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AncientMurrelet is a target for many on this expedition. Off of Talan we bobbed among hundreds in our Zodiacs.
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INTRODUCTION
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place is true, and yet it is nothing like you may imagine. It blindsides you with constant surprises, and yet it i
comfortingly homely, desp# being undeniably unfamiliar. The people are incredibly friendly, more so than
many other destinations around the globe, and even here in the fafafagast where a culture of paranoia
and suspicion is a way of life strangers are met not with caution and wariness as you might imagine, but wit

open arms, warm smiles and some of the most friendly greetings | have ever experienced.

N
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tastefully refitted expedition vessel, birding this part of the world would be, with no exaggeration, impossible.
The vast majority of sites we visit in this itinerary, and iedeall of our Russian Far East itineraries, are
inaccessible by land and it is only by combination of ship and Zodiac inflatable boat that we are able t
explore in the way that we do.

A small pocket of cold water sitting inside of the Kuril Island cHaondered by the warmer Pacific, the Sea of
Okhotsk is a hidden gem full of palpable history, great wildlife and thick atmosphere. Our adventure began
with a short extensioron the unique island of Sakhalin where we sought local endemics like Sakhalin Leaf
Warbler and Sakhalin Grasshopper Warbler. From here we made our way along the coast northwards to tt
landmark town of Magadan, stopping frequently toare. Our first stop waat Piltun Bay where we cruised
alongside Gray Whales and bobbed below flodksAleutian Ternswhilst in the Shantar Archipelago we
faced thickic®DEAO EAT A EOI AOAAO 1T £ O! OAOGEA OAAI 08 1 EEA
pinnipeds, and a Russian Far East speciality, Ribbon Seal. We also enjoyed watching £©86 O 3 A A
hunting fish in their icy homeland. Further along the coast we made a stop to bird within an abandoned
i El EOAOU AAOAh EZETAET C O0AI 1 AOC8O 7A0AI AOh 3EAAOEA
before pulling into thetowrd £ / EET OOE8 7EOEEI /[ EEI OOE xA xAOQOAEA
a flock of hundreds of Aleutian Terns, and enormous flocks of gulls. We ended the expedition with three
glorious days in clear sunshine along the coast n@dist of Magadan ashat the Yamskie Islands. Our time at
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Grasshopper Warblers, but also for our time spent sitting among a flock of several hundred Ancient Murrelet
a0 OEA OO1 xAT O Aixis8 !'111¢c xEOE 9AT EEAEA EIT OEA

spectacles. Sitting on our Zodiacs in perfect quiet as the alcids start to arrive at their burrows, first in flocks c
tens, then hundreds, and then ddenly the sky is black with auklets, flocks of tens of thousands and a total of
several million.This could only be topped off with a bright day in pristine Taiga forest surrounded by Spotted
Nutcrackers, Brown Shrikes, Siberian Rubythroats, ArcticaAdd P AO8 O 7 AOAT AOOh AT A
Bears. A long King Eider and flocks of hundreds of Goosander saw us out to the port of Magadan.

Tundra, Taiga and ice, the Sea of Okhotsk is as varied as it is stunning, and surely holds some of the great
numbers of birds anywhere on the planet. This is a unique expedition, and one that teams perfectly with the
OAOU AEEAZAOAT O O2EIT C 1T £ &EOAS AGPAAEOEIT OEAO PO
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Sakhalin birding extension

With some time free between the Spirit of Enderby arriving ie fhort of Korsakov and leaving again for the
Sea of Okhotsk expedition it was arranged for the birders leaving the ship, and those joining it, to team up tc
OAOCAO OIT i A T &£ OEA EOI ATAGO AT AATEA AT A OPAAEAI
Starting at the portwe made o® x AU Al 11T ¢ OEA AT AOGO OF T1T1TA 1T A& OE
slightly securitytight area, they found Black-browed Reed Warbler, Spotted Nutcracker, Oriental

" OAAT £ZET AEh %OOAOEAT 3 EOEHRIAM ERAGA EFTALCOMET dhmosadhHNd AA E
had superb views of displayingA OE A1 &.0ovnd &hRldng the coast to a site thale and Chribad

up their sleeves, lunch was taken among a bounty of sin@ilagk-browed Reed Warblersand Black-faced
Buntings, whilst a flyover Eye-browed Thrush provided a little distraction, but not as much as a group of
20+ hauled outargha Sealsdid. With a little time and patience, and a lot of effort from the guides to make
sure everyone saw the birdye also achieved excellent views of theormally ultraskulky Sakhalin
GrasshoppewWarblerh A OAl AOEOAI U OAAAT O OPI EO A&O0I i ' OAUBO
Moving across the road and into an idyllic forestealley weencountered twoEastern Buzzardsbeing
mobbed by aEurasianSparrowhawk and Large-billed Crows whilst closer to Earthve found the endemic

and ordinarilytricky Sakhalin LeafWarbler with fair ease with one bird coming within a few feet of the
ecstatic crowd. Another leaf warbleArctic Warblerwas found in the alley before it came time to leave for

the next site: a town park.

Some town parks are devoid of life, but this is not the case in Yu8aidalinsk where Gagarin Park is an

excellent birding spot."w p— W\ /.., /
Overour time here which o ; 1 ‘AW v

was a mere couple of
hours, wefound stunning
Narcissus  Flycatchers
slightly more drabAsian

1

Brown Flycatchers
Japaneseand Coal Tits,
Eurasian Nuthatch, 1
Eastern Crowned -

Warbler, Russet

away views of the
extremely difficult [
Rufous-tailed Robin, ' »
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Day 1: Port of Korsakov and at Sea

The expedition began in earnest today, with the entire group congregating at the port in the morning ready
to board the ship. After being shown to cabins the expeditioners sipped Ginger Ale in the bar and chattec
through their hopes for the next couple ofeeks. As the ship moved off from the wharf, the bar was deserted
and the ships decks became a vibrant meeting place for all onboard.

Around the port4 AT i ET AEGO #1 Oi I OAT OOh 0 A A EafiiEaBlack-eafedBli€saw " O
us off, and noving through the bay and away from Korsakave tallied Rhinocerous Aukletsin their
hundreds,Short-tailed Shearwatersin their thousands and even a handfulld&rbour Porpoiseand Minke
Whale. After a series of briefings and safety drills the bridge and deck® again became watching posts
where Pacific Fulmar, Ancient Murreletand$ AT 1 8 O efe Gdih vihiBs#Short-tailed Shearwaters
reached numbers above 10,000 individuafguite the spectacle!

The first spectacular dinner of the expedition was ple@ AA ET OEA AOAT ET Ch DOE
3EIi x6h T OEAOxEOA EITT x1 AO OEA OPAAEAO 11 ¢ xEAOA
notes on sightings, species and numbers for the day.

Day 2: Tyuliney Island and at Sea

Wwith instruce 1 1T 6 £0T i 27T AT AU OEAO OEEO 1T OTETCEO 1 AT AL
conditions we were faced with on arriving at Tyuliney Island (or Seal Island), it was with anticipation that mos
expeditioners gathered on the bridge of the ship totalaa small team of staff scout the landing site to see if

it was at all possible to land in the swell, chop and generally messy seas we had been dealt. Unfortunately tt
news came back negative, our first landing of the trip was a no go, however froshtheve enjoyed views of
30AT 1 AO8O 3AA |, EITTOh .1 adEAOIN I BROOS G3 Add pibe Agh)i 101 |
Rhinocerousand Crested Auklets, Glaucousvinged and Black-tailed Gulls O3 OAET A C Avorged s 7
Scotersand lots ofBlack-legged Kittiwake andPacific Fulmar.
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Moving away from Tyuliney the weather failed to cease throughout the day, and it was a bumpy but not
uncomfortable day spent at sea. For those that spent time on the bridge, the rewards were great with
highlights includingAleutian Tern, Great Northern Diver, severalLaysan Albatrossand at dusk even a
handful of Fin Whale giving great views not far off of the ship. Alongside the watching there were also
lectures on seabirds and human history of the region teeatt, as well as more meeting and greeting and
passengers getting to know one another over cups of tea and coffee.

$AU Qg 'O OAA AT A O0EI 6001 " AU
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the ship tundled along the coast whilst weegt a keen look out for anythg of interest. Fortunately wevere
rewarded with good looks aRedil AAEAA OEAI AOI PAh " OO01T T EAE8O ' OEI |
Auklet, Arctic Skua, Blackthroated Diver and even &in Whale

| OOEOET C T £Z& 1T £ O0EI 6001 " AU AEsHA activity AfEhk &XpeditioA @ds |
under way. The target here was to see Gray Whales which come here each year on their lengthy migratio

with some heading eastnd southeast to Mexico, and others thought to head south into the South China
Sea. Fortunately for all we managed to find thr&ay Whaleswhich gave spectacular views and photo
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opportunities, allowing superb looks at these graceful and peaceful gia@Gtiher wildlife was of course
plentiful with hundreds ofAleutian Terns, many flocks ofBlack and White-winged Scoter, Longtailed
Duck, Harlequin Duck,and even some of theongipennigace ofCommon Tern

Back at sea the ship headed further north still toward the island of lony and the evening was spent getting
great looks at new species likeong-billed Murrelet and Horned Puffin whilst old favourites flanked us as
usual including a bounty of\leutian Tems perched on debris wood and logs

Day 4: loney Island

Little more than just a group of rocks laying in the middle of the Sea of Okhotsk, loney is home to tens o
thousands of seabirds and thus presents quite the marvel for the few visitors that HeBbquelitions brings
here each yearthe only operator to do so

Departing the ship and beginning our Zodiac cruise among fog so thick each Zodiac could barely see th
others we eventually found some clear air and started to see some birds. Once we reghehisthnds it
became quite apparent that this is a very special pldc® OT T E A E 8 Goccup@d événAdpdc®they
could whilstCommon Guillemotwere scattered among thenSpectacled Guillemotwere also seen by a few
people, whilst everybody enjoyeché bounty of auklets, witHParakeet, Crested, Leastand the endemic
subspecies ofVhiskeredall being seen extremely well. The Whiskered Auklets here are of particular interest
as they are often touted as being distinct enough to warrant species statileinown right. Featuring more
numerous and longer whisker plumes than the other two races they are particularly engrossing birds. Movin
to the offshore islets &Mongolian Ploverstole our attention aside somearlequin Duckand aRed-necked
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