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A Tropical Birding SET DEPARTURE tour 

SOUTH AFRICA: FAIREST CAPE TO KRUGER 

 7th – 30th January 2016 

Karoo Korhaan is a raucous endemic we encounter frequently in the Karoo and Agulhas parts of this tour 

 

Tour Leader: Lisle Gwynn 

All photos in this report were taken by Lisle Gwynn. Species pictured are highlighted RED. 

 

 

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/


Tropical Birding Trip Report  South Africa Set Departure: January 2016 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

2 

INTRODUCTION 

South Africa is a land of many contrasts and incredible natural wealth, and the set departure tour is designed to 

take in as much of this as possible. From the fresh breezes and roaring ocean of the Cape to the dry savannah of 

the Kruger National Park, and down to the lush green montane forests of KwaZulu-Natal, we bird our way 

through many different habitat types and go in search of the myriad birds that call this place home, be it for the 

whole year or just part of it.  

The tour followed our tried and tested route through the roaring but san-washed Cape and along the south coast 

into the Garden Route. From there we moved inland to the unique dry landscapes of the Karoo and Tankwa 

Karoo before flying up-country to Johannesburg and exploring the mid-altitude grasslands of Wakkerstroom. 

After a few days in the world famous Kruger National Park we then backtracked to Jo’burg before winding our 

way through Zululand, visiting Mkhuze Game Reserve, the St. Lucia esturary, the montane forests of Eshowe 

and Ngoye and the agricultural lands of Howick and Underberg. A final ascent took us into the striking high 

altitude vistas of Lesotho before we finally wound our way back down to the tropical Indian Ocean shores of 

Durban.  

With 23 days in South Africa, including the KwaZulu-Natal extension, we managed to accumulate quite the haul 

of birds, with the final count coming in at an impressive 508 species including around 20 species that were either 

heard-only or seen by just the guide. This of course includes every member of two families (the sugarbirds and 

rockjumpers), some fantastic raptors, cute and hilarious African Penguins, regal Secretarybirds, striking Southern 

Ground Hornbills, ultra-rare Botha’s and Rudd’s Larks, and so much more beside. In addition to this we came 

away with 56 species of mammal, a fairly significant number, including such iconic animals as Lion, Leopard, 

Elephant, Cape Buffalo, Giraffe, Hippo and White Rhino. Considering the weather was against us for the first 

week or more of the tour, which also meant that the pelagic didn’t run, this is even more impressive.   

South Africa is a second home to me; I love leading tours there, as do several other Tropical Birding guides, and it 

is for good reason: the birds are amazing, the food is fantastic, the diversity is mind-boggling, and it is a real 

catalyst for great experiences. Throughout the tour we enjoyed great accommodation, fantastic hosts, some 

superb restaurants, incredible scenery, not to mention fantastic birding and many laughs along the way.  

Day 1: Intaka Island, Rietvlei & Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens 

With most of the tour participants arriving a day early we made the decision to fit in some extra birding today 

within the wider limits of the city of Cape Town. With an early airport pickup, we took a leisurely breakfast on 

the rooftop of our cosy and extremely comfortable guesthouse, complete with harassment from an over-

friendly Cape Sparrow. Whilst we sipped coffee and ate our breakfast we also had our first fly-over Hadada 

Ibis, Black-headed Heron, Cattle Egret, Little Egret, Speckled Pigeon, Red-eyed and Cape Turtle Doves.  

Breaking from the guesthouse after breakfast, we first made our way to the suburban oasis of Intaka Island 

Nature Reserve. Here we strolled the trail and explored the wetlands and pools, finding our first good haul of 
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South African birds. Species present included Red-knobbed Coot, Eurasian Moorhen, Yellow-billed Duck, 

Cape Shoveller, Cape Teal, Red-billed Teal, African Darter, Reed Cormorants (next page) and White-

breasted Cormorants, Glossy Ibis, Olive Thrush, Southern Double-collared Sunbird, Cape White-eye, 

African Reed Warbler, Lesser Swamp Warbler, Southern Masked & Cape Weavers, Malachite Kingfisher, 

Purple Heron and Grey Herons. Moving onwards, we made the short hop north to Rietvlei Nature Reserve 

where we again took a walk and found new birds including Common Waxbill, Greater & Lesser Flamingoes, 

African Spoonbill, Cape Wagtail, Caspian Tern, Southern Pochard, Greater Striped, White-throated and 

Barn Swallows, Brown-throated and Rock Martins, and a bumper haul of swifts including Alpine, White-

rumped, Common, African Black and Little Swifts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The stunning south Atlantic outpost of Cape Town has some of the finest, and most responsibly-sourced 

seafood available anywhere in the world, so it was perhaps no surprise that our first of many good seafood 

restaurants was on the menu for lunch today. After a hearty feast of Kingklip, Hake and Calamari we were 

once again on our way. The spectacular views across Table Bay toward Table Mountain and Robben Island 

had delayed us momentarily, but we were soon arriving at the lush, shaded and green paradise that is 

Kirstenbosch National Botanical Gardens – surely one of the best settings for any garden in the world, sitting 

directly at the rear base of Table Mountain. The shade was the key requirement here, for the heat had risen 

remarkably, so it was unsurprising that bird activity was a little on the slow side. Still, we managed to pick up 
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a few lifers for most, including Cape Robin-Chat, Sombre Greenbul, African Dusky Flycatcher, Cape 

Canary, Cape Francolin, Helmeted Guineafowl, Egyptian Goose, lovely little Swee Waxbills and two of the 

most iconic Cape endemics – Orange-breasted Sunbird and Cape Sugarbird (next page), which both gave 

stupendous views in the upper protea gardens that are a fantastic annotated display of the flora we were to 

become accustomed to over the next few days.  

As the sun set we headed north again to freshen up before enjoying a fantastic steak in a lovely little 

restaurant on the edge of the Milnerton wetlands.  

Day 2: Kommetjie, Boulder’s Beach, Cape Point & Strandfontein  

With all the participants now present we set out on our first full day of birding together. With the weather 

atrocious, gale-force winds battering the Cape relentlessly, our scheduled pelagic had been cancelled, 

meaning we were left with a bit of extra time. With advance warning of the cancellation we were able to 

make a plan to assault the Cape peninsula, starting with a pre-dawn drive to the idyllic little town of 

Kommetjie, complete with quaint lighthouse. Wandering along the shore we quickly found most of our 

targets, like Crowned and Cape Cormorants, Swift Tern, African Oystercatcher and offshore a few 

wheeling White-chinned Petrels and Sooty Shearwaters. The sun began to cast its yellow shadow across 

the cliffs and slopes of the peninsula, which heralded time for our departure. A quick hop across the 

mountains had us parking up just a few metres from our first African Penguin (next page). Boulder’s Beach, 

the classic colony to visit in South Africa, sure lived up to its reputation as a ‘must see’ birding site in the 

world, with dozens of penguins making for unbeatable views and photo opportunities in every pose you can 

imagine. The wind was still playing havoc with finding passerines, as it would for days to come, however we 

still managed a few Karoo Prinia and Speckled Mousebirds to keep us going.  
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Next on the day’s itinerary was the world famous Cape of 

Good Hope, within Cape Point National Park. Our sole 

target here, aside from visiting an iconic location for world-

class vistas, was the often-tricky Cape Siskin, which 

atypically gave itself up almost immediately in two flocks 

along the entrance road. The views left much to be desired 

though as they darted low over the fynbos, so we 

continued on to the point itself to try and get better views 

of others. A single Northern Giant Petrel drifted over the 

waves as we reached the lighthouse at the point, and sure 

enough a handful of Cape Siskins gave much better views. 

A Chacma Baboon robbing a family of their lunch was both 

amusing and a great demonstration of the intelligence and 

ferocity of these animals, whilst our final pelagic 

cormorant, Bank Cormorant, was tucked in nicely at the 

Cape of Good Hope.  

 

 

 

By now we were ravenous from all the lifers so we headed 

back north along False Bay to one of my favourite 

restaurants anywhere in the world, where we sat just a 

couple of metres from the crashing ocean and ate yet more 

ultra fresh seafood and some homemade pizza while we 

totted up our tally for the morning. The day wasn’t done 

though, far from it, as we headed to the infamous 

Strandfontein Waste Water Treatmant Plant for a 

guaranteed overload of wetland birds and waterfowl. Sure 

enough, on arrival we were instantly racking up the lifers as 

we drove around the various pans and pools, using the 

vehicle as a blind. New birds came thick and fast, and 

included Blacksmith Lapwing, Maccoa Duck, Hottentot 

Teal, Black-necked, Little & Great Crested Grebes, Great 

White Pelican, Hartlaub’s Gull, Kelp Gull, Purple 

Swamphen, Black Crake, Levaillant’s Cisticola, Spur-

winged Goose, Common Greenshank, Wood Sandpiper, 
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Curlew Sandpiper, Little Stint, Three-banded and Common Ringed Plovers, Common Sandpiper, Marsh 

Sandpiper, Black-winged Stilt, Pied Avocet and great views of a young African Fish Eagle. All too soon 

though it was time to head back into the suburbs and to our guesthouse and another superb dinner with an 

even better view across the bay, with a fire on the mountain giving extra excitement in the view.  

Day 3: Veldriff & West Coast National Park 

Today is one of my favourite days of the tour, not just for the number of new birds it always produces, but for 

the sheer quality among them. We started early, under the cover of darkness, as we slipped up the west coast 

highway to the lagoon-side town of Langebaan. As we passed the town headed north I told the others to 

watch for Secretarybird, as they often favour this stretch of road. Less than a minute later I found myself 

screeching to a halt on the side of the road and within seconds we were having super views of a hunting, 

skipping and resting Secretarybird – a mighty score so early in the tour! Other roadside distractions included 

our first Karoo Scrub-Robins, Grey-backed Cisticolas and a loud-calling Bokmakirie as Steenbok and 

Common Duiker fled the occasional roar of a passing car.  

After our fill of views we were once again headed north to 

the agricultural lands around Veldriff. The wind, however, 

had malicious plans for our day as it continued to pound us 

as violently as it could, making lark hunting a behemoth 

task. Nonetheless we found Large-billed and Red-capped 

Larks but couldn’t draw out our targeted Cape Long-billed 

or Cape Clapper Larks, save for a brief whistle from an 

invisible Cape Long-billed Lark. Other distractions were 

plentiful though, including colourful European Bee-eaters, 

dapper Southern Black Korhaans and smart Pied Starlings 

and African Stonechats. Back to the town of Veldriff we 

picked up both White-backed and Red-faced Mousebirds 

along the roadside before enjoying our breakfast whilst 

being hassled by a Grey-headed Gull. Scope views from our 

breakfast spot rewarded us with better views of Lesser 

Flamingo, plenty of Greater Flamingo and even a couple of 

obliging Pied Kingfisher. Moving across the river we spent a 

little while on a private farm which has a series of salt pans 

that produced unbeatable views of Chestnut-banded 

Plover, Kittlitz’s Plover and two vagrant stars – Caspian 

Plovers. These central Asian breeders are a regular but 
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tough to pin down rarity in South Africa, and nowhere are they easy, so it was a much celebrated lifer for the 

entire group, including the guide. We opted to celebrate such triumph with a hearty lunch, so we were on the 

road to the wonderful West Coast National Park.  

After sampling a glorious traditional South African Bobotie we made our way deep into the park, first visiting 

a small hide and waterhole before traversing the coastal road. Along the way we first found small groups of 

Ostrich as well as our first good views of Black-shouldered Kite and a surprise fly-through African Marsh 

Harrier. Along the way we stopped to hand-feed Cape Francolins, admire gorgeous African Oystercatchers 

and be frustrated by brief and unobliging Cape Penduline Tits before heading to the east side of the park as 

the sun lowered and the tide dropped. Settling in to a shore hide on the eastern side of the lagoon we sifted 

through the flocks of waders and terns to try and find a lifer or two with Eurasian Whimbrel, Sanderling, 

White-fronted Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, Grey Plover and Little Tern all being present in good numbers 

giving good views. Another sunset dinner on the beach finished the day spectacularly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 4: West Coast NP, Stony Point & Rooi Els 

We woke to yet another windy morning today, but having missed a couple of targets the day before we 

decided to have another stab at the eastern side of West Coast National Park, despite the continued 

annoying wind.  
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We began the day at a small quarry on the outskirts of the town which, as usual, was buzzing with activity. A 

couple of showy Chestnut-vented Tit-Babblers were the highlight here, but we soon had to move on to the 

park itself. Arriving as the gates opened we made our way down to the hide we’d finished the previous day at, 

picking up great views of Bar-throated Apalis and distant views of Spotted Thick-Knee along the way, along 

with an incredibly approachable White-throated Swallow. From the hide we didn’t find anything new, but 

the flocks of waders, terns, gulls and flamingoes were an amazing way to start the day.  

The early morning was spent making our way from gate to gate, with all three of our targets found without 

much effort at all. The incredibly dapper endemic Black Harrier was the first to fall, giving good views as it 

hunted and quartered over the hillside fynbos. This species is surely one of the best looking raptors in the 

world. Next up was Southern Grey Tit giving super views in roadside vegetation as we ascended to a lookout 

point. On the way back down, almost at the spot where the tit had disappeared, we found 3 displaying, calling 

and generally obnoxious (in a fantastic way) Southern Black Korhaan giving much better views than the day 

previous. We were quite swiftly making our way south, with a lot of ground to cover for the day, but not 

before stopping at a tiny field on the road back to 

Cape Town. Here we rather swiftly found our target 

– the diminutive and bewilderingly ghostly Cloud 

Cisticola as it perched giving views, and then 

disappeared into the sky despite constantly 

sounding like it was right next to us.  

As today was the start of our journey across the 

country in earnest, we had one final lunch on the 

beach looking at Table Mountain as Cape Fur Seals 

body surfed in the impressive and clean waves 

crashing against the beach. After our delicious farm 

shop toasted sandwiches and much-needed coffees 

were devoured we headed east toward the opposite 

side of False Bay and our beachfront hotel for the 

night in Gordon’s Bay. There was precious little time 

to relax though as we still had birds to tackle! After a 

short break to reflect and close our eyes for a few 

seconds we were on the road through some of the 

finest scenery South Africa has to offer – the ocean 

side of the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve. Our first 

stop of the afternoon was Stony Point and another, 

different, African Penguin colony. Sure enough, 

there were hundreds of penguins at this, the only 

steadily increasing colony of penguins in South 
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Africa. Among them were all 3 endemic pelagic cormorants, as well as White-breasted Cormorant. We also 

had great views of Rock Hyrax, who despite being tiny little furry creatures, are most closely related to the 

enormous African Elephants we would target later in the tour.  

Unfortunately, the planned target for the afternoon, Cape Rockjumper, did not play ball despite extensive 

searching in unbelievable winds. With all of us struggling to maintain our footing we made the wise decision 

to target it elsewhere on another day. A small group of Cape Siskins (below) was some consolation, and 

gorgeous Orange-breasted Sunbirds (previous page) are never unappreciated.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 5: Elgin Valley, Agulhas Plains & De Hoop National Park 

Once again we woke to quite unbelievable winds still battering the entire length of the Cape, and our planned 

stop at Sir. Lowry’s Pass was more dangerous than unpleasant in such conditions, so we pushed on into the 

Elgin Valley, home to a significant proportion of South Africa’s fruit production. The winds were far from 

helpful, but a single Jackal Buzzard was welcome, however somewhat unsurprisingly our try for Striped 

Flufftail was unsuccessful. Large consolation though came in the form of a surprisingly well-showing 

Victorin’s Warbler which we spent some time following through the foliage to get great views of.  

The remainder of the day was spent making our way through the Agulhas plains to our final destination near 

Swellendam and a beautiful small farm, our home for the night. Along the way we made numerous stops, and 

although the poor weather meant the Cape Vultures didn’t leave the colony that day, and thus we didn’t see 

them, we did see a host of other interesting birds and mammals as we traversed this vast agricultural plans. 
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Our first good looking Southern Red Bishops were particularly dazzling, and a far cry from the drab non-

breeding plumaged birds we’d seen until now, but it was the large birds that stole the show today. Blue Crane 

was a far and away highlight, with plenty of birds seen throughout the day, including some with large fluffy 

chicks. Karoo Korhaan (below) was another highlight, with one pair reacting quite impressively to a little 

playback, much to our delight. Eventually they gave astoundingly close views and some superb photos were 

taken. Our second bustard of the day, and third big-bird highlight, came from a pair of Denham’s Bustards 

that stalked across the brow of a slope in the twilight of a dull afternoon. Lunch was again fantastic in De 

Hoop National Park where we enjoyed good views of Southern Boubou, Willow Warbler and a host of 

mammals including Eland, Cape Mountain Zebra and the stunning Bontebok. Exiting the plains toward 

Swellendam, our final new bird for the day was Lesser Kestrel, in a flock of around a dozen.  

We ended the day in a relaxed fashion, with a great home-style dinner at our lovely farm guesthouse. 
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Days 6 & 7: Bontebok National Park, Victoria Bay & Wilderness National Park 

A leisurely morning today was much welcomed after an intense 

start to the tour, after a hearty breakfast we made our way into 

Bontebok National Park to admire the sweeping grassland 

vistas, picking up a few Brimstone Canaries, Karoo Scrub-

Robins and Red-faced Mousebirds along the way, along with 

bountiful Bontebok and Grey Rhebok. A lengthy hop 

eastwards was then required to get to our next base for two 

nights – the quaint, interesting little town of Wilderness. Along 

the way we had superb views of a Brown-hooded Kingfisher on 

a roadside wire, followed by a search for Knysna Warbler in 

Victoria Bay. Though only a very fleeting glimpse of the bird 

was had, the song is absolutely fantastic. A fly-over Amethyst 

Sunbird was too brief for all to see, but most saw our first 

Knysna Turacos as they flew across the road in front of us.  

Our day and 

a half in and 

around 

Wilderness 

National 

Park was, as expected, absolutely fantastic. Still though 

the weather continued to create chaos for us. We spent 

ample time at our lovely little guesthouse where a series of 

feeders allows incredibly close admiration of a series of 

usually-shy forest skulkers, among others. During our time 

here, at the feeders we saw plenty of Terrestrial 

Brownbul, Cape Bulbul, Fork-tailed Drongo, Greater 

Double-collared and Grey Sunbirds, Red-eyed and 

Lemon Doves, Forest Canary, Streaky-headed 

Seedeater, Chorister and Cape Robin-Chats, Swee and 

Common Waxbills, Red-necked Spurfowl and absolutely 

phenomenal views of the large and spectacular Knysna 

Turaco (left).  

Our jaunts away from the guesthouse included time spent 

at the local lakes where we found White-backed Duck, 

Malachite Kingfisher, Little Bittern and fabulous views of 
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Burchell’s Coucal to add to our lists, as well as gorgeous Amur Falcons and a showy Tambourine Dove to 

boot. The highlight though was several calling and one brief show from a Red-chested Flufftail, a family of 

birds that are notoriously difficult to see. Of course we also spent time in the wet forests of the national park 

in search of the specialties here. We achieved great views of Green Woodhoopoe, Olive Pigeon, Black-

backed Puffback, Cape Batis, African Paradise Flycatcher, Forest Buzzard, Green-backed Camaroptera, 

Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler, Knysna Turaco, Lemon Dove (below), Blue-mantled Crested 

Flycatcher but despite being extremely vocal we just couldn’t tease Knysna Warbler, Knysna Woodpecker 

or Narina Trogon out into view. A brief group of White-starred Robins was the runner-up highlight among 

expected birds, but a brief-showing but very vocal (typical) Buff-spotted Flufftail was the absolute thief of 

the show. Even the small group of White-starred Robins on our final exit of the forest couldn’t compete. 

Most surprising though, was the Trumpeter Hornbill we heard and briefly saw along the trails of the national 

park – way out of range and wholly unexpected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some fantastic meals were had here, but our final dinner overlooking the Indian Ocean with huge portions of 

extremely fresh fish would be very hard to beat.  
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Day 8: Swartberg Pass & Karoo National Park 

Another bird-filled travel day, a common scenario for this tour, with large distances to cover and lots of birds 

to see. Departing early from the fresh, breezy coastal town of Wilderness we drove swiftly but leisurely 

through the gently increasing hills leading up to the fynbos wall that is the Swartberg Pass. Once at the base, 

and after a lengthy stop for our first highly-prized African Hoopoe and Namaqua Doves, we pulled over and 

unloaded our breakfast. Munching on sandwiches, yoghurts, fruit and sipping cold juice, we ticked the often-

difficult Protea Canary with sandwiches in hand, quickly followed by a very vocal Victorin’s Warbler and our 

first of several Verraux’s Eagle during our ascent of the pass. Leading up to the pass, Cape Grassbird was 

common, as were Cape Canary, Cape Siskin, Orange-breasted Sunbird, Cape Sugarbird and some great 

Yellow Bishops. Layard’s Tit-Babbler was a welcome addition to the list, as was Cape Rock Thrush, but it 

was a pair of vocal and curious Ground Woodpeckers that really stole the show as we climbed higher. With 

this being our last realistic shot at Cape Rockjumper we put in some quite significant effort, stopping and 

walking, scouring, searching and hunting for any hint of arguably the most stunning Cape endemic. Reaching 

the summit, some hope was lost, but it was a mere couple of minutes after traversing the pass that I noticed a 

distant rockjumper-shaped object at the peak of a group of rocks. Sure enough, after a tense couple of 

minutes wait, we were having mind-bending ‘scope views of a stunning male and several female/young Cape 

Rockjumpers. Fantastic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  South Africa Set Departure: January 2016 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

14 

Descending further, and after a superb lunch at a local eccentric restaurant, we entered our birding realm for 

the next 48 hours – the Karoo. Our first afternoon here was spent mainly travelling to and through the 

national park to our rest camp, but we still managed to pick up a few interesting animals. A surprise en route 

was the number of Greater Kestrels, with a good handful seen long before the park. Other raptors were 

evident, with Steppe and Jackal Buzzards common, and the ghostly Black-shouldered Kite looking as great 

as ever. Within the park Red Hartebeest (previous page), Cape Mountain Zebra, Chacma Baboon, Eland, 

Oryx and Greater Kudu were common, but the weather remained troublesome and birding proved difficult. 

After some significant searching though, we eventually found our key target for the afternoon – Karoo Long-

billed Lark, with Karoo Lark a bonus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Returning to the rest camp we gorged ourselves on tasty Kudu steaks and fragrant Karoo lamb before 

assembling for our organized night drive. Departing before darkness, we had the opportunity to see more of 

the animals we’d seen previously in the day, but it was after dark that the fun really began. First up was a 

Coral Snake crossing the road – highly venomous and a member of the cobra family, we were in no rush to 

pick it up! The rest of the drive kept up the excitement, with the highlights being a particularly obliging Cape 

Porcupine (next page), a brief Aardwolf, a Kori Bustard in flight, several Rufous-cheeked Nightjars and a 

distant, large, hulking beast of a Cape Eagle Owl.  
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Day 9: Karoo National Park 

Awaking early, under cover of a dark dawn, we wound our way through the park to a pleasant little picnic 

area. Here we ate while we ticked, with Acacia Pied Barbet and some particularly showy Namaqua Warblers 

making their way onto our lists, whilst a very quick fly-through Dusky Sunbird didn’t quite make the lists of 

most. Most amusing here though was a troop of curious and mischievous Green Vervet Monkeys.  

Making ur way out of the park mid-morning we made our way out into the plains of the open Karoo, among 

the many colossal farms of the region. Over the course of the morning we covered quite some distance on 

remote gravel roads, in search of some of the more nomadic and specialized birds of the area. First up was a 

pair of Blue Cranes, followed by a large number of Karoo Korhaans in small groups that seemingly littered 

the landscape. The first of our major targets to fall was Ludwig’s Bustard, with truly excellent views of at 

least 6 individuals through the morning. Next was several Cape Clapper Larks displaying shortly after we’d 

halted for a roadside flock of Grey-backed Sparrowlarks. Biggest surprise though was when we flushed a 

rather large flock of Black-eared Sparrowlarks from the side of the road, which eventually settled at good 

range for us to have awesome ‘scope views of these rare, nomadic and extremely tricky birds. Karoo and 

Cape Clapper Larks displayed all around us, with Namaqua Sandgrouse calling in the near-distance but 

remaining firmly out of view. Further along the road, after several Karoo Chats and some truly stunning 

Rufous-eared Warblers, one of the clients spotted a courser running through a field; a quick halt ensured 

good views of a pair of constantly-moving Double-banded Courser.  
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With the majority of our targets under the belt we made our way up into a local gorge in search of another 

tricky Southern African endemic – the enigmatic Cinnamon-breasted or Kopje Warbler. With a storm 

approaching though it was no surprise that we came up empty-handed here, though a brief and loud single 

whistle from a hidden Cinnamon-breasted Warbler was tantalizing. Further back down the road we had to 

put in a little effort but eventually had good views of a pair of Short-toed Rock Thrush. It was time to retire 

for a hearty lunch and a short break as the storm passed through. 

Emerging from our mid-day break, we opted for a swift drive through the entirety of the non-4x4 part of the 

park in search of Black-headed Canary which had so far eluded us. Unfortunately, the canary was nowhere to 

be found, but fantastic views of another Ludwig’s Bustard, several Karoo Korhaan, a flock of Namaqua 

Sandgrouse and a pair of Chat Flycatchers was ample compensation.  

Day 10: Tankwa Karoo & fly to Johannesburg  

Moving from the Karoo to Johannesburg is no insignificant task, and so today is primarily a travel day, 

covering almost the entire length of the country. However, there’s always time for a bit of birding along the 

way. We started long before light, exiting the park under cover of darkness. It was a lengthy journey to our 

morning’s site – the Tankwa Karoo – but everyone took the opportunity to catch up on some sleep as we 

passed numerous flocks of Namaqua Sandgrouse along the roadside.  

Entering the Tankwa we first made a stop at a small quarry where another Dusky Sunbird gave equally as 

quick a flyby as the previous day, Cape Buntings chirped from perches, and a particularly showy Mountain 

Wheatear gave fantastic views. We made the decision to move on swiftly though, with a target in mind. 

Arriving at the recognizable outcrop of Eirkop we set to work in search of our key target here – Karoo 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  South Africa Set Departure: January 2016 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

17 

Eremomela – which is notoriously difficult to locate. It was with some surprise, and relief then, that we 

happened across a flock of 6 eremomelas within minutes of arriving! With point-blank views and some photos 

under the belt, we once again made the decision to push on in search of a bonus. I always like to have an 

additional bonus plan up my sleeve in case things exceed expectation, and in this case it was an additional 

search for one of Ian’s three targets for the tour – that blasted Cinnamon-breasted Warbler! So, hot footing it 

through the semi-desert we made our way into a spectacular gorge that looked like absolutely perfect habitat 

for the warbler. After admiring a perched Verraux’s Eagle for a few minutes, Ian and I jumped out of the van 

while the others gathered the breakfast boxes together. We hadn’t expected it to be so easy, you see, for 

within mere seconds we had a Cinnamon-breasted Warbler responding from across the valley! And then 

another. And another! Before long we were enjoying mega views of this tricky endemic as it scuttled around 

the rocks below us and perched on various aloes looking about as Karoo as anything can!  

With our targets in the bag, we were off again. A cloud of dust followed us back to the main highway, where 

we headed south-west toward the now familiar and homely sight of Table Mountain looming on the horizon. 

After lunch at the airport we made the short hop to Johannesburg where a stress-free departure from the 

airport saw us enjoying headlight views of Spotted Thick-Knee and Crowned Lapwing as we arrived at our 

guesthouse for the night.   

Day 11: Suikerbosrand, Marievale Bird Sanctuary & Wakkerstroom 

Despite the long travel day previous, I wasn’t about to let the group 

get lazy today – their motto of “we can rest when we get home” was 

taken to heart. We started pre-dawn and arrived at the grassland 

landscape of Suikerbosrand for first light where we spent a couple of 

hours scouring the tracks for new birds. Of course, our first glimpses 

of the east end of this incredibly diverse country had the new birds 

coming thick and fast – we’d had great looks at the bizarrely 

mesmerizing Long-tailed Widowbird before even arriving, as we 

gathered coffee at a service station. In fact, within 100 metres of the 

entrance gate we’d racked up all of the widows we were likely to see – 

Red-collared abounded, White-winged darted from tussock to 

tussock, Fan-tailed perched for all to see, and Long-tailed just 

bewildered us in its amazing almost backwards-moving displays. It’s 

saying a lot then, when I say that these paled in comparison to the 

avian bumblebee that is Yellow-crowned Bishop (next page 

bottom). I think it’s safe to say this was everybody’s bird of the 

morning – not only does it look great, but its bizarre bumblebee flight 

action is incredibly humorous to watch – thankfully they were 

plentiful, and in perfect breeding plumage.  



Tropical Birding Trip Report  South Africa Set Departure: January 2016 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

18 

Moving on through the 

reserve, a quick fly-past 

Eastern Clapper Lark 

refused to show well but 

Spike-heeled Lark 

(previous page) showed 

much better, and we were 

too busy being blown away 

by the number of, and point 

blank views of, Amur Falcon 

throughout the reserve – 

there were in no 

exaggeration, hundreds of 

falcons hunting across the 

fields. Swainson’s Spurfowl was new for our lists, as was South African Cliff Swallow, whilst Secretarybird 

wasn’t new but was very welcome. Next up was a Northern Black Korhaan (above) that not only showed 

well, but insisted on performing its display flight mere feet above our heads as it crossed the road – 

unbeatable views and a great experience. Wonderful too, was the abundance of Klaas’s Cuckoos throughout 

the grasslands, showing off their emerald backs and pure white fronts.  
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A short hop down the road saw us arriving at another famous Jo’burg birding spot – Marievale Bird Sanctuary. 

This series of ponds, pools and reedbeds forms a situation similar to Strandfontein that we’d visited 

previously, but with a distinctly different flavor of birds. Among those we’d seen previously were new faces, 

including White-faced and Fulvous Whistling Ducks, Squacco Heron, African Jacana, the colossal Goliath 

Heron, Black Heron doing its iconic umbrella hunt, Red-billed Quelea, African Snipe, Whiskered Tern, 

White-winged Tern, Diderik Cuckoo, as well as a nice-to-see abundance of the scarce Hottentot Teal. The 

new birds were numerous, but the photographic opportunities here were simply superb, with birds at close 

range on lovely perches at every turn (like the Southern Red Bishop below) – safe to say it was a highlight of 

the trip for many! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having spent the majority of the morning birding a stone’s throw from the big city, it was time to push on into 

the wilds in search of another list of targets. It took us just a couple of hours to reach our mid-altitude, cooler, 

cloudier and lusher destination of Wakkerstroom – an area made famous by its excruciatingly rare larks. We 

spent the afternoon birding in the general area, surveying a small area of somewhat-dwarf forest and the 

open vistas. The forest produced great looks at Rufous-throated Wryneck, Dark-capped Yellow Warbler 

and Olive Bushshrike, but Brown-backed Honeybird was happy only to give us repeated fly-over views and 

Bush Blackcap was seen only by a couple of the group. Amur Falcons were of course abundant over the 

fields and Wing-snapping Cisticola gave itself up for the first time. Another short stop produced Lazy 

Cisticola giving great views and we ended the day at a local wetland where we saw Black-crowned Night-
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Heron, Black Crake and were frustrated by the sounds of African Rail, Little Rush Warbler and numerous 

Red-chested Flufftails. A Diderik Cuckoo resonated throughout the day, a sound we were to become more 

than familiar with over the remainder of the tour, and a small flock of Southern Bald Ibis flew through the 

dimming sky.  

Day 12: Wakkerstroom 

We were treated to a relative lay-in today, leaving only at 6am but armed with a local guide to help us find our 

targets. We started the day above the town itself on the grassy slopes; here it took a while but we were 

eventually treated to great looks at one of the world’s best pipits – the gorgeous Yellow-breasted Pipit. It 

was accompanied by quite 

the supporting cast, with 

Eastern Long-billed Lark 

giving outrageously good 

views, a pair of Buff-

streaked Chats flaunting 

themselves in the sun, 

many Southern Ant-eating 

Chats, a deeply hidden 

African Quailfinch, a 

gaggle of Ground 

Woodpeckers, fantastic 

views of a perched Lanner 

Falcon and a couple of 

spectacular Malachite 

Sunbirds.  

Moving across the rolling landscapes of the Wakkerstroom area we admired dozens more Amur Falcons, 

plenty of Long-tailed and Red-collared Widowbirds, a handful of Yellow-crowned Bishops a fly-over false 

alarm Blue Crane and then, almost out of nowhere, two fantastically close Grey-crowned Cranes – surely 

one of the best looking birds in the world. Whilst enjoying views of the cranes we also spied a Secretarybird 

on a far slope. Onwards and on a high from the cranes we pushed forth further still from Wakkerstroom to 

find a spot for breakfast… with a view. Driving through the fantastically contrasting lush green grass and red 

muddy soils occupied by Zulu kraals we located our distant prey – a small group of White-bellied Korhaans. 

Moving closer we were soon enjoying amazing ‘scope views of the korhaans whilst two males chased each 

other across the landscape for miles, joined briefly in the ‘scope by an immature male Pallid Harrier – not a 

duo you have in your optics together all that often! Just as we thought breakfast couldn’t get any better, it of 

course did when a group of Crowned Lapwings took flight with a single Black-winged Lapwing among 

them; fortunately, they landed close for great views on the deck.  
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Our next stop of the morning was an unassuming village 

complete with large central field that undoubtedly plays host 

to football games – which is worrying, because this field is 

where we were to look for the incredibly rare Botha’s Lark, 

one of our handful of key targets for the day. Of course, with 

such running luck behind us it took only a mere 5 minutes of 

driving to find the bird – almost out from under us flushed a 

pair of Botha’s Larks (right) which landed just 5 metres or so 

from the vehicle and continued feeding giving us the best 

views we could possibly dream of and allowing us to get 

probably some of the best photos ever taken of the species. 

On such a euphoric high (it looks MUCH better in the field 

than the field guide suggests) we could barely handle the 

spectacular Red-headed Finch (below) that gave superb 

roadside-post views on the edge of the kraal. Heading back 

towards Wakkerstroom for lunch we spied two raptors circling 

above the main highway, the shape of one instantly 

demanded our attention – it was our first colossal Martial 

Eagle of the tour – always a much-appreciated bird.  
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Unfortunately, this was to be our last new brid of the day. En route to lunch a large pothole decided to cripple 

our plans for the afternoon by rendering our vehicle unusable. Fortunately, we were missing just two targets 

for the area, and with a replacement vehicle en route and the plan swiftly rearranged, we took a by now much 

needed rest for the afternoon and hoped the morning would bring more luck.  

Days 13 - 15: Wakkerstroom & Kruger National Park 

Today marked our first day in the world famous and highly anticipated Kruger National Park. But, first of all, 

we had unfinished business in Wakkerstroom. So, at first light we assembled and forged our path toward a 

site at which to search for our last two targets. Through heavy showers, light showers, drizzle and a thunder 

storm we searched hard low in the thick grass of a local farm, halting and getting excited for every African 

Pipit, Cape Longclaw and even Pale-crowned Cisticola that erupted from our path. Unbelievably our luck, 

however, was still in – just as we prepared to exit the vehicle and continue our search on foot (which, in the 

rain, was not a popular prospect), 

Ian spotted an interesting looking 

bird. As soon as I lifted my bins I 

was met with the hulking bill of a 

Rudd’s Lark no more than 10 

metres from the vehicle. 

Completely unpurturbed by our 

presence it trotted around 

feeding as we watched intently. 

Not wishing to disturb this 

incredibly rare bird we made a 

fairly hasty exit toward the sound 

of bubbling and croaking in the 

distance – our final target had 

made itself known.  

Exiting the field where we’d found the lark we were stopped almost immediately by the sight of a small group 

of Blue Korhaan stalking low in the grass. Exiting quietly and slowly, we all had absolutely fantastic of this 

truly-attractive bird as it relaxed in our presence. Soon though, it was time to move on, and it was toward 

Kruger we went, but not without awesome views of a couple more Secretarybird (next page) and more 

Gray-crowned Cranes.  
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Before we even entered the park itself we were already racking up the new birds and animals. An Eastern 

Paradise Wydah on roadside wires was a good start, but from a river bridge on the south edge of Kruger we 

found African Openbill, Yellow-billed and magnificent Saddle-billed Storks, Pied and Malachite 

Kingfishers, African Pied Wagtail, Water Thick-Knee, Three-banded Plover, White-fronted Bee-Eaters, 

Wood Sandpiper, Greenshank and our first iconically African Hippopotamus. Nile Crocodiles reminded us 

why swimming in the rivers here is a definite no-go! Entering through one of the eastern gates we made a 

quick stop in a rest camp for a little birding, and opted for a lunch to go so we could maximize our time in the 

field. Around camp Southern Black Flycatchers, Cape Glossy Starling, Blue Waxbill, Brown-hooded 

Kingfishers and Green Vervets were abundant, whilst Purple-crested Turaco crowed in the distance and a 

couple of Black-collared Barbets had us in awe. Back out in the open savannah of the southern Kruger we 

enjoyed our first Southern Red-billed and Southern Yellow-billed Hornbills, first of hundreds of Red-

backed Shrikes and European Rollers, stunning and iconic Lilac-breasted Rollers, dazzling European Bee-

eaters and hulking White-backed Vultures. Along the river Marabou Stork and Collared Pratincole were 

highlights, along with more hippo and crocs, and overhead our first Hooded Vultures and Wahlberg’s Eagles 

commanded our attention. Within the Lower Sabie camp our attention was drawn to a particularly obliging 

White-browed Robin-Chat and a showy Diderik Cuckoo, whilst back out in the setting sunshine we enjoyed 

Red-chested Cuckoo, White-crowned Lapwing and a garbling flock of great-looking White-crested 

Helmet-Shrikes. This is of course not to mention ourfirst looks at a number of iconic and familiar mammals 

including Giraffe, Cape Buffalo, Kudu, Bushbuck, Warthog, Impala, Black-backed Jackal and the 

impressively huge African Elephant.  

Our two full days in the park were packed with as many highlights as birds and mammals. Being in Big 5 

country is a feeling like no other – the knowledge that around any corner on any road could be one of the 

most instantly-recognisable predators in the world, a herd of buffalo or even a parade of gentle giant 

elephants. We made our way from the furthest south of the park to its central core by way of Skukuza and 

Satara rest camps, and spent time exploring side roads throughout. Birding was as good in camp as it was 
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outside, and with a mixture of both we added a whole host of new birds, including Retz’s Helmet-Shrike, 

African Gray Hornbill, Crowned Hornbill, Red-billed Buffalo Weaver, Great Rufous Sparrow, Gray Go-

away Bird, Purple-crested Turaco, Olive-tree and Icterine Warblers, Marico, Spotted and Gray Tit-

Flycatchers, Southern Black Tit, Yellow-breasted Apalis, Sabota and Dusky Larks, dazzling Woodland 

Kingfishers, African Pygmy Kingfisher, Common Scimitarbill, African Mourning Dove, Temminck’s 

Courser, Senegal Lapwing and Striated Heron. Large birds in the sky are a large part of the Kruger 

experience, and despite the obscene persecution of raptors and particularly vultures outside the reserve 

having a knock on effect on the number of large birds seen these days, we still managed some great adult 

African Fish Eagles, Tawny Eagle, Martial Eagle, Wahlberg’s Eagle, Bateleur, Marabou Stork, Saddle-

billed Stork, Yellow-billed Kite, African Hawk Eagle, enormous Lappet-faced Vultures, surprisingly good 

looking White-headed Vulture, and a handful of Cape Vulture that we were especially pleased to grip back 

after missing them in the Cape. More Secretarybird and some real quality time spent with two flocks of 

Southern Ground Hornbill were highlights for us all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White-browed Robin-Chat 
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Retz’s Helmet-Shrike 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lilac-breasted Roller 
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Temminck’s Courser      African Scop’s Owl 
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Green Vervet Monkeys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Amur Falcon 
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Of course, once again, this is without even mentioning 

the superb cast of supporting mammals. Aside from 

those previously mentioned we also saw, among others, 

Blue Wildebeest, Steenbok, Slender Mongoose, 

Dwarf Mongoose, Banded Mongoose, Burchell’s 

Zebra, Spotted Hyena, White Rhino, a surprise and 

spectacular male Sable, plenty of Spotted Hyena 

(below), and three species of cat. An African Wild Cat 

with a kitten inside our rest camp was a particular 

highlight, but many sightings of African Lion were 

inspiring. Our single encounter with an African Leopard 

(next page) stirring from its slumber in a large tree in 

the southern park was an extremely fortunate 

experience. Night creatures were good on this tour with 

nightly sleep-interruptions from a bin-raiding Honey 

Badger, whilst out on our night drive we had 

unbeatable views of African Lion as well as a probable 

Serval and incredibly quick-bounding Lesser Galago. 

Nightjars were thin on the ground but we managed to 

see European, Fiery-necked and Square-tailed 

Nightjars, but our only owl was the famous Satara 

African Scops Owl. All in all we had a fantastic time in 

Kruger, and as ever it was a tour highlight.  

          Southern Ground Hornbill 
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Day 16: Kruger National Park, Sabie grasslands & Eland’s Vlei 

 With last night spent within Kruger it would have been a shame to rush out of the park, so although we had a 

long journey ahead of us all the way back Johannesburg we spent the majority of the morning making our 

way slowly from our camp to the park exit, primarily to give us our last realistic chance of seeing African Wild 

Dog, but it wasn’t meant to be. Instead we spent time with a family of Spotted Hyena, enjoyed great views 

of a male Red-crested Korhaan (next page), stopped briefly for the same flock of Senegal Lapwing as the 

night before, and saw yet more African Lion. By mid-morning we exited and made our way out into the 

montane grasslands of the Sabie area in an unsuccessful search for Blue Swallow and only a marginally more 

successful hunt for Broad-tailed Warbler which called just twice before it went silent.  

Although primarily a travel day at the end of the main tour, we took the opportunity of a night in the city to 

go in search of owls at a nearby wetland, together with another Tropical Birding guide, Charley, who was 

joining us for a couple of days as we headed into Zululand. Unfortunately, once again, the weather had other 

plans for us. With some of the heaviest rain you can imagine, we slipped and slode all over the place scoring 

only rain-cloaked views of Marsh Owl before heading back for a well-earned dinner and sleep.  
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 Day 17: Marievale Bird Sanctuary & Pongola Nature Reserve 

Today marked the beginning of our Barrier of Spears 

extension which would see us travel south-east from 

Jo’burg and through the heart of Zululand, into Lesotho, 

and to the coastal metropolis of Durban. With a long 

drive to the town of Mkhuze ahead of us we took the 

opportunity for a leg stretch at Marievale once again. 

With a vagrant Spotted Crake present we thought it 

would be wise to have a look for this normally tricky bird. 

Unfortunately it hadn’t been seen for a day or two 

previous, and we failed to find the crake, despite a 

number of other birders being present and looking. Birds 

were much the same as our previous visit, including 

White-faced and Fulvous Whistling Ducks, Squacco 

Heron, African Jacana, Ruff, Little Stint, Curlew 

Sandpiper, Grey, Black-headed, Purple and Goliath 

Herons, Black Heron once again performing its iconic 

umbrella hunt, Red-billed Quelea, African Snipe, 

Whiskered Tern, White-winged Tern, Diderik Cuckoo, 

Red-billed and Hottentot Teal, Cape Shoveller, 

Southern Pochard, Black Crake, Greater Flamingo, 

African Spoonbill, Levaillant’s Cisticola, Zitting 

Cisticola, Southern Red Bishop, African Stonechat, 

Southern Fiscal and a very welcome addition to our lists 

in the form of African Rail. Our attention here was also drawn to a close and showy Spotted-necked Otter. 

By the time we’d left Marievale and had lunch in the town of Pongola it was already mid-afternoon. We 

decided to explore the nearby Pongola Nature Reserve where the highlights included our first Lesser Grey 

Shrike and Rufous-naped Larks of the tour, plenty of Amur Falcons, a huge kettle of African Openbill 

Storks, yet another Secretarybird and a single Jacobin Cuckoo. Soon though it was time for us to make our 

way to our rather fancy hotel for the night in the town of Mkhuze. With everybody in need of a rest, we took a 

short break before regrouping for another great dinner.  
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Day 18: Mkhuze Game Reserve & St. Lucia 

Awaking early, we spent until 

after lunch today within Mkhuze 

Game Reserve in search of some 

of its trickier residents. We 

started at the main rest camp 

where we wandered for a while, 

finding Chinspot Batis, White-

bellied Sunbird, Cardinal 

Woodpecker, Scarlet-chested 

Sunbird, Red-fronted 

Tinkerbird, Common 

Scimitarbill, excellent looks at a 

perched pair of African 

Goshawk, Square-tailed 

Drongo, Black-bellied Starling, 

Violet-backed Starling, Southern Boubou, a gaggle of Crested Guineafowl (next page) and prolonged 

views of a pair of our sought-after Rudd’s Apalis. Moving on we visited a pair of hides that are often 

productive for both birds and mammals. At the first we found Nyala, a particularly ornate antelope, a trio of 

large White Rhino and a pair of Broad-billed Rollers, along with African Pied Wagtail, Wood and Common 

Sandpipers. The entrance track held our first Pink-throated Twinspots which showed only briefly, but well 

enough to appreciate how great looking they are, and ample signs of African Wild Dog having walked the 

track while we were in the hide – ouch!  

Moving toward the second hide, we found a pair of particularly bright banana-yellow Yellow-bellied 

Eremomelas as well as Common Scimitarbill, Square-tailed Drongo, Cardinal Woodpecker and Bearded 

Scrub-Robin as well as a somewhat-cooperative Gorgeous Bushshrike. One of the highlights of the day 

though, and the trip, was coming across a small flock of Black-throated Canaries drinking at a pothole with a 

pair of cracking Lemon-breasted Seedeaters! At the hide itself a single Yellow-throated Petronia joined 

Emeral-spotted Wood Doves, Woolly-necked Storks and Cape Turtle Doves to drink whilst a spectacular 

Orange-breasted Bushshrike danced around a waterhole-side bush. More White Rhino (next page) rested 

at the back of the pool whilst a troop of Chacma Baboon patrolled through, passing the assembled Blue 

Wildebeest, Impala and Nyala. Moving on from the hide we spent a while scanning through the vast number 

of birds on the huge water-filled pan. Ashy Flycatcher called and flitted beside us whilst Purple-crested 

Turaco and Trumpeter Hornbill called nearby. Among the birds on the pan were rather nice Blue-cheeked 

Bee-eaters, Goliath Heron, Great, Cattle and Little Egrets, Yellow-billed and African Openbill Storks, 

Pink-backed and Great White Pelicans, Red-billed and Hottentot Teal, Greater Flamingo and Whiskered 

Terns.  
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Woolly-necked Stork 

 

 

After lunch at the ever-exciting Rhino Dine-o and more 

omnipresent Blue Wildebeest (left), we said farewell to Charley 

and began our journey south to the lovely little seaside town of 

St. Lucia. Arriving late in the day there was just enough time to 

drop our things off at the hotel, freshen up and head back out in 

search of some crepuscular beasts. In the darkness we heard 

African Wood Owl and Fiery-necked Nightjar calling, but just as 

it became dark enough to try for Swamp Nightjar, the heavens 

opened and we were rained upon with some impressive force. 

Small consolation came in the form of a hearty meal, one of the 

best of the tour.  
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Day 19: St. Lucia & Dlinza Forest 

This morning we decided 

to try something a little 

bit different from the 

norm. We first birded the 

Gwalagwala trail as 

ususal, making our way 

through the sandy coastal 

dune forest finding plenty 

of birds including some 

outstandingly cooperative 

Pink-throated Twinspots 

(left) that we didn’t seem 

to be able to escape. Next 

up was fantastic looks at a 

handful of very vocal 

Livingstone’s Turacos, 

followed by more Crowned Hornbills calling and finally really great looks at some Trumpeter Hornbills, 

which proved extremely popular with the group. The only trace of Woodward’s Batis was a distantly calling 

bird that just wouldn’t come in for views; thankfully Eastern Nicator performed much better, giving good 

views as it slipped through the bushes at head height. Red-capped Robin-Chat was a welcome addition to 

our ‘good looks’ list finally, whilst Green Malkoha unfortunately had to remain a heard-only. Yellow-bellied 

Greenbuls showed off, along with Terrestrial Brownbul, White-eared Barbet and Forest Weaver, but a 

particularly well-showing Gorgeous Bushshrike stole the show, until a pair of Black-throated Wattleeyes 

came and gave truly incredible, close views.  

We didn’t have time to stick around and try harder for the batis and Brown Scrub-Robin, because we had 

instead made the decision to try a boat trip with a local operator who seemed to be seeing African Finfoot on 

a regular basis. I also suspected the trip may be good for photography, so we went ahead and jumped on 

board after a good breakfast at a local coffee shop. Southern Brown-throated and Grosbeak Weavers saw 

us away from the jetty, and whilst watching, and smelling, Hippos from close quarters we enjoyed good 

views of a young African Fish Eagle successfully hunting in the river. Working our way along the shores of the 

creeks and estuary we found good photographic opportunities with Grey-headed Gull (next page bottom), 

Little Tern, African Spoonbill (next page top), Great, Little and Cattle Egrets, White-faced Whistling 

Duck, Greenshank, Black-winged Stilt, and absolutely spectacular opportunities with Giant Kingfisher and 

Goliath Heron, both of which allowed us within mere metres of them. Of course, we had a key target in mind, 

and although the weather was still not playing ball with us, throwing every millimeter of rain down that it 

could muster, we searched hard and thoroughly along the mangrove and reed edges until an unmistakable 
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shape appeared in the centre of my binoculars – African Finfoot! We enjoyed prolonged views of a rather 

smart looking female as it snaked in and out of the reeds and side-gullys of the creek, even hauling itself out 

of the water to show us its mighty webbed feet. Spectacular. 
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African Finfoot 

Nile Crocodile 
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Giant Kingfisher 

Returning to town for a hearty lunch of fruit smoothies and delectable wraps, we were soon on the road once 

more, burning the kilometres south along the coast before cutting inland to the Zulu heartland of Eshowe. 

Arriving mid-afternoon on a hot day, we decided to head into Dlinza forest early, despite the heat and 

humidity being extremely high. Despite this, quite miraculously the forest was alive with birds. In an 

unbelievable turn of events, just as I was explaining the behavior of our main target, Spotted Ground Thrush, 

and explaining how difficult they can be, sometimes taking several visits to locate, I noticed some movement 

ahead of us, lifted my bins and – surprise surprise – it was a pair of Spotted Ground Thrushes. Incredible luck. 

With the heat almost unbearable, we headed into the shade of the forest where our run of luck continued 

when we turned a corner and just happened upon a perched Narina Trogon that gave phenomenal views. 

Our final stop for the afternoon was at the small bird hide by the visitor’s centre, where our much hoped for 

target, Green Twinspot (next page), just happened to be waiting for us – for a bird that is notoriously tricky, 

it really did itself no justice by feeding almost at arm’s length. Twinspots are a very very good looking group 

of birds. 
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Day 20: Ngoye, Mtunzini & Dlinza Forest 

Another early morning today as we prepared to head out in 

search of one of the most incredibly range-restricted species 

of the tour – Green Barbet. Present only in the forest of 

Ngoye within South Africa, the nearest other population is all 

the way up the east coast of Africa in Tanzania. Arriving under 

cover of heavy fog, we had to wait a while for the air to clear, 

which we did by pursuing other birds in the vicinity. 

Tambourine Dove called and showed only in flight, Olive 

Sunbird showed nicely for a somewhat drab member of this 

notoriously gaudy family, Spotted Ground Thrush sang from 

the undergrowth, refusing to show itself, Croaking Cisticola 

croaked away in the grassland, showing only in flight in strong 

wind, and Yellow-streaked Greenbul called from 

tantalizingly close, showing only in its movements. Finally 

though, among the distant calls of Narina Trogon, we 

managed to find a Green Barbet (next page) that gave a 

fantastic display, sitting atop a bare branch and calling from 

beside the road. Making our way back to the vehicle seeing 

Square-tailed Drongos and Black-bellied Starlings we came 

across a pair of ngoyensis Red Bush Squirrels endemic to just 

this forest, as well as a large and well-showing troop of 

Samango Monkeys – showing how different they are to the superficially similar Green Vervets.  
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 With the heat rising, we made 

our way to the coast in an 

unsuccessful search for cooler 

weather. We did, however, find 

African Yellow White-eyes, 

Yellow-throated Longclaw 

and heard Rufous-winged 

Cisticola, before retiring to the 

cool shade of a local restaurant 

where we spent some time 

refreshing with cool drinks and 

a fantastic lunch. With the heat 

not abating, we decided to 

retire for a few hours and 

shelter, before heading out 

again in the late afternoon. By the time we re-emerged it wasn’t much cooler, and we once again made our 

way through Dlinza forest, this time finding much 

less activity, aside from the puppy-like Blue 

Duikers and yet two more Spotted Ground 

Thrush. From the canopy tower we found Black-

backed Puffbacks, Grey Cuckooshrike, Lesser 

Honeyguide, Trumpeter Hornbill, a distant 

African Harrier-Hawk and a surprise European 

Honey Buzzard. Bird of the evening, for me at 

least, was an African Emerald Cuckoo that landed 

just a couple of metres off of the walkway beside 

us, allowing truly spectacular views of this 

glowing, glittering, superb bird.  
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Day 21: Dlinza Forest, Durban, Howick & Underberg 

We entered Dlinza early today, even persuading the guard to come in early for us, so that we would have the 

very best chance possible of seeing Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon, which is notoriously difficult away from 

the earliest hours of the day. We immediately made our way to the canopy tower where, as soon as I’d set the 

‘scope up, we immediately had it fixed on a pair of Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeons – a very quick score 

indeed! That wasn’t it though, as a short while later another flew through and landed in the tree right beside 

us giving phenomenal views of this tricky, rare, and under-rated bird. A quick visit to the hide once more 

produced Lemon Dove and a mimicking Chorister Robin-Chat before we made our way back to the B&B for 

a more-than-hearty breakfast.  

 Making our way along the coast south toward Durban, we stopped briefly at Sappi Stanger where a single 

hide and a series of pools hold a lot of birds – with Spotted Crake once again being present, but not seen by 

us. Consolation, however, came in the form of an absolutely amazing encounter with Baillon’s Crake and 

brief views of Lesser Moorhen, as well as an in the field lesson in wader identification as we spent some time 

sifting through the birds, learning how to ID them and then putting it into practice on the assembled Ruff, 

Wood, Common and Curlew Sandpipers, Little Stints, Greenshank, Little, Great, Intermediate and Cattle 

Egrets, and African Snipe. 

Also present here was a 

phenomenal number of 

African Jacana, with dozens 

and dozens of birds crawling 

among the lilies.  

From Stanger we headed past 

Durban and headed inland to 

the town of Howick among 

the agricultural lands. After a 

tasty lunch in town we headed 

out into the farmlands to see 

what we could find. Plenty of 

Southern Red Bishop lined 

the barbed wire fences, a 

couple of Long-crested Eagles lined the roadside poles and, remarkably, we found a pair of our target birds 

almost immediately. Rounding a corner we stopped to scan for the first time, and noticed to our left a pair of 

magnificent Wattled Cranes roaming a nearby slope. We had great views of these extremely tall and regal 

birds before they disappeared over the ridge. With our target scored, we moved swiftly on further inland as 

time was pressing on. We arrived in the town of Underberg to an almighty, window-shaking, ground-

trembling thunderstorm – not ideal birding conditions! The storm finally cleared up extremely late in the 
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afternoon, allowing us just enough time for a quick drive before dinner in the town. A handful of Grey-

crowned Cranes and several hundred Amur Falcons were the standout highlights.  

Day 22: Sani Pass 

The penultimate day of the South Africa tour is by far one of the best. Not because of the number of species 

we encounter, but more for the quality and diversity. It’s a great feeling to get a good haul of new birds at the 

last minute.  

Leaving our guesthouse early in the morning, with our local guide Stuart and a 4x4 to ascend the pass, we 

made our way first of all to a local wetland. Here we immediately finally added Little Rush Warbler to our 

tallies after somehow missing it thus far. Next was a stop along the ‘main’ tarmac road to tease a small flock 

of African Firefinch out of the undergrowth, with a Dark-capped Yellow Warbler adding a little audible 

excitement. Further along the track leading to the ascent we stopped for a search along the river that netted 

us four Bush Blackcap that gave excellent views, a handful of Great Double-collared Sunbirds and a pair of 

Rufous-necked Wryneck. Soon enough it was time for breakfast, so we pulled into a turn off at the base of 

the pass. Laying out our picnic feast, we enjoyed excellent views of Gurney’s Sugarbird, Buff-streaked Chat 

(next page) and Ground Woodpecker (next page) as we ate. A short hop up the road we had two more 

targets in mind; first of all we tried a small area of dense grass and almost immediately were rewarded with a 

showy Broad-tailed Warbler. A bit of walking and flushing was in order next, which saw us dissecting a short-

grassed slope in order to flush our target Short-tailed Pipit, which gave typical flight views before dropping 

out of view.  
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Passing through border control, 

passport stamps obtained and bonus 

views of Red-chested Cuckoo 

achieved, we headed higher up the 

slopes and scoured roadside bushes 

intently, stopping for several singing 

Barratt’s Warblers before we finally 

got absolutely superb views of two 

individuals. Finally we had reached the 

higher switch-backs of the road; 

several strategic stops as we gained 

altitude saw us finding several 

cracking birds. First up were a couple 

of flocks of Drakensberg Siskins, similar to the Cape Siskins we’d 

seen a couple of weeks previous. After a little searching we then 

came across two family parties of the striking Drakensberg 

Rockjumper, meaning we’d started and finished two entire bird 

families on this tour – the rockjumpers and the sugarbirds.  

Reaching the top of the pass, and the Lesotho border post, we 

watched Sentinel Rock Thrushes frollick and hunt on the ground 

among the endemic Sloggett’s Ice Rats, occasionally looking up at 

the Cape Vultures circling the cliffs. As we headed back to the 

vehicle though, a huge shape drifting across the pass had as manic as 

it revealed itself as an adult Lammergeier or Bearded Vulture. The 

rest of the morning and into the early afternoon was spent at the top 

of the pass in Lesotho, successfully trying first of all for Mountain 

Pipit before turning our attention to the Layard’s Tit-Babblers, 

Southern Grey Tits and stunning little Fairy Flycatchers (next 

page) in the stunted vegetation. Making our way back to the pass 

dozens of White Stork stalked the plains and two Black Storks in 

the river were a welcome surprise.  
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By the time we’d had a Lesotho-brewed beer at the highest pub in Africa, time was pushing well into the 

afternoon and it was time for us to head back down into South Africa. Along the way we came across more 

Drakensberg Siskins, Drakensberg Rockjumpers, Drakensberg Prinia, Karoo Prinia, Cape Canary, Cape 

Vulture, Bush Blackcaps, Rufous-necked Wryneck and some spectacular Malachite Sunbirds. Once back in 

the town we took a few minutes to refresh before heading out once again – this time for an early dinner, so 

that we could be in the right place at the right time later on. Underberg is famous for having an extremely 

large and accessible Amur Falcon roost. We’d decided to try and track it down on this evening to witness the 

incoming falcons. Arriving at 7:30pm with a box of brownies for dessert, we watched as tens, then twenties, 

then hundreds, then thousands of Amur Falcons flocked into a small stand of trees in an open field. The 

sight, and sound, was quite unbelievable, and we frequently had to remind ourselves that these weren’t 

merely finches, or sparrows, or weavers, but falcons – and about 7,000 of them! A mind-blowing end to the 

day, and our final full day in South Africa.  

Day 23: Marutswa Forest, Umhlanga Lagoon & departure 

I promised the gang that today was their final early morning and tomorrow they’d get a real lay in – after a 

long flight that is. It was the final day of the tour, and with early afternoon flights out of Durban scheduled we 

had a couple of final short stops planned for our last new birds of the trip. 

Making our way downhill toward the coast, the first stop of the morning was Marutswa Forest, one of the 

most reliable sites in South Africa for one species, and the world for another. On the trail to the forest we first 
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of all encountered a noisy family of Olive Woodpeckers and a pair of Red-chested Cuckoos, before entering 

the forest to spend some time working along the trail. Along the way birds called all around us – Black-

backed Puffback, Olive Bushshrike, Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler, Yellow-breasted Apalis, Forest 

Weaver and some invisible Knysna Turaco. Occassionally we were passed by close calling Cape Parrots but 

none came close enough for any clear views unfortunately. Just as we turned back at the furthest point of our 

walk, we turned a corner to find our final target in the center of the path in front of us – there stood an adult 

and juvenile Orange Ground Thrush. 

With time pressing on, and the thrush seen remarkably well, it was time to make our way to the coast after a 

final packed breakfast in the field. Before long we were entering the city of Durban where I had one last stop 

for us – the tiny Umhlanga Lagoon Nature Reserve. Here we saw our final Burchell’s Coucal, Yellow Weaver, 

Grosbeak Weaver, Purple-crested Turaco, Cape Wagtail, Tawny-flanked Prinia and swarms of hirundines 

and swifts. But before long it was time for us to do a final pack of our bags and head to the airport for one 

final ultra-fresh seafood meal before checking in for our flights and parting ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Roller – Kruger National Park 
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BIRD LIST 

The taxonomy of the bird list follows: Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and Fitzpatrick, John W. 
The Clements Checklist of Birds of the World. Cornell, 2007.  
This list is up to date with the major changes published by Cornell up until August 2014. 

Regional endemic bird species are indicated with an E (endemic) or NE (near endemic) in column 3. 

Numbers: 508 bird species (including heard only & guide only) and 56 mammal species recorded. 

      STRUTHIONIFORMES: Struthionidae   

1     Ostrich Struthio camelus 

      ANSERIFORMES: Anatidae   

2     White-faced Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna viduata 

3     Fulvous Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor 

4     White-backed Duck Thalassornis leuconotus 

5     Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 

6 E   South African Shelduck Tadorna cana 

7     Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 

8     African Black Duck Anas sparsa 

9     Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 

10 NE   Cape Shoveler Anas smithii 

11     Red-billed Duck (Teal) Anas erythrorhyncha 

12     Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota 

13     Cape Teal Anas capensis 

14     Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma 

15   NT Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa 

      GALLIFORMES: Numididae   

16     Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 

17     Crested Guineafowl Guttera pucherani 

      GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae   

18     Crested Francolin Francolinus sephaena 

19 E   Cape Francolin (Spurfowl) Francolinus capensis 

20 NE   Natal Francolin (Spurfowl) Francolinus natalensis 

21     Red-necked Francolin (Spurfowl) Francolinus afer 

22     Swainson's Francolin (Spurfowl) Francolinus swainsonii 

      PODICIPEDIFORMES: Podicipedidae   

23     Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 

24     Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 

25     Eared (Black-necked) Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 

      PHOENICOPTERIFORMES: Phoenicopteridae   

26     Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 

27   NT Lesser Flamingo Phoenicopterus minor 

      SPHENISCIFORMES: Spheniscidae   

28 E EN Jackass (African) Penguin Spheniscus demersus 

      PROCELLARIIFORMES: Procellariidae   
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29     Northern Giant-Petrel Macronectes halli 

30   V White-chinned Petrel Procellaria aequinoctialis 

31   NT Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 

      CICONIIFORMES: Ciconiidae   

32     African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus 

33     Black Stork Ciconia nigra 

34     Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 

35     White Stork Ciconia ciconia 

36     Saddle-billed Stork 
Ephippiorhynchus 
senegalensis 

37     Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer 

38     Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 

      SULIFORMES: Sulidae   

39 BE V Cape Gannet Morus capensis 

      SULIFORMES: Phalacrocoracidae   

40     Great (White-breasted) Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo (lucidus) 

41 NE EN Cape Cormorant Phalacrocorax capensis 

42 E EN Bank Cormorant Phalacrocorax neglectus 

43     Long-tailed (Reed) Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus 

44 E NT Crowned Cormorant Phalacrocorax coronatus 

      SULIFORMES: Anhingidae   

45     African Darter Anhinga rufa 

      PELECANIFORMES: Pelecanidae   

46     Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 

47     Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 

      PELECANIFORMES: Scopidae   

48     Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 

      PELECANIFORMES: Ardeidae   

49     Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 

50     Gray Heron Ardea cinerea 

51     Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 

52     Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 

53     Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

54     Great Egret Ardea alba 

55     Intermediate (Yellow-billed) Egret Mesophoyx intermedia 

56     Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

57     Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca 

58     Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

59     Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 

60     Striated Heron Butorides striata 

61     Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 

      PELECANIFORMES: Threskiornithidae   

62     Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 

63     (African) Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 

64 E V (Southern) Bald Ibis Geronticus calvus 

65     Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 
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66     African Spoonbill Platalea alba 

      ACCIPITRIFORMES: Sagittariidae   

67   V Secretary-bird Sagittarius serpentarius 

      ACCIPITRIFORMES: Pandionidae   

68     Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

      ACCIPITRIFORMES: Accipitridae   

69     Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus 

70     African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 

71   NT Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus 

72   V White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis 

73   V Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotus 

74   EN Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 

75   EN White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 

76 E V Cape Griffon (Vulture) Gyps coprotheres 

77   NT Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 

78     Black-breasted Snake-Eagle Circaetus pectoralis 

79     Brown Snake-Eagle Circaetus cinereus 

80   VU Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 

81     Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 

82     Wahlberg's Eagle Hieraaetus wahlbergi 

83     Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 

84     Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 

85     Verreaux's Eagle Aquila verreauxii 

86     African Hawk-Eagle Aquila spilogaster 

87 NE   Pale Chanting-Goshawk Melierax canorus 

88     African Marsh-Harrier Circus ranivorus 

89 E V Black Harrier Circus maurus 

90   NT Pallid Harrier  Circus macrourus 

91     African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro 

92     Black Goshawk (Sparrowhawk) Accipiter melanoleucus 

93     Black (Yellow-billed) Kite  Milvus migrans (parasitus) 

94     African Fish-Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 

95     European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus 

96     Common (Steppe) Buzzard Buteo buteo (vulpinus) 

97 E   Forest Buzzard Buteo trizonatus 

98     Jackal Buzzard Buteo rufofuscus 

      OTIDIFORMES: Otididae   

99   NT Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 

100   EN Ludwig's Bustard Neotis ludwigii 

101   NT Stanley Bustard Neotis denhami 

102 E*   White-bellied (Barrow's) Bustard  
Eupodotis senegalensis 
(barrowi) 

103 E NT Blue Bustard (Korhaan) Eupodotis caerulescens 

104     Karoo Bustard (Korhaan) Eupodotis vigorsii 

105     Red-crested Bustard (Korhaan) Eupodotis ruficrista 

106 E VU (Southern) Black Bustard (Korhaan) Eupodotis afra 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  South Africa Set Departure: January 2016 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

49 

107 E   White-quilled Bustard (N. Black Korhaan) Eupodotis afraoides 

      GRUIFORMES: Rallidae   

108     African Rail Rallus caerulescens 

109     Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra 

110     Baillon's Crake Porzana pusilla 

111     African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 

112     Lesser Moorhen Gallinula angulata 

113     Eurasian Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

114     Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 

      GRUIFORMES: Sarothruridae   

115     Buff-spotted Flufftail Sarothrura elegans 

116     Red-chested Flufftail Sarothrura rufa 

      GRUIFORMES: Heliornithidae   

117     African Finfoot Podica senegalensis 

      GRUIFORMES: Gruidae   

118   EN Gray Crowned-Crane Balearica regulorum 

119 E V Blue Crane Anthropoides paradiseus 

120   V Wattled Crane Bugeranus carunculatus 

      CHARADRIIFORMES: Burhinidae   

121     Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 

122     Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 

      CHARADRIIFORMES: Recurvirostridae   

123     Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

124     Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 

      CHARADRIIFORMES: Haematopodidae   

125 NE NT African Oystercatcher Haematopus moquini 

      CHARADRIIFORMES: Charadriidae   

126     Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

127     Blacksmith Plover Vanellus armatus 

128     White-headed (-crowned) Lapwing Vanellus albiceps 

129     Senegal Lapwing Vanellus lugubris 

130     Black-winged Lapwing Vanellus melanopterus 

131     Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 

132     (African) Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus 

133     Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus 

134     Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 

135     Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

136     Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 

137     White-fronted Plover Charadrius marginatus 

138   NT Chestnut-banded Plover Charadrius pallidus 

      CHARADRIIFORMES: Jacanidae   

139     African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 

      CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae   

140     Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

141     Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

142     Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 
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143     Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

144     Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

145     Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 

146     Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 

147     Red Knot Calidris canutus 

148     Ruff Calidris pugnax 

149     Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

150     Sanderling Calidris alba 

151     Little Stint Calidris minuta 

152     African Snipe Gallinago nigripennis 

      CHARADRIIFORMES: Glareolidae   

153     Temminck's Courser Cursorius temminckii 

154     Double-banded Courser Smutsornis africanus 

155     Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 

      CHARADRIIFORMES: Stercorariidae   

156     Parasitic Jaeger (Arctic Skua) Stercorarius parasiticus 

      CHARADRIIFORMES: Laridae   

157     Gray-hooded Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

158     Hartlaub's Gull Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 

159     Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 

160     Little Tern Sternula albifrons 

161     Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 

162     White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 

163     Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 

164     Common Tern Sterna hirundo 

165     Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 

166     Lesser Crested Tern Thalasseus bengalensis 

167     Great Crested (Swift) Tern  Thalasseus bergii 

168     Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 

      PTEROCLIFORMES: Pteroclidae   

169 NE   Namaqua Sandgrouse Pterocles namaqua 

      COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae   

170 I   Rock Pigeon Columba livia 

171     Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 

172     Rameron (African Olive) Pigeon Columba arquatrix 

173     Delegorgue's (E Bronze-naped) Pigeon Columba delegorguei 

174     Lemon Dove Columba larvata 

175     (African) Mourning Collared-Dove Streptopelia decipiens 

176     Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 

177     Ring-necked (Cape Turtle-) Dove Streptopelia capicola 

178     Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 

179     Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove Turtur chalcospilos 

180     Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria 

181     Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 

182     African Green-Pigeon Treron calvus 

      CUCULIFORMES: Musophagidae   
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183     Livingstone's Turaco Tauraco livingstonii 

184 E   Knysna Turaco Tauraco corythaix 

185     Purple-crested Turaco Tauraco porphyreolophus 

186     Gray Go-away-bird Corythaixoides concolor 

      CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae   

187     Pied Cuckoo Oxylophus jacobinus 

188     Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius 

189     Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus 

190     Klaas's Cuckoo   Chrysococcyx klaas 

191     African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus 

192     Diderick Cuckoo   Chrysococcyx caprius 

193     Yellowbill Ceuthmochares aereus 

194 E*   White-browed (Burchell's) Coucal Centropus superciliosus 

      STRIGIFORMES: Strigidae   

195     African Scops-Owl Otus senegalensis 

196     Cape Eagle-Owl Bubo capensis 

197     Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 

198     African Wood-Owl Strix woodfordii 

199     Marsh Owl Asio capensis 

      CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Caprimulgidae   

200     Rufous-cheeked Nightjar Caprimulgus rufigena 

201     European Nightjar  Caprimulgus europaeus 

202     Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis 

203     Swamp Nightjar Caprimulgus natalensis 

204     Square-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus fossii 

      APODIFORMES: Apodidae   

205     Alpine Swift Apus melba 

206     Common Swift Apus apus 

207     African Swift Apus barbatus 

208     Little Swift Apus affinis 

209     Horus Swift Apus horus 

210     White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 

211     African Palm-Swift Cypsiurus parvus 

      COLIIFORMES: Coliidae   

212     Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 

213 E   White-backed Mousebird Colius colius 

214     Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus 

      TROGONIFORMES: Trogonidae   

215     Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina 

      CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae   

216     Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus 

217     Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis 

218     Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris 

219     Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maximus 

220     Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 

      CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae   
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221     White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides 

222     Southern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicoides 

223     Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 

224     European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 

      CORACIIFORMES: Coraciidae   

225     Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus 

226     European Roller Coracias garrulus 

227     Rufous-crowned Roller Coracias naevius 

228     Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus 

      CORACIIFORMES: Upupidae   

229     Eurasian (African) Hoopoe Upupa epops (africana) 

      CORACIIFORMES: Phoeniculidae   

230     Green Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 

231     Common Scimitar-bill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

      CORACIIFORMES: Bucerotidae   

232     Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris 

233     Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 

234     Crowned Hornbill Tockus alboterminatus 

235     African Gray Hornbill Tockus nasutus 

236     Trumpeter Hornbill Ceratogymna bucinator 

      CORACIIFORMES: Bucorvidae   

237   V Southern Ground-Hornbill Bucorvus leadbeateri 

      PICIFORMES: Lybiidae   

238     Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 

239     White-eared Barbet Stactolaema leucotis 

240     Green Barbet Stactolaema olivacea 

241     Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird Pogoniulus bilineatus 

242     Red-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus pusillus 

243 NE   (Acacia) Pied Barbet Tricholaema leucomelas 

244     Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus 

      PICIFORMES: Indicatoridae   

245     Wahlberg's (Brown-backed) Honeyguide Prodotiscus regulus 

246     Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor 

247     Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator 

      PICIFORMES: Picidae   

248     Rufous-necked Wryneck Jynx ruficollis 

249     Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni 

250 E NT Knysna Woodpecker Campethera notata 

251 E   Ground Woodpecker Geocolaptes olivaceus 

252     Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 

253     Olive Woodpecker Dendropicos griseocephalus 

      FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae   

254     Eurasian (Rock) Kestrel Falco tinnunculus (rupicolus) 

255     Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni 

256     Amur Falcon Falco amurensis 

257     Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides 
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258     Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 

259     Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 

      PSITTACIFORMES: Psittacidae   

260     Brown-necked (Cape) Parrot Poicephalus r. robustus 

261     Brown-headed Parrot Poicephalus cryptoxanthus 

      PASSERIFORMES: Platysteiridae   

262     Black-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira peltata 

263 E   Cape Batis Batis capensis 

264     Woodward's Batis Batis fratrum 

265     Chinspot Batis Batis molitor 

266 NE   Pririt Batis Batis pririt 

      PASSERIFORMES: Vangidae   

267     White Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus 

268     Retz's Helmetshrike Prionops retzii 

      PASSERIFORMES: Malaconotidae   

269     Brubru Nilaus afer 

270     Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla 

271     Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus 

272     Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 

273 E   Southern Tchagra Tchagra tchagra 

274 E   Southern Boubou Laniarius ferrugineus 

275 E   Bokmakierie Telophorus zeylonus 

276     Sulphur (Orange)-breasted Bushshrike Telophorus sulfureopectus 

277 NE   Olive Bushshrike Telophorus olivaceus 

278     Four-colored (Gorgeous) Bushshrike Telophorus viridis 

      PASSERIFORMES: Campephagidae   

279     Gray Cuckooshrike Coracina caesia 

      PASSERIFORMES: Laniidae   

280     Southern (Common) Fiscal Lanius collaris 

281     Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 

282     Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor  

283     Magpie Shrike Corvinella melanoleuca 

284 NE   (Southern) White-crowned Shrike Eurocephalus anguitimens 

      PASSERIFORMES: Oriolidae   

285     African Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 

286     Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus  

      PASSERIFORMES: Dicruridae   

287     Square-tailed Drongo Dicrurus ludwigii 

288     Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 

      PASSERIFORMES: Monarchidae   

289     African (Blue-mantled) Crested-Flycatcher Trochocercus cyanomelas 

290     African Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 

      PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae   

291 I   House Crow Corvus splendens 

292     Cape Crow Corvus capensis 

293     Pied Crow Corvus albus 
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294     White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 

      PASSERIFORMES: Chaetopidae   

295 E   Cape Rockjumper Chaetops frenatus 

296 E   Drakensberg Rockjumper Chaetops aurantius 

      PASSERIFORMES: Nicatoridae   

297     Eastern Nicator Nicator gularis 

      PASSERIFORMES: Alaudidae   

298     Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana 

299 E   Cape Clapper Lark Mirafra apiata 

300     Dusky Lark Pinarocorys nigricans 

301 E V Rudd's Lark Heteromirafra ruddi 

302 NE   Sabota Lark Calendulauda sabota 

303 E   Karoo Lark Calendulauda albescens 

304 NE   Spike-heeled Lark Chersomanes albofasciata 

305 E   Eastern Long-billed Lark Certhilauda semitorquata 

306 E   Karoo Long-billed Lark Certhilauda subcoronata 

307 E   Black-eared Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix australis 

308 NE   Gray-backed Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix verticalis 

309     Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 

310 E EN Botha's Lark Spizocorys fringillaris 

311 E   Large-billed Lark Galerida magnirostris 

      PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae   

312     Plain (Brown-throated) Martin Riparia paludicola 

313     Banded Martin  Riparia cincta 

314     Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

315     House Martin Delichon urbicum 

316     Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

317     White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 

318     Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 

319     Pearl-breasted Swallow Hirundo dimidiata 

320     Greater Striped-Swallow Cecropis cucullata 

321     Lesser Striped-Swallow Cecropis abyssinica 

322     Rufous-chested (Red-breasted) Swallow Cecropis semirufa 

323     Mosque Swallow Cecropis senegalensis 

324 BE   South African (Cliff) Swallow Petrochelidon spilodera 

325     Black Sawwing Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

      PASSERIFORMES: Stenostiridae   

326 E   Fairy Flycatcher Stenostira scita 

      PASSERIFORMES: Paridae   

327     Southern Black-Tit Melaniparus niger 

328 E   (Southern) Gray Tit Melaniparus afer 

      PASSERIFORMES: Remizidae   

329     African (Grey) Penduline-Tit Anthoscopus caroli 

330 NE   Southern (Cape) Penduline-Tit Anthoscopus minutus 

      PASSERIFORMES: Pycnonotidae   

331     Sombre Greenbul Andropadus importunus 
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332     Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris 

333     Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris 

334     Yellow-streaked Greenbul Phyllastrephus flavostriatus 

335     Common (Dark-capped) Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus 

336     Black-fronted (African Red-eyed) Bulbul Pycnonotus nigricans 

337 E   Cape Bulbul Pycnonotus capensis 

      PASSERIFORMES: Macrosphenidae   

338     Cape (Long-billed) Crombec Sylvietta rufescens 

339 E   Cape Grassbird Sphenoeacus afer 

340 E   Victorin's Warbler Cryptillas victorini 

      PASSERIFORMES: Phylloscopidae   

341     Yellow-throated Wood-Warbler Phylloscopus ruficapilla 

342     Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

      PASSERIFORMES: Acrocephalidae   

343     African (Dark-capped) Yellow-Warbler Iduna natalensis 

344     Olive-tree Warbler Hippolais olivetorum 

345     Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina 

346     Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

347     African Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus 

348     Lesser Swamp-Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

      PASSERIFORMES: Locustellidae   

349 E   Barratt's Warbler Bradypterus barratti 

350 E V Knysna Warbler Bradypterus sylvaticus 

351     Little Rush-Warbler Bradypterus baboecala 

      PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae   

352     Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica 

353     Rudd's Apalis Apalis ruddi 

354     Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida 

355     Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura 

356 E   Kopje (Cinnamon-breasted) Warbler Euryptila subcinnamomea 

357 E   Rufous-eared Warbler Malcorus pectoralis 

358     Red-faced Cisticola Cisticola erythrops 

359     Rock-loving (Lazy) Cisticola Cisticola aberrans 

360     Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana 

361 NE   Red-headed (Grey-backed) Cisticola Cisticola subruficapilla 

362     Wailing Cisticola Cisticola lais 

363     Winding (Rufous-winged) Cisticola  Cisticola galactotes  

364     Tinkling (Levaillant's) Cisticola Cisticola tinniens 

365     Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis 

366     Piping Cisticola (Neddicky) Cisticola fulvicapilla 

367     Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 

368     Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus 

369 NE   Cloud Cisticola Cisticola textrix 

370     Pale-crowned Cisticola Cisticola cinnamomeus 

371     Wing-snapping Cisticola Cisticola ayresii 

372     Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 
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373 E   Karoo Prinia Prinia maculosa 

374 E   Drakensberg Prinia Prinia hypoxantha 

375 E   Namaqua Prinia (Warbler)  Prinia substriata 

376     Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis 

377 E   Yellow-rumped (Karoo) Eremomela Eremomela gregalis 

378     Burnt-neck Eremomela Eremomela usticollis 

      PASSERIFORMES: Sylvidae   

379 E NT Bush Blackcap Sylvia nigricapilla 

380 E   Layard's Warbler (Tit-Babbler) Sylvia layardi 

381 NE   Rufous-vented Warbler (Chestnut-v T-Bab.) Sylvia subcaerulea 

      PASSERIFORMES: Zosteropidae   

382     Cape White-eye Zosterops pallidus 

383     African Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis 

      PASSERIFORMES: Leiothrichidae   

384     Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 

      PASSERIFORMES: Promeropidae   

385 E   Gurney's Sugarbird Promerops gurneyi 

386 E   Cape Sugarbird Promerops cafer 

      PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae   

387     Pale Flycatcher Bradornis pallidus 

388 NE   Chat Flycatcher Bradornis infuscatus 

389 NE   Mariqua (Marico) Flycatcher Bradornis mariquensis 

390     Southern Black-Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina 

391 E   Fiscal Flycatcher Sigelus silens 

392     Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 

393     Dusky-brown (African Dusky) Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 

394     Ashy Flycatcher Muscicapa caerulescens 

395     Gray Tit-Flycatcher Myioparus plumbeus 

396 E   Karoo Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas coryphaeus 

397 E   Brown Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas signata 

398     Bearded Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas quadrivirgata 

399     Red-backed (White-browed) Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys 

400     Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra 

401     White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini 

402     Red-capped Robin-Chat Cossypha natalensis 

403 E   Chorister Robin-Chat Cossypha dichroa 

404     White-starred Robin Pogonocichla stellata 

405 NE   Short-toed Rock-Thrush Monticola brevipes 

406 E   Sentinel Rock-Thrush Monticola explorator 

407 E   Cape Rock-Thrush Monticola rupestris 

408     African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 

409 E   Buff-streaked Bushchat Saxicola bifasciatus 

410 E   Southern Anteater-Chat Myrmecocichla formicivora 

411 E   Sicklewing Chat Cercomela sinuata 

412 NE   Karoo Chat Cercomela schlegelii 

413 NE   Tractrac Chat Cercomela tractrac 
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414     Familiar Chat Cercomela familiaris 

415 NE   Mountain Wheatear Oenanthe monticola 

416     Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata 

      PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae   

417     Spotted Ground-Thrush Geokichla guttata 

418     Orange Ground-Thrush Geokichla gurneyi 

419     Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyana 

420     Olive Thrush Turdus olivaceus 

421 E   Karoo Thrush Turdus smithi 

      PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae   

422 I   Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 

423 I   European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

424     Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 

425     Cape Glossy-Starling Lamprotornis nitens 

426     Greater Blue-eared Glossy-Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

427 NE   Burchell's Glossy-Starling Lamprotornis australis 

428     Black-bellied Glossy-Starling Lamprotornis corruscus 

429     Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

430 E   African Pied Starling Spreo bicolor 

431     Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 

432 NE   Pale-winged Starling Onychognathus nabouroup 

      PASSERIFORMES: Buphagidae   

433     Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

      PASSERIFORMES: Nectariniidae   

434     Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris 

435 E   Orange-breasted Sunbird Anthobaphes violacea 

436     Eastern Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra olivacea 

437     Mouse-colored (Grey) Sunbird Cyanomitra veroxii 

438     Amethyst Sunbird Chalcomitra amethystina 

439     Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 

440     Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa 

441 E   Southern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris chalybeus 

442 E   Greater Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris afer 

443     Mariqua (Marico) Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis 

444     Purple-banded Sunbird Cinnyris bifasciatus 

445     White-breasted Sunbird Cinnyris talatala 

446 NE   Dusky Sunbird Cinnyris fuscus 

      PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae   

447     Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 

448     African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 

449     African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 

450     Mountain Pipit Anthus hoeschi 

451     Long-billed Pipit Anthus similis 

452     Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys 

453 E   Yellow-tufted (African Rock) Pipit Anthus crenatus 

454 E V Yellow-breasted Pipit Hemimacronyx chloris 
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455 E   Orange-throated (Cape) Longclaw Macronyx capensis 

456     Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus 

      PASSERIFORMES: Emberizidae   

457 NE   Lark-like Bunting Emberiza impetuani 

458 NE   Cape Bunting Emberiza capensis 

459     Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza flaviventris 

      PASSERIFORMES: Fringillidae   

460 E   Cape Siskin Pseudochloroptila totta 

461 E   Drakensberg Siskin Pseudochloroptila symonsi 

462 E   Cape Canary Serinus canicollis 

463     Yellow-fronted Canary Serinus mozambicus 

464 E   Forest Canary Serinus scotops 

465     Black-throated Canary Serinus atrogularis 

466     Lemon-breasted Seedeater Serinus citrinipectus 

467     Brimstone Canary Serinus sulphuratus 

468 NE   Yellow Canary Serinus flaviventris 

469 NE   White-throated Canary Serinus albogularis 

470 E   Protea Canary Serinus leucopterus 

471     Streaky-headed Seedeater Serinus gularis 

      PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae   

472 I   House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

473 NE   Great Rufous Sparrow Passer motitensis 

474 NE   Cape Sparrow Passer melanurus 

475     Southern Gray-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus 

476     Yellow-throated Petronia Petronia superciliaris 

      PASSERIFORMES: Ploceidae   

477     Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver Bubalornis niger 

478     Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis 

479 E   Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis 

480     African Golden-Weaver Ploceus subaureus 

481     Southern Brown-throated Weaver Ploceus xanthopterus 

482     Southern Masked-Weaver Ploceus velatus 

483     Forest Weaver Ploceus bicolor 

484     Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 

485     Red Bishop Euplectes orix 

486     Yellow-crowned Bishop Euplectes afer 

487     Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis 

488     White-winged Widowbird Euplectes albonotatus 

489     Red-collared Widowbird Euplectes ardens 

490     Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris 

491     Long-tailed Widowbird Euplectes progne 

492     Grosbeak (Thick-billed) Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons 

      PASSERIFORMES: Estrildidae   

493 E   Swee Waxbill Coccopygia melanotis 

494     Green-backed Twinspot Mandingoa nitidula 

495     Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 
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496     Blue-breasted Cordonbleu (Waxbill) Uraeginthus angolensis 

497     Pink-throated Twinspot Hypargos margaritatus 

498     Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 

499     African Firefinch Lagonosticta rubricata 

500     Jameson's Firefinch Lagonosticta rhodopareia 

501 NE   Red-headed Finch Amadina erythrocephala 

502     African Quailfinch Ortygospiza fuscocrissa 

503     Bronze Mannikin Spermestes cucullatus 

504     Black-and-white (Red-backed) Mannikin Spermestes bicolor 

      PASSERIFORMES: Viduidae   

505     Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 

506     Eastern (Long-tailed) Paradise-Whydah Vidua paradisaea 

507     Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata 

508     Variable (Dusky) Indigobird Vidua funerea 

 

Mammal taxonomy follows 'Field Guide to Mammals of Southern Africa' by Chris & Tilde Stuart (2007) 
 

        
Cercopithecidae: Cheek-pouched 
Monkeys   

1 1 NE   Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus  

2 1     Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops  

3 2     Sykes's Monkey Cercopithecus albogularis 

        Galagidae : Galagos   

4 3     Lesser Galago Galago moholi 

        Lagomorpha: Hares   

5 1     Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis  

        Sciuridae: Squirrels   

6 2     Red Bush Squirrel Paraxerus palliatus 

7 1     Tree Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi  

8 2 I   Grey Squirrel  Sciurus carolinensis  

        Hystricidae: Porcupines   

9 3     Cape Porcupine Hystrix africaaaustralis 

        Muridae: Rats & Mice   

10 1     Four-Striped Grass Mouse Rhabdomys pumilio  

11 1 E   Sloggett's  (Ice) Rat Otomys sloggetti 

        Canidae: Dogs & allies   

12 2     Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 

        Mustelidae: Mustelids   

13 3     Spotted-necked Otter Lutra maculicollis 

14 3     Honey Badger (Ratel) Mellivora capensis 

        Herpestidae: Mongooses   

15 1     Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo 

16 2 E   Small (Cape) Grey Mongoose Galerella pulverulenta  

17 2     Slender Mongoose Galerella sanguinea  

18 2     Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula  

19 1 NE   Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata  
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20 3 NE   Suricate (Meerkat) Suricata suricatta  

        Hyaenidae: Hyaenas   

21 2     Spotted Hyena Crocuta crocuta 

22 3     Aardwolf Proteles cristatus 

        Felidae: Cats   

23 3     African Wild Cat Felis lybica  

24 3     Serval Leptailurus serval 

25 2   V Lion Panthera leo  

26 2   NT Leopard Panthera pardus 

        Elephantidae: Elephants   

27 1   V (African) Elephant Loxodonta africana  

        Procavidae: Hyraxes   

28 1     Rock Dassie (Hyrax) Procavia capensis  

        Equidae: Horses   

29 1 EN V Cape Mountain Zebra Equus z. zebra  

30 1     Plains (Burchell's) Zebra Equus quagga 

        Rhinocerotidae: Rhinoceroses   

31 2   NT White Rhino Ceratotherium simum  

        Suidae: Pigs   

32 1     Common Warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus  

        Hippopotamidae: Hippopotamuses   

33 1   V Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius  

        Giraffidae: Giraffes   

34 1     Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis  

        Bovidae: Horned Ungulates   

35 1     African (Cape) Buffalo Syncerus caffer  

36 1     Common Eland Taurotragus oryx  

37 1     Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros  

38 1     Nyala Tragelaphus angasii 

39 1     Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus  

40 2 E   Gemsbok (Southern Oryx) Oryx gazella  

41 1     Common Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus  

42 2     Mountain Reedbuck Redunca fulvorufula 

43 2     Common (Southern) Reedbuck Redunca arundinum 

44 2 E   Grey Rhebok Pelea capreolus  

45 1     Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus  

46 2     Red Haartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus  

47 1 E   Bontebok Damaliscus p. pygargus 

48 2 E   Blesbok Damaliscus p. phillipsi 

49 1     Impala Aepyceros melampus  

50 1 NE   Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis  

51 2     Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus  

52 1     Steenbok Raphicerus campestris  

53 1     Red Duiker Cephalophus natalensis 

54 3     Blue Duiker Cephalophus monticola 

55 2     Common (Bush) Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia  
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        Otariidae: Sea Lions   

56 1 NE   Cape Fur Seal Arctocephalus p. pusillus  

 

Reptile taxonomy follows 'Field Guide to Snakes and Other Reptiles of Southern Africa' by Bill Branch (1998) 
 

        Crocodylidae: Crocodiles   

1       Nile Crocodile  Crocodylus niloticus  

        Agamidae: Agamas   

2       Ground Agama  Agama aculeata  

3       Southern Rock Agama  Agama atra  

        Geckonidae: Geckos   

4       Marbled Leaf-toed Gecko  Afrogecko porphyreus  

5       Moreau's Tropical House Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia 

        Cordylidae: Girdled Lizards   

6       Black Girdled Lizard  Cordylus niger  

7       Cape Girdled Lizard  Cordylus cordylus  

        Lacertidae: True Lizards   

8       Blue-tailed Sandveld Lizard  Nucras caesicaudata  

        Varanidae: Monitors   

9       Nile Monitor  Varanus niloticus  

        Scincidae: Skinks   

10       Cape Skink  Mabuya capensis  

11       Red-sided Skink  Mabuya homalocephala  

12       Striped Skink  Mabuya striata  

        Testudinidae: Tortoises   

13       Leopard Tortoise  Geochelone pardalis  

14       Angulate Tortoise  Chersina angulata  

        
Pelomedusidae: African Side-necked 
Turtles   

15       Marsh Terrapin  Pelomedusa subrufa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


