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Report & photos Charley Hesse  

 

 
The indisputable highlight of New Caledonia was the unique Kagu. 
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Set in the South West Pacific, the beautiful island of New Caledonia has a long list of great endemics, the 
most famous of which is of course the unique Kagu. This was the main target of our trip but there are many 
other interesting endemics to make the trip worthwhile. Still a dependent overseas territory of France, when 
we were there, there was an upcoming referendum on independence. Ravaged by past deforestation and 
introduction of invasive species, several species are already either extinct or presumed so, including the 
nightjar, owlet-nightjar, rail and lorikeet. Other endangered species like Crow Honey-eater and Kagu are still 
hanging on the in the remaining habitat. Conservation efforts are slowly gaining pace and we were impressed 
by the organisation of the parks we visited and saw some of the habitat starting to recover. We picked up all 
the possible endemics and were charmed by our short stay on this beautiful, friendly island. 
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10th September - Parc les Grandes Fougeres  
We were starting our New Caledonian birding with a trip to Parc les Grandes Fougeres. Riviere Bleue was 
closed today, so we would target the Kagu on another day, but for now we would look for many of New 
Caledonia’s other endemic birds. Before breakfast, one of the keener clients took a walk around the garden 
and found the localized endemic race of Rainbow Lorikeet, known sometimes as Coconut Lorikeet, feeding 
on some exotic bottlebrush trees. After breakfast, we set off and it was about a 90-minute drive during which 
we saw a Brown Goshawk. We stopped to pick up some supplies for our lunch at a local supermarket and 
had our first birding stop where we saw a White-breasted Woodswallow and the endemic subspecies of 
Sacred Kingfisher. Along the entrance road to the park we had a birding stop where we found the often 
tricky Cloven-feathered Dove along with other targets, including South Melanesian Cuckooshrike, and 
the endemic New Caledonian Whistler and Green-backed White-eye. Further along, adding Rufous 
Whistler & Gray Fantail and more endemics, with New Caledonian Friarbird and the tool-using New 
Caledonian Crow. We entered Parc les Grandes Fougeres and sat down under the trees to enjoy our picnic 
lunch. There were some feral Red Junglefowl running around there hoping to pick up some scraps.  
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In a nearby tree, the huge New Caledonian Imperial-Pigeon flew in to feast on some fruits, while the 
recently split Satin Swiftlet zipped overhead, and many individuals of the endemic subspecies of Silver-
eyes hopped around in the bushes. After lunch we took a short walk along a trail. ‘Grandes fougere’ means 
‘tree fern’ in French, and the beautiful forest was indeed filled with them. Our main targets were the endemic 
Horned and New Caledonian Parakeets which I found a little easier to see here than at Riviere Bleue. After 
a bit of effort, we had good views of both, and also added further regional and country endemics, with the 
stunning red-headed New Caledonian Myzomela, Barred Honeyeater, the rather drab Fan-tailed 
Gerygone, Streaked Fantail and a noisy pair of Melanesian Flycatchers. It had been a productive 
introduction to the forest birds and we set off back to Noumea. On the way back, a Buff-banded Rail popped 
out onto a grassy verge and we stopped to investigate. It didn’t reappear, but we did see White-faced Heron, 
Long-tailed Triller and the introduced but still rather attractive Chestnut-breasted Munia. On the drive 
back we also saw Australasian Swamphen and Swamp Harrier along the main road. It had been a 
productive first day and we retired to our hotel to enjoy some fine cuisine, including New Caledonian shrimps. 
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11th September - Grassbird site 
Today we were heading to our furthest birding site, a place for the New Caledonian Grassbird. It was 2 and 
a half hours to get there and we set off nice and early. On the way we saw Swamp Harrier hunting over the 
open country, a Pacific Emerald Dove flying across the road and also a Buff-banded Rail which ran across. 
It was already 9:30am by the time we got to the grassbird site, but the birds were still active, and we saw 
Barred Honeyeater, South Melanesian Cuckooshrike and Green-backed White-eyes in the trees and 
bushes, Common Waxbill, Chestnut-breasted Munia, the stunning endemic Red-throated Parrotfinch in 
long clumps of roadside grass, and several Satin Swiftlets flying overhead. I walked along playing the tape 
of New Caledonian Grassbird, and eventually got a response. We got ourselves into position, but it proved 
to be a tricky little fella to get a look at. Unfortunately, I was the only one to get a view when it briefly popped 
its head out of a bush. In the end, we gave up and moved on to another site. 
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Our target here was the large, white-throated Metallic Pigeon, which flew over head almost immediately. 
We also had a Cloven-feathered Dove perch in the distance, Whistling Kite flying overhead, Sacred 
Kingfisher, Dark-brown Honeyeater, South Melanesian Cuckooshrike, New Caledonian Crow and our 
first endemic Striated Starlings. We found more calling New Caledonian Grassbirds, but they refused to 
show themselves. We drove down into a local town and went shopping at the supermarket for lunch supplies. 
We drove down to a local beach, crossing a river on the way where we saw our first Pacific Black Ducks. 
We enjoyed a picnic lunch by the beach and took some photos of the beautiful coastline. There were quite 
a few birds around the picnic site and we saw White-rumped Swiftlet, Whistling Kite, Fan-tailed Gerygone, 
White-breasted Woodswallow, Long-tailed Triller, Gray Fantail, Green-backed White-eye and more 
beautiful Red-throated Parrotfinches. After checking out a trail through the Cycad Forest, we set off on our 
long drive back to Noumea. In the evening we enjoyed more delicious French cuisine. 
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12 September - Parc de la Rivière Bleue 
It was finally our day to go looking for the main target of the trip, the unique Kagu. We left after breakfast 
and set off in the opposite direction from the last 2 days, seeing our first Silver Gull flying along the coast. 
We arrived at Parc de la Rivière Bleue and got our tickets before driving into the park. It was a bit depressing 
as the whole way in seemed to have been clear cut in the past and the habitat was only just starting to 
recover. Along the entrance road we had some birding stops in the pockets of more mature vegetation, 
picking up Swamp Harrier, Dark-brown Honeyeater, New Caledonian Friarbird and Rufous Whistler. 
We got to a parking lot, from where we walked across a footbridge over the dam. On the other side a bus 
picked us up to take us to the mature forest several kilometres inside. The bus stopped to let us take scenery 
shots at a view point and we flushed a pair of New Caledonian Parakeets. It went on to drop us at a 1km 
loop trail through beautiful humid forest with an enormous tree in the middle, hence the name Grand Kaori. 
Along the trail, we saw New Caledonian Imperial-Pigeon, New Caledonian Whistler, Streaked Fantail, 
Melanesian Flycatcher and New Caledonian Myzomela. 
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The last time I had been here, I had seen several Kagus here, but today we finished the loop without a single 
one. Now I was a little worried. We started a second loop and within 50m, we stubbled upon a family of 3 
Kagus. We watched them at length as they made their way slowly through the forest. They came close to 
the edge of the car park and we had great photo opportunities of these charismatic birds. From here we 
walked back along the road and had lunch at a picnic site. Around the tables, we saw several birds, including 
Fan-tailed Gerygone, Yellow-bellied Robin and Long-tailed Triller. Afterwards, we carried on walking 
along the road and added Horned Parakeets, New Caledonian Cuckooshrike, Satin Swiftlet and our first 
Southern Shrikebill. Another big target here was the endangered endemic Crow Honeyeater, the largest 
honeyeater in the world! We were striking out, but some lucky stragglers at the back of the group had one 
flying across the road. The bus took us back to the bridge over the dam, from where we saw Whistling Kite, 
Little Pied and Great Cormorants. It was a relief to have had such good views of the Kagus, and we 
returned to Noumea very satisfied. 
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September 13th - Noumea area 
Having cleaned up on all the forest endemics, today we went to check out the mangroves in Noumea to try 
and find a few water birds. We had to walk through some dry forest and scrub to get there and we saw Dark-
brown Honeyeater, Fan-tailed Gerygone, New Caledonian Whistler, Rufous Whistler, Grey Fantail and 
Green-backed White-eye. We had a small group of the local form of Rainbow Lorikeet known as Coconut 
Lorikeet. We also had a lucky Metallic Pigeon flying low overhead. We reached a mangrove-fringed lagoon 
by the coast and started picking up water birds, including Gray Teal, Little Pied & Little Black Cormorants, 
White-faced Heron, Pacific Reef-Heron and a very close Rufous Night-Heron. We also had a nice Sacred 
Kingfisher, several White-rumped Swiftlets flying overhead and scanning out to sea, dozens of Black-
naped Terns.  
 

 
A member from a local NGO showing us how they have replanted the mangroves. 
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From the mangroves, we drove back into town and up to Parc Forestier, the grounds of the Noumea Zoo. In 
addition to the exhibits of native wildlife, the natural surroundings of the zoo attracted a variety of wild birds, 
all accustomed to the presence of people. We saw Pacific Black Duck, Australasian Swamphen, Little 
Black Cormorant and Rufous Night-Heron around the ponds, Spotted & Zebra Doves and Dark-brown 
Honeyeater in the nearby trees. The Pacific Emerald Dove enclosure seemed to have attracted a wild 
individual which was calling to the captive birds inside. There were also numerous Indian Peafowl strutting 
through the park with their magnificent tails. After lunch in the outdoor cafeteria, we went shopping in the 
town centre for souvenirs. Walking through the central square, we saw a Silver Gull looking for scraps and 
several Coconut Lorikeets feeding in the large fig trees which gave cool shade in the heat of the day. On 
the way back to the hotel we stopped to scan other mangroves and saw more Silver Gulls and White-faced 
Heron. This was the end of our New Caledonia birding and all that remained was to enjoy our last dinner 
and head to the airport for our late departure.  
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BIRD LIST 
Avian taxonomy follows ebird/Clements v2017    

 
Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl (Anatidae)  
Pacific Black Duck    Anas superciliosa pelewensis 
Seen in Noumea & at Plage de la Roche Percee.  
Gray Teal     Anas g. gracilis 
Seen at mangroves in Noumea. 
  
Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies (Phasianidae)  
Red Junglefowl    Gallus gallus 
Introduced. Seen at Grandes Fougeres. 
  
Cormorants and Shags (Phalacrocoracidae)  
Little Pied Cormorant   Microcarbo m. melanoleucos 
Seen at Riviere Bleue & mangroves in Noumea. 
Great Cormorant    Phalacrocorax carbo novaehollandiae 
Seen at Riviere Bleue. 
Little Black Cormorant   Phalacrocorax sulcirostris 
Seen at mangroves in Noumea. 
  
Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns (Ardeidae)  
White-faced Heron    Egretta n. novaehollandiae 
Seen on the way to Grandes Fougeres & at mangroves in Noumea. 
Rufous Night-Heron    Nycticorax c. caledonicus   Endemic ssp. 
Seen at mangroves in Noumea & Parc Forestier. 
  
Hawks, Eagles, and Kites (Accipitridae)  
Swamp Harrier    Circus approximans 
Seen on the way to Grandes Fougeres. 
Brown Goshawk    Accipiter fasciatus vigilax 
Seen on the way to Grandes Fougeres. 
New Caledonia Goshawk   Accipiter haplochrous   Endemic 
Seen on the way to Grandes Fougeres. 
Whistling Kite    Haliastur sphenurus 
Seen on the way to Grandes Fougeres & at Riviere Bleue. 
  
Kagu (Rhynochetidae)  
Kagu       Rhynochetos jubatus   Endemic 
Endangered. Seen at Riveiere Bleue. 
  
Rails, Gallinules, and Coots (Rallidae)  
Buff-banded Rail    Gallirallus philippensis swindellsi  Endemic ssp. 
Seen on the way to Grandes Fougeres. 
Australasian Swamphen   Porphyrio melanotus samoensis 
Seen on the way to Grandes Fougeres. 
  
Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers (Laridae)  
Silver Gull     Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae forsteri 
Seen at several sites in Noumea. 
Black-naped Tern    Sterna s. sumatrana 
Seen of the coast in Noumea. 
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Pigeons and Doves (Columbidae)  
Rock Pigeon     Columba livia 
Seen in Noumea. 
Metallic Pigeon    Columba vitiensis hypoenochroa  Endemic ssp.  
Seen at Col des Roussettes & in Noumea.  
Spotted Dove     Streptopelia chinensis 
Introduced. Commonly seen around Noumea. 
Pacific Emerald Dove   Chalcophaps longirostris sandwichensis 
Seen on the way to Grandes Fougeres & at Parc Forestier in Noumea. 
Zebra Dove     Geopelia striata 
Introduced. Seen at Parc Forestier in Noumea. 
Cloven-feathered Dove    Drepanoptila holosericea   Endemic 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres & Col des Roussettes. 
New Caledonian Imperial-Pigeon   Ducula goliath    Endemic 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres & Riviere Bleue. 
  
Swifts (Apodidae)  
Satin Swiftlet     Collocalia uropygialis albidior  Endemic ssp. 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres, the grassbird site & Riviere Bleue. 
White-rumped Swiftlet   Aerodramus spodiopygius leucopygius  Endemic ssp. 
Seen at Plage de la Roche Percee & at mangroves in Noumea. 
  
Kingfishers (Alcedinidae)  
Sacred Kingfisher    Todiramphus sanctus canacorum  Endemic ssp. 
Seen on the way to Grandes Fougeres, near the grassbird site & at mangroves in Noumea. 
  
Old World Parrots (Psittaculidae)  
Horned Parakeet      Eunymphicus cornutus   Endemic 
Vulnerable. Seen at Grandes Fougeres & Riviere Bleue. 
New Caledonian Parakeet    Cyanoramphus saisseti   Endemic 
Vulnerable. Seen at Grandes Fougeres & Riviere Bleue. 
Rainbow (Coconut) Lorikeet  Trichoglossus haematodus deplanchii Endemic ssp. 
Seen at several sites around Noumea. 
 
Honeyeaters (Meliphagidae) 
New Caledonian Myzomela    Myzomela caledonica   Endemic 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres & Riviere Bleue. 
Barred Honeyeater     Gliciphila undulata    Endemic 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres & at the grassbird site. 
Dark-brown Honeyeater   Lichmera i. incana    Endemic ssp. 
Seen at the grassbird site, Riviere Bleue & Noumea. 
Crow Honeyeater     Gymnomyza aubryana   Endemic 
Critically endangered. Seen by some at Riviere Bleue. 
New Caledonian Friarbird    Philemon diemenensis   Endemic 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres & Riviere Bleue. 
  
Thornbills and Allies (Acanthizidae)  
Fan-tailed Gerygone    Gerygone f. flavolateralis   Endemic ssp. 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres, Plage de la Roche Percee, Riviere Bleue & at mangroves in Noumea. 
  
Woodswallows (Artamidae)  
White-breasted Woodswallow  Artamus leucorynchus 
Seen on the way to the grassbird site and at Plage de la Roche Percee. 
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Cuckooshrikes (Campephagidae)  
South Melanesian Cuckooshrike  Coracina caledonica    Endemic ssp. 
Seen on the way to Grandes Fougeres and at the grassbird site. 
Long-tailed Triller    Lalage leucopyga montrosieri  Endemic ssp. 
Seen at on the way to Grandes Fougeres, Plage de la Roche Percee & Riviere Bleue. 
New Caledonian Cuckooshrike   Analisoma analis    Endemic 
Seen at Riviere Bleue. 
  
Whistlers and Allies (Pachycephalidae)  
New Caledonian Whistler    Pachycephala caledonica   Endemic 
Seen on the way to Grandes Fougeres, at Riviere Bleue & at mangroves in Noumea. 
Rufous Whistler    Pachycephala rufiventris   Endemic ssp. 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres, Riviere Bleue & at mangroves in Noumea. 
  
Fantails (Rhipiduridae)  
Streaked Fantail    Rhipidura v. verreauxi   Endemic ssp. 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres & Riviere Bleue. 
Gray Fantail     Rhipidura albiscapa bulgeri 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres, Plage de la Roche Percee & at mangroves in Noumea. 
  
Monarch Flycatchers (Monarchidae)  
Southern Shrikebill    Clytorhynchus p. pachycephaloides Endemic ssp. 
Seen at Riviere Bleue. 
Melanesian Flycatcher   Myiagra c. caledonica   Endemic ssp. 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres & Riviere Bleue. 
  
Crows, Jays, and Magpies (Corvidae)  
New Caledonian Crow    Corvus moneduloides   Endemic 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres & the grassbird site. 
  
Australasian Robins (Petroicidae)  
Yellow-bellied Robin    Eopsaltria flaviventris   Endemic 
Seen at Riviere Bleue. 
  
Swallows (Hirundinidae)  
Welcome Swallow    Hirundo neoxena 
Seen on the way to Grandes Fougeres.  
  
Bulbuls (Pycnonotidae)  
Red-vented Bulbul    Pycnonotus cafer 
Introduced. Seen in Noumea. 
  
Grassbirds and Allies (Locustellidae)  
New Caledonian Grassbird    Megalurulus mariei    Endemic 
Heard by the group and only seen by the guide at the grassbird site. 
  
White-eyes, Yuhinas, and Allies (Zosteropidae)  
Green-backed White-eye    Zosterops xanthochroa   Endemic 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres, Plage de la Roche Percee, the grassbird site, Riviere Bleue & Noumea. 
Silver-eye     Zosterops lateralis pinarochrous  Endemic ssp. 
Seen at Grandes Fougeres. 
 
 
  



Tropical Birding                        www.tropicalbirding.com    14 

Starlings (Sturnidae)  
Striated Starling     Aplonis s. striata    Endemic 
Seen at Col de Rousettes. 
Common Myna    Acridotheres tristis 
Introduced. Seen at several sites. 
 
Old World Sparrows (Passeridae)  
House Sparrow    Passer domesticus 
Introduced. Seen at several sites. 
 
Waxbills and Allies (Estrildidae)  
Common Waxbill    Estrilda astrild 
Introduced. Seen at several sites. 
Red-throated Parrotfinch   Erythrura psittacea    Endemic 
Seen at the grassbird site & Plage de la Roche Percee. 
Chestnut-breasted Munia   Lonchura castaneothorax 
Introduced. Seen near Grandes Fougeres & at the grassbird site. 
 
 


