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A Tropical Birding custom tour 

 
THAILAND: 

 
Central & Northern Thailand (main tour): 13th-23rd February 2018 

Northern Highlands Extension: 23rd February-1st March 2018 
 

 
It is rare for a Coral-billed Ground-Cuckoo to be seen at all, let alone by a group of 14 people simultaneously! (Charley Hesse) 

 
Tour leaders: Charley Hesse and Sam Woods (Report by Sam Woods) 

Photos: Charley Hesse and Sam Woods 
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Thailand has been a long-time favorite amongst visiting birders dipping their toes into the diverse waters of Southeast Asia 
for the first time, a distinct region within the continent. The former Kingdom of ‘Siam’ is a veritable one-stop shop for Southeast 
Asian birds, offering a taste of Malaysia and beyond in the south of the country, the critically endangered Spoon-billed 
Sandpiper in Central Thailand, and a variety of Himalayan migrants alongside handsome resident species in the north. For 
this tour, the concentration was on Central and North Thailand, with a further extension to the mountains of Doi Ang Khang 
and Doi Lang, on the border with ‘Burma’ (now Myanmar) provided for half the group too. 
 

 
Blue Pitta was seen at the same place as Coral-billed Ground-Cuckoo! (Sam Woods) 

 
Highlights in Thailand are always many – after all, at the time of writing this report the country stood at tenth worldwide, in 
terms of species reported there for the year by that point. The regular bird-of-the-day competitions were often fraught with 
doubt, and the ending bird of the tour, and bird of the extension competitions were filled with a dizzy variety of species. 
However, these vexations, are, after all, pleasant to be subjected too, and popular birds were Spoon-billed Sandpiper at Pak 
Thale, on the edge of the Gulf of Thailand, several confiding Long-tailed Broadbills in Kaeng Krachan excited us all, as did 
the toy-like Black-and-yellow Broadbill (and pink) at the same venue, as did the shock stellar showing by the usually shy Gray 
Peacock-Pheasant in the same park too. The chesty Coral-billed Ground-Cuckoo and Blue Pittas that shared a feeding station 
in Khao Yai National Park. The final site of the main tour was popular too, The Roof of Thailand, at 2565m-high, the country’s 
highest point. This provided us with Dark-sided Thrushes, Himalayan Bluetail, and Yellow-bellied Fairy-Fantails in the dank, 
chilly stunted alpine forest at the top, and Blossom-headed Parakeets, tiny Collared Falconets, and beautiful Black Bazas in 
the extremely different deciduous forests at the bottom. 
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This male Ultramarine Flycatcher posed at Doi Lang (Sam Woods) 

 
At that point, some left us behind to return to normal life back in South Africa. However, some ventured on, with a stop at the 
dramatic temple of Wat Tham Pha Plong in Chiang Dao, providing not only a fascinating insight into Thai Buddhist culture, 
but also forest birds around the 400 or so steps required to reach the hallowed building at the top. This will long be associated 
for us by nightbirds, as a Spot-bellied Eagle emerged just before dusk and sat in a large tree above us, (and not long after 
Mel had joined the group), on the first night of the extension. Then, an Oriental Bay Owl clamped to a forest vine near the 
temple featured later the same night for Vernon and Sam! From Chiang Dao we swapped mountains to Doi Ang Khang 
perched on the edge of Thailand and Myanmar. The World’s largest nuthatch, the aptly named Giant Nuthatch was an early 
catch there, as was Scarlet-faced Liocichla, two birds that might have given us considerable more trouble than they did. 
Feeders in the area brought in a stream of migrant birds, like White-capped Redstart, Large Niltava, and Eyebrowed, Gray-
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sided, and Black-breasted Thrushes. Not to mention, White-tailed Robin, Hill Blue-Flycatcher, and Silver-eared Mesia (the 
latter ended up on the top five birds of this section). 
 
Moving on to our final major destination, Doi Lang, there was considerable excitement as the Thais have long established a 
set of feeders close to the Burmese border. In particular, one spot has proved reliable for seeing foraging Mrs.  Hume’s 
Pheasant early in the morning. Two things were critical here, our early arrival before the birds had started to come in, and 
then finding a position for the van so that we can see the birds without disturbing either the birds or the ever-present Thai Bird 
Photography Fraternity. Our later plan, to try and race into Myanmar by briefly crossing border in order to start our Burma 
birdlists, didn’t go down well with the guards there, and so we remained firmly in Thailand, but could see birds just over the 
border inches away from our boots. The feeders were typically active and exciting, bringing us first Rufous-bellied Niltava, 
White-gorgeted Flycatcher, Slaty-blue Flycatcher, Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher, Siberian Rubythroat, and finally, near the end, 
in exactly its usual spot, an immaculate male Ultramarine Flycatcher.  
 
After lots of disgruntled comments, about the difficulty of trimming choices to just five birds, these were the final top fives, first 
for the main tour, and then for the Northern Highlands Extension: 
 
 
TOP FIVE BIRDS OF THE MAIN TOUR (CENTRAL THAILAND AND DOI INTHANON): 

1 SPOON-BILLED SANDPIPER, Pak Thale 
2 CORAL-BILLED GROUND-CUCKOO, Khao Yai NP 
3 BLUE PITTA, Khao Yai NP 
4 GREAT HORNBILL, Kaeng Krachan NP  
5 = LONG-TAILED BROADBILL, Kaeng Krachan NP 

=     PYGMY CUPWING, Doi Inthanon NP 
 
 
TOP FIVE BIRDS OF THE NORTHERN HIGHLANDS EXTENSION (DOI CHIANG DAO, DOI ANG KHANG & DOI LANG): 

1 RUSTY-NAPED PITTA, Doi Ang Khang 
2 (Mrs.) HUME’S PHEASANT, Doi Lang 
3 SILVER-EARED MESIA, Doi Ang Khang 
4 ULTRAMARINE FLYCATCHER, Doi Lang 
5 SPOT-BELLIED EAGLE-OWL, Doi Chiang Dao 
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Tour Summary: MAIN TOUR 
 
13th February Kok Kham and Pak Thale 
Most of the group had arrived in Bangkok, days before, and had enjoyed several days of cultural diversions. Therefore, most 
were well rested when we hit the road south, after a midday meetup in the capital. Our afternoon birding involved shorebirds, 
lots and lots of shorebirds. We scanned through them at first Kok Kham, then Pak Thale, in the hope of finding the critically 
endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper, a handful of which winter each year in this area close to the Gulf of Thailand. Thousands 
of shorebirds/waders were sifted through, but none appeared odd in terms of bill shape, and so we merely took in the sight of 
the rabid pre-evening feeding and roosting of Pacific Golden-Plovers, Great Knots, Eurasian Curlews, Broad-billed 
Sandpipers, Red-necked Stints, Spotted Redshanks, and the odd Long-toed Stint and Temminck’s Stint among these 
more common wading birds. A smattering of Painted Storks was also much appreciated too. However, some went to bed 
nervy; we had one morning only now to find our main quarry…With precious little other birds than waders seen, it fell to a 
shorebird to win the bird of the day competition… 
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Long-toed Stint, Kok Kham 
 
13th February Pak Thale, Laem Pak Bia, and Kaeng Krachan 
 
We closed the day before with images of shorebirds swirling around in our minds and opened it again with them right in front 
of us all over again. Vernon, and perhaps one of the leaders, barely slept with the sheer stress of the ‘Spoonie’ on the minds 
causing temporary insomnia! On arrival, Sam bravely agreed to scan one pool, while all others headed off with Charley to 
check another spot, just far 
enough away to keep Sam 
on edge. After just a short 
time, Vernon set eyes on a 
suspiciously odd-shaped 
bill, and the wheels came off 
in a blur of excitement as a 
Spoon-billed Sandpiper 
(right, Charley) transferred 
from dream to reality. Sam 
was called, he scrambled 
across the bunds to join 
them, but the bird had been 
lost and not all had seen it. 
Vernon was elated, the rest 
were frustrated. However, all 
came good in the end as not 
only was this bird re-found 
shortly after, but another 
couple were seen feeding 
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even closer. The stress release among the group was palpable, as if a lid had just been lifted off a steam oven on maximum 
heat. With the ultimate pressure bird of the tour in the bag, we transferred the short distance to Laem Pak Bia, where Charley 
quickly located a small group of Asiatic Dowitchers, and then located a small, inconspicuous group of Nordmann’s 
Greenshanks nearby. This was our cue to leave; Kaeng Krachan, and its considerable avian riches, were beckoning after 
all. 
 

 
 
After checking into our lodging in Kaeng Krachan, where a Coppersmith Barbet was in the garden, the group was required 
to split into two, so that we could visit two birding blinds nearby. The plan was then to reverse the blinds visited a few days 
on, so both groups would eventually visit the two sites. The action at both blinds was impressive; one had a nesting Greater 
Flameback to welcome us to the property, and both got an assortment of blue-and-orange flycatchers, which after good 
studies of photographs later, proved to involve four different species: Hill Blue (not that regular at this location), Blue-throated 
Blue, Chinese Blue, and Tickell’s Blue-Flycatchers all featuring between the two sites. One blind also lured in the tiny, and 
adorable Lesser Mouse-Deer (above, Charley). Charley’s team also scored big with Scaly-breasted Partridges and Greater 
Necklaced Laughingthrushes (next page, Charley) visiting Ban Maka, along with White-rumped Shama (also next page).  
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Sam’s group found little solace with their exclusive of a dowdy Abbot’s Babbler! Siberian Blue Robins (below, Sam), including 
several clean white-breasted, cerulean males were also regular visitors to the blinds. However, by the end of the trip this 
wrong had been righted, once both hides had been used by both groups. After the group had regrouped, and were together 
again, post-dinner, the helpful lodge owner, a bit of a bird fanatic, walked us up to a Large-tailed Nightjar, on its regular 
perch, where it sat at eye level within meters of a camera-wielding group. 
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Spoon-billed Sandpiper, Pak Thale (unanimous!) 
 

 
A male Siberian Blue Robin at Kaeng Krachan (Sam Woods) 

 
15th February Kaeng Krachan National Park (lower areas) 
A full day was spent in this massive park, which stretches all the way to the Burmese border, and is packed with a bird list of 
species, due to a road allowing access to a variety of elevations and habitats within the park. On this first day, we concentrated 
on chalking up the more common species in the lower sections of the park. The first day within Thai forests is always an 
exhilarating affair, and within a few hours of sunrise we were enjoying multiple views of the park’s flagship species, the huge 
and noisy Great Hornbill, an unsurprising BIRD-OF-THE-DAY winner. An Asian Barred Owlet also featured early on, as did 
a party of the anomalous Sultan Tit, a rather outsized species within this family that is mostly comprised of small compact 
tits, not giant yellow-crested ones!  



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Thailand: custom tour February-March 2018 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com                                +1-409-515-9110                                    info@tropicalbirding.com
      
 
	
	
	 		
 

9 

A male Crimson Sunbird lit up by the sun caused more than a little excitement among the group, as it should. Our main 
target for the morning was clearly stated by Charley as Black-thighed Falconet, one of the smallest raptors on Earth, 
although it took half a morning to reach, this scheduled ‘first stop’, with the frenzy of new birds coming our way. Finally, we 
reached the chosen spot, and there was the falconet waiting for us right where it was due to be, our only sighting of the entire 
tour. Other raptors that morning also included a handful of Crested Serpent-Eagles, and lone, low flying Rufous-bellied 
Eagle. Just before lunch we got our first flowerpeckers, with the handsome Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker and considerably 
more subdued (=unexciting) Thick-billed Flowerpecker foraging in a tree beside our lunchtime restaurant. 
 

 
A pair of foraging Silver-breasted Broadbills was found sitting quietly beside the road at Kaeng Krachan (Sam Woods) 

 
After lunch, we ventured higher still, where the forest became denser, and thickets of tall native bamboos became 
conspicuous. This offered us yet more birds as the habitat change brought a change in the birdlife too. While afternoon birding 
in good forests can be famously slow, Sheelagh broke the deadlock, by putting us on to a wonderful, perched, Violet Cuckoo, 
a beautiful bird more typically seen flying over calling in a rapid-fire flight. We also ran into a wonderfully cooperative group of 
‘clown-faced’ Dusky Langurs (page 11, Charley), feeding low down. The afternoon was slow, but some real quality was on 
show. Sheelagh contributed again by spotting a Blue-bearded Bee-eater sitting quietly beside the road.  
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Then, after another lull in activity, Sam noticed a Silver-breasted Broadbill (page before, Sam) sitting by the road, which then 
grew into a pair of these, our first broadbill of the tour; always a popular and much-wanted group in Thailand. Then, distantly, 
the calls of Rusty-cheeked (Tickell’s Brown) Hornbills (below, Charley), were heard, and Sam spent some time calling to them, 
and just when it appeared their interest had not been peaked, there they were flapping across the road overhead. They 
dropped back into the forest, without giving satisfactory looks, but were called in again, and this time one paused on an open 
branch in full view of all. A calling Blue Pitta got the pulses racing but both this and a Gray Peacock-Pheasant called close 
but ensured not a feather was seen, pretty typical experiences with both of these elusive species. One of the groups decided 
to walk back to the vehicle and were rewarded with one of the birds of the day, a glowing male Orange-breasted Trogon. 
Otherwise, a late showing pair of Thick-billed Pigeons were pleasing for the long, close ‘scope looks. On the way out several 
Large-tailed Nightjars (photo page 11, Charley) featured prominently. 
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Great Hornbill 
 

 
 

This Rusty-cheeked (Tickell’s) Hornbill was one of a cooperative party seen during our first afternoon inside the national park at Kaeng 
Krachan during a good day for hornbills, which also featured Great Hornbill (Charley Hesse) 
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16th February : Kaeng Krachan National Park (Upper areas) 
 
For our second full day in the park, we ventured higher, where a four-wheel drive vehicle is mandatory under park rules (in 
spite of the road being perfectly drivable in this season with a Mini Cooper!); the change in vehicles also brought with it one 
of the best local birding guides, the legendary Mr. Biak, whose presence as an extra group member was felt strongly with a 
steady flow of new birds added thanks in no small part because of his assistance and local knowledge. The striking Collared 
Babbler was a good early bird that day, and Black-throated Laughingthrush was stumbled upon around the same time. 
The bird-of-the day made an early appearance, when our third calling group of Long-tailed Broadbills for that morning 
decided to pop up right beside the road, quite unlike the previous two groups. The same area also added a wonderful 
Crimson-winged Woodpecker that allowed us to get it in the telescopes on several occasions. Moustached Barbet showed 
well, (as did a Great Barbet after lunch and a lot more effort). Banded Kingfishers taunted and mocked us on this day, being 
heard several times, but we simply could not locate one of them as they called to us from a hidden perch in the understorey. 
Compensation was sought by checking a spot that Mr. Biak knew for Gray Nightjar (below, Sam) which was found sleeping 
there as hoped.  
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Around the restaurant 
during lunch, a fruiting 
tree drew in two Olive 
Bulbuls, which were 
photographed and seen 
well, and a Spot-necked 
Babbler appeared 
behind the café a few 
times for the patient few. 
Flavescent Bulbuls 
were also conspicuous 
during the lunch stop. 
Several Red-bearded 
Bee-eaters were heard 
that morning, but 
steadfastly refused to 
show, merely giving their 
gruff notes from just far 
enough away to be 
useless in terms of 
viewing opportunities. 

On the way down, avian headlines continued to be made, with an unexpected close and prolonged showing (mainly for the 
front vehicle) of a Gray Peacock-Pheasant (above, Charley), the follow up vehicle at least got to see it cross the road, long 
tail trailing behind it, a short time later. Then, as dusk threatened to bring the curtain down, we tried a spot for Black-and-
yellow Broadbills and were rewarded with pre-dusk views of a pair of these beautiful, pink-breasted birds.  
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Long-tailed Broadbill 
 
17th February : Kaeng Krachan to Khao Yai 

 
For our final morning in Kaeng Krachan, we returned to the photo blinds outside the park, this time each group visiting the 
one that they had not covered before. This brought new birds for both groups, and for the trip. Charley’s group, this time based 
at Ban Songnook, had a mixed group of laughingthrushes, containing not only Greater but also Lesser Necklaced 
Laughingthrush too. While, at Ban Maka, the other group were delighted to catch up with Scaly-breasted Partridge (next 
page bottom, Charley), that they had not seen during their previous hide visit. Other ‘blind birds’ included Red Junglefowl, 
Chinese Blue-Flycatcher, some stunning blue male Siberian Blue Robins, and lots of Himalayan Striped Squirrels (next 
page top, Sam). A Black-capped Kingfisher was seen near Ban Maka too. The remainder of the day was spent driving 
north, before veering east to Thailand’s most popular national park, Khao Yai (meaning ‘large mountain). On the journey we 
added Green Bee-eater, Indochinese Bushlark, Baya and Asian Golden Weavers, and saw lots of Asian Openbills (page 
15, Sam). A decent lunchtime diversion was a Greater Spotted Eagle indicated by Vernon from the restaurant too. 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Scaly-breasted Partridge 
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During the journey from Kaeng Krachan to Khao Yai, we found paddies peppered with Asian Openbills (Sam Woods) 

 

 
18th February : Khao Yai National Park 
 
To use an overused phrase amongst soccer pundits, this day was the quintessential ‘Game of Two Halves’. Our first morning 
in this usually exciting park, felt anything but; crowds of people were everywhere, and birds seemed to be nowhere. 
Moustached Barbet, Green-billed Malkoha, Bar-winged Flycatcher-Shrike, and some brief views of a rapidly moving 
group of White-handed Gibbons were some of the only highlights that morning. However, the afternoon’s birding could well 
be argued as one of the best birding periods of the entire tour. It was a good day for hornbills, with Great, Oriental Pied, and 
Wreathed Hornbills all featuring, while a totally unexpected, and frustratingly shy, group of (Austen’s) Brown Hornbill were 
found in the afternoon, along a trail that also yielded a Red-headed Trogon for some, and better still, a Banded Kingfisher 
(next page, Sam) for all, and a male at that. The same location also gave us one last parting gift, a Collared Owlet sitting in 
full view, until we walked away. 
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Then, came the main event. In the weeks leading up to this tour, one of Khao Yai, and indeed Thailand’s rarest birds, the 
Coral-billed Ground-Cuckoo had become regular at a feeding station within the park. Photos kept coming through on the 
Internet, so as the tour approached Sam went shopping for supplies to make a screen for our group from these ordinarily shy 
forest birds. The biggest trick to getting the bird though was a more logistic one, space was very limited there, and so as mere 
three Thai photographers could leave no room for us to view. This had been the case that Sunday morning, when every inch 
of space was occupied. Returning on Sunday afternoon, the Bangkok weekenders had left, and we found the site deserted 
and perfectly set up for us to view. We erected our screen, threw down some rice, and waited. After a time, an unfamiliar blue 
flycatcher appeared, the only Hainan Blue-Flycatcher of the tour, then, suddenly a blue cast bird with a red cap appeared 
on the trail, Blue Pitta (page 2, Sam), one of two that swapped places on the trail (male and female), over our hour or so there. 
Siberian Blue Robin was also a regular visitor too. In the background, a large silvery shape, led some top proclaim that a 
Siamese Fireback had come in briefly. However, following a few more looks at this pheasant contender, it was revealed to be 
our main target, Coral-billed Ground-Cuckoo. It was nervy, crossing the trail one way and then another, but not appearing 
happy to pause. We wished we had a set of mealworms at this point, and debated leaving, as this felt like the best we were 
going to get it without their assistance. However, finally, this magnificent and striking bird lingered mid-trail, while all of us 
could see it in all of its full glory. The BIRD-OF-THE-DAY quickly appeared like a closed book, even following great views of 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Thailand: custom tour February-March 2018 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com                                +1-409-515-9110                                    info@tropicalbirding.com
      
 
	
	
	 		
 

17 

a male Blue Pitta through a telescope. As we left the cuckoo area, screen now taken down, we also added the striking and 
boisterous White-crested Laughingthrush to the birdilst. On the way out from the park, Charley chose to pause at a particular 
lake for its reliability as a location to watch low flying swifts during late afternoon. That afternoon was no different, as we got 
to observe some of the fastest birds in the world coming down to drink, below eye level, so that we could look down upon 
them, quite unlike a particular swift view. Both Brown-backed Needletails, and a single Silver-backed Needletail were seen 
among the group. As dusk fell we waited for a Great Eared-Nightjar to appear, which was only heard, while we watched a 
Brown Boobook nearby. Our journey out of the park was notable for some notable mammals; first a young Asian Elephant 
was seen moving around a forest clearing, before vanishing into the trees behind, and then on the wat back in the dark Sam’s 
group had to stop suddenly for a family group of Chinese Serow, one of which stood calmly in the road as our vehicle stopped 
just inches short of its muzzle. 
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Coral-billed Ground-Cuckoo 

 

 
This handsome male Red Junglefowl, the ancestor of the humble chicken, paused on the side of the road in Khao Yai National Park, 

where Charley took this beautiful shot 
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19th February : Khao Yai National Park 
 
A last full day was spent inside the park, and we continued to add more species by doing so. We started off at a scenic 
overlook, where bird activity was high during the opening hours of the day. It was there that we finally got satisfactory looks 
at Vernal Hanging-Parrots, which finally seemed to take pity on us, and rather than blasting right over us, instead landed in 
a tree where we could train our scopes on them for some time. Glowing marine Verditer Flycatchers and ‘talking’ Common 
Hill Mynas (this is the species traditionally used as talking birds in Asia for some time) were also found in the neighboring 
trees. Brown-rumped and Scarlet Minivets were also added in the surrounding trees. Barbets are a big feature of forest 
birding in this part of Southeast Asia, their distinctive notes being a constant backdrop emanating from the canopy. Today, 
we added another, Green-eared Barbet, our eighth species for the tour. Walking along the road from there and birding the 
forest edge led us to one of the birds of the day, when we found a pair of Black-and-buff Woodpeckers foraging beside the 
road. The distinctive, nasal calls of Gray-eyed Bulbuls also led us to our first confirmed ones of this species. We set off down 
a humid forest trail in pursuit of several species, but a broadbill in particular, Banded Broadbill. A battle then ensued between 
us and the calling broadbill, which frequently seemed close, but just out of our grasp, before Charley spotted one sitting in the 
canopy. A few heart-stopping moments, following it moving from tree to tree, and we soon all had this striking tropical bird in 
our sights. A party of White-bellied Erpornis were also located along the same track. Fire-breasted Flowerpecker, another 
Long-tailed Broadbill or two, and Blue-bearded Bee-eater also showed during this day inside Khao Yai.  
 

 
This Asian Barred Owlet was just a short walk from our hotel in Khao Yai in an area with Red-breasted Parakeets too (Sam Woods) 
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In our successful pursuit of Plain-backed Sparrow beside a large patch of seeding bamboo, we located a better species 
altogether, the unpredictable and nomadic Pin-tailed Parrotfinch, which was foraging with a small party of White-rumped 
Munias. Late in the day we visited the waterfall inside the park made famous by the film ‘The Beach’ and watched a Blue 
Whistling-Thrush feeding around its edges. Deliberately, we left the park earlier than the evening before (but pausing for a 
very showy Red Junglefowl (page 17, Charley), as we were leaving in order to have a short session of birding near our hotel, 
where we found the hoped-for Lineated Barbet and Red-breasted Parakeet with a minimum of effort. While watching these, 
an Asian Barred Owlet (page before, Sam) stared down at us. 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Blue Whistling-Thrush 
 

 
 
20th February : Khao Yai to Bangkok; fly to Chiang Mai, to Doi Inthanon 
 
Much of this day was spent traveling back north to Bangkok, then flying north to the city of Chiang Mai, and then driving to 
the base of Thailand’s highest mountain, Doi Inthanon – a birding behemoth. Some of the group opted to return to Khao Yai 
for a brief spell of early morning birding, whilst others, (who had not done so the evening before), birded for parakeets and 
barbets near our hotel outside the park. Our early morning drive into the park, in the hope of pheasants on the side of the 
road at dawn, was blocked from for some time, by a large roadblock in the form of an Asian Elephant (above, Sam) that ripped 
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down a tree in front of us, blocking the road completely in doing so, then taking just a miserly munch on the tree, then walking 
off leaving chaos in its wake! The park staff were quick to clear the foliage from the route, and we rather belatedly set off on 
our way. Birdwise, this was one of the quieter days of the tour, with a male Red-headed Trogon being the highlight for the 
park group that day, and Red-breasted Parakeets for those that remained around the hotel. Other highlights around Khao 
Yai included Lineated Barbet and Green-billed Malkoha, and whilst on arrival at our Doi Inthanon hotel a Rufous Treepie 
in the parking lot was popular, while our first Striated Swallows hawked overhead. 
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Red-breasted Parakeet 

 
21st February : Doi Inthanon National Park 
 
Doi Inthanon is often referred to as the ‘Roof of Thailand’, being the country’s highest mountain, at a rather underwhelming 
2565m/8415ft. The high range of altitudes on Inthanon means that the forest changes markedly from bottom to top, with dry 
deciduous woodland at the base, then grading into humid evergreen dipterocarp forest in its middle regions, and then changing 
starkly to low stunted cloud forest at its upper region. It was the latter we headed straight for on this morning, as there are 
certain species only found at higher elevations. We made a brief stop on the way up to add Ashy Woodpigeon and noticed 
a few Chestnut-tailed Minlas there too. Silver-eared Laughingthrushes were also found there, giving their boisterous dawn 
chorus, and were happy to emerge into the open. We also set about settling up with some of the local leaf warblers while 
there, like Blyth’s, Ashy-throated, and Claudia’s Leaf-Warblers.  
 

At the chilly summit area (not that cold, 
at 10 Celsius/50 Fahrenheit), we 
heard, and were frustrated by some 
calling Rufous-throated Partridges. 
Setting off in the direction of one 
calling pair, we did find some Black-
backed (Dark-backed) Sibias (next 
page, Sam) casually hopping along 
the hand rail, and then coaxed in the 
‘supercute’ Pygmy Cupwing (left, 
Charley) into an opening where all got 
to see it and see it well we did! We tried 
another boardwalk – known as Ang Ka 
– and quickly found a secretive Dark-
sided Thrush, which did emerge from 
its wet damp, hiding place on several 
occasions. Another skulker featured 
there, White-browed Shortwing. Its 

melodious call was quickly located, and the bird swiftly responded to call, coming in extremely close, but was still difficult to 
get on to as it moved quickly between roots. While at the summit area, we also added yet more leaf warblers to our bird list, 
with Buff-barred Warbler, and got some close looks of a male Snowy-browed Flycatcher. Up top, sunbirds were also a 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Thailand: custom tour February-March 2018 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com                                +1-409-515-9110                                    info@tropicalbirding.com
      
 
	
	
	 		
 

21 

focus, and we found (Mrs.) Gould’s Sunbird with no fuss, although a longer walk was required to pin down several male 
Green-tailed Sunbirds too, while an acrobatic Yellow-bellied Fairy-Fantail danced among the leaves above.  
 

 
A pair of Black-backed (Dark-backed) Sibias hopped onto a hand rail at the summit on Doi Inthanon, Thailand’s highest mountain at 

2565m (8415ft)-high (Sam Woods) 
 
Hill Blue-Flycatcher (page 22, Sam) was a constant companion over lunch at legendary Mr. Daeng’s café, which seems to 
have been there since time immemorial, with the original Mr. Daeng still serving birders decades after he began to do so. A 
Black-throated Sunbird coming into bathe by our table was a great crowd pleaser there too. A search for Slaty-backed 
Forktail met with only limited success, it was seen, but only by the few, as a fidgety pair flitted up and down stream. Some 
trail walking was also undertaken, nothing severe though, but new birds continued to be added steadily, as they had been all 
day long in our first foray into Thailand’s northern mountains saw us crashing headlong into a new avifauna entirely; while 
there we saw Rufous-backed Sibia, Yellow-cheeked Tit, Golden Babbler, Rufous-winged and Yunnan Fulvettas (that 
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no longer even share the same bird family after a recent taxonomic reshuffle), the anomalous Mountain Tailorbird (no longer 
considered a tailorbird at all, but a kind of bush-warbler), Golden-throated Barbet, and our first Gray-chinned Minivets. 
 
In the late afternoon, we changed strategy entirely dropping to the base of Doi Inthanon, and visited a tower constructed in 
a Blossom-headed Conservation Area. Unsurprisingly, that handsome bird was the top of our avian shopping list, but being 
located within dry deciduous forest, we got plentiful other new species too. From our lofty position overlooking the woods we 
surveyed Coppersmith Barbets calling from treetops, a small party of Racket-tailed Treepies emerge from a local garden 
and were haunted by calling Red-billed Blue Magpies, which eventually let us off the hook and showed to all. Eventually, 
the Blossom-headed Parakeets showed up, tantalizing us with first ‘just females’, and then some males too. A Gray-headed 
Parakeet also showed up and caught us completely off guard. Other birds recorded there before we retreated in the late 
afternoon, including perched views of Striated Swallows and Chestnut-tailed Starlings, a soaring Crested Treeswift, a 
small band of Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters, and some deep purple male Purple Sunbirds, our fourth sunbird species of 
the day. Our day came to a close much later, when we spent dusk on the edge of the lake watching dozens of nightjars 
swooping over the lake, calling from the ground, and flying about us, including more Large-tailed Nightjars, and the only 
Indian Nightjars encountered of the trip, which were into double figures there. 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Pygmy Cupwing 
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Great birding plus stunning scenery; this is typical of Khao Yai National Park, where the group watched Plumbeous and White-

capped Redstarts foraging at the base of the dramatic Wachirathan Waterfall (Sam Woods) 
 

22nd February: Doi Inthanon National Park 
 
Once again, we opened the day near the summit of Doi Inthanon hoping for pigeons. We had got the Ashy Woodpigeon the 
day before, but not the Speckled Woodpigeons said to be in the same area. A short time later, and we were enjoying 
cracking looks at this underrated species through the ‘scope. A Striated Bulbul spotted in the same spot was also a trip 
exclusive. With that ‘done’, we quickly headed for the summit again, as we still had a couple of niggling gaps to plug in our 
birdlist. One of these was filled with a strategic stop behind the men’s toilets (I wish this were not true!), where Charley and a 
few others managed to locate a calling Rufous-throated Partridge. We also returned again to the boardwalk, where a Dark-
sided Thrush was quickly located and this time gave prolonged views to all, unlike the day before. While watching the thrush, 
one of the group noticed an obliging flycatcher sitting near ground level, which proved to be one of the gaps we were looking 
to fill – Himalayan Bluetail. 
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Moving lower down the road, where tall mixed forest and scrub were found, we had a rich spell that included close ups of 
three Spectacled Barwing, a sudden appearance by a White-necked Laughingthrush, which surprisingly remained in view 
for all to get on to it, and then watched a series of Eyebrowed Thrushes plunging into the forest canopy. Sam spotted a 
Gray-sided Thrush among them, but like the other species, it was flighty and was soon lost from sight. Continuing down the 
road, we encountered one of the birds of the day, with a small party of Asian Emerald Cuckoos, which were scoped at 
length, as they called constantly overhead. A nesting minivet in the same area, was finally identified as a Short-billed Minivet, 
after careful examination from several different angles, and after Charley picked up the call of a Slaty-backed Flycatcher, it 
eventually gave killer looks. A spritely male Little Pied Flycatcher also joined our list soon after. Moving on to a nearby trail 
before lunch, a green pigeon at the trailhead was ultimately proved to be a Wedge-tailed Pigeon after some early debate in 
the hope it might be the considerably rarer White-bellied. The trip’s only nuthatch also featured there, with a confiding 
Chestnut-vented Nuthatch creeping along the branches of a nearby native pine tree. 
 
At lunchtime we rejoined Mr. 
Daeng and his ever-present 
male Hill Blue-Flycatcher, 
although this time the flycatcher 
had another companion, a 
Lesser Shortwing, which was 
in full view for some time below 
where we ate.  
Another short walk along a 
forest trail after lunch, was 
equally frustrating and 
rewarding; an Eyebrowed Wren-
Babbler refused to show, and 
the Gray-bellied Tesia that did 
show was a mere blur. We had 
better luck with a mixed flock 
that held Clicking Shrike-
Babbler, Gray-chinned 
Minivet, Yellow-cheeked and 
Yellow-browed Tits, Yunnan 
Fulvetta, and several 
Chestnut-capped Warblers too. The day closed well, with a visit to a spectacular waterfall, doubling up as both a birding 
spot, and a local scenic attraction too. At the base of Wachirathan Waterfall (page before, Sam) we found the two targets: 
Plumbeous Redstart (a pair), and the handsome White-capped Redstart, both riparian specialists. A late look for Black-
backed Forktail was fruitless though, and so we returned to the hotel, after another day with multiple new trip additions. 
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Spectacled Barwing (above Sam) 
 
 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Thailand: custom tour February-March 2018 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com                                +1-409-515-9110                                    info@tropicalbirding.com
      
 
	
	
	 		
 

25 

23rd February: Doi Inthanon National Park to Chiang Mai (departure)/to Chiang Dao (Extension) 
 
An early start got us back to the same slow-moving river for the same elusive Black-backed Forktail, which after some work, 
was seen by some at least, before disappearing. After we needed to move on, we managed to get distracted by a perched 
Black Baza, a very popular bird that day. However, a small group of Collared Falconets (below Charley), observed for some 
time at close range, soon put paid to that raptors chances of becoming bird-of-the-day, as it was clearly always going to be 
this tiny falcon, from the moment it was seen, and seen so well, and for such a prolonged period. Gray-capped (Pygmy) 
Woodpecker and Crested Treeswift were also both seen in the dry deciduous woodland where the falconets were also 
gotten. Sadly though, another target here, Black-headed Woodpecker was neither seen nor heard, during a long, sweaty 
search of this humid site. 
 
After a final fantastic lunch of local noodle soup in Chiang Mai, when Spoon-billed Sandpiper was found to have won the 
BIRD-OF-THE-MAIN-TOUR by something of a landslide, the group was slashed in two, as half left, while six remained to 
continue on with the NORTHERN HIGHLANDS EXTENSION… 
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Tour Summary: NORTHERN HIGHLANDS EXTENSION 
 
23rd February: Chiang Mai to Doi Chiang Dao 
 
In the afternoon, once we had said our farewells to the people departing the group, the rest of us drove on towards Doi 
Chiang Dao, to the north of the city of Chiang Mai. On the way we searched for wet paddies in an area usually rich in them, 
but there were precious few in evidence. Thankfully, though, in spite of this supposed setback, we did find a solitary Gray-
headed Lapwing, our principal target species for this area, and also came upon a number of snipes, of both Common and 
Pintailed Snipes. Later in the afternoon, we pulled into our humble base at Chiang Dao, where we finally met up with Mel, 
who was only able to join us for the extension. He joined at a perfect time though, as we spent the last part of the afternoon 
birding the base of the nearby temple, the scenic Wat Tham Pha Plong (page 27, Sam), where bulbuls were everywhere of 
misecallaneous species, and a party of Pin-tailed Pigeons were found resting quietly in the treetops.  
 

 
A late night for Vernon and Sam was rewarded with this Oriental Bay Owl in the shadow of the temple at Chiang Dao (Sam Woods) 
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Then, as darkness approached, we made a play for one of the most wanted species in the area, Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl, 
said to sometimes emerge into some large trees near the temple. We stood and waited for dusk to become apparent. We 
even tried playing the call severalñ times to no avail. Then, Charley tried one more time, and a huge owl came in to land in a 
massive, leafless tree overhead. Scopes were swiftly swung into action, and we all got scope views before it flapped lazily 
back into the forest. A potential bird-of-the-extension had been seen, and the extension was barely owls old, and Mel had 
been with ther group a matter of minutes! The forest cloaked temple quickly became apparent as a nightbird hotspot, with 6 
species recorded at dusk: Oriental Bay and Collared Scops Owls, Asian Barred and Spotted Owlets, and Blyth’s 
Frogmouths, all being heard during the search for the eagle-owl. With stomachs grumbling though, dinner intervened, before 
several of us returned later with the Oriental Bay Owl (page before Sam) as our most wanted bird. We battled with Blyth’s 
Frogmouth, and Mountain Scops-Owl, before we got our second owl of the night, a glorious bay owl clasped to a vertical 
vine staring with its huge eyes back at us. A surefire contender for top five birds of the trip, had more than just Sam and 
Vernon been present at this late hour! 
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl 
 

 
One of the most incredible settings for birding in Asia: Wat Tham Pha Plong, a temple in Doi Chiang Dao (Sam Woods) 
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24th February: Doi Chiang Dao to Doi Ang Khang 
 
We started the day right where it had closed the day before, birding the scenic forest-cloaked surrounds of the large temple 
near our hotel – Wat Tham Pha Plong. This was a mixture of great birding, a fascinating cultural insight, and impressive 
landscapes rolled all into one for the morning. An early find near the base of the temple steps was a singing White-throated 
Fantail, which flitted around us as it sung its sweet song. Overhead a male Asian Fairy-Bluebird posed in beautiful early 
morning light, a species from another small exclusively Asian family. Pin-tailed Pigeon featured for the second consecutive 
day, although this time just a single bird that shot overhead. The large shapes of several Mountain Imperial-Pigeons were 
also seen passing over the forest canopy. House Swifts darted in and out of their low nests the marked the entrance to the 
stairway to the temple. We walked all 510 steps to the temple, but slowly, birding our way gradually to their zenith. Low down 
we also found our first Common Iora of the trip, a species from a small endemic family to Asia. We were also surprised to 
find a Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo sitting low down and in the open. As we slowly made our way up the temple steps, 
walking among tall mature rainforest, we also got onto both Little Spiderhunter, a trip first, and also Streaked Spiderhunter 
that had already featured at Kaeng Krachan on the main tour.  
 

 
Red-whiskered Bulbul is a common species at some northern sites (Sam Woods) 
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Reaching the temple, we immediately came upon a group of Striated Yuhinas, which showed well, unlike the flighty ones 
earlier that day at the base of the steps. We then took some time to take in the sight of the ornate golden Buddhas inside the 
temple, nestled within a limestone cave that is part of the wat itself. Brown-cheeked Fulvetta also made a brief appearance 
at the temple, though did not linger for all. Up at the temple Charley spotted one of the strangest finds of the trip, a Silver-
rumped Needletail, well out of its normal range on Thailand to the south on the peninsula. Unfortunately, the bird was not 
photographed, but was seen extremely well. In the bamboo nearby a Yellow-bellied Warbler flitted about the stand, and then 
the bird of the morning was found closeby, a marvelous male Orange-breasted Trogon. On the way down, we noticed some 
raptors in the area; first a Mountain Hawk-Eagle soaring above the forest canopy, which was soon followed by an Oriental 
Honey-Buzzard floating above the same treetops. By the morning’s end we had racked up 11 species of bulbul, which were 
conspicuous around the fruiting trees at the temple entrance, and included Black-headed, Black-crested, Gray-eyed, and 
Red-whiskered Bulbuls (page before, Sam). 
 

 
 
After breakfast at Malee’s Nature Resort, we set off for another ‘doi’ (mountain), this time Doi Ang Khang, which rests 
against the Burmese border. We started our birding there by visiting a feeding station behind Ban Luang Resort, which was 
lively with flycatchers coming and going regularly. Females of both Large and Rufous-bellied Niltavas were seen, and a 
striking White-capped Redstart (above, Charley) also came out in the open too.  
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In the surrounding farmland, we found our first Long-tailed Shrikes, a male Daurian Redstart, Brown-breasted Bulbul, 
Pied Bushchat, and several Gray Bushchats to close out another birdy period in Thailand’s rich northern mountains., home 
to an eclectic mix of Himalayan migrants and resident species. 
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Orange-breasted Trogon 
 

 
 
25th February: Doi Ang Khang 
 
A full day was spent around this mountain town, close to the border with Myanmar. We began standing below a stand of 
mature native pine trees, a key habitat for an endangered species that occurs in this area: Giant Nuthatch. These outsized 
nuthatches need mature trees to exist, which there are precious few of. In the early mornings, where they occur, individuals 
often have regular calling perches where they give their bell like dawn song. This was where we were situated. However, no 
bell-like calls came from these pines that morning, so we moved on, picking up our first White-browed Laughingthrushes, 
Buff-throated Warblers, and a Stripe-breasted Woodpecker close by. Walking down the road, the sound we’d been waiting 
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for soon reached our ears, and we scrambled to find the source, a Giant Nuthatch, which was clearly calling very close to 
us. Finally, after some desperate scanning within the pines, Charley located this well named bird, and we watched it for some 
time. Weirdly, just across the road we also watched another pair of nuthatches, this time Chestnut-vented Nuthatch. 
Following our success with the nuthatch, we moved a little back down the road, where the forest becomes thicker and turns 
into a mixture of pine and dipterocarp trees. We took a species trail into the forest, and soon after heard another major target 
species in the area, Scarlet-faced Liocichla, which was coaxed into view several times, when its striking scarlet face patch 
could be seen clearly. Our first confirmed Hume’s Warbler along the same trail, was a little overshadowed by the 
laughingthrush (i.e. liocichla). Another forest trail brought us excellent looks at a pair of vocal Maroon Orioles. 
 

 
 

We then decided to return to the feeding station at the Ban Luang Resort, which were very different this morning, with 
thrushes being the main attractions, Eyebrowed, Gray-sided, and Black-breasted Thrushes (page 30, Sam) all being 
present. A female Common Rosefinch bathing in the small creek was another trip first. With lunch approaching, we visited 
the Royal Agricultural Station, where we were served fresh, locally grown vegetables. However, we were there not only for 
the culinary options, but also the birding on the grounds. A dripping pipe behind the restaurant attracted in more Black-
breasted Thrushes, and a Mountain Bulbul. Then, a second feeder, inside the forest regularly brought in Hill Blue-
Flycatcher, a female Rufous-bellied Niltava, and a beautiful male White-tailed Robin (above Sam).  
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However, most will probably remember it for the incredible views of Silver-eared Mesias (below, Sam) obtained there, one of 
the nine species from the laughingthrush family seen on this single day! 

 
By mid-afternoon, many were tired after some long days, and so decided to return to the hotel to rest out the last few hours 
of the day, or shop at the local stands selling local crafts and clothing of the local hill tribes of the area. The few that remained 
for birding were rewarded with an incredible late afternoon run of birds, which were most unexpected, as afternoons often so 
rarely compete with mornings for bird activity. Literally, as we were pulling out of the car park at our resort, news came through 
from another birder we had been connecting too, also leading a trip in Thailand simultaneously, who informed us of a Streaked 
Wren-Babbler near where our vehicle was located! We quickly pulled over, climbed into the forest, found a likely outcrop of 
limestone (key for this species), and played the call.  
 

 
 
At first, nothing occurred, and we looked to leave, but then a short call gave the bird’s presence away, and with some effort, 
we got several short, but good views of the bird clambering on the rocks and moving through the forest thicket. The second 
part of the message regarding bird news in this area was even more intriguing, and we would return to the resort early to 
check on that bit of news then.  
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Meanwhile, we headed out towards the Army Camp Site at Doi Ang Khang, spending a short time along a forest trail we 
had covered that morning again, where we quickly picked up a singing navy-blue male Small Niltava perched in the open. 
Trying for a Chestnut-headed Tesia we had heard there that morning, did not even illicit a vocal response from the bird, but 
we did run into a small group of White-necked Laughingthrushes moving through the trees overhead while there. Once at 
the army camp site, the activity was fantastic; a huge flock of Cook’s Swifts were observed on the wing above, a Burmese 
Shrike was hawking from a local stump, and an absurdly reactive Rusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler gave unbeatable views 
as it hopped around on the rocks in front of us. Then a familiar call in the pines above us got us onto our second Giant 
Nuthatch of the day, which gave long looks as it foraged and called in the small stand of pines there. A calling Gray Treepie 
was more uncooperative, called, then flew away before anyone but Charley had seen it. Our second new shrike for the trip, 
and the afternoon, was then found sitting on a bamboo pole, Gray-backed Shrike.  
 

 
 
We were on an unbelievable roll, and in an upbeat mood returned to the resort to check on other headline news we had 
received just hours before. Supposedly, the notoriously rare and shy Rusty-naped Pitta (above, Sam) had been seen of late 
feeding behind cabins, right within the resort we were staying in, so we simply had to check it out. We swept the area, played 
the call, but found nothing, so decided to wait it out for.  
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Then, just as it seemed the rumors were indeed too good to be true, Vernon uttered the now immortal words ‘Is that just a 
leaf down there?’, as he gestured to a brown object on the lawn behind the cabin. Looking with the naked eye, Sam also saw 
this as a leaf but raised his binoculars for security and was stunned to see that it was indeed a Rusty-naped Pitta (page 33, 
Sam) the very bird we had been praying for! It was. Surreal and magical moment on the tour. We watched it for some time, 
when Sam exclaimed, these are words I thought that I would never say: ‘Rusty-naped Pitta in the ‘scope!’, and yet there it 
was for all to see. After getting good looks, we approached closer, when the bird showed no fear, and continued feeding 
away, and was even joined by a second rustier individual just as dusk came on in earnest. A dreamy end to a phenomenal 
day in this Southeast Asian birding hotspot. 
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Silver-eared Mesia 
 
26th February: Doi Ang Khang to Fang 
 
With so few of the group having been 
present the evening before, there was 
one clear priority for early morning: 
Check the lawn at Angkhang Nature 
Resort for Rusty-naped Pitta(s). By 
the time we had finished with 
breakfast the sun was up, and even 
though he had seen the birds the day 
before, Vernon was first on sight, and 
arrived to find a pair of pittas feeding 
along the grass verge as hoped at 
6:35am. The birds remained until the 
entire group had assembled and seen 
them; then, a mere five minutes later, 
they hopped back into the forest and 
were gone, initiating celebrations all 
round. This was a species we simply 
did not expect to get on the trip, as 
they are famously difficult to see, let 
alone view so well, fully in the open. The remainder of the morning was spent dipping into other sites around Ang Khang, like 
the Chinese Cemetery and Army Camp Site, both of which proved worthy of visiting, yielding new birds at each of them. 
Soon after arriving at the cemetery, a Eurasian Jay (the striking ‘white-cheeked’ form), an Olive-backed Pipit, and a couple 
of Yellow-streaked Warblers were all tour additions. Also seen there during the morning was our one and only Chinese 
Leaf-Warbler giving a vigorous response to tape, a secretive Radde’s Warbler that came out for just a few of the group, a 
small party of Spectacled Barwing, some Japanese Tits (above, Sam), and a singing Hill Prinia. A flock of White-browed 
Laughingthrushes was observed crossing the road, while the same trees also ghosted a White-browed Scimitar-Babbler.  

 
Moving to the camp site, early shoppers among the group had to be disturbed for an early showing by a Gray Treepie, our 
only group sighting of the tour; Blue Rock-Thrush, and Burmese Shrike, and a glorious view of the surrounding hills were 
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also all seen from the same spot. We returned to the resort to check out and enjoy one more tasty Thai meal there, before 
moving northeast to Fang for the night. While taking lunch, Charley sped off at the sight of something sitting conspicuously in 
the treetops, which revealed itself to be just what he’d hoped, a male Spot-winged Grosbeak. 
 
After lunch we drove to Fang, birding the paddy fields (few of which were wet unfortunately), before we arrived. This open 
country birding produced a super male Pied Harrier, flocks of Black-collared Starlings, a single Plaintive Cuckoo, Green 
Bee-eater, Common Kingfisher, and a Plain-backed Sparrow. Having enjoyed a nonstop supply of excellent Thai food up 
until this point, we took a night off from this, and instead ate in an equally brilliant Japanese restaurant on this evening. 
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Rusty-naped Pitta 
 

 
 

The main attraction, Mrs. Hume’s Pheasant, showed up at Doi Lang, the best single site to find this normally furtive species  
(Sam Woods) 
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27th February: Doi Ang Lang to Thaton 
 
This provided one of the highlights of the overall tour, as Doi Lang can be said to offer some of the best birding in Thailand. 
We needed to start out early, take a packed breakfast and lunch on board, knowing this little visited mountain that crosses 
the border into Myanmar had nothing but a few military guard posts once up there. However, this was a small price to pay for 
the rewards given to us today. We pulled up to a specific place along the entrance road, where a series of blinds gave away 
the fact that we had arrived at the known feeding station for the exquisite (Mrs.) Hume’s Pheasant (page 35, Sam). We quickly 
pulled up and positioned the van with the side facing the road, in order that the feeding area was visible to all of us. We were 
there at around 6:30am, but it was not until around 7:00am that a male pheasant arrived and brought relief to all! In the 
meantime, other birds were dropping in and out, like White-browed Laughingthrush, Gray-backed Shrike, and Gray 
Bushchat. After the pheasant had arrived, some other birds became emboldened, and emerged too, like a confiding Rusty-
cheeked Scimitar-Babbler that hopped right up to our van. Once the pheasant decided to leave us, and the other birds 
scattered too, we continued up the road, to where a series of feeding areas were located and dropped in on these one-by-
one… 
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As we took breakfast in the field by one of these, we got to see Silver-eared Laughingthrushes and White-gorgeted 
Flycatcher (page 41, Charley) coming into to this one, while the next had a male Slaty-blue Flycatcher (page 39, Charley) 
headlining among others, and moving on further, another such spot hosted a beautiful Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher (below, 
Charley), a spritely Hill Prinia  giving absolutely the best views possible, and some absurdly confiding Rusty-cheeked 
Scimitar-Babblers (page before, Charley). A male White-bellied Redstart whipped in and out of the feeder so fast that only 
Sam got eyes on it.  
 

 
 

By now we at our fourth feeding area, and this one had a couple of real lookers waiting for us; both male and female Rufous-
bellied Niltavas (next page, Charley) was waiting as we arrived, waiting for its next worm, and other bird flitted in and out, until 
there at the back, within the forest gloom, a glowing red spot caught the eye. The trademark feature of a male Siberian 
Rubythroat (page 39, Sam). In between dropping into the feeding areas, we busied ourselves seeing other birds in the forest, 
like a large flock of twenty or so Long-tailed Broadbills (page 41, Charley), which was moving with a Himalayan Cutia among 
them, which was only seen by Sandy unfortunately. Gray-headed Woodpecker, also was calling, then seen, in the same 
area. 
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We spent some time up top, within inches of the Burmese border (a requested quick dash across the border and back was 
strongly discouraged by a heavily armed guard, so we quickly abandoned that idea). While there, we found Crimson-breasted 
Woodpecker, and also a small party of the scarce Long-tailed Sibia, a difficult bird in Thailand. However, by lunchtime, it 
had become hot and the bird activity was definitely on the wane. After lunching in the field, we started our way down slowly. 
We made some stops for the normally very gettable Spot-breasted Parrotbill, which never showed up all day, but while looking 
a calling Aberrant Bush-Warbler was located, which provided zero compensation for a parrotbill! Our final major stop on Doi 
Lang was an unobtrusive and innocent-looking roadside, where an Ultramarine Flycatcher (page 3, Sam) has been known to 
come in and feed regularly in recent years. The GPS point was quickly found to be spot on, when an Ultramarine Flyatcher 
began giving a soft dry rattle nearby, and then before we were ready it hopped on to a branch right beside us! Ultimately, it 
stayed around and gave us crisp and near perfect views and was later followed by a Gray Bushchat (above, Charley) doing 
just the same. 
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Our time in the mountains had come to an end, and so we worked our way down to the Thaton, where we spent the afternoon 
birding some open country, which was brimming with birds. The river was home to dozens of Small Pratincoles (below, Sam) 
some of which were fearless. Another ten or so Oriental Pratincoles also rested on the boulder covered islands in the river. 
Handfuls of Oriental Skylarks were also new to us there, as were a few dozen Red-throated Pipits in the agricultural fields. 
Headlines were provided by a pair of Rain Quails that took flight at close range and were a first for a TB tour in Thailand. An 
Eastern Marsh-Harrier quartered some distant fields, but the male the immaculate male Pied Harrier that appeared suddenly 
in front of us was unsurprisingly much more highly rated. That night we stayed in a luxurious hotel in Chiang Saen, enjoying 
yet more culinary delights, something that this tour is big on; good food. 
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: (Mrs.) Hume’s Pheasant 
 

 
A Small Pratincole blends in well with the boulders along the Kok River that runs north into Myanmar (Sam Woods) 
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28th February: Chiang Saen area to Bangkok for DEPARTURE 
 
We visited three different open country sites during the morning (Rim Khong area of the Mekong River, Nam Kham Nature 
Reserve, and Nong Bong Khai Non-hunting Area), in the Chiang Saen area, before wrapping up the tour with lunch in 
Chiang Rai, and departures from that airport to connect to Bangkok. 
 

 
 
Starting at the Mekong River, we found some Chestnut-tailed Starlings resting on some roadside wires, while over the river 
a Gray-throated Martin new for the trip, as were the numerous Dusky Warblers calling and flitting about the scrubby borders 
of the waterway. On the mud, a Little Ringed Plover eyed us from below. Yellow-bellied Prinias called and showed from 
the same scrubby borders that Dusky Warblers were locally abundant in. Just before departing for the grasslands and swamp 
of Nam Kham Nature Reserve, another Plain-backed Sparrow was noted on a roadside cable. At the nature reserve, we 
heard Laced Woodpecker, but could not get eyes on it, however, a pair of Freckle-breasted Woodpeckers were considerably 
more cooperative, letting us line the ‘scope on them right when started mating! Chestnut-capped Babblers called prominently 
but remained stubbornly hidden within the tall stands of grass that dominate the reserve in this dry season. Better success 
came with a Baikal Bush-Warbler, which came out into the open and afforded some in the group full binocular views;  
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far from a given with this hyper furtive warbler at this time of year. Another Eastern Marsh Harrier also drifted past us in the 
same sanctuary, and several Coppersmith Barbets perched in leafless trees. The final stop of the tour was a large lake, the 
Nong Bong Khai Non-hunting Area, which can be a good site for wintering waterfowl. Gray-headed Swamphens (page 
before, Charley) foraged among the floating vegetation that carpets the lake fringes, and Little Grebes peppered the lake. In 
small numbers, small groups of Indian Spot-billed Ducks were also seen too. In the main parking area, a Eurasian Wryneck 
was found, an Oriental Honey-Buzzard soared overhead, and then right before departure times were forcing us to leave, 
Charley located the final new bird of the trip, a flotilla of Ferruginous Ducks resting offshore. A final checklist and lunch was 
taken in Chiang Rai, before some stayed on to explore some non-birding distractions in the ‘Golden Triangle’, while for others 
the tour came to an end with a flight back into Bangkok.  
 
BIRD-OF-THE-DAY: Eurasian Wryneck 

 
 
We had gotten over 420 species, and got some real headliners on this list, like two pittas being seen well (both scoped), 4 
species of broadbill, 2 species of trogon, Hume’s Pheasant, the normally extremely difficult Coral-billed Ground-
Cuckoo, the beautiful Black Baza, a raptor that stands alone in terms of looks, a long time with a pair of Collared Falconets 
that were more concerned with preening each other than acknowledging us at the foot of the tree they were sitting in. We also 
had good observations of the critically endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper, and got some beautiful migrant flycatchers, like 
Ultramarine and Chinese Blue-Flycatchers, several encounters with dramatic Asian Hornbills, including the largest of them 
all, Great Hornbill, and a close up with the miniscule Pygmy Cupwing at the other end of the scale, as well as a brace of 
stellar owl sightings in the form of Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl and Oriental Bay Owl on a single night on the Northern 
Highlands Extension. On top of all of these avian highlights, the food was often a topic of conversation, and for good reason. 
This is a clear and perfectly understandable appeal of joining a bird tour to this Oriental country, which arguably offers some 
of the most popular food on any Tropical Birding tour. From start to finish, group participants continually commented on how 
good the food was. Thai food is popularly exported all over the world, and this tour would make you understand why very 
quickly. In addition to this is the fascinating country of Thailand, a Buddhist country, where ‘wats’, or temples are a common 
daily sight, as we drove from birding site to birding site, and the amazing temple at Doi Chiang Dao, surrounded on all sides 
by tall mature dipterocarp forest, and would have been a highlight all of its own, even if we had not seen some great birds 
there, like Orange-breasted Trogon and Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl. 
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BIRD	&	MAMMAL	LISTS:	
BIRDS	
The	taxonomy	of	the	bird	list	follows:	Clements,	James	F.,	White,	Anthony	W.,	and	Fitzpatrick,	John	
W.	The	Clements	Checklist	of	Birds	of	the	World.	Cornell,	2007.		
This	list	is	up	to	date	with	the	major	changes	published	by	Cornell	up	until	August	2017.	

GO	 denotes	a	species	that	was	seen	by	the	GUIDE	ONLY.	

EXT	 denotes	a	bird	that	was	only	recorded	on	the	Extension.	

Ducks,	Geese,	and	Waterfowl	(Anatidae)	
Lesser	Whistling-Duck	 	 	 	 Dendrocygna	javanica	
Seen	south	of	Bangkok,	and	also	near	Chiang	Saen	at	the	tour	end.	
Indian	Spot-billed	Duck	 	 	 Anas	poecilorhyncha	
A	small	number	were	seen	on	the	final	morning,	at	Nong	Bong	Khai	Non-hunting	Area.	
Ferruginous	Duck	 	 	 	 Aythya	nyroca	
Twenty	or	so	birds	were	seen	in	a	single	flock	at	Nong	Bong	Khai	Non-hunting	Area.	
Pheasants,	Grouse,	and	Allies	(Phasianidae)	
Rufous-throated	Partridge	 	 	 Arborophila	rufogularis	
A	calling	bird	was	seen	by	just	of	the	group	near	the	summit	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Bar-backed	Partridge	 	 	 	 Arborophila	brunneopectus	 H	
Heard	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	but	we	were	never	got	close	to	any.	
Scaly-breasted	Partridge	 	 	 Arborophila	chloropus	
Several	coveys	of	these	forest	partridges	were	seen	from	the	blinds	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Gray	Peacock-Pheasant		 	 	 Polyplectron	bicalcaratum	
One	of	the	standout	moments	of	the	tour	was	everyone	getting	to	see	this	normally	shy	and	elusive	species	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	
One	of	two	birds	seen	lingered	on	the	road	verge	to	be	studied	in	detail.	
Rain	Quail	 	 	 	 	 Coturnix	coromandelica	
Thanks	to	a	tip	off	from	some	visiting	Finnish	birders,	we	managed	to	track	down	a	pair	of	these	very	scarce	birds	in	Thaton.	
Two	birds	were	flushed	and	gave	us	a	prolonged	flight	view	
Mountain	Bamboo-Partridge	 	 	 Bambusicola	fytchii	 	 H	
Heard	close	at	Doi	Ang	Khang,	but	unfortunately	not	a	feather	was	seen.	Some	had	come	in	to	feed	with	a	Hume’s	Pheasant	
the	day	before	our	visit,	but	unfortunately	did	not	visit	the	station	that	day.	
Red	Junglefowl		 	 	 	 Gallus	gallus	
Seen	well	from	the	blinds	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	also	seen	close	again	in	Khao	Yai.	
Hume's	Pheasant	 	 	 	 Syrmaticus	humiae	
This	glorious	bird	seen	superbly	at	Doi	Lang,	was	voted	ONE	OF	THE	TOP	FIVE	BIRDS	OF	THE	EXTENSION.	
Kalij	Pheasant	 	 	 	 	 Lophura	leucomelanos	
Vernon	got	lucky	with	one	of	these	on	a	drive	through	Kaeng	Krachan,	when	he	saw	one	taking	off	the	road.	
Grebes	(Podicipedidae)		
Little	Grebe	 	 	 	 	 Tachybaptus	ruficollis	
A	flock	was	seen	on	a	lake	near	Doi	Inthanon,	and	others	were	seen	at	the	Nong	Bong	Khai	Non-hunting	Area.	
Storks	(Ciconiidae)	
Asian	Openbill	 	 	 	 	 Anastomus	oscitans	
Seen	in	good	numbers	in	Central	Thailand	south	of	Bangkok,	with	over	a	hundred	seen	on	one	day	there.	
Painted	Stork	 	 	 	 	 Mycteria	leucocephala	
A	few	was	seen	around	Kok	Kham/Pak	Thale	area	south	of	Bangkok.	
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	Cormorants	and	Shags	(Phalacrocoracidae)	
Little	Cormorant	 	 	 	 Microcarbo	niger	
An	abundant	species,	seen	regularly	in	wetland	areas	visited	on	the	tour	(e.g.	Kok	Kham,	Pak	Thale).	
Indian	Cormorant	 	 	 	 Phalacrocorax	fuscicollis	
Outnumbered	by	Little	Cormorants,	although	seen	a	number	of	times	around	the	pans	in	the	Pak	Thale	area.	
Herons,	Egrets,	and	Bitterns	(Ardeidae)	
Yellow	Bittern	 	 	 	 	 Ixobrychus	sinensis	 	 	 GO	
Sam	flushed	one	up	at	Nong	Bong	Non-hunting	Area.	
Gray	Heron	 	 	 	 	 Ardea	cinerea	
Seen	on	three	days	of	the	tour,	including	Kok	Kham	and	Nong	Gong	Non-hunting	Area.	
Purple	Heron	 	 	 	 	 Ardea	pupurea	
A	few	were	seen	on	just	two	days	of	the	tour,	including	at	Nong	Gong	Khai	Non-hunting	Area.	
Great	Egret	 	 	 	 	 Ardea	alba	
Recorded	on	four	days	of	the	tour.	
Intermediate	Egret	 	 	 	 Mesophyx	intermedia	
Just	seen	a	couple	of	times	on	the	tour.	
Little	Egret	 	 	 	 	 Egretta	garzetta	
Regularly	recorded,	on	at	least	eight	days	of	the	tour.	
Pacific	Reef-Heron	 	 	 	 Egretta	sacra	
One	was	seen	at	Kok	Kham.	
Cattle	Egret	 	 	 	 	 Bubulcus	ibis	
Another	regularly	seen	bird,	observed	on	at	least	ten	days	of	the	tour.	
Chinese	Pond-Heron	 	 	 	 Ardeola	bacchus	
An	abundant	species	in	Thailand,	seen	on	all	but	a	few	days	of	the	tour.	
Javan	Pond-Heron	 	 	 	 Ardeola	speciose	
Just	a	few	were	positively	identified	in	the	area	around	Pak	Thale.	
Striated	Heron	 	 	 	 	 Butorides	striata	
Recorded	on	five	days	of	the	tour,	including	in	Pak	Thale	and	Khao	Yai.	
Hawks,	Eagles,	and	Kites	(Accipitridae)	
Black-shouldered	Kite	 	 	 	 Elanus	caeruleus	
One	was	seen	out	of	the	car	window	by	Vernon	in	Doi	Inthanon.	
Oriental	Honey-buzzard	 	 	 Pernis	ptilorhynchus	
Recorded	on	three	days;	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	Doi	Chiang	Dao,	and	at	Nong	Bong	Khai	NHA.	
Black	Baza	 	 	 	 	 Aviceda	leuphotes	
Three	different	birds	were	seen	in	the	dry	forest	at	the	base	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Crested	Serpent-Eagle	 	 	 	 Spilornis	cheela	
About	seven	birds	were	seen	during	one	morning	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Mountain	Hawk-Eagle	 	 	 	 Nisaetus	nipalensis	
One	was	seen	gliding	over	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong,	Doi	Chiang	Dao;	another	was	seen	at	Doi	Lang.	
Rufous-bellied	Eagle	 	 	 	 Lophotriorchis	kienerii	
A	cooperative	low	flying	individual	was	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Greater	Spotted	Eagle	 	 	 	 Clanga	clanga	
Vernon	found	one	in	the	coastal	lowlands	south	of	Bangkok	over	lunch.	
Gray-faced	Buzzard	 	 	 	 Butastur	indicus	
One	was	bumped	into	during	one	of	the	journeys	on	the	tour.	
Eastern	Marsh-Harrier	 	 	 	 Circus	spilonotus	
Seen	in	Thaton	and	at	Nam	Kham	Nature	Reserve.	
Pied	Harrier	 	 	 	 	 Circus	melanoleucos	
Two	immaculate	males	were	seen;	at	Fang,	and	in	Thaton.	
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Crested	Goshawk	 	 	 	 Accipiter	trivirgatus	
Half	a	dozen	was	seen	in	one	morning	at	Kaeng	Krachan;	also	seen	at	Chiang	Dao,	and	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Black	Kite	 	 	 	 	 Milvus	migrans	
Recorded	near	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Rails,	Gallinules,	and	Coots	(Rallidae)	
White-breasted	Waterhen	 	 	 Amaurornis	phoenicurus	
Seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan	NP,	near	Doi	Inthanon,	in	Thaton,	and	at	Nong	Bong	Khai	Non-hunting	Area.	
Gray-headed	Swamphen	 	 	 Porphyrio	poliocephalus	
A	good	number	were	seen	at	Nong-Bong	Non-hunting	Area.	
Eurasian	Moorhen	 	 	 	 Gallinula	chloropus	 	
Recorded	in	Thaton	and	in	the	Chiang	Saen	area.	
Eurasian	Coot	 	 	 	 	 Fulica	atra	
Only	recorded	in	Nong	Bong	Khai	Non-hunting	Area.	
Stilts	and	Avocets	(Recurvirostridae)		
Black-winged	Stilt	 	 	 	 Himantopus	himantopus	
A	common	Thai	shorebird,	seen	at	numerous	sites	along	the	coast	south	of	Bangkok	(e.g.	Pak	Thale).	
Plovers	and	Lapwings	(Charadriidae)		
Black-bellied	Plover	 	 	 	 Pluvialis	squatarola	
Seen	in	good	numbers	in	Kok	Kham	and	Pak	Thale.	
Pacific	Golden-Plover	 	 	 	 Pluvialis	fulva	
A	small	number	were	seen	at	Pak	Thale.	
Gray-headed	Lapwing	 	 	 	 Vanellus	cinereus	
One	was	located	in	Chiang	Dao	rice	paddies.	
Red-wattled	Lapwing	 	 	 	 Vanellus	indicus	
Seen	on	eight	different	days	of	the	tour.	
Lesser	Sand-Plover	 	 	 	 Charadrius	mongolus	
Good	numbers	were	observed	at	Pak	Thale.	
Greater	Sand-Plover	 	 	 	 Charadrius	leschenaultia	
Also	seen	in	high	numbers	in	Pak	Thale.	
Kentish	Plover	 	 	 	 	 Charadrius	alexandrines	
Seen	in	good	numbers	in	Kok	Kham	and	Pak	Thale.	
Little	Ringed	Plover	 	 	 	 Charadrius	dubius	
Recorded	at	Pak	Thale,	Thaton,	and	along	the	banks	of	the	Mekong	River.	
Sandpipers	and	Allies	(Scolopacidae)		
Whimbrel	 	 	 	 	 Numenius	phaeopus	
Some	large	groups	were	seen	at	Pak	Thale.	
Eurasian	Curlew	 	 	 	 Numenius	arquata	
A	large	group	were	seen	at	Pak	Thale.	
Black-tailed	Godwit	 	 	 	 Limosa	limosa	
Seen	in	small	numbers	at	Kok	Kham,	Pak	Thale,	and	at	Laem	Pak	Bia.	
Ruddy	Turnstone	 	 	 	 Arenaria	interpres	
Seen	on	both	of	our	visits	to	Pak	Thale.	
Great	Knot	 	 	 	 	 Calidris	tenuirostris	
Up	to	around	30	birds	were	seen	at	Pak	Thale,	during	our	‘Spoon-billed	Sandpiper	offensive’.	
Ruff	 	 	 	 	 	 Calidris	pugnax	
A	singleton	was	seen	in	the	Pak	Thale	area.	
Broad-billed	Sandpiper		 	 	 Calidris	falcinellus	
Frequently	encountered	in	the	Kok	Kham/Pak	Thale/Laem	Pak	Bia	area.	
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Curlew	Sandpiper	 	 	 	 Calidris	ferruginea	
Present	in	good	numbers	at	Pak	Thale,	where	one	near	full	breeding	plumage	bird	was	seen	too.	
Temminck's	Stint	 	 	 	 Calidris	temminckii	
Singles	were	seen	on	three	days;	one	at	Kok	Kham,	one	at	Pak	Thale,	and	another	at	Thaton.	
Long-toed	Stint		 	 	 	 Calidris	subminuta	
Around	half	a	dozen	birds	were	seen	on	our	two	visits	to	the	Pak	Thale	area.	
Spoon-billed	Sandpiper	 	 	 Calidris	pygmea	
Our	first,	afternoon,	visit	to	Pak	Thale	drew	a	blank.	However,	when	we	returned	the	following	morning,	Vernon	found	the	
first	of	three	different	individuals	seen	at	length.	One	of	the	birds	was	flag	ringed	in	Russia.	This	iconic,	critically-endangered,	
species	was	VOTED	(OVERWHELMINGLY)	AS	THE	TOP	BIRD	OF	THE	MAIN	TOUR.	
Red-necked	Stint	 	 	 	 Calidris	ruficollis	
Numerous	at	Kok	Kham,	Pak	Thale,	and	Laem	Pak	Bia.	
Sanderling	 	 	 	 	 Calidris	alba	
A	small	number	were	seen	on	both	of	our	trips	to	Pak	Thale	in	pursuit	of	Spoon-billed	Sandpiper.	
Dunlin	 	 	 	 	 	 Calidris	alpine	
One	was	found	at	Pak	Thale.	
Asian	Dowitcher	 	 	 	 Limnodromus	semipalmatus	
A	single	and	a	pair	was	seen	at	Laem	Pak	Bia.	
Common	Snipe	 	 	 	 	 Gallinago	gallinago	
We	managed	to	identify	eight	birds	at	Chiang	Dao	paddies.	
Pin-tailed	Snipe	 	 	 	 Gallinago	stenura	
At	least	two	were	seen	among	the	snipes	identified	at	Chiang	Dao	paddies.	
Terek	Sandpiper	 	 	 	 Xenus	cinereus	
Three	birds	were	found	at	Pak	Thale.	
Common	Sandpiper	 	 	 	 Actitis	hypoleucos	
Recorded	on	five	days	of	the	tour,	including	at	Kok	Kham,	Pak	Thale,	and	Thaton.	
Green	Sandpiper	 	 	 	 Tringa	ochropus	
A	couple	of	singles	were	seen,	at	Chiang	Dao	and	Thaton.	
Spotted	Redshank	 	 	 	 Tringa	erythropus	
At	least	fifteen	birds	were	noted	at	Pak	Thale.	
Common	Greenshank	 	 	 	 Tringa	nebularia	
Recorded	at	both	Kok	Kham	and	Pak	Thale.	
Nordmann's	Greenshank	 	 	 Tringa	guttifer	
Three	birds	were	seen	in	Laem	Pak	Bia,	near	Pak	Thale.	
Marsh	Sandpiper	 	 	 	 Tringa	stagnatilis	
Regularly	seen	at	Pak	Thale.	
Wood	Sandpiper	 	 	 	 Tringa	glareola	
Recorded	on	two	days	of	the	tour,	including	a	single	at	Laem	Pak	Bia.	
Common	Redshank	 	 	 	 Tringa	tetanus	
One	was	seen	at	Kok	Kham,	and	another	four	birds	were	found	at	nearby	Laem	Pak	Bia.	
Pratincoles	and	Coursers	(Glareolidae)	
Oriental	Pratincole	 	 	 	 Glareola	maldivarum	
Ten	birds	were	seen	in	Thaton.	
Small	Pratincole	 	 	 	 Glareola	lacteal	
At	least	twenty	were	seen	in	Thaton.	
Gulls,	Terns,	and	Skimmers	(Laridae)		
Brown-headed	Gull	 	 	 	 Chroicocephalus	brunnicephalus	
Small	numbers	were	observed	at	Pak	Thale.	
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Little	Tern	 	 	 	 	 Sternula	albifrons	
Noted	at	both	Kok	Kham	and	Pak	Thale.	
Gull-billed	Tern	 	 	 	 Gelochelidon	nilotica	
A	small	number	of	these	butch	terns	were	found	perched	at	Pak	Thale.	
Caspian	Tern	 	 	 	 	 Hydroprogne	caspia	
Three	individuals	were	encountered	on	the	first	trip	to	Pak	Thale.	
White-winged	Tern	 	 	 	 Chlidonias	leucopterus	
One	was	seen	at	a	site	on	the	journey	between	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Khao	Yai.	
Whiskered	Tern	 	 	 	 Chlidonias	hybrid	
Regularly	encountered	in	the	Kok	Kham/Pak	Thale	area.	
Pigeons	and	Doves	(Columbidae)		
Rock	Pigeon	 	 	 	 	 Columba	livia	
Regularly	encountered	in	urban	settings.	
Speckled	Wood-Pigeon		 	 	 Columba	hodgsonii	
Seven	birds	were	seen	in	a	group	on	Doi	Inthanon	one	day.	
Ashy	Wood-Pigeon	 	 	 	 Columba	pulchricollis	
A	party	of	four	birds	were	found	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Red	Collared-Dove	 	 	 	 Streptopelia	tranquebarica	
Fairly	regularly	recorded	in	open	country,	like	around	the	coast	south	of	Bangkok	and	in	Fang	paddies	too.	
Spotted	Dove	 	 	 	 	 Streptopelia	chinensis	
An	abundant	species	in	open	areas,	seen	on	at	least	14	days	of	the	tour.	
Barred	Cuckoo-Dove	 	 	 	 Macropygia	unchall	 	 	 H	
Heard	by	Charley	in	Khao	Yai.	
Little	Cuckoo-Dove	 	 	 	 Macropygia	ruficeps	
A	pair	was	seen	perched	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Asian	Emerald	Dove	 	 	 	 Chalcophaps	indica	
Seen	on	just	a	couple	of	occasions	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	at	the	blinds	there.	
Zebra	Dove	 	 	 	 	 Geopelia	striata		
Recorded	at	multiple	locations,	an	abundant	species	in	Thailand.	 	 	 	 	
Pink-necked	Pigeon	 	 	 	 Treron	vernans		 	 	 GO	
One	was	seen	on	the	journey	to	the	coast	south	of	Bangkok	by	one	of	the	guides	only.	
Thick-billed	Pigeon	 	 	 	 Treron	curvirostra	
Seen	on	a	couple	of	occasions	in	both	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Khao	Yai.	
Pin-tailed	Pigeon	 	 	 	 Treron	apicauda	
A	party	were	seen	perched	beside	the	large	temple	in	Chiang	Dao.	
Wedge-tailed	Pigeon	 	 	 	 Treron	sphenurus	
One	was	scoped	by	a	trailhead	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Mountain	Imperial-Pigeon	 	 	 Ducula	badia	
First	seen	perched	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	then	seen	again	in	Khao	Yai,	Doi	Inthanon,	and	Chiang	Dao.		
Cuckoos	(Cuculidae)		
Coral-billed	Ground-Cuckoo	 	 	 Carpococcyx	renauldi	
A	single	bird	was	seen	at	a	recently	set	up	feeding	site	in	Khao	Yai.	It	was	seen	on	about	four	occasions,	and	on	the	final	time	
lingered	on	the	trail	in	full	view	of	us	all	for	some	time.	ONE	OF	THE	TOP-FIVE-BIRDS-OF-THE-MAIN-TOUR.	
Greater	Coucal	 	 	 	 	 Centropus	sinensis	
A	few	were	seen,	with	many	more	heard.	Seen	at	least	in	Chiang	Dao,	Fang,	and	Thaton.	
Lesser	Coucal	 	 	 	 	 Centropus	bengalensis	
One	was	seen	briefly	at	Thaton	by	some.	
Raffles's	Malkoha	 	 	 	 Rhinortha	chlorophaea	
Two	were	seen	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	
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Green-billed	Malkoha	 	 	 	 Phaenicophaeus	tristis	
One	was	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	others	were	found	in	Khao	Yai,	Chiang	Dao,	and	Doi	Lang.	
Asian	Koel	 	 	 	 	 Eudynamys	scolopaceus	
A	constant	background	sound	on	much	of	the	tour,	several	were	seen	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	and	Chiang	Saen.	
Asian	Emerald	Cuckoo	 	 	 	 Chrysococcyx	maculatus	
A	family	party	of	three	birds	were	seen	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Violet	Cuckoo	 	 	 	 	 Chrysococcyx	xanthorhynchus	
Sheelagh	found	a	wonderful	perched	bird	in	Kaeng	Krachan	NP.	
Banded	Bay	Cuckoo	 	 	 	 Cacomantis	sonneratii	
Heard	at	several	locations,	although	only	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Plaintive	Cuckoo	 	 	 	 Cacomantis	merulinus	
After	hearing	them	at	various	sites,	we	finally	saw	one	at	Fang	paddies.	
Square-tailed	Drongo-Cuckoo	 	 	 Surniculus	lugubris	
A	single	individual	showed	well	at	the	base	of	the	temple	steps	at	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong,	Chiang	Dao.	
Large	Hawk-Cuckoo	 	 	 	 Hierococcyx	sparverioides	
A	couple	of	low	flight	views	were	had	in	Doi	Inthanon.	
Indian	Cuckoo	 	 	 	 	 Cuculus	micropterus	 	 	 H	
One	was	heard	on	our	final	morning	in	Nam	Kham	Nature	Reserve.	
Barn-Owls	(Tytonidae)		
Oriental	Bay-Owl	 	 	 	 Phodilus	badius		
If	more	people	had	chosen	to	come	out,	this	surely	would	have	made	the	top	five	birds	of	the	extension.	Sam	and	Vernon	had	
stunning	views	of	this	unique	owl	clamped	to	a	forest	vine,	near	the	temple	at	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong.		 	
Owls	(Strigidae)		
Mountain	Scops-Owl	 	 	 	 Otus	spilocephalus	 	 	 H	
At	least	two	were	heard	at	night	at	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong.	
Collared	Scops-Owl	 	 	 	 Otus	lettia	 	 	 	 H	
Heard	at	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong.		
Spot-bellied	Eagle-Owl	 	 	 	 Bubo	nipalensis	
This	huge	owl	came	in	and	perched	above	us	at	dusk	one	evening	near	the	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong,	where	it	gets	seen	
erratically.	It	was	voted	as	ONE	OF	THE	TOP	FIVE	BIRDS-OF-THE-EXTENSION.	
Collared	Owlet	 	 	 	 	 Glaucidium	brodiei	
An	excellent	bird	remained	in	view	for	some	time	during	a	classic	afternoon’s	birding	in	Khao	Yai.	
Asian	Barred	Owlet	 	 	 	 Glaucidium	cuculoides	
Seen	during	the	day	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	then	again	near	our	hotel	in	Khao	Yai.	
Spotted	Owlet	 	 	 	 	 Athene	brama	 	 	 	 H	
Heard	calling	at	Doi	Inthanon	and	Chiang	Dao.	
Brown	Boobook	 	 	 	 Ninox	scutulata	
One	showed	well	at	Khao	Yai	NP,	just	after	dusk	one	evening.	
Frogmouths	(Podargidae)	
Blyth’s	Frogmouth	 	 	 	 Batrachostomus	affinis	 	 	 H	
Heard	late	one	night	at	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong,	Chiang	Dao.	
Nightjars	and	Allies	(Caprimulgidae)		
Great	Eared-Nightjar	 	 	 	 Lyncornis	macrotis	 	 	 H	
Only	heard	late	one	evening	at	Khao	Yai,	while	we	were	watching	a	Brown	Boobook.	
Gray	Nightjar	 	 	 	 	 Caprimulgus	jotaka	
A	roosting	bird	was	showed	to	us	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Large-tailed	Nightjar	 	 	 	 Caprimulgus	macrurus	
This	is	Thailand’s	most	conspicuous	nightjar	species,	seen	well	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai	and	near	Doi	Inthanon	also.	
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Indian	Nightjar		 	 	 	 Caprimulgus	asiaticus	
Around	a	dozen	birds	were	seen	calling	and	feeding	beside	a	lake	near	Doi	Inthanon.	
Swifts	(Apodidae)		
Silver-rumped	Needletail	 	 	 Rhaphidura	leucopygialis	
A	bird	that	looked	perfect	for	this	out	of	range	species	was	observed	close	at		Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong.	
Silver-backed	Needletail	 	 	 Hirundapus	cochinchinensis	
A	single	was	seen	foraging	low	over	a	lake	with	a	flock	of	the	next	species,	at	Khao	Yai.	
Brown-backed	Needletail	 	 	 Hirundapus	giganteus	
A	flock	was	seen	feeding	low	in	excellent	light,	one	afternoon	in	Khao	Yai.	
Himalayan	Swiftlet	 	 	 	 Aerodramus	brevirostris	
Regularly	observed	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	and	Doi	Inthanon.	
Germain's	Swiftlet	 	 	 	 Aerodramus	germani	
Common	in	the	coastal	lowlands	in	particular	(e.g.	Pak	Thale).	
Cook's	Swift	 	 	 	 	 Apus	cooki	
Some	large	flocks	(of	hundreds)	were	seen	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
House	Swift	 	 	 	 	 Apus	nipalensis	
Only	observed	on	a	few	days,	where	seen	very	well	in	particular	nesting	at	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong.	
Asian	Palm-Swift	 	 	 	 Cypsiurus	balasiensis	
A	few	were	seen	on	each	visit	to	Khao	Yai,	and	another	few	were	seen	along	the	Mekong	River	near	Chiang	Saen.	
Treeswifts	(Hemiprocnidae)		
Crested	Treeswift	 	 	 	 Hemiprocne	coronate	
Seen	twice	in	Doi	Inthanon,	including	at	the	Blossom-headed	Parakeet	Conservation	Area.	
Gray-rumped	Treeswift	 	 	 Hemiprocne	longipennis	
Two	birds	only	were	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Trogons	(Trogonidae)	
Red-headed	Trogon	 	 	 	 Harpactes	erythrocephalus	
Seen	on	multiple	occasions;	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai	(best),	Doi	Inthanon,	and	in	Chiang	Dao.	
Orange-breasted	Trogon	 	 	 Harpactes	oreskios	
A	male	was	seen	well	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	another	was	seen	on	the	extension	in	Chiang	Dao.	
Hoopoes	(Upupidae)	
Eurasian	Hoopoe	 	 	 	 Upupa	epops	
Two	singles	were	seen,	at	Doi	Inthanon,	and	also	in	Thaton.	
Hornbills	(Bucerotidae)	
Great	Hornbill	 	 	 	 	 Buceros	bicornis	
Excellent	views	were	during	our	two	days	inside	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	others	were	also	seen	in	Khao	Yai.		
VOTED	AS	ONE	OF	THE	TOP	FIVE	BIRDS-OF-THE-MAIN-TOUR.	
Brown	Hornbill		 	 	 	 Anorrhinus	austeni	
Also	known	as	Austen’s	Brown	Hornbill.	A	single	group	was	seen	briefly	in	Khao	Yai.	
Rusty-cheeked	Hornbill	 	 	 Anorrhinus	tickelli	
A	group	of	four	was	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan	National	Park.	
Oriental	Pied-Hornbill	 	 	 	 Anthracoceros	albirostris	
Seen	in	good	numbers	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	especially	Khao	Yai.	
Wreathed	Hornbill	 	 	 	 Rhyticeros	undulates	
Two	were	seen	in	flight	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	then	another	two	singles	were	seen	well	in	Khao	Yai.	
Kingfishers	(Aldedinidae)		
Common	Kingfisher	 	 	 	 Alcedo	atthis	
Recorded	on	at	least	four	days	of	the	tour,	at	Pak	Thale,	Fang	paddies,	and	Thaton.	
Blue-eared	Kingfisher	 	 	 	 Alcedo	meninting	
One	was	seen	alongside	the	river	in	Khao	Yai,	but	it	did	not	remain	around	for	long.	
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Banded	Kingfisher	 	 	 	 Lacedo	pulchella	
A	male	was	observed	sitting	above	us	for	some	time,	in	the	forest	at	Khao	Yai	National	Park.	
White-throated	Kingfisher	 	 	 Halcyon	smyrnensis	
Seen	on	seven	different	days,	including	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	on	the	coast	south	of	Bangkok,	Doi	Inthanon,	and	Fang.	
Black-capped	Kingfisher	 	 	 Halcyon	pileata	
A	few	sightings	only,	near	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Collared	Kingfisher	 	 	 	 Todiramphus	chloris	
A	handful	of	birds	were	seen	along	the	coast	south	of	Bangkok	during	our	first	two	days	(i.e.	Kok	Kham	and	Pak	Thale).	
Bee-eaters	(Meropidae)		
Red-bearded	Bee-eater		 	 	 Nyctyornis	amictus	 	 	 H	
In	spite	of	much	effort,	three	separate	calling	birds	could	not	be	located	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Blue-bearded	Bee-eater	 	 	 Nyctyornis	athertoni	
Seen	once	inside	Kaeng	Krachan	and	then	again	in	Khao	Yai.	
Green	Bee-eater	 	 	 	 Merops	orientalis	
Seen	well	at	a	couple	of	open	country	areas	around	Fang	and	Thaton.	
Chestnut-headed	Bee-eater	 	 	 Merops	leschenaultia	
Observed	on	at	least	six	days	of	the	tour,	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	Doi	Inthanon,	and	Doi	Lang.	
Rollers	(Coraciidae)		
Indian	Roller	 	 	 	 	 Coracias	benghalensis	
A	regular	roadside	bird,	recorded	on	at	least	nine	days	of	the	tour,	including	within	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Khao	Yai.	
Dollarbird	 	 	 	 	 Eurystomus	orientalis	
Four	birds	were	seen	at	Kaeng	Krachan	during	a	single	day,	and	another	one	was	seen	near	Khao	Yai.	
Asian	Barbets	(Megalaimidae)		
Coppersmith	Barbet	 	 	 	 Psilopogon	haemacephalus	
Seen	first	from	our	hotel	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	with	later	sightings	in	Doi	Inthanon,	and	at	Nam	Kham	Nature	Reserve.	
Blue-eared	Barbet	 	 	 	 Psilopogon	duvaucelii	
A	common	sound	at	Kaeng	Krachan	(where	seen),	Khao	Yai,	and	Chiang	Dao.	
Great	Barbet	 	 	 	 	 Psilopogon	virens	
One	was	seen	near	the	top	of	the	road	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Red-throated	Barbet	 	 	 	 Psilopogon	mystacophanos	 	 H	
Heard	a	couple	of	times	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Green-eared	Barbet	 	 	 	 Psilopogon	faiostrictus	
Some	good	looks	were	had	of	this	vocal	bird	in	Khao	Yai.	
Lineated	Barbet	 	 	 	 Psilopogon	lineatus	
Seen	first	beside	one	of	the	blinds	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	then	again	beside	our	hotel	near	Khao	Yai.	
Golden-throated	Barbet	 	 	 Psilopogon	franklinii	
Some	good	views	were	had	at	Doi	Inthanon,	and	also	heard	calling	in	Doi	Lang.	
Moustached	Barbet	 	 	 	 Psilopogon	incognitus	
We	managed	to	get	some	crisp	looks	in	both	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Khao	Yai.	
Blue-throated	Barbet	 	 	 	 Psilopogon	asiaticus	
Heard	regularly	at	some	sites,	and	scoped	up	at	both	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong,	Chiang	Dao.	
WOODPECKERS:	PICIDAE	
Eurasian	Wryneck	 	 	 	 Jynx	torquilla	
One	was	seen	by	the	visitor	center	of	Nong	Bong	Khai	Non-hunting	Area.	
White-browed	Piculet	 	 	 	 Sasia	ochracea	 	 	 	 H	
Heard	twice	on	the	tour,	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	then	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Gray-capped	Woodpecker	 	 	 Dendrocopos	canicapillus	
A	pair	was	seen	in	the	dry	forest	at	the	base	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
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Freckle-breasted	Woodpecker	 	 	 Dendrocopos	analis	
A	pair	was	seen	mating	in	Nam	Kham	Nature	Reserve.	
Stripe-breasted	Woodpecker	 	 	 Dendrocopos	atratus	
One	was	found	by	Mel	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Crimson-breasted	Woodpecker		 	 Dendrocopos	cathpharius	
A	single	was	found	very	close	to	the	border	with	Burma	(Myanmar)	at	Doi	Lang.	
Crimson-winged	Woodpecker	 	 	 Picus	puniceus	
This	striking	woodpecker	was	seen	once	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	cooperatively	afforded	all	‘scope	views.	
Laced	Woodpecker	 	 	 				 Picus	vittatus	 	 	 	 H	
Heard	at	two	sites;	Khao	Yai,	and	Nam	Kham	Nature	Reserve.	
Gray-headed	Woodpecker	 	 	 Picus	canus	
One	showed	up	on	Doi	Lang	on	the	extension.	
Common	Flameback	 	 	 	 Dinopium	javanense	 	 	 H	
Heard	multiple	times	at	three	different	sites,	but	frustratingly	never	close	(Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai	and	Doi	Inthanon).	
Rufous	Woodpecker	 	 	 	 Micropternus	brachyurus	
Joy	got	one	of	these	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Black-and-buff	Woodpecker	 	 	 Meiglyptes	jugularis	
A	couple	of	pairs	were	seen	in	Khao	Yai	National	Park.	
Greater	Flameback	 	 	 	 Chrysocolaptes	guttacristatus	
Seen	twice	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	which	included	a	nesting	pair	at	one	site.	
Bay	Woodpecker	 	 	 	 Blythipicus	pyrrhotis	 	 	 	
A	typically	noisy	bird	was	seen	in	flight	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Falcons	and	Caracaras	(Falconidae)		
Collared	Falconet	 	 	 	 Microhierax	caerulescens	
Three	birds	were	seen	on	the	lower	slopes	of	Doi	Inthanon,	a	pair	was	watched	allopreening	above	us	for	some	time.	
Black-thighed	Falconet		 	 	 Microhierax	fringillarius	
A	single	individual	was	seen	at	a	usual	stake	out	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Eurasian	Kestrel	 	 	 	 Falco	tinnunculus	
Recorded	at	Kok	Kham	and	Khao	Yai.	
Old	World	Parrots	(Psittaculidae)	
Gray-headed	Parakeet	 	 	 	 Psittacula	finschii	
One	was	seen	from	the	Blossom-headed	Parakeet	Conservation	Area	observation	tower.	
Blossom-headed	Parakeet	 	 	 Psittacula	roseate	
Ten	birds	were	seen	from	an	especially-built	tower	at	the	Blosssom-headed	Parakeet	Conservation	Area	in	Doi	Inthanon.	
Red-breasted	Parakeet		 	 	 Psittacula	alexandri	
Small	numbers	were	seen	very	close	to	our	hotel	just	outside	the	park	at	Khao	Yai.	
Vernal	Hanging-Parrot	 	 	 	 Loriculus	vernalis	
Typically	fast,	high-flying	birds	were	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan;	in	Khao	Yai	we	managed	to	get	prolonged	perched	views	too.	
Asian	and	Grauer’s	Broadbills	(Eurylaimidae)	
Long-tailed	Broadbill	 	 	 	 Psarisomus	dalhousiae	
Some	great	views	were	had	first	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	then	a	large	flock	was	seen	at	Doi	Lang.	
Silver-breasted	Broadbill	 	 	 Serilophus	lunatus	
A	pair	was	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan	one	afternoon.	
Banded	Broadbill	 	 	 	 Eurylaimus	javanicus	
A	pair	was	seen	in	Khao	Yai	NP.	
Black-and-yellow	Broadbill	 	 	 Eurylaimus	ochromalus	
A	pair	showed	well	at	Kaeng	Krachan	late	one	afternoon.	
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Pittas	(Pittidae)		
Rusty-naped	Pitta	 	 	 	 Hydrornis	oatesi	
A	pair	of	these	notoriously	shy	and	elusive	birds	was	seen	feeding	in	the	open	in	our	resort	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	They	were	first	
seen	for	an	extended	period	one	evening	by	the	few	people	who	chose	to	bird	that	afternoon	and	were	cooperative	enough	to	
allow	‘scope	views!	We	then	returned	with	the	entire	group	the	following	morning	and	found	them	there	once	again,	this	time	
remaining	for	five	minutes.	VOTED	AS	THE	TOP	BIRD-OF-THE-EXTENSION.	
Blue	Pitta	 	 	 	 	 Hydrornis	cyaneus	
A	male	and	female	were	seen	multiple	times,	coming	into	the	same	feeding	area	as	that	for	the	Coral-billed	Ground-Cuckoo	in	
Khao	Yai	NP;	an	extraordinary	viewing	of	this	pair	of	difficult	species.	Views	were	long,	and	we	even	managed	to	get	the	scope	
in	the	male	several	times	over.	ONE	OF	THE	TOP	FIVE	BIRDS	OF	THE	MAIN	TOUR.	
Thornbills	and	Allies	(Acanthizidae)		
Golden-bellied	Gerygone	 	 	 Gerygone	sulphurea	 	 	 H	
A	vocal	bird	was	heard	in	the	mangroves	at	Laem	Pak	Bia,	but	with	only	limited	time	available	by	then,	we	couldn’t	find	it.	
Cuckooshrikes	(Campephagidae)		
Bar-winged	Flycatcher-shrike	 	 	 Hemipus	picatus	
Found	within	mixed	feeding	flocks	(‘bird	waves’)	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	Chiang	Dao,	and	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Gray-chinned	Minivet	 	 	 	 Pericrocotus	solaris	
Seen	on	both	of	our	days	inside	the	park	at	Doi	Inthanon,	Thailand’s	highest	mountain.	
Short-billed	Minivet	 	 	 	 Pericrocotus	brevirostris	
A	few	were	seen	in	Doi	Inthanon,	including	a	nesting	pair.	
Long-tailed	Minivet	 	 	 	 Pericrocotus	ethologus	
A	few	groups	were	seen	in	Doi	Ang	Khang,	and	Doi	Lang.	
Scarlet	Minivet		 	 	 	 Pericrocotus	speciosus	
No	big	numbers	were	seen,	but	the	species	was	noted	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	Doi	Inthanon,	and	Chiang	Dao.	
Brown-rumped	Minivet	 	 	 Pericrocotus	cantonensis	
Some	good	looks	were	had	at	a	scenic	lookout	in	Khao	Yai;	others	were	also	noted	by	some	in	Doi	Inthanon.	
Rosy	Minivet	 	 	 	 	 Pericrocotus	roseus	
One	bird	was	seen	well	by	just	a	few	people	who	were	best	placed	at	the	time,	in	Khao	Yai.	
Large	Cuckooshrike	 	 	 	 Coracina	macei	
A	calling	bird	was	seen	in	Doi	Lang	that	some	even	managed	to	capture	flight	photos	of!	
Black-winged	Cuckooshrike	 	 	 Lalage	melaschistos	
Seen	on	a	handful	of	occasions,	within	mixed	feeding	flocks,	at	three	sites:	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	and	Doi	Inthanon.	
Shrikes	(Laniidae)	
Brown	Shrike	 	 	 	 	 Lanius	cristatus	
Recorded	on	ten	different	days	of	the	tours,	usually	in	open	country	sites,	like	Fang	and	Thaton.	
Burmese	Shrike	 	 	 	 Lanius	collurioides	
A	showy	bird	was	seen	by	the	army	camp	site	in	Doi	Ang	Khang,	and	then	a	single	was	seen	on	Doi	Lang.	
Long-tailed	Shrike	 	 	 	 Lanius	schach	
Seen	on	the	extension	in	Doi	Ang	Khang,	around	Fang,	and	in	Thaton	
Gray-backed	Shrike	 	 	 	 Lanius	tephronotus	
One	was	seen	in	Doi	Ang	Khang,	and	two	confiding	birds	were	seen	in	Doi	Lang.	
Vireos,	Shrike-Babblers,	and	Erpornis	(Vireonidae)	
Blyth's	(White-browed)	Shrike-Babbler	 Pteruthius	aeralatus	
Heard	at	a	number	of	sites,	but	eventually	seen	on	Doi	Inthanon.		
Clicking	(Chestnut-fronted)	Shrike-Babbler	 Pteruthius	intermedius	
Seen	just	the	once,	along	a	forest	trail	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
White-bellied	Erpornis		 	 	 Erpornis	zantholeuca	
A	party	of	four	birds	was	seen	in	Khao	Yai.	
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Old	World	Orioles	(Oriolidae)		
Black-naped	Oriole	 	 	 	 Oriolus	chinensis	
Many	were	seen	during	one	morning	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	then	a	few	more	featured	in	Khao	Yai.	
Black-hooded	Oriole	 	 	 	 Oriolus	xanthornus	
Seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	Doi	Inthanon,	and	beside	the	impressive	temple	at	Chiang	Dao.	
Maroon	Oriole	 	 	 	 	 Oriolus	traillii	
A	pair	was	seen	well	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Drongos	(Dicruridae)		
Black	Drongo	 	 	 	 	 Dicrurus	macrocercus	
A	commonly	encountered	bird	in	open	country	areas,	like	in	Fang	and	Thaton.	
Ashy	Drongo	 	 	 	 	 Dicrurus	leucophaeus	
Two	different	forms	of	this	species	were	seen,	the	blackish	looking	one,	but	also	the	pale	ash-colored	form.	The	species	was	
recorded	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	and	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Bronzed	Drongo	 	 	 	 Dicrurus	aeneus	
Recorded	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	Chiang	Dao	and	Doi	Lang.	
Lesser	Racket-tailed	Drongo	 	 	 Dicrurus	remifer	
Only	seen	on	a	few	occasions,	in	Doi	Inthanon	and	Doi	Lang.	
Hair-crested	(Spangled)	Drongo	 	 Dicrurus	hottentottus	
Very	abundant	at	some	sites,	like	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Khao	Yai.	
Greater	Racket-tailed	Drongo	 	 	 Dicrurus	paradiseus	
A	few	were	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan	and	then	again	in	Doi	Inthanon	(low	down).	
Fantails	(Rhipiduridae)		
Malaysian	Pied-Fantail	 	 	 	 Rhipidura	javanica	
A	couple	were	seen	in	the	coastal	lowlands	around	Pak	Thale/Laem	Pak	Bia.	
White-throated	Fantail		 	 	 Rhipidura	albicollis	
One	was	seen	on	the	upper	slopes	of	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	another	bird	was	seen	foraging	down	low	on	Chiang	Dao.	
Monarch	Flycatchers	(Monarchidae)		
Black-naped	Monarch	 	 	 	 Hypothymis	azurea	
A	popular	visitor	to	the	blinds	at	Kaeng	Krachan;	also	seen	again	in	Khao	Yai	and	Chiang	Dao.	
Amur/Blyth's	Paradise-Flycatcher	 	 Terpsiphone	sp.	
Vernon	saw	one	of	these	two	species	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Crows,	Jays,	and	Magpies	(Corvidae)		
Eurasian	Jay	 	 	 	 	 Garrulus	glandarius	
A	handful	of	this	striking,	white-cheeked,	form	was	seen	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Red-billed	Blue-Magpie		 	 	 Urocissa	erythroryncha	
Also	known	as	Blue	Magpie.	A	group	was	seen	from	the	Blossom-headed	Parakeet	tower	in	Doi	Inthanon.	
Common	Green-Magpie		 	 	 Cissa	chinensis	 	 	 	 H	
A	handful	of	birds	were	heard	at	Khao	Yai,	but	never	were	ever	close.	
Rufous	Treepie		 	 	 	 Dendrocitta	vagabunda	
One	was	seen	inside	our	hotel	garden	in	Doi	Inthanon.	
Gray	Treepie	 	 	 	 	 Dendrocitta	formosae	
Seen	just	the	once,	at	the	army	camp	site	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Racket-tailed	Treepie	 	 	 	 Crypsirina	temia	
A	few	were	seen,	a	group	from	the	Blossom-headed	Parakeet	tower	in	Doi	Inthanon,	and	again	near	Chiang	Saen.	
Ratchet-tailed	Treepie	 	 	 	 Temnurus	temnurus	 	 	 H	
Heard	calling	a	couple	of	times	on	the	upper	slopes	of	Kaeng	Krachan,	but	we	could	not	tempt	one	into	the	open.	
Large-billed	Crow	 	 	 	 Corvus	macrorhynchos	
Recorded	on	about	six	days	of	the	tour	(e.g.	around	Khao	Yai).	
	



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Thailand: custom tour February-March 2018 
 

www.tropicalbirding.com                                +1-409-515-9110                                    info@tropicalbirding.com
      
 
	
	
	 		
 

56 

Larks	(Alaudidae)	
Indochinese	Bushlark	 	 	 	 Mirafra	erythrocephala	
Two	singing	birds	were	located	during	the	journey	between	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Khao	Yai.	
Oriental	Skylark	 	 	 	 Alauda	gulgula	
Just	recorded	at	the	one	site,	Thaton,	where	at	least	eight	birds	were	seen.	
Swallows	(Hirundinidae)		
Barn	Swallow	 	 	 	 	 Hirundo	rustica	
Commonly	encountered	in	good	numbers	throughout.	
Wire-tailed	Swallow	 	 	 	 Hirundo	smithii	
A	singleton	was	seen	quartering	the	paddies	in	Chiang	Dao.	
Striated	Swallow	 	 	 	 Cecropis	striolata	
Good	views	were	had	from	the	parakeet	tower	in	Doi	Inthanon;	also	seen	at	Chiang	Dao	and	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Fairy-flycatchers	(Stenostiridae)		
Yellow-bellied	Fairy-Fantail	 	 	 Chelidorhynx	hypoxantha	
Several	of	these	spritely	songbirds	were	seen	near	the	summit	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Gray-headed	Canary-Flycatcher	 	 Culicicapa	ceylonensis	
Recorded	at	three	sites:	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	and	Chiang	Dao.	
Tits,	Chickadees,	and	Titmice	(Paridae)	
Yellow-browed	Tit	 	 	 	 Sylviparus	modestus	
Singles	were	seen	in	mixed	bird	waves	twice	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Sultan	Tit	 	 	 	 	 Melanochlora	sultanea	
A	few	groups	were	seen	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Japanese	Tit	 	 	 	 	 Parus	minor	
Seen	on	several	occasions	around	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Yellow-cheeked	Tit	 	 	 	 Machlolophus	spilonotus	
This	handsome	tit	was	encountered	several	times	in	mixed	bird	waves	up	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Nuthatches	(Sittidae)	
Chestnut-vented	Nuthatch	 	 	 Sitta	nagaensis	
One	was	seen	at	Doi	Inthanon,	and	then	a	pair	was	seen	close	to	a	calling	Giant	Nuthatch	on	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Giant	Nuthatch	 	 	 	 	 Sitta	magna	
Seen	twice	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Bulbuls	(Pycnonotidae)		
Black-headed	Bulbul	 	 	 	 Pycnonotus	atriceps	
Seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	Chiang	Dao,	and	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Striated	Bulbul		 	 	 	 Pycnonotus	striatus	
One	was	seen	while	watching	Speckled	Wood-Pigeons	up	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Black-crested	Bulbul	 	 	 	 Pycnonotus	flaviventris	
One	of	the	most	abundant	bulbuls	on	the	tour,	seen	on	all	but	a	few	days.	
Red-whiskered	Bulbul	 	 	 	 Pycnonotus	jocosus	
First	seen	at	Khao	Yai,	then	in	Chiang	Dao,	Doi	Ang	Khang,	and	Fang.	
Brown-breasted	Bulbul		 	 	 Pycnonotus	xanthorrhous	
A	few	sightings	at	Doi	Ang	Khang,	including	at	the	feeder	at	Ban	Luang	Resort.	
Sooty-headed	Bulbul	 	 	 	 Pycnonotus	aurigaster	
An	abundant	species	recorded	on	at	least	eight	days	of	the	tour.	
Stripe-throated	Bulbul	 	 	 	 Pycnonotus	finlaysoni	
Recorded	regularly	around	Bangkok,	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	and	also	in	Chiang	Dao.	
Flavescent	Bulbul	 	 	 	 Pycnonotus	flavescens	
A	common	mountain	species,	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	at	Doi	Inthanon,	Doi	Ang	Khang,	and	Doi	Lang.	
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Yellow-vented	Bulbul	 	 	 	 Pycnonotus	goiavier	
Only	recorded	on	one	day,	at	Pak	Thale.	
Streak-eared	Bulbul	 	 	 	 Pycnonotus	blanfordi	
Scattered	sightings,	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	Doi	Inthanon,	and	Chiang	Dao.	
Puff-throated	Bulbul	 	 	 	 Alophoixus	pallidus	
Regularly	seen	at	both	Khao	Yai	and	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong.	
Ochraceous	Bulbul	 	 	 	 Alophoixus	ochraceus	
Observed	during	both	of	our	days	inside	Kaeng	Krachan	National	Park.	
Olive	Bulbul	 	 	 	 	 Iole	viridescens	
A	pair	was	found	feeding	in	a	fruiting	tree	in	the	upper	section	of	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Gray-eyed	Bulbul	 	 	 	 Iole	propinqua	
A	few	were	seen	in	Khao	Yai	and	also	at	the	large	temple	in	Chiang	Dao.	
Black	Bulbul	 	 	 	 	 Hypsipetes	leucocephalus	
Only	seen	the	once,	when	two	birds	were	found	at	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong,	Chiang	Dao.	
Mountain	Bulbul	 	 	 	 Ixos	mcclellandii	
Recorded	at	both	Doi	Inthanon	and	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Cupwings	(Pnoepygidae)	
Pygmy	Cupwing	 	 	 	 Pnoepyga	pusilla	
This	great	little	bird	was	seen	well	by	all	near	the	summit	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Bush	Warblers	and	Allies	(Scotocercidae)	
Slaty-bellied	Tesia	 	 	 	 Tesia	olivea	
A	mere	glimpse	for	just	a	couple	of	people	was	all	we	could	manage	with	this	one,	at	Doi	Inthanon.	
Chestnut-headed	Tesia		 	 	 Cettia	castaneocoronata	 	 H	
Heard	close,	but	no	cigar,	on	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Yellow-bellied	Warbler		 	 	 Abroscopus	superciliaris	
Seen	on	three	occasions,	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	Chiang	Dao,	and	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Mountain	Tailorbird	 	 	 	 Phyllergates	cucullatus	
Seen	twice	on	Doi	Inthanon,	then	again	on	Doi	Ang	Khang.	Also	heard	on	Doi	Lang.	
Aberrant	Bush-Warbler	 	 	 Horornis	flavolivaceus	
Sam	and	Vernon	saw	a	calling	bird	on	Doi	Lang.	
Leaf	Warblers	(Phylloscopidae)	
Dusky	Warbler		 	 	 	 Phylloscopus	fuscatus	
Encountered	regularly	at	sites	around	Chiang	Saen.	
Buff-throated	Warbler	 	 	 	 Phylloscopus	subaffinis	
Several	calling	and	singing	birds	were	found	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Yellow-streaked	Warbler	 	 	 Phylloscopus	armandii	
Seen	around	the	Chinese	Cemetery	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Radde's	Warbler	 	 	 	 Phylloscopus	schwarzi	
A	few	people	saw	calling	birds	of	this	skulking	species	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Buff-barred	Warbler	 	 	 	 Phylloscopus	pulcher	
Seen	several	times	near	the	top	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Ashy-throated	Warbler		 	 	 Phylloscopus	maculipennis	
A	few	individuals	were	found	near	the	summit	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Chinese	Leaf	Warbler	 	 	 	 Phylloscopus	yunnanensis	
Ironically,	our	only	sighting	came	within	the	Chinese	Cemetery	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Yellow-browed	Warbler	 	 	 Phylloscopus	inornatus	
The	most	commonly	encountered	leaf	warbler,	including	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	and	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Hume's	Warbler	 	 	 	 Phylloscopus	humei	
Several	calling	birds	were	identified	on	Doi	Ang	Khang	and	nearby	Doi	Lang.	
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Greenish	Warbler	 	 	 	 Phylloscopus	trochiloides	 	 H	
Heard	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Two-barred	Warbler	 	 	 	 Phylloscopus	plumbeitarsus	 	 H	
One	was	heard	at	Khao	Yai.	
Pale-legged	Leaf	Warbler	 	 	 Phylloscopus	tenellipes	
Seen	twice	by	Charley’s	group	when	they	visited	the	blinds	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Blyth's	Leaf	Warbler	 	 	 	 Phylloscopus	reguloides	
Seen	just	below	the	summit	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Claudia's	Leaf	Warbler	 	 	 	 Phylloscopus	claudiae	
A	singing	bird	was	tracked	down	early	one	morning	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Davison's	Leaf	Warbler		 	 	 Phylloscopus	davisoni	
Commonly	encountered	in	the	mountains	(Doi	Inthanon,	Doi	Ang	Khang,	Doi	Lang).	
Sulphur-breasted	Warbler	 	 	 Phylloscopus	ricketti	
Recorded	three	times;	at	Khao	Yai,	Doi	Inthanon,	and	Doi	Lang.	
Gray-crowned	Warbler		 	 	 Seicercus	tephrocephalus	 	 H	
Heard	once	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Martens's	Warbler	 	 	 	 Seicercus	omeiensis	 	 	 H	
Heard	on	at	least	on	occasion	up	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Chestnut-crowned	Warbler	 	 	 Seicercus	castaniceps	
Two	were	part	of	a	mixed	flock	up	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Grassbirds	and	Allies	(Locustellidae)		
Baikal	Bush-Warbler	 	 	 	 Locustella	davidi	
Sam	saw	a	constantly	calling	bird	at	Thaton,	then	one	was	seen	well	by	some	of	the	group	the	next	day	at	Nam	Kham.	
Cisticolas	and	Allies	(Cisticolidae)		
Zitting	Cisticola		 	 	 	 Cisticola	juncidis	
Conspicuous	at	Thaton,	making	regular	calls	and	display	flights	there.	
Golden-headed	Cisticola	 	 	 Cisticola	exilis	
Seen	once	inside	Khao	Yai	NP.	
Common	Tailorbird	 	 	 	 Orthotomus	sutorius	
Seen	near	Pak	Thale,	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	in	Chiang	Dao,	and	also	in	the	Chiang	Saen	area.	
Dark-necked	Tailorbird	 	 	 Orthotomus	atrogularis	
Recorded	on	around	eight	days	of	the	tour.	
Hill	Prinia	 	 	 	 	 Prinia	superciliaris	
Seen	on	Doi	Inthanon	and	Doi	Ang	Khang,	but	best	at	a	feeding	area	on	Doi	Lang.	
Rufescent	Prinia	 	 	 	 Prinia	rufescens	
One	was	seen	on	Doi	Lang,	others	were	heard	at	other	sites	too.	
Gray-breasted	Prinia	 	 	 	 Prinia	hodgsonii	 	 	 H	
Heard	calling	just	as	we	were	leaving	Ban	Luang	Resort	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Yellow-bellied	Prinia	 	 	 	 Prinia	flaviventris	
One	was	tracked	down	calling	at	Thaton,	and	another	one	was	seen	near	Chiang	Saen.	
Plain	Prinia	 	 	 	 	 Prinia	inornata	
Seen	at	Kok	Kham,	Khao	Yai,	and	also	heard	around	Chiang	Saen.	
White-eyes,	Yuhinas,	and	Allies	(Zosteropidae)	
Striated	Yuhina		 	 	 	 Yuhina	castaniceps	
A	couple	of	active	foraging	flocks	were	encountered	in	the	beautiful	forest	surrounding	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong.	
Chestnut-flanked	White-eye	 	 	 Zosterops	erythropleurus	
A	group	of	around	fifteen	birds	was	seen	in	Khao	Yai.	
Oriental	White-eye	 	 	 	 Zosterops	palpebrosus	
Recorded	in	Doi	Ang	Khang	and	Fang.	
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Japanese	White-eye	 	 	 	 Zosterops	japonicas	
Only	seen	at	Doi	Inthanon.	
Tree-Babblers,	Scimitar-Babblers,	and	Allies	(Timaliidae)	
Chestnut-capped	Babbler	 	 	 Timalia	pileata		 	 	 H	
A	few	frustrating	birds	called	from	the	tall	grassland	in	Nam	Kham	Nature	Reserve.	
Pin-striped	Tit-Babbler		 	 	 Mixornis	gularis	
A	common	bird	in	the	forests	at	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Khao	Yai.	Also	recorded	at	the	temple	in	Chiang	Dao.	
Golden	Babbler		 	 	 	 Cyanoderma	chrysaeum	
Just	a	couple	were	seen,	at	Doi	Inthanon,	and	then	later	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Rufous-fronted	Babbler	 	 	 Cyanoderma	rufifrons	
Seen	just	twice,	at	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Doi	Lang.	
White-browed	Scimitar-Babbler	 	 Pomatorhinus	schisticeps	
Seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	also	at	Khao	Yai,	Doi	Ang	Khang	and	in	Doi	Lang.	
Large	Scimitar-Babbler		 	 	 Megapomatorhinus	hypoleucos	 	 H	
Heard	calling	a	few	times	near	one	of	the	blinds	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	Sadly,	never	came	in.	
Rusty-cheeked	Scimitar-Babbler	 	 Megapomatorhinus	erythrogenys	
Excellent	looks	were	obtained	in	Doi	Ang	Khang	and	on	Doi	Lang.	
Spot-necked	Babbler	 	 	 	 Stachyris	strialata	
One	came	in	to	feed	behind	a	restaurant	a	few	times	at	the	top	of	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Ground	Babblers	and	Allies	(Pellorneidae)	
Collared	Babbler	 	 	 	 Gampsorhynchus	torquatus	
A	small	group	of	these	handsome	babblers	were	seen	in	the	upper	portion	of	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Rufous-winged	Fulvetta	 	 	 Schoeniparus	castaneceps	
A	few	different	sightings	were	made	near	the	summit	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Puff-throated	Babbler	 	 	 	 Pellorneum	ruficeps	
Some	excellent	looks	were	regularly	available	from	the	blinds	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Buff-breasted	Babbler	 	 	 	 Pellorneum	tickelli	
One	was	seen	well	in	Kaeng	Krachan	(upper	part),	and	then	briefly	again	at	the	temple	in	Doi	Chiang	Dao.	
Abbott's	Babbler	 	 	 	 Turdinus	abbotti	
One	came	in	one	of	the	blinds	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Streaked	Wren-Babbler	 	 	 Turdinus	brevicaudatus	
One	was	seen	in	the	grounds	of	our	resort	in	Doi	Ang	Khang..	
Laughingthrushes	and	Allies	(Leiothrichidae)	
Brown-cheeked	Fulvetta	 	 	 Alcippe	poioicephala	
Seen	on	two	occasions	at	the	blinds	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	another	was	seen	by	the	temple	at	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong	
Yunnan	Fulvetta	 	 	 	 Alcippe	fratercula	
Seen	a	few	times	each	in	Doi	Inthanon	and	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Himalayan	Cutia	 	 	 	 Cutia	nipalensis	
Sandy	saw	one	of	these	in	a	large	mixed	flock	of	Long-tailed	Broadbills	and	others	on	Doi	Lang.	
White-crested	Laughingthrush	 	 	 Garrulax	leucolophus	
Our	only	sighting	came	late	one	afternoon	in	Khao	Yai,	just	after	watching	the	ground-cuckoo	and	Blue	Pittas	there.	
Lesser	Necklaced	Laughingthrush	 	 Garrulax	monileger	
Only	seen	by	one	group,	when	a	single	bird	came	in	while	the	groups	were	separated	in	different	blinds	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	
White-necked	Laughingthrush	 	 	 Garrulax	strepitans	
A	good	look	was	had	by	the	entire	group	on	Doi	Inthanon,	and	then	another	pair	was	seen	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Greater	Necklaced	Laughingthrush	 	 Ianthocincla	pectoralis	
This	handsome	and	striking	bird	visited	both	of	the	blinds	visited	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Black-throated	Laughingthrush	 	 Ianthocincla	chinensis	
Seen	just	the	once,	along	the	upper	part	of	the	road	on	Kaeng	Krachan.	
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White-browed	Laughingthrush		 	 Ianthocincla	sannio	
Some	excellent	looks	were	obtained	at	Doi	Ang	Khang	and	on	Doi	Lang.	
Silver-eared	Laughingthrush	 	 	 Trochalopteron	melanostigma	
A	tame	group	at	the	top	of	Doi	Inthanon	and	another	confiding	pair	was	seen	at	Doi	Lang.	
Black-backed	Sibia	 	 	 	 Heterophasia	melanoleuca	
Commonly	heard	on	Doi	Inthanon,	where	some	showed	well	at	the	summit	area	in	particular.	
Long-tailed	Sibia	 	 	 	 Heterophasia	picaoides	
A	party	of	this	scarce	species	was	seen	at	the	upper	part	of	Doi	Lang.	
Silver-eared	Mesia	 	 	 	 Leiothrix	argentauris	
Seen	twice	at	Doi	Ang	Khang,	including	a	stunning	group	that	came	in	to	feed	at	a	station	there.	Voted	as	ONE	OF	THE	TOP-
FIVE-BIRDS-OF-THE-EXTENSION.	
Rufous-backed	Sibia	 	 	 	 Minla	annectens	
A	single	group	was	seen	along	a	forest	trail	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Scarlet-faced	Liocichla	 	 	 	 Liocichla	ripponi	
A	pair	gave	good	views	along	a	forest	trail	on	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Spectacled	Barwing	 	 	 	 Actinodura	ramsayi	
Seen	three	different	times;	once	on	Doi	Inthanon,	and	then	twice	at	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Blue-winged	Minla	 	 	 	 Actinodura	cyanouroptera	
A	few	different	birds	were	seen	on	one	single	day	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Chestnut-tailed	Minla	 	 	 	 Actinodura	strigula	
A	handful	of	these	unique	passerines	were	seen	near	the	summit	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Fairy-Bluebirds	(Irenidae)	
Asian	Fairy-bluebird	 	 	 	 Irena	puella	
A	stunning	species	from	an	endemic	bird	family	to	Asia.	Males	were	seen	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	and	in	Chiang	Dao.	
Old	World	Flycatchers	(Muscicapidae)		
Dark-sided	Flycatcher	 	 	 	 Muscicapa	sibirica	
Just	the	one	single	was	seen	inside	Kaeng	Krachan	National	Park.	
Asian	Brown	Flycatcher	 	 	 Muscicapa	dauurica	
Seen	a	couple	of	times	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	then	again	once	in	Khao	Yai.	
Oriental	Magpie-Robin	 	 	 	 Copsychus	saularis	
A	widespread	Thai	bird,	recorded	on	at	least	nine	days.	
White-rumped	Shama	 	 	 	 Copsychus	malabaricus	
Our	best	views	came	from	the	blind	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	with	others	seen	at	Khao	Yai	and	Chiang	Dao.	
White-gorgeted	Flycatcher	 	 	 Anthipes	monileger	
Extremely	close	views	were	had	of	a	couple	of	this	striking	flycatcher	on	Doi	Lang.	
Rufous-browed	Flycatcher	 	 	 Anthipes	solitaris	 	 	 H	
A	constantly	singing	bird	could	not	be	located	in	the	upper	part	of	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Hainan	Blue-Flycatcher		 	 	 Cyornis	hainanus	
One	came	into	the	Coral-billed	Ground-Cuckoo/Blue	Pitta	feeding	area	at	Khao	Yai.	
Blue-throated	Flycatcher	 	 	 Cyornis	rubeculoides	
Single	males	were	seen	and	photographed	on	two	days	at	Ban	Maka,	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Chinese	Blue	Flycatcher	 	 	 Cyornis	glaucicomans	
A	male	of	this	recently	split	species	was	seen	and	photographed	at	the	Ban	Maka	blind	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Hill	Blue-Flycatcher	 	 	 	 Cyornis	banyumas	
The	most	regularly	encountered	blue	flycatcher;	observed	at	Khao	Yai,	Doi	Inthanon,	Chiang	Dao,	and	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Tickell's	Blue-Flycatcher	 	 	 Cyornis	tickelliae	
Recorded	on	two	days	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	when	males	were	observed	at	both	of	the	blinds	we	visited	in	the	area.	
Large	Niltava	 	 	 	 	 Niltava	grandis	
We	heard	a	handful	of	birds,	though	saw	none,	at	Doi	Inthanon;	a	female	came	into	a	feeder	at	Ban	Luang,	in	Ang	Khang.	
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Small	Niltava	 	 	 	 	 Niltava	macgrigoriae	
A	single	male	was	seen	one	afternoon,	along	a	forest	trail	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Rufous-bellied	Niltava	 	 	 	 Niltava	sundara	
Viewed	up	close	at	several	feeding	stations,	with	a	spectacular	male	at	Doi	Lang	being	a	highlight	on	the	extension.	
Verditer	Flycatcher	 	 	 	 Eumyias	thalassinus	
This	gorgeous	flycatcher	was	found	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	Doi	Inthanon,	Doi	Ang	Khang,	and	Doi	Lang.	
Lesser	Shortwing	 	 	 	 Brachypteryx	leucophris	
A	regular	bird	was	coming	in	to	feed	behind	the	famous	Mr.	Daeng’s	café	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
White-browed	Shortwing	 	 	 Brachypteryx	montana	
One	came	in	very	close	near	the	summit	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
White-bellied	Redstart	 	 	 	 Luscinia	phaenicuroides	 	 H/GO	
A	male	came	in	quickly	at	Doi	Lang,	but	shot	off	before	anyone	but	Sam	had	seen	it.	Another	was	heard	there.	
Blue	Whistling-Thrush	 	 	 	 Myophonus	caeruleus	
First	seen	beside	a	dramatic	waterfall	in	Khao	Yai	(where	the	movie,	‘The	Beach’	was	filmed);	others	were	seen	at	Chiang	
Dao,	Doi	Ang	Khang,	and	Doi	Lang.	
White-crowned	Forktail	 	 	 Enicurus	leschenaultia	
Forktails	were	difficult	on	this	trip,	with	this	being	seen	in	flight	by	just	a	couple	of	people	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Black-backed	Forktail	 	 	 	 Enicurus	immaculatus	
One	was	seen	on	the	lower	slopes	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Slaty-backed	Forktail	 	 	 	 Enicurus	schistaceus	
A	pair	was	seen	at	Doi	Inthanon	on	one	day,	and	Sam	saw	another	bird	in	a	different	area	of	the	mountain	the	following	day.	
Siberian	Rubythroat	 	 	 	 Calliope	calliope	
A	superb	male	was	seen	at	a	traditional	stakeout	on	Doi	Lang.	
White-tailed	Robin	 	 	 	 Cinclidium	leucurum	
A	male	came	in	regularly	to	feed	at	a	station	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Himalayan	Bluetail	 	 	 	 Tarsiger	rufilatus	
One	was	seen	at	the	summit	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Mugimaki	Flycatcher	 	 	 	 Ficedula	mugimaki	 	 	 H	
One	was	heard	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	which	called	back	to	playback,	but	never	made	an	appearance,	unfortunately.	
Slaty-backed	Flycatcher	 	 	 Ficedula	sordida	
Nice	views	were	had	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Slaty-blue	Flycatcher	 	 	 	 Ficedula	tricolor	
Both	male	and	female	were	seen	well	on	Doi	Lang.	
Snowy-browed	Flycatcher	 	 	 Ficedula	hyperythra	
A	couple	were	seen	at	the	summit	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Rufous-gorgeted	Flycatcher	 	 	 Ficedula	strophiata	
A	stunning	bird	came	down	low	at	Doi	Lang.	
Little	Pied	Flycatcher	 	 	 	 Ficedula	westermanni	
A	few	birds	were	seen	on	Doi	Inthanon,	including	a	typically	crisp	looking	male.	
Ultramarine	Flycatcher		 	 	 Ficedula	superciliaris	
ONE	OF	THE	TOP-FIVE-BIRDS-OF-THE-EXTENSION,	was	a	stunning,	extremely	close	male	at	Doi	Lang.	
Taiga	Flycatcher	 	 	 	 Ficedula	albicilla	
Recorded	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	Doi	Inthanon,	Doi	Ang	Khang,	and	in	the	Chiang	Saen	area.	
Plumbeous	Redstart	 	 	 	 Phoenicurus	fuliginosus	
Also	known	as	Plumbeous	Water	Redstart.	A	pair	was	seen	foraging	at	the	base	of	a	large	waterfall	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
White-capped	Redstart		 	 	 Phoenicurus	leucocephalus	
Also	known	as	White-capped	Water	Redstart/River	Chat.		
Seen	at	both	Doi	Inthanon	and	Doi	Ang	Khang	(Ban	Luang	Resort	feeding	area).	
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Daurian	Redstart	 	 	 	 Phoenicurus	auroreus	
Two	different	individuals	were	seen	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Blue	Rock-Thrush	 	 	 	 Monticola	solitaries	
First	seen	in	Khao	Yai;	others	were	found	in	Chiang	Dao,	Doi	Ang	Khang,	and	a	male	was	seen	in	the	road	at	Doi	Lang.	
Siberian	Stonechat	 	 	 	 Saxicola	maurus	
Scattered	sightings	in	open	country	at	Khao	Yai,	Chiang	Dao,	Fang,	and	Thaton.	
Pied	Bushchat	 	 	 	 	 Saxicola	caprata	
Observed	in	Doi	Ang	Khang,	Fang,	and	Thaton.	
Gray	Bushchat	 	 	 	 	 Saxicola	ferreus	
Seen	well	around	Doi	Ang	Khang,	and	especially	at	Doi	Lang.	
Thrushes	and	Alllies	(Turdidae)		
Dark-sided	Thrush	 	 	 	 Zoothera	marginata	
A	pair	was	seen	at	the	summit	on	Doi	Inthanon,	where	it	afforded	good	views	to	all.	
Black-breasted	Thrush		 	 	 Turdus	dissimilis	
This	handsome	thrush	was	seen	at	several	traditional	feeding	areas	in	Doi	Ang	Khang,	including	at	Ban	Luang	Resort.	
Gray-sided	Thrush	 	 	 	 Turdus	feae	
After	only	Sam	saw	one	moving	through	with	a	party	of	Eyebrowed	Thrushes	in	Doi	Inthanon,	we	were	much	happier	when	all	
got	to	see	another	one	coming	in	to	feed	behind	Ban	Luang	Resort,	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Eyebrowed	Thrush	 	 	 	 Turdus	obscurus	
Following	poor	views	on	Doi	Inthanon,	we	got	killer	views	at	the	Ban	Luang	Resort	feeding	station,	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Green	Cochoa	 	 	 	 	 Cochoa	viridis	 	 	 	 H	
A	single	bird	called	several	times	on	Doi	Inthanon,	but	were	typically	unresponsive	in	this	season.	
Starlings	(Sturnidae)		
Common	Hill	Myna	 	 	 	 Gracula	religiosa	
A	single	party	was	seen	foraging	one	morning	at	Khai	Yai.	
Black-collared	Starling		 	 	 Gracupica	nigricollis	
This	striking	and	noisy	starling	was	seen	in	open	country	in	Chiang	Dao,	Fang,	Thaton,	and	alongside	the	Mekong	River.	
Asian	Pied	Starling	 	 	 	 Gracupica	contra	
Also	known	as	Pied	Myna.	Only	seen	on	a	few	days	near	the	start	of	the	tour,	in	the	coastal	lowlands,	and	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Chestnut-tailed	Starling	 	 	 Sturnia	malabarica	
Seen	around	Doi	Inthanon,	Fang,	and	in	the	Chiang	Saen	area.	
Common	Myna	 	 	 	 	 Acridotheres	tristis	
Commonly	encountered	at	a	number	of	sites.	
Great	Myna	 	 	 	 	 Acridotheres	grandis	
Also	known	as	White-vented	Myna.	Commonly	encountered	at	a	number	of	sites.		
Leafbirds	(Chloropseidae)	
Greater	Green	Leafbird		 	 	 Chloropsis	sonnerati	
One	was	found	at	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Blue-winged	Leafbird	 	 	 	 Chloropsis	cochinchinensis	
This	gorgeous	bird	was	encountered	regularly	(at	Kaeng	Krachan,	Khao	Yai,	Doi	Inthanon,	Chiang	Dao,	and	in	Fang).	
Golden-fronted	Leafbird	 	 	 Chloropsis	aurifrons	
Excellent	views	of	this	striking	leafbird	were	had	at	Khao	Yai.	
Flowerpeckers	(Dicaeidae)	
Thick-billed	Flowerpecker	 	 	 Dicaeum	agile	
One	was	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	then	two	further	sightings	came	in	Khao	Yai.	
Plain	Flowerpecker	 	 	 	 Dicaeum	minullum	
Just	one	was	seen,	at	the	impressive	Wat	Tham	Pha	Plong	temple	in	Chiang	Dao.	
Fire-breasted	Flowerpecker	 	 	 Dicaeum	ignipectus	
Seen	on	several	occasions	in	Khao	Yai.	
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Scarlet-backed	Flowerpecker	 	 	 Dicaeum	cruentatum	
This	striking	flowerpecker	was	seen	over	lunch	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	Also	seen	in	Fang.	
Sunbirds	and	Spiderhunters	(Nectariniidae)	
Ruby-cheeked	Sunbird	 	 	 	 Chalcoparia	singalensis	
A	pair	was	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	a	stunning	species	that	was	predictably	popular	with	the	group.	
Purple	Sunbird		 	 	 	 Cinnyris	asiaticus	
Seen	well	in	the	dry	forest	in	Doi	Inthanon,	including	from	the	tower	for	the	Blossom-headed	Parakeets.	
Olive-backed	Sunbird	 	 	 	 Cinnyris	jugularis	
Recorded	on	six	days	of	the	tour.	
Black-throated	Sunbird	 	 	 Aethopyga	saturate	
A	popular	male	came	in	to	bathe	beside	our	table	during	lunch	at	Mr.	Daeng’s	café	(Doi	Inthanon).	
Gould's	Sunbird	 	 	 	 Aethopyga	gouldiae	
Also	known	as	Mrs.	Gould’s	Sunbird.	This	spectacular	sunbird	was	seen	several	times	at	the	summit	of	Doi	Inthanon.	
Green-tailed	Sunbird	 	 	 	 Aethopyga	nipalensis	
Also	seen	up	at	the	summit	on	Doi	Inthanon.	
Crimson	Sunbird	 	 	 	 Aethopyga	siparaja	
A	stunning	male	was	seen	catching	the	sun	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	one	of	a	few	seen	there.	
Little	Spiderhunter	 	 	 	 Arachnothera	longirostra	
Just	recorded	on	the	extension,	at	the	temple	in	Chiang	Dao.	
Streaked	Spiderhunter		 	 	 Arachnothera	magna	
This	striking	bird	was	seen	well	at	Kaeng	Krachan,	then	again	a	few	times	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Gray-breasted	Spiderhunter	 	 	 Arachnothera	modesta	
A	single	sighting	was	made	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Wagtails	and	Pipits	(Motacillidae)		
Citrine	Wagtail		 	 	 	 Motacilla	citreola	 	 	 GO	
A	male	was	seen	by	only	Sam	at	the	Chiang	Dao	paddies.	
Gray	Wagtail	 	 	 	 	 Motacilla	cinerea	
A	regularly	encountered	bird,	on	nine	days	of	the	tour.	
White	Wagtail	 	 	 	 	 Motacilla	alba	
A	number	of	them	were	found	in	rice	paddies	in	Chiang	Dao;	also	seen	in	Fang	and	Thaton.	
Paddyfield	Pipit	 	 	 	 Anthus	rufulus	
Seen	around	Khao	Yai	and	Thaton.	
Olive-backed	Pipit	 	 	 	 Anthus	hodgsoni	
Seen	at	the	Chinese	Cemetery	in	Doi	Ang	Khang,	and	then	at	nearby	Doi	Lang.	
Red-throated	Pipit	 	 	 	 Anthus	cervinus	
Quite	a	few	were	seen	feeding	in	the	fields	beside	the	river	at	Thaton.	
Buntings	and	New	World	Sparrows	(Emberizidae)		
Emberiza	sp.	
A	few	buntings	were	seen	distantly	flying	to	roost	at	Thaton	but	were	not	seen	well	enough	to	ID	to	species.	
Finches,	Euphonias,	and	Allies	(Fringillidae)		
Spot-winged	Grosbeak	 	 	 	 Mycerobas	melanozanthos	
Charley	found	a	bird	during	lunch	at	our	hotel	in	Ang	Khang.	
Common	Rosefinch	 	 	 	 Carpodacus	erythrinus	
Seen	twice	in	Doi	Ang	Khang,	all	involving	females.	
Old	World	Sparrows	(Passeridae)	
House	Sparrow		 	 	 	 Passer	domesticus	
Just	a	few	scattered	sightings.	
Plain-backed	Sparrow	 	 	 	 Passer	flaveolus	
Our	first	came	inside	the	park	at	Khao	Yai,	with	further	sightings	coming	in	Fang	and	Chiang	Saen.	
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Eurasian	Tree	Sparrow		 	 	 Passer	montanus	
One	of	Thailand’s	most	conspicuous	birds,	encountered	regularly	within	open	country	throughout.	
Weavers	(Ploceidae)	
Baya	Weaver	 	 	 	 	 Ploceus	philippinus	
One	was	seen	by	Sam	and	Vernon	at	a	lunchtime	stop	on	the	long	journey	between	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Khao	Yai.		
Asian	Golden	Weaver	 	 	 	 Ploceus	hypoxanthus	
About	a	dozen	birds	were	seen	during	lunch,	on	the	journey	between	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Khao	Yai.	
Waxbills	and	Allies	(Estrildidae)		
Pin-tailed	Parrotfinch	 	 	 	 Erythrura	prasina	
A	single	individual	was	found	in	a	patch	of	seeding	bamboo	in	Khao	Yai.	
White-rumped	Munia	 	 	 	 Lonchura	striata	
Our	first	was	in	a	bamboo	stand	with	a	Pin-tailed	Parrotfinch	in	Khao	Yai.	Others	were	seen	at	Chiang	Dao	and	Chiang	Saen.	
Scaly-breasted	Munia	 	 	 	 Lonchura	punctulata	
Recorded	around	Khao	Yai,	Doi	Inthanon,	Thaton,	and	beside	the	Mekong	River	near	Chiang	Saen.	
Chestnut	Munia	 	 	 	 Lonchura	atricapilla	
Also	known	as	Black-headed	Munia.	One	was	seen	in	the	coastal	lowlands	at	Laem	Pak	Bia.	
	
	
MAMMALS	
White-handed	Gibbon	 	 	 	 Hylobates	lar	
A	small	group	was	seen	in	Khao	Yai,	where	their	characteristic	choruses	were	hear	daily.	
Dusky	Langur	 	 	 	 	 Trachypithecus	obscurus	
Seen	once	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Banded	Langur		 	 	 	 Presbytis	femoralis	
A	few	different	troops	were	seen	one	afternoon	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Northern	Pig-tailed	Macaque	 	 	 Macaca	leonine	
Seen	on	each	of	our	three	visits	into	Khao	Yai	National	Park;	a	marauding	pack	kept	a	close	eye	on	the	restaurant	there.	
Northern	Treeshrew	 	 	 	 Tupaia	belangeri	
This	odd	mammal	was	seen	from	the	blinds	in	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	then	again	at	feeding	areas	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Gray-bellied	Squirrel	 	 	 	 Callosciurus	caniceps	
A	single	animal	was	found	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Variable	Squirrel	 	 	 	 Callosciurus	finlaysonii	
Observed	in	both	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Khao	Yai,	and	then	again	at	Doi	Lang	on	the	extension.	
Pallas's	Squirrel	 	 	 	 Callosciurus	erythraeus	
Recorded	on	at	least	six	days	of	the	tour,	at	varied	sites.	
Black	Giant	Squirrel	 	 	 	 Ratufa	bicolor	
This	impressively	large	squirrel	was	seen	in	both	Kaeng	Krachan	and	Khao	Yai	National	Parks.	
Himalayan	Striped	Squirrel	 	 	 Tamiops	macclellandi	
Some	excellent	views	were	had	from	the	blinds	at	Ban	Maka,	Kaeng	Krachan,	and	also	recorded	in	other	areas	too.	
Yellow-throated	Marten	 	 	 Martes	flavigula	
One	came	in	to	forage	briefly	behind	a	restaurant	at	the	top	of	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Sambar	Deer	 	 	 	 	 Cervus	unicolor	
Some	very	tame	animals	were	seen	inside	Khao	Yai	National	Park.	
Red	Muntjak	 	 	 	 	 Muntiacus	muntjak	
Two	singles	were	bumped	into	in	Kaeng	Krachan;	another	was	found	in	Khao	Yai.	
Lesser	Mouse	Deer	 	 	 	 Tragulus	javanicus	
This	amazing	little	deer	was	seen	by	one	group	when	they	visited	Ban	Maka	blind	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
Asiatic	Elephant	 	 	 	 Elephas	maximus	
Two	different	animals	were	seen	in	Khao	Yai,	one	of	which	temporarily	blocked	a	road	by	pulling	down	a	tree.	
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Chinese	Serow	 	 	 	 	 Capricornis	milneedwardsii	
A	family	party	of	three	were	a	surprise	find	when	driving	out	of	Khao	Yai	around	dusk	one	evening.	
Golden	Jackal	 	 	 	 	 Canis	aureus	
Some	of	the	group	got	one	of	these	dogs	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
	
	
OTHER	ANIMALS	
Reptiles:	
Asian	House	Gecko	 	 	 	 Hemidactylus	frenatus	
Also	known	as	Common	House	Gecko.	Recorded	regularly	around	our	various	lodgings.	
Common	Tokay	Gecko	 	 	 	 Gekko	gecko	 	 	 	 H	
Heard	in	Doi	Ang	Khang.	
Blandford’s	Gliding	Lizard	 	 	 Draco	blandfordii		
One	was	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan.		 	 	
Water	Monitor	 	 	 	 	 Varanus	salvator	
Also	known	as	Asian	Water	Monitor.	This	massive	lizard	was	seen	in	Khao	Yai.	
Yellow-headed	Temple	Turtle	 	 	 Heosemys	annandalii	
This	large	turtle	was	seen	in	Kaeng	Krachan.	
	
Butterflies:		
Orange	Gull	 	 	 	 	 Cepora	iudith	
Red	Helen	 	 	 	 	 Papilio	helenus	
Common	Mormon	 	 	 	 Papilio	polytes	
Great	Mormon	 	 	 	 	 Papilio	Memnon	
Paris	Peacock	 	 	 	 	 Papilio	paris	
Common	Bluebottle	 	 	 	 Graphium	sarpedon	
Common	Jay	 	 	 	 	 Graphium	doson	
Common	Yeoman	 	 	 	 Cirrochroa	Tyche	
Small	Leopard	 	 	 	 	 Phalanta	alcippe	 	 	 	 	
	


