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This Introtour packed a lot into a tiny package: lots of glittering hummingbirds, a 
multitude of multicolored tanagers, scores of scarce endemics, and lots of birds 
in general. Over 360 species in this six-day introduction to this mega birding 
area, the Chocó  region of northwest Ecuador (that also extends into southern 
Colombia). We were based out of one well-placed lodge, the wonderful 
Tandayapa Bird Lodge that is quite simply one of the best hummingbird sites on 
Earth. Tandayapa is also a great location to access a number of varied birding 
sites… 
 
We began upslope from Tandayapa in the cool temperate zone in Yanacocha 
reserve (3400m/11,155ft) that brought avian gems like the incredible, jaw-
dropping, Sword-billed Hummingbird, and bold Barred Fruiteater. From 
there we dropped downslope into the subtropical zone of the Tandayapa Valley 
(1750-2300m/5740-7545ft), that bought some of the most highly-desired birds 
of the region – the ultra rare Tanager Finch, the technicolor Plate-billed 
Mountain-Toucan, and clown-like Toucan Barbet, in addition to literally 
hundreds of glittering hummingbirds, like the striking Empress Brilliant, and 
distinctive Violet-tailed Sylph. Heading lower still into the foothills of the Andes 
we visited two sites Milpe (1100m/3610ft), that brought dancing Club-winged 
Manakins, the sparkling Glistening-green Tanager, and the less conspicuous 
Uniform Treehunter; and the wonderful new Mashpi reserve where scarce and 
rare Chocó  species were the order of the day: Indigo Flowerpiercer, Black 
Solitaire and the gorgeous Orange-breasted Fruiteater all being found during 
a misty day on site. Then came what for most was the best day of the tour, our 
venture into the Chocó  lowlands of Rio Silanche (350m/1150ft), a tiny though 
delightful reserve, that although it required the longest drive to get there, was 
well worth it for the remarkable 150+ species day we had. This day yielded 
many, many highlights including Scarlet-breasted Dacnis, Blue-whiskered 
Tanager, Orange-fronted Barbet, Black-tipped Cotinga, and Slate-

throated Gnatcatcher. After being begged to return there on our final day I 
denied the group this request, stuck to our original itinerary and visited the 
legendary “Antpitta Farm”, where we were treated to two different rare antpittas, 
a delightful covey of Dark-backed Wood-Quail, a roosting Oilbird, and some 
very confiding Black-chinned Mountain-Tanagers. The tour closed with a view 
of a real scarcity – the White-tailed Shrike-Tyrant, a large and distinctive 
flycatcher seen on the outskirts of Quito, in the dry interandean valley, in stark 
contrast to the wet western slopes of the Andes that had dominated the rest of 
this short, though dynamic tour… 

 
With all of this packed in, the question remained as to what were the best birds 
of the tour? A long list of favorites included Barred Puffbird (Milpe), Common 
Potoo (Tandayapa Valley), Booted Racket-Tail (Tandayapa Lodge), Rufous-tailed 
Jacamar (Rio Silanche), Blue-whiskered Tanager (Rio Silanche), Red-billed 
Scythebill (Rio Silanche), Crimson-mantled Woodpecker (Tandayapa Valley), 
White-capped Dipper (Old Nono-Mindo Road), Western Emerald (Tandayapa 
Lodge), White-necked Puffbird (Rio Silanche), Beryl-spangled Tanager 
(Tandayapa Valley), Glistening-green Tanager (Milpe & Mashpi), Chestnut-
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mandibled Toucan (Milpe), Black-tipped Cotinga (Rio Silanche), Sepia-brown 
Wren (Tandayapa Valley), Guayaquil Woodpecker (Milpe & Rio Silanche), and 
Scarlet-rumped Cacique (Rio Silanche). All of these and the additional ones 
above got a mention or two during our final discussions over a farewell dinner in 
Quito.  
 
However, the final five best birds, as voted for by the group were: 

 
1 Scarlet-breasted Dacnis (Rio Silanche) 
A wonderful pair of these dazzling, endemic, tanagers was found early 
on our morning on the way into the reserve. The birds were feeding 
below eye height, and within ten meters of us, and were only our fourth 

species of the day, one of the biggest targets for the area. 
 
2= Lyre-tailed Nightjar  (Tandayapa Valley) 
The male of this species sports a dramatic tail that is over 20 inches 
long. Normally reliable in the Tandayapa Valley, this striking nightjar 

had gone AWOL in recent days and therefore we arrived with little 
optimism. One scan of the spotlight later though all that changed as  

there, sat prominently, was a magnificent male nightjar, with his 
impressive “appendage” twitching below! 

 
2= Colombian Screech-Owl (Tandayapa Bird Lodge) 
This oft-tricky species was remarkably reliable during our visit to 

Tandayapa Lodge. On our first night a few intrepid souls ventured out 
with rain spitting down into the forest, and just as we turned to leave 

after zero initial reaction to my tape one began calling very close. A few 
sweeps of the spotlight and we found it sitting on an open branch. The 
rest of the group were regaled with the tale of the owl and so a larger 

group gathered the following night. We returned to the same spot, 
played the recording, and almost instantly it called again from closeby. 

This time we got to watch it calling right in the center of the spotlight. 
 
2= Oilbird    (Paz de las Aves) 
A third nightbird tied second place on our list, an unusual situation, but 
perhaps expected when we had such unusual luck with nightbirds. This 

one though was not seen at night but was roosting prominently during 
our antpitta-fueled visit to Pas de las Aves. 
 

5 Giant Antpitta   (Paz de las Aves) 
Another species seen at the remarkable Paz de las Aves reserve. The 

largest of the antpittas, and so impressive when you can see such a 
normally shy and retiring species bounding around at your feet! A classic 
Andean bird, and amazing experience, which has become almost 

expected in recent years with the successful development of multiple 
antpitta feeding stations in Ecuador. 
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Itinerary: 
November 20 Arrival in Quito, night Quito. 
November 21 Yanacocha & Nono-Mindo road, night Tandayapa Lodge. 
November 22 Tandayapa Valley, night Tandayapa Lodge. 
November 23 Milpe, night Tandayapa Lodge. 
November 24 Mashpi, night Tandayapa Lodge. 
November 25 Rio Silanche, night Tandayapa Lodge. 
November 26 Paz de las Aves and Calacali, night Quito. 
November 27 Departure. 
 

Tour Summary: 
 
November 21  Yanacocha & Old Nono-Mindo Road        temperate/subtropics 
We met up early in the morning in Quito and quickly ascended out of there, 
getting great looks at the city sprawl below as we headed up onto the flanks of 
Volcan Pichincha, and the wonderful Jocotoco Conservation Foundation reserve of 
Yanacocha (3400m/11,155ft elevation). This morning’s activity would be our 
only venture into the temperate zone, and therefore brought us many species 
subsequently not recorded again on the tour. 
 
The reserve was set up primarily to protect the elfin polylepis forest habitat of 
the very rarely seen Black-breasted Puffleg, a critically endangered endemic 
hummingbird, that has been adopted as the city bird of Quito. Indeed it is a truly 
fantastic reserve for hummingbirds in general, and makes for an ideal start to 

any northwest Ecuador tour. It is 
conveniently located en-route to 
Tandayapa, just over an hour out of 
Ecuador’s capital. Being located in 
the less diverse temperate zone it 
is is less overwhelming than the 
mega-diverse Tandayapa region on 
the first day of the tour! Steep 
slopes, the snowy tips of volcanoes 
breaking the horizon, and a little 
breathlessness left us in no doubt 
we were in the heart of the Andes. 
Despite the steep slopes that 
surrounded us, the reserve has a 
flat and easy walking trail, which 
we used to pass through the forest 

and make our way to the reserve’s centerpiece: a circular “arena” of 
hummingbird feeders at the far end of the trail, jam-packed with colorful high 
Andean hummers. 
 
At the start of the trail, before we immersed ourselves in the magnetic 
hummingbird action, we were stopped in our tracks by a friendly Tawny 
Antpitta that showed to all (photo page above), and may well have been the 
individual that the foundation hope to habituate at a planned future feeding 
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station in the reserve. Not much further on from that rather timely distraction, 
James’s keen eyes picked out a male Barred Fruiteater feeding for a short time 
by the trail. Things were a little quiet thereafter (apart from an unexpected 
flyover Carunculated Caracara) as the usual cloud descended earlier than 
usual onto the reserve and made viewing a little tricky. Just before the cloud 
engulfed us though we did find a glittering Rainbow-bearded Thornbill, a 
beautiful hummer that does not visit the reserve feeders. Peering through the 
fog though we did pick out some bird parties, one of which held a Black-
chested Mountain-Tanager or two, and several other powerful tanagers were 
made out along the trail too, with both Hooded Mountain-Tanager and the 
striking Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager also making star appearances.  
 
The showpiece of the morning though was arguably the hummer feeders that 
attracted a number of birding groups cooing at the action in front of them. Not 
long after arrival we all latched onto the most remarkable visitor at the feeders, 
the Sword-billed Hummingbird that sports a bill so long it has to scratch using 
its feet where other birds would simply use their bills. Other regular “drop-ins” 
were Buff-winged Starfrontlet, Golden-breasted and Sapphire-vented 
Pufflegs, the giant Great Sapphirewing (that dwarfed all other comers), and 
the diminutive Tyrian Metaltail. 
 
After a picnic in the reserve we descended into the Alambi Valley and birded the 
temperate scrub and subtropical forest along the Old Nono-Mindo Road. 
Highlights during this scenic and birdy route to Tandayapa were many and 
varied, including a pair of spritely White-capped 
Dippers hopping around the boulders of the 
rushing Andean river; a trio of Streak-throated 
Bush-Tyrants perched up prominently in a tiny 
Andean village en-route; a “jaffa” orange 
Rufous-chested Tanager that tried to slip 
through with a mixed flock; two species of blue 
jays: the endemic navy blue Beautiful Jay, and 
the turquoise Turquoise Jay; an agitated Slaty-
backed Chat-Tyrant perched and calling 
excitedly in some riverside bamboo; and a shock 
Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan that landed 
right beside our bus while we were feasting on 
lekking Andean Cock-of-the-rocks on the far 
side of the valley, that were glowing scarlet in 
our scopes at the time. A phenomenal afternoon’s 
birding by any standards. The day was not over 
though, as an “onslaught” of dazzling 
hummingbirds awaited at the legendary 
Tandayapa Bird Lodge feeders. We sifted through what we could before darkness 
descended, and later headed out on a very successful jaunt to check up on a 
local Colombian Screech-Owl (photo page above) that lingered in the spotlight 
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and gave the intrepid few who had opted for this night session “walk-away” 
views. 
 
November 22 Tandayapa Valley           subtropics 
The Tandayapa Valley (1700-2300m/5575-7545ft) lies within the Mindo y 
Estribaciones Occidentales del Volcán Pichincha Important Bird Area that 
supports many endemics and other very special birds. We ran into a few of these 
during our superb morning in the moss-coated, bromeliad-laden, subtropical 
forest of the Upper Tandayapa Valley. As the valley encompasses a range of 

elevations, the nature of the 
subtropical forest, and the birds 
within, changes subtly from the 
bottom end to the top end.  So we 
birded both in the upper valley 
during the morning, and then 
around Tandayapa Bird Lodge in 
the lower valley, in the afternoon.  
 
We started the day by going after 
one of those special birds, a rare 
Chocó  endemic called the 
Tanager Finch (photo left). As it 
turned out the bird was very 
cooperative indeed, the “usual” 
pair emerging from the dense 
bamboo understorey to sing back 
at us from an exposed perch that 
brought cameras swiftly into 

action. The same area also brought us our first of up to ten different Plate-
billed Mountain-Toucans of the morning, a good number even by Tandayapa’s 
heady standards.  
 
Much of the remainder of the morning was about sorting through the dizzy 
Andean feeding flocks that passed by at various times. This is one of the classic 
Andean birding experiences. One minute the forest appears quiet, even deathly 
silent at times, then suddenly the faint noises of a tanager or two are heard, and 
before you know it a rush of birds comes streaming through the trees and 
understorey around, and the dilemma is where to look first? At the colorful 
tanagers coursing through the trees overhead? At the woodcreepers crawling up 
the mossy trunks below? At the flycatchers sallying for insects from an exposed 
perch? Or at the treehunters creeping furtively through the bamboo understorey 
down below? It produces moments of confusion as everyone seems to be on a 
different bird, and frustration, as not everyone can get onto everything, but 
these are truly exciting moments as you feel you are the midst of a very special 
wildlife experience, that is at its craziest in the Andes where the flocks are full of 
so many different species. We experienced just this sort of rush during the 
morning. Feeding flocks came through time and again, some holding the 
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stunning Grass-green Tanager, an emerald-green tanager with a burnt red 
face and vent, and strikingly bright orange legs and feet. Beryl-spangled 
Tanagers, also very popular with the group, and one of the most common 
tanagers in the Upper Tandayapa Valley, also turned up regularly during the 
morning, and showed their seemingly infinite variety: some being vivid sky blue, 
and others grayer and more subtle. The passing bird parties also held some 
attractive furnariids or ovenbirds, with a bold 
Streaked Tuftedcheek or two, and multiple 
bright rusty Pearled Treerunners, dotted with 
white “pearls” all down their immaculate fronts. 
For some it was their first experience with this 
confusing neotropical family that seems to be 
packed with birds of various shades of brown. 
Although, do not let this put you off, there are 
many stunners hidden within this fascinating 
and varied neotropical family. The bewildering 
variety of different types of birds, with little 
relation to each other that can be members of 
the same feeding flock is absorbing. One flock 
held a marvelous male Green-and-black 
Fruiteater, a chunky fruit-eating cotinga that 
is well described by its official name, and also a 
distinctive red-backed woodpecker, the dazzling 
Crimson-mantled Woodpecker that vies for 
the title of the most attractive woodpecker in 
the Andes (photo right). Some more furtive species or “skulkers” were found 
moving through with some of the flocks too, a small party of Sharpe’s (Sepia-
brown) Wrens crept through the bamboo understorey in one flock, and a pair 
of Western (Black-eared) Hemispingus crept through with another. Similarly, 
the bamboo stands also provided cover for a Striped Treehunter seen in an 
early flock, and its much rarer congener, the Flammulated Treehunter, was 
seen in a later flock, that hung around for some time and allowed all of us close 
up studies of this rare furnariid with the bold buff stripes. Another bamboo-lover, 
the Long-tailed Antbird also gave some great looks as it fed on the edge of a 
bamboo stand. 
 
After the flocks had died down later in the morning, and into the early afternoon 
we hung around for a shot at one of Tandayapa’s most colorful residents. We had 
heard them duetting distantly a few times during the morning but could never 
get one close enough. Then when time was running out we finally managed to 
find a fantastic red, white, and blue Toucan Barbet, a multicolor “barbet” of 
note. Actually, this species has recently been removed from the New World 
Barbet family and put within a newly recognized family, the Toucan Barbets, a 
family that it shares with just one other Central American species, the Prong-
billed Barbet.  Both Toucan Barbet and that species share a strange 
morphological characteristic, they possess a “tooth” or “prong” on the cutting 
edge of their mandible. 
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After all this quality action in the Upper Tandayapa Valley we returned to 
Tandayapa Bird Lodge (stopping briefly for a charming male Golden-rumped 
Euphonia on the way down), to take up where we had left off with the 
hummingbirds the afternoon before. This time the light was better and we had 
more time to take in the array of hummingbirds on offer. The Tandayapa feeders 
were alive with activity as expected, hundreds of individuals and nearly twenty 
species (20 species of hummingbirds were tallied for the day as a whole). Some 
of the star performers were of course the endemic species that were regular at 
the feeders: vividly-marked Violet-tailed Sylphs dropped in regularly, as did 
Purple-bibbed Whitetips, tiny, jewel-like, Western Emeralds, subtle Brown 

Incas, and even a striking male 
Empress Brilliant. Coupled with 
the Gorgeted Sunangels seen 
higher up, this was quite a variety 
of endemic hummer species on 
offer. However, the less local 
species were no less impressive: 
miniscule Purple-throated 
Woodstars buzzed, bee-like 
around the Tandayapa 
hummingbird platform, as did 
adorable Booted Racket-tails, a 
living cartoon. The lodge is more 
than just a set of phenomenal 
hummingbird feeders though, and 

we enjoyed Golden-naped Tanagers coming in to feed on cecropia catkins 
overhead, a Golden-headed Quetzal glistening beside its mossy nest cavity, 
and watched as three Powerful Woodpeckers came in to roost in their regular 
hole beside the lodge. These large and striking woodpeckers flapped in and then 
shimmied down the trunks before entering their large cavity one-by-one (photo 
above). A nice end to a great days birding in the mega-diverse Tandayapa 
Valley.  
 
The close to our birding came once again, post-dinner, when this time a slightly 
larger group gathered to check out the stake-out for Colombian Screech-Owl, 
buoyed by last night’s success story. This small owl did not disappoint though, 
remaining in our spotlight for some time, so that we could watch it give its 
bubbling call in full view from the center of our beam. 
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November 23 Milpe              foothills 
This was our first venture downslope (to 1100m/3610ft) from Tandayapa Bird 
Lodge, into the rich foothills of the western slope of the Andes. This elevation has 
experienced some devastating deforestation locally, and so the work done by the 
small Ecuadorian foundation to save several parcels of valuable bird habitat has 
been very important indeed for the continuing existence of these great birding 
sites in addition to the many local foothills species within them. We visited first 
the Milpe Sanctuary, the original property of the Mindo Cloudforest Foundation, 
and their newly acquired Milpe Gardens, a neighboring small reserve that they 
have very recently purchased and that allowed a larger connected piece of land 
to be saved from the threats of turning it over to pasture. As usual both of these 
small reserves were highly productive, as was a late afternoon drive along the 
road, and we managed to rack up some 130 species for the day, many of which 
were new for the tour. 
 
Like the day before, in the Tandayapa Valley, we enjoyed some bewildering 
flocks with both high species numbers and high numbers of individuals within 
them. But before we ran into our first flock we made our way into the forest, to a 
very special area of the sanctuary, where Club-winged Manakins perform their 
magnetic displays. Several males put on a show, raising their black-and-white 
wings over their backs, making a strange mechanically-produced sound as they 
did so. A wonderful performance that had us glued….until of course a passing 
flock distracted us and brought with it the promise of many new foothill species… 
 
Soon after we picked up a real scarcity at Milpe these days: the well-named 
Glistening-green Tanager that, in spite of its gem-like plumage, can slip 
through the net in a passing flock surprisingly well.  Thankfully though the large 
flock that swirled around the area that day made several pass bys and in so 
doing gave us several chances to view this green gem within. The foothills are 
rich for ovenbirds, and a number of confusing species were found that day-no 
fewer than four different species of foliage-gleaner were found in a single flock 
(Western Woodhaunter, Lineated Foliage-gleaner, Scaly-throated 
Foliage-gleaner & Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner), and 8 species of furnariids 
recorded for the day. Luckily, like the flock with the tanager, a number of 
different views of the same flock got us repeated looks at some of these species 
that led us to get a greater understanding of their subtle plumage differences. As 
we well as feeding flocks coming through at pace, the trees around the Club-
winged Manakin lek were bearing small fruits that attracted some migrant 
thrushes-Swainson’s Thrushes down here to escape the northern, boreal 
winter, and also a resident thrush species, the Pale-vented Thrush. These also 
attracted honeycreepers, the odd male Golden-winged Manakin, and several 
Rufous-throated Tanagers, a handsome, black-scaled tangara with a rich 
rufous throat patch that is confined to this diverse Chocó bioregion. We switched 
our attentions from the mobile flock in the area (that held other avian treats like 
Chocó Warbler), to the frugivorous species feeding in the fruiting trees 
overhead (that attracted birds like the striking blackburnian warbler-like Flame-
faced Tanager), and to other calling birds in the area that were outside all this 
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treetop activity (such as a mobile Ruddy Foliage-gleaner, that reacted 
instantly to a little playback although was typically tricky to get for long in your 
bins!). Another friendly birding group arrived and we both soon picked up on a 
Barred Puffbird calling a little ways down the trail. I decided to go in hot 
pursuit and due to some keen-eyed marksmanship from the group we soon 
found it sitting on a large mossy limb. We gestured the other group down, and 
with a little ingenuity on this narrow forest trail all enjoyed this handsome 
puffbird whistling from the treetops.  
 
After chasing around the mobile flock for a while, and finding among others the 
scarce endemic Uniform Treehunter hiding within it on its third run through the 
area, we moved on to the near Milpe Gardens reserve. The parking lot of this 
other small reserve held a 
pair of Chocó  Tyrannulets 
(a recently split species from 
the Golden-faced Tyrannulet 
complex), and some very 
approachable Ornate 
Flycatchers were not far 
away either (photo right). 
Soon after we latched onto 
another feeding flock, full of 
furnariids, tanagers, and 
flycatchers. Among others 
we managed to pick out a 
number of Ochre-breasted 
Tanagers creeping through 
the understorey, a Tawny-
breasted Flycatcher 
sallying insects near ground level, a pair of Slaty Antwrens whistling in the 
undergrowth, a Rufous-rumped Antwren working its way through the 
midstorey, a pair of the foliage-gleaner-like Russet Antshrike, and a pair of 
colorful Collared Trogons in the subcanopy. With all this frantic flock action we 
needed to recharge, give our necks a rest, and take it a bit more slowly away 
from the onslaught of sifting through an array of bewildering species each time 
one of the flocks came by. So we returned to the original Mindo Cloudforest 
Foundation sanctuary and settled in for lunch beside the hummingbird feeders. 
While not up to the diversity of Tandayapa, only 7 or so species being recorded 
there, they are nonetheless a great set of feeders that were thoroughly enjoyed 
by all. The action was dominated by tiny, tiny Green Thorntails, glistening 
Green-crowned Woodnypmhs (photo next page), butch Green-crowned 
Brilliants, and the odd White-whiskered Hermit popped in now and then.  
 
After a picnic lunch and a recharge at these feeders, making sure we had got all 
the hummers straight in our minds, we went for a walk through a coffee 
plantation on the edge of the sanctuary, where we picked up a White-throated 
Spadebill, but not the hoped-for Rufous-winged Tyrannulet reported earlier in 
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the day from there. While searching for the tyrannulet we were drawn away and 
back to the original manakin lek site by news that another guide had found the 
scarce Slaty Becard hiding out in a flock there. We hurried back to the site, and 
although the birders had since moved on, the flock had not. Amazingly within 
minutes Tom pointed me towards a becard, a lovely male Slaty Becard no less! 
Soon after the flock dissolved once more back into the rainforest and so we 
returned once more to Milpe Gardens, although not before our sharp-eyed 
driver, Nicassio, brought the vehicle to a halt for a Chocó  (Blue-tailed) 
Trogon perched by the road. A small vocal party of Maroon-tailed Parakeets 
was also found within the parking lot on arrival. 
 

We finished up this action-packed day by 
taking a leisurely cruise along the road, 
keeping an eye on the treetops for 
parrots and toucans. Driving slowly along 
the road at this time of day can be a 
great way to find toucans, which often 
emerge up into the more open treetops to 
call prominently in the late afternoon. 
This worked out well as we managed to 
find three new toucan species for the list: 
the small Pale-mandibled (Collared) 
Aracari, the larger Chocó  Toucan, and 
the considerably larger still Chestnut-
mandibled Toucan, to add to a fourth 
toucan species (Crimson-rumped 
Toucanet) that had been seen earlier in 
the day. Both the graceful Swallow-
tailed Kite, and the distinctly heavier 
Hook-billed Kite were found gliding 
above the road, and several parties of 
parrots – Bronze-winged Parrots – 
were found perched up during the late 

afternoon. A Striped Cuckoo decided to use a wooden fencepost as a calling 
post, luckily for us, and our driver Nico once again revealed his 20-20 vision by 
finding two large woodpeckers late on: first a Lineated Woodpecker, followed 
swiftly by the similar Guayaquil Woodpecker. After a final brief stop for a brief 
flyover Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift and a singing Black-striped Sparrow we 
had to be disciplined and drag ourselves away from all of this action at Milpe, 
and back to the marvelous Tandayapa Bird Lodge for the night. 
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November 24 Mashpi               foothills 
Our day opened at Tandayapa Bird Lodge with a cup of coffee and a Common 
Potoo that was perched up, pre-dawn, by the lodge. For this day we once again 
descended from the lodge and visited an area of foothill forest on the western 
slope. However, our second day in the foothills was markedly different from the 
first. Mashpi is a slightly higher elevation site than Milpe but markedly different 
in some of the star birds on offer. This day offered some exciting possibilities, 
including the possibility of a lifer for group and guide alike. Mashpi has come to 
the fore in recent times for the discovery of a number of rare Chocó species, and 
since my previous visit some eight months earlier there had been further thrilling 
discoveries on site. Therefore I did not know quite what to expect. Although we 
do not visit this site on all of our Introtours, we had enjoyed such a fruitful day in 
the Tandayapa Valley on our second day that it freed up some time to venture 
here once more, and I for one was very excited at the prospect. On arrival at the 
site we soon discovered we were going to have some interesting conditions to 
deal with, namely low cloud and accordingly low visibility. Ironically though such 
conditions in the Andes can be fantastic for bird activity, and so it proved on this 
day too… 
 

Our first official stop (after an 
“unofficial” one for a pair of White-
throated Quail-Doves that 
sauntered across the road), was by 
a scrubby hillside for the bird that 
put Mashpi firmly on the map just 
over a year before: the rare Indigo 
Flowerpiercer. These first 
attempts to find it though proved 
fruitless, although not pointless as 
we located one of our other target 
species, the Moss-backed 
Tanager. A party of three was 
found feeding on some low fruits in 
the same area. Sadly this bird has 
become inexplicably rare in recent 

years at Milpe, a former stronghold, making this the best place to see it right 
now. Further searches for the flowerpiercer came up blank, except for a Pale-
eyed Thrush, and so we moved on up the road towards the new sanctuary in 
the area. Checking an open spot near the forest edge for frugivores I was 
stunned to run into our first Black Solitaire of the day, one of the rare Chocó 
species we were hoping for out of Mashpi. Not long after we hit a hot spot, a 
small patch of low fruiting trees that attracted first another Black Solitaire (all 
be it briefly), then a pair of Orange-breasted Fruiteaters (photo above), and 
then the rare Rufous-brown Solitaire, a lifer for the guide and group alike! 
Pretty soon another large birding group arrived and were also reveling in all the 
quality birds on offer. Although there were long bouts of inactivity we picked up 
some top draw species that morning with a Black-billed Peppershrike further 
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along the road, a trio of Pacific (Buffy) Tuftedcheeks, a skulking Esmeraldas 
Antbird that showed well to half the group at least, and a Bronze-olive 
Pygmy-Tyrant. A few more Toucan Barbets, a roadside Bay Wren, and a 
responsive male Barred Becard in a passing flock were also much appreciated 
too. After a picnic lunch on the bus we decided to return once more to our first 
stop of the day and try once more for the dastardly Indigo Flowerpiercer that 
had eluded us earlier in the day. This time the bird relented and shot in and 
perched up for a short time in front of us, magic! In mid-afternoon we began our 
journey back to Tandayapa, picking up a pair of Chocó (Tricolored) Brush-
Finches on the return journey. 
 
At the end of this long, but quality, day in the field most of the group returned 
direct to the lodge, while the rest of us spent the late afternoon in the Lower 
Tandayapa Valley. This paid off for Sam and Brian at least who got lucky looks 
of a Scaled Antpitta hopping along a narrow forest trail. However, why we were 
there was really for what might happen after dark. We positioned ourselves along 
the road and waited for darkness to descend. The sky dimmed and we strained 
to hear the object of our affections, but heard nothing at all. Not feeling too 
hopeful (as I have usually had little trouble hearing the bird) I swept the tree-
covered hillside above, and the light picked up gleaming red eyeshine. I locked 
the light on the area, and there sat above us in all its glory was a marvelous 
male Lyre-tailed Nightjar, with all of its 55cm-long tail trailing prominently 
below it. Fantastic. It was an unsurprising entry into the top five birds of the trip, 
as it is one of the most dramatic nightbirds of the Andes, (which of course makes 
it pretty spectacular indeed!) 
 
November 25 Rio Silanche       lower foothills/lowlands 
The day began, again, with a Common Potoo over breakfast from the 
Tandayapa Lodge balcony. This was the longest of our day trips from the Lodge, 
some one and a half hours downslope, although as everyone was begging to 
return there again on our final day, one 
that was extremely popular with the 
group I think. The lowest elevation site 
of the trip (300-350m/984-1148ft), Rio 
Silanche is a small sanctuary in the 
lower foothills/lowlands of the Chocó 
that protects a rare piece of remaining 
forest in the region. Despite the 
fragmentation of the forest Rio Silanche 
offers remarkable birding, and remains 
a guide favorite in the area. Why you 
ask? Well after a day on site where we 
recorded over 150 bird species, 
including many local endemic species it was easy to understand my love for 
Silanche. You never know quite what to expect out of it, as it often springs a 
surprise or two, but it is always rewarding and brought us a swathe of new and 
exciting species for the trip… 
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It did not take long at all for the group to be convinced of the amazing birding on 
offer there. Almost the first bird of the day (OK I admit it was actually the 
fourth), was also one of the most highly-desired by virtue of its superlative 
looks: Scarlet-breasted Dacnis (photo page before). The male is just 
spectacular: bright crimson belly and deep blue upperparts flecked seductively 
with electric blue, topped off with a beady yellow eye. What made them all the 
more special that day though was the atypical looks. They are often seen moving 
through the canopy in a fast-paced feeding flock, sometimes only allowing a 
cursory glance. However, not so on this day when a pair of these stunning birds 
were seen feeding alone, lower than eye level at the side of the road, where they 
could be enjoyed at some length and even photographed. 
 
After “messing around” with a rusty-headed female Pacific Antwren we tried to 
head off in earnest for another top target bird, the Black-tipped Cotinga. 
However, one of the joys and frustrations of Silanche is that it is a very birdy 
place, and so it is often hard to make any progress down the road to the reserve 
as there is so much going on all around. We could not resist another roadside 
stop en-route (at an unremarkable looking area that so frequently produces a 
thing or two), where a dashing Scarlet-backed Woodpecker, and the odd-
looking Red-billed Scythebill strangely in a palm plantation more than justified 
the stop, (the latter being earmarked as one of the trip favorites by some people 
at the end of the tour). The scythebill, a strange woodcreeper with a long, down-
curved bill was one of six species of woodcreeper seen during this action-packed 
day, and the woodpecker was one of eight woodpecker species encountered on 
this day at Silanche. Then it was all about the special white cotinga. Having 
Tandayapa Lodge volunteer Ryan Merrill along was a real bonus as he led us to 
where this rare bird had recently been seen. Unfortunately though there was no 
obvious large, clean white bird in the large cecropia on arrival and so we busied 
ourselves by watching a Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher, a dinky Olivaceous 
Piculet, and enjoying further looks at a Chocó Toucan among other things, 
before Christopher sent up the alarm and drew our attentions back to the original 
tree, where now there was an immaculate white male Black-tipped Cotinga! 
We marveled at this pristine bird for some time (title photo on first page).  
 
Once again, we attempted to get to the reserve itself again, trying to ignore the 
many birds flitting around the sides of the road so that we could reach the 
reserve and also the very best forest habitat before the morning activity had 
dropped off. However, our fears were not justified as this was simply one of 
those wonderful days where the activity seemed to continue, unabated, all day 
long. This led to an almost inevitable late dinner back at the lodge as we simply 
could not bring ourselves to leave, or drag ourselves away from the lure of just 
one more bird… 
 
On reaching the forest edge we took a walk uphill in the hope of encountering 
the “mega flock” that sometimes roams the reserve, and can hold some very 
special tanager species in particular. We got a hint of this straight off the bat 
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when we found the fringe of a bird party moving through the canopy that led us 
to our first Scarlet-browed Tanagers at least. This turned out to be a 
remarkable day for tanagers with some 22 species recorded on this day alone! 
Apart from a Brown-capped Tyrannulet, it was fairly quiet as we strode into 
the reserve itself. A quick scout around the short trails and road before lunch 
produced (Western) White-tailed Trogon, Broad-billed Motmot, and 
prolonged looks at a White-necked Puffbird from the tower over lunch (photo 
below). 
 
After lunch on the tower, with little evident bird activity apart from the endemic 
Purple-chested Hummingbird buzzing around the base of the tower and the 
flowers in the parking lot, we spent the afternoon doing short circuits around the 
reserve, tripping over regular flocks a we did so. In fact it may well have been 
the same flock that we encountered from different angles at various times. 
However, each time we worked it we seemed to pull new species out of it. There 
was much to see in these active bird parties, from a pair of Orange-fronted 

Barbets and several Gray-and-
gold Tanagers during one session, 
to a low-feeding Rufous-winged 
Tanager, several Scarlet-rumped 
Caciques, a Yellow-margined 
Flatbill, and a furtive Blue-
whiskered Tanager in another, 
and the striking Cinnamon 
Woodpecker on another occasion. 
The calls of the Dusky Pigeon had 
been surprisingly absent during our 
morning, although in the afternoon 
a couple of birds began calling and 
one was tempted into a near tree 

for close up scope studies of this subdued endemic species. A pair of Pallid 
Doves actively feeding in a roadside tree completed a nice brace of endemic 
pigeons for the day late on. Understorey parties, that were loosely associated 
with all the frantic action overhead, played host to Checker-throated 
Antwrens, and Dot-winged Antwrens. The shrill cries of a Rufous-tailed 
Jacamar had haunted us for much of our time in the reserve, the birds falling 
quiet every time we approached, and seeming to have no interest in our 
recording whatsoever. However, late in the day we finally tracked one of these 
kingfisher-like birds down, and with it some people in the group gained a whole 
new flashy neotropical family for their bird list. While some of us walked around 
in search of new species, Christopher tried a different approach, staking out the 
car park, where he was rewarded with an extreme close-up of a Double-
toothed Kite feasting on cicadas. 
 
We ended the day with another flurry of activity along the road in the reserve, 
where we added yet more flocking species, like a late afternoon Griscom’s 
(Moustached) Antwren, Slate-throated Gnatcatcher, and finally a sixth 
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species of woodcreeper for the day, the striking Black-striped Woodcreeper, 
before we had to force ourselves back in the vehicle and point ourselves 
reluctantly back towards Tandayapa, that seems a world away from these 
lowland forest patches. 
 
November 26 Paz de las Aves & Calacali       subtropics 
Despite the begging pleas from some of the group to return to Rio Silanche again 
this day, we stuck to our original 
itinerary. And for good reason, the 
Paz de las Aves refuge is a hot 
birding site, that well-deserved our 
attentions and produced two of the 
best birds of the tour (see the top five 
birds listed above). This small farm 
near Mindo shot to birding fame when 
the local landowner, Angel Paz, 
remarkably began feeding antpittas 
five years ago, allowing for truly 
atypical, close up looks at these 
ordinarily rare and extremely shy 
creatures. The site has continued to 
produce regular sightings of these 
furtive species, in addition to holding many other highly-desired species too. 
Once again we were back in the subtropics, with a species set not dissimilar to 
that experienced in the Tandayapa Valley, although we managed to add some 
notable extras, and it was well, well worth the visit. 
 
We set off down the trail just after first light. Not long later Angel signaled 

towards his latest “prize”, 
an Oilbird that had been 
roosting in the same tree 
for the last few days (photo 
above). There it was again 
gently rocking in the chilly 
morning air, perhaps to 
keep warm. Then we 
staked out one of the 
refuge’s fruiting trees, a 
major attraction for the 
many frugivorous birds in 
the area. Over our short 
time there we encountered 
several Andean Cock-of-
the-rocks, (both dashing 
males and the more 
subdued female too), two 

glistening-green Golden-headed Quetzals, a lone Crested Quetzal, and a 
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Crimson-rumped Toucanet! Not bad from just a couple of trees. These trees 
were not the only focus of our attentions though as several small flocks came 
through in front of us that held our first Metallic-green Tanagers, a Marble-
faced Bristle-Tyrant, and a less conspicuous Rusty-winged Barbtail in the 
understorey. A thick tree stump also held a roosting, bark-like, Common Potoo 
hiding well, considering it was actually sat completely in the open! 
 
We were soon drawn away for another avian celebrity though, as the Paz family 
had now tracked down the local covey of Dark-backed Wood-Quail. We 
hurried to the spot, settled into position, and waited as Angel threw worms down 
onto the trail and whistled to the quails that were skulking in the undergrowth 
nearby. We waited some more, although it did not take long for these shy 
creatures to lose their inhibitions and walk boldly out onto the open trail beside 
us that punctuated a sudden flurry of camera activity! The group included two 
adult birds and two very young, fluffy brown chicks (photo page before). Not far 
away from there another fruit-loving species, the striking Scaled Fruiteater, 
was found in yet another fruit-bearing tree within this small reserve. 
 
The next “performance” 
at this outstanding 
reserve was from the 
bird that put the place 
on the birding map all 
those years ago, the 
Giant Antpitta. A 
large and boisterous 
antpitta hopped in and 
greedily picked worms 
off the trail just feet 
away from us all, with 
lenses trained on it the 
whole time (photo 
right). After trying 
unsuccessfully for 
“Shakira”, the “hip-
wiggling” Ochre-
breasted Antpitta we 
set off for our final 
antpitta of the morning, 
the shy Moustached Antpitta. In spite of its reputation for timidity the bird 
gave us great looks as it came into one of Angel’s designated feeding areas on 
our way back up the trail.  
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As we emerged out of the forest in full daylight we took in the busy 
hummingbirds action at the feeders at the trailhead, that drew in at least 9 
different species, including several dramatic Empress Brilliants, (photo below), 
and a striking Tawny-bellied Hermit, the latter a rare visitor to feeders.  
 
After a hearty local brunch in the reserve, a 
tasty mix of cheese empanadas and filling 
bolones-made from plantain-we set off for 
a final target just outside the reserve, a 
local Chocó tanager. We had seen a good 
number of tanagers in the reserve that 
morning including the spectacular, 
blackburnian-warbler like Flame-faced 
Tanager, but could not resist looking for 
one more. As luck would have it on 
reaching the spot we hoped to find it a 
large and low feeding flock came through 
right in front of us, and virtually the first 
bird we saw within it was the one we were 
after: the striking Black-chinned 
Mountain-Tanager, around half a dozen 
of which were present. It was quite a flock, 
full of colorful species aside from the 
tanager of course, like Toucan Barbet, 
several Chocó (Tricolored) Brush-
Finches, and even another breathtaking 
male Orange-breasted Fruiteater, (this 
time minus the low cloud that had hampered the viewing of these gorgeous birds 
at Mashpi). 
 
Time was running out, so we bid farewell to the Paz family, and hit the road back 
to Quito. However, there was just enough time to stop on the equator, on a dry 
scrubby hillside overlooking Quito. We were here as it is home to a rare 
inconspicuous flycatcher, the White-tailed Shrike-Tyrant. The habitat at Calacali 
was in marked contrast to the rest of the tour: on a dry scrubby hillside in the 
inter-Andean valley, (where Ecuador’s capital Quito is also located). Unlike the 
rainforests experienced earlier on the tour it is not packed with colorful birds, but 
did offer us some new species none the less. In just a short visit there we 
managed to find a Band-tailed Seedeater, a Spot-billed Ground-Tyrant 
feeding in the low scrub, and finally, at the “last chance saloon”, a fine White-
tailed Shrike-Tyrant dropping down onto the ground to seek out insect pray.  
 
We headed back to Quito after just six days birding, with over 360 species 
recorded, and a good representation of many South American bird families, along 
with many glittering hummingbirds, and over 50 species of tanagers too.  
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BIRD LIST 
 
The taxonomy of the list follows: Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and 
Fitzpatrick, John W. The Clements Checklist of Birds of the World. Cornell, 2007.  
 
This list is up to date with the major changes published by Cornell in December 2008 and 
December 2009. 
 
Species highlighted in RED are CHOCÓ ENDEMICS  
(As listed in Ridgeley, R. S. and Greenfield, P. J. The Birds of Ecuador. Volume I: 
Status, Distribution, and Taxonomy. Cornell University Press, Ithaca, New York).  
Species with an H next to them were only heard, not seen. 
 
Please note: Recent taxonomic changes render some that were lumped on the Clements 
list part of a more widespread species, and so are not always considered as endemics, 
although are listed here for completeness as some authors still believe them to be 
separate species, and therefore may still qualify as endemic species.  
 
TINAMOUS: TINAMIDAE 
Little Tinamou    Crypturellus soui    H  
Heard in Milpe and Rio Silanche. 
 
GUANS, CHACHALACAS: CRACIDAE 
Andean Guan   Penelope montagnii 
One was seen briefly along the entrance road into Yanacocha. 
Wattled Guan   Aburria aburri    H 
Heard calling early one morning at Tandayapa Lodge. 
Sickle-winged Guan  Chamaepetes goudotii 
One was seen by just one person on the Old Nono-Mindo road. 
 
NEW WORLD QUAIL: ODONTOPHORIDAE 
Dark-backed Wood-Quail Odontophorus melanonotus 
A wonderful covey of four birds, including two very young chicks were seen at extremely 
close range at Paz de las Aves on our final morning. 
 
HERONS, EGRETS, AND BITTERNS: ARDEIDAE 
Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 
Recorded around Milpe and Rio Silanche. 
 
NEW WORLD VULTURES: ACCIPITRIDAE 
Black Vulture   Coragyps atratus 
Recorded regularly in the foothills and the lowlands. 
Turkey Vulture   Cathartes aura 
Recorded on all days except our first in the temperate highlands. 
 
OSPREY: PANDIONIDAE 
Osprey    Pandion haliaetus 
One was seen passing over Rio Silanche. 
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HAWKS, EAGLES, AND KITES: ACCIPITRIDAE 
Hook-billed Kite   Chondrohierax uncinatus 
Three sightings in six days was most surprising: one at Milpe, one at Rio Silanche, and 
another over Paz de las Aves. 
Swallow-tailed Kite  Elanoides forficatus 
A few were seen in the foothills at Milpe, and also at Rio Silanche. 
Double-toothed Kite  Harpagus bidentatus 
Christopher enjoyed fantastic close ups of a bird in the parking lot at Rio Silanche. 
Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus 
Two birds were seen on our final afternoon at Calacali. 
Roadside Hawk   Buteo magnirostris 
Recorded on three days of the tour: at Mashpi, Milpe, and Rio Silanche. 
Variable Hawk   Buteo polyosoma 
Two were seen at Calacali. 
 
FALCONS AND CARACARAS: FALCONIDAE 
Carunculated Caracara  Phalcoboenus carunculatus 
One flew over Yanacocha on our first morning. 
American Kestrel   Falco sparverius 
One was seen at Paz de las Aves, and another at Calacali. 
 
PIGEONS AND DOVES: COLUMBIDAE 
Rock Pigeon    Columba livia 
Recorded in several Andean towns and around Quito. 
Band-tailed Pigeon   Patagioenas fasciata  
Seen on the Old Nono-Mindo road; and also in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Plumbeous Pigeon   Patagioenas plumbea 
Just the one was seen, in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Ruddy Pigeon   Patagioenas subvinacea 
Seen at both Milpe and Rio Silanche. 
Dusky Pigeon   Patagioenas goodsoni 
One was seen well, after being taped in, at Rio Silanche. 
Eared Dove    Zenaida auriculata 
Recorded around Yanacocha, and also at Calacali. 
Common Ground-Dove  Columbina passerine 
One was seen in flight at Calacali. 
White-tipped Dove   Leptotila verreauxi 
Seen en-route to Mashpi, and en-route to Rio Silanche. 
Pallid Dove    Leptotila verreauxi 
Two birds were seen in the reserve at Rio Silanche. 
White-throated Quail-Dove Geotrygon frenata 
Two were seen feeding on the road on our journey into Mashpi. 
 
PARROTS: PSITTACIDAE 
Maroon-tailed Parakeet  Pyrrhura melanura pacifica 
Six birds were seen at Milpe Gardens, and another four around Silanche. 
Blue-fronted Parrotlet  Touit dilectissimus    H 
This rarely seen parrot was heard flying over the forest in Milpe. 
Rose-faced Parrot   Pyrilia pulchra 
Two flew over Silanche reserve. 
Blue-headed Parrot  Pionus menstruus 
Two were seen around Silanche. 
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Red-billed Parrot   Pionus sordidus 
Seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley, and also at Paz de las Aves. 
Bronze-winged Parrot  Pionus chalcopterus 
Seen in the foothills at Milpe and Mashpi, and also around Rio Silanche. 
Mealy Parrot (Amazon)  Amazona farinose 
One was seen along the road into Rio Silanche. 
 
CUCKOOS: CUCULIDAE 
Squirrel Cuckoo   Piaya cayana 
One was seen at Milpe, and a number of these birds were seen on the road into Mashpi. 
Striped Cuckoo   Tapera naevia 
Superb looks were had of a bird perched on a roadside fencepost at Milpe. 
Smooth-billed Ani   Crotophaga ani 
Several were seen along the road at Milpe, Mashpi, and on the road into Silanche. 
 
OWLS: STRIGIDAE 
Colombian Screech-Owl   Megascops colombianus  
A wonderful bird was seen up close on two consecutive nights at Tandayapa Bird Lodge. 
 
NIGHTJARS: CAPRIMULGIDAE 
Rufous-bellied Nighthawk Lurocalis rufiventris 
 
Lyre-tailed Nightjar  Uropsalis lyra 
A spectacular male was seen in the Tandayapa Valley, and voted for as ONE OF THE 
BIRDS OF THE TRIP. 
 
POTOOS: NYCTIBIIDAE 
Common Potoo   Nyctibius griseus 
A bird was seen perched over breakfast at Tandayapa Lodge on two mornings, and 
another bird was seen roosting at Paz de las Aves. 
 
OILBIRD: STEATORNITHIDAE 
Oilbird    Steatornis caripensis 
A fantastic roosting bird was seen at Paz de las Aves, that proved very popular with the 
group, and was voted for as ONE OF THE BIRDS OF THE TRIP. 
 
SWIFTS: APODIDAE 
Chestnut-collared Swift  Streptoprocne rutila 
Seen along the Milpe Road, and also on the journey out from Mashpi. 
White-collared Swift  Streptoprocne zonaris 
Recorded daily. 
Chimney Swift   Chaetura pelagica 
At least one bird in a large group of small swifts looked good for this species at Rio 
Silanche. 
Gray-rumped Swift   Chaetura cinereiventris  
Recorded at both Milpe and Rio Silanche. 
Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift Panyptila cayennensis 
One was seen late in the afternoon along the Milpe road, and another two flew over us at 
Rio Silanche. 
 
 
 



Ecuador: The Andes Introtour November 2010 

www.tropicalbirding.com info@tropicalbirding.com 1-409-515-0514 22 

HUMMINGBIRDS: TROCHILIDAE 
White-whiskered Hermit  Phaethornis yaruqui 
A regular visitor to the feeders at Milpe, and others were seen at Mashpi and Silanche. 
Tawny-bellied Hermit  Phaethornis syrmatophorus 
One was seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley, and another super bird came into the 
feeders at Paz de las Aves. 
White-necked Jacobin  Florisuga mellivora 
Two males and a female visited the Tandayapa Bird Lodge feeders during an afternoon 
there. 
Brown Violetear   Colibri delphinae 
Small numbers were seen regularly visiting the Tandayapa Lodge feeders. 
Green Violetear   Colibri thalassinus 
Regularly recorded at the Tandayapa Lodge feeders. 
Sparkling Violetear   Colibri coruscans 
Good numbers were recorded at the Tandayapa feeders. 
Green Thorntail   Discosura conversii 
Recorded at Milpe, where good numbers of this dinky hummingbird were seen at the 
feeders. 
Western Emerald   Chlorostilbon melanorhynchus 
This tiny, jewel-like, hummingbird was seen regularly visiting the Tandayapa feeders. 
Green-crowned Woodnymph Thalurania fannyi verticeps 
A common and spectacular visitor to the Milpe feeders while we were there. 
Violet-bellied Hummingbird Damophila Julie 
One was seen at Rio Silanche. 
Andean Emerald   Amazilia franciae 
One of the most common hummers in the region, seen regularly at the feeders at 
Tandayapa, Milpe, and Paz de las Aves. 
Purple-chested Hummingbird Amazilia rosenbergi 
One was seen feeding on red flowers in the parking lot at Rio Silanche. 
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl 
Recorded on four days of the tour. 
Speckled Hummingbird  Adelomyia melanogenys 
Recorded in the subtropical forests of the Upper Tandayapa Valley, and Paz de las Aves. 
Fawn-breasted Brilliant  Heliodoxa rubinoides 
Regularly recorded at both the Tandayapa feeders and those at Paz de las Aves too. 
Green-crowned Brilliant  Heliodoxa jacula 
At least two birds were seen at the Tandayapa feeders, where they are irregular. At 
Milpe, their more regular hangout, good numbers were recorded at their feeders. 
Empress Brilliant   Heliodoxa imperatrix 
One of the most impressive, spectacular hummingbirds of the Chocó  region. A male 
came into the feeders at Tandayapa Lodge, and another three or four birds were seen at 
Paz de las Aves. 
Buff-tailed Coronet   Boissonneaua flavescens 
Recorded on two days of the tour: at Tandayapa Bird Lodge, in the Upper Tandayapa 
Valley, and also at Paz de las Aves. 
Velvet-purple Coronet  Boissonneaua jardini 
Surprisingly absent from the feeders at Paz de las Aves, where they have usually been 
reliable. Three birds were seen later the same day on the Old Nono-Mindo Road. 
Brown Inca    Coeligena wilsoni 
At least three birds were regularly visiting the Tandayapa feeders while we were there, 
and another few birds were seen at Paz de las Aves. 
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Collared Inca   Coeligena torquata 
Two were seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Buff-winged Starfrontlet  Coeligena lutetiae 
The most common visitor to the feeders at Yanacocha on our first day. 
Sword-billed Hummingbird Ensifera ensifera 
One of the most incredible hummingbirds on the planet, which has the longest bill 
(relative to body size) of any bird. Several of these phenomenal hummers were seen in 
the temperate forest of Yanacocha, where a number came into the feeders regularly. 
Great Sapphirewing  Pterophanes cyanopterus 
One of the largest hummers in the World that was seen regularly coming into the 
Yanacocha feeders during our first morning. 
Gorgeted Sunangel   Heliangelus strophianus 
Three were seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley, and another two were seen at Mashpi. 
Sapphire-vented Puffleg  Eriocnemis luciani 
One of the most regular visitors to the feeders within the temperate forest reserve of 
Yanacocha on our first morning. 
Golden-breasted Puffleg  Eriocnemis mosquera 
A few birds were seen at the Yanacocha feeders on our first morning. 
Purple-bibbed Whitetip  Urosticte benjamini 
This spectacular endemic was seen at Tandayapa Bird Lodge, and again at Milpe. 
Booted Racket-tail   Ocreatus underwoodii 
Tandayapa’s flagship bird, not only one of the most amazing hummers, but also one of 
the most regular at their feeders. A joy to watch! A few others were also seen at Mashpi, 
and Paz de las Aves. 
Black-tailed Trainbearer  Lesbia victoriae 
Another hummingbird with a distinctive tail, that was seen in the village of Nono on our 
first afternoon. 
Tyrian Metaltail   Metallura tyrianthina 
This tiny hummer was seen regularly in the temperate reserve of Yanacocha on our first 
day. 
Rainbow-bearded Thornbill Chalcostigma herrani 
Another standout hummer, with a glistening, Technicolor “beard”. One was seen along 
the trail at Yanacocha. 
Violet-tailed Sylph   Aglaiocercus coelestis 
Ecuador, and this Chocó  region, is packed with dazzling hummers, and this one with the 
long, glistening violet tail, definitely qualifies. Recorded on three days of the day: at 
Tandayapa, Mashpi, and Paz de las Aves. 
Wedge-billed Hummingbird Schistes geoffroyi 
A fortuitous decision to walk up the shorter, steeper route to the lodge at Tandayapa 
proved worthwhile when James, Ryan and I stumbled on a male feeding along the track. 
Purple-throated Woodstar Calliphlox mitchellii 
This cute hummingbird was very common at Tandayapa Lodge. 
 
TROGONS: TROGONIDAE 
Golden-headed Quetzal  Pharomachrus auriceps 
A nesting bird was seen from the veranda at Tandayapa Bird Lodge, another two were 
seen at Mashpi in the foothills, and two birds were seen in a fruiting tree at Paz de las 
Aves (that also attracted Andean Cock-of-the-rocks). 
Crested Quetzal   Pharomachrus antisianus 
A gorgeous male was seen at Paz de las Aves. 
 
 



Ecuador: The Andes Introtour November 2010 

www.tropicalbirding.com info@tropicalbirding.com 1-409-515-0514 24 

Blue-tailed (Chocó) Trogon Trogon comptus 
A female was found by our keen-eyed driver along the road at Milpe. 
Note: Also sometimes referred to as White-eyed Trogon. 
(Western) White-tailed Trogon Trogon chionurus 
A female bird was seen in the sanctuary at Rio Silanche. 
Collared Trogon   Trogon collaris   
A pair was seen in Milpe Gardens. 
Masked Trogon   Trogon personatus 
A male was seen in the Tandayapa Valley, and another (a female) was seen at Paz de las 
Aves. 
 
MOTMOTS: MOMOTIDAE 
Rufous Motmot   Baryphthengus martii 
One was seen in Milpe Gardens in the foothills. 
Broad-billed Motmot  Electron platyrhynchum 
One was seen in the Rio Silanche reserve. 
 
PUFFBIRDS: BUCCONIDAE 
White-necked Puffbird  Notharchus hyperrynchus 
A smashing bird was seen at Rio Silanche. 
Barred Puffbird   Nystalus radiatus 
With a little ingenuity, we all managed to get a look through a scope at a bird along a 
narrow forest trail in the Milpe sanctuary. 
 
JACAMARS: GALBULIDAE 
Rufous-tailed Jacamar  Galbula ruficauda 
After being haunted by their high-pitched calls as we wandered around the reserve at Rio 
Silanche, we finally managed to see one late in the afternoon. A welcome new family 
addition for many on their first South American trip. 
 
NEW WORLD BARBETS: CAPITONIDAE 
Orange-fronted Barbet  Capito squamatus  
A male barbet was seen in a large ceropia tree within Rio Silanche. 
Red-headed Barbet  Eubucco bourcierii 
Seen on five out of six days of the tour, including a wonderful vermilion-headed male in 
Rio Silanche. 
 
TOUCAN-BARBETS: SEMNORNITHIDAE 
Toucan Barbet   Semnornis ramphastinus 
Our first was seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley, with several more on a misty day in 
Mashpi, and a final bird seen at Paz de las Aves. 
 
TOUCANS: RAMPHASTIDAE 
Crimson-rumped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus haematopygus 
Two were seen by the lodge at Tandayapa, another was seen in a four-toucan day at 
Milpe, and a final sighting came in the subtropical forests of Paz de las Aves. 
Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan Andigena laminirostris 
One was seen on our first afternoon while watching Andean Cock-of-the-rocks along 
the Old Nono-Mindo Road. However, a remarkable total of ten birds were seen the 
following day in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. Finally another was seen on a different 
section of the Old Nono-Mindo Road on our final afternoon. 
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Collared (Pale-mandibled) Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus erythropygius 
Two were seen along the Milpe road, during our 4-toucan day on site, and another three 
birds were seen at Rio Silanche. 
Chestnut-mandibled Toucan Ramphastos swainsonii 
A pair of these large toucans was found along the Milpe road late one afternoon. 
Chocó  Toucan   Ramphastos brevis 
Two were seen at Milpe, and another single was seen near Rio Silanche. 
 
WOODPECKERS: PICIDAE 
Olivaceous Piculet   Picumnus olivaceus 
One of these tiny, tiny woodpeckers was seen near Rio Silanche. 
Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani 
One was seen on our way into the Rio Silanche reserve. 
Smoky-brown Woodpecker Picoides fumigatus 
One turned up at Mashpi. 
Red-rumped Woodpecker  Veniliornis kirkii 
One was seen at Rio Silanche. 
Scarlet-backed Woodpecker Veniliornis callonotus 
This handsome woodpecker was seen along the entrance road into Rio Silanche. 
Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus 
One was seen at Tandayapa Bird Lodge, and another was seen during our 8-woodpecker 
day at Rio Silanche. 
Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Colaptes rivolii 
This stunning Andean woodpecker was seen along the Old Nono-Mindo Road, and 
another was seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Cinnamon Woodpecker  Celeus loricatus 
One was seen in a flock at Rio Silanche. 
Lineated Woodpecker  Dryocopus lineatus 
A female was seen at Milpe, and another was seen in Rio Silanche. 
Powerful Woodpecker  Campephilus pollens 
Three of these striking woodpeckers came in to roost one afternoon in a cavity behind 
Tandayapa Bird Lodge. 
Guayaquil Woodpecker  Campephilus gayaquilensis 
A male was found along the Milpe road late one afternoon. 
 
OVENBIRDS: FURNARIIDAE 
Pale-legged (Pacific) Hornero Furnarius leucopus cinnamomeus 
Recorded on four days of the tour, at Milpe, en-route to Silanche, en-route to Mashpi, 
and also in the Lower Tandayapa Valley. 
Azara's Spinetail   Synallaxis azarae 
Two birds were seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Rufous Spinetail   Synallaxis unirufa 
Two were seen near the top of the Tandayapa Valley. 
Slaty Spinetail   Synallaxis brachyuran 
Two birds were seen on the journey between Mashpi and Tandayapa. 
White-browed Spinetail  Hellmayrea gularis    H 
One was heard calling at Yanacocha. 
Red-faced Spinetail  Cranioleuca erythrops 
At least six different birds were seen at Milpe. 
Rusty-winged Barbtail  Premnornis guttuligera 
One came through with an understorey flock at Paz de las Aves, while we were watching 
Golden-headed Quetzals, Common Potoo, and Andean Cock-of-the-rocks. 
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Spotted Barbtail   Premnoplex brunnescens 
One was seen at Mashpi. 
Pearled Treerunner  Margarornis squamiger 
This delightful and striking rusty ovenbird was seen in one of the feeding flocks in the 
Tandayapa Valley. 
Buffy (Pacific) Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes lawrencii johnsoni 
A group of three birds was seen at Mashpi. 
Note: The form in Ecuador (that also occurs in Colmbia) is listed as a separate, endemic, 
species in Ridgely and Greenfield, (Pacific Tuftedcheek), although on the Clements list is 
lumped within Buffy Tuftedcheek that occurs in Costa Rica and Panama in Central 
America. 
Streaked Tuftedcheek  Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii 
At least three different birds were seen in the Tandayapa Valley. 
Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia variegaticeps 
Multiple birds were seen in the many mixed flocks encountered at Milpe. 
Lineated Foliage-gleaner  Syndactyla subalaris 
Recorded on both of our days in the foothills: two were seen at Milpe, and another two at 
Mashpi. 
Striped Woodhaunter  Hyloctistes subulatus assimilis 
One was seen in the foothills at Milpe, and another at Rio Silanche. 
Note: Ridgely and Greenfield split the west slope form as a separate species, Western 
Woodhaunter H. virgatus. 
Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Philydor rufum 
Recorded several times during our day in the western foothills at Milpe. 
Uniform Treehunter  Thripadectes ignobilis 
Two different birds were seen at Milpe, one of which was in the neighboring Milpe 
Gardens reserve. 
Striped Treehunter   Thripadectes holostictus 
One was seen in the Tandayapa Valley. 
Flammulated Treehunter  Thripadectes flammulatus 
This rare, and normally shy, furnariid was seen extremely well in the Tandayapa Valley. 
Ruddy Foliage-gleaner  Automolus rubiginosus 
This skulking foliage-gleaner was seen in the Milpe reserve. 
Plain Xenops   Xenops minutus 
One was seen in our busy, flock-filled day, at Rio Silanche. 
Streaked Xenops   Xenops rutilans 
Two birds were seen in a passing flock at Rio Silanche. 
 
WOODCREEPERS: FURNARIIDAE/DENDROCOLAPTINAE 
Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa 
Recorded at both Milpe and Rio Silanche. At the latter site it was one of six different 
woodcreeper species recorded on the day! 
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus 
Recorded on three different days, (at Milpe, Mashpi and Rio Silanche). 
Black-striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus lachrymosus 
This striking woodcreeper was one of the last birds of the day at Silanche, and our sixth 
and final woodcreeper species seen that day. 
Spotted Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus erythropygius 
Recorded around Milpe, Silanche, and lastly at Paz de las Aves. 
Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii 
Six or more sightings were had within Rio Silanche. 
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Montane Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger 
Seen in the Tandayapa Valley and also at the Paz de las Aves refuge. 
Red-billed Scythebill  Campylorhamphus trochilirostris 
This wonderful woodcreeper with the deeply curved reddish bill was a very popular find 
with group on the road into Silanche. 
 
TYPICAL ANTBIRDS: THAMNOPHILIDAE 
Western Slaty-Antshrike  Thamnophilus atrinucha   H 
Unfortunately only heard at Rio Silanche. 
Russet Antshrike   Thamnistes anabatinus 
This foliage-gleaner-like antshrike was seem at Milpe Gardens, where a pair was seen in 
one of the feeding flocks there. 
Checker-throated Antwren  Epinecrophylla fulviventris 
A pair were seen at Rio Silanche. 
Moustached (Griscom's) Antwren Myrmotherula ignota 
One was seen in a late afternoon flock at Rio Silanche. 
Pacific Antwren    Myrmotherula pacifica 
A pair was seen early in our morning on our way into Rio Silanche. 
Slaty Antwren    Myrmotherula schisticolor 
One was seen briefly at Milpe. 
Long-tailed Antbird   Drymophila caudate 
Two of these striking antbirds were seen in a stand of chusquea bamboo in the 
Tandayapa Valley. 
Rufous-rumped Antwren   Terenura callinota 
A single bird was seen in both the Mindo Cloudforest Foundation sanctuary at Milpe, and 
also in Milpe Gardens, the neighboring reserve. 
Dusky Antbird    Cercomacra tyrannina 
A pair was found at Rio Silanche. 
Chestnut-backed Antbird   Myrmeciza exsul 
One was seen along the road at Rio Silanche. 
Esmeraldas Antbird   Myrmeciza nigricauda 
One showed well, but briefly, at Mashpi, where at least four people in the group were 
lucky enough to have a good angle on this furtive antbird. 
Immaculate Antbird   Myrmeciza immaculate  H 
Heard calling in the Milpe reserve. 
 
ANTTHRUSHES: FORMICARIIDAE 
Black-headed Antthrush   Formicarius nigricapillus  H 
Heard calling, although never close enough unfortunately, at Rio Silanche. 
Rufous-breasted Antthrush  Formicarius rufipectus  H 
Heard at Paz de las Aves, and in the Tandayapa Valley, although never close enough. 
 
ANTPITTAS: GRALLARIIDAE 
Undulated Antpitta    Grallaria squamigera  H 
Heard calling, typically way down steep slopes, at Yanacocha. 
Giant Antpitta    Grallaria gigantean 
The wonderful “Manuel” was seen at Paz de las Aves, that (as usual for that venue) 
allowed excellent close up views of what would normally be considered a very shy and 
difficult species. ONE OF THE BIRDS OF THE TRIP. 
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Moustached Antpitta   Grallaria alleni 
Another rare, shy and local species that can be amazingly easy at times at the Paz de las 
Aves refuge, where they have managed to remarkably habituate a number of individuals. 
We had close up studies of “Susan” while we were there! 
Scaled Antpitta    Grallaria guatimalensis 
Brian and Sam managed to glimpse one hopping down a narrow trail in the Tandayapa 
Valley late one afternoon. Unfortunately it did not linger for everyone to see it though. 
Chestnut-crowned Antpitta  Grallaria ruficapilla  H 
A number of distant birds were heard in the Tandayapa Valley. 
Chestnut-naped Antpitta   Grallaria nuchalis   H 
Two or three birds were heard calling typically well downslope from the trail at 
Yanacocha.  
Rufous Antpitta    Grallaria rufula 
Brian at least (who enjoyed quite the trip for antpittas, personally seeing five different 
species in six days!), was well-positioned for a bird that came in to tape at Yanacocha, 
that was unfortunately only visible through a tiny window to Brian only. 
Tawny Antpitta    Grallaria quitensis 
The so-called “easiest antpitta to see” proved this point well, as a bird bounded around in 
the open for all of us to see, at the start of the trail at Yanacocha on our first morning. A 
great tour opener! 
 
TAPACULOS: RHINOCRYPTIDAE 
Blackish (Unicolored) Tapaculo  Scytalopus (unicolor) latrans 
One was seen at Yanacocha. 
Narino Tapaculo    Scytalopus vicinior   H 
One was heard at Tandayapa Lodge.  
Spillmann's Tapaculo   Scytalopus spillmanni 
One was seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Ocellated Tapaculo    Acropternis orthonyx  H 
Heard calling in the Tandayapa Valley, and along the Old Nono-Mindo Road. 
 
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS: TYRANNIDAE 
Brown-capped Tyrannulet  Ornithion brunneicapillus 
One was seen in the sanctuary at Rio Silanche. 
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet  Camptostoma obsoletum 
One was seen on our way back from Mashpi to Tandayapa. 
White-tailed Tyrannulet   Mecocerculus poecilocercus 
Recorded on three days of the tour: at Tandayapa Lodge, on the Old Nono-Mindo Road, 
and in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
White-banded Tyrannulet   Mecocerculus stictopterus 
Seen in the temperate forests of Yanacocha on our first day. 
White-throated Tyrannulet  Mecocerculus leucophrys 
One was seen at Yanacocha. 
Gray Elaenia     Myiopagis caniceps 
One was seen along the road in the foothills at Milpe. 
Greenish Elaenia    Myiopagis viridicata 
One was seen along the Milpe road. 
Sierran Elaenia    Elaenia pallatangae 
A pair was seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Streak-necked Flycatcher   Mionectes striaticollis 
One was seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley, and another at Paz de las Aves. 
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Slaty-capped Flycatcher   Leptopogon superciliaris 
Seen in first at Milpe and later again in Rio Silanche. 
Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant  Pogonotriccus ophthalmicus 
One came through with a mixed flock while we were watching Golden-headed Quetzals 
in a large fruiting tree at Paz de las Aves. 
Sooty-headed Tyrannulet   Phyllomyias griseiceps 
One was seen at Milpe and another at Rio Silanche. 
Chocó  (Golden-faced) Tyrannulet Zimmerius (chrysops) albigularis 
A pair was seen in Milpe Gardens. 
Note: This species is a recently-recognized split from Golden-faced Tyrannulet. 
Ornate Flycatcher    Myiotriccus ornatus 
This delightful little flycatcher was seen at Milpe, Mashpi, Rio Silanche, and Paz de las 
Aves. 
Bronze-olive Pygmy-Tyrant  Pseudotriccus pelzelni 
One showed up late in our misty morning at Mashpi in the foothills. 
Rufous-headed Pygmy-Tyrant  Pseudotriccus ruficeps 
A couple of people got onto one in the Upper Tandayapa Valley, where a lone bird 
showed all too briefly. 
Black-capped Pygmy-Tyrant  Myiornis atricapillus  H 
This tiny flycatcher was heard a few times at Rio Silanche, although remained firmly 
hidden the whole time. 
Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant  Lophotriccus pileatus 
Seen at Milpe and Rio Silanche. 
Common Tody-Flycatcher   Todirostrum cinereum 
One was seen along the Milpe road, and another two were seen near Rio Silanche. 
Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher  Todirostrum nigriceps 
Two birds were seen around Silanche. 
Yellow-margined Flycatcher (Flatbill) Tolmomyias assimilis flavotectus 
One was seen several times when it came through in a mixed feeding flock at Rio 
Silanche. 
White-throated Spadebill   Platyrinchus mystaceus 
One was seen at Milpe and another at Silanche. 
Tawny-breasted Flycatcher  Myiobius villosus 
One came through with an understorey flock in the Milpe Gardens reserve. 
Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher  Myiobius sulphureipygius 
One was seen in the lowland forest of Silanche. 
Flavescent Flycatcher   Myiophobus flavicans 
One was seen briefly along the Old Nono-Mindo road, and another was seen in the Upper 
Tandayapa Valley. 
Bran-colored Flycatcher   Myiophobus fasciatus 
One was seen along the road into Silanche. 
Smoke-colored Pewee   Contopus fumigatus 
Recorded four times on the tour in the subtropical forests of the Tandayapa Valley, and 
also at Paz de las Aves. 
Western Wood-Pewee   Contopus sordidulus 
Two of these boreal winter visitors were seen along the Milpe road in the foothills. 
Acadian Flycatcher    Empidonax virescens 
The majority of boreal migrants on the western slope winter in the foothills, where this 
one was seen, at Milpe. 
Black Phoebe    Sayornis nigricans 
Recorded in the Tandayapa Valley, and also near Paz de las Aves. 
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Spot-billed Ground-Tyrant  Muscisaxicola maculirostris 
One of these inconspicuous flycatchers was seen in the dry country of Calacali. 
White-tailed Shrike-Tyrant  Agriornis albicauda 
This rare flycatcher was seen at Calacli, on our journey back to Quito. 
Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant  Myiotheretes striaticollis 
Three were seen in the village of Nono on our journey from Yanacocha to Tandayapa on 
our first afternoon. 
Masked Water-Tyrant   Fluvicola nengeta 
One of these striking, ground-dwelling flycatchers was seen along the Milpe road, and 
another en-route to Rio Silanche. 
Crowned Chat-Tyrant   Ochthoeca frontalis 
One was seen in the temperate forest of Yanacocha. 
Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant   Ochthoeca diadema  
One showed briefly in the Upper Tandayapa Valley.  
Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant   Ochthoeca cinnamomeiventris  
A pair of these handsome flycatchers was seen alongside the Rio Alambi on our journey 
between Yanacocha and Tandayapa. This flycatcher is usually found alongside 
rivers/streams. 
Dusky-capped Flycatcher   Myiarchus tuberculifer 
Two were seen right around the lodge at Tandayapa, and another was seen in the 
lowlands of Silanche. 
Boat-billed Flycatcher   Megarynchus pitangua 
One was seen in the foothills, along the Milpe road. 
Rusty-margined Flycatcher  Myiozetetes cayanensis 
Recorded on three days of the tour, in the foothills and lowlands. 
Social Flycatcher    Myiozetetes similis 
Two were seen on the entrance road into Rio Silanche. 
Gray-capped Flycatcher   Myiozetetes granadensis 
One was seen on the entrance road to Rio Silanche. 
Golden-crowned Flycatcher  Myiodynastes chrysocephalus 
A noisy group of three birds was seen right around Tandayapa Bird Lodge, and another 
was seen on our final morning at Paz de las Aves. 
Streaked Flycatcher   Myiodynastes maculates 
Seen on three different days, at Milpe, in the Lower Tandayapa Valley, and near Rio 
Silanche. 
Snowy-throated Kingbird   Tyrannus niveigularis 
Two were seen along the Milpe road, and another was seen along the road into Silanche. 
Tropical Kingbird    Tyrannus melancholicus 
Seen on five of our six days in the field, from the lowlands up into the subtropics of the 
Tandayapa Valley. 
 
COTINGAS: COTINGIDAE 
Green-and-black Fruiteater  Pipreola riefferii 
A male was seen in the Tandayapa Valley. 
Barred Fruiteater    Pipreola arcuata 
A male was seen along the trail at Yanacocha. 
Orange-breasted Fruiteater  Pipreola jucunda 
Five different birds were seen during a fantastic visit to Mashpi (that also included Black 
and Rufous-brown Solitaires, and, Moss-backed Tanager, and Indigo 
Flowerpiercer); another wonderful male was seen at Paz de las Aves too. 
Scaled Fruiteater    Ampelioides tschudii 
A male was seen in a fruiting tree at Paz de las Aves. 
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Andean Cock-of-the-rock   Rupicola peruvianus 
We enjoyed good numbers on this tour: firstly, three to four displaying males along the 
Old Nono-Mindo road on our first afternoon, another male and a female were seen in the 
Tandayapa Valley, and another two birds were seen on our final day at Paz de las Aves. 
Black-tipped Cotinga   Carpodectes hopkei 
A clean white male was seen along the road into Rio Silanche. 
 
MANAKINS: PIPRIDAE 
Golden-winged Manakin   Masius chrysopterus 
Two males and two females were seen in some fruiting trees in the Milpe reserve. 
Club-winged Manakin   Machaeropterus deliciosus 
The wonderful sights and sounds of males displaying in the Milpe reserve were a notable 
highlight of our time in the foothills. 
Blue-crowned Manakin   Lepidothrix coronata  H 
A calling bird could not be located at Rio Silanche. 
White-bearded Manakin   Manacus manacus  
A male was seen in Rio Silanche. 
 
TITYRAS AND ALLIES: TITYRIDAE 
Black-crowned Tityra   Tityra inquisitor 
One was seen at Rio Silanche. 
Masked Tityra    Tityra semifasciata 
Two birds were seen in the lowland forest patch at Rio Silanche. 
Barred Becard    Pachyramphus versicolor 
One showed up in a mixed feeding flock, with Glistening-green Tanagers for company, 
at Mashpi. 
Slaty Becard     Pachyramphus spodiurus 
A frantic phone call from another TB guide Andrew Spencer, also in Milpe at the time, 
drew us to a male Slaty Becard that had been found by another visiting bird group. 
Thankfully when we arrived there and we started scanning the flock Tom picked up this 
subtle bird soon after. A scarce bird in the northwest of Ecuador, and one that was totally 
unexpected. 
Cinnamon Becard    Pachyramphus cinnamomeus 
Seen in the lowlands and foothills a number of times in passing flocks. 
White-winged Becard   Pachyramphus polychopterus dorsalis 
One male was seen right around the lodge at Tandayapa. 
Black-and-white Becard   Pachyramphus albogriseus 
A female showed up within a mixed feeding flock at Milpe, and another, this time a male, 
was found in another flock at Silanche. 
One-colored Becard   Pachyramphus homochrous 
Regularly recorded in mixed feeding flocks at Milpe and Rio Silanche. 
 
VIREOS: VIREONIDAE 
Brown-capped Vireo   Vireo leucophrys 
One was seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley, and another was found at Paz de las Aves. 
Red-eyed Vireo    Vireo olivaceus 
Small numbers were recorded on five out of six days in the field. 
Lesser Greenlet    Hylophilus decurtatus 
Two were seen during our busy day at Rio Silanche. 
Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo  Vireolanius leucotis  H 
Heard calling at some distance at Rio Silanche. 
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Black-billed Peppershrike   Cyclarhis nigrirostris 
One was seen during our excellent day Mashpi, that also included Rufous-brown 
Solitaire, Black Solitaire, Indigo Flowerpiercer, Pale-eyed Thrush,  Pacific 
Tuftedcheek, Glistening-green Tanager, Moss-backed Tanager, and Orange-
breasted Fruiteater! 
 
CROWS JAYS AND MAGPIES: CORVIDAE 
Turquoise Jay    Cyanolyca turcosa 
Seen in the subtropical forests along the Old Nono-Mindo Road on our first afternoon, 
and later seen again in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Beautiful Jay    Cyanolyca pulchra 
A pair were seen late on our first afternoon along the Old Nono-Mindo Road, shortly after 
we had watched Andean Cock-of-the-rocks displaying, and got our first Plate-billed 
Mountain-Toucan! 
 
SWALLOWS: HIRUNDINIDAE 
Blue-and-white Swallow   Pygochelidon cyanoleuca 
One of the most common and widespread swallows in the region, that was seen daily. 
Brown-bellied Swallow   Orochelidon murina 
One was seen, by the guide only, as we were driving into Yanacocha on our first 
morning. 
White-thighed Swallow   Atticora tibialis 
A few of these small swallows were seen in the foothills, along the Milpe Road, and later 
in the lowlands around Silanche. 
Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 
A commonly recorded species in the lowlands and foothills. 
Gray-breasted Martin   Progne chalybea 
Several were seen flying in the distance, from the tower at Rio Silanche. 
Barn Swallow    Hirundo rustica 
Three were seen gliding over the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
 
WRENS: TROGLODYTIDAE 
Rufous Wren    Cinnycerthia unirufa 
This temperate species was seen at Yanacocha on our first morning, when a minimum of 
three birds were seen. 
Sharpe's (Sepia-brown) Wren  Cinnycerthia olivascens 
Birds exhibiting a large amount of white on the forehead were seen in the Upper 
Tandayapa Valley. This pair was quite popular with some, and was a less predictable 
entry among the trip highlights.  
Plain-tailed Wren    Thryothorus euophrys  H 
Heard calling well downslope from the trail at Yanacocha. 
Bay Wren     Thryothorus nigricapillus 
One of these striking wrens put in appearance at Mashpi, with others being heard around 
Milpe and Silanche. 
House Wren     Troglodytes aedon 
Seen on three of the days, at Mashpi, Milpe, and Silanche. 
Mountain Wren    Troglodytes solstitialis 
One showed up for a short time within a feeding flock near Paz de las Aves, that held a 
number of more distracting species, not least Black-chinned Mountain-Tanagers, 
Toucan Barbet, and Orange-breasted Fruiteater! 
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Gray-breasted Wood-Wren  Henicorhina leucophrys 
Although heard regularly in the subtropical areas, just two were seen, in the Upper 
Tandayapa Valley, and at the “antpitta farm”, Paz de las Aves. 
Scaly-breasted Wren    Microcerculus marginatus 
Also sometimes referred to as Southern Nightingale-Wren.   H 
Heard in the lowlands of Silanche, and in the foothills of Milpe. 
 
DIPPERS: CINCLIDAE 
White-capped Dipper   Cinclus leucocephalus 
A pair of these delightful dippers was seen on our first afternoon, we traveled to 
Tandayapa Lodge from Yanacocha. 
 
GNATCATCHERS: POLIOPTILIDAE 
Slate-throated Gnatcatcher  Polioptila schistaceigula 
One turned up late in the afternoon during our bird-filled, flock-fueled day, at Rio 
Silanche. 
 
THRUSHES AND ALLIES: TURDIDAE 
Andean Solitaire    Myadestes ralloides 
This was the last of three solitaire species seen in a single day, at Mashpi (that also 
included Rufous-brown and Black Solitaires too). 
Swainson's Thrush    Catharus ustulatus 
This boreal migrant was recorded in the Tandayapa Valley and Mashpi. 
Black Solitaire    Entomodestes coracinus 
Two separate birds were seen at Mashpi, including one that visited the same fruiting tree 
that attracted Rufous-brown Solitaire and Orange-breasted Fruiteater at various 
times too. 
Rufous-brown Solitaire   Cichlopsis leucogenys 
A lifer for everyone in the group, in an area of fruiting trees along the road in Mashpi, 
that also attracted both Black Solitaire and Orange-breasted Fruiteater. 
Pale-eyed Thrush    Turdus leucops 
A bird was seen in song early in our morning at Mashpi, and later another bird was seen 
hopping along the road there. 
Pale-vented Thrush   Turdus obsoletus 
One was seen in the Mindo Cloudforest sanctuary of Milpe. 
Ecuadorian Thrush    Turdus maculirostris 
One was seen on the journey between Mashpi and Tandayapa. 
Great Thrush    Turdus fuscater 
A common highland thrush that was seen around Yanacocha and Calacali. 
Glossy-black Thrush   Turdus serranus 
Two were seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley, and a female was also seen at Mashpi. 
 
NEW WORLD WARBLERS: PARULIDAE 
Tropical Parula    Parula pitiayumi 
This tropical wood warbler was seen on five different days of the tour, from the 
subtropics down into the lowlands. 
Blackburnian Warbler   Dendroica fusca 
A commonly encountered boreal migrant in the subtropical forests of Tandayapa, and Paz 
de las Aves, and also recorded in the foothills of Milpe too. 
American Redstart    Setophaga ruticilla 
Two were seen in the Milpe reserve. 
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Olive-crowned Yellowthroat  Geothlypis semiflava 
One was seen in pastureland along the Milpe road. 
Canada Warbler    Wilsonia canadensis 
One was seen a couple of times right around the lodge at Tandayapa. 
Slate-throated Redstart   Myioborus miniatus 
Small numbers of these hyper-active warblers were recorded each day, from the 
subtropics right down into the lowlands. 
Spectacled Redstart   Myioborus melanocephalus 
This highland redstart was seen in the temperate forest of Yanacocha, and in the upper 
subtropics in the Alambi Valley. 
Golden-bellied (Chocó) Warbler  Basileuterus chrysogaster chlorophrys 
At least three birds were seen at Milpe. 
Black-crested Warbler   Basileuterus nigrocristatus 
Just the one was seen, in the tiny Andean village of Nono. 
Russet-crowned Warbler   Basileuterus coronatus 
A few were seen along the Old Nono-Mindo road and in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Three-striped Warbler   Basileuterus tristriatus 
Two were seen in the Tandayapa Valley, and also around Mashpi and Paz de las Aves. 
Buff-rumped Warbler   Phaeothlypis fulvicauda 
One was seen along a small stream on the way into Rio Silanche. 
 
BANANAQUIT: COEREBIDAE 
Bananaquit     Coereba flaveola 
Seen visiting the hummingbird feeders at both Milpe and Tandayapa Bird Lodge, and also 
seen at the forest edge in Rio Silanche. 
 
TANAGERS AND ALLIES: THRAUPIDAE 
Superciliaried Hemispingus  Hemispingus superciliaris 
A minimum of three birds were seen within flocks in the temperate forest reserve of 
Yanacocha.  
Hemispingus means “half finch”. 
Black-eared (Western) Hemispingus Hemispingus melanotis ochraceus 
A pair was seen in an understorey flock in the bamboo of the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Rufous-chested Tanager   Thlypopsis ornata 
This gorgeous orange tanager was seen on two days: firstly in the subtropical forest 
along the Old Nono-Mindo road, and then the following day another single was seen in 
the Tandayapa Valley. 
Blue-backed Conebill   Conirostrum sitticolor 
Only recorded on our first day at Yanacocha. 
Capped Conebill    Conirostrum albifrons 
One male was seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Plushcap     Catamblyrhynchus diadema GO 
This stunning golden-capped tanager came through very swiftly with a flock in the 
Tandayapa Valley, although vanished before anyone other than Sam could get onto it. 
Sometimes also referred to as Plush-capped Finch. 
Dusky Bush-Tanager   Chlorospingus semifuscus 
This subtle endemic tanager was seen at three sites on the tour: the Tandayapa Valley, 
Milpe, and Paz de Aves. 
Yellow-throated Bush-Tanager   Chlorospingus flavigularis 
Just recorded in the foothill forests around Milpe, where they were fairly common. 
Guira Tanager    Hemithraupis guira 
At least two birds were seen in the lowlands at Silanche. 
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Dusky-faced Tanager   Mitrospingus cassinii 
A small group of these understorey tanagers was found near the start of the road into Rio 
Silanche. 
Scarlet-browed Tanager   Heterospingus xanthopygius 
A minimum of five birds turned up in one of the flocks roaming the reserve at Rio 
Silanche.  
White-shouldered Tanager  Tachyphonus luctuosus 
One was seen at Milpe, and then again at Silanche. 
Tawny-crested Tanager   Tachyphonus delatrii 
Just the one was seen at Rio Silanche. 
White-lined Tanager   Tachyphonus rufus 
A pair was seen in our tanager-fueled day at Silanche. 
Flame-rumped Tanager   Ramphocelus flammigerus icteronotus 
Also sometimes called Lemon-rumped Tanager. 
Commonly encountered in both the lowlands and foothills. Especially common around 
Silanche. 
Blue-gray Tanager    Thraupis episcopus 
Regularly seen in the lowlands and foothills. 
Palm Tanager    Thraupis palmarum 
Also a regular tanager in the lowlands and foothills. 
Blue-capped Tanager   Thraupis cyanocephala 
Just two were seen, along the Old Nono-Mindo road during our first afternoon. 
Moss-backed Tanager   Bangsia edwardsi 
This distinctive Chocó  tanager used to be reliable within the Milpe reserve, although 
inexplicably has become very rare there in recent years. Since then the emergence of the 
Mashpi site has allowed birders to continue to pick up this species on a short tour to the 
region. We saw five birds in our day at Mashpi. 
Hooded Mountain-Tanager  Buthraupis Montana 
This huge, red-eyed, Andean tanager was encountered three times on the tour: at 
Yanacocha, along the Old Nono-Mino road, and also in the Tandayapa Valley. 
Black-chested Mountain-Tanager Buthraupis eximia 
One of these temperate tanagers was seen along the Inca Trail at Yanacocha. 
Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus igniventris 
Just two of these handsome Andean tanagers were seen in the temperate forest reserve 
of Yanacocha on our first morning. 
Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager  Anisognathus somptuosus 
This striking mountain-tanager is pleasurably common in the subtropical forests in the 
Tandayapa region, where it was seen regularly within the Tandayapa Valley itself, and 
later again at Paz de Aves too. 
Black-chinned Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus notabilis 
At least six birds came through in a fantastic flock at Paz de Aves that also held several 
Toucan Barbets, and a gorgeous male Orange-breasted Fruiteater, among others. 
Grass-green Tanager   Chlorornis riefferii 
This extremely handsome tanager was seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley, where at 
least three different individuals were seen. 
Golden-crowned Tanager   Iridosornis rufivertex  GO 
One showed very briefly at Yanacocha, that only Sam managed to see. 
Glistening-green Tanager   Chlorochrysa phoenicotis 
Ordinarily a scarce bird at Milpe, we managed to find several birds in both the main MCF 
reserve, and also within the small neighboring Milpe Gardens sanctuary. Another few 
were found at Mashpi. 
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Gray-and-gold Tanager   Tangara palmeri 
Two groups of these distinctive Chocó  tanagers were seen in the Rio Silanche sanctuary. 
Blue-whiskered Tanager   Tangara johannae 
One elusive bird came through with a flock at Silanche, although only lingered long 
enough for just three or four of us to see it. 
Emerald Tanager    Tangara florida 
Just the one brief sighting along the Milpe road, which only hung around for just a few of 
us to get it unfortunately. 
Golden Tanager    Tangara arthus 
This is one of the commonest tanagers in the region that was seen on four of our six 
days in the field. 
Silver-throated Tanager   Tangara icterocephala 
Seen in the subtropics in the Tandayapa Valley and at Paz de Aves refuge, and down in 
the foothills (where it is generally more common), at Milpe, and in the lowlands of 
Silanche too. 
Flame-faced Tanager   Tangara parzudakii 
For me one of the very best tanagers in the region, with a bright orange face, it could be 
renamed “Blackburnian Tanager”. Luckily it is also quite common, and regular on this 
tour. We recorded them on three different days: at Milpe, Mashpi, and Paz de Aves. 
Rufous-throated Tanager   Tangara rufigula 
Another distinctive Chocó  tanager, recorded several times during our day in the foothills 
of Milpe. 
Bay-headed Tanager   Tangara gyrola 
Recorded several times around Milpe, and also at Rio Silanche.  
Rufous-winged Tanager   Tangara lavinia 
One very confiding bird showed up several times at Silanche, and one occasion it lingered 
nice and low for long, slow close-ups. 
Golden-naped Tanager   Tangara ruficervix 
This bright blue tanager was seen on three days of the tour, at Mashpi, in the Tandayapa 
Valley, and at Paz de Aves. 
Metallic-green Tanager   Tangara labradorides 
Two were seen in a mixed feeding flock that passed through while we were ogling 
Golden-headed Quetzals and Andean Cock-of-the-rocks at Paz de Aves, and 
another was seen as we dropped off Chris and Pamela in the Tandayapa Lodge parking 
lot. 
Blue-necked Tanager   Tangara cyanicollis 
Recorded a number of times in the foothills and lowlands (Mashpi, Milpe, Rio Silanche). 
Golden-hooded Tanager   Tangara larvata 
Three birds were seen in the Silanche area. This day alone saw us run into over twenty 
species of tanager in an incredible day on site. 
Beryl-spangled Tanager   Tangara nigroviridis 
Seen in the subtropical forests of Tandayapa, and at Paz de Aves. 
Blue-and-black Tanager   Tangara vassorii 
Five birds were found in a flock in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Black-capped Tanager   Tangara heinei 
Two were seen (a pair) from the café at Paz de Aves. 
Black-faced (Yellow-tufted) Dacnis Dacnis lineata aequatorialis 
This gobsmackingly beautiful tanager was seen several times at Rio Silanche, including 
an electric blue male that lingered at eye level for some time. A female was also seen in 
the Milpe reserve. 
Blue Dacnis     Dacnis cayana 
A pair showed up late in the day at Rio Silanche. 
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Scarlet-breasted Dacnis   Dacnis berlepschi 
The top tanager of the tour, and indeed voted as the BEST BIRD OF THE TRIP, that 
was seen so, so well on the approach road into Rio Silanche, when a pair decided to feed 
uncharacteristically low down in the trees, allowing for slow lingering looks. Magical. 
Green Honeycreeper   Chlorophanes spiza 
Recorded at both Milpe and Silanche. 
Purple Honeycreeper   Cyanerpes caeruleus  GO 
A male was seen along the Milpe road, although only Sam got to see it. 
Swallow Tanager    Tersina viridis 
Three birds, including at least one electric blue male, were seen along the Milpe road late 
in the afternoon while we were picking up parrots, toucans, and woodpeckers along 
there. 
Buff-throated Saltator   Saltator maximus 
Just recorded on the one day, at Rio Silanche. 
Black-winged Saltator   Saltator atripennis 
Seen at both Mashpi and Silanche. 
Slate-colored Grosbeak   Saltator grossus   H 
Heard regularly in the forest at Milpe, but it could not be located in the forest canopy. 
 
SPARROWS AND SEEDEATERS: EMBERIZIDAE 
Ash-breasted Sierra-Finch  Phrygilus plebejus 
Three female birds were seen in the dry country of Calacali, in the shadow of the 
equator. 
Blue-black Grassquit   Volatinia jacarina 
A number of birds flitted on and off the road on our journeys to and from Mashpi. 
Variable Seedeater    Sporophila corvine 
Recorded at both Milpe and Silanche. 
Yellow-bellied Seedeater   Sporophila nigricollis 
Recorded regularly along roads and open areas in the foothills and lowlands. 
Thick-billed (Lesser) Seed-Finch Oryzoborus (angolensis) funereus 
A female was seen in a palm plantation along the entrance road into Silanche. 
Band-tailed Seedeater   Catamenia analis 
One female bird was seen on our way back to Quito. 
Glossy Flowerpiercer   Diglossa lafresnayii 
Regularly seen on our morning at Yanacocha, where a number of birds were also visiting 
the hummingbird feeders, stealing sugar water from the attendant Sword-billed 
Hummingbirds, Sapphire-vented Pufflegs, and Great Saphirewings! 
Black Flowerpiercer   Diglossa humeralis 
One was seen on the journey between Yanacocha and Tandayapa Bird Lodge. 
White-sided Flowerpiercer  Diglossa albilatera 
At least three different birds were seen in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Indigo Flowerpiercer   Diglossa indigoticus 
This rare flowerpiercer was seen at Mashpi, one of the only sites in Pichincha for this 
Chocó  endemic. We tried at the stakeout shortly after dawn with no sight nor sound, 
although tried again in the afternoon, and with a little persistence finally got a bird to 
come in nicely. This was on a great day for rare Chocó  species at Mashpi, which also 
included Black Solitaire, Moss-backed Tanager, Glistening-green Tanager, 
Orange-breasted Fruiteater, and also Rufous-brown Solitaire! A memorable day in 
the foothills. 
Masked Flowerpiercer   Diglossa cyaneus 
Recorded in the temperate zone at Yanacocha, and also in the subtropical forests of the 
Tandayapa Valley. 
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Tanager Finch    Oreothraupis arremonops 
The faithful pair in the Upper Tandayapa Valley performed perfectly, with one bird giving 
great views in full song early one morning. One of the rarest of the endemics seen on the 
tour. 
Tricolored Brush-Finch   Atlapetes tricolor 
A pair was seen on our way back from Mashpi one afternoon, and another pair was found 
on our final day at Paz de las Aves. The local crassus subspecies is thought by some (e.g. 
Robert Ridgely in his recently published Birds of South America: Passerines), to be a 
distinct species, Chocó  Brush-Finch, that if split is considered an endemic species.  
Yellow-breasted Brush-Finch  Atlapetes latinuchus 
Note: Also known as Rufous-naped Brush-Finch.  
A few were seen in the temperate reserve of Yanacocha, with another five or so birds 
also seen in the subtropical forest in the Upper Tandayapa Valley. 
Olive Finch     Arremon castaneiceps  H 
This scarce bird was heard twice during our Mashpi morning, although on both times the 
birds continued to sing from way down slope from our position. 
Orange-billed Sparrow   Arremon aurantiirostris  
One was seen in the Milpe reserve. 
Stripe-headed Brush-Finch  Arremon torquatus   H 
One was heard singing from thick scrub in the village of Nono. 
Black-striped Sparrow   Arremonops conirostris 
One was found late in the afternoon along the Milpe road. 
Rufous-collared Sparrow   Zonotrichia capensis 
A common Andean species, seen on four of our six days in the field. 
 
GROSBEAKS AND ALLIES: CARDINALIDAE 
Summer Tanager    Piranga rubra 
This boreal migrant is fairly common in the northwest of Ecuador, and we recorded a few 
on four of our six days in the field. 
White-winged Tanager   Piranga leucoptera 
Two birds, including the White-winged Crossbill like male, were seen in Milpe Gardens 
reserve in the Andean foothills. 
Ochre-breasted Tanager   Chlorothraupis stolzmanni 
A number of these chunky “tanagers” were seen moving through with mixed flocks 
roaming the Milpe Gardens reserve. 
Golden-bellied Grosbeak   Pheucticus chrysogaster 
Note: Also known as Southern Yellow Grosbeak.  
Three sightings on the tour: in the village of Nono, in the Upper Tandayapa Valley, and 
on the journey from Mashpi. 
 
TROUPIALS AND ALLIES: ICTERIDAE 
Scrub Blackbird    Dives warszewiczi 
One was seen near Milpe, and others were seen on the journey to Rio Silanche. 
Shiny Cowbird    Molothrus bonariensis 
One was seen on the journey from Mashpi back to Tandayapa Lodge. 
Scarlet-rumped Cacique   Cacicus uropygialis 
Three birds were seen associating with one of the large flocks roaming around the Rio 
Silanche reserve. 
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SISKINS AND ALLIES: FRINGILLIDAE 
Thick-billed Euphonia   Euphonia laniirostris 
Birds were seen visiting the feeders at Milpe and also immediately around the lodge at 
Tandayapa. 
Golden-rumped Euphonia   Euphonia cyanocephala 
A beautiful male, with a pale dove-gray hood, was seen in the Lower Tandayapa Valley, 
where it seems to be a scarce and erratic visitor. 
Orange-bellied Euphonia   Euphonia xanthogaster 
The commonest euphonia in the region, recorded on three different days at various sites. 
Yellow-collared Chlorophonia  Chlorophonia flavirostris 
This incredibly bright bird was sadly only seen by one or two of the group despite us 
chasing around a number of tantalizing calling birds in the foothills at Mile0¡’. 
Yellow-bellied Siskin   Spinus xanthogastrus 
A male was seen in the foothills along the Milpe road, and another two females were seen 
in the lowland of Silanche. 
 
OLD WORLD SPARROWS: PASSERIDAE 
House Sparrow    Passer domesticus 
Just recorded around the town of Los Bancos in the foothills, although most people did 
not seem that interested in them! 
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