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It was our first tour to this fascinating and beautiful country, and it was a without
doubt a success. We saw 36 of the country's 62 endemic species, plus
numerous near-endemics difficult to see in bordering nations, not to mention
500 odd other species. Some of the these birds are so rare and poorly known
that only a handful of birders have ever been lucky enough to see them. Yet it is
possibly the most difficult trip we have ever offered. Getting to these rare birds
involves very long drives on roads choked with truck traffic, taking jeeps
(sometimes even horses!) up bad 4WD tracks, a few difficult hikes, and
occasional basic accomodation. The birds make up for the hardships, and all
six people on the trip had a fantastic time. It helps that Colombians are friendly

and helpful, the food surprisingly good, and with only a few exceptions, the accommodation is quite comfortable.

Don't let the name "Colombia" scare you away! Large areas of Colombia are as safe to travel in as Ecuador or Peru (we would not offer
the trip otherwise). Some areas are still dangerous (though you can say that about most other countries in the world). Knowing the areas
to avoid, combined with the logistical challenges of birding the key areas means that local help is essential. Tropical Birding contracted
the services of Ecoturs, the ecotourism arm of ProAves Colombia, an excellent bird conservation foundation. One of their guides, Luis
Eduardo, accompanied us for most of the trip to manage logistics and to help with finding birds; he knew quite a lot of key territories that I
wasn't aware of and was extremely helpful and resourceful when the occasional problem interfered.

We visited seven "Reservas Naturales de Aves" (RNA) or Natural Bird Reserves owned by ProAves, as well as several other parks and
reserves. The trip was designed to reach nearly all the key areas for endemics in the northern part of the country. By far the highlight of
the trip was our visit to the Santa Marta mountains on the Caribbean coast. This unique massiff is totally separate from the Andes, and
contains the highest mountains in Colombia at nearly 5800 m (19,000 ft). The range quite possibly supports more endemic bird species
than any other mainland area of comparable size in the entire world, not to mention a huge number of endemic subspecies, and at least
one undescribed species. They can be enjoyed in relative ease and comfort, since there is a beautiful new lodge and the birding is easy
(all the endemics can be seen from the road). If you were ever to do just one trip to Colombia, this should be it! On the main tour list, I
specifically mention the species and races endemic to the Santa Marta mountains.

Watch out for Chuck Bell's article on this trip in a future issue of Winging It, a publication of the American Birding Association.

Bogotá
This bustling metropolis of eight million people was our starting point for the tour. Everyone (including me) had decided to arrive a day
early in case of flight delays or lost luggage. This turned out to be a good plan for Jim, whose suitcase turned up 18 hours after he did!
With our extra time available, we decided to spend a morning birding before having some free time in the city. A good plan, since on our
visit to Parque La Florida, not far from the airport, we failed to see the endemic Apolinar's Wren, despite enjoying nice views of Bogota
Rail, the near-endemic Rufous-browed Conebill, and a few other more common birds like Yellow-hooded Blackbird and Spot-
flanked Gallinule. We then had a few hours to explore the Quebrada La Vieja, a small forest on the mountain slopes above the city,
quite close to our hotel. It was very quiet by the time we arrived, but we managed to see the endemic Matorral Tapaculo that we would
not find elsewhere, and a few people saw a female Golden-bellied Starfrontlet. The most amazing sighting was a Philadelphia Vireo,
a rare bird indeed in South America!

After a good night's sleep, we left Bogotá early to avoid the traffic, stopping
again at Parque La Florida to finally get Apolinar's Wren (in the scope!) before
continuing down into the Magdalena Valley. A short stop near the town of Tobia
got us some intresting birds like Black-faced Grassquit, Large-billed Seed-
Finch, Red-billed Scythebill, and perched Spectacled Parrotlets. We carried
on down into the valley and drove north along the Magdalena River, stopping
for lunch at a roadside restaurant that was also a cattle auctioning ring,
enjoying what might be the best steaks in Colombia. We turned off onto the
mostly dirt road for the last, long 50km to Puerto Pinzón, having just enough
time to stop for our first Northern Screamers (photo right) before arriving at
the dock right at dusk. We had to duck a few times, but otherwise the boatman
navigated us safely down the dark river to the lodge at the El Paujil reserve,
where we scrambled up the muddy riverbank and "checked into" our rooms.
The lodge is rather small and has two rooms with AC and two rooms with fans,
all with private bathrooms, plus two dorm rooms with shared bathrooms. No hot
water, but you really don't need it in the sweltering climate here. The food, as
we found everywhere in Colombia, was not fancy, but was surprisingly good.

RNA El Paujil
This reserve was created to protect the critically endangered Blue-billed
Curassow, a species thought to be nearly extinct until a ProAves expedition
located a viable population here in 2003. The discovery could not have been
more timely, as the company which owned the property was about to subdivide
the land and sell it off to farmers, which would have spelled doom for the forest.
ProAves was able to secure 1300 hectares or some of the last remaining
humid lowland forest in the Magdalena Valley. They have worked with the local
community of Puerto Pinzón to eliminate hunting in the reserve, and thus have
given the Blue-billed Curassow a new lease on life. However, the curassows
are still very shy and wary, and very hard to locate. Even the researchers studying them regularly go a week without seeing one. There
are only about 200 estimated to survive.

Our first morning, we crossed the river by boat to a trail on the other side, and almost immediately found the obscure Black-billed
Flycatcher, a very local bird only discovered in the reserve in February. We did not have a chance a chance to see much more when we
discovered that the trail was blocked by a rapidly rising stream! Heading back to the river, we realized that the water level had risen by
more than a meter in less than 45 minutes, and it had not rained a drop. Obviously it had poured down higher up the drainage. Some
quick thinking by Luis Eduardo allowed us to flag down a passing boat and get back to the other side of the river where the trails were not
flooded. Almost immediately Nancy found a bizarre Bare-crowned Antbird, not endemic but still one of the coolest birds in the reserve;
check out Scott Olmsead's photo from his trip earlier this year. We carried on up a steep trail and soon found a pair of White-mantled
Barbets, one of the other threatened endemics in the reserve. Farther up we finally got the view we wanted of the stunning Sooty Ant-
Tanager, another major target here and a bird that no drawing ever does justice to, with a shockingly red crest and throat that seem
totally out of place in the dark jungle understory that they live in. Here we also located Black-bellied Wren, common here but hard to
see. It is so hot here that afternoon siestas are almost obligatory here even on the hardest-of-core birding trips. However, good birds
turned up in the lodge clearing, and we had our only views of Beautiful Woodpecker here on both afternoons as well as out best
Orange-crowned Orioles. In the afternoon we kept up our curassow hunt by walking up a streambed, seeing Jet Antbird and a few
other more common species.

Next day was even hotter and the birds didn't seem to like it any more than we did. It was slow going, but we managed to pull out a few.
The odd Southern Bentbill was quickly followed by a difficult Black-breasted Puffbird that finally provided acceptable views in the end.
It was a hot hike on bad trails for a few hours, getting only Western Long-tailed Hermit and Fulvous-vented Euphonia before we
finally scored another big target: Black Antshrike at a spot that Luis Eduardo new was reliable. After our siesta it was back up the
streambed where we were treated to my most memorable sighting so far: Two fabulous Saffron-headed Parrots feeding at eye level! A
bird I'd only ever seen in flight before, and one that few people ever get to see so well.  Not a curassow, but nearly as special.

With one last morning, we were losing hope with curassow, and in the end we never did see it. Our last bird was a very cooperative Dull-
mantled Antbird that we had to chase up a stream to get. Finally we packed up and took the boat back to Puerto Pinzón. Our van was
waiting for us for another long drive north to the Cerulean Warbler reserve. We had better Northern Screamers on the way out and a
few Bare-faced Ibises. By dusk we had arrived in San Vicente de Chucurí, where we switched into an ancient Land Rover for the last
few very steep kilometers up through coffee plantations to the lodge at the reserve. The pleasant mountain air was a relief after the
stifling heat of the Magdalena Valley.

RNA Reinita Cielo Azul
Reinita Cielo Azul is the local Spanish name for the Cerulean Warbler, and this 200 hectare reserve was established specifically to
protect this beautiful yet threatened boreal migrant. ProAves has a small lodge on a coffee farm adjacent to the reserve, with four rooms,
each with private bathroom and occasional warm water. There are additional rooms with shared bath in the main building. Access to the
forest is via the Camino de Lengerke, a stone path built 150 years ago by Geo von Lengerke, a German settler and engineer. It is about
an hour’s walk up this path to the start of the reserve, and the path then continues through beautiful montane cloudforest for many
kilometers. The path is not especially difficult, but can be extremely slippery due to the wet moss that grows on it.

We spend the whole first day on the Camino de Lengerke, departing before dawn and returning after sunset. Once inside the forest, it's
like a different world, a wonderland of huge trees covered with moss and epiphytes. Hummers were everywhere, and we saw several of
the endemic Black Inca, one male feeding so close we could see every subtle plumage detail. We found a family of Parker's Antbirds
that really showed well, then a few evil-looking Moustached Puffbirds. We chased down an Upper Magdalena Tapaculo, a species
only recently described from a tiny area in the southern part of the country. It turns out it has been widely overlooked, occurring much
farther north in the Andes, and quite likely up into Venezuela as well. Higher up, a couple of flocks came through very quickly, making it
hard to get everyone on the key species. The Rufous-rumped Antwren and Rufous-naped Greenlets showed quite well to most of the
group, but only one person saw the Plumbeous-crowned Tyrannulet. Soon after we saw some Yellow-breasted Brush-Finches of the
newly described race yariguerum, endemic to the region. Farther along the trail we reached a ridge and a lookout, where we had a lunch

that was freshly delivered from the lodge. It was a frustrating experience as we
could here the exceedly rare and critically endangered Mountain Grackle calling
on a distant hillside that was often hidden in clouds. We spent over an hour
scanning, and most everyone had some flight views of this species, but it was
not the sighting we were hoping for.

Next morning, we all birded around the lodge early, quickly scoring two more rare
endemics, the Indigo-capped Hummingbird and the cute Turquoise Dacnis-
Tanager. A short walk down into the coffee plantations produced a Bar-crested
Antshrike, and then it was decision time. Two of the group went with me and
climbed back up the mountain hoping for better luck with the grackle and some
of the other birds we had missed. The rest stayed with Luis and did some easier
birding lower down, but did manage to locate a female Recurve-billed Bushbird
near the lodge at a new location only found a few months ago. Back up in the
forest, we had immediate success with a very nice White-bellied Antpitta, then
a flock with a Rufous-browed Tyrannulet in it. Shortly thereafter Stephen
managed to spot a Yellow-throated Spadebill, an ultra-rare species despite
having a rather large range. Things got very quiet after that, and Jim and I
carried on up to grackle ridge, hoping for better luck. Amazing the difference a
day makes... This time, despite not being any closer to begin with, one Mountain
Grackle came in to the tape to a tree very close to us and stayed there singing
for over 20 minutes, looking back and forth and showing the chestnut wing
linings - check out the photo to the left! It was one of many unforgettable
moments on this trip, and it made us take the news of the bushbird we had
missed much more easily. We never did see any Gorgeted Wood-Quails,
though we heard some fairly close once. This is another critically endangered
species, and few visitors have been lucky enough to see one.

On our final morning, we left early to give us some time to look for Chestnut-bellied Hummingbird on the way out, but we had no luck,
though we did get a male White-eared Conebill for our efforts. We had just arrived in early afternoon at the pleasant town of Ocaña,
when the van's clutch went. It was a lucky place for it to happen, as within 15 minutes Luis had taxis organized to take us to the hotel
(quite nice) and then to the Bushbird reserve, and a replacement vehicle was arranged for the following morning.

RNA El Hormiguero de Torcoroma
This is one of the newest of the ProAves reserves, protecting one of the only known sites for the enigmatic and endangered Recurve-
billed Bushbird. This is a major stronghold, and it is much more reliable here than at the Cerulean reserve. Sure enough, less than 45
minutes after arriving that afternoon, we were all having incredible views of a male. There are some other interesting birds here, and we
spend another morning looking for them. Moustached Brush-Finch turned out to be quite common, but Gray-throated Warbler was
shy and unresponsive, with only a few of us getting poor views. Flocks has some nice tanagers in them like Speckled and Black-headed
Tanagers, and we had a brief view of a Chestnut-bellied Thrush.

The drive to Santa Marta was an unpleasant 10 hour haul due to our slow replacement vehicle and the insane truck traffic on the road.
On future tours we will fly instead. Fortunately we had a pleasant beachside hotel to arrive in and get some well-needed rest.

Isla de Salamanca National Park
This is a good side-trip from Santa Marta. The national park protects a large area of wetlands, mangroves, and desert scrub.
Unfortunately, as with most national parks in Colombia, it is poorly managed with almost no operating budget. That means access is very
limited, and much of the birding is from a very busy highway. There is only so much diesel fumes and trucks roaring past that one can
tolerate before giving up. We did see Russet-throated Puffbird, Bare-eyed Pigeon, and a tremendous concentration of waterbirds
before bailing out and heading to the small park visitors center next to some mangroves. This used to be a nice place but has fallen into
total disrepair, and there are only a few hundred meters of trail and boardwalk. We scoured them as much as possible before it got too
hot, and some of the better birds were Black-crested Antshrike, Northern Scrub-Flycatcher, Brown-throated Parakeet, and
Sapphire-throated Hummingbird. There was a greater concentration of wintering Prothonotary Warblers here than anywhere else I've
ever been to - sometimes it seemed like there were more Prothonotaries than mosquitoes!

We headed back to the hotel to have lunch at a beachside seafood restaurant and then check out. By then, two 4WD vehicles had
arrived to carry us up onto the San Lorenzo Ridge, the closest and most accessible area of the Santa Marta mountains. I've already
raved enough about them, so let's get straight to it.

Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, including RNA El Dorado.
The road to the top of the ridge can be great birding the whole way. Even lower down where there are no endemics, the dry habitat and
coffee plantations offer a whole different set of birds from the cloudforest higher up. We were planning to spend a morning here the day
we left, so we drove higher up. On the way, we made a couple of short stops, first for the outrageous Golden-winged Sparrow, a bird so
brightly colored it's hard to believe it's in that family. Farther along we stopped to look for Rusty-breasted Antpitta, having no luck on our
first attempt, but instead getting the endemic subspecies of Ruddy Foliage-gleaner. Niels Krabbe has already submitted a paper to raise
this to species rank, likely to be accepted, since the bird is different in virtually every way from "rea"l Ruddy Foliage-gleaners. We arrived
at the Jeniam Ecolodge a little before dusk, in time for some of the group to get their first "real" endemic, the Santa Marta Brush-Finch.
We would see dozens more over the next two days since they are the most common of the endemics.

The Jeniam Ecolodge and the view out over the Caribbean.

The lodge has one of the most spectacular views of any in the world. You can see all the way out over the Caribbean, and even to the
city of Barranquilla 50 miles away. There are six rooms with private bathrooms and hot water. Above the restaurant there is a balcony
looking out over some fruiting trees that is great for canopy species. A good chunk of forest here (about 680 ha.) is owned by ProAves as
the El Dorado reserve, and most of the rest is part of a national park.

Most of the endemic birds are found at the higher elevations. Our first morning here we got up in the dark and drove up to about 2600 m
(8500 ft), only to be met with fierce winds, which kept the birds down and made the going very tough. We were fortunate to see the
difficult Santa Marta Warbler right away, as well as the more common Rusty-headed Spinetail, but things got very hard after that. As
the wind got worse, we were forced to drive part way down the mountain and begin again. Slowly the birds finally came out. First it was
the lovely Santa Marta Mountain-Tanager, followed by a pair of Streak-capped Spinetails. Then we successfully chased down a
Brown-rumped Tapaculo, and soon after a male Golden-breasted Fruiteater. Finally a female White-tailed Starfrontlet turned up,
and immediately after some White-lored Warblers. After lunch and a curious Santa Marta Antpitta, we noticed the wind had died down,
so decided to go back up for the birds we had missed. Luck and persistance led to success, as we first saw the anachoreta subspecies of
Gray-breasted Wood-Wren (a possible split), a small flock of Santa Marta Parakeets (photo below), and finally, as we were about to
give up, a single Santa Marta Bush-Tyrant. Very satisfied, we drove back down the bumpy road to enjoy the now rainy afternoon on the
balcony of the lodge with a cup of good Colombian coffee, only to be treated to yet another endemic, the Santa Marta Toucanet, some
brief views of a female White-tipped Quetzal, and great views of several tanagers including a few Blue-naped Chlorophonias. After a
very tough start, it turned out to be one of the best days of the whole trip!

Our next day started early as well, but for a different reason - we were after the undescribed screech-owl in the area, a pair of which
lives right behind the lodge. We got it singing pretty quickly, but it wouldn't come in, so we went off the road into the forest looking for it,
finally finding it through a little gap in the trees. Sadly, not everyone had the right angle and it took off too quickly. Things got better
though as we started walking down the road, finding many of the same birds we saw yesterday, but then having a great time with a Gray-
throated Leaftosser, even doing the thing it was named for, then a very close Stripe-headed Brush-Finch. Both of these are endemic
subspecies to the Santa Martas, and the brush-finch may be different enough to justify a future split. A bit farther down on the bee trail we
found a lekking male Blossomcrown which sat for scope views and
digiscoping (photo right), and a little bit lower a female Santa Marta Woodstar
at close range. Soon after we found an incredibly easy Santa Marta Tapaculo,
white crown and all, and suddenly we were just about done with all the
endemics we could have hoped for! It made for a relaxing rest of the day as we
could enjoy whatever we saw. There were still a few near-endemics to look for,
and we had good luck with them as well with a fabulous male White-tipped
Quetzal, a tiny Coppery Emerald, and a Yellow-billed Toucanet. We spent
the rest of the day enjoying some of the more common birds like Rusty-
breasted Antpitta and Rufous-breasted Wren before returning to the lodge
for one last night.

We left early next morning to get to the drier, lower elevations before it got to
hot. The birds were surprisingly quiet considering how busy the previous day
was, and it took a while to find some of the targets. Best was a pair of Black-
backed Antshrikes that showed very well, but some other nice ones were
Pale-eyed Pygmy-Tyrant, Cinereous Becard, Golden-fronted Greenlet, and
Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher. Finally we had to head to the airport to catch
our flight to Medellin, which fortunately left on time, since it was another long
four hour drive to reach the cabin at the Chestnut-capped Piha reserve, near
the town of Anorí in the northern part of the central Andes. There is a new
lodge being built here but it was not ready for our visit, so we had to sleep in
shared bunkrooms with a single bathroom. The new lodge looks like it will be
quite nice with four rooms each with private bathroom.

White-tipped Quetzal Yellow-billed Toucanet

RNA Arrierito Antioqueño
This is another ProAves reserve; it was set up to protect habitat of the Chestnut-
capped Piha, an endangered species only described in 2001. The Spanish name for
the bird literally means "the little Antioquian herdsman" because of it's piercing
whistles. We never heard it do this, it just gave some abrupt alarm calls, but we were
fortunate to find the bird high up on the horse trail after fighting our way along an
overgrown trail along a ridge. It was probably a young bird as the chestnut on the
crown was just a small spot. A lifer for all! We heard a rare Black-and-gold Tanager
up here too, but sadly it never showed itself. 

Another star bird of the reserve is the exquisite Red-bellied Grackle, and it took us
some time before we finally found a small flock along the side of the road. Check out
the photo to the left, but it is way better in real life. Nearby we also saw a pretty Sooty-
headed Wren and heard a Pavonine Cuckoo; as far as I know, this area is currently
the only known site for the species in Colombia, and my recording is one of the first
the country. Would have been better if we actually saw it though...

The final morning we spent on a new, well-built trail just below the lodge. It's a lot less
steep and passes through some beautiful forest. Here we found a White-crowned
Tapaculo, and farther along the endemic Stiles's Tapaculo. Doris even managed to
find another pair of White-mantled Barbets, the first record for the reserve. However,
our most memorable sightings were not even endemics; first Luis found a pair of Blue-
fronted Parrotlets building a nest in a termitary in a tree over the trail. We watched
them for a long time excavating the cavity, then allopreening - see the photos below.
This is a fairly widespread bird, but mostly you just see them as fast-flying specks; this
was by far the best view any of us ever had. Shortly thereafter a Chestnut-crowned
Gnateater called by the trailside, and soon we had equally good views of both a male

and a female of this very local Andean species. It was the only second time I'd ever seen it.

Finally it was time to leave and make another very long drive south through the huge city of Medellin an onward to the festive town of
Jardín, located at a pleasant altitude in the western Andes.

RNA Loro Orejiamarillo
The key bird in this area is the critically endangered Yellow-eared Parrot. Once occurring all the way down into central Ecuador, this
species is now only know from a couple sites in the western and central Andes of Colombia. A new 130 hectare reserve has been
acquired to protect some of the prime forest for the parrot, but the birds wander widely throughout the area in search of food, making it
impossible to buy up all the habitat. Public awareness programs have been essential to protect this species, and ProAves has done a
great job with this. Local people are now aware of the parrots and are proud to have them on their land. The wax palm tree, which the
Yellow-eared Parrots use for nesting, has nearly been wiped out, since their leaves are highly sought-after for use in religious
ceremonies. A national campaign has helped people to understand the importance of this tree, and has encouraged people to use other
types of leaf in their ceremonies. To listen to a BBC story on this, click here.

We again left early in a couple of ancient 4WD jeeps and drove up to the highest point of the reserve. There's a lookout here where
sometimes the parrots fly over early in the morning. No of sign of them today, despite the clear morning, and we started walking down the
road, enjoying some of the high Andean species like Citrine Warbler, Golden-crowned Tanager, Lacrimose Mountain-Tanager, and
the near-endemic Golden-fronted Whitestart. Unfortunately, dense fog drifted up the valley and stuck with us for most of the rest of the
morning. Soon we heard some Yellow-eared Parrots, but only saw their distinctive macaw-like shapes flying through the fog. It was
pretty hopeless, so we drove downslope a bit to get out of the fog. We started walking again, first finding a cute Rufous-headed Pygmy-
Tyrant, then an excellent view of a White-browed Spinetail (it's in the monotypic genus Hellmayrea, named after the Austrian
ornithologist Carl Edward Hellmayr). Finally a Slate-crowned Antpitta started singing near the roadside, and we managed to fight our
way into the bamboo for a great closeup view of this nervous critter. We rounded a bend and heard a Black-billed Mountain-Toucan
and someone quickly spotted it on the top of a dead tree in the distance. As we were training a scope on it, I heard more Yellow-eared
Parrots and literally had to shout as loud as I could to drag eyes away from the beautiful toucan, just in time to have a close flyby in good
light of a pair of these impressive parrots. Fortunately we were able to see them well, as we would find no more. While it was certainly the
rarest bird we saw here, my favorite sighting was yet to come. As we reached a lookout near a small house, some White-capped
Tanagers started calling on a distant hillside. I turned up the volume and blasted the iPod, and soon at least seven of these jay-like
tanagers were flying towards up, crowns shining like headlights. They circled around us, coming closer and closer, screaming the whole
time, until it seemed like they were perched on every tree and bush around us. They mobbed us for twenty minutes before giving up and
flying away. The whole time another Black-billed Mountain-Toucan was feeding and "singing" in a tree right next to us. I'm including
shots of both of these below.

We spent our last morning at Jardín trying to have a better view of the Yellow-eared Parrot, but fog once more plagued us and we just
heard them fly overhead unseen. We added a few common birds like Mountain Elaenia, Black-and-white Seedeater, and the endemic
red-rumped subspecies of Flame-rumped Tanager before driving on to Urrao, at the north end of the western Andes. Again the trip took
longer than planned as we ran into massive road works near Concordia. Fortunately we had allowed some extra time and arrived at the
start of the trail to the Dusky Starfrontlet reserve with enough daylight left.

RNA Colibrí del Sol
This 580 hectare reserve was established to protect two endangered species restricted to the Colombian western Andes, the Dusky
Starfrontlet and the Chestnut-bellied Flowerpiercer. The starfrontlet was rediscovered in 2004, having previously been known only
from its type specimen, a juvenile taken in 1951. Due to lack of material, it was originally described as a race of Golden-bellied
Starfrontlet, but recent research has shown that it is a good species. This is the most difficult of the ProAves reserves that we visited. We
arrived at the start of a mule track at 4pm and rode mules and horses for two hours to a new cabin at 3000 m (9800 ft) up in the cool
temperature forest. The cabin isn't fancy (shared bunkrooms, one bathroom, cold water), but really was quite pleasant as we had a hot
meal and a couple of bottles of Aguardiente Antioqueño to warm us up. We got a good night's sleep for the hard trek the next day.

The hike up to the páramo is very steep, and the locals did not want us to ride the mules since they though they might slip. It was only a
few kilometers hike, but with a 500 m (1640 ft) elevation gain in rarified atmosphere. We took our time and as we got to the edge of the
highest forest, we quickly found first a female and then the first of several males of the beautiful Dusky Starfrontlet, a bird so rare that
only a handful of birders have ever seen it. Nearby we also had a few flyovers of Rusty-faced Parrots before continuing our climb to the
top. Unfortunately, recent rains had turned the trail in to a horrible muddy mess, and we slipped and cursed our way up, spending so
much attention on keeping our footing it was hard to bird. The Chestnut-bellied Flowerpiercer proved more difficult since they were not
singing at all and totally unresponsive. Finally we got a couple to come in by playing Andean Pygmy-Owl recordings, and the last view
was brief but good. There were a few other interesting high elevation birds up here, some of our favorites were Black-chested
Mountain-Tanager, Glowing Puffleg, and Purple-backed Thornbill. It took the rest of the day to get back to the van, and we spent the
night in a surprisingly nice hotel in the town of Urrao.

We left early next morning to get through the road works before the heavy machinery started up, and stopped for a pleasant breakfast in
Bolombolo. For once we actually had unusually light traffic and we arrived in the city of Pereira by around noon, giving us the chance to
visit La Suiza in the afternoon.

La Suiza
This was the first time I had visited this cloudforest, consisting of about 500 ha
of municipal and private reserves just an hour out of the city. While the forest is
not primary, it has had many years to regenerate, and there are some fantastic
birds in here that are probably easier to see than anywhere else in Colombia. A
mostly flat gravel road goes straight through the forest, and it is easy to see
into the understory. I have never seen such a concentration of Red-ruffed
Fruitcrows anywhere. The star bird of the area in undoubtedly the Cauca
Guan, which 20 years ago was thought to be nearing extinction. This reserve is
its stronghold as hunting has been eliminated, and now they are quite common
and easily seen. It was raining our first afternoon, so the guans (photo right)
and the fruitcrows were about the only birds we saw, but that's not bad on a
day that was supposed to be a travel day. The following morning the weather
was perfect, and we slowly walked up the road. We almost immediately struck
gold with a huge covey of endemic Chestnut Wood-Quails crossing the road
right in front of us. There were at least a dozen of them, adults followed by
some juveniles at the end. Carrying on, things were a bit slow, finding only a
pair Streak-capped Treehunters, before the mixed flocks started moving. We
were just starting to get on something that might have been an Oleaginous
Hemispingus when Luis shouted "TANAGER!" from 150 m down the road. Now
the only tanager he could possibly be shouting about was the endemic
Multicolored Tanager, so we forgot about the possible hemispingus and
charged down the road. Sure enough, we were soon gawking at one of the
most beautiful tanagers in the world, and one of the most sought-after
Colombian endemics. There were at least one male and one female, probably
more. We spent the next several hours working the mixed flocks, finding some
uncommon birds like Variegated Bristle-Tyrant and Plumbeous-crowned
Tyrannulet.

Finally it was time to leave this great forest - I felt we had only scratched the surface of it. We had originally planned to visit the Mirador
reserve to search for Indigo-winged Parrot and some antpittas, but the night before Luis had told us that the heavy rains had blocked the
road to the reserve. Mirador is not the place to be in the rain, it's hard enough there in good weather. We all knew it was pointless to go,
so we changed plans and drove to Ibagué, a large city on the west side of the central Andes.

Ibagué
 Some of Colombia's rarest endemics are found in very disturbed forest on
slopes just outside the city. This could be a target area for a new reserve, but
the forest patch is small and expensive, and ProAves would prefer to buy a
more extensive piece - if only they can find one with they key birds in it. We
birded a dirt road through an area known at "Carmita Botero", finding several
pairs of the strange-looking Olive-headed Brush-Finch, resembling a female
Scarlet Tanager. The shy Tolima Dove was more difficult. We finally found one
while trying to chase down a singing Chestnut-crowned Antpitta; it was
wandering back and forth across a side trail, though we had to return there a
second time later in the morning before everyone saw it. Most of the other birds
here were common and widespread Andean species, but we did add
Immaculate and White-bellied Antbirds. A Rosy Thrush-Tanager was
singing but refused to show.

In the foothills below Ibagué there are some of the best remaining dry forests of
central Colombia. We spent one afternoon there near the town of Payandé,
finding one of our targets, the Apical Flycatcher (photo right), but were not
able to locate any Velvet-fronted Euphonias among the dozens of Thick-billed
Euphonias that were present. There were plenty of other dry-country species
present, like Scrub Greenlet, Tawny-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant, and Black-
faced Grassquit.

We decided it would be faster to drive back to Bogotá rather than using our air
tickets from Pereira, where we would have flown from had we been able to go
to Mirador as planned. It was a fairly quick and uneventful journey by
Colombian standards, and we celebrated the successful end to our trip at a
nearby Italian restaurant. The trip wasn't over for everyone; the next day I went
with Don & Doris to Leticia and then to Palmarí Lodge in Brazil. But that is
another report for another day!

Two more photos from the trip before the bird list:

Golden-olive Woodpecker, the ssp. alleni endemic to the Santa Marta
mountains.

Scrub Tanager, a common tanager throughout much of the
Colombian Andes.

BIRD LIST
This list includes all the bird species that were recorded by at least one of us. Taxonomy and nomenclature follow:
Clements, James F. 2000. Clements, James F. 2000. Birds of the World: A Birds of the World: A Checklist.Checklist. Fifth  Fifth Edition. Vista, CA: Ibis Publishing Co.Edition. Vista, CA: Ibis Publishing Co.
I have also included the final updates to the list. The 2007 version of the Clements list has now been published. Apart from
the taxonomical order in some of the families, it is almost the same as the fifth edition with all the updates.

Totals:Totals:
524 bird species seen
66 heard only

Abbreviations:Abbreviations:
H=Heard only
(I)=Introduced species
(E)=Species endemic to Colombia
(VU)=Considered vulnerable by BirdLife International
(EN)=Considered endangered by BirdLife International
(CR)=Considered critically endangered by BirdLife International

TINAMOUS Tinamidae
H Highland Tinamou Nothocercus bonapartei  
H Little Tinamou Crypturellus soui  

GREBES Podicipedidae
Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus  
Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps  
PELICANS Pelecanidae
Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis  
CORMORANTS Phalacrocoracidae
Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus  
FRIGATEBIRDS Fregatidae
Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens  
HERONS, EGRETS AND BITTERNS Ardeidae
Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias  
Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi  
Great Egret Ardea alba  
Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor  
Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea  
Snowy Egret Egretta thula  
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis  
Striated Heron Butorides striata  
Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax  
Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum  
IBIS AND SPOONBILLS Threskiornithidae
Bare-faced Ibis Phimosus infuscatus  
Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja  
SCREAMERS Anhimidae
Northern Screamer Chauna chavaria  Near-endemic - also occurs in W Venezuela.
DUCKS, GEESE, AND SWANS Anatidae
Fulvous Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor  
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis  
Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata  
Torrent Duck Merganetta armata  
Blue-winged Teal Anas discors  
NEW WORLD VULTURES Cathartidae
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus  
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura  
Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus  
King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa  
OSPREY Pandionidae
Osprey Pandion haliaetus  
HAWKS, EAGLES, AND KITES Accipitridae
Gray-headed Kite Leptodon cayanensis  
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus  
White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus  
Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis  
Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus  
Plain-breasted Hawk Accipiter ventralis  

H Common Black-Hawk Buteogallus anthracinus  
Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis  
Roadside Hawk Buteo magnirostris  
Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus  
Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus  
Red-backed Hawk Buteo polyosoma  
Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus  
Black Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus tyrannus  
FALCONS AND CARACARAS Falconidae
Crested Caracara Caracara cheriway  
Yellow-headed Caracara Milvago chimachima  
Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans  

H Barred Forest-Falcon Micrastur ruficollis  
H Collared Forest-Falcon Micrastur semitorquatus  

American Kestrel Falco sparverius  
Merlin Falco columbarius  
Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis  
GUANS AND CURASSOWS Cracidae
Speckled (Colombian) Chachalaca Ortalis guttata columbiana  
Band-tailed Guan Penelope argyrotis argyrotis  
Band-tailed Guan Penelope argyrotis colombiana Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Cauca Guan (E-EN) Penelope perspicax  
Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes goudotii  
NEW WORLD QUAIL Odontophoridae

H Crested Bobwhite Colinus cristatus  
H Marbled Wood-Quail Odontophorus gujanensis  

Chestnut Wood-Quail (E) Odontophorus hyperythrus  
H Gorgeted Wood-Quail (E-CR) Odontophorus strophium  

LIMPKIN Aramidae
H Limpkin Aramus guarauna  

RAILS, GALLINULES, COOTS Rallidae
H Russet-crowned Crake Anurolimnas viridis  
H White-throated Crake Laterallus albigularis  

Bogota Rail (E-EN) Rallus semiplumbeus  
H Gray-necked Wood-Rail Aramides cajanea  
H Blackish Rail Pardirallus nigricans  

Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica  
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  
Spot-flanked Gallinule Gallinula melanops  
American Coot Fulica americana  
JACANAS Jacanidae
Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana  
AVOCETS AND STILTS Recurvirostridae
Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus  
PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS Charadriidae
Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis  
Black-bellied (Gray) Plover Pluvialis squatarola  
Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus  
SANDPIPERS Scolopacidae
Noble Snipe Gallinago nobilis  
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus  
Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca  
Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes  
Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria  
Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia  
Willet Catoptrophorus semipalmatus  
GULLS Laridae
Laughing Gull Larus atricilla  
TERNS Sternidae
Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica  
Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis acuflavidus  
Royal Tern Sterna maxima  
Large-billed Tern Phaetusa simplex  
PIGEONS AND DOVES Columbidae
Rock Pigeon (I) Columba livia  
Bare-eyed Pigeon Patagioenas corensis  
Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata  
Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis  

H Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea  
Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea  
Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata  
Common Ground-Dove Columbina passerina  
Ruddy Ground-Dove Columbina talpacoti  
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Ruddy Ground-Dove Columbina talpacoti  
White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi  
Gray-chested Dove Leptotila cassini  
Tolima Dove (E-EN) Leptotila conoveri  

H Lined Quail-Dove Geotrygon linearis  
PARROTS Psittacidae
Blue-and-yellow Macaw Ara ararauna  
Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severa  
Yellow-eared Parrot (CR) Ognorhynchus icterotis Extirpated in Ecuador, so effectively an endemic.
Scarlet-fronted Parakeet Aratinga wagleri  
Brown-throated Parakeet Aratinga pertinax  
Santa Marta Parakeet (E-EN) Pyrrhura viridicata Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.
Barred Parakeet Bolborhynchus lineola  
Spectacled Parrotlet Forpus conspicillatus  Near endemic - barely reaches Panama & Ven.
Orange-chinned Parakeet Brotogeris jugularis  
Blue-fronted Parrotlet Touit dilectissima  
Saffron-headed Parrot Pionopsitta pyrilia  
Rusty-faced Parrot (VU) Hapalopsittaca amazonina  
Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus  
Red-billed Parrot Pionus sordidus saturatus Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Red-billed Parrot Pionus sordidus corallinus  
Bronze-winged Parrot Pionus chalcopterus  

H Yellow-crowned Parrot Amazona ochrocephala  
Orange-winged Parrot Amazona amazonica  
Mealy Parrot Amazona farinosa  
CUCKOOS Cuculidae
Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana  
Greater Ani Crotophaga major  
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani  
Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris  

H Striped Cuckoo Tapera naevia  
H Pavonine Cuckoo Dromococcyx pavoninus

OWLS Strigidae
Tropical Screech-Owl Megascops choliba  
Screech-Owl in Santa Marta mtns. Megascops sp.nov. This owl is still undescribed.

H Screech-Owl at Piha reserve Megascops sp.??? Another lodge with a "Mystery Owl"!
Mottled Owl Ciccaba virgata  
Crested Owl Lophostrix cristata  

H Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata  
POTOOS Nyctibiidae

H Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus  
NIGHTJARS Caprimulgidae
Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis  
Band-winged Nightjar Caprimulgus longirostris  
Lyre-tailed Nightjar Uropsalis lyra  
SWIFTS Apodidae
Chestnut-collared Swift Streptoprocne rutila  
White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris  
Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris  
Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica  
Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyura  
White-tipped Swift Aeronautes montivagus  
HUMMINGBIRDS Trochilidae
Rufous-breasted (Hairy) Hermit Glaucis hirsuta  

H Band-tailed Barbthroat Threnetes ruckeri  
Green Hermit Phaethornis guy  
Western Long-tailed Hermit (Long-billed H.) Phaethornis longirostris  
Pale-bellied Hermit Phaethornis anthophilus  
Stripe-throated Hermit Phaethornis striigularis  
Green-fronted Lancebill Doryfera ludovicae  
Lazuline Sabrewing Campylopterus falcatus  
White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora  
Green Violet-ear Colibri thalassinus  
Sparkling Violet-ear Colibri coruscans  
Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis  
Green Thorntail Discosura conversii  
Blue-tailed (Western) Emerald Chlorostilbon melisugus melanorhynchus  
Coppery Emerald Chlorostilbon russatus Near-endemic - occurs in Sierra de Perija in Ven.
Violet-crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica  
Violet-bellied Hummingbird Damophila julie  
Sapphire-throated Hummingbird Lepidopyga coeruleogularis  
Shining-green Hummingbird Lepidopyga goudoti  
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl  
Andean Emerald Agyrtria franciae  
Blue-chested Hummingbird Polyerata amabilis  
Steely-vented Hummingbird Saucerottia saucerrottei  
Indigo-capped Hummingbird (E) Saucerottia cyanifrons  
Blossomcrown (E-VU) Anthocephala floriceps floriceps Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
White-vented Plumeleteer Chalybura buffonii  
Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys  
Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula  
Buff-tailed Coronet Boissonneaua flavescens  
Mountain Velvetbreast Lafresnaya lafresnayi lafresnayi  
Mountain Velvetbreast Lafresnaya lafresnayi lirope Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Bronzy Inca Coeligena coeligena  
Black Inca (E-EN) Coeligena prunellei  
Collared Inca Coeligena torquata  
White-tailed Starfrontlet (E-VU) Coeligena phalerata Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.
Golden-bellied Starfrontlet Coeligena bonapartei bonapartei  
"Dusky" Starfrontlet (E-CR) Coeligena bonapartei orina The Clements list has not yet adopted this split.
Tourmaline Sunangel Heliangelus exortis  
Glowing Puffleg Eriocnemis vestitus  
Greenish Puffleg Haplophaedia aureliae
Booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii  
Green-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia nuna  
Purple-backed Thornbill Ramphomicron microrhynchum  
Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina  
Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina districta Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Long-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus kingi  
Wedge-billed Hummingbird Augastes geoffroyi  
Purple-crowned Fairy Heliothryx barroti  
Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris  
Santa Marta Woodstar (E) Chaetocercus astreans Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.
TROGONS AND QUETZALS Trogonidae
White-tailed Trogon Trogon viridis  
Violaceous Trogon Trogon violaceus  
Collared Trogon Trogon collaris  
Masked Trogon Trogon personatus sanctaemartae Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
White-tipped Quetzal Pharomachrus fulgidus festatus Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.

H Golden-headed Quetzal Pharomachrus auriceps  
KINGFISHERS Alcedinidae
Ringed Kingfisher Ceryle torquatus  
Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona  
Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana  
MOTMOTS Momotidae
Blue-crowned Motmot Momotus momota  
Highland Motmot Momotus aequatorialis  

H Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii  
H Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum  

JACAMARS Galbulidae
H Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda  

PUFFBIRDS Bucconidae
Black-breasted Puffbird Notharchus pectoralis  

H Barred Puffbird Nystalus radiatus  
Russet-throated Puffbird Hypnelus ruficollis  
Moustached Puffbird Malacoptila mystacalis  
White-fronted Nunbird Monasa morphoeus  
BARBETS Capitonidae
White-mantled Barbet (E-EN) Capito hypoleucus  
Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii  
TOUCANS Ramphastidae
Santa Marta (Emerald) Toucanet (E) Aulacorhynchus lautus Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.
Andean (Emerald) Toucanet Aulacorhynchus albivitta  
Groove-billed (Yellow-billed) ToucanetAulacorhynchus sulcatus calorhynchus  
Crimson-rumped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus haematopygus  
Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus  
Black-billed Mountain-Toucan Andigena nigrirostris  
Keel-billed Toucan Ramphastos sulfuratus  
Channel-billed (Citron-throated) Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus citreolaemus  
Black-mandibled (Ch.-mand.) Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus swainsonii  
WOODPECKERS Picidae
Olivaceous Piculet Picumnus olivaceus  
Beautiful Woodpecker (E*) Melanerpes pulcher  Clements lumps this with Golden-naped Woody.
Red-crowned Woodpecker Melanerpes rubricapillus  
Yellow-vented Woodpecker Veniliornis dignus  

H Smoky-brown Woodpecker Veniliornis fumigatus  
Red-rumped Woodpecker Veniliornis kirkii  
Golden-olive Woodpecker Piculus rubiginosus alleni Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Golden-olive Woodpecker Piculus rubiginosus buenavistae  
Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Piculus rivolii  
Spot-breasted Woodpecker Colaptes punctigula  
Cinnamon Woodpecker Celeus loricatus  
Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus  

H Powerful Woodpecker Campephilus pollens  
Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos  
OVENBIRDS Furnariidae
Rusty-headed Spinetail (E) Synallaxis fuscorufa Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.
Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae  
Pale-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albescens  
Slaty Spinetail Synallaxis brachyura  
Stripe-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis cinnamomea  
White-browed Spinetail Hellmayrea gularis  
Streak-capped Spinetail Cranioleuca hellmayri Near-endemic - occurs in Sierra de Perijá in Ven.
Ash-browed Spinetail Cranioleuca curtata  
Yellow-chinned Spinetail Certhiaxis cinnamomea  
Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex brunnescens coloratus Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex brunnescens brunnescens  
Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger  
Plain Xenops Xenops minutus  
Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans phelpsi Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans heterurus  
Montane Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia striaticollis anxia Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Montane Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia striaticollis striaticollis  
Streaked Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii  
Streak-capped Treehunter Thripadectes virgaticeps  
Lineated Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla subalaris  

HStriped Woodhaunter Hyloctistes subulatus
Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Philydor rufus  

H Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner Automolus ochrolaemus  
Ruddy Foliage-gleaner Automolus rubiginosus rufipectus Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.

H Tawny-throated Leaftosser Sclerurus mexicanus  
Gray-throated Leaftosser Sclerurus albigularis propinquus Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
WOODCREEPERS Dendrocolaptidae

H Tyrannine Woodcreeper Dendrocincla tyrannina  
Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa  
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus  
Strong-billed Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus sanctaemartae Subspecies near endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Cocoa Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus susurrans  
Olive-backed Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus triangularis  
Straight-billed Woodcreeper Dendroplex picus  
Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii  
Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger sanctaemartae  
Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger sneiderni  
Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris  
Brown-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus pusillus  
TYPICAL ANTBIRDS Thamnophilidae
Great Antshrike Taraba major  
Black-crested Antshrike Sakesphorus canadensis  
Black-backed Antshrike Sakesphorus melanonotus  
Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus  
Bar-crested Antshrike Thamnophilus multistriatus  Near-endemic - occurs in Sierra de Perijá in Ven.
Black Antshrike Thamnophilus nigriceps Near-endemic - occurs in E Panama.
Uniform Antshrike Thamnophilus unicolor  

H Western Slaty-Antshrike Thamnophilus atrinucha  
Recurve-billed Bushbird (EN) Clytoctantes alixii Near-endemic - occurs in Sierra de Perijá in Ven.
Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis  
Slaty Antwren Myrmotherula schisticolor  
White-fringed Antwren Formicivora grisea  
Long-tailed Antbird Drymophila caudata  
Rufous-rumped Antwren Terenura callinota  
Parker's Antbird (E-EN) Cercomacra parkeri  
Jet Antbird Cercomacra nigricans  
Bare-crowned Antbird Gymnocichla nudiceps  
White-bellied Antbird Myrmeciza longipes  
Chestnut-backed Antbird Myrmeciza exsul  
Dull-mantled Antbird Myrmeciza laemosticta  
Immaculate Antbird Myrmeciza immaculata  
ANTTHRUSHES AND ANTPITTAS Formicariidae

H Black-faced Antthrush Formicarius analis  
HUndulated Antpitta Grallaria squamigera

Santa Marta Antpitta (E) Grallaria bangsi Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.
H Chestnut-crowned Antpitta Grallaria ruficapilla  
H Chestnut-naped Antpitta Grallaria nuchalis  

White-bellied Antpitta Grallaria hypoleuca  
H Rufous Antpitta Grallaria rufula  

Rusty-breasted Antpitta Grallaricula ferrugineipectus  
Slate-crowned Antpitta Grallaricula nana  
GNATEATERS Conopophagidae
Chestnut-crowned Gnateater Conopophaga castaneiceps  
TAPACULOS Rhinocryptidae

H Blackish Tapaculo Scytalopus latrans  
(Northern) White-crowned Tapaculo Scytalopus atratus  
Santa Marta Tapaculo (E) Scytalopus sanctaemartae Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.

H Long-tailed Tapaculo Scytalopus micropterus  
Upper Magdalena Tapaculo (E) Scytalopus rodriguezi  
Stiles's Tapaculo (E) Scytalopus stilesi  
Brown-rumped Tapaculo (E) Scytalopus latebricola Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.

H Spillmann's Tapaculo Scytalopus spillmanni  
Matorral Tapaculo (E) Scytalopus griseicollis  

H Paramo Tapaculo Scytalopus canus  
COTINGAS Cotingidae
Red-crested Cotinga Ampelion rubrocristata  
Green-and-black Fruiteater Pipreola riefferii  
Golden-breasted Fruiteater Pipreola aureopectus decora Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.

HGolden-breasted Fruiteater Pipreola aureopectus aureopectus
Chestnut-capped Piha (E-EN) Lipaugus weberi  
Purple-throated Fruitcrow Querula purpurata  
Red-ruffed Fruitcrow Pyroderus scutatus  
MANAKINS Pipridae
White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus  
Golden-headed Manakin Pipra erythrocephala  
White-crowned Manakin Dixiphia pipra  

H Golden-winged Manakin Masius chrysopterus  
H Wing-barred Piprites Piprites chloris  

Thrush-like Schiffornis Schiffornis turdinus  
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS Tyrannidae
Brown-capped Tyrannulet Ornithion brunneicapillus  
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum  

H Mouse-colored Tyrannulet Phaeomyias murina  
H Yellow Tyrannulet Capsiempis flaveola  

Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet Tyrannulus elatus  
Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii  
Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster  
Mountain Elaenia Elaenia frantzii  
Sierran Elaenia Elaenia pallatangae  
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus  
Streak-necked Flycatcher Mionectes striaticollis  
Olive-striped Flycatcher Mionectes olivaceus galbinus Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Olive-striped Flycatcher Mionectes olivaceus pallidus  
Rufous-breasted Flycatcher Leptopogon rufipectus  
Sepia-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon amaurocephalus  
Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon superciliaris  
Rufous-headed Pygmy-Tyrant Pseudotriccus ruficeps  
Variegated Bristle-Tyrant Pogonotriccus poecilotis  
Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant Pogonotriccus ophthalmicus  
Rufous-browed Tyrannulet Phylloscartes superciliaris  
Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps  
Plumbeous-crowned Tyrannulet Phyllomyias plumbeiceps  
Black-capped Tyrannulet Phyllomyias nigrocapillus  

H Ashy-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias cinereiceps  
Golden-faced Tyrannulet Zimmerius chrysops  
Northern Scrub-Flycatcher Sublegatus arenarum  
White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys montensis Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys notatus  
White-banded Tyrannulet Mecocerculus stictopterus  
Tawny-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant Euscarthmus meloryphus  

H Black-capped Pygmy-Tyrant Myiornis atricapillus  
Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus  
Pale-eyed Pygmy-Tyrant Atalotriccus pilaris  
Southern Bentbill Oncostoma olivaceum  
Slate-headed Tody-Tyrant Poecilotriccus sylvia  
Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum nigriceps  
Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum  
Yellow-olive Flycatcher Tolmomyias sulphurescens  

H Yellow-margined Flycatcher Tolmomyias assimilis  
H Yellow-breasted Flycatcher Tolmomyias flaviventris  
H White-throated Spadebill Platyrinchus mystaceus  

Yellow-throated Spadebill Platyrinchus flavigularis  
Ornate Flycatcher Myiotriccus ornatus  
Flavescent Flycatcher Myiophobus flavicans  
Bran-colored Flycatcher Myiophobus fasciatus  
Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomea assimilis Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomea pyrrhoptera  
Black-billed Flycatcher Aphanotriccus audax Near-endemic - occurs in E Panama.
Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi  
Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus fumigatus  
Wood-pewee sp. Contopus sp.  
Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens  
Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans  
Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus  
Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca diadema jesupi Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca diadema gratiosa  
Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca cinnamomeiventris  
Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca fumicolor  
Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes striaticollis  
Santa Marta Bush-Tyrant (E-EN) Myiotheretes pernix Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.

H Smoky Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes fumigatus  
Pied Water-Tyrant Fluvicola pica  
White-headed Marsh-Tyrant Arundinicola leucocephala  

H Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus  
Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosus  

H Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus  
Rufous Mourner Rhytipterna holerythra  
Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer  
Panama Flycatcher Myiarchus panamensis  
Pale-edged Flycatcher Myiarchus cephalotes  
Apical Flycatcher (E) Myiarchus apicalis  
Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus  
Lesser Kiskadee Philohydor lictor  
Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus  
Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua  
Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis  
Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis  
Golden-crowned Flycatcher Myiodynastes chrysocephalus  
Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus  

H Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius  
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus  
Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana  
Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor  
Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus cinnamomeus  
White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus  
Cinereous Becard Pachyramphus rufus  
Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata  
SWALLOWS Hirundinidae
Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea  
White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer  
Blue-and-white Swallow Notiochelidon cyanoleuca  
Brown-bellied Swallow Notiochelidon murina  
Pale-footed Swallow Notiochelidon flavipes  
White-thighed Swallow Neochelidon tibialis  
Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis  
WRENS Troglodytidae

H Band-backed Wren Campylorhynchus zonatus  
Bicolored Wren Campylorhynchus griseus  

H Sharpe's Wren Cinnycerthia olivascens  
Sooty-headed Wren Thryothorus spadix Near-endemic - occurs in E Panama.
Black-bellied Wren Thryothorus fasciatoventris  
Whiskered Wren Thryothorus mystacalis  
Rufous-breasted Wren Thryothorus rutilus  
Rufous-and-white Wren Thryothorus rufalbus  
House Wren Troglodytes aedon  
Mountain Wren Troglodytes solstitialis  
Apolinar's Wren (E-EN) Cistothorus apolinari  
White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucosticta  
Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys anachoreta Subspecies endemic to upper Santa Marta mtns.
Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys bangsi Subspecies endemic to lower Santa Marta mtns.
Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys leucophrys  

H Scaly-breasted Wren Microcerculus marginatus  
MOCKINGBIRDS & THRASHERS Mimidae
Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus  
THRUSHES Turdidae
Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides  
Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus aurantiirostris sierrae Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus aurantiirostris aurantiirostris  
Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus fuscater sanctaemartae Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Gray-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus  
Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus  
Yellow-legged Thrush Platycichla flavipes  
Great Thrush Turdus fuscater cacozelus Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Great Thrush Turdus fuscater quindio/gigas  

H Glossy-black Thrush Turdus serranus  
Black-hooded Thrush Turdus olivater sanctaemartae Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Chestnut-bellied Thrush Turdus fulviventris  
Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas  
Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis  
CROWS AND JAYS Corvidae
Black-chested Jay Cyanocorax affinis  
Green Jay Cyanocorax yncas  
VIREOS AND ALLIES Vireonidae
Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons  
Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys  
Philadelphia Vireo Vireo philadelphicus  
Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus  
Rufous-naped Greenlet Hylophilus semibrunneus  
Scrub Greenlet Hylophilus flavipes  
Golden-fronted Greenlet Hylophilus aurantiifrons  

H Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis  
Black-billed Peppershrike Cyclarhis nigrirostris  
SISKINS & GOLDFINCHES Fringillidae
Andean Siskin Carduelis spinescens  
Yellow-bellied Siskin Carduelis xanthogastra  
Lesser Goldfinch Carduelis psaltria  
WOOD WARBLERS Parulidae
Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera  
Tennessee Warbler Vermivora peregrina  
Tropical Parula Parula pitiayumi  
Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia  
Blackburnian Warbler Dendroica fusca  
Bay-breasted Warbler Dendroica castanea  
Cerulean Warbler Dendroica cerulea  
Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia  
American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla  
Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea  
Northern Waterthrush Seiurus noveboracensis  
Mourning Warbler Oporornis philadelphia  
Canada Warbler Wilsonia canadensis  
Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus sanctaemartae Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus ballux  
Golden-fronted Redstart Myioborus ornatus Near-endemic - also occurs in far SW Venezuela.
Yellow-crowned Redstart (E) Myioborus flavivertex Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.
Citrine Warbler Basileuterus luteoviridis  

H Black-crested Warbler Basileuterus nigrocristatus  
Santa Marta Warbler (E) Basileuterus basilicus Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.
Gray-throated Warbler Basileuterus cinereicollis  
White-lored Warbler (E) Basileuterus conspicillatus Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.
Russet-crowned Warbler Basileuterus coronatus  
Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus  
Rufous-capped Warbler Basileuterus rufifrons  
Three-striped Warbler Basileuterus tristriatus  
Buff-rumped Warbler Basileuterus fulvicauda  
BANANAQUIT Coerebidae
Bananaquit Coereba flaveola  
TANAGERS AND ALLIES Thraupidae
White-eared Conebill Conirostrum leucogenys  
Bicolored Conebill Conirostrum bicolor  
Rufous-browed Conebill Conirostrum rufum Near-endemic - also occurs in far SW Venezuela.
Blue-backed Conebill Conirostrum sitticolor  
Capped Conebill Conirostrum albifrons  
Black-faced Tanager Schistochlamys melanopis  
Grass-green Tanager Chlorornis riefferii  
White-capped Tanager Sericossypha albocristata  
Common Bush-Tanager Chlorospingus ophthalmicus  
Yellow-throated Bush-Tanager Chlorospingus flavigularis  
Ashy-throated Bush-Tanager Chlorospingus canigularis  
Gray-hooded Bush-Tanager Cnemoscopus rubrirostris  
Black-capped Hemispingus Hemispingus atropileus  
Guira Tanager Hemithraupis guira  
Yellow-backed Tanager Hemithraupis flavicollis  

H Rosy Thrush-Tanager Rhodinocichla rosea  
Gray-headed Tanager Eucometis penicillata  
Scarlet-browed Tanager Heterospingus xanthopygius  
White-shouldered Tanager Tachyphonus luctuosus  
White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus  
Sooty Ant-Tanager (E) Habia gutturalis  
Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava  
Summer Tanager Piranga rubra  
White-winged Tanager Piranga leucoptera  
Crimson-backed Tanager Ramphocelus dimidiatus  
Flame-rumped Tanager Ramphocelus flammigerus flammigerus Subspecies endemic to W-C Colombia
Flame-rumped (Yel.-rumped) Tanager Ramphocelus flammigerus icteronotus  
Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus  
Blue-capped Tanager Thraupis cyanocephala margaritae Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Blue-capped Tanager Thraupis cyanocephala annectens  
Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum  

H Black-and-gold Tanager (E-EN) Bangsia melanochlamys  
Hooded Mountain-Tanager Buthraupis montana  
Black-chested Mountain-Tanager Buthraupis eximia  
Santa Marta Mountain-Tanager (E) Anisognathus melanogenys Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.
Lacrimose Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus lacrymosus  
Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus igniventris  
Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus somptuosus  
Purplish-mantled Tanager Iridosornis porphyrocephala Near-endemic- occurs in NW Ecuador.
Golden-crowned Tanager Iridosornis rufivertex  

H Buff-breasted Mountain-Tanager Dubusia taeniata  
Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota  
Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris  
Golden-rumped Euphonia Euphonia cyanocephala  
Fulvous-vented Euphonia Euphonia fulvicrissa  
Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster  
Blue-naped Chlorophonia Chlorophonia cyanea psittacina Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.

H Blue-naped Chlorophonia Chlorophonia cyanea longipennis  
Multicolored Tanager (E-VU) Chlorochrysa nitidissima  
Golden Tanager Tangara arthus  
Saffron-crowned Tanager Tangara xanthocephala  
Speckled Tanager Tangara guttata  
Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola  
Scrub Tanager Tangara vitriolina  
Metallic-green Tanager Tangara labradorides  
Blue-necked Tanager Tangara cyanicollis  
Golden-hooded Tanager Tangara larvata  
Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis  
Blue-and-black Tanager Tangara vassorii  
Black-capped Tanager Tangara heinei  
Black-headed Tanager Tangara cyanoptera  
Turquoise Dacnis-Tanager (E-VU) Pseudodacnis hartlaubi  
Black-faced (Yellow-tufted) Dacnis Dacnis lineata egregia  
Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana  
Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza  
Swallow-Tanager Tersina viridis  
EMBERIZID FINCHES Emberizidae
Pileated Finch Coryphospingus pileatus  
Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina  
Black-and-white Seedeater Sporophila luctuosa  
Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis  
Ruddy-breasted Seedeater Sporophila minuta  
Large-billed Seed-Finch Oryzoborus crassirostris  
Thick-billed (Lesser) Seed-Finch Oryzoborus funereus  
Band-tailed Seedeater Catamenia analis  
Dull-colored Grassquit Tiaris obscura  
Yellow-faced Grassquit Tiaris olivacea  
Black-faced Grassquit Tiaris bicolor  
Rusty Flowerpiercer Diglossa sittoides  
Chestnut-bellied Flowerpiercer (E-EN) Diglossa gloriosissima  
White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera  
Black Flowerpiercer Diglossa humeralis  
Bluish Flowerpiercer Diglossopis caerulescens  
Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossopis cyanea  
Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola  
White-naped (Yel.-throat.) Brush-Finch Atlapetes albinucha gutturalis  
Yellow-breasted Brush-Finch Atlapetes latinuchus yariguierum  
Slaty Brush-Finch Atlapetes schistaceus  
Santa Marta Brush-Finch (E) Atlapetes melanocephalus Species endemic to Santa Marta mountains.
Olive-headed Brush-Finch (E-EN) Atlapetes flaviceps  
Moustached Brush-Finch Atlapetes albofrenatus  
Chestnut-capped Brush-Finch Buarremon brunneinucha  
Stripe-headed Brush-Finch Buarremon torquatus basilicus Subspecies endemic to Santa Marta mtns.
Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris  
Golden-winged Sparrow Arremon schlegeli  
Black-striped Sparrow Arremonops conirostris  
Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis  
SALTATORS & GROSBEAKS Cardinalidae
Streaked Saltator Saltator striatipectus  
Grayish Saltator Saltator coerulescens  
Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus  

H Slate-colored Grosbeak Saltator grossus  
Black-winged Saltator Saltator atripennis  
Golden-bellied Grosbeak Pheucticus chrysogaster  
Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus  
BLACKBIRDS AND ORIOLES Icteridae
Yellow-hooded Blackbird Chrysomus icterocephalus  
Red-breasted Blackbird Sturnella militaris  
Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna  
Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus  
Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis  
Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus  
Yellow-backed Oriole Icterus chrysater  
Yellow Oriole Icterus nigrogularis  
Orange-crowned Oriole Icterus auricapillus  

H Scarlet-rumped Cacique Cacicus uropygialis  
Mountain Cacique Cacicus chrysonotus  
Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus  
Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons  
Red-bellied Grackle (E-EN) Hypopyrrhus pyrohypogaster  
Mountain Grackle (E-CR) Macroagelaius subalaris  

MAMMALS
White-fronted Capuchin Cebus albifrons  
Brown Spider Monkey (EN) Ateles hybridus  
Santander Dwarf Squirrel (E) Microsciurus santanderensis  
Red-tailed Squirrel Sciurus granatensis  
Kinkajou Potus flavus  


