus cinnamomeus   

378 Long-billed Pipit  Anthus similis   

379 Plain-backed Pipit  Anthus leucophrys   

380 African Rock Pipit  Anthus crenatus   

381 Striped Pipit Anthus lineiventris Extension 



Tropical Birding                        www.tropicalbirding.com    25 

382 Cape Longclaw  Macronyx capensis   

383 Yellow-throated Longclaw  Macronyx croceus Extension 

384 Common Fiscal  Lanius collaris   

385 Southern Boubou  Laniarius ferrugineus   

386 Crimson-breasted Shrike  Laniarius atrococcineus   

387  Magpie Shrike  Corvinella melanoleuca   

388 Black-backed Puffback  Dryoscopus cubla   

389 Brubru  Nilaus afer   

390 Southern Tchagra  Tchagra tchagra   

391 Brown-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra australis   

392 Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegala   

393 Bokmakierie  Telophorus zeylonus   

394 Orange-breasted Bush-Shrike  Telophorus sulfureopectus   

395 Olive Bush-Shrike  Telophorus olivaceus   

396 Grey-headed Bush-Shrike  Malaconotus blanchoti   

397 White-crested Helmet-shrike  Prionops plumatus   

398 Retz's Helmet-Shrike  Prionops retzii   

399 Southern White-crowned Shrike  Eurocephalus anguitimens   

400 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris Introduced 

401 Common Myna  Acridotheres tristis Introduced 

402  Pied Starling  Spreo bicolor   

403 Wattled Starling  Creatophora cinerea   

404 Violet-backed Starling  Cinnyricinclus leucogaster   

405 Cape Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis nitens   

406 Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus   

407 Black-bellied Starling  Lamprotornis corruscus Extension 

408 Burchells Starling  Lamprotornis australis   

409 Red-winged Starling  Onychognathus morio   

410 Pale-winged Starling  Onychognathus nabouroup   

411 Red-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus erythrorhynchus   

412 Cape Sugarbird  Promerops cafer   

413 Gurney's Sugarbird  Promerops gurneyi Extension 

414 Malachite Sunbird  Nectarinia famosa   

415 Orange-breasted Sunbird  Nectarinia violacea   

416 Marico Sunbird  Nectarinia mariquensis   

417 Purple-banded Sunbird  Nectarinia bifasciata   

418 Neergaard's Sunbird  Nectarinia neergaardi Extension 

419 Southern Double-collared Sunbird  Nectarinia chalybea   

420 Greater Double-collared Sunbird  Nectarinia afra   

421 White-bellied Sunbird  Nectarinia talatala   

422 Dusky Sunbird  Nectarinia fusca   

423 Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Nectarinia senegalensis   

424 Amethyst Sunbird  Nectarinia amethystina   

425 Grey Sunbird  Nectarinia veroxii Extension 

426 Eastern Olive Sunbird  Nectarinia olivacea Extension 

427 Collared Sunbird  Anthreptes collaris   

428 Cape White-eye  Zosterops capensis   

429 African Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis Extension 

430 White-browed Sparrow-weaver  Plocepasser mahali   

431 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus Introduced 

432 Cape Sparrow  Passer melanurus   

433 Great Sparrow  Passer motitensis   

434 Southern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer diffusus   

435 Yellow-throated Petronia  Petronia superciliaris Extension 

436 Red-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis niger   

437 Scaly-feathered Finch  Sporopipes squamifrons   

438 Thick-billed Weaver  Amblyospiza albifrons Extension 

439 Dark-backed Weaver  Ploceus bicolor Extension 

440 Spectacled Weaver  Ploceus ocularis   

441 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus   

442 Cape Weaver  Ploceus capensis   

443 Southern Masked Weaver  Ploceus velatus   

444 Lesser Masked Weaver  Ploceus intermedius   

445 African Yellow Weaver  Ploceus subaureus Extension 
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446 Southern Brown-throated Weaver  Ploceus xanthopterus Extension 

447 Red-headed Weaver  Anaplectes rubriceps   

448 Red-billed Quelea  Quelea quelea   

449 Southern Red Bishop  Euplectes orix   

450 Yellow Bishop  Euplectes capensis   

451 Fan-tailed Widowbird  Euplectes axillaris Extension 

452 White-winged Widowbird  Euplectes albonotatus   

453 Red-collared Widowbird Euplectes ardens   

454 Long-tailed Widowbird  Euplectes progne   

455 Green-winged Pytilia  Pytilia melba   

456 Green Twinspot  Mondingoa nitidula   

457 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala   

458 Jameson's Firefinch  Lagonosticta rhodopareia   

459 Blue Waxbill  Uraeginthus angolensis   

460 Violet-eared Waxbill  Uraeginthus granatinus   

461 Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild   

462 Grey Waxbill  Estrilda perreini Extension 

463 Swee Waxbill  Estrilda melanotis   

464 Black-faced Waxbill  Estrilda erythronotos   

465 Cut-throat Finch  Amadina fasciata   

466 Bronze Mannikin  Spermestes cucullatus   

467 Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura   

468 Yellow-fronted Canary  Serinus mozambicus   

469 Black-throated Canary  Serinus atrogularis   

470 Cape Canary  Serinus canicollis   

471 Forest Canary  Serinus scotops   

472 Cape Siskin Pseudochloroptila totta   

473 Black-headed Canary  Serinus alario   

474 Damara Canary Serinus leucolaema   

475 Brimstone Canary  Serinus sulphuratus   

476 Yellow Canary  Serinus flaviventris   

477 White-throated Canary  Serinus albogularis   

478 Streaky-headed Seedeater  Serinus gularis   

479 Golden-breasted Bunting  Emberiza flaviventris   

480 Cape Bunting  Emberiza capensis   

    

   MAMMAL LIST 
Mammal Taxonomy follows J.Kingdon, The Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals, 1997 

      
 1 Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus   

2 Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops   

3 Samango Monkey Cercopithecus albogularis labiatus   

4 Cape Hare Lepus capensis   

5 Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis   

6 Red Bush Squirrel Paraxerus palliatus ornatus Extension. This ssp is endemic to Ongoye forest 

7 Tree Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi   

8 Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis Introduced 

9 Springhare Pedetes capensis   

10 Striped Mouse Rhabdomys pumilio   

11 Vlei Rat Otomys irroratus   

12 Sloggett's Ice Rat Otomys sloggetti Extension 

13 Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo   

14 Small Grey Mongoose Galerella pulverulenta   

15 Slender Mongoose Galerella sanguinea   

16 Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula   

17 Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata   

18 Suricate (Meerkat) Suricata suricatta   

19 Genet sp. Genetta sp.   

20 Honey Badger Mellivora capensis   

21 Spotted Hyena Crocuta crocuta   

22 African Wild Cat Felis lybica   

23 Lion Panthera leo   

24 Leopard Panthera pardus   
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25 Elephant Loxodonta africana   

26 Rock Hyrax Procavia capensis   

27 Cape Mountain Zebra Equus zebra   

28 Burchell's Zebra Equus burchellii   

29 White Rhino Ceratotherium simum   

30 Warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus   

31 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius   

32 Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis   

33 Buffalo Syncerus caffer   

34 Eland Taurotragus oryx   

35 Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros   

36 Nyala Tragelaphus angasii Extension 

37 Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus   

38 Gemsbok Oryx gazella   

39 Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus   

40 Springbuck Antidorcus marsupialis   

41 Mountain Reedbuck Redunca fulvorufula   

42 Common Reedbuck Redunca arundinum Extension 

43 Grey Rhebok Pelea capreolus Extension 

44 Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus   

45 Red Haartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus   

46 Bontebok Damaliscus dorcas   

47 Impala Aepyceros melampus   

48 Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus   

49 Steenbok Raphicerus campestris   

50 Sharpe's Grysbok Raphicerus sharpei   

51 Red Duiker Cephalophus natalensis Extension 

52 Common Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia   

53 Cape Fur Seal Arctocephalus pusillus Pelagic 

54 Southern Right Whale Eubalaena australis   

55 Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae Extension 

     Bold - endemic to Southern Africa    Italics - near-endemic 
  

 


