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Trip Report and most pictures by Andres Vasquez 

Introduction: 

This was another trip to the land of tame birds, the fabled Galapagos Islands. Songbirds and other wildlife here are 

examples of how other birds in the world should behave in front of birders, responding actively, and quickly, to pishing, 

and staying exposed for prolonged periods so all the members of the group can not only see them well, but also 

photograph them at their leisure. Seabirds on the Galapagos are both colorful and abundant, flying all over the place at  
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close range, and were observed nesting closeby, either ON, or just off, the trails we walked along, posing for pictures 

time and time, again.  

We had a different itinerary this year due to national park regulations, which forced us to change the places we planned 

to visit, just a few weeks before the start of the trip. Anticipating that these issues with the National Park offices were 

likely to occur due to recent administrative changes, we happily had a plan B that would still give us a great trip. At the 

end we found all the endemics in range, and plenty of other special birds besides including comical boobies and 

displaying albatrosses, plus several migrants besides. We found all of Darwin´s famous Finches except for the critically-

endangered Mangrove Finch, (which most tours are not granted permission to visit due to strict protection measures in 

place for this bird the numbers under 100 individuals), and all the rest of endemics except for the cormorant as we, 

sadly, were not permitted to visit Isabela/Fernandina as originally planned.  

This trip ended up being the most enjoyable of the trips I have personally led in the Galapagos, especially in terms of the 

beauty and diversity of locations visited. We enjoyed paradisiacal sites like the Sleeping Lion islet and the Pinnacle Rock 

on Baltra Island while watching playful Galapagos Penguins. The people who braved the chilly waters, snorkeled among 

hundreds of colorful fish, playful sea lions, bizarre Marine Iguanas, and patient Pacific Sea Turtles; as well as the 

harmless, but still intimidating, White-tipped Reef Sharks, and several species of interesting rays.  

Itinerary 

 Island/Activity Site  

Day 1 Quito to Santa Cruz Bachas Beach 

Day 2 Genovesa El Barranco & Darwin Bay 

Day 3 Bartolomé & Santiago Pinacle Rock & Soulivan Bay 

Day 4 Plazas & Santa Fe South Plaza and Santa Fe 

Day 5 San Cristobal Sleeping Lion & Highlands 

Day 6 Española Suarez Point & Gardner Bay 

Day 7 Floreana Champion and Cormorant Bay 

Day 8 North Seymour to Quito North Seymour 

 

Day 1: Quito to Santa Cruz 

For a guide, the only stressful day of a trip 

to the Galapagos is the day we fly from 

Quito to the islands, but once you are done 

with all the chaos at the airports, then the 

trip is one of the most relaxed, enjoyable, 

loose, and yet wildlife-filled holidays any 

one could wish for. 

We arrived at Baltra airport, and while 

queuing at immigration found the first 

endemics: Small and Medium Ground-

Finches. After a short drive to the harbor, 

where the Yate Fragata (our comfortable 

boat for the trip), was waiting for us, we 
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started searching for more new birds at the beach, and quickly found Lava Gulls, Galapagos Shearwaters, and Blue-

footed and Nazca Boobies.  

Once we were settled on board our newly adopted “home” for the 

next 8 days, we started a short navigation to Bachas Beach, a 

beautiful little beach that brought us some of the expected 

wildlife, but some surprises too. A relaxed walk on the white sandy 

shore produced the first waders/shorebirds: Wandering Tattler, 

Sanderling, Least Sandpiper, and White-necked Stilt. There were a 

couple of brackish ponds just behind the beach where we also 

found White-cheeked Pintail, as well as Galapagos Mockingbird, 

Galapagos Flycatcher, and Large Ground-Finch within the 

surrounding, low, vegetation. If there was a bird which I was 

sweating on the most, it was the Galapagos Martin as the only 

good chance to find it on this trip (due to the national park-

modified itinerary), was going to be at Bachas Beach; happily not 

too long after we started our short hike we found two individuals 

of this scarce endemic.  

After waking a bit further, we found a couple more shorebirds, and 

just when we were getting ready to go back on board, a brilliant 

adult American Flamingo flew close over our heads. After this we 

went back to the boat and started navigating north. I stayed after 

dark on the back of the ship and saw a couple of the nocturnal-

feeding Swallow-tailed Gull following our vessel, as we cruised northwards.  

Day 2: Genovesa 

As we woke up beside Genovesa Island, the sounds of Red-billed Tropicbirds quickly lured us out one deck, to find that 

one of them was perched on one of our pangas (dinghies); a nice, unexpected, dawn surprise. We had breakfast and 

immediately took the pangas towards the famous Prince Philip´s Steps where we started walking the El Barranco trail. 

Just as we finished walking the narrow steps 

that lead to the path, we found we had 

completed almost all of the targets that we 

had for that morning. The first target was the 

local Sharp-billed Ground-Finch, which was 

actually present in unusually large numbers 

due to the high density of flowering trees 

(Muyuyos) at the time. We also saw several 

Galapagos Doves, Galapagos Mockingbirds 

and the first of many Red-footed Boobies in 

the same spot. A nice reward in the same area 

was an active Short-eared Owl that flew from 

behind us, then landed in the fields in front of 

us, before walking around for a while, then 
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taking flight once more.  

We only then started really walking the trail, which takes us to a cliff on 

the outer side of the island where a colony of Wedge-rumped Storm-

Petrels exists. We saw plenty of these, and while scanning the waters 

beyond, spotted the first Galapagos Petrel of the trip that was flying 

close inshore. We soon realized that there was a big bank of fish on 

which a high number of pelagic birds were frantically feeding. Bottle-

nosed Dolphins also joined in, and were actively jumping in to the air 

playfully, as we watched on.  

Almost at the end of the trail we found another major target of the tour, 

Large Cactus-Finch, which was surprising to me, as the area it was 

located doesn’t hold a single Prickly-pear Cactus, unlike the other 

portion of the island where we more usually find them. In any case, we 

were happy to see this species already, as on the last time I visited this 

island we only managed to find one individual during the entire day.  

We returned back to the pier to start a dinghy ride scanning the rock 

face of the inner part of the island, (the island is horse-shoe shaped 

geological feature; the result of a collapsed volcano), where we found 

another endemic species, this time a mammal, the Galapagos Fur Seal.  

The afternoon was basically a photographic, recreational, walk on 

Darwin Beach, still on Genovesa Island. Given that all the targets of this 

island were found during the morning, we spent this walk taking masses 

of pictures of several pelagic species which nest on this beach. As a result of the lack of large predators, like the hawks, 

Swallow-tailed Gulls nest exposed on the sandy shores ideally located for photography. Red-footed Boobies do the 

same, but locate their nests up in the low trees, something that seems intuitively odd, given the shape of their brightly 

colored feet. At this beach there were also many Yellow-crowned Night-Herons, Great Frigatebirds, and more than a 

few Nazca Boobies too.  Later in the afternoon we started another navigation, this time towards the island of 

Bartolome. 

Day 3: Bartolomé & Santiago 

Bartolome is a tiny, but famous, 

island in the archipelago, mostly 

due to its iconic pinnacle rock, but 

also thanks to a small group of 

Galapagos Penguins that live along 

its rocky shores. We started with a 

dinghy ride amongst dramatic 

scenery; not long after we stared 

our search for the penguins, which 

yielded a few, one sitting up on a 

rock and the other swimming in 

the water close by. We were able 
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to move alongside the swimming penguin 

for a while; this was one of the most 

memorable experiences for most of the 

participants of the entire trip. Later on we 

found another one on the rocks that 

afforded us some great pictures.  

After we had found Bartlome’s star bird, 

we started a scenic walk towards a 

viewpoint, which, at 390ft high, allows a 

magnificent panoramic of the surrounding 

area. The hike up the hill was quite easy, 

along a well-maintained boardwalk, 

ensuring everyone made it up there.  

The afternoon was spent on a very 

different type of hike. This time it was on 

some pahoehoe lava fields. The extensive plains of black lava are home to very little life in general, but the walk is 

extremely interesting for all the different textures and strange shapes the flows have formed. We also got to see though 

the first of several Galapagos Hawks we found on this trip. We got only flight views on this occasion, but later on the trip 

we received a notable upgrade to this. 

With sunlight still remaining, we began our navigation towards Plazas Island, and, late in the day, we found Red and 

Red-necked Phalaropes, along with the bird of the day for most, the elegant Waved Albatross. Several individuals of this 

magnificent seabird passed close by the boat as the sun was setting behind, casting attractive orange and red hues onto 

the plumage of the bird.  

 

Day 4: South Plaza and Santa Fe 

We woke up alongside the colorful Plazas Island 

where the combination of vivid yellows and 

vibrant reds of the scrubland carpeting the island 

mixed with the giant Opuntia cacti give the 

Marine Iguanas, the Galapagos Sea Lions, and the 

Land Iguanas a beautiful canvas in which to live. 

This combined with the beauty of Swallow-tailed 

Gulls sitting on the rocks and the Galapagos 

Shearwaters flying close inshore made this walk 

unforgettable. Of course the poetry of the image 

here makes this sound picture perfect, but when 

the smells of the sea lions and the seabirds mix in 

with this you can imagine a more balanced 

picture! The walk was short as we only had one 

avian target to look for, the Common Cactus-

Finch. Again though, just few steps on the island 
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were enough to find this specialist, long-beaked finch that has managed to adapt to not getting hurt by the vicious 

spines of the Opuntias (a heavily-armored cactus) while it feeds on its flowers and leaves. By late morning, we started 

navigating towards Santa Fe Island, where we arrived in time for lunch.  

The first activity on the island was snorkeling 

within a paradisiacal, internal aquamarine 

pool, where White-tipped Reef-Sharks and 

Spotted Eagle Rays were peaceful bottom 

dwellers, and where Pacific Sea Turtles 

swam slowly passed. The few who chose to 

partake in this snorkeling session, enjoyed it 

very much on this particular occasion.  

A short walk later in the day brought us the 

very local endemic Santa Fe Land Iguana, 

which is actually quite dull compared to its 

closest relatives from the other islands. The 

walk was done at a slow pace as we were 

looking for other endemic creatures, such as 

a rice rat and a centipede but, unhappily, we 

did not find them. At the end of the loop 

though we got the very best bird of the day, a sub-adult Galapagos Hawk landed on a rock sign just a few feet from us 

and stayed there for about 30 minutes, as if to say “ here I am…take pictures of me?”. That was a real treat. 

Day 5: San Cristobal 

A panga ride was the first activity this morning, 

and it was scenically superb. On one side we had 

white sandy beaches and tall rocky cliffs, and on 

the other we had the vast blue ocean. Breaking 

the skyline, the iconic Sleeping Lion rock lends the 

whole scene a truly dramatic appearance.  

We landed on the sandy beach and just as we 

were coming to land the target of the morning 

showed up as if patrolling the beach from a dead 

tree; San Cristobal Mockingbird. A bit of a walk 

behind the beach took us to a brackish lagoon that 

held a few new migrant birds for the trip, Wilson´s 

Phalarope, Pied-billed Grebe, and Lesser 

Yellowlegs. A lonely Peregrine Falcon flew 

overhead a couple of times while we were 

scanning these shallow waters too, one of the few 

raptors that dwells on these remote islands.  
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During the afternoon we did quite a different type of birding, 

we took a bus to the highlands of San Cristobal targeting some 

woodland related finches. By that time we really needed 

something different, and this afternoon was perfect; birding the 

old-fashioned forest style to which I am more accustomed. 

After a 25-minute ride we started walking along some entry 

roads to local farms where the tallish trees were the perfect 

habitat for some of our avian targets. The first to be found was 

the Small Tree-Finch, and, later on, pishing a little yielded a pair 

of Woodpecker Finches, then, finally, after some further effort, 

the chunky Vegetarian Finch showed up; I must admit I 

wondered how it could be so rotund, being a vegetarian.  We 

ended the afternoon visit driving towards a highland wetland 

where we found a couple of further waders for the trip list.  

Day 6: Española 

Española is probably the nicest of all islands in the archipelago; 

not only are the birds beautiful and the reptiles colorful, but 

also the scenery is superb. We visited Punta Suarez during the 

morning where a combination of what I just mentioned above 

resulted from a fabulous hike. As usual, Española Mockingbirds 

were the first to greet visitors upon arrival, and the biggest, and most colorful, individual Marine Iguanas of the entire 

archipelago, are the first things you have to be careful 

not to step on.  

For some reason, Española is the island where I have 

encountered the greatest numbers of wet, recently 

born, Galapagos Sea Lions. The walk took place along 

rocky paths, where Española Lava Lizards sunbathed 

out in the open. This loop trail moves very close to 

the border of impressive cliffs out of which Nazca and 

Blue-footed Boobies, Swallow-tailed Gulls, 

Galapagos Shearwaters, Brown Noddies, and even 

the hulking Waved Albatross launched off to feed out 

in the waters of the open Pacific Ocean. The spectacle 

is fantastic, and many times we just spent long 

periods sitting on the rocks enjoying both the superb 

panoramic view and the absorbing activity of the 

seabirds. 
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A bit further inland, many pairs of Waved Albatrosses danced their unique courtship display alongside many unkempt 

and ugly-looking juveniles scattered around the rocky floor, waiting impatiently for their parents to come in and feed 

them. Around here, at least 4 different Galapagos Hawks patrolled the albatross colony looking for prey, and our other 

target on this island, the Española subspecies of Large Cactus-Finch jumped around at our feet looking for any type of 

food it could find. The hike took around three hours, and once we were back on board, we started navigating towards 

Gardner Bay on the northeast of the same island.  

 

This beautiful bay comprises a white sandy beach bathed above by clear blue seas, with a sink crater located just 

offshore of which now only the eroded crown can be seen, and which now offers superb snorkeling. I did not expect to 

see anything new, in terms of birds, this afternoon, but I knew all participants would enjoy the walk along the shore with 

pristine, clean white sand between their toes. We did, however, get a new one for the trip, a Bank Swallow, nothing 

fancy, but still new all the same.  

Before getting back on board, we witnessed two very contrasting displays, life and death in its purest form: on the one 

hand, everyone on the beach rushed to observe a new mother Galapagos Sea Lion giving birth on the white sands to an 

adorable little cub revealing all the efforts and difficulties of this process; and on the other hand, a pair of Galapagos 

Hawks which killed an unprotected baby sea lion, and started feasting on it in front of a somewhat reduced crowd.  
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Day 7: Floreana & Santa Cruz 

We all met, pre-breakfast, on the 

sundeck of the boat as it cruised as 

close as the captain could get to 

Champion Island, a tiny satellite islet off 

Floreana which together with another 

rock of similar size, hold the entire 

population of the endangered Floreana 

Mockingbird. We saw several 

individuals of this critically endangered 

bird flying from cactus to cactus on the 

slopes of the tiny island. No one is 

permitted to land on the island, at most 

a panga ride is sometimes permitted, 

but it was not only not necessary but 

also allowed us further time to navigate 

towards Floreana and land there to 

spend time looking for the another target of this important island, which is steeped in history from the early colonization 

of the archipelago. 

We had a wet landing on Punta Cormorant beach, which while it does not have the beauty of some other locations, does 

hold several individuals of the extremely local Medium Tree-Finch. For this guy we focused on the dry forested slopes of 

the hills next to the beach and after a bit of time we found several individuals of both females and males. We found 

them again later in the morning, which allowed us to go scan a brackish lagoon behind the beach where we saw 3 

American Flamingos feeding in the shallow waters.  

Logistically, this day was a little different from previous years, as the itinerary provided by the national park for that day 

required both a long navigation to Santa Cruz Island, in addition to a trip into the highlands there and this was going to 

be the only chance to search for highland specialties, like Large Tree-Finch, Green Warbler Finch and Galapagos Rail, 

AND to visit the famous Charles Darwin 

Research Station. In order to give ourselves the 

best chances of finding these much-desired 

endemics, we reduced our trip to Floreana to 

just a short visit, (although still found all of our 

targets there), and then transferred to a 

smaller, faster, speedboat for the crossing to 

Santa Cruz.  

The ride on the speedboat was an experience 

all on its own, watching Waved Albatrosses, 

phalaropes, Shearwaters and other seabirds 

being flushed up by our boat as we raced on by. 

We had a very traditional Ecuadorian lunch in 
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the town on Puerto Ayora once we arrived on Santa Cruz, and straight after visited the Research Station, which no 

longer houses the famous Lonesome George which had recently passed away. We enjoyed a short visit to observe the 

captive breeding process for the 

islands Giant Tortoises. Here we 

also found another, (surprise), 

Vegetarian Finch, some 

confiding Common Cactus 

Finches, and a Woodpecker 

Finch using sticks to try to 

extract a wasp larva from a hole.  

We then bused up into the 

highlands where we went 

straight to a local farm where 

two years ago I had seen the 

much desired, and local, Large 

Tree-Finch. Thankfully, the bird 

was in almost exactly the same 

spot where I had seen them 

during my last visit. We then 

reached the farmhouse where 

the family receives tourists that wish to see the Giant Tortoises in the wild, and offered us a tasty cup of Galapagos 

coffee. Their old barn also provided a roosting spot for the dark-faced, endemic subspecies, of Barn Owl, as usual. 

Finally, after waiting until late afternoon, we went after the often-difficult Galapagos Rail, in a location where I had had 

luck with them over a period of several years. For this we needed to reach the Miconia vegetation zone that can also be 

good for Green Warbler Finch, which we found with ease. Afterwards, we walked up a slippery trail and worked for the 

Galapagos Rail, which after a couple of frustrated attempts (that started to make me visibly sweat) we managed 

fantastic views of this wonderful little endemic.  

Happy, after having got 

all the endemic species, 

and subspecies of birds, 

at the sites we were 

permitted to visit, we 

moved back to our now 

familiar boat, where a 

special farewell dinner 

was waiting for us. The 

menu included lobsters, 

many other delicious 

types of seafood, along 

with bottles of wine, 

which altogether 

provided the perfect 
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close to a very enjoyable trip indeed.  

 

Day 8: North Seymour & Flight to Quito 

The last day within the so-called “enchanted islands” offered us another short hike on the tiny, though picturesque, 

island of North Seymour, where we found several Magnificent and Great Frigatebirds with their seductive scarlet 

pouches inflated; some flying around with this enormous globe on their throat which just looks plain wrong to me, and 

several sitting in the trees. It was a nice experience and gave us our final chances of yet more good bird shots, that in 

spite of the fact no one needed them at this point, it was just impossible to ignore, and to not use many more 

megabytes of memory when you have subjects like Swallow-tailed Gulls hit by a gorgeous yellow sun, and baby sea 

lions staring at you with their most enticing “Bambi look”.  

We moved back on board for a final breakfast, and final navigation to the tiny Baltra Island, where we transferred to the 

airport and flew back to Ecuador’s capital, Quito. Oh, and I was almost forgetting, ……………and our clients lived happily 

ever after. 

 

Marbled Ray – Photo by Randy Rogers 
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Complete Species List 

This list follows Clements but I decided to keep all Darwin’s Finches as Emberizids and not as Thraupids due to its 

controversial taxonomy.   

r=permanent resident; b=breeding resident; m=northern migrant; v=vagrant; (E)= Galapagos Endemic 

 DUCKS, GEESE, WATERFOWL ANATIDAE  

r White-cheeked Pintail Anas bahamensis galapagensis 

 GREBES PODICIPEDIDAE  

r Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 

 FLAMINGOS PHOENICOPTERIDAE  

r American Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber 

 PENGUINS SPHENISCIDAE  

r Galapagos Penguin (E) Spheniscus mendiculus 

 ALBATROSSES DIOMEDEIDAE  

b Waved Albatross Phoebastria irrorata 

 SHEARWATERS AND PETRELS PROCELLARIIDAE  

r Galapagos Petrel Pterodroma phaeopygia 

r Galapagos Shearwater Puffinus subalaris 

 STORM-PETRELS HYDROBATIDAE  

r White-vented (Elliot's) Storm-Petrel Oceanites gracilis galapagoensis 

r Wedge-rumped Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma tethys tethys 

 TROPICBIRDS PHAETHONTIDAE  

r Red-billed Tropicbird Phaethon aethereus 

 BOOBIES AND GANNETS SULIDAE  

r Nazca Booby Sula granti 

r Blue-footed Booby Sula nebouxii excisa 

r Red-footed Booby Sula sula websteri 

 PELICANS PELECANIDAE  

r Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis urinator 
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 FRIGATEBIRDS FREGATIDAE  

r Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens 

r Great Frigatebird Fregata minor 

 HERONS, EGRETS, BITTERNS ARDEIDAE  

r Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias cognata 

r Great Egret Ardea alba 

r Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

r Striated (Lava) Heron Butorides striata sundevalli 

r Striated Heron Butorides striata striata 

r Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea pauper 

 HAWKS, EAGLES, AND KITES ACCIPITRIDAE  

r Galapagos Hawk (E) Buteo galapagoensis 

 FALCONS AND CARACARAS FALCONIDAE  

m Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 

 RAILS, GALLINULES, COOTS RALLIDAE  

r Galapagos Rail (E) Laterallus spilonotus 

r Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus cachinnans 

 PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS CHARADRIIDAE  

m Black-bellied (Gray) Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

m Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus 

 OYSTERCATCHERS HAEMATOPODIDAE  

r American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus galapagensis 

 STILTS AND AVOCETS RECURVIROSTRIDAE  

r Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus 

 SANDPIPERS AND ALLIES SCOLOPACIDAE  

m Wandering Tattler Tringa incana 

m Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 

m Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

m Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 
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m Sanderling Calidris alba 

m Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla 

m Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 

m Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 

m Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 

m Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 

 GULLS LARIDAE: LARINAE  

r Swallow-tailed Gull Creagrus furcatus 

m Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla 

m Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan 

r Lava Gull (E) Leucophaeus fuliginosus 

 TERNS LARIDAE: STERNINAE  

r Brown Noddy Anous stolidus galapagensis 

 PIGEONS AND DOVES COLUMBIDAE  

r Galapagos Dove (E) Zenaida galapagoensis galapagoensis 

 CUCKOOS CUCULIDAE  

r Dark-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus melacoryphus 

r Smooth-billed Ani (I) Crotophaga ani 

 BARN-OWLS TYTONIDAE  

r Barn Owl Tyto alba punctatissima 

 OWLS STRIGIDAE  

r Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus galapagoensis 

 NIGHTJARS AND ALLIES CAPRIMULGIDAE  

m Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor 

 TYRANT FLYCATCHERS TYRANNIDAE  

r Galapagos Flycatcher (E) Myiarchus magnirostris 

 SWALLOWS HIRUNDINIDAE  

r Galapagos Martin (E) Progne modesta 

m Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 
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 MOCKINGBIRDS MIMIDAE  

r Galapagos Mockingbird (E) Nesomimus parvulus 

r Floreana (Charles) Mockingbird (E) Nesomimus trifasciatus 

r Española (Hood) Mockingbird (E) Nesomimus macdonaldi 

r 

San Cristobal (Chatham) Mockingbird 

(E) Nesomimus melanotis 

 NEW WORLD WARBLERS PARULIDAE  

r Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia aureola 

 EMBERIZID FINCHES EMBERIZIDAE  

r Green Warbler Finch (E) Certhidea olivacea 

r Gray Warbler Finch (E) Certhidea fusca 

r Vegetarian Finch (E) Platyspiza crassirostris 

r Woodpecker Finch (E) Camarhynchus pallidus 

r Large Tree-Finch (E) Camarhynchus psittacula 

r Medium Tree-Finch (E) Camarhynchus pauper 

r Small Tree-Finch (E) Camarhynchus parvulus 

r Small Ground-Finch (E) Geospiza fuliginosa 

r Large Ground-Finch (E) Geospiza magnirostris 

r Sharp-beaked Ground-Finch (E) Geospiza difficilis 

r Common Cactus-Finch (E) Geospiza scandens 

r Medium Ground-Finch (E) Geospiza fortis 

r Large Cactus-Finch (E) (Española) Geospiza conirostris conirostris 

r Large Cactus-Finch (E) (Genovesa) Geospiza conirostris propinqua 

   

 REPTILES  

r Galapagos Giant Tortoise (E) Chelonoidis nigra 

r Pacific Green Turtle Chelonia midas agassisi 

r Marine Iguana (E) Amblyrhynchus cristatus 

r Land Iguana (E) Conolophus subcristatus 

r Santa Fe Land Iguana (E) Conolophus pallidus 
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r Galapagos Lava Lizard (E) Microlophus albemarlensis 

r San Cristobal Lava Lizard (E) Microlophus bivattatus 

r Española Lava Lizard (E) Microlophus delanonis 

r Floreana Lava Lizard (E) Microlophus grayi 

r Española Snake (E) Philodryas biserialis hoodensis 

   

 MAMMALS  

 California (Galapagos) Sea Lion Zalophus californianus wollebacki 

 Galapagos Fur Seal Arctocephalus galapagoensis 

 Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis 

 Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus 

   

 FISH  

 King Angelfish Holacanthus passer 

 Yellowtailed Surgeonfish Prionurus laticlavius 

 Moorish Idol Zanclus comutus 

 Barracuda Sphyraena idiastes 

 Dusky Chub Girella freminvillei 

 Yellowtailed Mullet Mugil rammelsbergi 

 Galapagos Mullet Mugil galapagensis 

 Halfbeak Hyporhamphus unifasciatus 

 Yellowtail Grunt Anisotremus interruptus 

 Black-stripped Salema Xenocys jessiae 

 Flying Fish Exocoetidae spp. 

 Giant Damselfish Microspathodon dorsalis 

 Yellow-tail Damselfish Stegastes arcifrons 

 Panamic Sargeant Major Abudefduf troschelii 

 Creole Fish (Gringo) Paranthias colonus 

 Bumphead Parrotfish Scarus perrico 
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 Blue-chinned Parrotfish Scarus ghobban 

 Rainbow Wrasse Thalassoma lucasanum 

 Streamer Hogfish Bodianus diplotaenia 

 Galápagos Barnacle Blenny Acanthemblemaria castroi 

 Large-banded (Panamic) Blenny Ophioblennius steindachneri 

 Coral Hawkfish Cirrhitichthys oxycephalus 

 Hieroglyphic Hawkfish Cirrhitus rivulatus 

 Concentric Pufferfish Sphoeroides annulatus 

 Yellow-bellied Triggerfish Sufflamen verres 

 Reef Cornetfish Fistularia commersonii 

 Zebra Moray Eel Gymnomuraena zebra 

 Galápagos Shark Carcharhinus galapagensis 

 White-tipped Reef Shark Triaeniodon obesus 

 Marbled Ray  Taeniura meyeri 

 Diamond Stingray Dasyatis brevis 

 Eagle Ray Aetobatus narinari 

 Manta Ray Manta hamiltoni 

   

 TERRESTRIAL INVERTEBRATES  

 Galápagos Sulphur Butterfly Phoebis sennae 

 Queen Butterfly Danaus gilippus 

 Darwin Carpenter Bee Xylocopa darwini 

 Yellow Paper Wasp Polistes versicolor 

 Spot-winged Dragonfly Pantala hymaena 

 Galápagos Painted Locust Schistocerca literosa 

 Zig-zag Spider Neoscona cooksoni 

   

 MARINE INVERTEBRATES  

 Thatched-roof Barnacle Tetraclita milleporosa 
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 Red spiny Lobster Panulirus penicillatus 

 Sally Light-foot Crab Grapsus grapsus 

 Ghost Crab Ocypode gaudichaudii 

 Terrestrial Hermit Crab Coenobita compressus 

 Pencil Sea Urchin Eucidaris thouarsii 

 Green Sea Urchin Lytechinus semituberculatus 

 Needle Sea Urchin Diadema mexicana 

 Noduled Sea Cucumber Stichopus fuscus 

 Chocolate-chip Sea Star Nidorellia armata 

 Panamic Sea Star Pentaceraster cumingi 

 Blue Sea Star Phataria unifascialis 

 

    

 


