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TOUR SUMMARY 
 

 Madagascar has long been a core destination for Tropical Birding, and with the opening of 

a satellite office in the country a couple years ago, we further solidified our expertise in the “Eighth 

Continent.” We had so many tours running during the 2015 peak season that there were five 

groups simultaneously birding on the island at one point in October! This was just one of a bunch 

of successful Madagascar custom tours in 2015. It started with a route that is very similar to that of 

our main set-departure tour, an excellent itinerary that we have perfected over the last decade, 

and ended with a few days on the Masoala Peninsula.  

 This trip had a definite bird bias, but was really a general natural history tour. We took our 

time in observing and photographing whatever we could find, from lemurs to chameleons to 

bizarre invertebrates. One of the participants on this trip is a spider expert, so with his guidance, 

we (eagerly!) searched out, photographed, and marveled at Madagascar’s spider diversity. 

Madagascar is rich in wonderful birds, and we enjoyed these to the fullest. But its mammals, 

reptiles, amphibians, and insects are just as wondrous and accessible, and a trip that ignored 

MADAGASCAR:  
The Wonders of the 

“8th Continent”  
A Tropical Birding Custom Trip 

 
November 10—30, 2015 

Guide: Ken Behrens 
 

All photos taken during this trip. Photos 
by Ken Behrens unless noted otherwise 

	  



	  

	   Madagascar	  Custom	  Tour	   November	  10-‐30,	  2015	  

them would be sorely missing out. If you want to come to Madagascar and see it all… come with 

Tropical Birding! 

 Although Madagascar poses some logistical challenges, especially in the form of the 

national airline Air Madagascar, we enjoyed smooth sailing for most of this tour. Unfortunately, 

that ended when we tried to reach Masoala and ran into multiple “Air  

Malad” flight cancellations. In the end, the Tropical Birding office managed at short notice to 

arrange charter flights to Maroantsetra. It was a nerve-racking experience, at least for the guide, 

but all came right in the end. Although we have had many such “hiccups” on our Madagascar 

tours, they have never seriously impacted the overall success of a trip. We stayed in the most 

comfortable hotels available at each stop on the itinerary, including a remarkably luxurious lodge 

on the remote Masoala Peninsula. Especially considering that Madagascar is one of the world’s 

poorest countries, the fine food and excellent lodging that you’re able to enjoy on a tour of the 

country are quite remarkable.  

 The birding was great, and though this itinerary wasn’t aimed to maximize the bird list or the 

endemic tally, we recorded a solid 176 species, including most of the island’s endemic birds. As 

usual, the highlight was 

seeing all five of the 

incredible ground-rollers, 

from the roadrunner-like 

Long-tailed of the spiny 

forest to the wonderful 

rainforest-dwelling Scaly. 

There was a strong cast 

of vangas, including 

Helmet, Bernier’s, and 

Sickle-billed. As normal, 

the couas were also 

favorites. From the shy 

and beautiful Red-

breasted of the eastern A trio of Subdesert Mesites, member of an endemic family.	  
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rainforest to the huge Giant Coua of the dry western forest, we were looking for and at couas 

virtually every day. The bizarre mesites form a Malagasy endemic family, and we had superb 

views of two of the three members of the family. The asities form yet another endemic family, and 

we saw three of its members including the Velvet Asity and the rare Yellow-bellied Sunbird-Asity. 

The Malagasy warblers were recently found to constitute an endemic family, the Bernieridae. Most 

of these warblers at not colorful, but there is much to be enjoyed in their subtly different shapes 

and drastically different feeding strategies.  

 The colony of gorgeous Red-tailed 

Tropicbirds on Nosy Ve was much enjoyed 

and photographed, as always. Sightings of 

Sooty Tern and Great Frigatebird near that 

small island were unexpected, and perhaps 

related to the marine mammal bonanza that I 

will describe below. Madagascar Crested Ibis 

is one of the toughest birds on this tour, but 

this year we were treated to a good sighting in 

Andasibe after working hard for it. We had 

excellent perched views of Madagascar 

Sparrowhawk, Henst’s Goshawk, and Banded 

Kestrel, three of the island’s most elusive 

raptors. A migrating flock of falcons which 

included both Eleanora’s and Sooty Falcons 

was an excellent bonus, and a definite benefit 

of running a Madagascar tour later in the year. 

By December, these migratory falcons, which 

spend the winter in Madagascar, are common 

across much of the island. Coastal sites held 

good shorebirding as normal, and we spotted 

Greater Sandplover, multiple Greater Painted-snipes, Madagascar Plover, and Crab Plover. On a 

single day in Andasibe-Mantadia NP, we enjoyed astoundingly good views of two tough rails: 

A Hook-billed Vanga on an Octopus Tree.	  
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Madagascar Flufftail and Madagascar Wood-Rail. Some people even managed photographs of 

these shy and fast-moving birds. Madagascar Sandgrouse seems to be getting tougher every year, 

and we nearly missed it, which made extended and close-range last-minute views of a flock of five 

extremely satisfying. Owls and nightjars were well represented; we had great looks at both scops-

owls, White-browed Owl, Madagascasr Long-eared Owl, and Collared Nightjar. Madagascar 

Pygmy-Kingfisher gave us a hard time, but again, we managed great views and even photos in 

the end. The bright orange coloration of this tiny forest-dwelling kingfisher almost seems to glow in 

the dark forest interior.  

 OK, the birding was great. But in Madagascar the birding is only part of the story. Of course, 

we run birding tours, and the birds have priority in some sense. However, one of the amazing 

things about tours to this island is that you can also see an astounding array of mammals, reptiles, 

amphibians, butterflies, and other wildlife, without sacrificing a single bird. Sometimes birding tours 

see more mammals than do devoted “mammaling” tours!   
 

 The “mammaling” on this 

tour was exceptional. In fact, 

one of the most memorable 

experiences of this tour involved 

mammals. On the boat ride 

between Tulear and the small 

island of Nosy Ve (which means 

“small island” in Malagasy!), we 

encountered a huge mixed pod 

of marine mammals, which 

contained Risso’s Dolphins, 

False Killer Whales, and 

hundreds of Spinner Dolphins 

which pirouetted out of the water 

and rode the wake of our boat at 

arm’s length. The hour that we 

spent with these animals was Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec forms a spiny ball to protect itself from 
predators. 
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magical, of a sort of magic that I don’t expect on a Madagascar tour, as the island’s marine waters 

are generally quite poor. I’m not sure of the explanation, but we speculated that there had been 

some sort of nutrient incursion into the near-shore waters, also explaining some of the unusual 

birds our tours recorded in that area, including Sooty Tern and Wilson’s Storm-Petrel (on another 

tour).  

 Overall, we recorded 42 mammals, of which 25 were lemurs, from the tiny mouse-lemurs 

up to Indri, the largest living species. Between were a captivating range of dwarf lemurs, several 

spunky sportive lemurs, a couple of 

tree-clinging woolly lemurs, a 

variety of brown lemurs, and both of 

the big and beautiful ruffed lemurs. 

There were some great non-lemur 

mammals too, such as the bizarre 

Lowland Streaked Tenrec and cute 

little Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec. A 

sighting of a couple of 

Commerson’s Leaf-nosed Bats, 

known as “8 noses” in Malagasy 

due to their odd multi-lobed faces, 

was another mammal highlight, as 

was a sighting of a whole roost of 

Madagascar Flying Foxes, one of 

the world’s largest bats. We did very 

well with the elusive Malagasy 

Carnivores. A tour that enjoys even 

a single carnivore sighting can 

count itself lucky, so seeing one 

Fanaloka and two Ring-tailed       

Vontsiras was over the top!  
Milne-Edwards’ Sifaka in Ranomafana NP was just one of 

many mammal highlights of the trip.	  
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 This was also an excellent tour for 

reptiles and amphibians; we racked up 52 

species of reptiles. The chameleons alone 

showed incredible diversity; we saw 12 

species, including the world’s two largest 

chameleons, and one of its smallest. Geckos 

were spectacular. Best of all was the Giant 

Leaf-tailed Gecko, one of the best 

camouflaged animals on earth, but it had 

strong support from Pictured Big-headed 

Gecko, with eyes like the evil lord Sauron, 

and a bunch of beautiful blazing-green day 

geckos. The presence of iguanids or “swifts” 

on Madagascar is a mysterious fact of 

biogeography, making us especially appreciate seeing four species of swifts (the lizards, not the 

birds!). Snakes were amazing too. In most countries, even those with high snake diversity, you 

can do a 3-week tour and see only one or two snakes. We notched up seven species of snakes, 

seeing several individuals of many of these species. The boas are another Malagasy 

biogeographic mystery, and were also the serpentine highlight; we saw several gorgeous 

Madagascar tree boas.  

 Although November is still quite dry 

in most parts of Madagascar, and it’s not 

quite prime frog season, we identified 38 

species of frogs, albeit with quite a few 

that were heard-only. On one rainy night 

walk, we found several beautiful Boophis 

bright-eyed frogs in “full song”, including 

the Red-eyed Bright-eyed Frog, whose 

canopy-dwelling habits ensure that it is 

The Common Leaf-tailed Gecko is indeed 
wonderfully common on Nosy Mangabe.	  

Red-eyed Bright-eyed Frog was one of the highlights 
among the 38 species of frogs that we recorded.	  
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often heard but rarely seen. We saw two species of Mantellas, the beautifully colored little frogs 

which are the Malagasy equivalent of the poison dart frogs of the neotropics. From the guide’s 

perspective, the best frog sighting was of a Bright-eyed Frog in Masoala which was structurally 

distinctive and brightly colored, but which appears to be undescribed… exciting stuff! 

 We were once again in full “butterfly mode” on this trip as well. We identified 50 species of 

butterflies, the majority of which were endemics. Some of the highlights included the massive 

Madagascar Giant Swallowtail, three species of exquisite Hypolimnas, a few sightings of the 

enigmatic Madagascar Metalmarks, the scarce Club-tailed Charaxes, Madagascar Swordtail, and 

Madagascar Malachite Swallowtail, just to name a few.  

 Greg’s competent efforts, augmented by the rest of the group’s incompetent but 

enthusiastic ones, turned up an astounding bounty of spiders, representing 160-some species, 

and 25 different families. Focusing on this group, which I had previously largely neglected, drove 

home to me yet again the fabulous extent of Madagascar’s biological riches. There is no end of 

the wild wonders to be found and enjoyed on this treasure trove of an island. An annotated and 

illustrated spider list is found at the end of this report. Even arachnophobes will have to be 

impressed by the diversity and bizarre beauty on display!  

 
One of many bizarre and wonderful invertebrates spotted on this trip:  

a member of the genus Antongilia, sometimes called “Mossy Stick Insects”. 
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ITINERARY 
 
November 10  Arrival in Antananarivo. 
November 11  Flight to Tulear. Drive to Ifaty. 
November 12  Ifaty. 
November 13  Ifaty to Tulear. 
November 14  Boat trip to Nosy Ve and Anakao. 
November 15  Tulear to Zombitse. 
November 16  Zombitse National Park to Isalo. 
November 17  Isalo to Anja Park to Ranomafana National Park. 
November 18  Ranomafana National Park. 
November 19  Ranomafana National Park. 
November 20  Ranomafana to Antsirabe. 
November 21  Antsirabe to Andasibe. 
November 22  Andasibe-Mantadia NP. 
November 23  Andasibe. 
November 24  Andasibe to Antananarivo 
November 25  Antananarivo.  
November 26  Antananarivo to Masoala National Park. 
November 27  Masoala National Park. 
November 28  Masoala National Park.  
November 29   Masoala National Park.  
November 30  Masoala to Antananarivo.  
 

 
The Blue Vanga is a real beauty, and the male is even more brightly colored than this female!
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PHOTO GALLERY 
Follows tour’s chronology 

 

    
Madagascar Lark is one of the most common of the island’s more than 100 endemic birds. 

 

 
Sunset in the spiny forest, Madagascar’s most visually distinctive and bizarre biome.  
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Like some pop musicians, the Thamnornis (left) has only one name. The Madagascar Cuckoo (right) spends 

the non-breeding season on Africa, then migrates to Madagscar to breed.   
 

 
The Running Coua is one of several birds that are only found in the spiny forest of Madagascar’s southwest.   
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Madagascar Sparrowhawk (left) in a baobab tree, and spiny forest endemic Subdesert Brush-Warbler (right).  

 

 
Madagascar Plover is a rare and localized endemic.    
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The wonderful Long-tailed Ground-Roller, undoubtedly one of Madagascar’s best birds. 

 

    
Chabert Vanga (right) and Madagascar Green-Pigeon (right).   
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Standing’s Day Gecko (left) on an Adansonia rubrostipa baobab. Sickle-billed Vanga (right). 

 

 
Madagascar Buttonquail. In buttonquail, females (like this one) have brighter plumage than the males.   



	  

	   Madagascar	  Custom	  Tour	   November	  10-‐30,	  2015	  

 
I can’t resist adding another Long-tailed Ground-Roller photo. Such a great bird. 

 

 
The Three-eyed Lizard, a member of the Madagascar Swift or Iguanid family.   
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Gray-brown Mouse Lemurs (left) and Madagascar Bee-eater (right).  

 

    
The birding in the spiny forest is wonderfully easy. Madagascar Hoopoe (left) is common,  

while Banded Kestrel (right) is quite rare.   
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The Crested Coua sports the bright bare facial skin typical of the couas. 

 

 
Red-shouldered Vanga has a tiny range in a very specific habitat in southwest Madagascar.   
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The Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher has a bright yellow mouth!   
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Madagascar Cisticola (left) and the “Green-capped” subspecies of Red-capped Coua (right). 

 

 
Madagascar Nightjar on a day roost.    
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On the way to Nosy Ve, observed a large pod of marine mammals, which included Risso’s Dolphin (above) 

and Spinner Dolphin (below). This unexpected sighting was one of the top experiences of the trip.  
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White-fronted Plovers breed on Nosy Ve… 

 

 
…as do Red-tailed Tropicbirds. This is a juvenile which has a scaly plumage unlike the all-white adults.   
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Littoral Rock-Thrush female (left) and male (right).  

 

 
Appert’s Tetraka is virtually endemic to the Zombitse-Vohibasia National Park. 
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A male Rufous Vanga feeds its chicks. Greg tried but failed to identify the spider in its bill! 

 

 
We nearly missed Madagascar Sandgrouse, but found a small flock at the last minute.  
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Verreaux’s Sifaka mother and baby, spitting images of each other! 

 

 
Torotoroko Scops Owl at Isalo. Photo by Bob Mumford. 
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Ring-tailed Lemur is Madagascar’s best-known creature. 
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Grandidier’s Madagascar Swift is the most localized of the island’s iguanids.    
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Brown Mesite (left) is one of Madagascar’s hardest to find endemics. Milne-Edwards’ Sifaka (right) is one of 

the many lemurs that we seek out in Ranomafana NP. 
 

 
Rufous-headed Ground-Roller is another of the trickiest endemics, but we had astounding views on this trip.   
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A Madagascar Cuckoo-shrike with a bill full of Megaloremmius leo huntsman spider (left).  

Ranomafana is one of Madagascar’s best places for chameleons like this Perinet Chameleon (right). 
 
 

    
Golden Bamboo Lemur (left) and the rarely photographed Green Jery (right).  
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This sportive lemur that we saw in Ranomafana NP likely belongs to an undescribed species.   
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A couple prize sightings in Ranomafana: Pollen’s Vanga (left) and Velvet Asity (right).  

 

 
Tsarafidy Pandanus Frog on… you guessed it… pandanus. 



	  

	   Madagascar	  Custom	  Tour	   November	  10-‐30,	  2015	  

 
A male Nelicourvi Weaver singing its “radio static” song. 

 

    
A Gluttonous Bighead Snake (left) and the dark morph of “Dimorphic” Little Egret (right).   
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The stunning Madagascar Blue Vanga. 

 

 
Crossley’s Vanga is astoundingly similar to an Asian babbler. 
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Indri is the largest living lemur, and Andasibe’s top draw. 

 

    
Madagascar Malachite Swallowtail (left) and a Madagascar Crested Ibis on its nest (right).  
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Short-legged Ground-Roller in Mantadia NP. 

 

    
Eastern Madagascar Tree Boa (left) and Lined Leaf-tailed Gecko (right).   
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The hefty endemic Henst’s Goshawk. 

 

 
Short-horned Chameleon on a night walk near Andasibe. 
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A baby Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur (left) and a magnificent weevil (right). 

 

 
Green Bright-eyed Frog has bright eyes indeed.   
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Diademed Sifaka is perhaps the most colourful of Madagascar’s nine sifakas. 

 

    
A couple of vangas in Andasibe-Mantadia NP: Tylas (left) and Crossley’s Vanga (right). 
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Our quick visit to Lake Tsarasaotra in Tana turned up Madagascar Malachite Kingfisher… 

 

 
…and lots of White-faced Whistling-Ducks.   
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Some beautiful and bizarre details of the Common Leaf-tailed Gecko.  

 

  
Climbing Mantella is easily found on Nosy Mangabe.   
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White-fronted Brown Lemur is only found in northeast Madagascar. 

 

 
On a mini boat trip, we enjoyed great views of a large roost of terns, like these Lesser Crested Terns.   



	  

	   Madagascar	  Custom	  Tour	   November	  10-‐30,	  2015	  

    
Night walks prizes: Masoala Sportive Lemur (left; with baby!) and a huge katydid (right). 

 

 
Peryieras’s Leaf Chameleon is one of the world’s smallest reptiles. 
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Red Ruffed Lemur is Masoala’s marquee mammal, and one of the most attractive on the island. 

 

    
A bizarre ricaniid leafhopper (left) and a net-casting spider (right). 
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The elusive Bernier’s Vanga (left) and more common Madagascar Blue Pigeon (right). 

 

 
This undescribed frog from Masoala is closely related to Mantidactylus grandidieri. 
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A couple more views of the Scaly Ground-Roller, the guide’s favourite Malagasy bird.  
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BIRD LIST 
 
Taxonomy and nomenclature follow The Clements Checklist of the Birds of the World v2015 
(including updates through August 2015).  
 

    Anatidae (Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl) 
    White-faced Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna viduata  
E EN Meller's Duck  Anas melleri  
    Red-billed Duck (Teal)  Anas erythrorhyncha  
    Hottentot Teal  Anas hottentota  

    Numididae (Guineafowl)   
I   Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris  

    Phasianidae (Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies) 
    Common Quail Coturnix coturnix 
    Harlequin Quail  Coturnix delegorguei  

    Podicipedidae (Grebes)   
    Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis  
E VU Madagascar (Little) Grebe  Tachybaptus pelzelnii  

    Phoenicopteridae (Flamingos)   
    Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus  

    Phaethontidae (Tropicbirds)   
    Red-tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon rubricauda  

    Fregatidae (Frigatebirds)   
    Great Frigatebird Fregata minor 

    Scopidae (Hamerkop)   
    Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta  

    Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns) 
Essp   Gray Heron  Ardea cinerea firasa 

E  EN Humblot's Heron Ardea humbloti 
Essp   Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea madagascariensis 

    Great (White) Egret  Ardea alba  
RE   Little (Dimorphic) Egret  Egretta garzetta dimorpha 
    Black Heron (Egret) Egretta ardesiaca  
    Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis  
    (Common) Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides  

RBE EN Madagascar (Squacco) Pond-Heron  Ardeola idae  
Essp   Striated (Green-backed) Heron  Butorides striata rutenbergi 

    Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax  
    Threskiornithidae (Ibises and Spoonbills) 

E NT Madagascan (Crested) Ibis Lophotibis cristata 
    Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, and Kites) 

E   Madagascar Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides radiatus  
Essp   Frances's Goshawk Accipiter f. francesii  

E NT Madagascar Sparrowhawk  Accipiter madagascariensis  
E NT Henst's Goshawk  Accipiter henstii  
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NBM   Black (Yellow-billed) Kite Milvus migrans (parasitus) 
E   Madagascar Buzzard  Buteo brachypterus  

    Mesitornithidae (Mesites)   
E VU Brown Mesite  Mesitornis unicolor  
E VU Subdesert Mesite  Monias benschi  

    Rallidae (Rails, Gallinules, and Coots) 
E VU Madagascar Rail  Rallus madagascariensis  

Essp   White-throated Rail  Dryolimnas c. cuvieri  
    Baillon's Crake  Porzana pusilla  
    Eurasian Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus pyrrhorrhoa 
    Red-knobbed Coot  Fulica cristata  
    Sarothruridae (Flufftails)   
E   Madagascar Wood-Rail  Canirallus kioloides  
E   Madagascar Flufftail  Sarothrura insularis  

    Recurvirostridae (Stilts and Avocets)   
    Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus  

    Charadriidae (Plovers and Lapwings) 
NBM   Black-bellied (Grey) Plover  Pluvialis squatarola  
NBM   Greater Sandplover  Charadrius leschenaultii  

    Kittlitz's Plover  Charadrius pecuarius  
NBM   Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula  

E VU Madagascar Plover  Charadrius thoracicus  
Essp   Three-banded Plover  Charadrius tricollaris bifrontatus 
Essp   White-fronted Plover  Charadrius marginatus tenellus 

    Rostratulidae (Painted-Snipes)   
    Greater Painted-snipe  Rostratula benghalensis  

    Scolopacidae (Sandpipers and Allies) 
NBM   Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos  
NBM   Common Greenshank  Tringa stagnatilis 
NBM   Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus  
NBM   Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica  
NBM   Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres  
NBM   Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea  
NBM   Sanderling  Calidris alba  

E VU Madagascan Snipe Gallinago macrodactyla 
    Turnicidae (Buttonquail)   

E   Madagascar Buttonquail  Turnix nigricollis  
    Dromadidae (Crab Plover)   
NBM   Crab Plover  Dromas ardeola  

    Glareolidae (Pratincoles and Coursers) 
E VU Madagascar Pratincole  Glareola ocularis  

    Laridae (Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers) 
    Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus 

NBM   Saunders's Tern  Sternula saundersi  
    Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii arideensis 

NBM   Common Tern  Sterna hirundo  
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    Great Crested (Swift) Tern  Thalasseus bergii  
NBM   Lesser Crested Tern  Thalasseus bengalensis  

    Pteroclidae (Sandgrouse)   
E   Madagascar Sandgrouse  Pterocles personatus  

    Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves)   
I   Rock Pigeon (Dove)  Columba livia  

Essp   Madagascar Turtle-Dove  Streptopelia p. picturata  
Essp   Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis aliena 
Essp   Madagascar Green-Pigeon  Treron australis xenius/australis 

E    Madagascar Blue-Pigeon  Alectroenas madagascariensis  
    Cuculidae (Cuckoos)   

BE   Madagascar (Lesser) Cuckoo  Cuculus rochii  
E   Giant Coua  Coua gigas  
E   Coquerel's Coua  Coua coquereli  
E   Red-breasted Coua  Coua serriana  
E   Red-fronted Coua  Coua reynaudii  

E   "Green-capped" Red-capped 
Coua  Coua ruficeps olivaceiceps 

E   Running Coua  Coua cursor  
E   Crested Coua  Coua cristata  
E NT Verreaux's Coua  Coua verreauxi  
E   Blue Coua  Coua caerulea  

Essp   Madagascar Coucal  Centropus t. toulou  
    Strigidae (Owls)   

E    Malagasy Scops-Owl  Otus rutilus  
E   Torotoroka Scops-Owl  Otus madagascariensis  
E   Madagascar Long-eared Owl Asio madagascariensis  
E   White-browed Owl  Ninox superciliaris  

    Caprimulgidae (Nightjars and allies)   
E   Collared Nightjar  Gactornis enarratus  

Essp   Madagascar Nightjar  Caprimulgus m. madagascariensis  
    Apodidae (Swifts)   
Essp   Malagasy Spinetail (Mad. Sp-Swift)  Zoonavena g. grandidieri  
Essp   Madagascar (Black) Swift Apus b. balstoni 
NBM   Little Swift Apus affinis 
Essp   African Palm-Swift  Cypsiurus parvus gracilis 

    Leptosomidae (Cuckoo-Roller)   
RE   (Madagascar) Cuckoo-Roller  Leptosomus discolor  

    Upupidae (Hoopoes)   
E   Madagascar Hoopoe  Upupa marginata  

    Alcedinidae (Kingfishers)   
Essp   Malagasy (Madagascar) Kingfisher  Corythornis v. vintsioides  

E   Madagascar Pygmy-Kingfisher  Corythornis  madagascariensis  
    Meropidae (Bee-eaters)   

    Madagascar Bee-eater  Merops superciliosus  
    Coraciidae (Rollers)   
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BEssp   Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus g. glaucurus  

    Brachypteraciidae (Ground-
Rollers)   

E VU Short-legged Ground-Roller  Brachypteracias leptosomus  
E VU Scaly Ground-Roller  Brachypteracias squamiger 
E   Pitta-like Ground-Roller  Atelornis pittoides  
E NT Rufous-headed Ground-Roller Atelornis crossleyi  
E VU Long-tailed Ground-Roller  Uratelornis chimaera  

    Falconidae (Falcons and Caracaras) 
RE   Madagascar Kestrel  Falco newtoni  
E   Banded Kestrel  Falco zoniventris  

NBM   Eleonora's Falcon Falco eleonorae 
NBM NT Sooty Falcon Falco concolor 

    Psittaculidae (Old World Parrots)   
Essp   Greater Vasa-Parrot  Coracopsis vasa v./drouhardi 
Essp   Lesser Vasa-Parrot  Coracopsis nigra n./libs 

E   Grey-headed Lovebird  Agapornis canus  
    Philepittidae (Asities)   

E   Velvet Asity  Philepitta castanea  
E   Common Sunbird-Asity  Neodrepanis coruscans  
E VU Yellow-bellied (Sunbird-)Asity  Neodrepanis hypoxantha 

    Vangidae (Vangas & Helmetshrikes)   
E   Archbold's Newtonia  Newtonia archboldi  
E   Common Newtonia  Newtonia brunneicauda  
E   Dark Newtonia  Newtonia amphichroa  
E   Tylas Vanga  Tylas eduardi  
E   Red-tailed Vanga  Calicalicus madagascariensis  
E VU Red-shouldered Vanga  Calicalicus rufocarpalis  
E   Nuthatch Vanga  Hypositta corallirostris  
E   Chabert Vanga  Leptopterus chabert  
E   Crossley's Vanga (Babbler)  Mystacornis crossleyi  

Essp   (Madagascar) Blue Vanga  Cyanolanius m. madagascarinus  
E   Hook-billed Vanga  Vanga curvirostris  
E   Ward's Vanga (Flycatcher) Pseudobias wardi  
E   Rufous Vanga  Schetba rufa  
E VU Helmet Vanga  Euryceros prevostii  
E VU Bernier's Vanga  Oriola bernieri  
E   Sickle-billed Vanga  Falculea palliata  
E   White-headed Vanga  Artamella (Leptopterus) viridis  
E NT Pollen's Vanga  Xenopirostris polleni  
E   Lafresnaye's Vanga  Xenopirostris xenopirostris  

    Campephagidae (Cuckoo-shrikes)   
Essp   Ashy (Madagascar) Cuckoo-shrike  Coracina c. cinerea  

    Dicruridae (Drongos)   
Essp   Crested Drongo  Dicrurus f. forficatus  

    Monarchidae (Monarch Flycatchers)   
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Essp   Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher  Terpsiphone m. mutata  
    Corvidae (Crows, Jays, and Magpies) 

    Pied Crow  Corvus albus  
    Alaudidae (Larks)   

E   Madagascar Lark  Mirafra hova  
    Hirundinidae (Swallows)   
Essp   Plain (Brown-throated) Martin Riparia paludicola cowani 
RE   Mascarene Martin  Phedina borbonica  

NBM   Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 
    Pycnonotidae (Bulbuls)   
Essp   Madagascar Bulbul  Hypsipetes m. madagascariensis  

    Acrocephalidae (Reed-Warblers and Allies) 
Essp   Madagascar Brush-Warbler  Nesillas t. typica  

E    Subdesert Brush-Warbler  Nesillas lantzi  
E    Madagascar Swamp-Warbler  Acrocephalus newtoni  
    Locustellidae (Grassbirds and Allies) 
E   Gray Emu-tail  Amphilais seebohmi  

    Bernieridae (Malagasy Warblers)   
E   White-throated Oxylabes  Oxylabes madagascariensis  
E   Long-billed Bernieria (Greenbul) Bernieria madagascariensis  
E   Cryptic Warbler  Cryptosylvicola randrianasoloi  
E NT Wedge-tailed Jery  Hartertula flavoviridis  
E   Thamnornis (Warbler)  Thamnornis chloropetoides  
E NT Yellow-browed Oxylabes Crossleyia xanthophrys 
E   Spectacled Tetraka (Greenbul) Xanthornixis zosterops  
E VU Appert's Tetraka (Greenbul) Xanthornixis apperti  
E NT Grey-crowned Tetraka Xanthornixis cinereiceps  
E   Rand's Warbler  Randia pseudozosterops  

    Cisticolidae (Cisticolas and Allies)   
E   Common Jery  Neomixis tenella  
E   Green Jery  Neomixis viridis  
E   Stripe-throated Jery  Neomixis striatigula  

RE   Madagascar Cisticola  Cisticola cherina 
    Zosteropidae (White-eyes)   

RE   Madagascar White-eye  Zosterops maderaspatanus  
    Muscicapidae (Old World Flycatchers) 

E   Madagascar Magpie-Robin  Copsychus albospecularis  
E    Forest Rock-Thrush  Monticola s. sharpei  
E    [Benson's Rock-Thrush]  [Monticola sharpei bensoni]  
E    Littoral Rock-Thrush  Monticola imerina 

Essp   African Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus sibilla 
    Sturnidae (Starlings)   

E   Madagascar Starling  Saroglossa aurata  
I   Common Myna  Acridotheres tristis  

    Nectariniidae (Sunbirds and Spiderhunters) 
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Essp   Souimanga Sunbird  Cinnyris souimanga s./apolis 
Essp   Madagascar (Green) Sunbird  Cinnyris n. notatus  

    Motacillidae (Wagtails and Pipits)   
E   Madagascar Wagtail  Motacilla flaviventris  

    Ploceidae (Weavers and Allies)   
E   Nelicourvi Weaver  Ploceus nelicourvi  
E   Sakalava Weaver  Ploceus sakalava  

RE   Red (Magagascar) Fody  Foudia madagascariensis  
E   Forest Fody  Foudia omissa  

    Estrildidae (Waxbills and Allies)   
E   Madagascar Mannikin  Lonchura nana  

 
 

E - Endemic    CR - Critically endangered 
Essp - Endemic subspecies  EN - Endangered 
BE - Breeding endemic  VU - Vulnerable 
RE - Regional endemic  NT - Near-threatened 
NBM - Non-breeding migrant   
I – Introduced 

 
[brackets] = a taxon not split in the Clements list 

  

  
A female (left) and two male Madagascar Starlings in Ranomafana NP. 



	  

	   Madagascar	  Custom	  Tour	   November	  10-‐30,	  2015	  

MAMMAL LIST 
 
Taxonomy and nomenclature for lemurs follow Conservation International’s Lemurs of Madagascar 
(2010) by Russell Mittermeier et al. For other mammals, taxonomy and nomenclature follow 
Mammals of Madagascar (2007) by Nick Garbutt. 
 

  Cheirogaleidae (Mouse & Dwarf Lemurs)   
E Gray-brown Mouse Lemur  Microcebus griseorufus  
E Gray Mouse Lemur Microcebus murinus 
E Rufous Mouse Lemur  Microcebus rufus  
E Mittermeier's Mouse Lemur Microcebus mittermeieri 
E Greater Dwarf Lemur  Cheirogaleus major  
E Crossley's Dwarf Lemur Cheirogaleus crossleyi 

  Lepilemuridae (Sportive Lemurs) 
E Small-toothed Sportive Lemur Lepilemur microdon 
E Zombitse Sportive Lemur  Lepilemur hubbardi  
E Petter's Sportive Lemur  Lepilemur petteri 
E Scott´s Sportive Lemur Lepilemur scottorum 

  Lemuridae (True Lemurs)   
E Eastern Lesser (Gray) Bamboo Lemur  Hapalemur griseus  
E Ranomafana Bamboo Lemur  Hapalemur g. ranomafanensis 
E Golden Bamboo Lemur  Hapalemur aureus  
E Ring-tailed Lemur  Lemur catta  
E Common Brown Lemur  Eulemur fulvus  
E White-fronted Brown Lemur  Eulemur albifrons  
E Red-bellied Lemur  Eulemur rubriventer  
E Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur  Varecia variegata  
E Red Ruffed Lemur  Varecia rubra  

  Indridae (Woolly Lemurs, Sifakas & Indri) 
E Eastern Woolly Lemur (Avahi)  Avahi laniger  
E Moore´s Woolly Lemur (Avahi) Avahi mooreorum 
E Verreaux’s Sifaka  Propithecus verreauxi  
E Diademed Sifaka  Propithecus edwardsi  
E Milne-Edwards Sifaka  Propithecus diadema  
E Indri  Indri Indri  

  Eupleridae (Malagasy Carnivores) 
E Fanaloka Fossa fossana  
E Ring-tailed Vontsira (Mongoose)  Galidia elegans  
  Pteropodidae (Fruit Bats)   
E Madagascar Flying Fox Pteropus rufus 
  Hipposideridae (Old World Leaf-nosed Bats)   
E Commerson's Leaf-nosed Bat Hipposideros commersoni 

  Tenrecidae (Tenrecs)   
E Common Tenrec Tenrec ecaudatus 
E Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec Echinops telfairi 
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E Lowland Streaked Tenrec Hemicentetes semispinosus 
E Shrew Tenrec sp. Microgale sp. 

  Nesomyidae (African Rodents)   
E Eastern Red Forest Rat  Nesomys rufus  
E Lowland Red Forest Rat Nesomys audeberti 
E Tuft-tailed Rat sp. Eliurus sp. 
E White-tailed Tree Rat Brachytarsomys albicauda 

  Muridae (Old World Rats & Mice)   
  Black Rat Rattus rattus 

  Cetaceans   
  Spinner Dolphin Stenella longirostris 
  Common / Indo-Pacific Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus / aduncus 
  Risso's Dolphin Grampus griseus 
  False Killer Whale Pseudorca crassidens 

 

 
White-tailed Tree Rat or Antsangy is rarely seen by visiting naturalist,  

so our sighting on Masoala was much enjoyed.   
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REPTILE LIST 
 

Taxonomy and nomenclature follow A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar: 
Third Edition (2007) by Frank Glaw and Miguel Vences. 
 
E   Antongil Leaf Chameleon Brookesia peyrierasi   
E   Bruno's Leaf Chameleon  Brookesia brunoi   
E   Short-horned Chameleon Calumma brevicorne   
E   Big Nose Chameleon Calumma nasutum   
E   Perinet (Band-bellied) Chameleon Calumma gastrotaenia   
E   Parson's (Giant) Chameleon Calumma parsonii   
E   O'Shaughnessy's Chameleon Calumma oshaughnessyi   
E   Cryptic (Blue-legged) Chameleon Calumma crypticum   
E   Deceptive Chameleon Calumma fallax   
E   Oustalet's Chameleon Furcifer oustaleti   
E   Warty Chameleon Furcifer verrucosus   
E   Panther Chameleon Furcifer pardalis   

    Opluridae     
E   Three-eyed Lizard Chalarodon madagascariensis   
E   Merrem's Madagascar Swift Oplurus cyclurus   
E   Grandidier's Madagascar Swift Oplurus grandidieri   
E   Dumeril's Madagascar Swift Oplurus quadrimaculatus   

    Gekkonidae     
E   Madagascar Ground Gecko Paroedura pictus   
E   Common Leaf-tailed Gecko Uroplatus fimbriatus   
E   Satanic Leaf-tailed Gecko Uroplatus phantasticus   
E   Sakalava Madagascar Velvet Gecko Blaesodactylus sakalava   
    Common Four-clawed Gecko Gehyra mutilata   
    Common House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus   
    Gray's Leaf-toed Gecko Hemidactylus mercatorius   

RE   Madagascar Clawless Gecko Ebenavia inunguis   
E   Grandidier's Dwarf Gecko Lygodactylus tolampyae   
E   Spiny Forest Dwarf Gecko Lygodactylus tuberosus   
E     Lygodactylus verticillatus   
E   Painted Dwarf Gecko Lycodactylus pictus   
E   Speckled Day Gecko Phelsuma guttata    
E V Standing's Day Gecko Phelsuma standingi   
E   Thicktail Day Gecko Phelsuma mutabilis   
E   Lined Day Gecko Phelsuma lineata   
E   Small Lined Day Gecko Phelsuma pusilla   
E   Peacock Day Gecko Phelsuma quadriocellata   
E   Modest Day Gecko Phelsuma modesta   
    Gerrhosauridae     

E   Malagasy Keeled Plated Lizard Tracheloptychus 
madagascarensis   
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E   Peter's Keeled Plated Lizard Tracheloptychus petersi   
RE   Madagascar Plated Lizard Zonosaurus madagascariensis   
E   Western Plated Lizard Zonosaurus laticaudatus   
E   Brygoo's Plated Lizard Zonosaurus brygooi   
E V Four-lined Plated Lizard Zonosaurus quadrilineatus   
E   Ornate Plated Lizard Zonosaurus ornatus   
    Scincidae     
E   Gravenhorst's Skink Trachylepis gravenhorstii   
E   Elegant Skink Trachylepis elegans   
E   Amphiglossus Skink species Amphiglossus sp.   

    Boidae     
E   Eastern Madagascar Tree Boa Sanzinia madagascariensis   

    Colubridae     
E   Madagascar Cat-eyed Snake Madagascarophis colubrinus   
E   Gluttonous Bighead Snake Compsophis laphystius   
E     Ithycyphus perineti   
E   Collared Bright Snake Liophidium torquatum G 
E   Gold-collared Snake Liophidium rhodogaster   
E   Mahafaly Sand Snake Mimophis mahfalensis   

 
G = seen only by guide 

 

 
Leaf-nosed Snake is an incredible creature that is rarely seen in the wild. We enjoyed seeing a male and 

female, with their drastically different nasal projections, in a reptile park. 
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AMPHIBIAN LIST 
 

Taxonomy and nomenclature for follow A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of 
Madagascar: Third Edition (2007) by Frank Glaw and Miguel Vences. 
 

    Dicroglossidae     
    Mascarene Ridged Frog Ptychadena mascareniensis   
    Hyperoliidae     
E   Betsileo Reed Frog Heterixalus betsileo   
    Microhylidae     
E   Stump-toed Frog Stumpffia sp. H 
      Plethodontohyla inguinalis H 
E   Boulenger's Giant Treefrog Platypelis grandis H 
    Mantellidae     
E   Madagascar Jumping Frog Aglyptodactylus madagascariensis   
E   Moramanga Pointy Frog Blommersia blommersae   
E   Witt's Pointy Frog Blommersia wittei   
E   Central Bright-eyed Frog Boophis rappiodes   
E   Bott's Bright-eyed Frog Boophis bottae   
E   Madagascar Bright-eyed Frog Boophis madagascariensis    
E   Green Bright-eyed Frog Boophis viridis   
E   Red-eyed Bright-eyed Frog Boophis luteus   
E   Fiery Bright-eyed Frog Boophis pyrrhus H 

    undescribed Bright-eyed Frog - 
Masoala Boophis sp.   

E   Duméril's Bright-eyed Frog Boophis tephraeomystax   

E   undescribed Pandanus Frog Guibemantis  sp. aff. Albolineatus 
"Andasibe"   

E   Tsarafidy Pandanus Frog Guibermantis pulcher   
E   Free Pandanus Frog Guibermantis liber   
E   Madagascar Fringed Frog Spinomantis aglavei H 
E   Rough Bridge Frog Gephyromantis asper   
E   Engraved Bridge Frog Gephyromantis sculpturatus   
E EN Webb's Bridge Frog Gephyromantis webbi   
E   Boulenger's Bridge Frog Gephyromantis boulengeri   
      Gephyromantis blanci H 
E   Tschenk's Bridge Frog Gephyromantis tschenki   
E   Enki Bridge Frog Gephyromantis enki   
E   Charlotte's Madagascar Frog Mantidactylus charlotteae   
      Mantidactylus aerumnalis H 

E   White-whiskered Madagascar 
Frog Mantidactylus melanopleura   

E   Betsileo Madagascar Frog Mantidactylus betsileanus   

E     Mantidactylus sp. aff. Betsileanus 
"Toamasina"   
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E   Ivohimanita Madagascar Frog Mantidactylus majori   
E   Central Madagascar Frog Mantidactylus opiparis   
E     Mantidactylus sp. aff. grandidieri N.   

E     Mantidactylus sp. aff. Ulcerosus 
"Isalo" H 

E   Baron's Mantella Mantella baroni   
E   Climbing Mantella Mantella laevigata   

 
 

 
Red-eyed Bright-eyed Frog.   
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BUTTERFLY & MOTH LIST 
 

    Papilionidae   
Essp   Mocker Swallowtail  Papilio dardanus 

E   Cream-lined Swallowtail Papilio delalandei  
    Citrus Swallowtail Papilio demodocus 

RE   Spotted Blue Swallowtail Papilio epiphorbas 
RE   Madagascar Swordtail Graphium evombar 
E   Madagascar Malachite Swallowtail Graphium cyrnus 
E   Madagascar Lady Graphium endochus 
E   Madagascar Giant Swallowtail Pharmacophagus antenor 
    Pieridae   
    Small Grass Yellow  Eurema brigitta pulchella 
    Marsh Grass Yellow Eurema halape  
E   Madagascar Migrant Catopsilia thauruma 
    African Migrant Catopsilia florella 
    Small Salmon Arab Colotis amata 

RE   Madagascar Orange Tip Colotis evanthe 
E   Madagascar Purple Tip Colotis zoe 

Essp   African Wood White  Leptosia alcesta sylvicola 
E   Madagascar Caper White Belenois helcida 
E   Grandidier’s Caper White Belenois grandidieri 
E   Madagascar Dotted Border Mylothris phileris 
E   Smith's Dotted Border Mylothris smithii 

Essp   Albatross White Appias sabina confusa 
Essp   Zebra White Pinacopteryx eriphia mabillei 

    Rionidae   
E   Madagascar Metalmark Saribia sp. 
    Lycanidae   
E     Leptotes rabefaner 
    Nymphalidae   
    African Monarch Danaus chrysippus aegyptius 
    Common Evening Brown Melanitis leda helena 

RE   Indian Ocean Satyr Heteropsis sp. 
E   Andara Charaxes Charaxes andara 

Essp   Club-tailed Charaxes Charaxes zoolina betsimisaraka 
E   Banded Commodore Precis andremiaja 
E   Gold-striped Commodore Precis eurodoce 
    Painted Lady Vandessa cardui 

RE   Madagascar Brown Pansy Junonia goudotii 
    Blue Pansy Junonia oenone epiclelia 

RE   Brilliant Blue Junonia rhadama 
E   Madagascar Beauty Salamis anteva 
    Clouded Mother-of-Pearl Protogoniomorpha anacardii duprei 
    Deceptive Diadem Hypolimnas deceptor 
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    Common Diadem Hypolimnas misippus 
    Great Eggfly Hypolimnas bolina 
    Common Joker Byblia anvatara anvatara 
E   Kikideli Sailer Neptis kikideli  
    Spotted Sailer Neptis saclava 
E   Madagascar Forest Glade Nymph Aterica rabena 
    Ranavalona Acraea Acraea ranavalona 

RE     Acraea igati 
      Acraea encedon 
      Acraea turna 
E   Madagascar Leopard Phalanta madagascariensis 
    Common Leopard Phalanta phalantha aethiopica 
    Uraniidae   
E   Madagascar Sunset Moth Chrysiridia rhipheus 
    Noctuidae   
      Rothia micropales 

 

 
Rothia micropales is an attractive and quite butterfly-like moth, which we saw near Ranomafana NP.  
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SPIDER LIST 
Annotated list and photos by Greg Anderson (Greg.Anderson@qimrberghofer.edu.au) 

 
This was a birding trip, so these spider notes represent incidental observations made during the trip. The 

spider fauna of Madagascar is likely to be hyper-diverse. The current list of around 600 species is an 
underestimate by several-fold at least. This list is based on observations of easily or relatively easily seen spiders 
that were found during the day or on night walks. Spiders were observed in their webs, or by inspecting tree 
trunks, under leaves, and occasionally under rocks and logs. Systematic collection of spiders (for example, using 
beating, sifting of leaf litter, pitfall trapping – with one exception, see Archeidae below) was not carried out. These 
other techniques represent the best chance of locating the diverse cryptic and small spider species. However, the 
methods used to locate spiders on this trip are appropriate for a birding/general natural history trip to Madagascar.  
 
The list below mentions 160 distinct species that were noted, but not every sighting was recorded. 
 
List of Spiders Observed  
 
It should be pointed out 
that, for most spiders, 
identification is very difficult 
by casual observation, 
except for the most 
distinctive species. 
Confirmation of 
identification involves 
examination of the genitalia 
under the microscope, and 
even then it can be difficult 
to distinguish between 
closely related species. 
The identifications provided 
here should be considered, 
at best, approximate. 
Wherever possible I have 
consulted the original 
literature, and I have asked 
the advice of several 
arachnologists on a range 
of species. Many 
Madagascar spiders were 
described many years ago 
and the older literature is either not illustrated or poorly illustrated. This makes identifications even more difficult, 
and many of the spiders seen or photographed were not able to be identified. 
 
The photographs provided are of variable quality and are meant to be for record purposes. Most were taken by 
me using an Olympus TG4 point and shoot camera and not with specialized macro gear, nevertheless, the 
images should be sufficient for general identification.  
 
 
  

Augusta glyphica, one of the stranger spiders spotted on this trip.	  
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Family: Araneidae 
 
This is one of the largest families of spiders. Most species build the classical orb web that we associate with 
spiders, although some species build no web at all, and members of some other families also weave orbs. There 
are many genera and many species, and a good representation of these was found on this trip. About 75 species 
have been described from Madagasacar. 
 
Acrosomoides acrosomoides  

Seen in a number of locations. Recorded at Ranomafana, Masoala. 
 
Arachnura scorpionoides  

A couple of Arachnura specimens were seen at Ranomafana, and they are almost certainly this species. 
 
Araneus sp.   

A spider photographed in the arboretum at Tulear is likely to be of this genus. 
 
Argiope ranomafanensis  

In most parts of the world, each area usually has a small number of Argiope species. They usually build 
their orb webs close to the ground and stay in them all the time, day and night. The much larger females are 
the ones usually observed and they are often patterned and colourful. They also often place bands of 
conspicuous dense white silk near the centre of their webs, often in the shape of a cross. On this trip only 
one species was observed. Only recorded at Andasibe 

 
Augusta glyphica  

An unusual spider. One was found by Linjo at Ranomafana. 
 
Caerostris cowani?  

Spiders that appeared to be of this species were recorded 
several times at Andasibe and Mantadia NPs.  

 
Caerostris ecclesiigera  

One photographed in Andasibe. 
 
Caerostris extrusa  

A common large orb weaver in the eastern forests. 
Recorded at Ranomafana, Andasibe and Mantadia. 

 
Caerostris sexcuspidata?  

One spider likely to be of this species was recorded at 
Ranomafana. 

 
Caerostris sp 

At least seven different unidentified species were seen at 
Ranomafana, Mantadia, Lake Tsarasaotra, and Nosy 
Mangabe.  

 
Cyclosa sp  

Cyclosa species were observed throughout the trip. A 
small species was abundant at Masoala. These spiders 

Cyclosa sp. hiding in the middle of a line 
of food debris.	  
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build a vertical orb web, and place a line of food debris along one diagonal of the web. The spider sits at the 
centre of the web (and the centre of the debris line) where it blends in very well. It is often difficult to make 
out the spider. The debris lines are sometimes vertical (as was the case with the Masoala species) and 
sometimes horizontal. Some members of this genus, particularly juveniles, place a dense white silk spiral at 
the centre of their web. Recorded from Masoala and Ranomafana. I suspect I saw them at other places, but 
these are the only mentions in my notes.  

 
Cyrtophora citricola  

Cyrtophora species build a complex web consisting of a more or less horizontal sheet with a supporting 
tangle, particularly above the sheet. The webs often contain suspended dead leaves and the spider can be 
hard to find amongst these. The widespread C. citricola is the only species described for Madagascar. This 
was a very common species and the many spiders I saw were quite variable, so perhaps there is more than 
one species. Recorded from Zombitse, Antsirabe, Andasibe, Mantadia NP, and in Tana. 

 
Gasteracantha versicolor Formosa  

The female spiders of this genus build an inclined orb web and remain in their web throughout the day and 
night. They are colourful and have an enamelled appearance on their abdomen. They are decorated with up 
to 3 pairs of prominent spines on the abdomen. Members of this genus and related genera were 
encountered regularly throughout Madagascar. The males of Gasteracantha species are much smaller than 
the females and usually have drab coloration. Their spines are often reduced to little more than bumps. 
They are usually overlooked.  Photographed at Andasibe, but seen elsewhere too. 
 

 
Gasteracantha versicolour – what a beast! 

 
Gasteracantha-like spider  
 This spider was seen in an inclined orb web at Mantadia NP. Its abdomen is superficially like Gasteracantha 

or a related species, but the cephalothorax is quite different. A striking spider nonetheless. 
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Hyposinga sp.?  
         This small spider in a curled leaf retreat was found in Zombitse Forest. 
 
Isoxya mahafalensis  

A female was found at Ifaty. 
 
Larinia tamatave?  

These are moderately elongated orb weavers. They rest during the day along a grass stem or under a leaf, 
then emerge at night and spin a vertical orb web. The web is removed during the day. I observed two Larinia 
specimens at Masoala. Only one Larinia species is described from Madagascar, and the specimens I 
observed may be L. tamatave. Only seen at Masoala. 

 
Neoscona sp.  

At least two different species were seen at Zombitse forest. 
 
Paraplectana sp.?  

A couple of spiders observed at night at Masoala likely belong to this genus. 
 
Pararaneus sp.  

Several superficially similar spiders were observed at Masoala. At least one of them was likely Pararaneus 
uncivulva. A male of another species was seen in Tulear.  

 
Poltys kochi?  

These orb weavers only build their webs at night. They are very cryptically coloured and hide by day against 
twigs, where they blend in very well. The abdomen is often wrinkled and oddly shaped which adds to the 
deception. One Poltys specimen was observed 
at Andasibe. It may be P. kochi, but the other 
two species described from Madagascar are not 
illustrated. 

 
Prasonica sp.  

One was photographed at Andasibe, and 
another at Masoala. They seemed to be the 
same species and to be reasonably common. 
 

Unknown Araneid sp.  
 Two different species seen, one in Masoala and 
one in Mantadia NP. 
 
Family: Archaeidae 
 
Commonly known as “Assassin Spiders” or “Pelican 
Spiders”, these distinctive small spiders are usually 
found in leaf litter where they can be hard to find. 
They prey on other spiders. Madagascar has a good 
number of species, as does Australia. A few are also 
found in South Africa. Madagasacar has 21 described 
species. 
 An amazing pelican spider,  

probably Eriauchenius workman.	  
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Eriauchenius workman?  
Very interesting and bizarre-looking small spiders which are found in leaf litter. They are particularly fond of 
leaf litter that has accumulated in vegetation suspended above the ground. The casual observer is not going 
to find these spiders, as it requires careful searching through the litter. One specimen was found by our local 
guide Emile and his son William at Ranomafana. Emile had helped researchers work on these spiders, so 
he knew how to locate them. The best match I can find for that spider is E. workman. 

 
Family: Clubionidae 
 
There are likely to be many species in this Family in Madagascar, but virtually none have been described (only 
three species). I photographed several specimens. Some of these were of the Genus Clubiona, or something very 
closely related, while others were in other genera.  
 
Clubiona sp.  

Two different species 
photographed at Masoala. 

 
Matidia sp.  
 This genus is not on the current 

Madagascar spider list, but 
these spiders are relatively 
common in tropical Australia. 
Recorded at Masoala. 

 
Unknown Clubionid.  
 Or possibly an Eutichchurid. 
Photographed at Andasibe. 
 
Family: Corinnidae 
 

A large Family of ground-living spiders. 
Most are reasonably plain in 
appearance, but some can be quite 
colourful and patterned. They are found all around the world. There are only 6 described Madagascar species, but 
there are likely to be many more. 
 
Unknown Corinnid sp.  

Fast running ground spiders that have a liking for ants as a food source. Six species are described from 
Madagascar, but most are not illustrated. One was seen at Masoala, and another in Mantadia, but I don’t 
know what genus it is. 

 
Family: Ctenidae 
 
This is one of series of Families with similar looking members. The boundaries of the Families are often hard to 
define. They are active hunting spiders. Madagascar has 7 described species. 
 
Mahafalytenus sp.?  

Four different species photographed at Tulear, Masoala, and Nosy Mangabe.  

One of two members of the genus Clubiona  
that we recorded on Masoala.	  
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Unknown Ctenid sp.  
Four different species photographed at Ifaty (under dead timber in retreat), Ranomafana, and Mantadia NP.  

 
Family: Deinopidae 
 
Members of this Family are found around the world. Two species have been described from Madagascar. 
Although they are known as net casting or net throwing spiders, they don’t actually throw their net. Instead they 
lunge at their prey while expanding the net with their front two pairs of legs. They scoop up the prey with the 
expended net and wrap it quickly. 
 
Deinopis madagascariensis  

The distinctive habits of the net casting spiders make them particularly notable. On this trip we only saw 
them at Masoala, where they were common. There was one particularly common species, which is likely D. 
madagascarensis, but several Deinopis specimens looked as though they were different. More careful study 
of these spiders is needed in Madagascar.  

 
Family: Dipluridae 
 
This was the only member of the primitive suborder of spiders called Mygalomorphae that I came across. Very 
often this type of spider lives in holes in the ground so it can be difficult to find them. The best way is to look for 
them at the mouths of their 
burrows at night. The habits of 
this species made it easily 
detectable. 
 
Thelechoris rutenbergi  

Webs of Diplurids were 
very common in Zombitse 
Forest, either on the ground 
against logs or saplings, or 
on tree trunks or even 
amongst small branches. 
The spider photographed is 
likely this species.  

 
Family: Eresidae 
 
Stegodyphus mimosarum 

This species proved 
common over much of 
Madagascar. Their untidy 
webs were a very common 
feature of the spiny forest 
and they were the most 
frequently observed spider webs in the southwest. Found at Ifaty, Tulear, Zombitse Forest. I didn’t record 
any more after this, not take any Eresid photos, but there were likely to be some around that I was not 
paying attention to. 

 
  

Thelechoris rutenbergi, which represents a primate suborder of spiders.	  



	  

	   Madagascar	  Custom	  Tour	   November	  10-‐30,	  2015	  

Family: Eutichuridae 
 
This Family has only recently been recognized and is closely related to the Clubionidae. One genus is recognized 
in Madagascar. 
 
Cheiracanthium sp. 

Madagascar has about 20 described species in this genus. As they are superficially quite similar, it is 
difficult to identify them to species based on a photo. Two were photographed, one at Ranomafana and 
another on Masoala.  

 
Unknown Eutichurid sp.  

An unusual spider with extremely elongate chelicerae. Photographed at Masoala. 
 

 
An unusual Eutichurid from Masoala. 

 
Family: Gnaphosidae 
 
Less than 10 species of Gnaphosid have been described from Madagascar, but there are bound to be many 
more. These are hunting spiders that can be found on the ground or on trees. Most are faily nondescript in 
appearance, but some species a very attractive. 
 
Unknown Gnaphosid sp.  

Gnaphosids are common ground dwelling spiders. Most are fairly plain-coloured, although a few are 
attractively marked. One Gnaphosid was seen at the Le Relais de la Reine Hotel. 
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Family: Hersiliidae 
 
Distinctive hunting spiders that are found on tree trunks or rocks. They are generally very flat and are well 
camouflaged. One pair of spinnerets is greatly elongated well beyond the abdomen, giving these spiders their 
common name of two-tailed spiders or just tailed spiders. Less than 10 species are described from Madagascar. 
 
Hersilia sp 

I saw one Hersiliid on a tree trunk at the Le Relais de la Reine Hotel, but it escaped before I could 
photograph it. There are multiple species in Madagascar. 

 
Family: Linyphiidae 
 
Although only 5 Linyphiid species are described from Madagascar, there are likely to be hundreds. They are small 
web-building spiders. In the Northern Hemisphere Linyphiids are extremely abundant in temperate regions. They 
are relatively poorly studied in the Southern Hemisphere.  
 
Various species 

I did not pay much attention to the Linyphiids, although I saw several species in their small sheet webs. 
They seemed particularly common at Masaola. 

 
Family: Lycosidae 
 
The Lycosidae, or Wolf Spiders are abundant 
throughout the world and many species look 
superficially similar, so I am not going to attempt 
to identify the ones we saw to species. They are 
active ground hunting spiders, and some use 
burrows. They show extensive parental care of 
their young, the females carrying their egg sac 
prior to the spiderlings hatching, then carrying the 
young on her back for a while after hatching. They 
have strong eyeshine and are easy to detect at 
night. I saw surprisingly few Lycosids in 
Madagascar given that they are so common over 
much of the world. Only 15 Madagascar species 
are described, but there are likely to be many 
more. 
 
Unknown Lycosid sp.  

Three different species photographed at the 
Le Relais de la Reine Hotel. 

 
Family: Nephilidae 
 
A small Family, but the spiders are generally large and some of the species are particularly abundant, so they are 
relatively well known. The golden orb weavers (Nephila sp.) are very well known, and the single Nehilingis 
species in Madagascar (which some locals called a house spider) was perhaps the most frequently observed 
spider in the country. 
  

A cryptically patterned wolf spider at Isalo.	  
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Nephila inaurata madagascariensis  
 This Nephila species was widespread on Madagascar. Found at Tulear, Zombitse Forest, Ranomafana, 

Tana. 
 
Nephilingis livida  

Perhaps the most conspicuous spider of the trip. This species is large and widespread. It was seen almost 
everywhere we visited. It builds a large and somewhat elongated orb web that ends above the web in a 
conical retreat against a tree trunk, the side of a building or a rock. The spider spends its day in the retreat, 
often with its front legs being visible, and comes out onto the web at night, or on cloudy days, to wait for 
prey to blunder into the web. Le Relais de la Reine Hotel, Ranomafana, Andasibe, Tana, Nosy Mangabe, 
Masoala. As I recall, these spiders were just about everywhere we went, particularly on the east coast. 

 
Family: Pholcidae 
 
One of the small number of spider Families which has been relatively well worked in Madagasacar. Pholcids were 
conspicuous on the trip, particularly in the forested regions. They are small bodied, long legged spiders that look 
very fragile. It is difficult to pin them down to species without examining specimens, but spiders of the genera 
Parmicromerys, Zatavua and Smeringopus were regularly seen. About 50 species are known from Madagascar. 
 
Leptopholcus sp.  

These Pholcids are green and have a long, thin body. They are most easily seen at night, as by day they 
flatten themselves against the underside of a leaf. Common at Masoala. 

 
Paramicromerys sp.   

Two species photographed, one on 
Masoala and one at Andasibe. 

 
Smeringopus pallidus?  

Photographed at Andasibe hotel. 
 
Zatavua analalava  

If not this species, a very similar 
species was particularly common at 
Masoala. 

 
Family: Pisauridae 
 
These large hunting spiders are frequently 
found associated with water, which is why 
they are often called fishing spiders, but 
they need not be. The more broadly used 
name is nursery web spiders in view of the 
parental care shown be the female to her 
eggs and hatchlings. Several species were 
observed on the trip, but they are difficult 
to identify without a specimen in the absence of good photos. About 20 species are described for Madagascar. 
 
  

A probable Paramicromerys, showing the small body and long 
legs typical of the Pholcidae family.	  
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Euprosthenopsis sp?  
Common in many areas, particularly the drier central and southwestern areas. Noted at Ifaty, Le Relais de la 
Reine Hotel. 

 
Nilus sp.?  

Possibly dolomedes. Found at Masoala. 
 
Unknown Pisaurid sp.  

Four different species photographed at Masoala, Ranomafana, and Mantadia.  
 
Family: Prodidomidae? 
 
Unknown Prodidomid sp.?  

A male found running on the beach at Masoala at night may have been of this family. 
 
Family: Salticidae 
 
The most specious spider family in the world and certainly the 
family for which the most species have been described in 
Madagascar. Identification to the species level, and even the 
genus level, can be quite challenging, so I will not attempt it. 
Overall, relatively few jumping spiders were seen considering the 
overall richness of the spider fauna of the island. Of particular 
note were a couple of species of ant-mimicking jumping spider 
(Myrmarachne spp) that were observed, as well as a species of 
the genus Portia that hunts other spiders in their webs. With 
about 110 described species, this is the largest spider family in 
Madagascar. 
 
Myrmarachne sp.  

Two species of ant-micking jumping spider were observed, 
but I cannot assign them to species with any confidence. A 
smaller orange/yellow spider was at Masoala, and a larger, 
darker one at Ranomafana.  

 
Portia sp.  

These interesting spiders feed on other spiders, 
often in the web of their prey, and have very 
interesting behaviour. One Portia specimen was 
observed in the web of Cyrtophora in Zombitse 
Forest. 

 
Unknown Salticid sp.  

Fifteen distinct species were seen, and most 
were photographed at Andasibe, Isalo, Antsirabe, 
Masoala, Ranomafana, Zombitse, Mantadia, 
Ifaty, and Tulear.  
 

  

An ant-mimicking jumping spiders of the 
genus Myrmarachne from Masoala.	  

A beautiful Salticid of unknown genus or species.	  
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Family: Scytodidae 
 
Spitting spiders are distinctive slow moving spiders with a domed carapace bearing 6 eyes. They were common 
beneath the platform that supported our tent in Masoala. I also found a small Scytodes in the forest at Masoala 
that appeared to be a juvenile. We did not see them elsewhere. Only two species are described from 
Madagascar. 
 
Scytodes sp.  

Two different species photographed at Masoala. 
 
Family: Selenopidae 
 
Smallish flat spiders that bear a superficial resemblance to Huntsman spiders. It is a relatively small family, but 
the Madagascar species are relatively well known and there are 17 species described from the island.  
 
Hovops sp.  

At Masoala these spiders were easily seen on the buildings at night. They resemble small Huntsman 
spiders. 
 

Unknown Selenopid sp. 
 One observed at the Couleur Café Hotel, Antsirabe. 
 
Family: Sparassidae 
 
Huntsman spiders were a 
conspicuous element of the 
spider fauna in Madagascar, 
and many species have been 
described. They are active 
night hunters and are most 
easily seen after dark. During 
the day they hole up in 
crevices, under bark, or 
between leaves that they 
‘stitch’ together with silk. I 
would say that we observed 6-
10 species during the trip. 
More than 40 species have 
been described from 
Madagascar.  
 
Megaloremmius leo 

Ken photographed a 
Madagascar Cuckoo-
shrike near its nest with one these huntsman spiders in its beak. 
 

Olios sp.  
Two species: one photographed In Zombitse Forest and one near Ifaty. 

  

A huntsman spider, of the genus Olios.	  
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Unknown Sparassid sp.  
Ten different species 
photographed, at Masoala, Nosy 
Mangabe, Ifaty, Mantadia, and 
Ranomafana. One at Masoala 
appeared to be common, and 
was a particularly attractive 
Sparassid that makes a daytime 
retreat by binding a couple of 
leaves together with silk. 

 
Family: Tetragnathidae 
 
These small to medium sized spiders 
build orb webs that are frequently 
close to horizontal and relatively close 
to the ground. Members if the genus 
Tetragnatha often build their webs 
near or over water. Only 7 species 
have been described from 
Madagascar, and many more await 
description.  
 
Leucauge sp. 
 One species was common at Ranomafana. 
 
Tetragnatha sp. 

A couple had built their webs over an ornamental pond at the Centrest Hotel, Ranomafana. Another 
species was in Antsirabe. 

 
Unknown Tetragnathid sp.  

One that was probably a Tetragnathid, but could be Nephilid, was photographed at Masoala. Another 
was common on Nosy Mangabe and Masoala. 

 
Family: Theridiidae 
 
The comb-footed or cobweb spiders are one of the world’s largest spider families. Their webs are typically untidy 
tangles, but they show a wide variety of prey capture strategies. Just over 50 species have been described from 
Madagascar, and some genera, such as Anelosimus, have received attention in recent years. There must be 
hundreds of undescribed species in Madagascar. 
 
Anelosimus sp.  

Six different species, photographed at Isalo, Andasibe, Masoala, Ifaty, and Ranomafana.  
 
Argyrodes sp.  

Nine different species, photographed in Tana, Ranomafana, Zombitse, Andasibe, Tulear, and Mantadia. 
One looked like an Argyrodes but was in a green leaf retreat. Another species with a silver abdomen was 
common in Nephila webs in Tulear. A larger species with a dark abdomen was common in Nephila webs in 

Huntsman spiders were seen across the island. This one is of 
unknown genus and species.	  
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Tulear. A dark spider with a trifurcated distal end to its abdomen was seen in a Cyrtophora web in Zombitse 
Forest. 
 

Ariames sp.  
A couple were seen and one photographed at the Le Relais de la Reine Hotel. 
 

Euryopis sp.  
Two Euryopis species found at Masoala. 

 
Latrodectus geometricus?  

Widow spiders of the genus Latrodectus  were common in Madagascar, and were even common in forest 
environments (particulary so in Zombitse Forest). I had difficulty trying to identify these to species without 
specimens. This one was similar to L. geometricus, but is much darker than the specimens I have seen 
previously. It was photographed at the La Mira de Madio-Rano Hotel. This species was common in the 
arboretum at Ranomafana. 

 
Latrodectus menavodi  

Photographed at the Le Relais de la Reine Hotel. 
 
Parasteatoda sp.  

There are a number of very closely related genera that look superficially similar and are difficult to tell apart 
without a specimen. Spiders like the one photographed were encountered regularly in the forests of 
Madagascar. This one was photographed at Andasibe. 

 
Phoroncidia sp.  

Photographed at Masoala. 
 
Steatoda sp.  

Photographed at Masoala. A large female. 
 
Theridula sp.  

This attractive small spider is possibly a 
species of Theridula. Photographed at Masoala. 
 
Theridion sp.?  

Two species, one photographed at Masoala 
and one at Andasibe Hotel. 
 
Thwaitesia sp.  

One photographed at Masoala and one at 
Andasibe.  
 
Unkown Theridiid sp. 1  

Carrying egg sac. Photographed at Masoala. 
 
Family: Thomisidae 
 
This is another of the world’s large spider families. These spiders do not build webs but wait in ambush for prey. 
They are found in foliage, against tree trunks and in leaf litter. Some are very cryptically coloured and can be hard 

An attractive Theridula, a member of the comb-footed 
spider family. Seen on Masoala.	  
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to find, where others show striking colour patterns. The described Madagascar fauna of 46 species is undoubtedly 
just a sample of the true Thomisid diversity of the country. 
 
Heriaeus sp.?  

A couple of specimens found in leaf litter at Ranomafana. 
 
Oxytate sp.  

Found in leaf litter at Ranomafana. 
 
Tmarus sp. 

Several of these distinctive spiders were seen in the forest at Masoala. 
 
Unknown Thomisid sp.  

Six different species, photographed at Masoala, Isalo, Zombitse, Mantadia, and Tulear.  
 

 
The Thomisid spiders ambush prey, rather than building webs.  

 
Family: Uloboridae 
 
The only Family of spiders that does not possess venom, the Uloborids are a small family of small orb-weaving 
spiders. Only three species are described from Madagascar, but there are bound to be more.  
  
Uloborus sp.  

Two individuals were photographed, one at Masoala and one at the Le Relais de la Reine Hotel. They 
looked very similar. 

 
Unidentified Spiders 
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Unidentified 1  
 Either an Araneid or Tetragnathid. Photographed at Masoala. 
 
Unidentified 2  
 Almost looks Therdiid-like, but had an associated orb web. Photographed at Masoala. 
 
Unidentified 3  
 Possibly a Tetragnathid. Similar to Leucauge. Photographed at Ranomafana. 
 
Unidentified 4  
 Photographed at Masoala. 
 
Unidentified 5  
 Possibly a Pisaurid. Photographed at Le Relais de la Reine Hotel. 
 
Unidentified 6  
 Photographed at Mantadia NP. 
 
Unidentified 7  
 Tetragnathid-like. Unusual habit of resting on a piece of leaf hung vertically from a horizontal thread. 

Photographed at Masoala. 
 

    
A few more spiders: Pararaneus sp. (top left), probable Poltys kochi (top right),  
an unknown Salticid (bottom left), and an unknown Thomicid (bottom right). 

    


