
Tropical Birding Trip Report  Sri Lanka: January 2015 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

1 

 
A Tropical Birding CUSTOM tour 

SRI LANKA: Ceylon Sojourn 
 

9th- 23rd January 2015 

Tour Leaders: Sam Woods & Chaminda Dilruk 

 
SRI LANKA JUNGLEFOWL is Sri Lanka’s colorful national bird,  

which was ranked among the top five birds of the tour by the group. 

All photos in this report were taken by Sam Woods. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In many ways Sri Lanka covers it all; for the serious 
birder, even those with experience from elsewhere 
in the Indian subcontinent, it offers up a healthy 
batch of at least 32 endemic bird species (this list 
continues to grow, though, so could increase 
further yet); for those without any previous 
experience of the subcontinent it offers these but, 
being an island of limited diversity, not the 
overwhelming numbers of birds, which can be 
intimidating for the first timer; and for those with a 
natural history slant that extends beyond the avian, 
there is plentiful other wildlife besides, to keep all 
happy, such as endemic monkeys, strange reptiles 
only found on this teardrop-shaped island, and a 
bounty of butterflies, which feature day-in, day-out. 
It should also be made clear that while it appears 
like a chunk of India which has dropped of the main 
subcontinent, to frame it, as merely an extension of 
India, would be a grave injustice, as Sri Lanka 
feels, looks, and even tastes very different. There 
are some cultural quirks that make India itself, 
sometimes challenging to visit for the westerner. 
However, Sri Lanka seems to have dropped these, 
leading many to comment that it is like India, minus 
the hassle. In some ways that’s fair, but, again, Sri 
Lanka remains very much its own, and not just a 
fragment of “Greater India”. This custom tour was 
set up with “covering it all” in mind; some of the 
group were new to not only the Indian 
subcontinent, but the wider continent of Asia as a 
whole, and therefore requested something of a 
gentle introduction to the region’s birds, without 

being swamped, and daunted by visiting another country with dizzy species numbers 
involved. While all the group would have classified themselves as birders or birdwatchers, 
many of them held a scope somewhat wider, sharing an interest in all things wild, whether it 
be brilliantly colored butterflies, or oddly formed lizards, and so we tried to cover as many 
aspects of natural history, while not compromising the goal of some; to see every endemic 
bird. This was pulled off tidily, thanks in no small part to the assistance of our excellent local 
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guide, Chaminda, whose intimate, and proud, knowledge of Sinhalese culture, history, and 
all aspects of his island’s natural history and tasty, spicy cuisine, made him both good 
company, and an excellent guide for this varied group. All 32 of the endemic bird species 
currently recognized in Sri Lanka (more are being added steadily in recent years as 
taxonomy catches up with bird evolution), were seen by the whole group, along with more 
than 20 species of mammal, including the endemic Purple-faced Langur, and the must-see 
Leopard; and plenty of extraordinarily colorful butterflies peppered our days, as well as a 
sprinkling of strange reptiles, including the odd Rhino-horn Lizard and red-headed Green 
Forest Lizard. Thus, the generalist natural historians, and the seasoned birders, looking for 
all the key species were both satiated. Amazingly, too, we were not interrupted by rain 
whatsoever, bar mere minutes one night while searching for owls, which was remarkably 
lucky, and not typical, for when visiting the Wet Zone, even in this dry season, rain is to be 
expected. This perhaps helped in that finding the endemics became rather straightforward 
with only a few of them giving us initial headaches, before, eventually, satisfying us all. 

Sri Lanka is an island, whose recent history has 
been wreaked by war, which has now, thankfully 
been put well into the rear view mirror. War 
divided the island, leaving the north largely 
unreachable for the foreigner, and so bird tours 
have historically, like this one, focused in the 
southern half of the island. This did not deter 
from getting all the key species though, and also 
did not mean that the varied topography and 
geography of the country cannot be sampled; we 
visited the potentially wet rainforests of 
Makandawa (Kitulgala) and Sinharaja in the Wet 
Zone of the Sri Lanka’s southwest, but also drove 
deep into the parched Dry Zone, while birding 
the coasts and parks of southeast Sri Lanka, 
which led to our varied bird list which topped 247 
bird species (a good total for this country). 
Among the favorites, decided over a jovial 
discussion on the tour’s last night, when in Sri 
Lanka’s cultural heartland of Kandy, were: Sri 
Lanka Spurfowl, Indian Peafowl (displaying), 
Cotton Pygmy-Goose, Legge’s Hawk-Eagle, 
Indian Pitta, Plum-headed Parakeet, Sri Blue 
Magpie, Malabar Trogon, Stork-billed Kingfisher, 

White-naped Woodpecker, Coppersmith Barbet, Orange Minivet, White-rumped Shama, 
Kashmir Flycatcher, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Yellow-eared Bulbul, Pied Thrush, Daurian 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Sri Lanka: January 2015 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

4 

Starling (a shock vagrant seen on the trip), and Sri Lanka Scimitar-Babbler. However, none 
of these made the top five birds of the trip, which were: 

1 Serendib Scops-Owl  Kitulgala 
2 Sri Lanka Frogmouth  Sinharaja 
3 Sri Lanka Junglefowl  Kitulgala & Sinharaja 
4 Pheasant-tailed Jacana  Tissa 

Red-faced Malkoha  Sinharaja 
 

 

DAILY SUMMARY 
 
Day 1 (of birding)… 

Colombo Environs 

A surreal start to this sojourn began with some impromptu birding close to our airport hotel 
in Sri Lanka’s capital, Colombo. The strangeness of it all was that we started out on the day 
that the president of more than 12 years, had just been outvoted in the national elections, 
and post-voting celebrations were reaching fever pitch. Although we were birding in broad 
daylight, this did not stop the population at large from setting off fireworks and firecrackers, 
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which provided a noisy backdrop to this initial birding! There was no feeling of violence or 
unhappiness, just a population that was reveling in its newfound political status. As friendly 
“explosions” kicked off around us, we set about finding some of Sri Lanka’s most familiar 
birds close to our hotel. We quickly laid eyes on Sri Lanka’s seemingly most numerous bird, 
the chirpy, gregarious, and ever-present, Red-vented Bulbul, (photo below). Other birds 
that were to become friendly faces on this tour were White-bellied Drongo, and Yellow-
billed Babbler. Around the edges of a small pond a White-breasted Waterhen stalked, 
but the afternoon’s most impressive sighting went to a male Black Bittern that emerged to 
perch high and prominent on a palm tree. 

BIRD OF THE DAY: BLACK BITTERN 
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Day 2 (of birding)… 

Colombo Environs to Kitulgala 

Our soon to become familiar local guide suggested we make a short stop at a wetland in the 
greater Colombo area, before breakfast, and before our 3-hour journey to our first major 
site; Kitulgala, in Sri Lanka’s Wet Zone. This proved an inspired choice; like it’s “parent” 
subcontinent, India, there is a reverence for birds, (borne out of their religious slant-
Buddhism here, Hinduism in India), which means that any area of decent habitat is usually 
teeming with birds. And so it proved at this site; Zitting Cisticolas, Ashy and Plain 
Prinias, darted among the reeds frequently, typically showing when they chose to perch on 
the reed tops and proclaim their piece of land in full view. However, it was bitterns that we 
were really hoping for, and we received; by the end of our short visit we had enjoyed great 
looks at both Yellow and Black Bitterns, as well as the ubiquitous Indian Pond-Heron, 
a constant feature from them on. This was along with our first Sri Lankan endemic bird, Sri 
Lanka Swallow, regularly hawking insects overhead and perched on overhead cables.  
The area was alive with birds having their first forage of the day, from Brown-headed 
Barbets, Rose-ringed Parakeets, White-bellied Drongos, Common Ioras, and 
Black-hooded Orioles perched in the open, to Blue-tailed Bee-eaters and White-
throated Kingfishers 
making good use of the 
open views available from 
which to hawk insects from 
the overhead cables. Our 
first Pied Cuckoo, 
White-browed Bulbul, 
Asian Koel, and Pied 
Kingfishers featured too, 
before rumbling stomachs, 
and a yearning for some of 
that famous Ceylon Tea, 
led us back to our hotel for 
breakfast… 

Post-breakfast, we hit the 
road, heading directly west 
from Sri Lanka’s modern 
day capital, Colombo (it 
was only changed to that 
location by the British), in 
the direction of Kitulgala, 
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our first major location of the tour. While there were no official bird stops planned, it was 
expected that some roadside birds/wildlife may cause some stops, and so it proved. Ashy 
Woodwallows hunting insects from roadside wires, an Asian Openbill stork standing 
sentry in a field, and a troop of Toque Macaques, (photo page 5), an endemic species of 
monkey, proved too inviting to ignore, and the bus was slowed to a halt on several occasions 
to “deal” with these. Then a Crested Hawk-Eagle perched in a roadside tree caught 
Chaminda’s eye, and we were out of the bus again, racking up Brahminy Kite, White-
bellied Sea-Eagle, Besra, and Crested Serpent-Eagle during a crazy 5-minute period 
for raptors, which saw us add 5 species in as many minutes! Finally, we made it to Kitulgala, 
with our hotel name betraying the historical local industry, brought to the region during the 
British colonial period: rubber and tea plantations.   
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We got our first taste of the extraordinarily 
tasty Sri Lankan curries over lunch, before 
heading out into the surrounding hills and 
plantations, to pick up a flurry of easy endemic 
birds. The first was easy, although perhaps 
only because Chaminda had a super-reliable 
stakeout, and knew well which precise 
branches to check for it. We had barely put our 
binoculars around our necks when he was 
lining up only our second endemic of the trip, 
and an owl to boot: Chestnut-backed Owlet, 
(photo right). While watching this singleton, we 
quickly realized it was part of a pair, when the 
other plonked itself alongside it! The same spot 
also brought us our first Yellow-browed 
Bulbul, (photo page 6), feeding in a local 
garden. We also picked up our first of many 
Black Eagles gliding low over the wooded hills, 
on what proved to be a bumper day for raptors. This vein of form continued when we drove 
by bus into the plantation-plastered hills, when we were once again rushed off the bus for 
another low-flying raptor, this time a confiding Oriental Honey-Buzzard which passed 
over just above bus-height, (photo, page 7). Once we reached the Ingoya Estate, (stopping 
for an Indian Robin en-route, again), where rubber trees covered the hills we began 
birding in earnest. While rubber trees may not seem the best setting for birds, no one had 
told the local birds, as a flock came through holding Small and Orange Minivets, Lesser 
Yellownape (a flock-following woodpecker), Bar-winged Flycatcher-Shrike, 
Cinereous Tit, and Velvet-fronted Nuthatch. The plantation was also productive for 
endemic species, with a brace of endemic barbets too, Crimson-fronted (Ceylon Small) 
Barbet and Yellow-fronted Barbet joining our trip lists there too. The elevated path we 
trod, helped in getting great looks at a number of treetops dwellers, including the endemic, 
and teeny, tiny, Sri Lanka Hanging-Parrot, Sri Lanka Green Pigeon, and Southern 
(Lesser) Hill  Myna. The site also gave us our first looks at the streamlined Crested 
Treeswift, as it hawked low over the treetops on scythe-shaped wings, and also showed us 
our first gaudy Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters. With nearly 90 species, or simply put, 
around 40% of the total trip list, being seen on this first full day, it had been a flying start, and 
I promised that things would slow down the following day, so that we could catch our breath, 
when we would concentrate on some interior forest birds that always provide a greater 
challenge than the edge species! 

BIRD OF THE DAY: CHESTNUT-BACKED OWLET 
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Day 3… 

Kitulgala (Makandawa Rain Forest & Kitulgala Village area) 

We birded two very different areas under the umbrella of “Kitulgala”, famed as the location 
where the 1957 movie with Alec Guinness, Bridge on the River Kwai, was filmed. We started 
out by birding our way through a village to a small dock, from where we were taken by a 
small boat across the Kelani River to the rainforest on the other side, officially named 
Makandawa Rain Forest. We spent the entire morning in this area, searching for interior 
forest endemics, not possible in some of the other Kitulgala areas, and then, after returning 
to the hotel for a hearty lunch, we birded some wooded areas near Kitulgala village. The 
latter provided less challenging birding than the first, as deep forest birding is always a 
greater challenge; however, it was necessary for some of the species that can only be found 
within dense rain forest, and proved a good combination with what we did in the afternoon. 
Our main target for the day, and, arguably, even the entire tour, was the Serendib Scops-
Owl, a ginger colored, tiny, owl species that was not formally described until as recently as 
2004. On this front we had just the man for the job, Chaminda, who has great experience, 
arguably unrivaled, in finding this species sleeping during the daytime. But before we 
reached the “owl zone”, we birded our way in to the area.  

We begun by birding our way to the dock for some of the endemics and other birds which 
occur in the sparsely 
wooded areas around 
the village…Typically, 
this area is extremely 
birdy in the first few 
hours of the morning, 
when it is cool, and 
before it is steaming 
hot. And this day was 
no different; pretty 
soon we were 
‘scoping up several 
superb Sri Lanka 
Hanging-Parrots, an 
always popular 
member of Sri Lanka’s 
endemic horde. This 
was species was 
already familiar, 
financially, to many of 
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the group, as it adorns their wonderful 1000 Rupiah note! There was barely time to take a 
breath between birds though, as they cam in thick and fast, during this early morning feeding 
frenzy; one moment we were looking up in the treetops to admire a Sri Lanka Gray 
Hornbill, then we were staring at the floor, where an Emerald Dove (photo below), had 
dropped in to steal grain from someone’s yard.  

 

Some of the trees appeared to be in bloom, creating a flurry of activity for nectar feeders like 
Purple-rumped and Long-billed (Loten’s) Sunbirds, and both White-throated 
(Legge’s) and Pale-billed Flowerpeckers. Parrots were also active at this time of day, 
and, like parrots everywhere, they were hard to ignore at this time, due to their vociferous 
nature, which led us to some perched Alexandrine Parakeets, and then later, a perched 
up Layard’s Parakeet, (photo, page 9), an endemic species (that is featured on their 500 
Rupiah note!) Square-tailed Bulbuls were equally vocal, and equally hard to avoid, which 
was good, as were not trying to! As we made our way across the fake River Kwai (in reality 
the Kelani River, which featured in the movie), a Stork-billed Kingfisher flew in and 
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landed on the cable that crosses the river, making it clearly visible to all. Some even 
commented that this was sure to be the bird-of-the-day, although I think that was rather 
premature, as there was another ruddy bird that shoed its way into that title later on! After 
we crossed over the river, we needed to walk through more gardens, taking in more birds 
like a Southern (Lesser) Hill  Myna showing off its gaudy yellow head wattles; and our 
first Orange-billed (Ceylon Rufous) Babblers chattering in some coconut palms. 

Once we reached the rainforest proper, 
the bird list dropped markedly, but 
some of the avian rewards were 
arguably higher still. It did not take long 
for the first Malabar Trogon to show 
up, although it took a further two or 
three of these before we all managed to 
get good looks at this dashing forest 
bird. Tickell’s Blue Flycatchers 
were also evident, although took a few 
attempts until we nailed it for all. And 
so, while the species numbers were low, 
both were highly colorful, popular birds. 
After crossing a number of scenic, 
crystal clear rivers, we made it to the 
“owl zone”, and this was where 
Chaminda’s expertise and intimate 
knowledge of the area’s birds came into 
the forefront of our game plan. While he 
set about trying to find a Serendib 
Scops-Owl roosting, we headed off in 
search of other birds, as this can take 
some time, with the bird subtly shifting 
its position daily, he has to go about 
finding it, on each and every visit. In 

spite of these seemingly insurmountable odds, Chaminda, has a remarkable record at finding 
this during the day. With this in mind, we bid him farewell, and checked out other birds while 
he set about on his regular owl quest. Our time in waiting was generally quiet, although we 
scored big with a perched Crested Goshawk, a scarce raptor that proved to be one of 7 
raptor species seen that day. We also noted Gray Wagtails and the ever-present Indian Pond-
Heron working the rice paddy at the edge of the forest. Just as we were being toyed with by 
our first Spot-winged Thrush, (which remained hidden as it sung from the canopy), I received 
“the call”. Chaminda had the Serendib Scops-Owl (photo above), quietly snoozing in his 
binoculars. We dropped the thrush, knowing well that more opportunities would come, which 
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cannot always be said for the Serendib. We made our way over to a trail, where Chaminda 
met up with us again, and led us up a slope to a small patch of dead leaves, where this tiny 
owl was hiding itself in plain sight. With the scope we all got cracking looks at this marvelous 
little ginger owl, which only opened its eyes to slits, so unconcerned by our presence was it. 
We walked back to the boat and lunch on the other side, with a skip in our step; it was only 
our second full days birding, and we had already potentially seen the overall bird of the trip! 
It was certainly no surprise to see this top the bird of the day poll over dinner that night. 

After the rigors of birding the rain forest, we were relieved in the afternoon, to be once again 
birding the gardens and wooded areas around Kitulgala village, with its significantly easier 
birding. Our first major target fell after some rapid repositioning to ‘scope up the superb 
male Golden-fronted Leafbird hiding out in the treetops. A small flock held Bar-winged 
Flycatcher-Shrikes and Orange Minivets, birds familiar to us from the day before; 
although a squadron of Brown-backed Needletails passing low overhead were new. So 
too, was a pair of Black-capped Bulbuls, (photo below), a recently recognized endemic 
species. However, the afternoon will be remembered for another glittering bird, which on 
any other, more ordinary day, would be expected to steal the headlines. Reaching a small tea 
plantation, I played the call and waited. Well, in reality, the wait was all of about 20 seconds, 
until an Indian Pitta responded by flying up out of the tea grove and landing on an open 
branch above us! 

BIRD OF THE DAY: SERENDIB SCOPS-OWL 
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Day 4… 

Kitulgala  

(Village & Makandawa Rain Forest) 

 

In some ways, this was the day before although in reverse. In the morning, we walked right 
out of the door of our hotel to go birding, checking the birdy plantations, gardens and woods 
around the village of Kitulgala; while in the afternoon we took the boat back to the rain forest 
on the far side of the Kelani River, in the hope of a few more endemics and maybe some night 
birds too. We enjoyed our own “Bridge on the River Kwai” in the morning, in the form of a 
swing bridge, which would have been easy going if we could have controlled the numerous 
fast-walking schoolchildren who would appear on the bridge, with quick effect to movement 
of the bridge, at a moment’s notice. The bridge offered great views looking back at our hotel, 
and of the setting for the movie. We walked steadily to a small patch of forest, (noting the 
endemic Yellow-fronted Barbet perched low en-route), which crucially, was dotted with 
stunted, dwarf bamboo, the haunt of one of the more difficult Sri Lanka endemics, the 
reclusive Green-billed Coucal. We had timed our visit for the first hour of daylight, for it is 
this time when the coucal can be more accommodating than for much of the time, being most 
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vocal, and often coming out into the open, before the real heat of the day kicks in. And so it 
proved; a little playback brought two birds into the open, for short periods, on several 
occasions, eventually bringing good views to most present (these were late reinforced with 
further, more prolonged, views of the species in Sinharaja). Once the coucals had retreated 
back into the undergrowth, as is their way, we heard the soft melodic tones of a Spot-
winged Thrush in song, coming from within a near, but narrow, strip of forest. Unlike the 
day before though, this bird was happy to sing from near ground level, coming in very close, 
and affording fantastic views. This area of Kitulgala regular rings with the sound of crowing 
Sri Lanka Junglefowl, which being left unpersecuted in the area, are happy to wander the 
gardens and tea plantations. As the loud crows came from close to the road, we tried to 
tempt the male across the track while we waited with binoculars poised. The plan worked 
perfectly, when a male of this spectacular pheasant species casually walked on to the track, 
and lingered there, as if to make sure we had all soaked in stunning plumage feature! While 
the coucal was undoubtedly the better find of the morning, there was no question as to which 
of the birds was the morning’s crowd pleaser thus far. 
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We returned to the area near the school, which had hosted a Golden-fronted Leafbird the 
day before, and again hosted the same gaudy male, to the joy of those who’d taken the 
previous afternoon off. While standing beside the school, we inadvertently lucked in on some 
cake from the local teachers, who were celebrating a special event at the school, and were 
happy for us to become part of it, if only in our ability to eat their cake heartily! For those with 
a wider slant than just birds, we hit a headline moment too, when a male Green Garden 
Lizard (photo, page 2), was noticed clasped to the side of a trunk. This is a stellar looking 
reptile at the worst of times, with its rich emerald green scaled body, but in certain 
temperatures and moods, the head flushes bright red, and on this sunny morning, the animal 
was in the mood to be a red head, which sent Sam’s and Andrew’s cameras into overdrive, 
such a choice photo moment it provided. We again returned to the same small teal plantation 
to check in on the Indian Pitta, as some who’d been there the day before yearned for 
photos of this Asian jewel, while others who were not present, prayed they had not left this 
stellar bird behind. They need not worry though, as the bird performed even better, perching 
on an open branch for longer, to allow for both snaps, and checks on lifelists to be achieved. 
Our return there was fortuitous, as it also brought us a super confiding trio of Brown-
capped Babblers, (photo page 14), and yet another endemic bird in the process. 
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Birding the more open, edge habitats of the village is great for easy visibility, although the 
birds tend to slow their activity quite early in the morning, due to their rapid exposure to the 
heat of the sun, on days like this. And so we returned to the hotel a little earlier for lunch, 
picking up Dark-fronted Babblers as we headed back, (photo page before). Over lunch, back 
the hotel, where we had quickly retreated to our air con rooms on our return, we got the only 
sighting of Common Hawk-Cuckoo (an endemic subspecies), for the few present, when it 
was taped in from the far side of the river, although did not perch for long, before diving back 
into deep cover, never to return. After the short ferry ride, we were back in the rain forest, 
post lunch, although this time with flashlights donned, ready for a late visit to try for some of 
the myriad other nightbirds in the reserve. Before night fell though we enjoyed a further male 
Malabar Trogon, tried, again, unsuccessfully for a calling Sri Lanka Spurfowl, and finally, 
found a group of woodpeckers sharing the same large dead trunk, which was found to 
contain both Black-rumped Flameback, and the endemic Crimson-backed 
Flameback (which would perhaps be better named Ivory-billed Flameback, in light of the 
fact the Sri Lankan race of Black-rumped also shares a crimson back!) As the sky darkened 
and the slow creep of dusk took over Vernon noticed a large lump perched in a tree beside 
the paddy field where we were stood, which was to be the first Brown Fish-Owl of the trip! 
Once darkness had fallen nearly completely we soon heard the Brown Boobook as hoped, 
and although we managed to find it perched in a tree, few details were present at that 
distance, in the twilight. Other nightbirds teased us as we walked out; Serendib Scops was 
heard, as was Sri Lanka Frogmouth (which was also seen very briefly too), before we 
returned to the hotel for some much needed sleep. 

BIRD OF THE DAY: SRI LANKA JUNGLEFOWL 
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Day 5… 

Kitulgala to Sinharaja 

With a long journey south to Sinharaja, another rain forest area in the Wet Zone, we had 
precious little time left in Kitulgala. In reality we had just a few targets left to chase there 
though, so we returned to a plantation to track down Large Cuckooshrike before we left, 
which we did. While there we also got further, though brief looks at Crimson-backed 
Flameback too. The journey to Sinharaja took us south through gem country, for Sri Lanka 
is famed as a source of high quality gems, and blue sapphires in particular. We arrived in 
Sinharaja  in time for a late lunch, and to observe a large tree with red blooms dotting the 
canopy beside the lodge, which attracted a flurry of birds like Sri Lanka Mynas sitting in 
the open (photo page before), Purple-rumped Sunbirds, Golden-fronted Leafbirds, 
and tiny Sri Lanka Hanging-Parrots too. After enjoying these we spent a leisurely late 
sunny afternoon walking a road that climbs steadily upwards, and gives great looks over the 
treetops of this open wooded area. This is especially good for getting the very best looks at 
parrots and barbets of the area; although we had seen most of them previously, there was no 
doubt, the outstanding looks we got here ranked highly among the group. 

Some of the trees were in fruit, bringing in a bounty of barbets, with Brown-headed and 
Yellow-fronted Barbets and a superb pair of Crimson-fronted (Ceylon Small) 
Barbets headlining. As 
the afternoon wore, and 
we gently walked 
higher, parrots were on 
the move, getting ever 
more vocal and active 
as late afternoon, and 
roosting time 
approached. This led to 
good views of some 
repeats, like Sri Lanka 
Hanging-Parrots and 
Layard’s Parakeets, 
but also a handful of 
beautiful Plum-headed 
Parakeets too. The 
walk will also be 
remembered for when 
we all finally caught up 
with Black-headed 
Cuckooshrike, which, 
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until that point had only been seen by some, (photo page before). Our luck continued to hold 
within the Wet Zone; we were yet to experience a drop of rain! 

BIRD OF THE DAY: CRIMSON-FRONTED (CEYLON SMALL) BARBET 

Day 6… 

Sinharaja Forest Reserve 

Sinharaja is one of the largest tracts of dense rain forest in Sri Lanka, and, as such, offers 
almost the entire set of endemic birds, most of which are confined to the rain forests of the 
Wet Zone. The nature of the forest differs slightly to that at Kitulgala, being slightly higher in 
elevation too (around 500-600m in the main park at Sinharaja, compared with around 80m at 
Kitulgala) and therefore this site holds not only many of the same species, but a swathe of 
extra species too, or is simply a better site for many of them. Thus, while we had seen some 
species at Kitulgala, like Malabar Trogon, but missed others like Sri Lanka Spurfowl, this site 
offered a back up site for both of these plus more. In order to access the Sinharaja Forest 
Reserve, we needed to split into smaller groups and take jeeps up the very rough road into 
the park, an adventure in itself! As we bumped and slid our way up the track, we entered into 
ever better, 
wet, forest, 
and the 
tension 
mounted 
for the 
tantalizing 
prospects, 
which this 
held for us. 
We left as it 
was getting 
light, but it 
was full 
light by the 
time we 
arrived, 
and 
registered 
at the 
visitor 
center. Yet 
this was 
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not to be our first stop. We then climbed back in the jeeps and bumped our way up to 
another, this time deserted, reserve center, for this is where we had our first avian 
appointment of the day. While most of the endemic birds (some 33 of them are currently 
recognized, although this list is surely set to increase, with a number of distinctive endemic 
subspecies on the island too), are refreshingly easy to find, with a little time and patience, 
and decent local knowledge, a few can be troublesome, and so some flexibility is worked into 
the itinerary, to allow for extra time, if needed to search for some of the trickier species.  

One of the potentially 
difficult endemics is the 
White-faced Starling, 
(photo page before), for 
which this site offered us 
the only chance of the 
tour. The strategy was to 
get to a lookout, where 
they are known to hang 
out at during the first 
hours of the morning, 
nice and early, to give us 
our best shot, at the first 
opportunity. This worked 
out very well; just a short 
time after arriving their 
staccato calls were 
heard, alerting us to 
their presence in the 
area. We began 
scanning the treetops, 

but did not need to for long, before a pair came in and landed in the tree we were standing 
alongside; job done! This was our main “stress” bird in terms of timing, and so we could now 
relax and make our way to the main trail on foot, where we hoped to find some large mixed 
flocks that could hold many of the remaining Wet Zone endemics, we were still looking for. 
We had not even made it to the main trail, and we bumped into just such a flock with Orange-
billed (Ceylon Rufous) Babbler, Sri Lanka Scimitar-Babbler, Sri Lanka (Crested) 
Drongo, and Ashy-headed Laughingthrush in its midst, the latter, three further key 
species falling by the wayside much quicker than anticipated, (photo above)! 
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Moving on to the main trail, we soon found another flock, although this time it had a canopy 
element to it, which was just what we were hoping for, as a large shape landed in the tree 
next to us, a superb Red-faced Malkoha, (photo left). This species is often very high within 

the tallest of the rainforest trees, and 
is a master at finding a spot just out of 
eyesight. Thus, when we had one low 
down, showing off its bright scarlet 
face patch to all so easily, we were 
very pleased indeed. Another male 
Malabar Trogon was not dismissed 
either, as each and every sighting of a 
bird that looks like this is worth a look! 
The day was going swimmingly, with 
some of the trickier species defying 
their difficult tag completely. 
However, we still had some major 
targets to go. One of them, ordinarily 
straightforward, proved 
uncharacteristically awkward; usually, 
Sri Lanka (Ceylon) Frogmouth, can be 
found somewhere along the track, at a 
day roost stake out. But, in spite of the 
determined searches of our local 
guide and our designated local 
tracker, we came up blank on that 
bird, and would have to put that on the 
menu for another day instead. As we 
worked our way along the trail we saw 
other bits of natural history though, 
with the endemic, well named, 
Kangaroo Lizard. 

 

Our main remaining quarry was the elusive Ceylon (Scaly) Thrush, a species known for 
its retiring nature, and with a deserved reputation as the toughest of all the endemic bird 
species.  After we arrived at the area where our search for this bird was to begin, we soon 
found the regular flock of habituated Sri Lanka Blue Magpies, (photo next page), which 
were major entertainment for both birders and photographers with their close approach. 
Once this was in the bag, there was only “one man left standing” as it were; we were now 
only looking for Ceylon (Scaly) Thrush in the reserve, and then we would be free to leave! 
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Thus, while we enjoyed the continued 
antics of the mob of magpies, Chaminda 
and I, and two trackers, headed off into 
the surrounding forest to find the thrush. 
We knew this could take some time, or 

even leave us empty-handed, so I warned the group to settle in for the long haul, and take 
their time enjoying the magpies, and the local pitcher plants (Nepenthes distillatoria, an 
endemic species), photo above, which peppered the edge of the clearing, while we searched 
for the most elusive denizen of Sinharaja (N.B. photo of plant NOT to scale with magpie!!!)… 

An hour and half went by, with no sign of Chaminda, who was clearly ever-widening his 
search. The traditional time for lunch came and went, before Chaminda then re-appeared; he 
had found a pair of thrushes along one of the trails. Lunch was to be delayed, but everyone 
was happy at that for the chance to see this master skulker. Chaminda walked us to his spot, 
where we found the thrushes were NOT present! Panic set in and Chaminda worked his 
magic, scouring the area closely, for this bird can hide under a six pence, and eventually he 
found a Ceylon (Scaly) Thrush feeding in a shady spot beneath a large rotting log, where 
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everyone got some kind of view. Not all of the views were good, as the bird was not always 
exposed, but some at least, in this large group, got decent looks through the ‘scope at this 
zoothera tossing leaves over its shoulder and stabbing at the earth for worms. Once the 
thrush had evaporated, as only zoothera thrushes seem able to do, we moved back to our 
waiting jeep and returned to our lodge for a very late lunch, by that time. After the rigors of a 
long day beating the trail in the reserve at Sinharaja, the group was happy to take a break 
around the lodge in the afternoon, where some enjoyed an ivory white male Asian 
Paradise-Flycatcher visiting the area where the lodge throws the old rice behind the 
hotel, and, at the close of business, we pulled in a Bay-breasted Cuckoo into the garden 
of the hotel too. The day finished after dinner for some, with an unsuccessful attempt to find 
the rare Sri Lanka Bay Owl, which was heard regularly but remained unseen; and leeches 
also attacked us for our efforts too!!! 

BIRD OF THE DAY: RED-FACED MALKOHA 
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Day 7… 

Sinharaja 

After our wonderful day in the park scoring almost all of our targets, we had few Wet Zone 
birds we had not yet seen, although there was one rather gaping gap within our list of 
endemic birds; Sri Lanka Spurfowl (photo, next page). This bird was traditionally famed 
for being the endemic that most tours left without, so difficult were the birds to get a good 
look at, being shy denizens of the forest floor. However, in recent years, a certain kitchen 
has played host to incredible scenes! In order to get there we, again, boarded our jeeps from 
the day before, as another rough road awaited! A local resident lives in a remote community 
where their house backs on to a patch of rich rain forest. Each day, as matter of routine, the 
occupants of the house scatter unwanted rice in their yard, and birds come to mop up after 
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them. The most regular, and numerous visitors are a group of Sri Lanka Junglefowl, 
(photo, page earlier), which duly appeared and proceeded to forage within a few meters of 
the group, like domestic fowl! (Although before even they had appeared, another Sri Lanka 
Blue Magpie appeared in a roadside tree as we were getting down from our jeeps). The 
spurfowl were, as expected, far more skittish than the junglefowl, coming in just the once, 
but still coming in close and well within photo range, as we watched from the confines of the 
small family kitchen! Also in attendance, periodically, was a single Spot-winged Thrush, 
oddly feeding around the pots and pans in the garden; while more furtive was a male Indian 
Blue Robin, which came out and fed at the forest edge every so often. 

 

While this area was outside the park, it is also very rich in birds, as proved by our very 
productive and enjoyable morning there. As time wore on, and it became clear the spurfowl 
were not interested in returning, we moved out of the kitchen and on to the road, where soon 
after a Sri Lanka Gray Hornbill, and a wonderfully co-operative Green-billed Coucal 
performed just out the front of the “spurfowl house”. This latter sighting provided an 
“upgrade” to some from their earlier viewing of the species in Kitulgala, and ensured we had 
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all enjoyed quality looks at this oft-tricky endemic cuckoo. The same area also held Sri 
Lanka Green Pigeon, and Sri Lanka Mynas too. 

 

While we had been elbow to elbow in the kitchen vying for looks at the spurfowl (which we all 
see very well), Chaminda did what he does best, went off in search of nightbirds! As we had 
missed out on the usually reliable Sri Lanka Frogmouths within the reserve, he felt the 
need to set that wrong right, and went to a few nearby stakeouts he had. He returned with 
several options out there, an easy walk to a pair he had found, or a difficult walk to another 
one he’d found? No contest really, we took the easy option, and enjoyed staring down the 
barrel of the frogmouth’s strange, and indeed frog-like, beak…The bird, or more accurately, 
birds, were an instant hit, their quirkiness endearing them to all, and giving many their very 
first ever frogmouth, (photo next page). 
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Birding our way slowly down the road, 
saved us some of the uncomfortable jeep 
ride, and also proved great birding; we 
found a flock that held three highly 
cooperative Sri Lanka Drongos, giving 
us the best possible looks (photo, page 
59); the same flock also held Dark-
fronted and Orange-billed 
Babblers, and another White-faced 
Starling, among others. While Chaminda 
and I checked in on a nesting Black-
throated Munia that we had found while 
scouting the area immediately before the 
tour, which thankfully was still very much 
in nesting mode, regularly coming to and 
fro from its nest cavity, within an old dead 
palm trunk. We also scored some 
fantastic looks at a Grizzled Giant 
Lizard lazing in a tree too. 

In the afternoon, we took it easy, with 
most of our targets in the bag, checking 
for raptors near our lodge (which 
included the nesting Crested Hawk-
Eagle, which simply would not shut up 

during our time there!), but also included a short flyby from Legge’s Hawk-Eagle that left us 
all hoping we would see more of this regional endemic later on the trip. Walking right out 
from our lodge, we took in a flurry of great birds: Sri Lanka Green-Pigeon, Plum-headed 
Parakeet, and wintering Brown Shrike. We also tried for a Slaty-legged Crake, in a local 
garden, which, failed to show sadly. Although we did get an Indian Pitta for our troubles! 

BIRD OF THE DAY: SRI LANKA (CEYLON) FROGMOUTH 

Day 8… 

Sinharaja to Udawalawe 

As we were due to move on out of the Wet Zone today, we had just a short time left to explore 
the Sinharaja area. Thus, some of us decided to try again for Slaty-legged Crake, which 
although it responded to tape, only showed to Chaminda and Sam very briefly, before 
disappearing into the shadows. 
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While the rest of the group took it easy before moving on out, we also checked the garden 
“stake out” for the same crake species, but again came up blank. However, the garden did 
yield pucker looks at the same Indian Pitta bouncing around next to their own rice trash 
pile (photo right), as well as another confiding, and final, Spot-winged Thrush of the trip. 
Other birds we saw 
before we moved out, 
included both Nutmeg 
Mannikin (Scaly-
breated Munia), and 
our final Black-
throated Munia of the 
trip. We also noted the 
adult Crested Hawk-
Eagle, again, standing 
sentry, beside its now 
empty nest close to the 
lodge, saw another 
Greater Coucal, and 
Sri Lanka Gray 
Hornbill, while hoping 
for the crake, but 
enjoying the pitta, and 
also got our final looks 
at the endemic Black-
capped Bulbul for the 
tour. Some, who stayed 
back at the lodge in our 
final few hours birding 
there, gaped at the 
splendid white male 
Asian Paradise-
Flycatcher, at his 
regular, though 
intermittent, spot; the 
lodge “rubbish dump”! The entire group was reunited again for our late breakfast, before we 
packed up and left our Wet Zone base behind.  

From there we traveled east into the Dry Zone, where I assured the group leeches would now 
be a thing of the past, (although they seemed not to believe me, all the same). By lunchtime 
we had arrived at our new, and luxurious hotel, in sharp contrast to the lodge at Sinharaja, 
which though comfortable is a simple lodge, but the best available. The statues of elephants 
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out front belied its close proximity to 
Udawalawe National Park, our next 
day’s destination, and the premier 
elephant park in the country. The 
hotel, in the city of Embilipitiya, sits on 
the edge of a large reservoir, or 
“tank”, as they are known in Sri Lanka, 
which provided a lifer right from the 
lunch table: Spot-billed Pelican. 
During lunch Chaminda and Sam had 
checked the hotel grounds for a 
roosting pair of Indian Scops-Owls, 
which we duly found, and showed to 
the rest of the group, just before we 
departed for our afternoon birding, 
just outside Udawalawe National 
Park… 

We had not even reached there, when 
a fearless adult Crested Serpent-
Eagle, was pointed out sitting on a 
roadside power pole (photo left), while 
traffic streamed by below along the 
main highway! Being our first period 
of birding in Sri Lanka’s Dry Zone, and 
our first visit to a large wetland area in 
this region, birds came thick and fast, 
and people were calling out birds left, 
right and center. It was a dizzy time, 

as birds were everywhere, in sharp contrast to our time in the rain forest, where birds take 
their merry time to show up! The wet areas held Black-headed Ibis, Eurasian 
Spoonbills sweeping their bills side-to-side in their typical foraging action, 3 species of 
Cormorant (Great, Indian and Little), and several storks too, with Asian Openbill and 
Painted Stork both present, as well as Lesser Whistling-Duck. Kingfishers also 
featured; in addition to the ever-present White-throated Kingfisher, were both Pied and 
Common Kingfishers too. Our arrival in a wet area was perhaps best highlighted by our 
heron list for the afternoon, comprising 8 species. The grassy edges and scrub around the 
wetland played host to non-waterbirds too; Indian Peafowls prowled the grasses, a very 
common, if spectacular, species in this region of Sri Lanka, and Jerdon’s Bushlark was 
found singing from an overhead cable. 
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After checking the wetland for a 
while, we took a slow stroll through 
the scrub on the opposite side of the 
road, where sparse trees also hosted 
some key birds. We were after the 
only Sri Lankan endemic bird which 
prefers the Dry Zone, Sri Lanka 
(Ceylon) Woodshrike, which 
proved relatively easy to find, and 
flew into a tree close to us, after only 
a short search. An Iora was then 
noticed feeding in the canopy of a 
tree, which, after revealing 
considerable white in the tail, was 
found to be a female of the scarce 
Marshall’s Iora, a great early score! 
This species was only fairly recently 
discovered in Sri Lanka at all, and is 
generally considered an uncommon 
species, relative to the aptly named 
Common Iora, which was also seen 
that afternoon too. It was while some 
of us were observing the Marshall’s 
Iora that Vernon’s immortal words 
were heard: “What is this starling?!” 
Sam and Chami turned to be faced 
with a flock of Daurian (Purple-
backed) Starlings perched in some close trees, (Photo above). This is a vagrant species to 
Sri Lanka, and was a lifebird for the whole group and Chaminda too, in spite of his 15 years of 
birding experience in the country. This was, obviously, completely unexpected, and all too 
soon, these migrant birds (five in the group in all), moved on, never to be seen again to our 
knowledge, in spite of the fact that Chaminda alerted the Sri Lanka birding community. A 
beautiful male Purple Sunbird was more predictable, but no less popular, as it’s iridescent 
plumage glowed in the late afternoon sun. 
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After our delayed 
time in this our, 
caused, largely, by 
the shock arrival of 
the group of 
starlings, we 
needed to move off 
quickly to squeeze 
in one more site 
before nightfall. A 
little further down 
the road, we visited 
an area of tanks, 
very rich in birds. 
While beautiful 

Coppersmith 
Barbets and more 
Purple Sunbirds 
lit up the trees 
alongside, we 
checked out a 
small, noisy, reed-

filled tank, where the noise was revealed to come from a mob of excited male Streaked 
Weavers, (photo above), busy nest building and displaying to any passing female that 
wandered vaguely into view. Moving onto a larger, nearby, tank swamped with Lilly pads, we 
soon found what we were looking for, or indeed, more accurately, a number of what we were 
looking for: Pheasant-tailed Jacanas, all in resplendent breeding plumage. This was 
quickly elevated to bird-of-the-day, even if it did sneak into the reckoning just moments 
before our birding closed for the day. As dusk approached fast, two avian spectacles took 
over our sights; firstly a noisy fracas was caused from the gathering of some 30-40 Malabar 
Pied Hornbills, gathering in some near pines to roost, quite a sight, and quite a sound; and 
then, a steady stream of Rose-ringed Parakeets filled the skies as they rocketed past on 
their way to roost in great numbers, their lime green bodies reflected in the water of the 
tanks below; a great end to our first bumper crop of Dry Zone species. 

BIRD OF THE DAY: PHEASANT-TAILED JACANA 
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Day 9… 

Udawalawe NP & Kalametiya 

 

This was our first full day in the Dry Zone, and what a “belter” it was! We started out by taking 
a jeep ride from our hotel into Udawalawe National Park for the morning; then, in the 
afternoon, as we traveled deeper south towards the tank-side city of Tissamaharama 
(“Tissa”), we visited Kalamatiya, an area of coastal lagoons, grasses and mangroves. The 
park of Udawalawe is most famed for its large populations of Asian Elephants (photo 
above) with sightings nearly guaranteed there. So you can imagine our surprise that come 
late into our game drive we were still elephant-less! In reality, most of the group had not 
noticed, as it was a smashing jeep drive, packed with close ups of many fantastic birds, so it 
would have been easy to forget the absence of the “large, gray, one” from our trip list. 
However, in the end, as we were heading back from our jeep drive, heading steadily towards 
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the exit, a herd of the gently giants literally came across our path, causing us to halt our 
journey as they moved on by, with a young calf in tow.  

 

Our time in the park was punctuated with regular raptor sightings; the most commonly seen 
being a handful of very confiding, and photogenic Crested Hawk-Eagle, including several 
young birds standing sentry and peering for prey below from their elevated perches, (photo 
above). Black-shouldered (winged) Kite, Crested Serpent-Eagle, Shikra, 
Brahminy Kite, and Gray-headed Fish-Eagle all featured during our morning jeep drive 
in the park too. Udawalawe also saw us capture out first lithe Oriental Darter, and one of 
the only Little Ringed Plovers of the entire tour. Our time in the park was perhaps most 
popular for the half dozen or so Orange-breasted Green-Pigeons seen, which is a 
stunning member of that group and much appreciated by this group. However, that was 
pipped to the post for bird-of-the-day, by a more elusive denizen of the leaf litter, Orange-
headed Thrush, which afforded most, though unfortunately not all, views, during a short 
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stop where we were permitted to leave the sanctuary of the jeep and stretch our legs for a 
while. In between these quality birds was a rather more imposing bird, a Brown Fish-Owl, 
(photo below), staring at us with contempt from its trackside roost site. On the way out from 
the park, as well as the elephants, we also had a couple of Woolly-necked Storks pass 
overhead, which ended up being the sole sighting of the trip. 

However, probably the standout 
sighting in Udawalawe was a young 
Leopard that at least one jeep got 
cracking looks at, before it 
descended to ground level, and 
evaporated into the undergrowth. 
This was a notable sighting as our 
local guide, who’d been covering this 
tour for some 15 years, had never 
seen one in this park! A visit to 
Kalametiya in the afternoon ensured a 
packed day for shorebirds, and we 
saw 20 different species by the close 
of business, including the scarce 
Spotted Redshank, a showy Pin-
tailed Snipe, a huge cluster of 
Black-tailed Godwits, or first 
handful of Yellow-wattled 
Lapwings, and both Indian Thick-
knee (photo above), and Great 
Thick-knee. Also in attendance in 
this area were Garganeys and 
Northern Pintails, Eurasian 
Spoonbill, and both Caspian and 
White-winged Terns. In the evening 
we traveled to our next hotel, also 
looking over a vast body of water, and 
close to the country’s flagship park, 

Yala, our destination for the following day… 

 

BIRD OF THE DAY:  

ORANGE-HEADED THRUSH 
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Day 10… 

Yala National Park 

Situated in the far southeast of the island, Yala, is the country’s most popular park, due in no 
small part to possessing the highest density of Leopards in the World. What this means is 
that any visitor who spends a day in the Yala has a very good chance of encountering 
Leopard in one form or another. The densities of Leopards in Yala are exceptional, and never 
seen anywhere in Africa, where, perhaps due to significant numbers of other large predators 
and cats around on that continent, the Leopards there occupy much larger home ranges, 
with far fewer animals in a given area. However, while Leopards are the major reason to 
come to Yala, it would be unfair to think of the park as a “one track pony”, far from it. As 
birders we have plenty of other reasons to be there, as birds are simply everywhere, and we 
spent a very productive day watching birds in the park. The abundance of Leopard prey was 
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obvious, with Spotted Deer (Chital) being prominent in the park, as well as Boar and 
Sambar too. One of the most conspicuous birds in Yala was the Indian Peafowl, with a 
male in full, extravagant display mode, being a major highlight of not only the day, but the 
tour as a whole, (photo below).  

 

The early period of the day saw us run into several other mammals also, with Ruddy 
Mongooses scampering along the rough road that dissects this section of the park, and a 
lone Golden Jackal also using the road as a byway too. A single Gray-bellied Cuckoo 
was seen in the park, to bolster our earlier sightings, the day before in Udawalawe. This part 
of the island, being coastal, is an important stopping off point for wintering shorebirds, and 
Yala is no exception. By the end of our day there we had amassed some 20 different 
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species of shorebird, some of which were winterers, and others resident birds. These 
included 2 Small Pratincoles, several Pin-tailed Snipes, the endemic race of Kentish 
Plover, several imposing Great Thick-knees, a horde of Yellow-wattled Lapwings (a 
common shorebird in Sri Lanka’s Dry Zone), and Curlew Sandpipers and Little Stints. 
The day had a real African safari feel, even if we were on the Indian Subcontinent, with plenty 
of non-avian counterparts encountered through the day, including Gray Tufted Langurs 
that frolicked in the treetops and played on the rocks; and Wild Asian Water Buffalos, 
which wallowed in the park’s muddy ponds; all seen among a mammal list of 11 species for 
our time in Yala. A final mammal for the day was found while searching for nightjars within 
the park’s buffer zone, when an Indian Hare appeared in the road. During our morning at 
least one of our 3 jeeps were gifted an early Leopard sighting, as an animal strolled across 
an open area, if only briefly, before melting back into Yala’s dense underlayer.   
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Jeep drives in Sri Lanka’s Dry Zone are a lot of fun for photographers in the groups, as birds 
like bee-eaters and storks make for regular, close subjects through the day. This was no 
exception; the super tame Green and Blue-tailed Bee-eaters being a real crowd 
favorite, as were the abundant and approachable Painted Storks and Asian Openbills. 
(photo, page before). The park comprises groves of woodland, punctuated by wet areas, 
some large lakes and lagoons, while others are mere wallows, or ponds, while the vast 
majority of Yala is made up of hilly areas, with rocks and a dense scrubby layer covering it 
all. As we drove around the park, we finally picked up a major target bird, Blue-faced 
Malkoha, which most, if not all saw, during its short showing, an attractive cuckoo, which 
was high on our target list for our game drives in the Dry Zone. Above the treetops Crested 
Treeswifts glided gracefully on scythe-like wings; while below the scrubby bushes Indian 
Robins regularly appeared, with tails cocked revealing their burnt red vents; a handful of 
Orange-breasted Green Pigeons foraged in the morning sunlight, the male’s breasts 
glowing with the sun’s warmth revealing their vividness; and a couple of powder pink 
Eurasian Hoopoes bounded up on broad pied wings. While it was not new, we also got 
further quality looks at a Sri Lanka Woodshrike beside the jeeps too, (photo below).  
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Half a dozen or so Pied (Jacobin) Cuckoos were also spotted in the park, and a small 
huddle of Indian Silverbills; while around the wet areas several large Marsh (Mugger) 
Crocodiles lurked with menacing intent, and several Spot-billed Pelicans loafed in the 
shallows, (photo below). At a sobering lunch stop, at the site of one of the most devastating 
landfalls of the Boxing Day Tsunami of 2004 (which took the lives of over 35,000 people in Sri 
Lanka), we also enjoyed close ups of a Land Monitor.  

 

In the afternoon, we dropped into an area where we could stretch our legs outside the jeeps, 
where some, though frustratingly not all, got looks at a White-rumped Shama, which 
perhaps possesses the most beautiful song of all Sri Lankan birds. In the afternoon, we 
visited a small colony of Baya Weavers, where males were present, touching up their latest 
hanging creations; and also got cracking looks at a young male Asian Koel, (photo next 
page), which was so popular that it was voted the bird of the day; high praise indeed on a day 
with in excess of 100 species! 
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As the day wore on we knew our 
chances for the crepuscular Leopard 
were on the increase, and so 
tensions in the jeeps increased with 
each passing moment, without a 
leopard! We did though see a handful 
of Malabar Pied Hornbills 
gathering in the treetops, pre-roost, 
before suddenly, visible excitement 
in a jeep just up front of us, caused 
ripples of similar excitement through 
our jeeps too. Sam’s driver grinned 
and exhaled the words “Leopard” at 
us; (photo, next page). The first jeep 
was in the best position to see the 
head of the Leopard lazing among 
the lantana plants, which largely hid 
the animals except for its head. A 
short time later the Leopard was on 
the move before, strangely being 
scared up a tree by a passing boar! 
At the end of a long, though 
thoroughly rewarding day inside the 
park, we left with dusk taking over 
the night sky, and stopped off just 
outside the core park area, where 
we hoped to find one or two 

nightjars. We began by hearing the smaller of the two co-habiting nightjars in the area, 
Indian Nightjar. A quick burst of its call from the I-pod, saw the bird very conveniently 
flying in and landing on a roadside post in full, fantastic, view. We had only started minutes 
earlier and we had already ogled one of our target nightjars well. We switched to the larger 
species, which had been calling for a few minutes a little further back; played the call of 
Jerdon’s Nightjar, and were immediately faced with this bird flying around our heads! It 
felt like two minutes, two nightjars, and could not have been very far off this at all. It was a 
fitting end to a thrilling day, where over 100 species were recorded, making it the single 
most productive day for birds of the tour, not to mention the mammal horde too, plus a 
handful of herps, and a bounty of butterflies too. 

BIRD OF THE DAY:  

ASIAN KOEL 
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Day 11… 

Tissa & Bundala National Park 

We left before breakfast (although, of course, not without a pre-dawn cup of tea before 
leaving!), in order to visit a site for a very special bird, which is best found shortly after dawn, 
as it is known to roost in the area. Within just a short drive of our Tissa  hotel we walked into 
an area of Coconut Palms, on the edge of a large tank. Moments after dawn a pair of 
woodpeckers flew in and landed on the trunk of a leaning palm: White-naped 
Woodpecker, our main target for the morning, was not meant to be quite that easy! Our 
other main avian target we were hoping for was a waterbird that is also easier found early in 
the day, and so we soon moved in the direction of the tank, only stopping again to admire the 
pair of White-naped Woodpeckers, which had by now moved into a tank-side dead tree, 
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as well as the scarce Thick-billed Flowerpecker perched atop a neighboring tree. The t 
tree holding the woodpeckers was soon branded “The Magic Tree”, and for good reason. In 
spite of holding no fruit, no flowers, for it really was nothing more than a large, and very 
dead, tree, it was a magnet for birds. Over the course of the next 30 minutes its branches 
were graced by no less than 15 different species of birds! (Among them: Asian Openbill, 
Little Cormorant, the pair of handsome White-naped Woodpeckers, a beautiful pair of 
Jerdon’s Leafbirds, (photo below), a handful of Coppersmith Barbets, the odd 
Brown-headed Barbet, an affectionate family of Rose-ringed Parakeets, Sri Lanka 
Woodshrike, a gaudy male Common Iora, and a White-browed Fantail).  

While we watched on, gob-smacked, 
at the procession of birds seemingly 
attracted to a tree with nothing to 
offer them but a perch, Chaminda 
had been scouring the lily-pad 
choked tank for our other main 
quarry, and had seen one dive into 
cover. We were alerted and moved 
to another spot to look over the tank, 
and to where he thought it may have 
come to ground. We furiously 
scanned the Lilly pads for signs of 
any movement, or signs of our bird 
peeking out from cover, when Sam 
spotted it, a Watercock with its 
head exposed above the vegetation. 
We soon had it scoped up and were 
all taking in this easy-to-miss 
species. We spent two sessions 
around the tank that morning, and 
also racked up plenty of other birds, 
like Spot-billed Pelicans, 
Oriental Darters, several Yellow 
and Black Bitterns, a wonderful 

Shikra perched on a roadside wire, as well as an equally cooperative Stork-billed 
Kingfisher noticed by Heather, in the nick of time, perched alongside our bus for the best 
views ever, (photo next page)!!! We also got cracking looks at both White-bellied Sea-
Eagle and Brahminy Kites passing low overhead, as the first thermals of the day allowed. 
Other morning highlights included some showy Black-rumped Flamebacks, and another 
Tricolored Munia to add to the trip list. However, aside from the woodpecker and 
watercock, there was one clear highlight around the tank at Tissa, and that was the splendid 
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Pheasant-tailed Jacanas, which not only gave fantastic looks prowling among the 
lilypads on the tank, but also calling their strange bubbling breeding calls on a regular basis, 
making for great sights and sounds to the morning (see photo, page 4). We also stopped in 
on a massive roost of Indian Flying-Foxes, which provided photos, and entertainment, 
mixed in with some rather unpleasant odors too! 

We retreated back to our Tissa hotel for 
another tasty, and spicy, lunch, although 
did not have as long a break as planned as 
we visited the prominent Buddhist temple 
in town to admire the Buddhist paintings 
(adorned regularly with birds and animals), 
before we took an afternoon trip into 
Bundala National Park…While the 
coastal park of Bundala does not have the 
game of the other parks we had already 
visited (Udawalawe and Yala), it is still 
incredibly birdy, with scrub and sparse 
woodland holding plenty of songbirds, 
while ponds, lagoons, and salt pans pepper 
the reserve too, making it especially rich in 
waterbirds and shorebirds. For the latter 
group it has been designated a RAMSAR 
site, in recognition of its importance as a 
site for shorebirds, both wintering, and 
resident. We had precious few hours in the 
park, and so hurried around chalking up 
new species like Little Grebe (or 
Dabchick), Eurasian Moorhen, and 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler in the 
process, but also enjoying quality repeats 
of birds like Green and Blue-tailed 
Bee-eaters perched a mere arm’s length 

from our jeeps (see photo on next page), to the joy of those brandishing cameras. 
Grasslands were dotted with thick-knees of both species (Great and Indian), and all three 
larks Sri Lankan larks were represented that afternoon: Jerdon’s Bushlark, which had 
been prominent in previous days, but proper looks at Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark were 
very much appreciated, as well as our first, confiding Oriental Skylarks, a catch up bird, 
after we had surprisingly missed it at Yala the day before. With the group split between 3 
jeeps there were sometimes some catch up birds that one or two jeeps had managed to see 
previously, ad this was the case with Yellow-crowned Woodpecker, which finally fell to 
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many of the remaining people who had previously missed this species in Udawalawe. 
Mammals are much less prominent in this park relative to Yala, although we did see both 
Toque Macaque and Gray Tufted Langur, and several Ruddy Mongoose, as well as a 
late Indian Hare, as we were heading out from the park with dusk falling. We also saw some 
species that were scarce and only seen once or twice on this tour while in Bundala, like a 
superb male Marshall’s Iora (we had previously only seen a female), and a lone Black-
shouldered Kite,  (the latter only one of two seen on the entire trip).  

 

Some of the species that seemed to have been a constant companion over the past few days 
within the game parks were also present like the numerous Oriental (Paddyfield) Pipits, 
and Painted Storks and Asian Openbills, the latter of which seemed to regularly adorn 
jeepside pools. We also got some cracking looks at Pin-tailed Snipes feeding on some 
muddy edges, although in spite of much effort to plug gaps like Lesser Adjutant and Barred 
Buttonquail, these two species remained unseen until the bitter end. With time waning we 
fled for the saltpans and the masses of birds dotting them, for a cracking end to the day. As 
we hurried to the pans, fearing we would never do them justice (which was a justified 
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concern, as the sheer number of birds makes it difficult to cover them in such a short visit), 
we found the only Eurasian Curlew of the trip (photo, next page), and also found a 
Striated Heron (a scarce species on this tour), fishing pan-side. Vast numbers of birds 
littered the pans, and we scoured them vigorously for anything unusual or we were missing. 
Some 25 species of shorebird were seen by the close of business, including a lone Red-
necked Phalarope seen by one jeep, a trio of Common Ringed Plovers, which were the 
only sightings of the tour for this scarce shorebird, and we also saw Little Ringed Plover, 
plentiful Marsh Sandpipers, Common Redshanks, Curlew Sandpipers, Little Stints, 
and a few Sanderlings too. The area was also good for terns, with six species recorded 
before failing light prompted us to drive back out from the pans for the exit, seeing a Star 
Tortoise wandering slowly across the road as we moved towards the exit. A brief, final try 
for Barred Buttonquail did not produce the ‘quail, but did produce an Indian Pitta hopping 
along the side of the track, and as dusk deepened, an Indian Nightjar dropped on to the 
road in front of our waiting jeeps! Finally we exited the reserve, and returned to our 
comfortable lakeside hotel in Tissa.  

 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Sri Lanka: January 2015 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

45 

After the checklist, and 
yet more quality Sri 
Lankan food to 
invigorate our taste 
buds, most of the group 
were keen to try for an 
owl close to our hotel. 
We had tried for Jungle 
Owlet at two sites 
earlier in the day for this 
diurnal and crepuscular 
species, with some 
muffled, distant 
callbacks from the bird 
being all we had to show 
for it. Chaminda’s 
suggested, nighttime 
strategy paid off 
perfectly though. Just a 
short burst of playback 
caused an excited 
response from the owl in 
some gardens closeby, 
and with some twisting 
turning, and running 
back and forth, the 
spotlight was soon 
planted on this stumpy 
owl as it called back 
from the treetops. It 
shifted it’s position a few 
times, causing both 

guide and some of the group some initial panic, before it settled down, and so did we, once 
everyone had managed to get stellar looks at it. While we waited for the bus to return to pick 
us up, post Jungle-Owlet, we heard the call of an Indian Scops-Owl nearby too, and Sam 
and Chaminda (being owl aficionados) could not resist trying for it too, in spite of the fact we 
had seen them already very well during the daytime in Embilipitiya. Again, this owl was super 
cooperative, and we were soon all staring back at this squat owl glaring straight back at us 
with that classic menace that only owls seem to possess, (photo above)! 

BIRD OF THE DAY: JERDON’S LEAFBIRD 
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Day 12… 

Tissamaharama to Nuwara Eliya 

We started out in the hot sweaty lowlands around Tissa, before leaving this behind, after our 
3-night stay in the area, and then moved up into the hill country and the town of Nuwara 
Eliya. Nuwara Eliya literally translates as “City of Light”, but the town also has a nickname of 
“Little England”, as the climate and appearance of this agricultural city are said to resemble 
that country too. The cooler temperatures and regular does of rain in this area certainly 
seem more akin to England than much of the rest of Sri Lanka, which is low lying, hot and 
humid, and very tropical relative to the vegetable and tea growing hill country. 

 

We began our day just a short distance from our hotel, overlooking the edge of the large tank 
on which our hotel was situated. The reedy edges of the tank were our focus, a short time 
after dawn, as this was where we hoped to find some further waterbirds. While we waited, 
we re-acquainted ourselves with many familiar species, of our time in the Dry Zone, many of 
which were seen for the final time that morning: Pied Kingfisher, Indian and Great 
Thick-Knees, Coppersmith and Brown-headed Barbets, Ashy and Plain Prinias, 
and Tricolored Munia among them. 
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An Indian Gray 
Mongoose was also found 
in the area too, as was a 
strikingly patterned 
dragonfly, the Pied 
Parasol, to keep us 
occupied as we waited for 
our quarry, (photo left). 
While the hoped for Slaty-
breasted Rail never did 
show, after a time the other 
target, Ruddy-breasted 
Crake, did emerge from its 
reedy hiding place, and 
showed on and off for some 
time, but was brief in its 
appearances leaving many, 

initially, frustrated. However, with patience, we all managed to get good looks at this reddish 
bird creeping along the reedy edge. Streaked Weaver was also seen there too, as was a few 
Clamorous Reed-Warblers, before we again, revisited another area alongside the vast 
Tissa tank, hoping to re-find the White-naped Woodpecker for those who had opted out that 
activity the day before. The woodpecker was not home, but we did see some final bright 
emerald green Jerdon’s Leafbirds, and more than half a dozen Pheasant-tailed 
Jacanas too. After packing up at the hotel in readiness to depart for the hill country, we 
finally left Tissa behind, although not before stopping in on a lily pad choked channel of the 
tank that held six Cotton Pygmy-Geese, as hoped quietly feeding among the flowering 
lilies. That was to be our final bird in Tissa before we made our way north, and upwards into 
the hill country… 

We arrived in “Little England” in readiness for a late lunch, with Pied Bushchats right on 
the doorstep of our homely hotel, styled in the chic of the large, lakeside, bungalows that the 
British adopted during the colonial period. It was quickly evident that our time here would 
included a ready supply of fresh vegetables, with such items as carrots, potatoes and others 
growing all around our hotel. After lunch, and admiring the various bird-related art adorning 
our hotel, we moved on up into the hills behind our hotel, where we hoped to find some of the 
highland endemics we were still in need of. The distinctly cooler climate was welcome after 
much of the tour seeming to be spent in a pressure cooker! As we walked a road in a quiet 
area of native montane forest mixed with introduced Australian Eucalypt, we heard our first 
flock, and quickly acquainted ourselves with the most regular flock member in these parts, 
the chunky Sri Lanka (Ceylon) White-eye, (photo next page). As expected this was the 
most numerous species in the flocks roaming the area, although we also were quick to lock 
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on to the wonderful Yellow-eared Bulbul sharing the same feeding party, a really stunning 
endemic species that can be found illustrated on the 5000 Rupiah note; so we felt we knew it 
well by this stage, in spite of this being the first sighting of the tour!  

 

 Then we tried another tried and tested method for finding some of the scarcer birds; we 
visited a local trash pile, which was attracting a variety of species, including our first 
Kashmir Flycatcher (even if it was a dull female bird that was not greeted with any kind of 
fanfare as a result!), another, very confiding Sri Lanka (Ceylon) Scimitar-Babbler, 
Cinereous Tit, a female Indian Blue Robin, and, finally, the star find of the afternoon, the 
scarce and reclusive Sri Lanka (Ceylon) Whistling-Thrush, one of which repeatedly 
visited the trash pile, giving all good looks at this female bird. Our first afternoon session in 
the hill country was going much better than could be expected, and the weather, in this 
frequently rainy area, was holding too. And so what more to do than move on to another area 
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of trash and sewage, where we were taken to another remarkable Chaminda stakeout, this 
time for Legge’s Hawk-Eagle. This species had been glimpsed gliding above our lodge in 
Sinharaja, but the views were so short that few had marked it on their checklists. Thus, this 
species was essentially still missing from the trip list. However, just minutes after we arrived 
at Chaminda’s spot he proclaimed he had it perched, and proceeded to prove it by lining it up 
in the scope for all; fantastic! Some grumblings were made by some (i.e. Vernon), as he 
could not see the crucial front end of the bird, which is the most easy part to ID it from, but 
through some personal re-positioning, then some re-positioning of the bird, and some luck, 
we all managed to get good looks at the bird from every necessary angle, leaving all 
thoroughly satisfied. As we left the site that day, we lucked in on a Ceylon (Scaly) Thrush, 
which hopped up onto an open branch, and gave the few present at the time a cracking look 
at this elusive species. Another final trip addition came I the form of a spritely Gray-headed 
Canary-Flycatcher nearby. By the end of the walk, and the afternoon, the significant rise 
in altitude (to near 1900m/6250ft) was evident in the distinctly cooler air than we had been 
used to thus far, and some were regretting not having our extra layer at hand, before getting 
back to the vehicle. However, those who hurried off, were quickly called back; Chaminda 
had another stakeout up his sleeve, and this time reptilian, not avian; a wonderful Rhino-
horn Lizard was found in a local garden, a strange endemic lizard with an odd horn 
protruding from its nose! A great close to the day, especially for the herpers in the group like 
Andrew and Heather in particular, who were visibly thrilled! Next up was somewhere 
potentially colder still…the heady heights of Horton Plains National Park…. 

 

BIRD OF THE DAY: YELLOW-EARED BULBUL 

 

 

 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Sri Lanka: January 2015 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

50 

Day 13… 

Horton Plains & Victoria Park 

Horton Plains was the highest site visited on the tour, at 2300m/7550ft. What this means is 
that the vegetation and climate were markedly different from almost everything experienced 
beforehand. This is the day that the guides fear, and look forward to the most, all at once! 
Fear? Because, the weather can deal a serious low blow, and can make this day unpleasant 
for all; Look forward to? Because, the scenery is the very best that Sri Lanka has to offer, 
and this alone, makes it a must see site, not even taking into account the final highland 
endemic birds we were seeking. We were exceedingly lucky; the dawn emerged bright and 
clear, and we were gifted a day of endless blue skies, and a high sun beaming down on us 
overhead, giving us perfect views of the famous landscape of the park, which draws so many 
tourists there, due to its unquestionable beauty. 
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We drove up the narrow road to Horton Plains mostly in darkness, and finally arrived on site, 
and were soon aware of the plummet in the temperatures compared to what we had 
experienced thus far. This was true hat and glove weather, and some of us were 
inadequately prepared. This caused some to sprint for the first sun patch that was available, 
so different was the temperature offered by the odd ray of sunshine! We rested by a small 
pond surrounded by the vivid scarlet blooms of the native Rhododendrons. A flock eventually 
came through, which held not only several further Gray-headed Canary-Flycatchers, 
but also the only Sri Lanka Bush-Warbler of the trip. It came through stealthily, and 
almost passed by unnoticed, but it then appeared suddenly, and very close, giving all 
present a super look at an often difficult 
species. The area around the pond was 
alive with birds in the first hour post-dawn; 
along with these species were Greenish 
Warbler, Blyth’s Reed-Warbler, 
Cinereous Tit, and regular sightings of 
the common Sri Lanka White-eye. 
However, in spite of some distant muffled 
songs, we were still lacking our final 
endemic of the tour, the unfairly named 
Dull-blue Flycatcher. And so we walked 
along the road, admiring the scenery, and 
getting some flybys of Sri Lanka 
(Ceylon) Woodpigeon, a difficult bird to 
see perched. Finally, the melodic call of a 
Dull-blue Flycatcher was heard close 
(photo right), and we soon drew the bird 
roadside, where we could all see that to 
name it thus was a little inaccurate, 
considering it’s far from dull plumage. 32 
endemics had now been seen, the magic 
number, with that number being the 
currently recognized full amount. With all of the endemics seen, we had another species on 
our target list, which thus far had eluded us on this day, which was to be our main chance of 
the species. While we had seen all the recognized endemic species, there is another that 
makes a good case for full species status, the kinnisii Sri Lankan race of Indian Blackbird, 
(photo next page).  Unlike its mainland counterpart in southern India, the sexes are similar, 
and the calls are different too. Thus, it would seem a shoe in for future endemic species 
status. And so, we simply had to see it! 
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We took a walk to the main 
attraction at Horton Plains, the 
World’s End, a deep valley, 
visible from a spectacular 
lookout. The trail to this stunning 
landscape feature was a 3km 
walk each way, but everyone was 
keen to do it; the weather was 
pleasant, and the scenery 
already spectacular. While we 
walked along the trail we tried 
the call of the blackbird, once we 
had entered the forest, and, at 
the first attempt, a bird came in 
and sang beside us! From then 
on, with all major targets in the 
bag, we could simply enjoy the 
surroundings we were in, which 
were the most scenic of the 
entire tour. We worked our way 
up to first the “Little World’s 
End”, and for some at least, we 
also continued on to the “Big” 

World’s End. Both 
were spectacular 
in their own right, 
with the mini-
version, seeing 
us looking down 
at a sheer drop of 

some 
300m/1250ft, 

while the “main” 
World’s End 
featuring a drop 
of 1135m/3700ft. 
Those who 
walked the extra 
700m to the 
larger version 
were also 
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rewarded with a remarkably tame Dusky Palm-Squirrel (an endemic mammal, photo page 
before), as well as the only Peregrine sighting of the tour. On the way back we hit some 
flocks, which held Orange Minivet, and a stunning Velvet-fronted Nuthatch that 
dropped onto the trail in front of Sam and Andrew for gob-smacking views of this wonderful 
bird. On the open plains on the way out of the World’s End, we noted several Pied 
Bushchats, as well as a handful of Common (Himalayan) Buzzards, the only time that 
this species was seen on the trip.  

 

As with anywhere on this tour, butterflies were, again, prominent, with several jet black and 
electric blue Bluebottles seen along the path on the way back. Arriving back at the 
trailhead, we had another date with an endemic species planned, although not a bird, but a 
reptile. Many of the group was keen to see the intriguingly named Black-lipped (-cheek) 
Lizard, (photo, next page), and the trailhead provided our best chance to track it down. Now 
that the sun was high in the sky, we set about trying to see one. With the keen eyes of not 
only Chaminda, but Andrew too (who seemed to have a natural affinity at finding this 
species), we were soon getting great close-ups, and photos, of this handsome endemic 
lizard, before we needed to pack up and head down to our bungalow for a late lunch….On 
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the way out we could not resist stopping for a small troop of Purple-faced Langurs, and to 
admire some incredibly tame, though wild, Sambar deer. 

 

Although, following our late lunch, there was not much of the afternoon left for birding, this 
did not matter, as our destination was a town park, a mere ten minutes from our lakeside 
bungalow. Victoria Park  was set up in honor of Queen Victoria’s jubilee, representing her 
60 years on the throne. However, we were not there for a history lesson, but for two birds for 
which this was the only reliable site on the tour. While much of the park is well manicured 
and beautifully adorned with flowers, a trash-filled channel was our destination, where 
several wintering birds can often be seen. It did not take long for Chaminda to locate a 
scarlet-chested male Kashmir Flycatcher, a very significant upgrade to the earlier female 
(that lacks any scarlet at all); it took a bit longer for us all to see it well, as it actively fed 
around some brush piles, but we all succeeded in getting good views in the end; before, we 
were inevitably drawn away by a phone call from Chaminda, who had walked on in search of 
another key wintering species at the site: Pied Thrush. Further up the same trash-choked 
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channel, we were treated to 2 different Pied Thrushes, including an immaculate adult male, 
with bright lemon yellow bill, and sharp-dressed black-and-white plumage. Our best views 
came when they flew up into the trees, pre-roost, where we could watch this stunning thrush 
in the ‘scope for some time. We were left in little doubt that we were watching one of the all-
time great thrushes, which must rank as one of the best in that family in the world. Both the 
flycatcher and the thrush, although not endemic species, are key species at this site, and on 
this tour, as they provide the easiest place to find them anywhere in the world. Other birds 
we mopped up, while in the park, included several further Forest Wagtails, along with 
some Gray Wagtails, another of the endemic Yellow-eared Bulbul, Brown-breasted 
Flycatcher, and a female Indian Blue Robin. 

BIRD OF THE DAY: PIED THRUSH 

Day 14… 

Nuwara Eliya to Kandy 
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With our success in finding all of the endemic birds, and the group being happy with what we 
had seen thus far, a lie in and later than usual breakfast was opted for on this custom tour, 
over doing more early morning birding! Thus, a leisurely breakfast was taken, once the sun’s 
rays were already shining strongly through our bungalow windows, afterwhich we packed up 
and headed for the cultural heartland of Sri Lanka, and the revered city of Kandy… 

En-route we passed a number of Tamil tea-
pluckers (trying saying that fast!), doing their back-
breaking work in the hillside tea fields en-route, 
which pre-empted our next activity…While 
traveling between Nuwara Eliya (or “Little 
England”), and Kandy we were to pass by some of 
the most respected tea producing factories in the 
World, and so we could not resist stopping in for a 
short tour of the factory. This was truly fascinating 
stuff, climaxing in a tea tasting session, where we 
sampled not only familiar tea blends exported the 
world over, but also more selected blends, 
normally brewed for the select palate of the Royal 
Family of the United Kingdom. While tea is often 
available for purchase in stores throughout Sri 
Lanka, the best blends are often reserved for the 
export market, save for at places like this, where 
the “good stuff” can be purchased, that ordinarily 
goes straight from factory to ship for foreign 
export. Everyone, except the most ardent coffee 
drinkers in the group (like Mel!), enjoyed this 
greatly, and we left the factory with bags brimming 

with premium blend tea to take home. The factory is also a decent stakeout for Hill 
Swallow, so while we had already seen them darting around at high speed at Horton Plains, 
the day before, we got cracking looks at several perched birds alongside the factory too. We 
also passed through a gem factory and museum, which led to further tourist dollars leaving 
my group, as Sri Lanka is one of the primary producers of gems like Blue Sapphires. 

After a fiery lunch in Kandy, we were back in the rainforest, this time at the beautiful 
Udawattakele  sanctuary, just outside Kandy. Passing by the lake, which is Kandy’s 
centerpiece, en-route, we noted a large roost of Indian Flying-Foxes, and saw Stork-
billed Kingfisher and Indian Cormorant around the edges of the lake. Once in the 
sanctuary, we quickly found a pair of Crimson-backed Flameback, which just a few of the 
group desired better views of. Their desire became our gift, as we lined up a pair of these 
handsome birds in the ‘scope. We also had another gap in our lists, which we sort to fill at 
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this forest site…White-rumped Shama, (photo page before). As we walked the wonderful, 
easy, and open path, gaping at the huge twisted lianas that adorn the huge rainforest trees 
there, we also saw our first Indian Muntjac, or Barking Deer, that fled from us as we 
progressed. We also came upon a very tame, and frankly annoying, group of Toque 
Macaques, which did their best to work their way into our backpacks, but were beat away 
at every turn, due to our diligence!!! We eventually reached a spot where Chaminda did what 
he had done so many times before; he left us as he headed off into the forest to seek out an 
owl at a regular roosting area. While we waited for Chaminda’s update on this, the beautiful 
tones of a shama in song were heard close by, and so, in between fending off the macaques, 
we all got crackerjack looks at Asia’s most beautiful singer, as it sang back at us from an 
open perch in the forest. Our time in the rainforest there also brought us final looks at 
Brown-breasted and Tickell’s Blue Flycatchers, before Chaminda returned with the 
news we had hoped to hear; the Brown Wood-Owl was still around, and so he led us quietly 
off trail and into the forest. Unfortunately, in spite of Chaminda’s best efforts, and in spite of 
the group approaching with deathly silence, the bird flew from it’s perch, by the time we 
reached the area, much to the group’s frustration. We returned to the trail, where the bird 
seemed to have flown towards, and resumed a search there. But, with the light just about 
beginning to fail, and still no sign of the owl, we resigned to trying again the next day, and set 
about getting ready to leave. Then, quite suddenly, and remarkably, Chaminda, noticed the 
owl sat just outside of the area we had been searching, and we were all soon on the bird in 
the nick of time! Heading back we made one more, final try for Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl but, 
like on all other occasions on this tour, sadly came up blank, before we boarded the bus to 
leave. However, we did not leave, quite as quick as expected, as one of our bus driver found 
an Indian Giant Flying Squirrel close to bus, and, once alerted, we cleared the bus in 
seconds! Thankfully, this one final mammal of the tour, (which brought our mammal tally to 
21 species, plus some unidentified small bats!), stayed around, and we were all afforded 
excellent looks at this scarce animal, before we retired to our hotel for our final dinner 
together. 

We enjoyed a fabulous final buffet dinner that night, with a local band playing traditional 
songs of baila, a style of music dating back hundreds of years to the Portuguese period on 
the island, back in the 16th and 17th Centuries. It was a joyful and fitting end to the tour, which 
had been enormous fun, among a varied group of people who’d come from Sri Lanka, with 
different goals; some to see every endemic bird (which they did); some to see more of the 
wider natural history of this fascinating island (which we did, with plentiful frogs, butterflies, 
and a number of spectacular lizards to boot); and some to sample some of the absorbing 
culture on offer, for which Kandy offered in spades. For this reason, some of the group 
continued on with a 3-day cultural extension, arranged so that they could see some of the 
more famous cultural points in the country, including the Temple of the Tooth in Kandy itself, 
and the ancient palace in Sigiriya (“Lion Rock”), which dates back as much as 7,000 years. It 
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was a wonderful final night for the tour, before some would depart, and some would stay, full 
of way too much tasty food, plenty of alcohol consumed, and high spirits all round! 

Day 15… 

Kandy to Colombo/DEPARTURE 

 

Though a final, early morning session of birding was offered to search for some odd species 
we were still missing, this casual birding/natural history group, chose sleep over birding, and 
shopping over birding! As some had a botanical interest among them, we decided to make a 
trip to Kandy Botanical Gardens; officially named the Peradeniya Royal Botanic Gardens, 
located just outside Kandy itself. Our journey to the gardens, a mere 6k away, was longer 
than expected, with narrow roads, and Kandy’s roads choked with traffic at the time, but the 
visit was well worth it for the Palm Avenues, Orchid Garden and Arboretum in this 
picturesque garden, which dates back to the reign of King Wickramabahu in the 14th 
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Century! While there, we enjoyed our final birds of the trip too, with White-rumped Munia 
seen, along with several raptors like Black and Rufous-bellied Eagles, Brahminy Kite 
and Oriental Honey-Buzzard seen from the magnificent “Great Lawn” within the gardens. 
Before lunch on this final day, we also visited a batik store and also a wood carving store, 
where it was very hard to spend every penny of our savings! After lunch we all said our 
farewells, as some stayed on for a short cultural, and others headed back to Colombo for 
departures home…. 

While the past few days of the tour had seen us turn down the pace of our birding operations, 
this is one great aspect of birding in Sri Lanka, it is possible to have the birds with plenty of 
other animals, and culture too, making this one of the most enjoyable tours that this guide in 
particular has ever had the pleasure to lead. The only thing that remained was a heated 
discussion of the top trip birds, for which the results are shown within the introduction. I, for 
one, will be hoping for a swift return to this highly enjoyable country for birds, but so, so 
much more too! 
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SOME FURTHER PHOTOS FROM THIS TOUR: 

 
Red-wattled Lapwing (above) & Painted Stork 

 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Sri Lanka: January 2015 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

61 

 
Ashy Woodswallow (above) & Grizzled Giant Squirrel 
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Great Thick-Knee (above) & Green Bee-eater 
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Yellow-billed Babbler (above) & Oriental Skylark
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Sirkeer Malkoha (above) & Indian Flying-Fox 
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Rose-ringed Parakeets (above) & Malabar Pied-Hornbills 
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Coppersmith Barbet (above) & Orange-breasted Green-Pigeon 
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BIRD LIST 

The taxonomy of the bird list follows: Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and Fitzpatrick, 
John W. The Clements Checklist of Birds of the World . Cornell, 2007.  
This list is up to date with the major changes published by Cornell up until August 2014. 

Sri Lankan Endemic BIRD species  are indicated in BOLD, in RED, and with (ES). 

Sri Lankan Endemic BIRD subspecies are indicated in BOLD with  (ESS). 

H indicates a species that was HEARD only. 

GO indicates a species recorded by the GUIDE ONLY. 

Numbers: 
247 species recorded on the tour (242 seen by the group). 
 
SITES each species were recorded at are denoted on the right hand side , with the sites 
abbreviated as follows: 

COL  Colombo 
 
KIT  Kitulgala 

SIN  Sinharaja 

UDA  Udawalawe 

KAL  Kalametiya (between Udawalawe and Tissa) 

YAL  Yala 

TIS  Tissamarahama (Tissa) 

BUN  Bundala 

NUW  Nuwara Eliya 

HOR  Horton Plains 

VIC  Victoria Park 

KAN  Kandy (Udawattakele) 

MANY  Many sites 
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SPECIES SITES 

 
DUCKS, GEESE & WATERFOWL ANATIDAE   

 
Lesser Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna javanica COL, UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

 

 
Cotton Pygmy-Goose Nettapus coromandelianus TIS 

     

 
Northern Pintail Anas acuta KAL 

     

 
Garganey Anas querquedula KAL 

     

         

 
PHEASANTS, GROUSE & ALLIES PHASIANIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka Spurfowl (ES) Galloperdix bicalcarata SIN 

     

 
Sri Lanka Junglefowl (ES) Gallus lafayetii KIT, SIN, UDA, YAL, TIS, HOR 

 
Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus UDA, YAL, TIS 

   

         

 
GREBES PODICIPEDIDAE   

 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis BUN, TIS 

    

         

 
STORKS CICONIIDAE   

 
Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans COL, UDA, KAL, YAL, BUN, TIS 

 
Woolly-necked Stork (Asian Woollyneck) Ciconia episcopus UDA 

     

 
Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

  

         

 
CORMORANTS & SHAGS PHALACROCORACIDAE   

 
Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis COL, UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS, KAN 

 
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo UDA 

     

 
Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax niger COL, KIT, UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

         

 
ANHINGAS ANHINGIDAE   

 
Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

  

         

 
PELICANS  PELECANIDAE   

 
Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis UDA, YAL, TIS, 
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HERONS, EGRETS & BITTERNS ARDEIDAE   

 
Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis COL, TIS 

    

 
Black Bittern Ixobrychus flavicollis COL, TIS 

    

 
Gray Heron Ardea cinerea COL, UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

 

 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea COL, UDA, TIS 

   

 
(Eastern) Great (White) Egret Ardea alba modesta COL, UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

 

 
Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx intermedia COL, UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS, KAN 

 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta COL, UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS, KAN 

 
(Eastern) Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis coromandus MANY 

    

 
Indian Pond-Heron Ardeola grayii MANY 

    

 
Striated (Green-backed) Heron Butorides striata KAL, BUN 

    

 
Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax UDA, TIS, KAN 

   

         

 
IBISES & SPOONBILLS THRESKIORNITHIDAE   

 
Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

  

 
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia UDA, KAL, YAL, BUN, TISS 

 

         

 
HAWKS, EAGLES & KITES ACCIPITRIDAE   

 
Black-shouldered (-winged) Kite Elanus caeruleus UDA, BUN 

    

 
Oriental (Crested) Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus KIT, SIN, UDA, YAL, TIS, HOR 

 
Crested Serpent-Eagle Spilornis cheela KIT, SIN, UDA, YAL, TIS 

 

 
Crested (Changeable) Hawk-Eagle (ESS) Nisaetus cirrhatus ceylanensis KIT, SIN, UDA, YAL, BUN 

 

 
Legge's Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus kelaarti SIN, NUW 

    

 
Rufous-bellied (Hawk-) Eagle Lophotriorchis kienerii SIN, KAN 

    

 
Black Eagle Ictinaetus malaiensis KIT, SIN, NUW 

   

 
Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus UDA, TIS 

    

 
Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus KIT 

     

 
Shikra Accipiter badius KIT, UDA, YAL, TIS 

  

 
Besra Accipiter virgatus besra KIT 

     

 
Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus KIT, UDA, KAL, YAL, TIS 

 

 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster KIT, YAL, TIS, KAN 
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Gray-headed Fish-Eagle Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus UDA, YAL 

    

 
Common (Himalayan) Buzzard Buteo buteo burmanicus HOR 

     

         

 
RAILS, GALLINULES & COOTS RALLIDAE   

 
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus MANY 

    

 
Ruddy-breasted Crake Porzana fusca zeylonica TIS 

     

 
Watercock Gallicrex cinerea TIS 

     

 
Purple (Gray-headed) Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio COL, KAL, BUN, TIS 

  

 
Eurasian (Common) Moorhen Gallinula chloropus BUN, TIS 

    

         

 
THICK-KNEES BURHINIDAE   

 
Indian Thick-knee (Stone-curlew) Burhinus indicus KAL, BUN, TIS 

   

 
Great Thick-knee (Stone-curlew) Esacus recurvirostris KAL, YAL, BUN, TIS 

  

         

 
STILTS & AVOCETS RECURVIROSTRIDAE   

 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus UDA, KAL, YAL, BUN, TIS 

 

         

 
PLOVERS & LAPWINGS CHARADRIIDAE   

 
Black-bellied (Gray) Plover Pluvialis squatarola BUN 

     

 
Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva KAL, YAL, BUN, TIS 

  

 
Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus malabaricus KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus lankae COL, UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

 

 
Lesser Sand-Plover Charadrius mongolus atrifrons KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Greater Sand-Plover Charadrius leschenaultii KAL, YAL 

    

 
Kentish Plover (ESS) Charadrius alexandrinus seebohmi YAL, BUN 

    

 
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula BUN 

     

 
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius UDA, BUN 

    

         

 
JACANAS JACANIIDAE   

 
Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus UDA, TIS 
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SANDPIPERS & ALLIES SCOLOPACIDAE   

 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos UDA, KAL, YAL, BUN, VIC 

 

 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus UDA, YAL 

    

 
Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus KAL, YAL 

    

 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia UDA, KAL, YAL, BUN, TIS 

 

 
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis UDA, KAL, YAL, BUN 

  

 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Common Redshank Tringa totanus KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata BUN 

     

 
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa limosa KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres KAL, BUN 

    

 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea YAL, BUN 

    

 
Sanderling Calidris alba KAL, BUN 

    

 
Little Stint Calidris minuta YAL, BUN 

    

 
Pin-tailed Snipe Gallinago stenura KAL, YAL, BUN, TIS 

  

         

 
PRATINCOLES & COURSERS GLAREOLIDAE   

 
Small Pratincole Glareola lactea YAL 

     

         

 
GULLS, TERNS & SKIMMERS LARIDAE   

 
Little Tern Sternula albifrons YAL, BUN 

    

 
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica YAL, BUN 

    

 
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus KAL, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

  

 
Great (Greater) Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii BUN 

     

         

 
PIGEONS & DOVES COLUMBIDAE   

 
Rock (Common) Pigeon (Rock Dove) Columba livia MANY 

    

 
Sri Lanka Wood-Pigeon (ES) Columba torringtoniae 

      

 
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis MANY 
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(Common) Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica robinsoni KIT, SIN 

    

 
Orange-breasted (Green) Pigeon Treron bicinctus leggei UDA, YAL 

    

 
Sri Lanka Green-Pigeon (ES) Treron pompadora KIT, SIN, UDA 

   

 
Green Imperial-Pigeon Ducula aenea pusilla KIT, SIN, KAL, YAL, TIS 

 

         

 
CUCKOOS CUCULIDAE   

 
Pied (Jacobin) Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus jacobinus COL, YAL 

    

 
Common Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx varius ciceliae KIT 

     
H Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus UDA 

     

 
Banded Bay Cuckoo (ESS) Cacomantis sonneratii waiti KIT, SIN 

    

 
Gray-bellied Cuckoo Cacomantis passerinus UDA, YAL 

    

 
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus COL, SIN, UDA, YAL, TIS 

 

 
Blue-faced Malkoha Phaenicophaeus viridirostris YAL 

     

 
Sirkeer Malkoha Phaenicophaeus leschenaultii  UDA 

     

 
Red-faced Malkoha (ES) Phaenicophaeus pyrrhocephalus SIN 

     

 
Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis parroti MANY 

    

 
Green-billed Coucal (ES) Centropus chlororhynchus KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
BARN-OWLS TYTONIDAE   

H Sri Lanka Bay-Owl (ESS) Phodilus assimilis assimilis SIN 
     

         

 
OWLS STRIGIDAE   

 
Serendib Scops-Owl (ES) Otus thilohoffmanni KIT 

     

 
Indian (Collared) Scops-Owl Otus bakkamoena UDA, TIS 

    
H Spot-bellied (Forest) Eagle-Owl (ESS) Bubo nipalensis blighi KAN 

     

 
Brown Fish-Owl (ESS) Ketupa zeylonensis zeylonensis KIT, UDA 

    

 
Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum TIS 

     

 
Chestnut-backed Owlet (ES) Glaucidium castanonotum KIT, SIN (H) 

   

 
Brown Wood-Owl (ESS) Strix leptogrammica ochrogenys KAN 

     

 
Brown Boobook (Hawk-Owl) Ninox scutulata hirsuta KIT 
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FROGMOUTHS PODARGIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka Frogmouth Batrachostomus moniliger KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
NIGHTJARS & ALLIES CAPRIMULGIDAE   

 
Jerdon's Nightjar Caprimulgus atripennis aequabilis YAL, BUN (H) 

   

 
Indian Nightjar Caprimulgus asiaticus eidos YAL, BUN 

    

         

 
SWIFTS APODIDAE   

 
Brown-backed Needletail Hirundapus giganteus KIT, SIN 

    

 
Indian Swiftlet Aerodramus unicolor KIT, SIN, TIS 

   

 
Little (House) Swift Apus affinis singalensis YAL 

     

 
Asian Palm-Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis KIT, SIN, TIS 

   

         

 
TREESWIFTS HEMIROCNIDAE   

 
Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata KIT, SIN, UDA, YAL, TIS 

 

         

 
TROGONS TROGONIDAE   

 
Malabar Trogon (ESS) Harpactes fasciatus fasciatus KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
KINGFISHERS ALCEDINIDAE   

 
Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis KIT, UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

 
H Black-backed (Oriental) Dwarf-Kingfisher Ceyx erithaca KIT 

     

 
Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis KIT, TIS, KAN 

   

 
White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis MANY 

    

 
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis COL, UDA, KAL, BUN, TIS 

 

         

 
BEE-EATERS MEROPIDAE   

 
Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis UDA, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus KIT, SIN, UDA, YAL, BUN TIS 

 
Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti KIT, UDA, YAL, BUN 
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ROLLERS CORACIIDAE   

 
Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis UDA, YAL, BUN 

   

         

 
HOOPOES UPUPIDAE   

 
Eurasian (Common) Hoopoe Upupa epops YAL 

     

         

 
HORNBILLS BUCEROTIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka Gray Hornbill (ES) Ocyceros gingalensis KIT, SIN 

    

 
Malabar Pied-Hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus UDA, YAL 

    

         

 
ASIAN BARBETS MEGALAIMIDAE   

 
Crimson-fronted Barbet (ES) Megalaima rubricapillus KIT, SIN 

    

 
Coppersmith Barbet Psilopogon haemacephalus UDA, TIS 

    

 
Brown-headed Barbet Psilopogon zeylanicus COL, KIT, SIN, UDA, TIS 

 

 
Yellow-fronted Barbet (ES) Psilopogon flavifrons KIT, SIN, KAN (H) 

  

         

 
WOODPECKERS PICIDAE   

H Brown-capped (Pygmy) Woodpecker (ESS) Dendrocopos nanus gymnopthalmus SIN 
     

 
Yellow-crowned Woodpecker Dendrocopos mahrattensis UDA, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus wellsi KIT 

     

 
Black-rumped Flameback (Lesser Goldenback) ESS Dinopium benghalense psarodes KIT, SIN, TIS 

   
GO Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus brachyurus SIN, UDA 

    

 
Crimson-backed (Goldenback) Flameback (ES) Chrysocolaptes stricklandi KIT, SIN, HOR, KAN 

  

 
White-naped Woodpecker (ESS) Chrysocolaptes festivus tantus TIS 

     

         

 
FALCONS & CARACARAS FALCONIDAE   

 
Eurasian (Common) Kestrel Falco tinnunculus HOR 

     

 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus HOR 

     

         

 
OLD WORLD PARROTS PSITTACULIDAE   

 
Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria KIT 
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Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri COL, UDA, YAL, TIS, KAN 

 

 
Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala SIN 

     

 
Layard's Parakeet (ES) Psittacula calthropae KIT, SIN, 

    

 
Sri Lanka Hanging-Parrot (ES) Loriculus beryllinus KIT, SIN, KAN (H) 

  

         

 
PITTAS PITTIDAE   

 
Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura KIT, SIN, YAL, BUN 

  

         

 
VANGAS, HELMETSHRIKES & ALLIES VANGIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka Woodshrike (ES) Tephrodornis affinis UDA, YAL, TIS 

   

 
Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus KIT, HOR 

    

         

 
WOODSWALLOWS ARTAMIDAE   

 
Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus TIS 

     

         

 
IORAS AEGITHINIDAE   

 
Common Iora Aegithina tiphia MANY 

    

 
White-tailed (Marshall's) Iora Aegithina nigrolutea UDA, BUN 

    

         

 
CUCKOOSHRIKES  CAMPEPHAGIDAE   

 
Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus  KIT, TIS 

    

 
Orange (Scarlet) Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus KIT, SIN, YAL, HOR 

  

 
Large Cuckooshrike Coracina macei layardi KIT 

     

 
Black-headed Cuckooshrike Lalage melanoptera KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
SHRIKES LANIIDAE   

 
Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus COL, SIN, UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

         

 
OLD WORLD ORIOLES ORIOLIDAE   

 
Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus ceylonensis COL, KIT, SIN, YAL, TIS, HOR 
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DRONGOS DICRURIDAE   

 
White-bellied Drongo (ESS) Dicrurus caerulescens leucopygialis COL, KIT, SIN 

   

 
Sri Lanka Drongo (ES) Dicrurus lophorinus KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
FANTAILS RHIPIDURIDAE   

 
White-browed Fantail Rhipidura aureola  KIT, UDA, YAL, TIS 

  

         

 
MONARCH FLYCATCHERS MONARCHIDAE   

 
Black-naped Monarch (ESS) Hypothymis azurea ceylonensis KIT, SIN, KAN (H) 

  

 
Asian Paradise-Flycatcher (ESS) Terpsiphone paradisi ceylonensis BUN 

     

         

 
CROWS, JAYS & MAGPIES CORVIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka Blue-Magpie (ES) Urocissa ornata SIN 

     

 
House Crow (ESS) Corvus splendens protegatus MANY 

    

 
Large-billed Crow (Indian Jungle Crow) Corvus macrorhynchos MANY 

    

         

 
LARKS ALAUDIDAE   

 
Jerdon's Bushlark Mirafra affinis UDA, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix griseus UDA, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula BUN 

     

         

 
SWALLOWS HIRUNDINIDAE   

 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica MANY 

    

 
Hill Swallow Hirundo domicola HOR, NUW 

    

 
Sri Lanka Swallow (ES) Cecropis hyperythra COL, KIT, SIN, YAL 

  

         

 
FAIRY FLYCATCHERS STENOSTIRIDAE   

 
Gray-headed Canary-Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis NUW, HOR 

    

         

 
TITS, CHICKADEES & TITMICE PARIDAE   

 
Cinereous (Great) Tit Parus cinereus KIT, NUW, HOR 
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NUTHATCHES SITTIDAE   

 
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis KIT, HOR 

    

         

 
BULBULS PYCNONOTIDAE   

 
Black-capped Bulbul (ES)  Pycnonotus melanicterus KIT, SIN 

    

 
Red-vented Bulbul (ESS) Pycnonotus cafer cafer MANY 

    

 
Yellow-eared Bulbul (ES) Pycnonotus penicillatus NUW, VIC 

    

 
White-browed Bulbul (ESS) Pycnonotus luteolus insulae COL, SIN, UDA, YAL 

  

 
Yellow-browed Bulbul (ESS) Iole indica guglielmi KIT, SIN, 

    

 
Square-tailed (Black) Bulbul (ESS) Hypsipetes ganeesa humii KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
LEAF-WARBLERS PYLLOSCOPIDAE   

 
Green Warbler Phylloscopus nitidus KIT, SIN 

    

 
Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides KIT, SIN, HOR 

   

 
Large-billed Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris KIT, SIN, UDA, KAN 

  

         

 
REED-WARBLERS & ALLIES ACROCEPHALIDAE   

 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler (ESS) 

Acrocephalus stentoreus 
meridionalis BUN, TIS 

    

         

 
GRASSBIRDS & ALLIES LOCUSTELLIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka Bush-Warbler (ES) Elaphrornis palliseri HOR 

     

         

 
CISTICOLAS & ALLIES CISTICOLLIDAE   

 
Zitting Cisticola (ESS) Cisticola juncidis omalurus COL, UDA, YAL, TIS, HOR 

 

 
Common Tailorbird (ESS) Orthotomus sutorius sutorius MANY 

    

 
Gray-breasted Prinia (ESS) Prinia hodgsonii pectoralis UDA 

     

 
Jungle Prinia (ESS) Prinia sylvatica valida KIT, SIN 

    

 
Ashy Prinia (ESS) Prinia socialis brevicauda COL, UDA 

    

 
Plain Prinia (ESS) Prinia inornata insularis COL, UDA, YAL, TIS 

  

         



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Sri Lanka: January 2015 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

78 

 
PARROTBILLS, WRENTIT & ALLIES PARADOXORNITHIDAE   

 
Yellow-eyed Babbler (ESS) Chrysomma sinense nasale UDA, YAL, TIS 

   

         

 
WHITE-EYES, YUHINAS & ALLIES ZOSTEROPIDAE   

 
Sri Lanka White-eye (ES) Zosterops ceylonensis NUW, HOR 

    

 
Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus KIT, SIN, UDA 

   

         

 
TREE-BABBLERS, SCIMITAR-BABBLERS & ALLIES TIMALIIDAE   

 
Tawny-bellied Babbler (ESS) Dumetia hyperythra phillipsi KIT, UDA, YAL 

   

 
Dark-fronted Babbler (ESS) Rhopocichla atriceps nigrifrons KIT 

     

  
Rhopocichla atriceps siccata HOR 

     

 
Sri Lanka Scimitar-Babbler (ES) Pomatorhinus melanurus KIT, SIN, BUN, NUW, HOR 

 

         

 
GROUND BABBLERS & ALLIES PELLORNEIDAE   

 
Brown-capped Babbler (ES) Pellorneum fuscocapillus KIT, SIN (H) 

   

         

 
LAUGHINGTHRUSHES & ALLIES LEIOTHRICHIDAE   

 
Orange-billed Babbler (ES) Turdoides rufescens KIT, SIN 

    

 
Yellow-billed Babbler (ESS) Turdoides affinis taprobana MANY 

    

 
Ashy-headed Laughingthrush (ES) Garrulax cinereifrons SIN 

     

         

 
OLD WORLD FLYCATCHERS MUSCICAPIDAE   

 
Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa latirostris KIT, SIN 

    

 
Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui KIT, SIN, UDA, NUW, VIC, KAN 

 
Indian Robin (ESS) Copsychus fulicatus leucopterus KIT, UDA, YAL, BUN 

  

 
Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis MANY 

    

 
White-rumped Shama (ESS) Copsychus malabaricus leggei YAL, KAN 

    

 
Tickell's Blue-Flycatcher (ESS) Cyornis tickelliae jerdoni KIT, SIN, KAN 

   

 
Dull-blue Flycatcher (ES) Eumyias sordidus HOR 

     

 
Indian Blue Robin Larvivora brunnea SIN, NUW, VIC 

   

 
Sri Lanka Whistling-Thrush (ES) Myophonus blighi NUW 
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Kashmir Flycatcher Ficedula subrubra NUW, VIC 

    

 
Pied Bushchat (ESS) Saxicola caprata atratus NUW, HOR 

    

 
THRUSHES & ALLIES TURDIDAE   

 
Pied Thrush Geokichla wardii VIC 

     

 
Spot-winged Thrush (ES) Geokichla spiloptera KIT, SIN 

    

 
Orange-headed Thrush Geokichla citrina UDA 

     

 
Scaly (Sri Lanka/Ceylon) Thrush (ESS) Zoothera dauma imbricata SIN, NUW 

    

         

 
STARLINGS STURNIDAE   

 
Southern (Lesser) Hill Myna Gracula indica KIT 

     

 
Sri Lanka (Hill) Myna (ES) Gracula ptilogenys SIN 

     

 
Common Myna (ESS) Acridotheres tristis melanosternus MANY 

    

 
Daurian Starling  Sturnia sturnina UDA 

     

 
White-faced Starling (ES) Sturnia albofrontata SIN 

     

 
Brahminy Starling Temenuchus pagodarum YAL 

     

 
Rosy Starling Pastor roseus YAL 

     

         

 
LEAFBIRDS CHLOROPSEIDAE    

 
Jerdon's Leafbird Chloropsis jerdoni UDA, TIS 

    

 
Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
FLOWERPECKERS DICAEIDAE   

 
Thick-billed Flowerpecker (ESS) Dicaeum agile zeylonicum TIS 

     

 
White-throated (Legge's) Flowerpecker (ES) Dicaeum vincens KIT, SIN 

    

 
Pale-billed Flowerpecker (ESS) 

Dicaeum erythrorhynchos 
ceylonense KIT, SIN, HOR 

   

         

 
SUNBIRDS & SPIDERHUNTERS NECTARINIIDAE   

 
Purple-rumped Sunbird (ESS) Leptocoma zeylonica zeylonica COL, KIT, SIN, YAL, TIS, HOR 

 
Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus UDA, YAL 

    

 
Long-billed (Loten's) Sunbird (ESS) Cinnyris lotenius lotenius COL, KIT, SIN, TIS 
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WAGTAILS & PIPITS MOTACILLIDAE   

 
Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava thunbergi UDA, YAL 

    

 
Gray Wagtail Motacilla cinerea KIT, NUW, VIC 

   

 
Oriental (Paddyfield) Pipit Anthus rufulus UDA, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Blyth's Pipit Anthus godlewskii UDA 

     

 
Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus KIT, UDA, VIC 

   

         

 
OLD WORLD SPARROWS  PASSERIDAE   

 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus YAL, NUW 

    

         

 
WEAVERS & ALLIES PLOCEIDAE   

 
Streaked Weaver Ploceus manyar UDA, TIS 

    

 
Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus YAL 

     

         

 
WAXBILLS & ALLIES ESTRILIDAE   

 
Indian Silverbill Euodice malabarica YAL, BUN, TIS 

   

 
White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata striata KIT, SIN, KAN 

   

 
Black-throated Munia (ESS) Lonchura kelaarti kelaarti SIN 

     

 
Scaly-breasted Munia (Nutmeg Mannikin) Lonchura punctulata COL, UDA, YAL, BUN, TIS 

 

 
Tricolored (Black-headed) Munia Lonchura malacca malacca COL, UDA, TIS 
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MAMMAL LIST 

 
ELEPHANTS ELEPHANTIDAE   

 
Asian Elephant Elephas maximus UDA 

     

         

 
OLD WORLD MONKEYS CERCOPITHECIDAE   

 
Toque Macaque Macaca sinica KIT, SIN, UDA, BUN, HOR, KAN 

 
Tufted Gray Langur Semnopithecus priam UDA, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Purple-faced Langur Trachypithecus vetulus KIT, SIN, HOR 

   

         

 
SQUIRRELS SCIURIDAE   

 
Grizzled Giant Squirrel Ratufa macroura KIT, SIN, UDA, HOR 

  

 
Indian Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista philippensis KAN 

     

 
Indian Palm Squirrel Funambulus palmarum MANY 

    

 
Dusky Palm Squirrel Funambulus sublineatus NUW, HOR 

    

         

 
RABBITS, HARES LEPORIDAE   

 
Indian Hare Lepus nigricollis YAL, BUN 

    

         

 
FLYING FOXES, OLD WORLD FRUIT BATS PTEROPODIDAE   

 
Indian Flying-fox Pteropus giganteus  COL, UDA, YAL, TIS, KAN 

 

         

 
CATS FELIDAE   

 
Leopard Panthera pardus UDA, YAL 

    

         

 
MONGOOSES HERPESTIDAE   

 
Indian Gray Mongoose Herpestes edwardsii  TIS 

     

 
Indian Brown Mongoose Herpestes fuscus HOR 

     

 
Ruddy Mongoose Herpestes smithii  KAL, YAL, BUN 
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DOGS, FOXES CANIDAE   

 
Golden Jackal Canis aureus YAL 

     

         

 
PIGS SUIDAE   

 
Boar Sus scrofa YAL, KAN 

    

 
DEER CERVIDAE   

 
Sambar Deer Cervus unicolor  YAL, HOR 

    

 
Chital (Spotted Deer) Axis axis UDA, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Indian Muntjac 

 
KAN 

     

 
BUFFALO, ANTELOPES, GOATS, etc. BOVIDAE   

 
Wild Asian Water Buffalo Bubalus arnee UDA, YAL 

     

REPTILE LIST 

 

 
AGAMID LIZARDS AGAMIDAE   

 
Green Garden Lizard Calotes calotes KIT, SIN, 

    

 
Black-cheek Lizard Calotes nigrilabris HOR 

     

 
Common Garden Lizard Calotes versicolor COL, KIT, SIN 

   

 
Rhino-horn Lizard Ceratophora stoddartii NUW 

     

 
Kangaroo Lizard  Otocryptis wiegmanni KIT, SIN 

    

         

 
GECKOS GEKKONIDAE   

 
Asian House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus MANY 

    

         

 
SKINKS SCINCIDAE   

 
Common Skink Mabuya carinata lankae SIN, YAL, TIS 

   

         

 
TORTOISES TESTUDINIDAE   

 
Star Tortoise Testudo elegans YAL, BUN 
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CROCODILES CROCODYLIDAE   

 
Estuarine Crocodile  Crocodylus porosus BUN 

     

 
Marsh Crocodile Cocodylus palustris YAL, BUN,  TIS 

   

         

 
MONITORS VARANIDAE   

 
Land Monitor Varanus bengalensis UDA, YAL, BUN 

   

 
Water Monitor Varanus salvator kabaragoya SIN, UDA 

     

BUTTERFLY LIST 

 
Common Birdwing  Troiders darsius 

 
Crimson Rose  Pachliopta hector 

 
Common Rose  Pachliopta aristolochiae ceylonica 

 
Common Mormon  Papilio polytes 

 
Blue Mormon  Papilio polymnestor parinda 

 
Bluebottle  Graphium doson 

 
Jezebel  Delias eucharis 

 
Lemon Migrant  Catopsilia pomona 

 
Common Grass Yellow  Eurema hecabe 

 
One-spot Grass Yellow  Eurema ormistoni 

 
Tree Nymph  Idea iasonia 

 
Blue Glassy Tiger  Ideopsis similis 

 
Dark Blue Tiger  Tirumala septentrionis 

 
Glassy Tiger  Parantica aglea 

 
Plain Tiger  Danaus chrysippus 

 
Common/Single Branded Crow  Euploea core 

 
Blue Admiral Kaniska canace 

 
Blue Oakleaf  Kallima philarchus 

 
Common Lascar Pantoporia hordonia 

 
Dark-brand Bushbrown  Mycalesis mineus 

 
White four-ring  Ypthima ceylonica 
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Little Branded Swift Pelopidas agna 

 

OTHERS 

 
Pied Parasol Neurothemis tullia 

 
Paddyfield Parasol Neurothemis intermedia 

 
Spine-tufted Skimmer Orthetrum chrysis 

 
Brown Pug Snout Frog Ramanella obscura 

 
Gannoruwa Shrub Frog Philautus zorro 

 
House Toad Duttaphrynus melanostictus 

   

 


