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Madagascar 
The Eighth Continent 

 
Custom Tour October 20 – November 6, 2015    

 
Tour leaders: Ken Behrens & Charley Hesse 

Report and photos by Charley Hesse & Ken Behrens 
 

 
Our group at the end of an unforgettable tour (Jerry Connolly) 

 
 

Introduction 
This was a custom tour for a group organized by Jerry and Janet Connolly. It wasn’t designed as a 

hardcore birding trip, but rather as a survey of Madagascar’s biological wonders, admittedly with a slight 
bias towards birds! We spent our days soaking in Madagascar’s rich and unique biodiversity, from frogs, to 
reptiles, to butterflies, to lemurs. The trip lists at the back of this report testify to our success at finding an 
astounding variety of wonderful creatures.  
 On our last night, every participant mentioned a few highlights, which gave us a good feel for some 
of the tour’s most memorable places and experiences. The favourite environment, which contained some of 
the favourite birds, was the southwestern spiny forest, an utterly unique and otherworldly place of huge 
baobabs and tangled octopus trees. The star birds of the spiny forest were the Long-tailed Ground-Roller 
and Subdesert Mesite, with a strong supporting cast of other birds, cool reptiles, and nocturnal lemurs. 
Another thing that people mentioned over and over was the vibrancy of the small villages that we passed 
through, and the smiles and waves of the children. While being saddened by the poverty that we 



Tropical Birding                        www.tropicalbirding.com    2 

encountered, they were also exhilarated by the friendliness and positivity of the Malagasy people. Our 
straw poll revealed the top lemur as the amazing Indri, which looks like a big black-and-white teddy bear, 
and sounds like a terrestrial whale! We were lucky enough to encounter a group in a local community forest 
that contained a baby, a tufty-eared miniature doppelganger of its mother!  
 

 
We had long views of a mother and baby Indri, one of the trip’s best lemurs. (Ken Behrens) 

 
Another tour highlight was finding all five of the endemic ground-rollers, a notable achievement for a tour 
that was far from hard-core. The last ground-roller that we found was the bamboo-loving Rufous-headed, 
which showed off magnificently, a great way to end our tour.  
 

    
From cute rainforest frogs like Green Bright-eyed Frog, to a nesting colony of Red-tailed Tropicbirds, this tour 

took in a dazzling variety of creatures, environments, and experiences. (Ken Behrens) 
 
From the misty eastern rainforest to the parched spiny forest, from the endless grasslands of the High 
Plateau to a paradisiacal tropical islet, and with a diverse range of wild creatures and smiling people all 
along the way, this tour had been an extraordinary experience of a very special corner of the globe.  
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October 21 – Tana to Ifaty 
People were up early and enjoying their first birds in Madagascar. Despite its small size, the hotel garden 
held several species, including Madagascar Wagtail, Red Fody and Madagascar Bulbul. Paddy fields 
across the road (visible from some of the rooms) also had Cattle & Dimorphic Egrets, Black Heron, 
Squacco Heron and even Red-billed Duck. In the past, the flight to Tulear has left at rather antisocial 
hours but mercifully today it left at a reasonable time, allowing us a civilised breakfast. After managing 
expectations, we boarded the Tulear flight without event. Some of us even had views of the endemic 
Madagascar Partridge which was walking through the grass next to the runway. We were met on the other 
end by 5 4x4s which after a nice lunch had us bumping along the dirt road towards Ifaty. We passed the 
Belalanda flats where we stopped to do a spot of shorebirding and saw Black-bellied, Greater Sand- and 
the endemic race of Three-banded Plovers, Common & Terek Sandpipers, Common Greenshank, 
Whimbrel and Ruddy Turnstone. We also had dozens of White-faced Whistling-Ducks on the other side 
of a small channel. We also saw some more endemics in the dry habitat along the road, with Madagascar 
Kestrel, Chabert Vanga (aww haw haw!), Subdesert Brush-Warbler, Madagascar Cisticola and 
Souimanga Sunbird. Just before Ifaty, we also stopped at some salt pans where we saw Black-winged 
Stilt, Kittlitz's, Common Ringed & White-fronted Plovers, Whimbrel, Ruddy Turnstone and Curlew 
Sandpiper. We drove on to our comfortable hotel on the coast and enjoyed a beautiful sunset and fresh 
sea breeze before dinner. 
 

 
Subdesert Mesites freeze in a tree when flushed. Lucky for us (Charley Hesse) 

 
October 22 – Ifaty Spiny forest 
We wanted to be in the Spiny forest at dawn which meant an extremely early breakfast. As we left the hotel 
we saw a Madagascar Nightjar perched in a tree just next to us. We met our guides and drove to the 
parking lot where we started by finding a Madagascar Coucal. We split the group into 2 and headed 
different ways into the Spiny Forest. We first saw several common species, like Common Jery, 
Madagascar Magpie-Robin, Madagascar Turtle-Dove and Souimanga Sunbird before the guides found 
us a Running Coua which they had flushed up into a tree. We continued walking and soon saw 
Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher, Archbold's & Common Newtonias plus Madagascar Swift and 
Madagascar Bee-eaters flying over. One of the main targets of the morning was Subdesert Mesite. 
Mesites have a habit of flying up into a tree and freezing to avoid detection. This worked to our advantage 
as the local guides flushed one and it just sat there on a spiny Octopus Tree branch while we took photos 
of it. We continued our sweep of endemics with great views of Crested Coua, Gray-headed Lovebird 
feeding on flowers, Sickle-billed Vanga and Lesser Vasa-Parrot. We had an outstanding morning for 



Tropical Birding                        www.tropicalbirding.com    4 

raptors, watching soaring pair of Banded Kestrels and a Madagascar Cuckoo-Hawk plus being shown 
Madagascar Harrier-Hawk and Madagascar Sparrowhawk nests.  

Our only mammal of the morning was the very cute Petter’s Sportive-Lemur which posed most 
obligingly. The star of the show was of course the unique Long-tailed Ground-Roller. The guides told us 
where to sit and encouraged the bird to stand obligingly nearby for us to take hundreds of photos. Back at 
the parking lot we watched some Sakalava Weavers building nests before we jumped in our 4x4s and 
went to find the endemic Madagascar Plover. After lunch and a rest, e returned to the Spiny Forest. 
Although not as active as the morning, we added Thamnornis, a member of the endemic Malagasy 
Warbler family that is restricted to the south west. Our local guides also found us the very cute Lesser 
Hedgehog Tenrec which posed nicely for photos, It was also a good afternoon for reptiles, and we saw 
Sakalava Velvet & Standing’s Day Geckos, Three-eyed Lizard and Merrem’s Madagascar Swift. At 
night we did a short night walk and saw Gray-brown Mouse Lemur and a Madagascar Ground Gecko. 
 

 
This Long-tailed Ground-Roller is almost another family member of the local guides (Charley Hesse) 

 
October 23 – Ifaty Spiny forest and La Table 
We had one last morning in the Spiny forest and just a few last birds to find. We split into 2 groups again, 
each with a different list of targets. Straight away, my group saw our first Madagascar Hoopoe, which 
although looks very similar, has a very distinct vocalization. We saw both Common & Stripe-throated 
Jeries allowing for a good comparison. We had more views of Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher, 
Souimanga Sunbird, Sakalava Weaver, Crested Coua, Madagascar Bee-eater and Archbold's 
Newtonia. Ken’s group had seen Red-tailed Vanga which we added this morning, and they finally found 
Sickle-billed Vanga which my group had seen yesterday. Green-capped Coua is usually found in Tulear 
but we wanted to give ourselves an extra chance, so we pressed the guides to find it for us, and there was 
the usual drama of them shouting in Malagasy from all directions and bustling us through the Spiny Forest 
to show us a bird that had been flushed into a tree. We said goodbye to the assistant local guides, but the 
main guides would be accompanying us to Tulear to help us find some important birds there. With all our 
targets under our belts, we went back for breakfast before loading the bags on the 4x4s and leaving our 
pleasant lodge. 
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On the way back to Tulear, we again birded the Belalanda flats, this time visiting some large reed-fringed 
ponds. Here we saw several Hottentot Teal in flight, many Little Grebes, Squacco & Striated Herons, 
Black-winged Stilt, Common Greenshank and Malagasy Kingfisher. Reunion Harrier was a very 
important find as they can be easily missed on a tour. We found several calling Baillon's Crakes but we 
struggled to lure them across gaps in the reeds. One time, as we were trying, the local guide called out a 
Humblot’s Heron in flight, which actually turned out to be a Purple Heron. As we turned back to the crake, 
it shot across the gap before everybody could see it. Very sneaky. Also in the reeds we saw Madagascar 
Swamp-Warbler, and on the way back, Greater Flamingo, Madagascar Kestrel, Madagascar Lark and 
Madagascar Cisticola. After a short brak at our very comfortable hotel in Tulear, we set off for La Table. A 
dry plateaux outside of town. We stopped on the way to look for Greater Painted Snipe and after a bit of 
the guides wading through mud, we managed to flush one up. At La Table, we started to search the Coral 
Rag Scrub habitat for our target Verreaux's Coua and Red-shouldered Vanga. It looked like a hostile 
environment but we found many birds, including Namaqua Dove, Madagascar Coucal, Madagascar 
Hoopoe, Madagascar Kestrel, Lafresnaye's Vanga, Crested Drongo, Madagascar Lark, Subdesert 
Brush-Warbler, Souimanga Sunbird and Sakalava Weaver. After a while some of us saw the 
Verreaux's Coua, but it escaped the herding tactics of our local guides. It was getting late and we still 
hadn’t found the Red-shouldered Vanga. I had one last ditch attempt along a side trail and finally found a 
bird which the local guides came and herded for us. We called it a day and returned to Tulear for dinner. 
 

 
We were very lucky to see Reunion Harrier at close range (Charley Hesse) 

 
October 24 – Nosy Ve & Tulear 
Today was our boat ride to the island of Nosy Ve, but first we wanted to try for Madagascar Sandgrouse 
along the St Augustine road. This species comes down to drink at some ponds outside of Tulear, but 
unfortunately they are being persecuted by local people and get fewer and fewer each year. We arrived at 
the appointed time, and walking out towards the drinking pools we saw Black-winged Stilt, Madagascar 
Lark, Madagascar Cisticola, Namaqua Dove and Kittlitz's Plover. We also flushed a colourful female 
Greater Painted-Snipe from a small reed-filled ditch. On cue, a single female Madagascar Sandgrouse 
flew in and we edged a little closer for some photos. After it drank its fill, it took off and left us feeling sad 
about the future of these birds here. On the way back to the vehicle we had great views of several Gray-
headed Lovebirds coming down to drink and also several other common species, such as Madagascar 
Bee-eater, Madagascar Kestrel, Crested Drongo and Souimanga Sunbird. We made our way to Tulear 
harbour where it was low tide. We had the unique experience of being taken out to our speed boat in 
rickety zebu carts. From the boat we could see a lot of shorebirds on the exposed mud flats, including 
Black-bellied Plover, Greater Sand-Plover, Common Greenshank, Whimbrel and Bar-tailed Godwit. 
Our boat took off towards Nosy Ve stopping on the way at some cliffs where we saw some nesting Gray & 
Humblot's Herons.  
We arrived on the island but unfortunately there were already many tourists walking around and no sign of 
Crab Plovers. There were several tern species roosting on a sand bar, namely Saunders's, Common, 
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Great Crested & Lesser Crested Terns. Around the edge of the island we saw Black-bellied & White-
fronted Plovers, Whimbrel, Ruddy Turnstone and Sanderling before we reached the nesting colony of 
Red-tailed Tropicbirds. We found several nests under the bushes including some large chicks. The adults 
gave us a good show by flying around our heads offering great photo opportunities. Next we jumped back 
on our boat and hopped across to the village of Anakao where we had a nice seafood lunch. It was quite 
birdy around the restaurant and we had great views of Madagascar Buttonquail, Madagascar Hoopoe,  
Subdesert Brush-Warbler, Stripe-throated Jery and Sakalava Weaver. There was a nest of the 
endemic Littoral Rock-Thrush under the roof of the building with a female sat on eggs. With a bit of 
searching we found a nice male before we got back on the boat for the ride back. The boatman handled the 
choppy conditions well but we got caught by one large wave and the people at the front got a little wet. We 
were all happy to have a short rest before heading out to the Arboretum in the afternoon. We had a very 
informative tour there about the native plants and their uses and also saw plenty of birds. Madagascar 
Bulbul, Madagascar Magpie-Robin, Souimanga Sunbird, Sakalava Weaver and Madagascar 
Paradise-Flycatcher were all common in the gardens and we had constant Madagascar Bee-eaters flying 
over head. Madagascar Buttonquails showed well and we also had great views of the endemic Green-
capped Coua that is regularly seen walking along the paths. We returned to our hotel after another 
wonderful day. 
 

 
Sportive Lemurs, like this Zombitse Sportive-Lemur, are docile during the day but jump through the trees 

screaming at night (Ken Behrens) 
 
October 25 - Zombitse NP to Isalo 
We had a 3 hour drive before arriving at our Zombitse National Park. While the guides were sorting out the 
tickets and local guides, the group waited by the roadside watching their first Malagasy Spinetails and 
Cuckoo-Rollers flying over. We were also lucky enough to get one of our main targets, Verreaux’s Sifaka, 
a family of which were resting in the top of a tree near the road. Once we were all ready, we set off along 
the trail and first got closer to these fascinating animals and spent a while taking photos. In the meantime 
one of the local guides had located the highly localised Appert's Tetraka which we were quickly led to. 
These rare birds occur only in this forest and we had great views of a family group. A Long-billed 
Bernieria was also seen nearby. Next we found a Giant Coua which also posed nicely for the cameras. 
After being shown a Rufous Vanga nest, we split into 2 groups and were taken around the forest loop trail 
in opposite directions. Despite the heat of the mid-morning, there were still quite a few birds around. We 
found many of the same common birds we had already seen, including Common & Stripe-throated 
Jeries, Madagascar Magpie-Robin, Souimanga Sunbird, Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher and 
Madagascar Bulbul. We also saw Red-tailed and Hook-billed Vangas, the latter new for the trip. We 
added to our mammal list with the localised Hubbard’s Sportive-Lemur, and then searched for our last 



Tropical Birding                        www.tropicalbirding.com    7 

main avian target, Coquerel's Coua. Our guide finally found us one walking along the trail and we all had 
good looks at the smaller cousin of the Giant Coua.  

After enjoying our picnic lunch, we thanked our local guides and drove on to our very luxurious 
lodge in Isalo National Park. After a rest in our rooms we took an afternoon walk in the grounds of the 
lodge.where we saw Madagascar Coucal, Madagascar Hoopoe, Madagascar Bee-eater, Broad-billed 
Roller, Madagascar Cuckoo, Madagascar Bulbul, Greater Vasa-Parrot and Souimanga Sunbird. We 
walked through to the neighbouring lodge where we located a male Benson's Rock-Thrush perched on 
top of one of the buildings. From there we walked out into the neighbouring grasslands which held. African 
Palm-Swift, Madagascar Lark and Madagascar Cisticola. The grass was so long in places that we briefly 
lost sight of some of the shorter members of the group. We finally made it to a small lake where we saw 
Red-billed Duck, Purple Heron and several Madagascar Munias. The main target of the walk was the 
endemic Madagascar Partridge which unfortunately was only seen by the guide. Some fine cuisine in the 
evening brought the day to a close. 

 

 
Cute as a button. Madagascar Buttonquail (Charley Hesse) 

 
October 26 – Isalo NP 
After a leisurely breakfast we drove to the nearby town where we paid our entrance fees and found a local 
guide named Parson. We drove in to the Namazu section from where we started our hike. It was already 
quite hot but there were plenty of common, open country birds around, including Madagascar Coucal, 
Madagascar Cisticola and our first African Stonechat. The habitat changed and there were a few more 
trees where we saw Broad-billed Roller, Chabert & White-headed Vangas and a Crested Drongo on a 
nest. We took a break at the camp site, where there were plenty of birds, like Madagascar Paradise-
Flycatcher, Madagascar Bulbul & Madagascar Magpie-Robin. By the river we saw a Malagasy 
Kingfisher and even managed to call in a White-throated Rail to give great views. We saw a pair of 
Madagascar Buttonquails and had extended views of them running around the edge of the clearing. We 
continued walking on towards a waterfall and saw our first Madagascar Buzzard soaring over the valley. 
Some people rested in a shady spot by the river while the others continued on up to a waterfall where they 
saw several new butterflies and a snake. After a long walk back to the parking lot, we drove back to our 
lodge for a late lunch. We had some time to relax in the afternoon and at dusk we took a walk around the 
grounds to do some owling. We found White-browed Owl straight away which was surprising as it is one 
of the more difficult owls to see. We even saw it hawking for prey. Torotoroka Scops-Owl is normally 
common but it took us a long time to find one, but we finally had great views before going for dinner. 
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October 27 – Isalo to Ranamafana 
Jerry took an early morning walk and picked up Madagascar Partridge for himself on the grasslands 
before breakfast. Today was pretty much a travel day and we arrived in the town of Ambalavao for lunch 
after which we were treated to a demonstration of traditional papermaking, including adding pressed 
flowers. In the gift shop afterwards, people took advantage of buying some beautiful paper products. We 
drove through extensive areas of rice production and many of the fields with Hamerkop, Cattle & 
Dimorphic Egrets and Black Herons. It was a long day of driving but we eventually arrived at our lodge in 
Ranomafana and went out for dinner at a local restaurant serving traditional Malagasy food. It was raining 
outside and I even managed to find our first frog of the trip, Bott’s Bright-eyed Frog. Tomorrow would be 
our first birding in the eastern rainforest. 
 

 
The Velvet Asity’s green carruncles almost glow in the dim forest (Charley Hesse) 

 
October 28 –  Ranomafana 
Of all the birding sites we were visiting, Ranomafana has the steepest trails, but also some of the coolest 
things to see. We had prepped the clients so they knew what they were getting in to. After another early 
breakfast we spotted an African Stonechat and Madagascar Wagtail in the garden of our hotel before 
driving to the park entrance. In the parking lot we saw a few common species, such as Souimanga 
Sunbird, Red Fody plus calling Rand's Warbler and Stripe-throated Jery. We split into 2 groups to keep 
the numbers on the trail down. My group had a White-throated Oxylabes straight off the bat, followed by 
great views of the spectacular Pitta-like Ground-Roller and Velvet Asity. We found a vocal Crossley's 
Vanga in some bamboo and all had good views, followed by a Spectacled Tetraka, then heard some very 
vocal Madagascar Wood-Rails. We tried to get them to cross the trail but they went further back into the 
forest eluding us. Ranomafana is a great place for lemurs and has some real rarities. We saw the 
endangered Golden Bamboo Lemur for which the national park was set up to protect. Next we found a 
mixed vanga flock with Tylas, Red-tailed, White-headed & Pollen's Vangas, although the latter we  only 
heard it. The animal spotter also found us the critically endangered Greater Bamboo Lemur and Milne-
Edwards Sifaka. Along the ridge we saw Blue Coua, Lesser Vasa-Parrot and Cuckoo-Roller before 
arriving at the viewing platform for lunch. We enjoyed our sandwiches while enjoying the scenery and views 
of Dark Newtonia, Madagascar Sunbird and Green Jery. Afterwards I found a Blue Vanga nearby which 
most of the clients managed to get on. On the walk back we had a Madagascar Magpie-Robin and a 
Nelicourvi Weaver. It had been a long, tough hike, but everyone had done well. We rested a bit in our 
rooms before going out at dusk for a night walk on which we saw Rufous Mouse Lemur plus many 
interesting frogs and chameleons. 
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October 29 –  Ranomafana to Antsirabe 
During our early breakfast it was raining lightly and we weren’t sure if we would be able to do our final 
birding at Ranomafana. Nevertheless, we would try. We packed up the buses and thanked the hotel staff 
for a pleasant stay, then drove up the valley to the Vohiparara section of the park. Luckily the rain held off 
and the keenest members of the group headed into the misty forest one last time. Bird activity was a bit low 
but frogs were out in force. We saw a Pandanus frog, a couple of Madagascar frog species and a bridge 
frog. We did see our first Blue Coua which took several attempts for most people to finally get a view. We 
also had a Cuckoo-Roller flying overhead, a family of Spectacled Tetrakas and great views of 
Madagascar Blue-Pigeon building a nest. One of the toughest endemic birds to see is the Yellow-browed 
Oxylabes, but with persistence most people had good views of this mega skulker. Nearby we also saw 
Blue Vanga, Wedge-tailed Jery, Velvet Asity and heard a Red-fronted Coua. Our time had run out and 
we started walking back to the bus, seeing a Nelicourvi Weaver on the way. We had one last surprise 
from the local guides which was the spectacular Baron’s Mantella. After taking photos of this amazing 
frog, we thanked our wonderful local guides and left Ranamafana. 
 

 
The unmissable Baron’s Mantella (Charley Hesse) 

 
October 30 –  Antsirabe to Andasibe 
Today was pretty much another travel day, so after a leisurely breakfast we went to do a bit of the tourist 
thing by visiting some of the handicraft workshops in town. We watched demonstrations of traditional 
embroidery, zebu horn carving and even a workshop that produced little miniature bicycles and cars, etc. 
Of course each one finished with shopping opportunities which the clients made ample use of. After our 
time and money had run out, we drove on to our lunch stop at a restaurant that specialised in Fois Gras 
which some people were adventurous to try although there were plenty of other options on the menu. After 
lunch was also pretty much driving and we arrived late afternoon at our lodge in Andasibe overlooking the 
forest where we would be based for the next 3 days. 
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October 31 –  Andasibe 
On our first full day here we visited the special reserve just a few minutes from our hotel. Again we split into 
2 groups to keep the numbers down on the trails. Straight away we heard Madagascar Wood-Rail and we 
managed to call them across the trail for great views. We also had much better views of White-throated 
Oxylabes than previously. Further on we had a very cute pair of Eastern Grey Bamboo Lemurs posing 
very nicely up in a tree. We tried several times for Madagascar Flufftail until we found a very responsive 
pair that really cooperated nicely. In the more open area we had a fly bys of Madagascar Buzzard, 
Madagascar Bee-eater, Broad-billed Roller, Cuckoo-Roller and Lesser Vasa-Parrot plus Madagascar 
Brush-Warbler making a sound like a Geiger counter in the nearby bushes. We re-entered the forest and 
started to climb the trail up to the plateau. Along this trail we saw some nice forest birds, including 
Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher, Long-billed Bernieria, Spectacled Tetraka, Common Newtonia, 
Rand's Warbler and the very special Nuthatch-Vanga. This upper area is a great place for Indri and we 
soon came across a group that gave us a deafening rendition of their weird, whale-like calls, close up. 
Nearby, one of the guides also found us an impressively large Parson’s Giant Chameleon. On the way 
down we saw Blue Coua and the guides showed us a Collared Nightjar sat perfectly still on its nest, 
which was suitably on a birds nest fern. We called it a morning and went back to our lodge on the edge of 
the forest where it seemed the people too sick to come also had great views of Indris just near the cabins.  
 

 
Flufftails are one of the most difficult groups of birds to see. We had cracking views of a pair (Charley Hesse) 
 
As the reserve closed at 4pm, the only birding option for us in the afternoon was taking a nice stroll along 
the road bordering the reserve. The guides took us straight to a day roost of the endemic Madagascar 
Long-eared Owl, which prefers to sleep in the tall non-native pine trees. They knew just where to find them 
and it certainly beat coming back to search for them at night. Back along the road we found our target 
Madagascar Starling and Ward's Flycatcher (which is actually a vanga) pretty easily. We also had some 
nice flocking species, including Red-tailed Vanga & Ashy Cuckooshrike. We saw a Crested Drongo 
mobbing a Madagascar Harrier-Hawk, a couple of Common Brown Lemurs crossing the road and we 
finished with the incredibly well camouflaged Mossy Leaf-tailed Gecko on a tree trunk. 
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November 1 – Andasibe 
Today we offered a trip to Mantadia National Park for those that felt able. People that chose to stay behind 
had a much easier walk in the special reserve again. The Mantadia group set off early and on the way had 
a Red-billed Duck in flight over the marsh. We stopped at a checkpoint to have our tickets checked and 
we had a few birds nearby, like Mascarene Martin, Madagascar Bulbul and Madagascar White-eye. We 
drove by many kilometres of cleared land before we finally got to the good forest. Mantadia and Andasibe 
were once joined with native forest but slash and burn has meant that the forest patches have become 
separated. A forest corridor scheme was implemented but it apparently ran out of money. We stopped at 
one point along the road where we tried for Madagascar Pygmy-Kingfisher. Two birds quickly responded 
but it took a while to spot them, but when we did we had great scope views. Mantadia is famous for ground 
rollers, and it wasn’t long before we spotted 3 Pitta-like Ground-Rollers on the road. We got out for better 
views but the birds flew up into the trees and we managed to get them into the scope too. Our next target 
was the Short-legged Ground-Roller. The guide heard one up a steep slope and he went inside to try and 
locate it for us. A short time later we heard some shouting and we were told to come inside. It was a bit of a 
bush-whack up, down and up another steep slope but we finally had great views of the elusive Short-
legged Ground-Roller. Next on the agenda was the Scaly Ground-Roller. This entailed more bush-
whacking, which although not as steep was just as thick. A couple of people finally had a view and the rest 
of us got on what the local guide initially though was a baby ground-roller but turned out to be a Crossley's 
Vanga, which many people still needed. 
 

 
Bott’s Bright-eyed Frog was one of several attractive frogs we saw on our night walk (Charley Hesse) 

 
From here we walked up to a small lake where we had lunch. It was a key birding spot too as it was our 
only sighting of the endemic Meller's Duck and Madagascar Grebe. We enjoyed a nice picnic lunch in a 
very pretty setting with plenty of birds to look at. Around the lake we also saw Eurasian Moorhen, 
Madagascar Swamp-Warbler, Madagascar Wagtail and perched in the trees nearby, White-headed 
Vanga, Lesser Vasa-Parrot, Broad-billed Roller and Blue Coua. We went back after lunch to try again 
for Scaly Ground-Roller. We gave up on the bush-whacking and instead walked very quietly along a 
proper trail, listening and scanning. This did the trick and the whole group saw this amazing bird well.  We 
also saw Common Newtonia, Red-tailed Vanga, Chabert Vanga, Ashy Cuckooshrike, Madagascar 
Paradise-Flycatcher, White-throated Oxylabes, Wedge-tailed Jery, Spectacled Tetraka and 
Nelicourvi Weaver. Madagascar has some important mammals too and we saw the critically endangered 
Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur and Diademed Sifaka. We tried for Madagascar Rail on the way back but 
only heard it, although we did have a soaring Madagascar Buzzard. After a tiring but very productive 
morning, we rewarded ourselves with some time to rest before taking a night walk along the road. We 
added Common Tenrec and Goodman’s Mouse Lemur, but as it was raining, the frogs were out in full 
force and they really stole the show. The rain increased and we were finally forced to call it a day. 
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November 2 – Andasibe 
On our last full day we were going to the local community forest reserve, which is a nice model for 
community conservation outside of the national parks. The forest here was similar to inside the special 
reserve but we had better chances for some of the difficult species we were still missing. Before breakfast, 
some people saw a nice male Frances's Goshawk with its wings spread out just next to the rooms. We 
drove to community reserve and started walking around the loop trail with our local guides. Bird activity was 
good and we saw plenty of quality forest species such as Madagascar Turtle-Dove, Red-fronted & Blue 
Couas, Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher, White-throated Oxylabes and good views of Nelicourvi 
Weavers nest-building. We had several good flocks with Long-billed Bernieria, Spectacled Tetraka, 
Tylas, Red-tailed, Chabert & Blue Vangas. We also had prolonged views of the interesting Nuthatch 
Vanga which stuck around for quite a while allowing us to get shots of this rarely photographed species. In 
the clearings, we watched Madagascar Buzzard, Cuckoo-Roller, Broad-billed Roller and Lesser Vasa-
Parrots flying over and by the river, nice views of Malagasy Kingfisher. The local guides did an expert job 
herding a Red-breasted Coua so that everybody got good views. We called in another White-throated 
Rail which we also saw well. We saw Common Brown Lemur and had our best looks so far of Indri. The 
biggest remaining target was the Madagascar Crested Ibis which the guides managed to locate but only 
people that made it down a steep slope quick enough got views of a pair perched up in a tree. In the 
afternoon the clouds gathered, heavens opened and our night walk inside the forest had to be cancelled. 
 

 
We had fantastic views of the unique Nuthatch Vanga on this this trip (Ken Behrens) 

 
November 3 – Andasibe to Anjojorobe 
With most of our targets under already seen, plus with several people feeling under the weather and 
general energy levels a little below par, we treated ourselves to breakfast at a civilized hour this morning. 
After packing up the vehicles and saying goodbye to this amazing park, we were on the road again. We 
had a quick birding stop at a river where we found the uncommon breeding endemic Madagascar 
Pratincole which was sat on a rock under the bridge. It was well spotted by one of the clients. We skirted 
around Tana on the bypass where we changed from our buses into 5 SUVs. The road most of the way was 
fine but the last few kilometres required 4x4s. We stopped on the way for a fine 3-course lunch of French-
style cuisine and then continued up to the town of Anjozorobe and beyond where our final lodge was 
located. It was set in a forested valley and required a bit of a walk to get to the lodge itself from the parking 
lot. Fortunately they had a troop of very fit porters who carried all our bags up. Considering the remote 
location, the lodge was very comfortable and the food was the best of the trip.  
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November 4 – Anjojorobe 
We met for an early breakfast and from the balcony had Madagascar Bulbul, Madagascar White-eye & 
Souimanga Sunbird in the nearby trees plus Cuckoo-Roller, Broad-billed Roller and Lesser Vasa-
Parrot flying over the forest. We split into 2 groups and set off into the forest. The terrain was pretty steep, 
but we chose the easiest of the trails and we took our time walking round the shorter of the loops. We soon 
found a pair of Madagascar Brush-Warblers with a chick, followed by a Nelicourvi Weaver and Red-
fronted Coua. Common, Green & Stripe-throated Jeries were calling up in the canopy, and we saw 
some flocks with Long-billed Bernieria and Spectacled Tetraka. Walking round, we flushed Madagascar 
Turtle-Dove and Madagascar Cuckoo and on the flat area at the top we had good views of the Yellow-
browed Oxylabes skulking in the bamboo, a nice Velvet Asity and a pair of Forest Rock-Thrushes with 
a nest. The hardcore group took a slightly longer walk, and their efforts were rewarded with views of the 
amazing Rufous-headed Ground-Roller and skulking Brown Emutail. We enjoyed some more gourmet 
cuisine at lunch and rested in the afternoon. A planned night walk had no takers in the rain but Ken and I 
went out anyway to take pictures of frogs. Malagasy Scops-Owl was heard calling after dinner. 
 

 
Rufous-headed is one of the most beautiful and secretive members of the family (Ken Behrens) 

 
November 5 – Anjojorobe to Tana 
Before breakfast, some of us walked the short trail again and heard several familiar bird calls like Red-
fronted & Blue Couas and Cuckoo-Roller, We came across some mixed flocks with Dark Newtonia, 
Blue Vanga and Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher. The hardcore group yesterday had great views of the 
stunning endemic Rufous-headed Ground-Roller, but Mark hadn’t gone out yesterday and we made a 
extra special effort to get him views of this must see bird. We also heard a Pitta-like Ground-Roller but 
everybody had seen this well so it didn’t merit bushwhacking. Up in the bamboo we worked on Yellow-
browed Oxylabes and many people had better views than before. We also had a nice male Madagascar 
Sunbird plus our first views of Forest Fody. We rejoined the rest of the group for our last breakfast and 
saw some more Madagascar White-eyes from the balcony and a very lucky Henst's Goshawk flying over 
the ridge. We heard Indris calling but failed to locate them, but we did have our last lemurs of the trip with a 
family of distant Diademed Sifaka spotted by Mark. After a leisurely breakfast, we thanked our guides and 
other staff for a very pleasant stay. All that remained was to walk down and up the trail to the parking lot 
seeing some Hamerkops on the way. Luckily we had the same athletic porters to carry our bags for us. On 
the way back to Tana, we had a very interesting cultural visit to the world heritage site of Ambohimanga 
where we had an informative guided tour. After braving the Tana traffic we were safely installed in our hotel 
in the historical part of town. During dinner we reminisced about a truly unforgettable tour. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
Chronology follows that of the trip. Photos by Ken Behrens. 
 

 
Rainbow Bush Locust, a fantastically good-looking insect. 

 

    
A couple of spiny forest prizes: Archbold’s Newtonia (left) and Madagascar Sparrowhawk (right).  
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The Malagasy subspecies of Three-banded Plover is probably a full species, and yet another Madagascar 

endemic. 
 

 
One of the stars of the spiny forest, the roadrunner-like Long-tailed Ground-Roller.  
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Same plant (octopus tree), different kestrels: Banded Kestrel on the left and Madagascar Kestrel on the right.  

	  

	  
Madagascar supports a diverse array of tenrecs, delightful but rarely seen animals. Many are shrew-like, but 

one species resembles a mini otter, while several are hedgehog-like. This is one of the latter, the Lesser 
Hedgehog Tenrec.  
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Subdesert	  Mesite	  is	  a	  member	  of	  one	  of	  Madagascar’s	  endemic	  bird	  families.	  	  

	  

	  
The	  Common	  or	  Panther	  Ground	  Gecko	  is	  a	  beautifully	  patterned	  nocturnal	  reptile.	  	    
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Greater	  Painted-‐Snipe,	  an	  odd	  bird	  in	  which	  the	  female	  plumage	  is	  brighter	  than	  that	  of	  the	  male.	  	  

	  

	  	  	   	  
Two	  creatures	  with	  “Sakalava”	  in	  the	  name:	  Sakalava	  Weaver	  (left)	  and	  Sakalava	  Madagascar	  Velvet	  Gecko	  (right).	  
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A	  couple	  of	  fine	  vangas	  from	  the	  southwest:	  Sickle-‐billed	  (left)	  and	  Red-‐shouldered	  (right).	  	  

	  

	  
Humblot’s	  Heron	  during	  our	  boat	  trip	  to	  the	  island	  of	  Nosy	  Ve.	  	    
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Gray-‐headed	  Lovebirds	  coming	  down	  to	  drink	  from	  a	  small	  pool.	  	  

	  

	  	  	   	  
The	  Littoral	  Rock-‐Thrush	  (left)	  is	  one	  of	  our	  reasons	  for	  taking	  a	  boat	  trip	  south	  of	  Tulear.	  The	  Broad-‐billed	  Roller	  (right)	  is	  a	  

very	  common	  bird	  in	  Madagascar,	  found	  in	  all	  sorts	  of	  forest	  and	  woodland.	  	  	    
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We	  found	  Verreaux’s	  Sifakas	  easily	  on	  this	  trip,	  a	  whole	  troop	  near	  the	  parking	  area	  of	  Zombitse.	  	  

	  

	  
Appert’s	  Tetraka	  is	  largely	  confined	  to	  a	  single	  national	  park	  in	  the	  southwest	  of	  Madagascar	  (Zombitse-‐Vohibasia).	  	    
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Avian	  treasures	  of	  Zombitse	  National	  Park:	  Hook-‐billed	  Vanga	  (left)	  and	  Giant	  Coua	  (right).	  	  

 

 
We	  spent	  more	  than	  an	  hour	  with	  a	  troop	  of	  delightful	  Ring-‐tailed	  Lemurs	  in	  Isalo	  National	  Park.	  	  
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Golden	  Bamboo	  Lemur	  is	  the	  creature	  whose	  late	  20th	  century	  discovery	  	  

prompted	  the	  creation	  of	  Ranomafana	  National	  Park.	  	  
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Ranomafana	  is	  rich	  in	  special	  creatures.	  Here	  are	  just	  a	  couple	  of	  them:	  a	  Saribia	  metalmark,	  and	  a	  reptile	  with	  an	  impressive	  

name,	  the	  Gluttonous	  Bighead	  Snake	  (Compsophis	  laphystius)!	  

	  

	  
Everybody	  on	  the	  trip	  had	  excellent	  views	  of	  the	  Pitta-‐like	  Ground-‐Roller,	  just	  one	  of	  five	  species	  of	  ground-‐rollers	  that	  we	  

saw	  on	  this	  trip,	  “sweeping”	  this	  endemic	  family.	  	  
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This	  Plethodontohyla	  breviceps	  provided	  an	  exciting	  moment	  on	  the	  tour.	  The	  guides	  heard	  this	  poorly-‐known	  frog	  calling	  

from	  the	  leaf	  litter,	  and	  managed	  to	  find	  it	  after	  about	  10	  minutes	  of	  searching.	  We	  enjoyed	  its	  cryptic	  and	  rotund	  
attractiveness	  before	  returning	  it	  to	  its	  sanctuary.	  	  

	  

	  	  	   	  
We	  spent	  a	  full	  morning	  on	  the	  main	  trails	  in	  Ranomafana	  National	  Park.	  A	  couple	  of	  our	  sightings	  during	  that	  long	  walk	  

included	  Red-‐fronted	  Brown	  Lemur	  (left)	  and	  Satanic	  Leaf-‐tailed	  Gecko	  (right).	  	  	    
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The	  Red-‐bellied	  Lemur	  is	  a	  rather	  shy	  species,	  but	  this	  female	  was	  remarkably	  approachable.	  	  	    
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Boophis	  quasiboehmi	  might	  seem	  drab	  except	  for	  its	  fabulous	  multi-‐coloured	  eyes.	  	  

	  

	  
The	  Elongate	  Ancient	  Leaf	  Chameleon	  was	  recently	  moved	  into	  the	  new	  genus	  of	  Palleon.	    
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Another	  chameleon	  on	  a	  night	  walk	  in	  Ranomafana:	  the	  Cryptic	  or	  Blue-‐legged	  Chameleon.	  	  

	  

	  
While	  driving	  between	  Ranomafana	  and	  Andasibe-‐Mantadia	  National	  Parks,	  we	  passed	  through	  lots	  of	  spectacular	  and	  

utterly	  unique	  Malagasy	  scenery,	  with	  paddies	  and	  quaint	  red	  brick	  houses.	  	  Very	  few	  elements	  of	  a	  scene	  such	  as	  this	  one	  
would	  be	  out	  of	  place	  in	  the	  Middle	  Ages.	  	    
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Even	  those	  with	  serious	  snake	  phobia	  usually	  find	  the	  Eastern	  Madagascar	  Tree	  Boa	  lovable,	  with	  its	  docile	  habits,	  blue	  

tongue,	  and	  face	  that	  seems	  to	  be	  perpetually	  smiling.	  	  
	  

	  
The	  cryptic	  tree	  fern	  nest	  of	  a	  cryptic	  bird:	  the	  enigmatic	  Collared	  Nightjar.	  	  	    
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Lined	  Day	  Gecko	  (left)	  and	  a	  white	  morph	  Madagascar	  Paradise-‐Flycatcher	  (right).	  

	  

	  
We	  enjoyed	  exceptional	  views	  of	  Red-‐breasted	  Coua	  in	  a	  local	  community	  forest	  near	  Andasibe.	  	  	    
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The	  fabulously	  fringed	  and	  camouflaged	  Mossy	  Leaf-‐tailed	  Gecko.	  	  	    
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Pillbug	  Millipedes	  like	  this	  one	  (left)	  are	  found	  in	  Madagascar	  and	  India,	  but	  not	  on	  mainland	  Africa.	  	  

Nelicourvi	  Weaver	  (right)	  is	  a	  smart-‐looking	  rainforest	  bird.	  	  
	  

	  
Male	  Giraffe-‐necked	  Weevils	  like	  this	  one	  use	  their	  long	  necks	  for	  fighting,	  while	  the	  shorter-‐necked	  females	  use	  them	  to	  

make	  leaf	  rolls	  in	  which	  they	  lay	  eggs.	  	  	    
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Chameleons’	  tongues	  are	  much	  longer	  than	  their	  bodies,	  and	  are	  shot	  out	  at	  incredible	  speed	  to	  catch	  insects!	  	    
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More	  fascinating	  Malagasy	  scenery	  on	  route	  to	  our	  final	  destination	  of	  Anjojorobe.	  	  	  

	  

	  
A	  Tsarafidy	  Pandanus	  Frog	  in	  middle-‐elevation	  cloud	  forest	  near	  Anjojorobe.	   
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BIRD LIST 
Taxonomy follows Clements Checklist version 6.9, updated Aug 2015   
 
Anatidae (Ducks & Geese)  
White-faced Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna viduata   
Seen at Belalanda.  
Meller's Duck    Anas melleri      Endemic  
Endangered. Seen at Mantadia.  
Red-billed Duck    Anas erythrorhyncha   
Seen at Tana, Isalo & on the way to Mantadia. 
Hottentot Teal    Anas hottentota   
Seen at Belalanda. 
   
Phasianidae (Pheasants, Grouse & Allies) 
Madagascar Partridge   Magaroperdix madagascariensis  Endemic  
Near-threatened. Seen at Isalo. 
 
Podicipedidae (Grebes) 
Little Grebe     Tachybaptus ruficollis   
Seen at Belalanda. 
Madagascar Grebe    Tachybaptus pelzelnii    Endemic 
Vulnerable Seen at Mantadia. 
   
Phoenicopteridae (Flamingos)  
Greater Flamingo    Phoenicopterus roseus  
Seen at Belalanda. 
   
Phaethontidae (Tropicbirds) 
Red-tailed Tropicbird   Phaethon rubricauda   
Seen at Nosy Ve. 
 
Scopidae (Hamerkop)  
Hamerkop     Scopus umbretta   
Seen near Ranomafana & Anjozorobe. 
   
Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns)  
Gray Heron     Ardea cinerea firasa    Endemic subspecies  
Seen at Belalanda and on the way to Nosy Ve. 
Humblot's Heron   Ardea humbloti    Endemic  
Endangered. Seen on the way to Nosy Ve. 
Purple Heron    Ardea purpurea madagascariensis Endemic subspecies  
Seen at Belalanda & Isalo. 
Great Egret     Ardea alba   
Seen at Belalanda & en route to Tana. 
Little (Dimorphic) Egret   Egretta garzetta dimorpha   Regional endemic  
Commonly seen near water. 
Black Heron     Egretta ardesiaca   
Seen in several areas of rice paddies throughout.  
Cattle Egret     Bubulcus ibis   
Commonly seen in open areas. 
Squacco Heron    Ardeola ralloides   
Seen at Tana, Belalanda, en route to Andasibe & Anjozorobe. 
Striated Heron    Butorides striata rutenbergi  Endemic subspecies  
Seen at Belalanda, en route to Andasibe & Anjozorobe. 
   
Threskiornithidae (Ibises and Spoonbills)   
Madagascan Ibis   Lophotibis cristata    Endemic 
Near-threatened. Seen at Andasibe. 
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Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, and Kites)  
Madagascar Harrier-Hawk   Polyboroides radiatus    Endemic  
Seen at Ifaty. 
Madagascar Cuckoo-Hawk   Aviceda madagascariensis   Endemic  
Seen at Ifaty. 
Reunion (Malagasy) Harrier  Circus maillardi macrosceles  Regional endemic 
Vulnerable. Seen at Belalanda. 
Frances's Goshawk   Accipiter f. francesii    Endemic subspecies  
Seen at Andasibe. 
Madagascar Sparrowhawk   Accipiter madagascariensis   Endemic 
Near-threatened. Seen at Ifaty. 
Henst's Goshawk    Accipiter henstii     Endemic  
Near-threatened. Seen at Saha. 
Black (Yellow-billed) Kite  Milvus migrans parasitus  
Commonly seen throughout. 
Madagascar Buzzard   Buteo brachypterus     Endemic  
Seen at Isalo, Ranomafana, Andasibe-Mantadia, Anjozorobe. 
   
Mesitornithidae (Mesites) – endemic family  
Subdesert Mesite    Monias benschi     Endemic 
Vulnerable Seen at Ifaty. 
   
Rallidae (Rails, Gallinules, and Coots)  
Madagascar Rail    Rallus madagascariensis   Endemic 
Heard on the way to Mantadia. 
White-throated Rail    Dryolimnas c. cuvieri    Endemic subspecies  
Seen at Isalo & Andasibe. Heard at Anjozorobe. 
Baillon's Crake    Porzana pusilla   
Seen at Belalanda. 
Eurasian Moorhen    Gallinula chloropus pyrrhorrhoa  
Seen at Mantadia & heard at Belalanda. 
   
Sarothruridae (Flufftails)  
Madagascar Wood-Rail   Canirallus kioloides     Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe & heard at Ranomafana 
Madagascar Flufftail   Sarothrura insularis     Endemic  
Seen at Andasibe.  
   
Recurvirostridae (Stilts and Avocets)  
Black-winged Stilt    Himantopus himantopus   
Seen at Belalanda, Ifaty & Tulear. 
   
Charadriidae (Plovers and Lapwings)  
Black-bellied Plover    Pluvialis squatarola   
Seen at Belalanda & Tulear. 
Greater Sandplover    Charadrius leschenaultii   
Seen at Belalanda & Tulear. 
Kittlitz's Plover    Charadrius pecuarius   
Seen at Belalanda, Ifaty & Tulear.  
Common Ringed Plover   Charadrius hiaticula   
Seen at Belalanda & Tulear.  
Madagascar Plover    Charadrius thoracicus    Endemic 
Vulnerable. Seen at Ifaty. 
Three-banded Plover   Charadrius tricollaris bifrontatus  Endemic subspecies  
Seen at Ifaty & Tulear. 
White-fronted Plover   Charadrius marginatus tenellus  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Belalanda & Tulear. 
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Rostratulidae (Sandpipers and Allies)  
Greater Painted-Snipe  Rostratula benghalensis    
Seen at Tulear.  
 
Scolopacidae (Sandpipers and Allies)  
Terek Sandpiper    Xenus cinereus   
Seen at Belalanda.  
Common Sandpiper    Actitis hypoleucos   
Seen at Belalanda, Ifaty & Ranomafana.. 
Common Greenshank   Tringa stagnatilis  
Seen at Belalanda & Tulear.  
Whimbrel     Numenius phaeopus   
Seen at Belalanda & Tulear. 
Ruddy Turnstone    Arenaria interpres   
Seen at Belalanda, Ifaty & Nosy Ve. 
Curlew Sandpiper    Calidris ferruginea   
Seen at Belalanda, Ifaty & Tulear,. 
Sanderling     Calidris alba   
Seen at Belalanda.  
   
Turnicidae (Buttonquail)  
Madagascar Buttonquail   Turnix nigricollis     Endemic 
Seen at Anakao, Tulear & Isalo. 
   
Glareolidae (Pratincoles and Coursers)  
Madagascar Pratincole   Glareola ocularis     Endemic 
Vulnerable. Seen on a river between Tana & Andasibe. 
   
Laridae (Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers)  
Saunders's Tern    Sternula saundersi   
Seen on Nosy Ve. 
Common Tern    Sterna hirundo   
Seen on Nosy Ve. 
Great Crested Tern    Thalasseus bergii 
Seen on Nosy Ve. 
Lesser Crested Tern   Thalasseus bengalensis   
Seen on Nosy Ve. 
   
Pteroclidae (Sandgrouse)  
Madagascar Sandgrouse   Pterocles personatus    Endemic 
Seen at Tulear. 
   
Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves)  
Rock Pigeon     Columba livia   
Introduced. Commonly seen in towns. 
Madagascar Turtle-Dove   Streptopelia p. picturata    Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Ifaty & Andasibe. 
Namaqua Dove    Oena capensis aliena   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Belalanda, Ifaty, Anakao, Tulear & Isalo. 
Madagascar Blue-Pigeon   Alectroenas madagascariensis   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
   
Cuculidae (Cuckoos)  
Madagascar Cuckoo   Cuculus rochii   
Seen or heard at most sites 
Giant Coua     Coua gigas      Endemic 
Seen at Zombitse. 
Coquerel's Coua    Coua coquereli     Endemic 
Seen at Zombitse. 
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Red-breasted Coua    Coua serriana     Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
Red-fronted Coua    Coua reynaudii     Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Andasibe. Heard at Anjozorobe 
Green-capped Coua   Coua ruficeps olivaceiceps   Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty & Tulear. 
Running Coua    Coua cursor      Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty. 
Crested Coua    Coua cristata     Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty.  
Verreaux's Coua    Coua verreauxi     Endemic 
Near-threatened. Seen at La Table. 
Blue Coua     Coua caerulea     Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Andasibe-Mantadia.   
Madagascar Coucal    Centropus t. toulou     Endemic subspecies 
Seen or heard at most sites. 
   
Tytonidae (Barn Owls)  
Barn Owl    Tyto alba affinis     
Heard at Ifaty. 
 
Strigidae (Owls)  
Malagasy Scops-Owl   Otus rutilus      Endemic 
Heard at Mantadia & Anjozorobe. 
Torotoroka Scops-Owl   Otus madagascariensis    Endemic 
Seen at Isalo.  
Madagascar Long-eared Owl Asio madagascariensis    Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
White-browed Owl    Ninox superciliaris     Endemic 
Seen at Isalo. 
   
Caprimulgidae (Nightjars and allies)  
Collared Nightjar    Gactornis enarratus     Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe & Mantadia. 
Madagascar Nightjar   Caprimulgus m. madagascariensis  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Ifaty, Isalo & Andasibe. 
   
Apodidae (Swifts) 
Malagasy Spinetail    Zoonavena g. grandidieri    Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Zombitse. 
Madagascar Swift   Apus b. balstoni    Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Ifaty, Belalanda and en route to Anjozorobe. 
African Palm-Swift    Cypsiurus parvus gracilis   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Isalo & Ranomafana. 
   
Leptosomidae (Cuckoo-Roller)  
Cuckoo-Roller    Leptosomus discolor    Regional endemic 
Seen at Zombitse & Ranomafana. 
 
Upupidae (Hoopoes)   
Madagascar Hoopoe   Upupa marginata     Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty, Tulear, Anakao & Isalo.. 
   
Alcedinidae (Kingfishers)  
Malagasy Kingfisher   Corythornis v. vintsioides    Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Belalanda, Tulear, Isalo, Andasibe-Mantadia & en route to Anjozorobe. 
Madagascar Pygmy-Kingfisher  Corythornis  madagascariensis   Endemic 
Seen at Mantadia. 
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Meropidae (Bee-eaters)  
Madagascar Bee-eater   Merops superciliosus  
Seen at many sites throughout. 
   
Coraciidae (Rollers)  
Broad-billed Roller    Eurystomus g. glaucurus    Breeding endemic subspecies 
Seen at many sites. 
   
Brachypteraciidae (Ground-Rollers) – endemic family  
Short-legged Ground-Roller  Brachypteracias leptosomus   Endemic 
Vulnerable Seen at Mantadia. 
Scaly Ground-Roller   Brachypteracias squamiger  Endemic 
Vulnerable. Seen at Mantadia. 
Pitta-like Ground-Roller   Atelornis pittoides     Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Mantadia. Heard at Anjozorobe. 
Rufous-headed Ground-Roller Atelornis crossleyi     Endemic 
Near-threatened. Seen at Anjozorobe & heard at Ranomafana. 
Long-tailed Ground-Roller   Uratelornis chimaera    Endemic 
Vulnerable.Seen at Ifaty. 
   
Falconidae (Falcons and Caracaras)  
Madagascar Kestrel    Falco newtoni     Regional endemic 
Seen at many sites. 
Banded Kestrel    Falco zoniventris     Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty. 
Peregrine Falcon   Falco peregrinus radama   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Isalo   
 
Psittacidae (Parrots)   
Greater Vasa-Parrot    Coracopsis vasa v./drouhardi  Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Ifaty & Isalo. Heard at Ranomafana. 
Lesser Vasa-Parrot    Coracopsis nigra n./libs   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Ifaty, Ranomafana, Andasibe & Anjozorobe. 
Grey-headed Lovebird   Agapornis canus     Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty & Tulear. 
   
Philepittidae (Asities) – endemic family  
Velvet Asity     Philepitta castanea     Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Anjozorobe. 
Common Sunbird-Asity   Neodrepanis coruscans    Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
   
Vangidae (Vangas)  
Archbold's Newtonia   Newtonia archboldi     Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty. 
Common Newtonia    Newtonia brunneicauda    Endemic 
Seen at all forest sites.   
Dark Newtonia    Newtonia amphichroa    Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Anjozorobe. 
Tylas Vanga     Tylas eduardi     Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Andasibe. 
Red-tailed Vanga    Calicalicus madagascariensis   Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty, Zombitse, Ranomafana & Andasibe-Mantadia. 
Red-shouldered Vanga   Calicalicus rufocarpalis    Endemic 
Vulnerable. Seen at La Table. 
Nuthatch Vanga    Hypositta corallirostris    Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe-Mantadia. 
Chabert Vanga    Leptopterus chabert    Endemic 
Seen at Belalanda, Ifaty, Isalo & Andasibe.  
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Crossley's Vanga   Mystacornis crossleyi    Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Mantadia. 
Blue Vanga     Cyanolanius m. madagascarinus   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Ranomafana . Heard at Andasibe & Anjozorobe. 
Hook-billed Vanga    Vanga curvirostris     Endemic 
Seen at Zombitse. 
Ward's Flycatcher    Pseudobias wardi     Endemic  
Seen at Andasibe. 
Rufous Vanga    Schetba rufa      Endemic 
Seen at Zombitse. 
Sickle-billed Vanga    Falculea palliata     Endemic  
Seen at Ifaty 
White-headed Vanga   Artamella viridis     Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty, Ranomafana & Andasibe-Mantadia. 
Pollen's Vanga    Xenopirostris polleni    Endemic 
Near-threatened Heard at Ranomafana. 
Lafresnaye's Vanga    Xenopirostris xenopirostris   Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty & La Table. 
   
Campephagidae (Cuckoo-shrikes)  
Ashy Cuckoo-shrike   Coracina c. cinerea     Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Andasibe & Anjozorobe. Heard at Ranomafana.   
 
Dicruridae (Drongos)  
Crested Drongo    Dicrurus f. forficatus    Endemic subspecies 
Seen at almost all sites. 
   
Monarchidae (Monarch Flycatchers)  
Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher  Terpsiphone m. mutata    Endemic subspecies 
Seen at all forest sites. 
   
Corvidae (Crows, Jays, and Magpies)  
Pied Crow     Corvus albus   
Widely seen throughout. 
   
Alaudidae (Larks)  
Madagascar Lark    Mirafra hova      Endemic 
Seen at most sites in the west. 
   
Hirundinidae (Swallows)  
Plain (Brown-throated) Martin  Phedina palidicola cowani   Regional endemic 
Seen on the drive from Ranomafana to Antsirabe. 
Mascarene Martin    Phedina borbonica     Regional endemic 
Seen at many sites. 
Barn Swallow    Hirundo rustica  
Seen at Belalanda. 
   
Pycnonotidae (Bulbuls)  
Madagascar Bulbul    Hypsipetes m. madagascariensis   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at most sites. 
   
Acrocephalidae (Reed-Warblers and Allies) 
Madagascar Brush-Warbler  Nesillas t. typica     Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Ranomafana & Anjozorobe. Heard at Andasibe-Mantadia. 
Subdesert Brush-Warbler   Nesillas lantzi     Endemic 
Seen at Belalanda, Ifaty & La Table. 
Madagascar Swamp-Warbler  Acrocephalus newtoni    Endemic 
Seen at Belalanda & Mantadia.  
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Locustellidae (Grassbirds and Allies)  
Brown Emu-tail   Bradypterus brunneus    Endemic 
Seen at Anjozorobe. 
   
Bernieridae (Malagasy Warblers) – endemic family  
White-throated Oxylabes   Oxylabes madagascariensis   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Andasibe. 
Long-billed Bernieria   Bernieria madagascariensis   Endemic 
Seen at Zombitse, Ranomafana & Anjozorobe. 
Wedge-tailed Jery    Hartertula flavoviridis      Endemic  
Near-threatened. Seen at Ranomafana & Mantadia. 
Thamnornis     Thamnornis chloropetoides   Endemic  
Seen at Ifaty. 
Yellow-browed Oxylabes  Crossleyia xanthophrys   Endemic   
Near-threatened. Seen at Ranomafana & Anjozorobe. 
Spectacled Tetraka    Xanthornixis zosterops    Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Anjozorobe. 
Appert's Tetraka    Xanthornixis apperti    Endemic 
Vulnerable. Seen at Zombitse. 
Rand's Warbler    Randia pseudozosterops    Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
   
Cisticolidae (Cisticolas and Allies)   
Common Jery    Neomixis tenella     Endemic 
Seen at most forest sites. 
Green Jery     Neomixis viridis     Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Anjozorobe. Heard at Andasibe-Mantadia. 
Stripe-throated Jery    Neomixis striatigula     Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty, Zombitse, Ranomafana & Andasibe-Mantadia. Heard at Anjozorobe.  
Madagascar Cisticola   Cisticola cherina    Regional endemic 
Seen in most open areas. 
   
Zosteropidae (White-eyes)  
Madagascar White-eye   Zosterops maderaspatanus   Regional endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana, Andasibe-Mantadia & Anjozorobe. 
 
Muscicapidae (Old World Flycatchers)  
Madagascar Magpie-Robin   Copsychus albospecularis    Endemic 
Seen at most sites. 
Forest Rock-Thrush    Monticola s. sharpei    Endemic 
Seen at Anjozorobe. 
Benson's Rock-Thrush  Monticola sharpei bensoni   Endemic 
Seen at Isalo. 
Littoral Rock-Thrush   Monticola imerina    Endemic 
Seen at Anakao. 
African Stonechat    Saxicola torquatus sibilla   Endemic subspecies.  
Seen at Isalo, Ranomafana, Mantadia & Anjozorobe. 
   
Sturnidae (Starlings)  
Madagascar Starling   Saroglossa aurata     Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
Common Myna    Acridotheres tristis   
Introduced. Commonly seen throughout.. 
   
Nectariniidae (Sunbirds and Spiderhunters)  
Souimanga Sunbird    Cinnyris souimanga s./apolis  Endemic subspecies  
Seen at most sites. 
Madagascar Sunbird   Cinnyris n. notatus     Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Isalo, Ranomafana, Andasibe-Mantadia & Anjozorobe. 
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Motacillidae (Wagtails and Pipits)  
Madagascar Wagtail   Motacilla flaviventris    Endemic 
Seen at Tana, Isalo, Ranomafana, Andasibe-Mantadia & Anjozorobe. 
  
Ploceidae (Weavers and Allies)  
Nelicourvi Weaver    Ploceus nelicourvi     Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana, Andasibe-Mantadia & Anjozorobe. 
Sakalava Weaver    Ploceus sakalava     Endemic 
Seen at Belalanda, Ifaty, Tulear & Anakao. 
Red Fody     Foudia madagascariensis    Regional endemic 
Seen at most sites 
Forest Fody     Foudia omissa     Endemic 
Seen at Anjozorobe. 
   
Estrildidae (Waxbills and Allies)  
Madagascar Mannikin   Lonchura nana     Endemic 
Seen at Tana, Isalo & Andasibe. 
 
 

 
Madagascar	  Buzzard	  is	  a	  common	  endemic	  raptor.	  	  
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MAMMAL LIST   
Mammal Taxonomy follows Mammals of Madagascar (2007) by Nick Garbutt.  
  
Cheirogaleidae (Mouse & Dwarf Lemurs)  
Grey-brown Mouse Lemur   Microcebus griseorufus    Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty & Tulear. 
Rufous Mouse Lemur   Microcebus rufus     Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
Goodman's Mouse Lemur   Microcebus lehilahytsara    Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe-Mantadia. 
Crossley’s Dwarf Lemur  Cheirogaleus crossleyi   Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
   
Lepilemuridae (Sportive Lemurs)  
Zombitse Sportive Lemur   Lepilemur hubbardi     Endemic 
Seen at Zombitse. 
Petter's Sportive Lemur   Lepilemur petteri    Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty. 
   
Lemuridae (True Lemurs)  
Eastern Grey Bamboo Lemur  Hapalemur griseus    Endemic 
Seen at Andsibe. 
Golden Bamboo Lemur   Hapalemur aureus    Endemic 
Critically endangered. Seen at Ranomafana. 
Greater Bamboo Lemur   Prolemur simus    Endemic 
Critically endangered. Seen at Ranomafana. 
Ring-tailed Lemur    Lemur catta      Endemic   
Near-threatened Seen at Isalo. 
Common Brown Lemur   Eulemur fulvus     Endemic 
Near-threatened  Seen at Andasibe-Mandatia.   
Red-fronted Brown Lemur   Eulemur rufus     Endemic 
Seen at Isalo & Ranomafana. 
Red-bellied Lemur    Eulemur rubriventer    Endemic 
Vulnerable Seen at Ranomafana. 
Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur  Varecia variegata     Endemic 
Critically endangered. Seen at Ranomafana & Mantadia. 
   
Indridae (Woolly Lemurs, Sifakas & Indri)   
Verreaux’s Sifaka    Propithecus verreauxi    Endemic 
Vulnerable. Seen at Zombitse.  
Diademed Sifaka    Propithecus edwardsi    Endemic 
Endangered. Seen at Andasibe-Mantadia & heard at Anjozorobe. 
Milne-Edwards Sifaka   Propithecus diadema    Endemic  
Endangered. Seen at Ranomafana. 
Indri      Indri Indri      Endemic  
Endangered. Seen at Andasibe-Mantadia & heard at Anjozorobe. 
   
Eupleridae (Malagasy Carnivores)  
Ring-tailed Vontsira    Galidia elegans     Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
   
Tenrecidae (Tenrecs)  
Common Tenrec   Tenrec ecaudatus    Endemic  
Seen at Andasibe. 
Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec  Echinops telfairi    Endemic  
Seen at Ifaty. 
   
Nesomyidae (African Rodents)  
Eastern Red Forest Rat  Nesomys rufus    Endemic  
Seen at Ranomafana. 
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Muridae (Old World rats & mice)  
Black Rat    Rattus rattus     Endemic  
Seen at Zombitse. 
 

 
The	  pointy-‐nosed	  Common	  Brown	  Lemur,	  part	  of	  the	  “True	  Lemur”	  family.	   	  
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REPTILE LIST   
Taxonomy follows A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar: 3rd Edition (2007) by F. 
Glaw and M. Vences.   
 
Testudinidae 
Radiated Tortoise   Geochelone radiata    Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty. 
 
Chamaeleonidae  
Elongate Ancient Leaf Chameleon   Palleon nasus    Endemic  
Vulnerable Seen at Ranomafana. 
Short-horned Chameleon  Calumma brevicornis   Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
Big Nose Chameleon  Calumma nasuta    Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Andasibe. 
Band-bellied Chameleon  Calumma gastrotaenia   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
Parson’s Giant Chameleon  Calumma parsoni    Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
O'Shaughnessy's Chameleon Calumma oshaughnessyi   Endemic 
Vulnerable Seen at Ranomafana. 
Blue-legged Chameleon  Calumma crypticum    Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
Chameleon sp   Calumma fallax    Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
White-lined Chameleon  Furcifer antimena    Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty. 
Oustalet's Chameleon  Furcifer oustaleti    Endemic 
Seen at Zombitse & Isalo. 
Warty Chameleon   Furcifer verrucosus    Endemic 
Seen at Tulear. 
   
Opluridae 
Three-eyed Lizard   Chalarodon madagascariensis  Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty, Anakao & Zombitse. 
Merrem’s Madagascar Swift Oplurus cyclurus    Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty. 
Dumeril's Madagascar Swift Oplurus quadrimaculatus   Endemic 
Seen at Isalo. 
   
Gekkonidae  
Madagascar Ground Gecko  Paroedura pictus    Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty. 
Satanic Leaf-tailed Gecko  Uroplatus phantasticus   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
Mossy Leaf-tailed Gecko  Uroplatus sikorae    Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
Sakalava's Madagascar Velvet Gecko    Blaesodactylus sakalava  Endemic  
Seen at Ifaty.. 
Common House Gecko  Hemidactylus frenatus  
Seen at Ifaty, Tulear & Ranomafana. 
Grandidier's Dwarf Gecko  Lygodactylus tolampyae   Endemic 
Seen at Zombitse. 
Standing's Day Gecko  Phelsuma standingi    Endemic  
Vulnerable. Seen at Ifaty & Zombitse. 
Thicktail Day Gecko   Phelsuma mutabilis    Endemic  
Seen at Isalo. 
Lined Day Gecko   Phelsuma lineata    Endemic  
Seen at Ranomafana, Andasibe-Mantadia & Anjozorobe.. 
Peacock Day Gecko   Phelsuma quadriocellata   Endemic  
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Seen at Ranomafana. 
Modest Day Gecko   Phelsuma modesta    Endemic  
Seen at Ifaty. 
   
Gerrhosauridae  
Malagasy Keeled Plated Lizard Tracheloptychus madagascarensis Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
Madagascar Plated Lizard  Zonosaurus madagascariensis  Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe-Mantadia.  
Ornate Plated Lizard   Zonosaurus ornatus    Endemic 
Seen at Anjozorobe.  
 
Scincidae  
Gravenhorst’s Skink   Trachylepis gravenhorsti   Endemic 
Seen at Zombitse & Andasibe-Matadia. 
   
Boidae  
Eastern Madagascar Tree Boa Sanzinia madagascariensis   Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
   
Colubridae  
Blonde Hognose Snake  Leioheterodon modestus   Endemic 
Seen at Isalo. 
Gluttonous Bighead Snake  Compsophis laphystius   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
Striped Madagascar Garter Snake Thamnophis lateralis   Endemic 
Seen at Isalo. 
Mahafaly Sand Snake  Mimophis mahfalensis   Endemic 
Seen at Belalanda & Anjozorobe. 
 
 

 

    
A couple of Malagasy mini dinosaurs: Short-horned Chameleon (left) and Parson’s Chameleon (right).  

(Ken Behrens) 
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AMPHIBIAN LIST   
Taxonomy follows A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar: 3rd Edition (2007) by F. 
Glaw and M. Vences.   
 
Dicroglossidae  
Mascarene Ridged Frog  Ptychadena mascareniensis  
Seen at Isalo. 
 
Microhylidae  
Mahanoro Tree-hole Frog  Plethodontohyla notosticta   Endemic 
Heard at Ranomafana. 
[Frog sp.]    Plethodontohyla breviceps   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
Betsileo Madagascar Frog  Mantidactylus betsileanus   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
 
Mantellidae  
Central Bright-eyed Frog  Boophis rappiodes    Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
Bott’s Bright-eyed Frog  Boophis bottae    Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Andasibe. 
Madagascar Bright-eyed Frog Boophis madagascariensis   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
Green Bright-eyed Frog  Boophis viridis    Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
Red-eyed Bright-eyed Frog  Boophis luteus    Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
[Bright-eyed Frog sp.]  Boophis quasiboehmei   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
Dumeril’s Bright-eyed Frog  Boophis tephraeomystax   Endemic 
Seen at Isalo. 
Western Bright-eyed Frog  Boophis dailoti    Endemic 
Seen at Isalo. 
Witt’s Madagascar Pointy Frog Blommersia wittei    Endemic 
Seen at Isalo. 
Tsarafidy Pandanus Frog  Guibermantis pulcher   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Anjozorobe. 
[Pandanus Frog sp.]   Guibermantis variabilis   Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe-Mantadia. 
Rough Bridge Frog   Gephyromantis asper   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
Engraved Bridge Frog  Gephyromantis sculpturatus  Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
Tschenk’s Bridge Frog  Gephyromantis tschenki   Endemic 
Heard at Ranomafana. 
Fort Madagascar Frog  Mantidactylus femoralis   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
Betsileo Madagascar Frog  Mantidactylus betsileanus   Endemic 
Seen at Mantadia. 
Ivohimanita Madagascar Frog Mantidactylus majori   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
Central Madagascar Frog  Mantidactylus opiparus   Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Anjozorobe. 
Baron's Mantella   Mantella baroni    Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana. 
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BUTTERFLY LIST  
 
Papilionidae  
Mocker Swallowtail   Papilio dardanus    Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Zombitse & Anjozorobe. 
Cream-lined Swallowtail   Papilio delalandei    Endemic 
Seen at Isalo, Andasibe-Mantadia & Anjozorobe. 
Citrus Swallowtail    Papilio demodocus      
Seen at several sites throughout. 
Banded Blue Swallowtail   Papilio oribazus    Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe-Mantadia. 
Spotted Blue Swallowtail   Papilio epiphorbas    Regional endemic 
Seen at Ifaty, Zombitse & Mantadia. 
Madagascar Malachite Swallowtail Graphium cymus    Endemic 
Seen at Isalo & Andasibe-Mantadia. 
Madagascar Lady    Graphium endochus    Endemic 
Seen at Anjozorobe. 
Madagascar Giant Swallowtail Pharmacophagus antenor   Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty, Tulear, Zombitse & Isalo. 
 
Pieridae  
Small Grass Yellow   Eurema brigitta      
Seen at Isalo. 
Madagascar Migrant   Catopsilia thauruma    Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty. 
Madagascar Orange Tip  Colotis evanthe    Regional endemic 
Seen at Ifaty, Zombitse & Isalo. 
Madagascar Purple Tip  Colotis zoe     Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty. 
African Wood White    Leptosia alcesta sylvicola   Endemic 
Seen at Zombitse. 
Madagascar Caper White  Belenois helcida    Endemic 
Seen at Anjozorobe. 
Grandidier’s Caper White  Belenois grandidieri    Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe. 
Madagascar Dotted Border  Mylothris phileris    Endemic 
Seen at Mantadia & Anjozorobe. 
Albatross White   Appias sabina confusa   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mantadia. 
Zebra White    Pinacopteryx eriphia mabillei    
Seen at Isalo. 
 
Rionidae 
Madagascar Metalmark  Saribia sp.     Endemic 
Seen at Ranomafana & Anjozorobe. 
 
Lycaenidae 
Dark Grass Blue    Zizeeria knysna     
Seen at Andasibe-Mantadia & Anjozorobe. 
Blue sp.    Leptotes rabefaner 
Seen at Isalo & Mantadia 
Apricot Playboy   Deudorix dinochares    
Seen at Isalo & Mantadia 
Hairstreak sp.   Hemiolaus ceres    Endemic 
Seen at Isalo & Mantadia. 
Grass Jewel Blue   Chilades trochylus 
Seen at Isalo. 
 
Nymphalidae 
African Monarch   Danaus chryssipus aegyptius 
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Commonly seen throughout. 
Common Evening Brown  Melanitis leda Helena 
Seen at Isalo & Ranomafana. 
Madagascar Satyr   Strabena sp.     Endemic 
Seen at Mantadia & Anjozorobe. 
Indian Ocean Satyr   Heteropsis sp.     
Seen at Isalo & Ranomafana, Andasibe-Mantadia & Anjozorobe. 
Andara Charaxes   Charaxes andara    Endemic 
Seen at Isalo. 
Mad. Green-veined Charaxes Charaxes antamboulou   Endemic 
Seen at Zombitse. 
Banded Commodore  Precis andremiaja    Endemic 
Seen at Andasibe-Mantadia & Anjozorobe. 
Madagascar Brown Pansy  Junonia goudotii    Regional endemic 
Seen at Andasibe & Anjozorobe. 
Yellow Pansy    Junonia hierta paris    Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Isalo. 
Brilliant Blue    Junonia rhadama    Regional endemic 
Seen at Tana & Isalo. 
Madagascar Beauty   Salamis anteva    Endemic 
Seen at Anjozorobe. 
African Map Butterfly  Cyresilis camillus elegans   Endemic subspecies 
Seen at Mantadia. 
Common Joker   Byblia anvatara 
Seen at Zombitse. 
Kikideli Sailor   Neptis kikideli    Endemic 
Seen at Zombitse. 
Spotted Sailor   Neptis saclava    Endemic 
Seen at Isalo & Anjozorobe. 
Madagascar Forest Glade Nymph Aterica rabena    Endemic 
Seen at Isalo & Andasibe. 
Ranavalona Acraea   Acraea ranavalona    Endemic 
Seen at Ifaty & Zombitse. 
Common Leopard   Phalanta phalantha aethiopica     
Seen at Ifaty & Zombitse. 
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