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Little Bee-eaters are a colourful, popular and thankfully common sight of this tour 

  Tour Leader: Lisle Gwynn 

All photos in this report were taken by Lisle Gwynn. Species pictured are highlighted RED. 
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INTRODUCTION 

It has been said a hundred times or more, but Tropical Birding Custom Tours really are something special and this 

extended tour of Namibia and the Okavango Panhandle of Botswana was a perfect example of how these tours 

work. With our fantastic logistics superstars in the office and input from guides, this family group decided on a 

route following much the same as our standard Set Departure tour, with two additional requirements: 1) a focus 

on mammals and a ‘classic safari experience’, and 2) a visit to the remarkable Sossusvlei to photograph the dunes 

and desert. Both of these targets were of course met, and a whole lote more seen besides, in what has to be one 

of the most stunning landscapes on Earth. 

Starting in the modest capital city of Windhoek we first made our long wind through the startlingly parched 

Namib Desert to our hotel on the outskirts of Sossusvlei. We spent an evening, a full day and an additional 

morning in the park taking advantage of the literally endless opportunities with some of the most jaw-dropping 

scenery on the planet, as well as a few good birds to boot. Once we were content, we reluctantly left our stunning 

castle-hotel and made our way to the world-famous estuary at Walvis Bay and our base in Swakopmund. After 

having our fill of shorebirds, coastal birds and flamingoes we made our way to the interior mountains of Erongo, 

via a scenic stop at the iconic Spitzkoppe. The Erongo area really lived up to its reputation as a birder’s and 

photographer’s paradise, which meant that even with Etosha on the horizon we left with reluctance. 

Twyfelfontein gave us yet another experience out of the ordinary with a visit to rock engravings and paintings 

thought to be many many thousands of years old, before we finally hot-footed (liteally, the desert is HOT) toward 

our base for 4 nights – the fabled Etosha National Park. After a world-class safari experience, of course including 

big cats and iconic Desert Elephants, we entered the significantly-lusher realm of the Kavango. 2 nights each in 

the Caprivi Strip and Okavango Panhandle of Botswana gave us ample opportunity to photograph wetland birds, 

animals and endless inspiring encounters, including one of Africa’s most notorious ghosts – Pel’s Fishing Owl. A 

brief stop mid-way to Windhoek gave us some really fantastic bird photography during a morning of walking our 

hotel grounds, including the highly-local Black-faced Babbler. It was with true sadness that we wolfed down a 

final superb curry in Windhoek before making our way to the airport and departing for other shores.  

Photography tours like this run very differently to our birding tours – the focus is very much on good photographic 

encounters, not high numbers of species. Custom Tours especially allow us to mould trips around the client’s 

personal preferences and style, and it is for this reason that we came away with less species seen than the Set 

Departure birding tour, but a HUGE library of fantastic ‘keeper’ images, having digitally shot everything from 

Cheetahs and Lions to Southern Carmine Bee-eaters and Lilac-breasted Rollers, by way of Flamingoes and 

Bottlenose Dolphins. Namibia and Botswana are truly a paradise on Earth, and though the focus wasn’t on 

seeing as much as possible, we still walked away with 263 species of bird and 25 species of mammal seen. The 

report that follows allows photographs to do much of the talking, so sit back with a cold or hot drink and immerse 

yourself in one of Africa’s most over-looked gems. 
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Part 1: Ochre dunes and a sea of pink: Sossusvlei and Walvis Bay 

Awakening to the sounds of life all around us, it is always a strange feeling seeing the dry and desolate 

landscapes that form much of Namibia burst into life at any opportunity. Our task for the day was mammoth 

in proportions, and expedition in nature, we were to tackle the 400 kilometre drive across the Namib Desert 

to the photographic-oasis of Sossusvlei. Halting progress almost immediately, an hour or two was spent 

around the grounds of our hotel ‘ensuring our cameras hadn’t broken in transit’ (a.k.a. shooting anything that 

moved). Good shots nailed this morning included Lesser Masked Weaver, Cut-throat Finch, African Palm 

Swift, Little Swift, White-browed Sparrow Weaver, Grey Go-away Bird and the absurdly gorgeous Violet-

eared Waxbill, before eventually we made a move and hit the road in our stereotypically ‘African Adventure’ 

stretch Land Rover Defender – the perfect guardian for any adventure.  

A few supplies and luxuries located and loaded, and the road to Sossusvlei was long, winding, dusty, and hot, 

memorably hot. Birds were few and far between in the heat of the day, but brief stops for shade beneath 

colossal Sociable Weaver colonies provided ample hilarity and entertainment, whilst our first Chacma 

Baboons provided almost as much joy as the strikingly stunning Southern Oryx, simply one of the best 

looking antelope on the planet, as well as the comical 

leaping Springbok. After some swiftly-remedied vehicle 

issues we arrived late-afternoon at our hotel for the next 

2 nights – and what a hotel it was! Castle-like and 

bathed in the most magical desert orange sunset, pure 

luxury doesn’t begin to describe this place. Sitting out 

on the patio with refreshing fruity cocktails as the blue 

sky gave way to orange horizons and eventually the 

most vivid Milky Way, we watched as more oryx came to 

drink at a picturesque floodlit watering station. Dinner 

was a jovial affair, and soon it was time to retire for the 

night. It was only after I returned from making vehicle 

repairs that I discovered that a Brown Hyena had 

wandered through the gardens not long after I’d left 

dinner.  

Our full day in the nearby park was a real eye-opener 

and a treat of epic proportions. Sossusvlei is nothing 

short of photographic perfection at sunrise and sunset. 

The shadows cast across dunes, the sand patterns, the 

ripples in the earth, the framing of Oryx, Springbok and 

Ostrich in a vast ochre landscape… where does one 

even begin to point a lens?! Wandering the dunes and 
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wider park we shot to our hearts’ content. The non-photographers chose to climb Big Daddy, the biggest of 

the dunes at a staggering 325 metres tall, so we shot them as they staggered along the ridge, shadows 

draped down the sloping sides, wherever you point your camera you simply can’t help but come away with 

breathtaking photos, and it came as no surprise that the day passed incredibly swiftly. Before we knew it, and 

after a hearty and delicious lunch, it was beyond blisteringly hot. Some opted for a nap, others for a massage 

at the hotel spa, whilst I spent the hot hours under the hood of the Land Rover, becoming more intimate 

friends than I wished to be.   

As the sun, and heat, lowered we once again made a 

photographic assault of the park, picking our dunes with 

care and precision. Of course, it had to be the world-

famous Dune 45 for those ‘classic’ Sossusvlei shots. Some 

luck pushing and sweet-talking ensured we got the best 

shots possible, in the best light possible, before departing 

the park that night. Yet we still weren’t satisfied, but then 

how could you ever be with such endless beauty? The next 

day dawned bright and cold, as it does in the desert, and 

we packed the Land Rover to capacity before departing our 

little spot of luxury for a final morning in the park. This 

turned out to be probably even more productive than the 

previous morning as we stopped only briefly along the way 

for our first Ruppell’s Korhaans and Ludwig’s Bustards, 

powering to the end of this giant sand valley and reaching 

our target for the morning – the iconic Deadvlei. A level, 

cracked and parched white pan in the desert, with 

towering ochre walls and stark black ancient dead trees, it 

was hard not to be blown away by the uniqueness of this 

spot, and perhaps the hundreds of frames shot give an 

indication as to how good it really was. Of course, we 

didn’t have long here, so we made the most of it, bagged 

our shots, enjoyed a brief and unexpected Dune Lark, before making our way back through the park via a 

Black-backed Jackal and more Ruppell’s Korhaans.  

With a lengthy drive ahead of us we grabbed some cold drinks and fuel and set off on the dusty back roads of 

the Namib Desert. Making good time we stopped several times for photos of deep gorges, open plains and 

our first Cape Mountain Zebras of the trip. We also stopped for sandwiches and homemade apple pie at a 

little farm stall that was simply crawling with House Sparrows, as well as more exciting Sociable Weavers, 

Southern Masked Weavers and Cape Glossy Starlings. Our first Lappet-faced Vulture and dust devil 

twisters were more than welcome, and by the time we reached the coastal mecca of Walvis Bay the sun was 
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setting, so we enjoyed a coastal drive to watch the sun set softly before reaching our hotel in nearby 

Swakopmund. A mention of a well-needed curry was taken to heart and I booked us into a fantastic local 

Indian restaurant for a well-earnt feast.  

Our time in Walvis Bay was a great example of the beauty of custom tours. With a plan to explore the entire 

area and photograph as many species as possible, our first stop of the day was along the promenade where a 

huge number of both Lesser (below) and Greater Flamingoes (next page) had congregated. In fact, the 

photographic opportunities were so good, and we were having so much fun shooting these icons, that we 

only left briefly for lunch and a quick scan of the salt pans. There was plenty of diversity even from this one 

spot, and a bewildering number of birds passing through the estuary. Besides the flamingoes, we also 

enjoyed Curlew Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone, Little Stint, Great White Pelican, White-breasted and Cape 

Cormorants, Caspian and Swift Terns, African Black Oystercatcher, Hartlaub’s, Cape and Grey-headed 

Gulls, White-fronted, Common Ringed, Kittlitz’s and pallid and stunning Chestnut-banded Plovers. While 

we took short breaks from pink, Cape Wagtails and Common Waxbills gave ample distraction. After the 

most incredible pink sunset over a sea of pink flamingoes we decided to call it a day and prepare for the next 

chapter of our journey, and a very early start. 
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Part 2: The rugged interior: Erongo Mountains and Twyfelfontein 

Departing from our hotel long before sunrise, we made our way 

east through the cold morning. Just as the sun began to rise, we 

arrived at our destination, the iconic and striking mountain 

outcrop of Spitzkoppe. We spent the majority of the morning 

slowly driving the entrance road to the mountains, along the way 

getting super shots of several Ruppell’s Korhaans (right) as well 

as Pale-winged Starling, Kalahari Scrub Robin, Mountain 

Wheatear, Tractrac and Karoo Chats, Rosy-faced Lovebird, 

South African Ground Squirrel, African Stonechat, Bokmakirie 

and Fiscal Shrike.  

Through the heat of the day we relocated a short distance to the 

town of Omaruru, but not before a prolonged stop for the first 

roadside Giraffes of the trip. After a fair while spent with these 

beauties we arrived at our comfortable hotel for a light lunch and 

some respite from the now not-insignificant heat. As the sun 

lowered and the day cooled, in the late afternoon we took a drive 

into the surrounding area where we managed to find some 

obliging subjects 

to photograph. 

Good shots were obtained of birds like Kalahari Scrub-

Robin, Violet-eared Waxbill, Acacia Pied Barbet and the 

stunning White-tailed Shrike (left), which is more like an 

oversized batis! Highlight of the evening though, besides a 

fantastic Purple Roller and African Hoopoe, was a great 

time spent with a pair of Monteiro’s Hornbills passing a 

lizard back and forth and crying loudly.  

A well-earned rest was more than welcome and we awoke 

fresh and keen at first light. Descending a few steps into the 

bone-dry riverbed that runs through the town of Omaruru we 

spent the majority of the morning cool walking back and 

forth along the well-vegetated fringes. This proved more 

than worthwhile with an incredible and prolonged display by 

a group of Violet Woodhoopoes that just begged to be 

photographed. While moving our way through a moving 

group of birds, slowly totting up shots of a number of birds 
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including the dapper Southern Pied Babbler, we were thrilled to have a close and loud response to the tape 

by a pair of feisty Pearl-spotted Owlets. We spent the remainder of the morning with these birds, 

photographing them as they went about their business, with the occasional return of the woodhoopoes and 

flyover Ruppell’s Parrots.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We spent the next 24 hours, including a remarkably serene night, at the paradisical Erongo Wilderness Lodge. 

Easily one of Tropical Birding guides’ favourite hotels on any tour we run, this place is really really special. 

Hauling our now-beloved Land Rover over a precarious entrance track we entered this little realm in time for 

a hearty lunch as we sheltered from the heat. Come mid-afternoon though, it was time to explore the 

grounds. First stop was a nearby Dassie Rat which had joined intermittent Pale-winged Starlings and Black-

throated Canaries at the restaurant bird feeding station. We then watched a stunning Rockrunner run across 

rocks around the hotel, before descending into the scrubby surroundings. Hundreds of Dassie were 

photographed a dozen times over, whilst the real highlights included a pair of seriously-obliging Pririt Batis, 

a posing Acacia Pied Barbet, some smart-looking Carp’s Tits, numerous White-tailed Shrike and, hands 

down birds of the day, a Freckled Nightjar (next page top) on its ‘nest’ with two chicks! A really great end to 

the afternoon. Rendez-vousing with the others, who’d been on a sunset hike, we settled for a drink and then 

dinner in nothing short of a perfect setting. A scrumptious meal on an outdoor deck overlooking a waterhole 

tended to by numerous Kudu and the occasional skimming Freckled Nightjar.  
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The real photographic point of this stop in the tour though came the following morning. Each morning the 

staff put out feed to attract birds to a feeding station, and boy does it get busy with activity! We spent the 

entire morning in one spot, shooting as birds came to and thro. Scoping Hartlaub’s Francolin from the 

breakfast table was a novelty, but all attention was closer to home. On this morning we achieved top quality 

shots of Black-throated Canary, Pale-winged Starling, Red-billed Spurfowl, Rockrunner, White-tailed 

Shrike, Red-eyed Bulbul, Acacia Pied Barbet, Cape Bunting, Short-toed Rockthrush and of course the far-

and-away star of the show, countless Rosy-faced Lovebirds.  
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With packed lunch in hand we set off into the interior once again, and headed towards our base for a single 

night, the ancient land of Twyfelfontein. We spent the afternoon on the tourist trail (not that there are many 

of them here), exploring with a local guide in search of ancient rock drawings and paintings. We admired the 

palpable history of this dry desert valley, discussed the origins of the painted lion’s fifth toe, and generally 

enjoyed an afternoon of clambering around in the rocks. A lively dinner gave way to another stunning night 

sky, tomorrow we were en route to the heart of Nambia: Etosha.  

Part 3: Etosha National Park  

On the road in the early morning we were struck by fate. A few kilometres out of camp and we were turning 

back with burst brake pipes, just what we needed. Such things are simply to be taken as part of the adventure 

and fortunately, in a huge strike of serendipity, this actually turned out to be a big bonus for us. Arriving at 

the mechanics’ yard, we discovered a small garden that was crawling with birds, including a large group of 

noisy Bare-cheeked Babblers! We spent less than an hour here, a little longer than it took to fix the truck, 

scorching up some of the tame residents with our lenses.  

On the road again we powered our way through the dusty barren lands, passing unique Himba people and 

‘Beware Elephants’ signs, reminding us just where we were. A superb lunch in our bellies and we were headed 

into Etosha National Park itself. We spent four nights in the park, one at Okakuejo in the west, 2 at Halali in 

the centre, and a final night at Namutoni in the east of the park. This plan allowed us ample time in each of 

the three quite different areas of the park; the west is dominated by vast dusty, dry plains, the centre is 

predominantly Mopane woodland, whilst the east features dense mixed woodland, with open grassy plains 

separating each of these belts. For this reason, we came out with a mighty healthy bird and mammal list. 
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September is a particularly dry month in Etosha, which means the mammals tend to congregate around 

water sources in vast numbers. Almost every waterhole we came to was crowded with Black-faced Impala, 

Kudu, Springbok, Burchell’s Zebra, Southern Oryx, Blue Wildebeest, Giraffe and often the colossal long-

legged and dusty-white desert form of African Elephant. Predators were well represented, with Black-

backed Jackal (previous page) being seen in large numbers, good views of Spotted Hyena tearing apart an 

elephant trunk, and several encounters with cats, including prolonged sunset views of African Wildcat. Some 

well-observed zebra behavior left us waiting at a waterhole as others left on our second day, and not long 

after, out came a big male Lion, 2 lionesses and a handful of cubs – simply superb. A handful of other lion 

encounters were equally as thrilling, but our best big cat experience came on our final evening. Cruising the 

grasslands of the east en route to a staked out active waterhole, we came across a curious mound in the 

shade of a distant tree… the mound proceeded to stand up, and strut into the open, revealing itself to be an 

adult female Cheetah (next page top), complete with two well grown cubs. However, it will take a lot to beat 

our first evening in the park. Arriving at Okakuejo in the late afternoon, we set up camp at the waterhole and 

waited for anything in the area that may need a drink. Sure enough, it didn’t take all that long for the sun to 

set and we had our first experience of Lions, with a male and two lionesses drinking at the waterhole under a 

perfect pink and purple sunset. Shortly after they left, three Black Rhino (below) arrived and spent several 

hours bathing and socializing, even among the chaos caused by a tremendous herd of Elephants (next page 

bottom) appearing out of the darkness to drink, before disappearing back into the inky black. A strange 

brush against my leg was an over-curious Black-backed Jackal as it rushed past on its nightly wanders.  
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Black-backed Jackals provide plenty of entertainment in Etosha 
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Birds, too, were excellent and confiding meaning we came 

out of Etosha with a whole library of great images. Some of 

the highlights included the phenomenal Crimson-breasted 

Shrike, stunning Northern Black and Red-crested 

Korhaans, Kori Bustard, Ostrich, Chestnut and Grey-

backed Sparrowlarks, Great & Southern Grey-headed 

Sparrows, Sociable Weaver, Black-faced and Violet-

eared Waxbills, Golden-breasted Bunting, Cape Glossy 

Starling, Kurrichane and Groundscraper Thrushes, 

Southern Yellow-billed and African Grey Hornbills, Gabar 

Goshawk, Tawny and Martial Eagles, Lappet-faced and 

White-backed Vultures, Bataleur, African Scops Owl 

(right) and a duo of coursers – Double-banded 

and Burchell’s, which even had a chick with it 

(next page top) – and a trio of sandgrouse – 

Namaqua, Double-banded and Burchell’s. One 

of the absolute highlights was finding a roosting 

African Scops Owl in Halali camp which was 

oblivious to the paparazzi looking on. Scoring 

some super Damara Dikdik (left) and a flock of 

Grey Go-away Bird on our final morning as we 

exited the park, we were soon on the long, flat 

and straight road to the Kavango river. 
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Part 4: Birding the panhandle 

The Caprivi Strip, a long slither of land at the very north-east corner of Namibia, runs like a finger between 

three countries. It is officially Namibia, but borders Botswana to the south, and Angola to the north. It took 

the better part of the day to get to our riverside lodge, so as the sun set we enjoyed drinks on the deck as we 

looked out over Angola. After a glorious meal with our hosts we walked back to our tents to the sound of 

Fiery-necked Nightjars. 

Waking bright eyed and early, this morning was set to be one of the highlights of the tour. We made our way 

down to the slip way after breakfast to meet with Mark and our boat for the morning. With Mark’s local 

knowledge and our keen eyes we enjoyed a prolonged morning on the waters of the Kavango River, 

patrolling and searching for birds to photograph. Safe to say we got a few keepers! African Jacana, African 

Swamphen, Black Crake, Black-headed Heron, African Openbill and Three-banded Plover were first up. A 

pair of Green Sandpipers was a good find, but Coppery-tailed and Senegal Coucals were the first new birds 

to get a wow. Making our way into the bushes in the boat we had a hard but brief search before our quarry 

was found – a stunning roosting White-backed Night Heron staring back at us from deep cover. Moving 

further down the river we came across our first African Skimmers (below), a family that are wonderfully 

unique with their bizarre profile.  
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As we watched the skimmers fly up and down the river we noted our first large Nile Crocodiles and admired a 

fly-over Ovambo Sparrowhawk. Pushing on, Slaty Egret was a nice addition as the fled our approach, but it 

was a sandy bank that we had our eyes set on. Approaching slowly, the chug of the engine stopping was 

enough to make the sky erupt with a cloud of Southern Carmine Bee-eaters (below) exiting their nests in the 

bank. We were all speechless, the only sounds heard being the lapping of the river, the flutter of wings, and 

the click of camera shutters. It is probably no surprise that we spent the remainder of the morning here, 

trying to get good shots of these incredible birds in flight. On the way back to the lodge we had better 

opportunities with African Openbill and had more chances with African Skimmer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We rested out the remaining heat of the day by strolling the lodge gardens. There was plenty of activity and 

we got some great shots of Red-faced Mousebird, Violet-backed Starling, Blue Waxbill, Holub’s Golden 

Weaver, and a surprise flyover Osprey. As the heat died down, two of us went in search of a local specialty in 

some nearby open woodland. It didn’t take long before we’d seen and grabbed a couple of shots of the 

localized Souza’s Shrike. A Black-crowned Tchagra also performed for us a little before we finally got close 

enough for good shots of the shrike. Making our way back to the lodge, we enjoyed another superb meal with 

our Caprivi hosts before packing and setting our sights forth to another adventure.  

Waking early once again, we were almost immediately on the road and storming along the long narrow strip, 

edging ever closer to Botswana, our destination for the next 2 nights. Before we could cross the border 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Namibia & Botswana: September/October 2015 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com           +1-409-515-0514                 info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

18 

though we had one last site to visit – the Mahango Game Reserve, which sits almost on the border with 

Botswana. Though this reserve is small, for us it held a number of new and exciting animals. New mammals 

came in the form of Sable, Roan, Tsessebee and Red Lechwe antelope, as well as our first Cape Buffalo and 

Hippopotamus of the tour. Birds were abundant and we enjoyed great encounters with Swallow-tailed and 

Southern Carmine Bee-eaters, our first Lilac-breasted Rollers (always a stunning bird), the beautiful 

Meves’s Starling, and of course a couple of impressive new waterbirds of note – Marabou Stork and the 

curiously regal Wattled Crane in good numbers. A pair of fly-over White-breasted Cuckooshrike signaled 

our arrival at the main road after lunch at an ancient Baobab Tree, and we were soon making our way into 

Botswana.  

After a hearty lunch of pizza we settled into 

our accommodation for the next two nights – 

the stunning Drotsky’s Cabins. Once the heat 

had subsided and we’d rested a little, part of 

the group opted for a boat ride whilst two of 

us wandered the camp in search of 

photographic subjects. This turned out to be a 

great plan and we were treated to a real show 

by a number of photogenic birds. The bee-

eaters in particular were very obliging, with 

Little, Southern-carmine and White-fronted 

all giving great views. Searching the rest of the 

camp revealed Arrow-marked and Hartlaub’s 

Babblers, Green Vervet Monkeys, Violet-

backed Starlings, Pied and Malachite 

Kingfishers, Terrestrial Brownbuls, Water 

Thick-Knee, White-browed Robin-Chat, but 

we found ourselves returning to the bee-

eaters for an extended shoot, disturbed only 

by a curious flock of African Yellow White-

eyes and a particularly obliging pair of Swamp 

Boubous. As a group of vegetarians, dinner 

was a real treat with a huge and absolutely 

perfect potato curry made just for us – 

hospitality at its best. Afterwards, we made 

our way down to the old campsite to search 

for owls. Our luck was in and we almost 

immediately had a pair of African Wood Owl giving the performance of a lifetime, allowing us to practice our 

nightbird photo technique. A group of Bushbuck were also particularly enjoyed.  
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Our full day in this swampy heaven was spent taking a sunset boatride on the river, followed by another 

session around camp, and then an evening boat trip just for good measure, and to focus in particular on 

securing great shots of Southern Carmine Bee-eater. The morning trip produced the whopping highlight of 

two different Pel’s Fishing Owls, including a beautifully fluffy chick. This is the holy grail of Afrian birding, 

and seeing them so well and in such comfort really is something special indeed. Other birds along the river 

included Great, Cattle and Little Egrets, Giant, Malachite and Pied Kingfishers, White-fronted, Little, 

Swallow-tailed and European Bee-eaters, Long-toed Lapwing and three very special highlights. The first 

was a surprise from our boat driver, who had bought some fish from the local market to feed an African Fish 

Eagle he had habituated on the river. We didn’t quite know what to expect at first, but soon we were 

watching a fish eagle snatching a fish just a couple of metres away – truly mesmerizing and totally mind-

blowing. The second big highlight came as we left camp in the afternoon, where whilst photographing a Pied 

Kingfisher we disturbed a roosting White-backed Night Heron! As if two of these difficult birds wasn’t 

enough, this bird decided to give absolutely phenomenal views completely in the open as it moved along the 

banks, unlike any view I’ve ever had before – a really memorable encounter! After passing a group of 

inquisitive Hippo and admiring several African Elephant from the boat, we made our way to an African 

Skimmer colony which sure enough provided ample opportunity to grab great shots of this curious bird. After 

stopping for more 

views of the Pel’s on 

the way back, we 

arrived just in time 

for perfect light on 

the colossal 

Southern Carmine 

Bee-eater colony, 

which gave us lots of 

time and unrivalled 

opportunities for a 

range of shots of 

these birds, from 

telephoto profiles to 

wide angle sky-filled 

panoramas – a real 

treat indeed!  

Arriving back on land, exhausted and thrilled in equal measures, we wolfed down another special 

homecooked vegetarian feast before going in search of the African Wood Owls once more. Sure enough 

they showed again once more, and once we’d taken just a couple of good photos we left them in peace and 

retired to our luxurious cabins for the night.  
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Part 5: From the Okavango to the City: Botswana to Windhoek 

Exiting Drotsky’s, and indeed Botswana, was done so with a little sadness – we knew we were leaving 

somewhere extremely special that deserved a lot more of our time. Fortunately, a flyover flock of Meyer’s 

Parrots took our minds off of it, as did good views of Bradfield’s Hornbill. Unfortunately one of our group 

had taken a fall this morning, and so we were moving with some speed and pressure to the Namibian side of 

the border to rendez-vous with a doctor in the next large town. However, being wildlife addicts, it was 

insisted that we spend another session at Mahango before we depart the Caprivi Strip. With everything in 

hand and under control, we took an hour to add better views of Sable and Roan to our quiver, as well as 

point-blank views of a rodent-chowing Bateleur, African Grey Hornbill with enormous cicada, and the most 

adorable covey of Ostrich chicks one could imagine. Even the young Giraffes paled in comparison to those 

tiny little Ratites. Soon though we were on the road again, and after an afternoon spent with medical 

assistance we arrived at our accommodation for the night very late in the day, having time only to enjoy an 

atmospheric and diverse dinner spread. 

We couldn’t quite believe it but the final full day of 

the tour had arrived upon us. Emerging from our 

cabins early we spent the majority of the morning 

wandering around camp, securing our final good 

images. Fortunately, the birds played ball today 

and we walked away with great images of Red-

billed Spurfowl, Helmeted Guineafowl, Golden-

breasted Bunting, Grey Go-away Bird, Rosy-

faced Lovebird and Southern Yellow-billed 

Hornbill. Three stand out highlights though were 

getting photos of the stunning Crimson-breasted 

Shrike and African Paradise Flycatcher, and the 

highly local Black-faced Babbler.  

Making our way back to Windhoek, via a delicious 

lunch, we arrived just in time to enjoy one last 

post-sunset fabulous Indian meal – it really was 

exceptional. With extremely early flights the next 

morning we didn’t expect any new birds for the 

tour, but of course Africa always has at least one 

surprise up its sleeve; on the way to the airport we 

had great if brief views of a Barn Owl as it drifted 

alongside us for just a moment. 
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Greater & Lesser Flamingoes at Walvis Bay 
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The sheer scale of the dunes at Sossusvlei is mind-blowing. Those are ‘normal’ trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giraffes are always a favourite 
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Desert Elephants in the dead of night, an experience never to be forgotten 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Black Korhaan is handsome and common in Etosha 
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Great encounters with characteristic megafauna are a commonplace 
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A visit to a Southern Carmine Bee-eater colony is surely in the top wildlife experiences available anywhere 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

African Openbills sure are weird looking! 
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Swamp Boubou is common in the grounds of our Okavango lodge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malachite Kingfisher is tiny and bright, a real jewel in Africa’s crown 
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The call of African Fish Eagle is often referred to as ‘the sound of Africa’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Bee-eaters sometimes seem to be on every perch available 
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The sun goes down & wonderful things start to happen. Sunset over the Okavango & African Wood Owl in camp 
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BIRD LIST 

The taxonomy of the bird list follows: Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and Fitzpatrick, John W. 
The Clements Checklist of Birds of the World. Cornell, 2007.  
This list is up to date with the major changes published by Cornell up until August 2014. 

Numbers: 263 bird species and 25 mammal species recorded. 

 

Species Scientific name   

Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 

Cape Gannet Morus capensis 

White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

Cape Cormorant Phalacrocorax capensis 

Reed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus 

African Darter Anhinga rufa 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 

Great White Egret Ardea alba 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

Yellowbilled Egret Mesophoyx intermedia 

Slaty Egret Egretta vinaceigula 

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 

Greenbacked Heron Butorides striatus 

White-backed Night-Heron Gorsachius leuconotus 

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia 

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 

African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus 

Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus 

Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 

African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 

Hadeda Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber 

Lesser Flamingo Phoenicopterus minor 

White-faced Duck Dendrocygna viduata 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 

Cape Teal Anas capensis 

Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhyncha 

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 

Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius 

Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres 

White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 

Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotos 

Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 
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Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus 

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 

Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 

Brown Snake-Eagle Circaetus cinereus 

Black-chested Snake-Eagle Circaetus pectoralis 

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 

African Fish-Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 

Augur Buzzard Buteo augur 

Ovambo Sparrowhawk Accipiter ovampensis 

Shikra Accipiter badius 

African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro 

Gabar Goshawk Melierax gabar 

Pale Chanting-Goshawk Melierax canorus 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 

Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera 

Rock Kestrel Falcorupicolus 

Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides 

Crested Francolin Francolinus sephaena 

Red-billed Spurfowl Pternistes adspersus 

Hartlaub's Spurfowl Pternistes hartlaubi 

Swainson's Francolin Pternistes swainsonii 

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 

Wattled Crane Grus carunculatus 

Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra 

African Purple Swamphen Porphyrio madgascariensis 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 

Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 

Ludwig's Bustard Neotis ludwigii 

Ruppell's Korhaan Eupodotis rueppellii 

Red-crested Korhaan Eupodotis ruficrista 

Northern Black Korhaan Eupodotis afraoides 

African Jacana Actophilornis africana 

African Black Oystercatcher Haematopus moquini 

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

White-fronted Plover Charadrius marginatus 

Chestnut-banded Plover Charadrius pallidus 

Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 

BlacksmithLapwing Vanellus armatus 

African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus 

Long-toed Lapwing Vanellus crassirostris 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 

Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
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Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

Little Stint Calidris minuta 

Sanderling Calidris alba 

Ruff Philomachus pugnax 

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 

Burchell's Courser Cursorius rufus 

Double-banded Courser Rhinoptilus africanus 

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 

Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus 

Cape Gull Larus vetula 

Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus 

Hartlaub's Gull Larus hartlaubii 

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 

Swift Tern Sterna bergii 

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus 

African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris 

Namaqua Sandgrouse Pterocles namaqua 

Double-banded Sandgrouse Pterocles bicinctus 

Feral Pigeon Columba livia 

Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 

Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 

Cape Turtle Dove Streptopelia capicola 

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 

Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 

Emerald-spotted Dove Turtur chalcospilos 

Meyer's Parrot Poicephalus meyeri 

Ruppell's Parrot Poicephalus rueppellii 

Rosy-faced Lovebird Agapornis roseicollis 

Grey Go-away Bird Corythaixoides concolor 

Coppery-tailed Coucal Centropus cupreicaudus 

Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis 

White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus 

Barn Owl Tyto alba 

African Wood-Owl Strix woodfordi 

African Scops-Owl Otus senegalensis 

S.  White-faced Scops Owl Otus leucotis 

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 

Pel's Fishing-Owl Scotopelia peli 

Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis 

Rufous-cheeked Nightjar Caprimulgus rufigena 

Freckled Nightjar Caprimulgus tristigma 

Bradfield's Swift Apus bradfieldi 

White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 

Little Swift Apus affinis 

African Palm-Swift Cypsiurus parvus 

Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 
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White-backed Mousebird Colius colius 

Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 

Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima 

Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata 

Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris 

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 

Southern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicoides 

White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides 

Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundinaceus 

Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudata 

Purple Roller Coracias naevia 

African Hoopoe Upupa africana 

Green Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 

Violet Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus damarensis 

African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 

S. Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus 

Damara Redbilled Hornbill Tockus damarensis 

S..Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 

Bradfield's Hornbill Tockus bradfieldi 

Monteiro's Hornbill Tockus monteiri 

Acacia Pied Barbet Tricholaema leucomelas 

Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 

Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 

Fawn-colored Lark Calendulauda africanoides 

Sabota Lark Mirafra sabota 

Dune Lark Certhilauda erythrochlamys 

Stark's Lark Eremalauda starki 

Gray's Lark Ammomanes grayi 

Grey-backed Sparrowlark Eremopterix verticalis 

White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 

Red-breasted Swallow Hirundo semirufa 

Greater Striped-Swallow Hirundo cucullata 

Rock Martin Hirundo fuligula 

White-breasted Cuckooshrike Coracina pectoralis 

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 

Pied Crow Corvus albus 

Ashy Tit Parus cinerascens 

Southern Black Tit Parus niger 

Carp's Black Tit Parus carpi 

Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 

Black-faced Babbler Turdoides melanops 

Hartlaub's Babbler Turdoides hartlaubii 

Southern Pied Babbler Turdoides bicolor 

Bare-cheeked Babbler Turdoides gymnogenys 

African Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus nigricans 

Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus 

Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris 
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Groundscraper Thrush Psophocichla litsipsirupa 

Short-toed Rock-Thrush Monticola brevipes 

Mountain Whetear Oenanthe monticola 

Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata 

Familiar Chat Cercomela familiaris 

Tractrac Chat Cercomela tractrac 

Sicklewinged Chat Cercomela sinuata 

Karoo Chat Cercomela schlegelii 

Anteating Chat Myrmecocichla formicivora 

Common Stonechat Saxicola torquata 

Kalahari Scrub Robin Cercotrichas paena 

Chestnut-vented Titbabbler Sylvia subcaeruleum 

Layard's Tit Babbler Sylvia layardi 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

Long-billed (Cape) Crombec Sylvietta rufescens 

Rockrunner Achaetops pycnopygius 

Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus 

Luapula Cisticola Cisticola luapula 

Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chinianus 

Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 

Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicans 

Marico Flycatcher Bradornis mariquensis 

Chat Flycatcher Bradornis infuscatus 

Pririt Batis Batis pririt 

Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 

African Grassveld Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 

Longbilled Pipit Anthus similis 

Common Fiscal  Lanius collaris 

Souza's Shrike Lanius souzae 

Magpie Shrike Corvinella melanoleuca 

Swamp Boubou Laniarius bicolor 

Crimson-breasted Shrike Laniarius atrococcineus 

Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegala 

White-tailed Shrike Lanioturdus torquatus 

White Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus 

Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

Burchell's Starling Lamprotornis australis 

Meve's Starling Lamprotornis mevesii 

Cape Glossy Starling Lamprotornis nitens 

Pale-winged Starling Onychognathus nabouroup 

Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus 

Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

Marico Sunbird Nectarinia mariquensis 

Shelley's Sunbird Nectarinia shelleyi 

White-bellied Sunbird Nectarinia talatala 

Dusky Sunbird Nectarinia fusca 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird Nectarinia senegalensis 

Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis 

Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver Bubalornis niger 

White-brwed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali 
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Sociable Weaver Philetairus socius 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

Great Sparrow Passer motitensis 

Cape Sparrow  Passer melanurus 

Yellow-throated Petronia Petronia superciliaris 

Scaly-feathered Finch Sporopipes squamifrons 

Golden Weaver Ploceus xanthops 

Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 

Southern Masked-Weaver Ploceus velatus 

Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius 

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 

Brown Firefinch Lagonosticta nitidula 

Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis 

Violet-eared Waxbill Uraeginthus granatina 

Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 

Black-faced Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos 

Cut-throat Finch Amadina fasciata 

Red-headed Finch Amadina erythrocephala 

Black-throated Canary Serinus atrogularis 

Yellow Canary Serinus flaviventris 

White-throated Canary Serinus albogularis 

Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza flaviventris 

Cape Bunting Emberiza capensis 

Lark-like Bunting Emberiza impetuani 

  Mammals 
 Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 

Cape Fox Vulpes chama 

Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus 

Common Wild Cat Felis silvestris 

Lion Panthera leo 

Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata 

Striped (Banded) Mongoose Mungos mungo 

Spotted Hyaena Crocuta crocuta 

Mountain (Hartmann's) Zebra Equus zebra 

Black Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis 

African Elephant Loxodonta africana 

Common Rock Hyrax (Dassie) Procavia capensis 

Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus 

Common Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius 

Impala Aepyceros melampus 

Blue Wildebeest, Brindled Gnu Connochaetes taurinus 

Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis 

Steenbok Raphicerus campestris 

Common Eland Taurotragus oryx 

Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros 

Roan Antilope Hippotragus equinus 

Gemsbok, Beisa Oryx gazella 

Cape Hare Lepus capensis 

Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus 
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Cape Fur Seal Arctocephalus pursillus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


