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A Tropical Birding CUSTOM tour 

THAILAND CUSTOM TOUR 

 
A treasure of Northern Thailand, Hume’s Pheasant. 

 
Tour Leaders: Laurie Ross & Phil Chaon (assited by Wichyanan “Jay” Limparungpatthanakij on the extension to Southern Thailand) 

        All photos in this report were taken by Phil Chaon/Tropical Birding.
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INTRODUCTION 

Thailand is one of those indescribable places. Trying to put it into words after nearly a month in this 
incredibly diverse country I am confronted with a series of stills and images rather than a single coherent 
idea. The towering skyscrapers of Bangkok. White pyramids of salt in the bright mid-day sun 
surrounded by hordes of shorebirds. The unearthly song of gibbons echoing off misty hillsides in the 
early morning. The sweet smell of a warm pine forest and the persistent clear whistles of a Giant 
Nuthatch. Thailand is a kaleidoscope of landscapes, flavors, and bird communities with influences from 
many corners of the continent evident at this crossroads of a nation. All of this combined with a 
whopping 517 bird species seen on tour and it is easy to see why this tour is a favorite for guides and 
clients alike. 

ITINERARY: 

2nd February   Bangkok to Pak Thale 

3rd February   Pak Thale to Kaeng Krachan National Park  

4th February   Kaeng Krachan National Park 

5th February   Kaeng Krachan to Khao Yai National Park  

6th February   Khao Yai National Park 

7th February   Khao Yai National Park 

8th February   Khao Yai to Bueng Boraphet 

9th February   Bueng Boraphet to Doi Inthanon National Park 

10th February   Doi Inthanon National Park 

11th February   Doi Inthanon National Park 

12th February   Doi Inthanon to Doi Chiang Dao 

13th February   Doi Chiang Dao  

14th February   Doi Chiang Dao to Doi Ang Khang  

15th February   Doi Ang Khang to Fang  

16th February   Doi Lang to Thaton  
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17th February   Chiang Saen to Chiang Rai airport flight to Bangkok 

18th February                          Fly to Krabi 

19th February   Khao Nor Chuchi 

20th February   Khao Nor Chuchi  

21st February   Khao Nor Chuchi to Tha Sala 

22nd February   Krung Ching 

23rd February   Nakhon Si Thammarat to Bangkok 

24th February   Departure from Bangkok 

 

TOUR SUMMARY 

DAY ONE (2nd February): 

Our trip began as all trips should, with a hearty breakfast and a good cup of coffee. As we loaded up the vans to 
begin our 23-day, meandering tour of the Kingdom of Thailand we paused to admire a few of the common birds 
on the hotel grounds. For some of us it was a first glimpse of South-east Asian avifauna after a long flight, others 
had spent several days exploring on their own and were familiar with the Coppersmith Barbets, Olive-backed 
Sunbirds and Scarlet-backed Flowerpeckers that brighten the streets of this metropolis. With the proper 
preparation made, we soon found ourselves winding our way out of Bangkok towards the vast complex of 
wetlands at Pak Thale. We did not make it far before making a short stop to visit a mangrove forest only an hour 
or so outside of Bangkok for a visit with some of the special denizens of this threatened habitat. A stroll along 
the high boardwalk at Machai Mangroves gave us some nice eye-to-eye views with cackling Collared 
Kingfishers and spritely Golden-bellied Gerygone. A pair of Racket-tailed Treepies lurked in the dense forest 
and a Mangrove Whistler gave us brief views as bizarre mudskipper fish watched us from below with bulging 
and wary eyes.  

Quickly jumping back in to the vans, we continued southwest along the narrow roads through the endless maze 
of rice-paddies, salt pans and shrimp farms that make up coastal Thailand. With the near constant distraction of 
herons, storks, and kingfishers we arrived at an isolated lake to check for some decidedly less numerous 
waterbirds. A scan of the teeming waters revealed a cohort of new birds. A pair of Black-headed Ibis joined the 
groups of strutting Great Egrets and slinking Chinese Pond-Herons working the flooded grasses right in front 
of us. Behind them, several flotillas of Lesser Whistling Duck, Little and Indian Cormorants worked the open 
water in search of food while elegant Purple Heron, gaudy Painted Storks and a surprise pair of Spot-billed 
Pelicans patrolled the far shore. In the midst of enjoying all this the skies opened up in an unseasonable deluge 
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and we decided to retreat to the shelter of the vehicles and continue toward the shorebird mecca of Pak Thale 
and Laem Phak Bia.   

Almost as soon as it had begun, the rain had dissipated and we arrived a short while later at a small house on 
the back end of a mangrove lined canal. This was the house of the famous Mr.Daeng, ferryman of the Laem 
Phak Bia spit. Descending the ramp behind his house we climbed into several low-riding longtail boats and began 
cruising down a sluggish brown channel between low walls of glossy green mangroves. Gliding along we passed 
White-throated and Black-capped Kingfishers, Little Egrets and some truly massive Asian Water Monitors. 
Just before reaching before reaching the mouth of the mangroves and the low, sandy arm of Laem Phak Bia spit 
beyond Mr.Daeng spotted a Chinese Egret sitting on a branch at eye-level. This vulnerable and oddly 
proportioned heron is one of the main reasons to visit the area and was more than obliging and we drifted by at 
close range. At high tide the spit was barely a sliver but it was absolutely packed with roosting Little, Caspian, 
and Great Crested Terns. A pair of Pacific-Reef Herons fed along the shoreline while groups of small 
shorebirds scurried along the few dry, sandy areas above the waterline. Among the more abundant Sanderling, 
Malaysian Plover and Kentish Plover we spotted our main target for the afternoon – ‘White-faced’ Plover. 
Discovered little more than a decade before, this distinctly patterned form of Kentish Plover is only known from 
a small handful of sites and seems likely to be elevated to species status in the near future. Satisfied we turned 
around and headed back to the dock with time to spare.  

With a few hours of daylight left, we decided to bird as long as there was light and head directly to Pak Thale in 
search of what may be the rarest bird in Thailand. A light drizzle picked up as we arrived at the expansive salt 
pans adding a thin, sticky, boot grabbing, layer to the normally dry clay pathways. Armed with our new, unwieldy 
platform shoes we set out to scour the throngs of shorebirds for our main quarry. Among the thousands of Lesser 
Sand-Plovers, Black-winged Stilts, Curlew Sandpipers, Red-necked Stints and Eurasian Curlews we 
found smaller scatterings of Pacific Golden-Plover, Little Ringed Plover, Far Eastern Curlew and Black-
tailed Godwit. After an hour of searching the light began to fail and  pleased with the incredible array of 
waterbirds present we had found we headed in for the night. A warm shower, our first of many spectacular Thai 
suppers and a few beers put us all in a good mind-set to continue our quest for Spoon-billed Sandpiper in the 
morning. 
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                                 Chinese Egret is rare throughout its range but is reliably found only a few hours from Bangkok! 
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DAY TWO (3rd February): 

We set out in the pale gray of dawn, ready to use every minute of birding light possible. Suited up in some 

innovative, trash bag foot-sleeves we were more than prepared to take on the muck that had sought to thwart 

our previous search efforts. With determination we split up and fanned out across the shorebird-laden expanse. 

With determined strides and rustling plastic footfalls, we quickly added stout-billed Greater Sand-Plover, minute 

Little Stints, twirling Red-necked Phalaropes, dashing Broad-billed Sandpiper, and a single demure Dunlin 

to the growing array of waders present here. Following a promising looking, though narrow, berm across a distant 

salt pan, Laurie picked up a bird feeding with an odd sweeping motion along the edge of a low strip of mud. 

Raising its head for a moment it revealed the odd, spatulate bill that makes this species unique among 

shorebirds. A mixture of quiet awe and excited chatter spread through the group as we one by one locked on to 

two Spoon-billed Sandpipers! We enjoyed walk-away scope views of these unique and critically-endangered 

sandpipers as they fed in front of us. With great relief and excitement, the group left these sandpipers to their 

morning meal and headed off to search for our remaining long-legged target species.   

A few miles and several bird-related highway stops later, we made a quick left onto a particularly productive-

looking dirt road heading out into the Laem Phak Bia salt pans. Despite the impressive list accumulated thus 

far, the new shorebirds just kept coming. Both Spotted and Common Redshanks strode through a shallow 

pool along the entrance road while a muddy and decidedly less brackish field held tiny Long-toed and 

Temminck’s Stints peeking in an out of the dirt clods while a single Wood Sandpiper and lone Ruff towered 

over them. The main pool in the back held hundreds upon hundreds of Great Knots while tucked in a corner, a 

group of Greenshanks slept impossibly sound in the midst of all the commotion. While we waited for them to lift 

their sleeping heads and allow us to check the identity of these lanky tringids we occupied ourselves sifting 

through the thousands of more active birds in the area. We were happy to find Terek Sandpiper sprinting along 

the edge of the pool, it’s crouched posture and upturned bill certainly a strange sight though not odd enough to 

catch the attention of the Eurasian Wigeon (an unexpected winter visitor) resting just above it. Returning our 

attention to the Greenshanks they had awoken sometime in the interim revealing three endangered Nordmann’s 

Greenshank among the Common Greenshanks. With our last major target for the area under our belt we 

returned down the road picking up Bar-tailed Godwit, Javan Pond-Heron and a half dozen stunning Pied 

Avocets before making the long drive to Kaeng Krachan. 

It was late afternoon by the time we arrived. Dropping our bags at Baan Maka, our base for the next few nights, 

we split up and headed to two separate hides for the evening. After being greeted warmly by the enthusiastic 

and bird savvy owners, we walked down a short path to our quiet hide in the woods. On the brief walk we were 

flanked by a noisy group of Greater Necklaced Laughing-Thrush, Greater Flameback and a surprisingly 

sedentary Vernal Hanging-Parrot At first activity seemed slow, enjoying the peaceful forest and steady drip of 

the water meant to attract birds, a Gray-headed Canary Flycatcher sat with us as we waited for birds to arrive. 

Before long activity picked up. A pair of skittish Scaly-breasted Partridges came into feed and Puff-throated 

Babblers worked quietly around the edges.  Our first Red Junglefowl strolled into view and some birds scurried 

along just at the edge of vision. As the afternoon headed to evening, birds became less wary and began to dash 

in to drink water. A shy Siberian Blue Robin came in for a late bath and was soon joined by an obliging White-



Tropical Birding Trip Report  THAILAND: February 2018 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                            +1-409-515-9110                            info@tropicalbirding.com                                                                                                                                                                                                             
      
 
	
	
	 		
 

7 

rumped Shama, a brilliant cerulean Black-naped Monarch and a Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher. Taiga Flycatcher 

and a group of Streak-eared Bulbuls rounded out the group and before we knew it we had run out of light and 

headed back to our lodging for the night. We exchanged notes with the other group over some flavorful green 

curry, brief views of Large Scimitar Babbler and Kalij Pheasant added some variety to their visit. A Collared 

Scops Owl called quietly behind the cabins as we headed to rest before another big day.  

                         

        Spoon-billed Sandpiper is one of the premier Thai birding attractions! This bird alone was worth the trip. 

 DAY THREE (4
th

 February): 

Our third morning began well before sunrise. Anticipating a full day in Kaeng Krachan we had a brief breakfast, 

grabbed our packed lunches and headed to the pick-ups commandeered by our two expert local guides. They 

informed us that heavy rains had closed the road to the summit of the park but luckily there would be more than 

enough to keep us busy for a full day down below. Some folks headed inside the cab while the rest of us piled 

onto the padded benches in the back of the pick up for a brisk and refreshing ride to the national park entrance.  

Stopping at a large clearing just inside the park we had a great view of the forest edge and took some time to 

enjoy the sunrise at this strategic vantage point. Several of the surprisingly abundant Oriental Pied Hornbills 

were announced by their heavy wingbeats long before arriving into view and Greater Flamebacks worked 

animatedly up and down a dead snag. A Crested Serpent Eagle perched in brilliant view along the road. We 

continued along the road, picking up new birds along the way – a long-tailed Green Malkoha crept through a 

viny tangle before coming into view, Green-eared and Blue-eared Barbets were joined by some Blue-winged 
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Leafbirds in the open, their brilliant green managing to stand out against the emerald forest back drop. Gray-

rumped Treeswift perched on a dead limb – it’s impossibly long wings folded behind it.  

We took a brief interlude from birding to check out a troop of White-handed Gibbons watching us from the trees 

on the edge of the road. They paused only briefly before swinging off into the forest with unbelievable agility. 

Before we could give them any more attention, a Blue-throated Flycatcher put us right back on the birds.  

A stop to investigate a calling pair of Black-and-Red Broadbills was interrupted when a group of 15 (!!!) Rusty-

cheeked Hornbills burst into flight from a fruiting fig tree. Closer investigation of the fig tree revealed more 

frugivores including Asian Fairy Bluebird, Thick-billed Pigeon, Black-headed, Black-crested and 

Flavescent Bulbuls. As we watched a small airplane passed low overhead before landing close by. Upon closer 

inspection the massive object that passed overhead was in fact a Great Hornbill! A true forest giant and one of 

the most impressive denizens of these mature forests.  

Climbing slowly up the road we made stops for Dollarbird perched high in a tree and admired the many Hair-

crested and Ashy Drongos along the way.  A small group of Black-and-Yellow Broadbills gave their loud, 

distinctive, ascending calls from the canopy but remained frustratingly obscured, giving only brief looks 

(thankfully we caught up with these later on). Turning from the broadbills we ran into another black and yellow 

bird that was much more cooperative – Sultan Tit! A group of these massive, gold and jet members of the 

chickadee family gave us extended views as they worked actively on a nest above our heads. On that note we 

headed down for a lunch in the shade of the large trees dotting the campground at the first check point. It was 

here we learned that the road to the top was indeed passable and we would be able to reach the high elevation 

specialties found further along.  

Dashing up to the top after lunch we encountered the massive and brilliantly colored Great Barbet, our only 

major stop in our hurry to reach the top. Once we arrived at the summit we relaxed a little, taking some time to 

enjoy a flurry of activity behind the restaurant where birds were dashing from the undergrowth to drink water. 

Mountain, Ashy and Olive Bulbuls waited in attendance as skulkier birds like Eye-browed and Orange-

headed Thrushes, and White-browed Scimitar-Babbler hopped into view. A Streaked Spiderhunter was a 

real crowd pleaser, stopping by to feed on a flowering banana with its impossibly long and curved bill while 

Himalayan Swiftlets twittered overhead.  

With the day getting quickly away from us we turned back downhill. The lack of cars due to the widely reported 

road closure meant some shyer birds had ventured onto the road. On our way down, we encountered 6 Kalij 

Pheasants, a truly remarkable number, allowing great views for everyone who had missed them at the other 

hide the day before. A Black Eagle made a few passes over the road and a few mixed flocks added birds like 

Yellow-bellied Warbler, White-throated Fantail, Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo and Brown-rumped Minivet 

to our day list. A pair of massive Mountain imperial Pigeons sat perfectly still  just above the road and couldn’t 

be bothered to move as we passed by.  
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Before we knew it, we were back at the clearing where our day began. As evening came we watched several 

Black-thighed Falconets hunting around the clearing before heading to roost. These Lilliputian predators sat 

vigilant, soaking in our admiration and undoubtedly striking terror in the hearts of large insects.  We drove back 

to Baan Maka in the waning light, the distinctive silhouette of a Greater Racket-tailed Drongo providing our last 

new bird for the day. 

DAY FOUR (5
th

 February): 

A more leisurely start this morning, we took a little time to bird the grounds at Baan Maka. As we took our time 

eating breakfast a few Lesser Necklaced Laughing-Thrushes had a much more hurried meal – gobbling down 

mouthfuls of banana before noisily returning to the forest. Close scrutiny of the large flocks of dapper Chestnut-

tailed Starlings revealed several White-shouldered Starlings feeding alongside them in the brilliant orange 

flowers of the flame trees. We searched for thick-knees due to a recent tip, and while we never found them, we 

did find eight displaying Indochinese Bushlarks, hovering overhead in full song. Nearby a Burmese Shrike 

kept watch from a high perch and a few Thick-billed Warblers flew between patches of scrub. Eurasian 

Hoopoe flew up off the ground, circling around with lazy, flopping wingbeats before landing in the thorny brush. 

Further wandering produced a flock of Plain-backed Sparrows which seemed name-defyingly attractive in their 

suits of russet orange and pale lemon-yellow. Just as things were starting to warm up and we were heading back 

to the car we spotted a pair of bulky Vinous-breasted Starlings – a definite surprise and a reminder that there 

are unusual birds around every corner in Thailand.  

Making our way towards Khao Yai National Park some sharp-eyes and quick driving brought us to a productive 

rice field where we were able to watch a mixed flock of Baya, Streaked and Asian Golden Weavers raiding 

the ripening crop. The bulkier weavers were aided by tiny Scaly-breasted and Chestnut Munia too. We didn’t 

make it far before making another rapid roadside bird stop to admire a Yellow Bittern sitting in the open in the 

sunshine, seemingly confident it was still totally unseen. As we were all soaking in this normally cryptic species, 

an even more skulky wetland species burst from the tall grass in the form of Ruddy-breasted Crake. Some 

quick bird-dogging produced a second look at the bird for the rest of the group and we were back in the vans.  

Moving along we reached the main area of the Nong Pla Lai Paddies, an area of agriculture that is famously 

attractive to wintering birds. There were birds in every direction we scanned of the mosaic of flooded, burnt, 

drying, or fallow rice paddies. Asian Openbill dominated the scene, unfathomably common for such a large bird. 

However, Cattle, Little, Intermediate, and Great Egrets were also abundant, providing a nice comparison 

between these species. Among the masses of Whiskered Terns and other waterbirds we picked out a Gray-

headed Lapwing standing close to shore – a nice last surprise. Leaving the paddies, we stopped for lunch at a 

well shaded, open-air restaurant. The late-morning heat was perfect for soaring raptors and the large kettle of 

Black Kites and Asian Openbills were joined by a pair of Greater Spotted Eagles.  
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Orange-headed Thrush is an uncommon and secretive winter visitor to Thailand.  

The variety and variability in wintering species is one of the things that makes birding in Thailand so exciting! 
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The adaptable and abundant Asian Openbill makes use of the extensive rice and agricultural lands in Thailand and is a constant fixture on our tour! 
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The rest of the day was spent crossing Bangkok and heading north towards Khao Yai National Park. Arriving 
in the evening we had just enough time to check a spot outside the park. Standing on the edge of the tall dry 
forest listening to the constant, rhythmic calls of Lineated Barbets, the first of the Red-breasted Parakeets 
started to arrive at their roosts, a great close to our day and hint of what was to come.   

DAY FIVE (6th February): 

Driving out in the early morning we made the effort to arrive at the popular Khao Yai NP by first light to take full 
advantage of the wide variety of birds found here. Covering some ground ,we reached our first stop at dawn. 
Pausing at a large vista, we waited as the birds began to wake up. Nearly the first bird we saw was a Wreathed 

Hornbill soaring through the valley below – a great omen of things to come. The bird activity picked up quickly 
with groups of Blue-winged and Golden-fronted Leafbirds passing through the clearing in the company of the 
complimentary Scarlet Minivets.  Taking a short walk to a nearby fruiting tree (the locations of which are 
invaluable) we found the massive fig alive with dozens of Thick-billed Pigeons, Asian Fairy Bluebirds, 

Oriental Pied Hornbills and multiple Great Hornbills.  

Stopping at a forest track a little further down the road we took some time to leave the road and walk through 
this impressive forest. Far below the canopy of these gnarled giants we encountered another noisy group of 
Sultan Tits, while a Moustached Barbet and some Gray-eyed Bulbuls enjoyed small fruits higher in the trees. 
Moving stealthily in the dense forest we managed a short view of a Siamese Fireback picking up fallen fruit 
before running off. As we walked along the narrow track in hopes of refinding the Fireback we could hear 
movement in the undergrowth. Following the sounds over the booming calls of Mountain Imperial Pigeons, we 
began to encounter lots of fresh sign alerting us to a group of Asian Elephants just off trail. Stepping down a 
narrow side-track we caught a glimpse of the herd moving though a thickly vegetated ravine below, moving 
shockingly silently through the tangled forest.  

We left the deep forest for some more productive edge birding. The isolated and mistletoe laden trees held 
energetic clusters of Plain, Fire-breasted and Yellow-vented Flowerpeckers. A small flock along the edge of 
the campground added Green-billed Malkoha, Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, Abbott’s Babbler and Eastern 
Crowned Warbler to the mix. We were drawn away from the flock by the odd croaking chatter of a party of 
Common Hill Myna. A quick search of this group of these oddly adorned mynas revealed a pair of smaller and 
more brilliantly colored Golden-crested Myna. A short stop by a shady stream was a good spot for a quick 
encounter with a pair of Slaty-backed Forktails which landed briefly on the rocks before giving a long high 
whistle and continuing along their linear territory.  

Heading to the cafeteria to sample the overwhelming array of lunch options, we picked out small portions of a 
half dozen dishes (and took note of a half dozen more to try tomorrow). Wrapping up our meal and re-energizing 
with some Thai iced coffee, a Blue Rock Thrush landed on the roof reminding us that there was still plenty more 
birding to do. 
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We decided to avoid the heat of midday and head up to the high point of the park and see what birds were 
enjoying these cooler climates. Before we even began to drive the sharp switchbacks uphill we ran into another 
productive part (Khao Yai is a place where it always pays to drive with your windows down).  In a few short 
minutes we had managed to draw in the core of the flock and get some uncharacteristically obliging views of 
White-crested and Black-throated Laughingthrushes and White-browed Scimitar-Babbler – all big, bold, 
and charismatic species in their own right. The mob of large, loud core birds was accompanied by a supporting 
cast of Pin-striped Tit-Babblers, sky-blue Verditer Flycatchers, Two-barred, Yellow-browed and Sulphur-

breasted Warblers. 

Tearing ourselves away from the distraction we headed up slope where the cool air of the summit (and maybe 
another coffee) was a pleasant break. A small fruiting tree nearby held remarkably close Hainan Blue 

Flycatcher, Moustached Barbet and Black-throated Sunbird, and a Radde’s Warbler poked around in the 
undergrowth.  

A small boardwalk led to a beautiful valley vista where some patient scanning produced a distant “three-pointer” 
pair of Wreathed Hornbills and a single Asian House Martin. Just passed the vista a brilliant Red-headed 
Trogon gave some stunningly close views.  

On our way back down a chattering group of warblers and bulbuls alerted us to the presence of a Collared 

Owlet which put up with a fair amount of harassment from the smaller birds before finally taking off.  

Arriving at a large pond in the late afternoon we awaited the arrival of some of Thailand’s most impressive aerial 
acrobats. Soon several large swifts came screaming overhead. A small group of Brown-backed Needletails 
had arrived to drink and bathe for the evening. Among the planets fastest birds, the needletails spent a half an 
hour circling low over the water at dizzying speeds, splashing and banking and chattering right in front of us.  

With the swifts departed we headed down the road to a clearing for a last bit of evening birding. Standing on the 
edge of a large clearing we heard the persistent tooting of a Collared Owlet and the distant calls of a Brown 

Boobook and with that the light was gone and it was time to exit the park. Driving out the dark road some of us 
enjoyed good views of a Large Indian Civet along the roadside while others caught a glimpse of a nightjar 
passing in front of the vehicle.  
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A group of angry songbirds is usually the first clue that there is a Collared Owlet sitting quietly nearby. 
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DAY SIX (7th February): 

Our second day in Khao Yai NP was one of the most unforgettable days I have had anywhere in Thailand and 

a clear demonstration of why Khao Yai is one of the premier birding sites in the country.  

A fellow Tropical Birding guide had informed us earlier that Coral-billed Ground Cuckoos were visiting an area 

just below a campground to feed on mealworms. One of the most legendary and normally one of the most 

secretive birds in Thailand, our reconnaissance visit the day before informed us that the cuckoos were indeed 

still visiting but that unfortunately we would need some sort of blind in order to see them. Thankfully, some 

ingenuity and a generous hotel restaurant provided us with several large table-cloths that would work. With our 

makeshift gear in order we headed into the park to search for pheasants on the road early on our way to the 

ground cuckoo. A short early morning walk produced some Puff-throated Babblers that practically ran across 

our feet but with a distinct lack of pheasants we decided to continue onwards to the campground. 

Passing by a small lake, we were shocked to see a group of Dhole lounging on the shore in the morning sun. 

These rare and secretive wild dogs seemed in no hurry to start their mornings and in the end, we were the ones 

who had to get up and leave in order to keep on schedule. However, the mammals seemed quite determined to 

throw us off our schedule and not more than two miles down the road a huge male Asian Elephant stood in the 

open, quite close to our vehicle. We noted the odd wet spots of hormonal discharge at the animal’s temples, a 

clear sign this animal was in musth – a periodic testosterone spike that makes bull elephants particularly 

aggressive. While the elephant was looking for a fight, we decided we would rather look for a cuckoo instead.  

Arriving at the campground, we moved down the path to the viewing area quietly and set up our makeshift blind 

as quickly as possible. Peeking over the top of the tablecloths, our feet protruding below, we hoped this would 

be enough to make the mythically shy Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo feel at ease. We waited. A White-rumped 
Shama enjoyed some meal worms, as did a Siberian Blue Robin, and an Orange-headed Thrush but after 

half an hour, still no sign of the cuckoo. Then a large shape crossed the back of the clearing, it had to be the bird 

but the views were so brief. After a few agonizing minutes, a Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo stepped into view 

not 10 meters away. This long-legged phantom of the forest was just standing there, directly in front of us, eating 

meal worms, completely unconcerned thanks to our excellent disguise. Every moment we waited for the bird to 

spook, to turn and bolt off into the forest, but after ten minutes it sauntered slowly back into the forest, wholly 

unconcerned.  

It was barely nine in the morning and we had already had one of the best days of wildlife viewing I have 

experienced, at this point everything that followed would just be a bonus. We decided to continue to try our luck 

on the summit road in hopes of running into another mega. While we combed through a large flock looking for 

any scarce members, one of our group made the important decision to check our surroundings. While we were 

transfixed on bulbuls and warblers, a male Silver Pheasant was strolling calmly up the road. By the time we all 

realized what was going on it had disappeared off to the side but thankfully had not gone far. Catching up with 

the bird only a few meters off the road we all had relaxed views of the pheasant picking through the leaf-litter, 

and thanks to the steep slope of the hill it was nearly at eye-level! Unbelievable!  
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We spent the last part of the morning checking the summit again for any new activity. Claudia’s Leaf Warbler 
provided a novel Phylloscopus for the trip as we sipped some coffee. A quick check of the vista brought some 

excitement in the form of a Mountain Hawk Eagle. And just like that we were ready to wrap our whirlwind 

morning and head to lunch.  

While we had clear meal plans it appeared that once again the parks megafauna was conspiring to keep us from 

staying on track. Rounding a corner, we encountered a group of cars and a park roadblock in place. As a ranger 

explained that there were two Asian Elephants fighting on the road and it was closed, we heard a commotion 

in the distance. A group of tourists came running from around a bend in the road as a bull elephant charged off 

the road and into the forest close behind them. For several minutes we heard trees breaking and crashing in the 

undergrowth before the elephant reemerged. It was the same elephant from this morning, only now it was 

covered in blood and missing a tusk! We watched for the next hour as the apparent loser paced agitatedly, 

occasionally breaking branches and causing general destruction before he finally sulked off into the woods.  

With the road reopened we finally arrived at lunch, hungry, energized, and still trying to process the morning we 

just had. We had some animated conversation about the nature of elephant duels and whether there were any 

other secretive birds we could possibly hope for. Wrapping up our second lunch at the cafeteria (without 

managing to try all the dishes we had hoped to) we headed back to the vans. Upon arrival we realized that a van 

window had been left cracked and a marauding Pig-tailed Macaque had managed to enter and go through our 

bags! Aside from a little mess, a pilfered bottle of sunscreen and some devoured bananas (a terrible stereotype 

but true) the van was relatively unscathed. 

We decided the mid-afternoon heat was best avoided and headed for the shade of a forest trail to see if we could 

find anything new. A terribly quiet walk produced very little and we were just preparing to turn around when a 

loud two-note call sounded nearby – Blue Pitta! As we worked closer to the sound a second, and then a third 

individual started calling, all coming closer to each other. Hoping to get a glimpse of the pitta we tried several 

different angles as the bird called maddeningly close, seeming to pass by undetected and resume calling 

somewhere else. After some incredibly close brushes and few glimpses by one or two individuals we decided to 

throw in the towel. Certainly not an atypical pitta experience – they usually win.  

By this point it was fairly late in the afternoon. A quick check of the vista near the entrance had many of the 

previous days frugivores along with some Scarlet and Brown-rumped Minivets. A White-rumped Munia sat 

inconspicuously in a tree and a brilliant Asian Emerald Cuckoo overhead was a real crowd pleaser. With 

evening approaching we began our slow exit of the park. As we passed a large stand of flowering bamboo Laurie 

noted several birds feeding in the upper reaches. We both knew what that could mean. Turning around we 

parked and found that there were indeed several Pin-tailed Parrotfinches feeding on this sporadic and highly 

localized food source. These highly nomadic, rainbow-colored finches are usually only found where flowering  

bamboo is present and as flowering bamboo is infrequent and unpredictable, finding them can be extremely 

difficult. After savoring one last unexpected and awe-inspiring wildlife encounter, we wrapped up an unforgettable 

day in Khao Yai.            
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DAY SEVEN (8th February) 

Today was mostly spent making the long drive to Bueng Boraphet. Before starting the drive in earnest though, 
we made a quick stop at a small temple nearby. Climbing the beautifully adorned staircase that wound around 
the rugged limestone massifs we searched the rocky escarpments for a short while before finding our target – 
(Rufous) Limestone Wren-Babbler. We took a moment to watch several individuals of this endemic subspecies 
creep around the jagged limestone outcroppings before continuing on our way.  

After our long drive we arrived at Thailand’s largest freshwater lake to enjoy a relaxing cruise through the shallow 
waters and seas of floating lotus that are home to thousands of wintering water birds. Sitting aboard the large, 
flat-bottomed barges we maneuvered through the maze of aquatic vegetation that was home to secretive Black-
browed and Oriental Reed Warblers, Yellow Bitterns and Striated Grassbirds.  The Gray-headed 
Swamphens and impossibly large footed Pheasant-tailed and Bronze-winged Jacanas proved much more 
obvious as they stood in plain view on the mats of floating vegetation surrounded by thousands of herons, 
openbills, cormorants and Glossy Ibis. We picked up speed as we crossed the open water.  Zipping past the 
long snake-like necks of the Oriental Darters that protruded from the water’s surface, we angled the boats 
purposefully toward a distant corner of the lake.  

Cutting the engines, we drifted to shore and hopped out, scopes at the ready, to search out a rare an infrequent 
visitor to Thailand. The back pond held large rafts of Lesser Whistling Ducks, Northern Pintail, and 
Ferruginous Duck as well as single Garganey and Cotton Pygmy Goose. In amongst the other waterfowl 
floated the birds we were searching for – 3 Baer’s Pochard sat on the open water! Perhaps rarer than Spoon-
billed Sandpiper, seeing multiple individuals of this critically endangered duck was a real treat and added an 
unexpected highlight to an already wonderful stop.   

Crossing the lake once more we encountered Black-shouldered Kite and Eastern Marsh Harrier moving 
gracefully above the marshes. A Gray-headed Lapwing stood vigilantly on the shore and a small rice paddy 
held a variety of shorebirds including a few close but cryptic Common Snipe. With time running short we turned 
back to the dock, flushing a Cinnamon Bittern from the reeds along the way. Our arrival on the shore was 
heralded by the loud squonk! of several Black Crowned Night-Herons heading out for the night to feed.  

We followed suit and headed to our hotel for a nice rooftop meal that included a rather spectacular crispy duck 
entrée. 
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(Rufous) Limestone Wren-Babbler is overdue for a split and poised to become Thailand’s only endemic bird! 



Tropical Birding Trip Report  THAILAND: February 2018 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                            +1-409-515-9110                            info@tropicalbirding.com                                                                                                                                                                                                             
      
 
	
	
	 		
 

22 

DAY EIGHT (9th February): 

Dawn found us in the presence of giants. We had come to a small crocodile farm to investigate the edges of 
Bueng Boraphet before travelling north to Doi Inthanon. As we pulled into the parking lot a Japanese 
Sparrowhawk was still on its roost from the night before where it sat for a moment before taking off. The large 
fenced pool beyond was not only teeming with rare Siam Crocodiles but also a surprising variety of waterbirds. 
The sticks protruding from the pond provided nice perches for Common, White-throated and Pied Kingfishers, 
and a few Pink-necked Pigeons. A Stork-billed Kingfisher was less interested in sticking around and rocketed 
through area, its’ massive coral-red bill gleaming. In the dense marsh grasses opposite the pond boisterous 
groups of Yellow-bellied Prinia and Chestnut-capped Babblers popped in an out of view. A pair of Pallas’ 
Grasshopper-Warblers were just as vocal but much less present on the visible spectrum. The vegetation on 
the far side held two more Yellow Bitterns and a lone Black Bittern flushed up into a bush where it remained 
in the open for a few moments before vanishing, wraith-like, into the shadows. Finishing our circuit of the pool, 
Freckle-breasted Woodpecker tapped busily on a dead limb. Before departing we took a moment to stroll 
around the visitors center where large tanks displayed the wide variety of bizarre fish that made the murky waters 
of Bueng Boraphet their home.  

Unfortunately, it was now time for us to make the long drive north to Doi Inthanon. After a few short roadside 
stops for Black Baza and Purple Sunbird we made it to the Inthanon Highland Resort in the early evening. After 
setting down our bags and stretching our legs around the beautiful grounds, we sat down for what surely ranked 
as one of the best meals on a trip highlighted by fantastic cuisine. The Hung Lay curry, a northern specialty, is 
certainly not to be missed and for those looking for a break from Thai food, they have a fried pork dish that is out 
of this world.  

DAY NINE (10th February): 

Before we could put down our forks, owls were calling. Spotted Owlet and Brown Boobook called from the 
trees on the hotel grounds just as we were finishing breakfast, but the mountain was calling and we had to leave.  

Our ninth day of birding began in earnest a short ways below the summit of Doi Inthanon. We exited the vans 
into the cold crisp air at the heights of Thailand’s highest mountain just as the sun was rising. With warm sunshine 
at our backs we worked through a flurry of flock activity along the road, getting our first taste of northern montane 
birding. There were birds everywhere – tiny olive Phylloscopus warblers swarmed insect-like through the trees 
with a mix of Davison’s Leaf Warbler, Hume’s Warbler, and Yellow-browed Warbler present. Mountain and 
Striated Bulbuls fed in fruiting trees higher up in the company of a Golden-throated Barbet. Several of the 
undeniably charming Yellow-bellied Fairy-Fantails bounced through at eye-level and it was no wonder the 
accidental portmanteau of “Yellow-bellied Fairytail” stuck for the rest of the trip. Groups of heavy-bodied 
Speckled and Ashy Wood-Pigeons crossed by on their morning commute. A few of the Speckled Wood 
Pigeons were kind enough to pause and give us longer looks – the thin branches bowing under their weight. An 
aptly named Vivid Niltava made a quick appearance in the morning sun, introducing us to what must have been 
a previously undiscovered shade of blue.  
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A few brightly colored Yellow-bellied Flowerpeckers, Yellow-cheeked and Yellow-browed Tits rounded out 
the flock activity before we continued the short distance to the summit of Doi Inthanon.  

A quick warm-up with a much-needed cup of coffee introduced as to some more mountain specialties. Jewel-
like Gould’s and Green-tailed Sunbirds glittered as they fed in flowering shrubs near the coffee stand. A few 
Eye-browed Thrushes quietly scarfed down berries above us while we waited for folks to finish a quick restroom 
stop. The discovery of a Blue Whistling-Thrush behind the men’s room resulted in the whole group charging 
over to tick this brilliant bird in a rather unusual place.  

Descending the path beyond the coffee stand we entered the cool mossy forest and the famous boardwalk that 
transected its boggy depths. Strolling among the epiphyte laden branches we encountered more sunbirds in the 
company of Ashy-throated Warbler, Chestnut-tailed Minla, Japanese White-eye and Rufous-winged 
Fulvetta. Rufous-throated Partridge called nearby – as we scanned the forest floor for them we added the 
oddly shaped Dark-sided Thrush and minute White-browed Shortwing to the growing list of specialties. 
Several Snowy-browed Flycatchers bobbed enthusiastically along the railings and just like that it was time to 
head down slope to Mr.Daeng’s for lunch.  

Post-meal birding took us up a piney slope in search of more mixed flock birding. The mountain continued to be 
good to us with another large flock almost as soon as we stopped. Black-eared and Clicking Shrike-Babblers, 
Blue-winged Minla, Hume’s Treecreeper, and Silver-eared Mesia were all nice additions from a few hours of 
productive flock birding.  

Abandoning the flocks for some more targeted searching, and in hopes of avoiding the weekend crowds, we 
headed to a distant corner of the park to check a waterfall. The small waterfall did indeed hold our main target 
the bold and lively White-capped Redstart, a specialist of swift streams.  

Not wanting to squander the good luck we had been having we exited the park and headed to a small observation 
tower near our hotel. Within a few minutes we were treated to great views of a flock of the rare and delicately 
patterened Blossom-headed Parakeets that make the foothills their home. Over dinner that night we took a 
little time post-meal to catch up with the owls we had missed predawn. A perfect way to end the day. 
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White-capped Redstart was formerly called River Chat, an allusion to it’s affinity for swift waters. 
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DAY TEN (11th February): 

On our first day in Doi Inthanon we had learned that, unfortunately, the entire park road would be closed until noon today to accommodate 7,000+ 
Thai cyclists who had arrived for a bike race up the mountain! This meant that instead of our usual morning of birding in the park we had the chance 
to either relax at the resort or explore some new habitats in the hills behind the lodge.  

Driving through a patchwork of small farms, mango orchards and patches of woodland we were surprised to see a group of Blossom-headed 

Parakeets passing overhead. That seemed like a good indication that the forest here was worth checking. Walking a small motorcycle track through 
some dense secondary growth we were treated to nice views of Pied and Gray Bushchats, Gray-capped Pygmy Woodpecker and a few Crested 

Treeswifts. A series of noisy harsh calls alerted us to the presence of a flock of corvids moving through the area. With a lot of possibilities, we were 
eager to track them down for a closer look. A Red-billed Blue-Magpie eluded most of us but a pair of the brilliant and normally shy “White-faced” 
Eurasian Jays took a moment to check out the group of intruders before disappearing down slope. With the day warming up we headed back to the 
vehicles. Strategically parked near a large flame tree we checked the dense clusters of orange flowers for any unusual avian visitors. Among the 
usual collection of Black Drongo, Great and Common Myna, and Chestnut-tailed Starling we picked out a pair of Rufous Treepies, another large 
and boldly patterned corvid. Satisfied with our morning outing we returned to the lodge for an early lunch.  

The afternoon was spent exploring the mid elevations of the park in search of flocks. Our searching was relatively unproductive until we reached the 
Jeep Track. Here we found a very large flock and managed to turn up some good birds including, Rufous-backed Sibia, Martens’s Warbler, Gray-

chinned Minivet, Bronzed Drongo and Chestnut-vented Nuthatch. Heading down slope we took a brief stroll near an impressive waterfall and 
found a pair of miniscule Plumbeous Redstarts feeding from exposed rocks in the rushing water.  

We continued downslope and out of the park. Driving through town we stopped by a store to pick up a few cold drinks and headed out to a small 
reservoir. Watching the sun sink down behind the oddly shaped summit of Doi Inthanon, we enjoyed a refreshing beverage and waited for dusk. 
Shortly, we heard the distant calls of nightjars and before long we were watching as the glowing ruby-bright eyes of Large-tailed Nightjars moved 
low over the water.  Before long more than a dozen Large-tailed Nightjars were all around us, swooping close and disappearing into the night. A 
Savannah Nightjar briefly joined the group, making several close passes. Thrilled with the experience we began our drive back. However, no more 
than 500 meters down the road we encountered an Indian Nightjar sitting in the middle of the road. After close views of this beautiful, subtly-patterned 
nightbird we wrapped up what was surely one of the most magical experiences of the trip.  
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Encounters with nightjars are often little more than a persistent call accompanying a rapidly passing silhouette,  

thankfully this Indian Nightjar was more than obliging. 
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DAY ELEVEN (12th February): 

Having covered the upper parts of the mountain well, we spent our final morning at Doi Inthanon exploring the 
dry Dipterocarp forest at the mountains base. Due to camping activity, we skipped a stream that sometimes 
holds Black-backed Forktail and headed directly out a dusty road to check out a roosting site for some tiny 
terrors. Waiting near the side of the road we kept a careful eye on the entrance to a small cavity about an inch 
across. Soon the first miniature black-and-white raptor head popped out, followed by four more in quick 
succession as a group of Collared Falconets left their communal roost. We spent the next hour or so watching 
them as they hunted, preened and basked in the tops of a bare tree. One individual even repeatedly grabbed 
large dead leaves and flew around with them, presenting them to the obviously larger female in a rarely seen 
courtship display. While we enjoyed the falconets a pair of Black-headed Woodpeckers stopped by. Our other 
main target for this area, the bold patches of crimson, emerald, saffron and onyx feathers adorning this bird place 
it among the most spectacular members of this family in the world. With both targets under our belt and the road 
ahead we set off for Mallee’s Nature Bungalow in the shadow of Doi Chiang Dao.  

Arriving in the heat of the mid-afternoon we decided it would be good to bird smarter, not harder. We checked in 
and took a pleasant afternoon nap before heading out to bird the rice paddies nearby. An hour driving the paddies 
produced some nice birds including Common Buzzard and Oriental Honey-Buzzard circling overhead, some 
large, piebald, Black-collared Starlings, a Greenish Warbler, a Crimson Sunbird, and a flock of Gray-
headed Lapwings. Venturing off the road along a narrow path we flushed a pair of Pin-tailed Snipe and with 
tomorrows early wake up in mind, called it a day.  

DAY TWELVE (13th February): 

Our morning began well before dawn. Loading up in a set of pick-up trucks we began our journey up the winding 
mountain road in order to reach our target site by dawn. In what seemed like no time at all we had reached a 
grove of small pines high on the slopes of Doi Chiang Dao. As the day brightened, the birds began to quickly 
wake up. The large number of dead limbs proved to be great at attracting Velvet-fronted and Chestnut-vented 
Nuthatches, Gray-capped and Stripe-breasted Woodpeckers. It wasn’t long before the real star arrived in 
the form of the fantastically over-sized Giant Nuthatch. A true goliath among the family, it paraded around, 
bouncing from branch to branch, circling the tops of dead snags and leaving after a quick but satisfying visit. A 
few more minutes around this site netted us Large Cuckooshrike and a stunning red and royal blue Chestnut-
bellied Rock Thrush.   

A short drive brought us to the end of the road and the start of the summit trail. As we enjoyed breakfast, we also 
kept a watchful eye on the margins of this large and extremely birdy clearing. Another key fruiting tree was a 
magnet for nearby birds with Sooty-headed, Flavescent, Black and Mountain Bulbuls, Japanese Tits, and 
Slender-billed Oriole all visiting. A Gray-backed Shrike patrolled the edges of the clearing while some Maroon 
Orioles passed overhead.  
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As we set off down the summit trail, a group of long-winged Cook’s Swifts passed low above us and a pair of 
Gray Treepies watched warily from a nearby pine. It was one of those mornings where it was too birdy to move 
very far, a problem none of us seemed to mind. We spent some time picking through a mixed flock, admired 
some exquisitely patterned Orange-bellied Leafbirds and chanced upon a resting Oriental Turtle Dove before 
beginning our descent.  

Covering some ground to reach a different set of birds at mid-elevation stopping as soon as we heard activity. 
Carefully combing through the more common Yunnan Fulvettas, Striated Yuhinas and various bulbuls we 
picked out a skulking Gray-throated Babbler. Moving further down slope we keyed in on the call of a Speckled 
Piculet. With a little work we all managed to get good looks at this dwarf woodpecker. Significantly smaller than 
the Giant Nuthatch it was certainly a contrast of extremes between the two families.  

After the long and early day on the mountain we took some time back at Mallee’s to sort ourselves out, take a 
rest and regroup. Feeling refreshed and with the sun a little lower, we walked a short ways to bird the spectacular 
temple grounds at the end of the road. Reaching a long, winding set of stairs we began to climb through the 
forest to the temple grounds. Thankfully the birds kept the pace leisurely as we stopped to check out Blue-
bearded Bee-eater among many other species on the way up. Reaching the high golden parapets of the temple 
at Tham Pha Plong we relaxed and drank in our surroundings. The ornate carvings and lushly forested valleys 
made an impressive backdrop for the Rosy Minivets, Velvet-fronted Nuthatches and Golden Babblers that 
make this place their home. Knowing we would be back in the morning and with the promise of a good meal and 
a comfortable bed in the near future, we made our way back down the mountain.  

DAY THIRTEEN (14th February): 

Enjoying a slightly later start, we all made our way back to Wat Tham Pha Plong for another dose of birding in 
one of the most peaceful places I have ever been. After once again climbing the stairs, we spent a while relaxing 
at the top of the temple and watching the aerobatic displays of hundreds of  House Swifts as they moved in 
tight formation around the tall golden spires. As we scanned from our excellent vantage point a Pin-tailed Pigeon 
flew by all too briefly. Thankfully Maroon Oriole, Blue-throated Barbet and Black-throated Sunbird all took a 
more leisurely approach, spending the long languid morning carefully feeding among the flowering trees. We 
descended as morning prayers began behind us.  Passing through the tangled forest and passed Buff-breasted 
Babbler and Striped Wren-Babbler on our way out, we said goodbye to our wonderful host Mallee and loaded 
the vans for our journey to Doi Ang Khang. 

After a series of switchbacks up the impossibly steep slopes of Doi Ang Khang and stopping briefly for a 
cooperative Gray-faced Buzzard we arrived just in time for lunch on the balcony of the spectacular Ang Khang 
Nature Resort. Having sampled some delicious Northern Thai specialty dishes, we went out in search of some 
equally tantalizing Northern Thai specialty birds.  
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A true behemoth among the family, we were lucky to encounter Giant Nuthatch at three different sites in Northern Thailand! 
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Our first site was off limits due to a VIP visitor (a Thai princess no less), and so we headed to another well-known 
spot. Arriving at a small lodge with a lovely array of feeders, we were greeted and shown to the viewing area. 
After taking our positions, the owner placed out several bananas and we waited. Before long a few chunky 
thrushes hopped out of the forest and began kicking around in the leaf-litter on the edge of the feeding area. We 
watched good numbers of Eye-browed and Black-breasted Thrushes feeding along the edge before the first 
of the bulbuls arrived at the feeding area. Rambunctious groups of Red-whiskered and Sooty-headed Bulbuls 
were quickly joined by some smart-looking Brown-breasted Bulbuls, a bird which barely makes it over the 
border into this section of Thailand. Meanwhile the thrushes grew bolder and ventured down to the bananas to 
feed. Suddenly birds scattered and a stocky black-and-silver bird landed at the feeding station. We were looking 
at Gray-winged Blackbird, a bulky and handsome thrush that shows up only every few years in Thailand, a 
true surprise. With satisfying views of our targets, we walked a short way to a nearby waterfall where we had 
close and prolonged views of a resident White-capped Redstart and a female Daurian Redstart!  

Having cleaned up at Baan Luang we continued on to a small patch of bamboo at the Doi Ang Khang Royal 
Projects. Taking a short drive through the blossoming orchards we parked at a roadblock, (apparently the 
princess was staying here as well and her security was everywhere). Thankfully, they decided we looked 
harmless enough and allowed us to pass the buildings to a small patch of bamboo where we took a seat and 
waited for our next target to arrive. It didn’t take long before an inky blue-black White-tailed Robin emerged 
from the forest in search of mealworms. A few minutes feeding ravenously and flashing its long snowy-white tail 
at us and the robin left, fully satiated. Satiated ourselves we decided to give the checkpoint (our first attempted 
stop) another try with the remaining hour or so of daylight.  

We arrived to a totally different scene. Now completely deserted, the decorations adorning the check point 
flapped loosely in the breeze, petals covered the ground and a second throne facing out towards Myanmar had 
a cold cup of tea resting on its arm. With the coast clear we headed to our spot, arranged ourselves near a 
favored perch, and within moments a stunning male Daurian Redstart had arrived. Visiting several times, we 
were all glad to have multiple opportunities to observe another dapper and uncommon winter visitor to Thailand. 
Nearby we saw the equally uncommon but much less dapper Yellow-streaked Warbler and an equally dapper 
but much more common Long-tailed Shrike. Despite a few earlier hiccups, things had gone better than we 
could have imagined, with spectacular views of all targets. We paused briefly on the way back to watch a crimson 
sun dip below the pine covered ridges of Myanmar and to toast a successful day.  

DAY FOURTEEN (15th February): 

Another full morning of birding Doi Ang Khang. The location was the same but today we moved away from 
feeding stations, and back to the search for the diverse mixed flocks that make birding the tropics so much fun.  

With only a few main targets left for the mountain, we arrived at a small patch of pines near another checkpoint 
just after first light. After a short while we achieved our goal and vastly improved on our already solid looks at 
Giant Nuthatch with an individual visiting several dead snags right at eye level in the gorgeous morning light.  
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This Daurian Redstart was such a major attraction, even the Thai Royal Family had to make a visit! 
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Venturing slowly down the road, we picked up Gray-sided Thrush and Striated Bulbul on our way to a campsite 
with some productive edge habitat. Enjoying some spectacular mountain vistas, we worked the edge until we 
found a large flock working the edge of the clearing. Moving noisily through the underbrush, the flock was 
comprised mostly of larger birds – just what we had been hoping for. Among the Silver-eared 
Laughingthrushes we found targets one by one – popping out of the brush, disappearing, being replaced by a 
new bird. Gingery Rusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babblers were replaced by wide-eyed and neatly marked 
Spectacled Barwings which were in turn succeeded by boldly marked White-browed Laughingthrushes. With 
the flock scrutinized at a satisfactory level, we headed in the direction of some interesting calls. The vocalizations 
were clearly recognizable as Scarlet-faced Liocichla the real trick was getting eyes on these masters of elusion. 
Spreading out to get the most possible angles, we eventually found a gap where we could see a pair sitting and 
calling below us in the dense brush. These large olive birds seemed to be blushing crimson with embarrassment 
at having failed to evade us as we one by one observed them through a narrow window. Able to take no more 
attention they returned to the dense tangles they seemed to prefer to the limelight.  

Able to think of no birds we were missing we returned back down the mountain to Fang. Reaching Fang 
surprisingly early we still had more than half a day of birding time. With plenty of time to spare we took some 
time to visit a local market near our hotel to pick up food for our breakfast and lunch tomorrow. 

With some ice-cold cups of fresh coconut water in hand we headed off to explore Doi Lang. After a steep climb 
up the hill (thankfully without luggage in the van) we rose above the hot valley floor and entered some dry pine 
forest. Pulling off on the side of the road we found our next target impatiently waiting for us. A tiny Ultramarine 
Flycatcher perched on a low conifer limb, and since that moment I have been unable to think of a single bird 
that looks better in a suit of blue and white.  

Further down the road we stopped to check out a second feeding area where a steady stream of birds visited 
including White-gorgeted Flycatcher, Rufous-bellied Niltava and Silver-eared Laughingthrush. Strolling to 
our next stake out we encountered a little pocket of bird activity that was highlighted by a brilliant lemon-crested 
Greater Yellownape – another one of Thailand’s more spectacular woodpeckers. A brief check of a small 
clearing revealed a brilliant Himalayan Bluetail, a flighty Slaty-blue Flycatcher, a White-bellied Redstart and 
an exceptionally bold and vocal Spot-breasted Parrotbill. This large, comical passerine perched at point blank 
range singing its heart out for nearly fifteen minutes. Truly a great introduction to this quintessentially Asian group 
of birds. Our final roadside stake-out produced a bird that at first seemed wholly unremarkable. Then the 
Siberian Rubythroat pulled the same amazing trick his has countless times and turned around. Fantastic to 
watch this drab, unassuming bird transform into a real stunner with a simple change of perspective. As we 
headed back down we made one final stop to admire a huge cloud of Cook’s Swifts feeding low along the 
ridgeline. Always wonderful to have an opportunity to appreciate what incredible aerial acrobats the swifts truly 
are, and proximity makes all the difference. With our day done we returned to Fang for dinner at a local Japanese 
restaurant. We were pleasantly surprised by the excellent quality of the food in this small far-flung town and all 
got some much-needed rest before another early start.  
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This incredibly handsome Ultramarine Flycatcher was a frontrunner for bird of the trip! 
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DAY FIFTEEN (February 16th): 

We had to arrive in the dark. Seeing as we had an hour to drive to reach a stakeout for one of our most-wanted 
Thai birds, everyone was more than willing to make the early start that would give us the best odds at success.  

Climbing the steep slopes of Doi Lang, this time, with luggage (apologies to our driver Som Sok) we flushed a 
Gray Nightjar off the road, our first bird of the day. Eventually, we arrived at a seemingly unremarkable point in 
the road in the dark and after positioning our vans to function as blinds - we waited. As the dim light of morning 
arrived we saw two large shapes on the edge of the road in the distance, a quick look with binoculars revealed 
that they were indeed Hume’s Pheasants! As the morning grew brighter, the birds drew closer, culminating in 
the male displaying several times in full morning sun mere meters away! Honestly it would be obscene to ask for 
a better experience with these birds and as dawn turned solidly into morning, they left us.  

Having cleaned up quite well at the feeding stations the day before left us plenty of time to bird along the road. 
Working our way towards the Myanmar border we searched for key flowering trees and hoped for mixed flocks. 
Right near the border checkpoint, things picked up and we found a productive tree with a miniscule, tuxedoed 
Little Pied Flycatcher sallying from the branches. A bizarre member of the bulbul family, Crested Finchbill, 
perched on the roadside. Just beyond a Black-throated Tit was surprisingly sedentary as we watched this tiny, 
boldly patterned and decidedly cute bird foraged alongside us for several minutes. With many in the group being 
particularly intrepid eBirders we could resist the opportunity to pass another check station and bird a short section 
of road that strayed into Myanmar, picking up a dozen or so species for our new country list. Returning to the 
feeding stations we took time to check out Crested Bunting, Large Cuckooshrike and the incredibly skulky 
Aberrant Bush Warbler along the way. After taking some more time to enjoy and photograph the rubythroats, 
niltavas, bluetails and flycatchers of the day before, we couldn’t think of a better spot to have lunch than in the 
company of the Ultramarine Flycatcher. Enjoying fresh fruit and baked goods from the market in the warm, 
sweet pine-scented mountain air, we were also treated to one more encounter with the supposedly rare Giant 
Nuthatch.  

Following lunch, we spent the early part of the afternoon driving to our accommodations at Maekok River 
Resort. Arriving in the heat of the afternoon we all took the opportunity to spend some time relaxing and enjoying 
our luxurious accommodation. Nothing like a cup of good coffee from an armchair on a shady porch to properly 
reflect on two weeks of rewarding and fast-paced birding.  

Some of the group were so comfortable that they elected to spend the rest of the afternoon having some well-
deserved downtime. The rest of us set out into the Tha Ton rice paddies in search of a few more birds in the 
evening. Navigating a maze of farm roads, we ended up at a nice overlook of the Maekok River. Scanning the 
distant banks, we saw a group of tiny tern-like birds in flight, Small Pratincoles! These odd, surprisingly aerial 
members of the shorebird family feed mainly on the wing along the water’s edge. A more careful inspection of 
the shoreline revealed even more of these well camouflaged anomalies positioned among the rocks, including 
some quite close by.  
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With a little more time to spare we took a last drive through the winding farm roads and were rewarded with a 
roosting party of Yellow-breasted Buntings. Formerly abundant, these lemon-chested denizens of farm country 
are now critically endangered and may not be making their annual journey from northern China to south-east 
Asia for much longer. On the drive home we took some time to reflect on how fortunate we have been to share 
space with some truly, globally rare species on this tour.  

Well-camouflaged amongst the rocks, this Small Pratincole was the cutest cobble-stone on the beach. 

 

DAY SIXTEEN (17th February): 

After an early drive towards Chiang Rai, our final morning in northern Thailand began with a misty sunrise over 
the Mekong River. Gazing across into Laos, we soaked in the scene and after watching a Gray-throated Martin 
patrolling the banks we moved to nearby Nong Bong Khai for breakfast along the lakeshore.  
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After a breakfast among a multitude of familiar waterbirds, we took a short stroll on a floating walkway with hopes 
of encountering some shy marsh birds. We quickly found both White-browed and Ruddy-breasted Crake in 
the dense vegetation before continuing around the lake. Passing by scores of herons, lapwings, kingfishers, stilts 
and swamphens we eventually spotted a distant group of ducks. With some spur of the moment rerouting we 
found a small road through some pineapple fields that led us directly to the shoreline closest to this mass of 
waterfowl. A careful scan of the thousands of Lesser Whistling Ducks revealed dozens of Indian Spot-billed 
and Ferruginous Ducks, a mass of Northern Pintail, a few Northern Shoveler and a pair of brilliantly colored 
Ruddy Shelducks.  

With our departure time rapidly approaching we left the lake and made a quick stop for one last bird before 
returning to Bangkok. A quick search revealed a couple secretive and range-restricted Baikal Bush Warblers 
lurking in the dense brush. And with that it was time for us to fly back south, vote on some favorite birds and rest 
up for the southern extension.  

DAY SEVENTEEN (18th February): 

After bit of a late morning and a leisurely breakfast our group reconvened. A few of our group had headed home 
but we were now joined by local bird guru and expert guide Wichyanan “Jay” Limparungpatthanakij. As a team 
of three guides we felt more than ready to tackle the dense Sundaic forest of southern Thailand. And with that 
we headed back to the airport for our flight down to begin the southern leg of our tour. A few hours later we found 
ourselves in Krabi, a bustling city in the heart of southern Thailand. With a whole fresh landscape, cuisine, and 
of course a new set of birds to explore we were eager to begin.  

After waiting out the heat of the day getting settled in our hotel we headed down to the docks to bird the extensive 
mangroves around Krabi. While we had briefly strolled through the edge of the mangroves our first day of the 
tour, we were now about to experience them in a whole new way.  

Climbing aboard our long boats a massive White-bellied Sea Eagle cruised overhead as we set out into the 
winding labyrinth of channels that made up the Krabi mangroves. We drifted by a roosting Barn Owl peeking 
out of a high limestone cliff. As we pulled off the main channel our captain took us to take a look at a snoozing 
Mangrove Viper. Continuing along, we found new birds lurking along the margins - Ashy Tailorbirds chattered 
back and forth, a pair of Ruddy Kingfishers called in the distance, and a Blue-eared Kingfisher allowed a brief 
approach before retreating back to the shadows. Korean Flycatcher and Sakhalin Leaf Warbler peered out of 
the forest while some Rufous-bellied Swallows swooped low over the muddy water. As the tide dropped, 
massive Brown-winged Kingfishers began to appear along the water’s edge – massive crimson bills shining 
in the late afternoon sun. As the day grew later we heard the distinctive call of a Mangrove Pitta deep in the 
mangroves. Positioning ourselves along the shoreline a pair of pittas approached in response to call but after an 
hour of the birds calling just out of view we had little to show for it aside from a few flashes of movement. Happy 
with our haul and knowing we had another shot at the pitta in the morning, we headed back for a seafood dinner 
at a floating restaurant in town.  
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The name Brown-winged Kingfisher really doesn’t do justice to this impressive chocolate and caramel king of the mangroves. 
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DAY EIGHTEEN (19th February): 

Our first full day in the south began along the Krabi Mangrove boardwalk for some clean-up birding. The high 
boardwalk and low canopy put us in perfect position to see many of the birds moving through the mangrove 
interior. A pair of Streak-breasted Woodpeckers called noisily from a low exposed perch, a few Arctic and 

Sakhalin Leaf Warblers gleaned insects along small branches and Yellow-vented and Olive-winged Bulbuls 
also made appearances.  

Toward the back of the boardwalk we came across another calling Mangrove Pitta – the bird was maddeningly 
close but we couldn’t find it – this time it had forsaken the tangled roots of the mangrove for their dense canopy. 
We paced back and forth along the boardwalk searching for this persistently calling specter of the swamps. 
Finally, we found a tiny window where we could see the pitta perfectly positioned, singing away. Only problem 
was, some folks weren’t quite tall enough to see the window – a few minutes of scrounging later though and we 
had an appropriate step up to give some added height. With everyone getting scope views of our main target we 
decided to make the drive to Khao Nor Chuchi stopping to check out a soaring Blyth’s Hawk Eagle along the 
way. 

Despite the midday heat when we arrived, everyone was eager to begin exploring the Sundaic forest and so we 
dropped our bags and set off to explore a forest track. While things seemed quite we began to slowly amass a 
solid list of new birds. A wide variety of new bulbuls were present, safety-vest bright Orange-bellied 

Flowerpecker were a new but ever-present fixture, Little and Purple-naped Spiderhunters finally exposed us 
to some of the diversity of this family. A little farther along, we spotted an elegant and well-marked Whiskered 
Treeswift perched in a tree. We watched it for an extended period as it would make feeding runs on impossibly 
long and slender wings before returning to the same perch to preen its glossy blue-black feathers. A group of 
oddly bat-like Silver-rumped Spinetails swirled around above us. A brilliantly colored Banded Woodpecker 
put on a show for us in a late afternoon shower while some folks took a break from the heat and watched a movie 
in our luxurious rental van.  

After a relaxed dinner we headed back into the forest for a brief round of owling. We were treated to great looks 
at two Brown Wood Owls, that after initially being called in, escorted us down the road hooting loudly.  
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Orange-bellied Flowerpeckers are delightfully common in the forests of Southern Thailand 
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DAY NINETEEN (20th February): 

Like many lowland tropical forest, the Sundaic forests of southern Thailand are characterized by intense bursts 
of activity in the early morning and relatively quiet periods in the middle of the day. With this in mind we were 
excited for our first dose of early morning birding at Kha Nor Chuchi. Heading down a small road bisecting the 
forest we immediately chanced on a large mixed troop of bulbuls and babblers – we quickly added Scaly-
crowned, Chestnut-winged and Ferruginous Babblers, pinpointing each one as they picked through the 
underbrush or the soaring vine tangles. A minute and striking Gray-and-buff Woodpecker gave prolonged 
scope views as it fed over the road in the early morning sun. 

A short walk down a side-track netted us a brilliant Van Hasselt’s Sunbird among the range of new 
flowerpeckers and warblers we were encountering. Returning to the main track we heard a bird calling in the 
forest – a rising yodel, like a miniature Tarzan – Green Broadbill. With some sharp eyes and a collaborative 
effort with directions we all managed to get great views of this pair of chunky, mohawked broadbills – their 
unearthly green putting the surrounding verdant forest to shame! By this point it was starting to get hot and quiet 
and like the birds we decided to take an extended mid-day break and get back at things in the later afternoon.  

After a long, shady lunch, some naps, and some time photographing birds on the hotel grounds, we drove to 
explore a different section of forest. A tiny Rufous Piculet searched for food animatedly in a high vine tangle 
while Rufous-tailed Tailorbird darted around below. A Crow-billed Drongo represented our last potential 
drongo species for the trip and a Thick-billed Flowerpecker was a nice surprise among a small bird wave we 
encountered. Heading back to the vans we could hear a pair of Black-and-Yellow Broadbills calling back and 
forth across the road. With a little searching we located these stocky, multi-colored forest clowns staring down 
at us from an exposed perch. After being largely eluded in Kaeng Krachan we were finally all able to enjoy 
prolonged looks at one of South East Asia’s classic birds. With a spectacular array of sunflower yellow, sunset 
pink and that unbelievable sky-blue bill, this charismatic denizen of the deep woods was a clear choice for bird 
of the trip in the south. Nothing pairs with redemption quite like some cold drinks, so we headed back to lodge 
to celebrate.    
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Peering down from above, Black-and-Yellow Broadbill is one of those birds that must be seen to be believed. 
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DAY TWENTY (21st February): 

We returned to the area of Khao Nor Chuchi we had visited the previous afternoon to see what might be present 
in the early morning flurry of avian activity. We had barely exited the vehicle when we looked up to see a pair of 
small, crested Buff-rumped Woodpeckers enjoying the first rays of morning light. Nearby, a pair of richly 
colored Chestnut-breasted Malkohas slunk through a vine tangle giving a little taste of the diversity of these 
long-tailed forest cuckoos (some in our group were strongly reminded of the Squirrel Cuckoos of South and 
Central America). 

Amazingly stealthy for such a large bird, we lost track of the Chestnut-breasted Malkohas as they drew back 
deeper into the vegetation. While attempting to relocate them, we encountered yet another Malkoha – Raffle’s 
Malkoha. A Malkoha in name alone, these sneaky, sinuous, cinnamon colored birds are not closely related to 
others in the group and are sometimes referred to by the more alliterative moniker Raffle’s Rhinortha. Whatever 
you call it, this one was surprisingly cooperative and allowed us to appreciate the bright accents of its coral-red 
bill, and pale chartreuse orbital skin. 

Continuing down the track we added Spectacled and Gray-cheeked Bulbuls and Moustached Babbler to our 
already extensive list of species in these families. Flushing from the grassy center of the road, a pair of bafflingly 
arboreal Forest Wagtail became our 500th species of the tour! With the day heating up, we took some time to 
soak in more extended looks at Black-and-Yellow Broadbill before wrapping up our time at Khao Nor Chuchi. 

After packing up at the Morakot Resort we drove across the peninsula to our new base at Yoeser Beach Resort. 
While some of us opted to go directly to the resort and relax for the afternoon, the rest of the group headed 
directly to Krung Ching for some late afternoon/evening birding. Those who went to Krung Ching got an early 
introduction to some of the birds we would see the following day. Leaving after dusk we were lucky enough to 
encounter a massive Indian Giant Flying Squirrel. Gliding between the trees, these oversized sciurids looks 
like a soaring doormat with a bushy tail! Truly bizarre!  

DAY TWENTY-ONE (22nd February): 

Our final full day was spent exploring the forests of Krung Ching. Making our drive up to the forest we had 
breakfast just inside the park entrance at a large vista with good views of the surrounding forest. From our 
strategic vista we soon came upon a group of Banded Broadbills - another new member of this spectacular 
family, just as impressive as the Black-and-Yellow Broadbills that were also frequenting the area. A large 
flowering tree was productive for spiderhunters (another group that reaches peak diversity on the Thai-Malay 
Peninsula) as Little, Yellow-eared and Gray-breasted Spiderhunters all visited in quick succession. 

Moving along, we spent some time at an incredibly busy fruiting tree on the open and birdy grounds of the park 
headquarters. A constant stream of hungry birds gorged themselves on the small orange fruits. Among the ten 
(!!!) species of bulbul visiting the tree we found several beautiful and boldly marked Scaly-breasted Bulbuls. A 
pair of hefty, butter-streaked Gold-whiskered Barbets joined the mix, followed shortly by two sedate Sooty 
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Barbets. After pulling Greater and Lesser Green Leafbird out of the frenzy we decided to start climbing the 
paved track into the heart of the forest.  

The next few hours on the trail were likely the most rewarding of our entire visit to Southern Thailand. Several  
Square-tailed Drongo Cuckoos called loudly along the trail and an amethyst-colored Violet Cuckoo moved 
among the viny tangles overhead. A boisterous brigade of Gray-headed Babblers foraged around our feet in a 
small clearing and a Black Hornbill gave a few booming croaks from a nearby ridge. A Rufous-winged 
Philentoma sat languid over a bubbling stream while the rare Maroon-breasted Philentoma sat 
inconspicuously nearby. Near the top of the trail we encountered a party of Black-throated Babblers and Fluffy-
backed Tit-Babblers that seemed to have forgotten that they are supposed to be skulky and secretive. After 
some unparalleled views of these two difficult species we began to descend the trail. Part way down a 
spectacular Red-bearded Bee-eater called from a towering fig tree. Thinking we had missed this species for the 
tour we were thrilled to catch up with it here. It was just about time to head into town for lunch but not before one 
more cracking bird – a tiny Scarlet-rumped Trogon sitting motionless on a low branch across the trail. Some 
great birds take some searching but sometimes you just walk into them! 

After a delicious lunch in a tiny local restaurant (featuring the best Som Tum papaya salad I have yet 
encountered) we returned to the headquarters area for some lazy afternoon birding. Stretched out on a shady 
lawn we waited for birds to come to us, keeping a semi-watchful eye on our favorite fruiting fig. Sooty, Blue-
eared, Red-crowned, and Gold-whiskered Barbets moved clumsily among the branches and a steady stream 
of bulbuls came and went despite the midday heat.  A Green Iora fed in an adjacent tree and a Spectacled 
Spiderhunter probed at heliconia flowers with its’ long, curved bill.  

With the afternoon growing late, we returned to our overlook to hold a vigil for any passing hornbills. We found 
a nice Red-billed Malkoha in the canopy of a tree down in an adjacent valley. The Banded Broadbills from 
earlier continued to entertain us as we waited. We heard a distant group of White-crowned Hornbill but 
unfortunately, they never budged from the ancient trees that ensconced them. We were soon distracted by some 
much more immediate and urgent vocalizations that heralded a group of four Dusky Broadbills. Flying from 
perch to perch in tight circles around us, cackling with grinning bubblegum pink bills, the large black Dusky 
Broadbills were an entertaining bookend to the troop of Banded Broadbills from the early morning. As dusk 
turned into night Brown Boobook and Collared Scops called from the nearby trees and we headed back to a 
large forest stream to try for one final species.  

Sitting patiently near the water’s edge we listened and scanned the perimeter of the clearing for our target. After 
several minutes a series of deep hoots sounded nearby. Turning our flashlight beams in that directions, a Buffy 
Fish-Owl sat, perfectly illuminated, staring back. After a few moments looking at each other we switched off the 
lights and walked off into the dark, leaving the owl to search for its’ aquatic prey. A truly spectacular end to an 
incredible day of birding.  
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Banded Broadbill was one of four species of broadbill we encountered at Krung Ching. 
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The Dusky Broadbills weren’t the only ones grinning after the fantastic interaction we had with these comical and charismatic birds. 
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DAY TWENTY-TWO (23rd February): 

For our final morning, we all opted for a well-deserved break. A few of us went swimming, some walked along 
the beach, the diehard few did some sea watching (from the comfort of a nice shady chair of course). A few 
Bridled Terns flew out amongst the waves. We spent a little time going over the last few weeks, but it was still 
too early to really be able to process and reflect on the stunning array of experiences we had. So instead we 
said see you later and departed for Bangkok.  

Top 5 birds of the trip;                                    

1.  Spoon-billed Sandpiper                                         
2.  Hume’s Pheasant 
3.  Collared Falconet 
4.  Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo 
5.  Ultramarine Flycatcher 

 

Bird List; 

(Using Clements, version 2017).   H = Heard only 

Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl (Anatidae)  
 
1.  Lesser Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna javanica 
2.              Ruddy Shelduck                         Tadorna ferruginea 
3.  Cotton Pygmy-Goose  Nettapus coromandelianus 
4.              Indian Spot-billed Duck               Anas poecilorhyncha 
5.  Northern Shoveler              Anas clypeata 
6.              Northern Pintail                           Anas acuta 
7.  Garganey   Anas querquedula 
8.              Eurasian Wigeon                        Anas penelope 
9.              Ferruginous Duck                       Aythya nyroca 
10.              Baer’s Pochard                           Aythya baeri 
 
 
Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies (Phasianidae)  
 
11.  Rufous-throated Partridge  Arborophila rufogularis 
12.  Scaly-breasted Partridge  Arborophila chloropus 
13.  Red Junglefowl                Gallus gallus 
14.  Hume's Pheasant   Syrmaticus humiae 
15.  Silver Pheasant                Lophura nycthemera 
16.  Kalij Pheasant    Lophura leucomelanos 
17.              Siamese Fireback                                    Lophura diardi 
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Grebes (Podicipedidae)  
 
18.  Little Grebe    Tachybaptus ruficollis 
 
Storks (Ciconiidae)  
 
19.  Asian Openbill    Anastomus oscitans 
20.  Painted Stork    Mycteria leucocephala 
 
Cormorants and Shags (Phalacrocoracidae) 

 
21.  Little Cormorant                Microcarbo niger 
22.  Indian Cormorant   Phalacrocorax fuscicollis 
 
Anhingas (Anhingidae)  
 
23.  Oriental Darter                Anhinga melanogaster 
 
Pelicans (Pelicanidae) 
 
24.              Spot-billed Pelican                                   Pelecanus philippensis 
  
Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns (Ardeidae)  
 
25.  Yellow Bittern    Ixobrychus sinensis 
26.              Cinnamon Bittern                                     Ixobrychus cinnamomeus 
27.  Black Bittern    Ixobrychus flavicollis 
28.  Gray Heron    Ardea cinerea 
29.  Purple Heron    Ardea purpurea 
30.  Great Egret    Ardea alba 
31.  Intermediate Egret   Mesophoyx intermedia 
32.  Chinese Egret                 Egretta eulophotes 
33.  Little Egret    Egretta garzetta 
34.  Reef Egret    Egretta sacra 
35.  Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 
36.  Chinese Pond-Heron   Ardeola bacchus 
37.  Javan Pond-Heron   Ardeola speciosa 
38.  Striated Heron                Butorides striata 
39.  Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax 
 
Ibises and Spoonbills (Threskiornithidae)  
 
40.             Glossy Ibis                                                 Plegadis falcinellus 
41.             Black-headed Ibis   Threskiornis melanocephalus  
 
Osprey (Pandionidae)  
 
42.  Osprey     Pandion haliaetus 
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Hawks, Eagles, and Kites (Accipitridae)  
 
43.  Black-shouldered Kite               Elanus caeruleus 
44.  Oriental Honey-buzzard               Pernis ptilorhynchus 
45.              Jerdon’s Baza                                          Aviceda jerdoni 
46.  Black Baza                            Aviceda leuphotes 
47.  Crested Serpent-Eagle              Spilornis cheela 
48.  Mountain Hawk-Eagle              Nisaetus nipalensis 
49.              Blyth’s Hawk-Eagle                                 Nisaetus alboniger 
50.  Greater Spotted Eagle              Clanga clanga 
51.              Black Eagle                                             Ictinaetus malaiensis 
52.              Booted Eagle                                          Hieraaetus pennatus 
53.  Gray-faced Buzzard              Butastur indicus 
54.  Eastern Marsh-Harrier             Circus spilonotus 
55.  Pied Harrier              Circus melanoleucos 
56.  Crested Goshawk             Accipiter trivirgatus 
57.  Shikra               Accipiter badius 
58.  Chinese Sparrowhawk             Accipiter soloensis 
59.  Black Kite    Milvus migrans 
60.  Brahminy Kite    Haliastur indus 
61.  Eastern Buzzard   Buteo japonicus 
62.              White-bellied Sea Eagle                          Haliaeetus leucogaster 

 
Rails, Gallinules, and Coots (Rallidae)  
 
63.  White-breasted Waterhen  Amaurornis phoenicurus 
64.  White-browed Crake   Amaurornis cinerea 
65.  Ruddy-breasted Crake               Zapornia fusca 
66.  Gray-headed Swamphen  Porphyrio poliocephalus 
67.  Eurasian Moorhen   Gallinula chloropus 
68.  Eurasian Coot    Fulica atra 
 
Stilts and Avocets (Recurvirostridae)  
 
69.  Black-winged Stilt   Himantopus himantopus 
70.              Pied Avocet                                              Recurvistrostra avosetta 
 
Plovers and Lapwings (Charadriidae) 

 
71.  Black-bellied Plover   Pluvialis squatarola 
72.  Pacific Golden-Plover   Pluvialis fulva 
73.  Gray-headed Lapwing               Vanellus cinereus 
74.  Red-wattled Lapwing   Vanellus indicus 
75.  Lesser Sand-Plover   Charadrius mongolus 
76.  Greater Sand-Plover   Charadrius leschenaultii 
77.  Malaysian Plover   Charadrius peronii 
78.  Kentish Plover    Charadrius alexandrinus 
79.  Little Ringed Plover   Charadrius dubius 
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Jacanas (Jacanidae)  
 
80.  Pheasant-tailed Jacana  Hydrophasianus chirurgus 
81.  Bronze-winged Jacana  Metopidius indicus 
 
Sandpipers and Allies (Scolopacidae)  
 
82.  Whimbrel    Numenius phaeopus 
83.  Far Eastern Curlew    Numenius madagascariensis 
84.  Eurasian Curlew   Numenius arquata 
85.  Black-tailed Godwit   Limosa limosa 
86.  Bar-tailed Godwit   Limosa lapponica 
87.  Ruddy Turnstone   Arenaria interpres 
88.  Great Knot     Calidris tenuirostris 
89.  Ruff     Calidris pugnax 
90.  Broad-billed Sandpiper               Calidris falcinellus 
91.  Curlew Sandpiper   Calidris ferruginea 
92.  Temminck's Stint   Calidris temminckii 
93.  Long-toed Stint                Calidris subminuta 
94.  Spoon-billed Sandpiper                Calidris pygmea 
95.  Red-necked Stint   Calidris ruficollis 
96.              Little Stint                                                 Calidris minuta  
97.  Sanderling    Calidris alba 
98.              Red-necked Phalarope                            Phalaropus lobatus 
99.              Common Snipe                                        Gallinago gallinago 
100. Pin-tailed Snipe                                        Gallinago stenura 
101. Terek Sandpiper   Xenus cinereus 
102. Common Sandpiper   Actitis hypoleucos 
103. Green Sandpiper   Tringa ochropus 
104. Spotted Redshank   Tringa erythropus 
105. Common Greenshank               Tringa nebularia 
106. Nordmann's Greenshank   Tringa guttifer 
107. Marsh Sandpiper   Tringa stagnatilis 
108. Wood Sandpiper   Tringa glareola 
109. Common Redshank   Tringa tetanus 
 
Buttonquail (Turnicidae) 
 
110. Barred Buttonquail                                   Turnix suscitator 

 
Pratincoles and Coursers (Glareolidae) 

 
111. Small Pratincole   Glareola lacteal 
 
Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers (Laridae)  
 
112. Brown-headed Gull   Chroicocephalus brunnicephalus 
113. Little Tern    Sternula albifrons 
114. Gull-billed Tern                Gelochelidon nilotica 
115. Caspian Tern    Hydroprogne caspia 
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116. Whiskered Tern                Chlidonias hybrida 
117. Common Tern    Sterna hirundo 
118. Great Crested Tern   Thalasseus bergi 
119. Bridled Tern                                             Onychoprion anaethetus 
 
Pigeons and Doves (Columbidae)  
 
120. Rock Pigeon    Columba livia 
121. Speckled Wood-Pigeon               Columba hodgsonii 
122. Ashy Wood-Pigeon                                  Columba pulchricollis 
123. Oriental Turtle-Dove                                Streptopelia orientalis 
124. Red Collared-Dove   Streptopelia tranquebarica 
125. Spotted Dove    Streptopelia chinensis 
126. Asian Emerald Dove   Chalcophaps indica 
127. Zebra Dove    Geopelia striata 
128. Pink-necked Pigeon   Treron vernans 
129. Thick-billed Pigeon   Treron curvirostra 
130. Yellow-vented Pigeon                              Treron seimundi 
131. WHPin-tailed Pigeon   Treron apicauda 
132. Wedge-tailed Pigeon   Treron sphenurus 
133. Mountain Imperial-Pigeon  Ducula badia 
 
Cuckoos (Cuculidae)  
 
134. Coral-billed Ground-Cuckoo                    Carpococcyx renauldi 
135. Greater Coucal                Centropus sinensis 
136. Lesser Coucal    Centropus bengalensis 
137. Raffles’s Malkoha                                     Rhinortha chlorophaea 
138. Red-billed Malkoha                                  Zanclostomus javanicus 
139. Chestnut-breasted Malkoha                    Phaenicophaeus curvirostris 
140. Green-billed Malkoha   Phaenicophaeus tristis 
141. Asian Koel    Eudynamys scolopaceus 
142. Asian Emerald Cuckoo                            Chrysococcyx maculatus 
143. Violet Cuckoo                                          Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus 
144. Banded Bay Cuckoo   Cacomantis sonneratii 
145. Plaintive Cuckoo   Cacomantis merulinus 
146. Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo              Surniculus lugubris 
147. Large Hawk-Cuckoo   Hierococcyx sparverioides 
 
Owls (Strigidae)  
 
148. Barn Owl                                                  Tyto alba 
149. Collared Scops-Owl (H)       Otus lettia 
150. Buffy Fish-Owl                                          Ketupa ketupu 
151. Collared Owlet                Glaucidium brodiei 
152. Asian Barred Owlet   Glaucidium cuculoides 
153. Spotted Owlet    Athene brama 
154. Brown Wood-Owl                                    Strix leptogrammica 
155. Brown Boobook                                       Ninox scutulata 
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Nightjars and Allies (Caprimulgidae)  
 
156. Gray Nightjar                                           Caprimulgus jotaka 
157. Large-tailed Nightjar              Caprimulgus macrurus 
158. Indian Nightjar                                         Caprimulgus asiaticus 
159. Savannah Nightjar                                  Caprimulgus affinis  
 
Swifts (Apodidae)  
 
160. Silver-rumped Spinetail                            Rhaphidura leucopygialis 
161. Brown-backed Needletail  Hirundapus giganteus 
162. Himalayan Swiftlet   Aerodramus brevirostris 
163. Germain's Swiftlet   Aerodramus germani 
164. Pacific Swift                                              Apus pacificus 
165. Cook's Swift    Apus cooki 
166. House Swift    Apus nipalensis 
167. Asian Palm-Swift   Cypsiurus balasiensis 
 
Treeswifts (Hemiprocnidae)  
 
168. Whiskered Treeswift                                Hemiprocne comata 
169. Crested Treeswift              Hemiprocne coronata 
170. Gray-rumped Treeswift              Hemiprocne longipennis 
 
Trogons (Trogonidae)  
 
171. Scarlet-rumped Trogon                            Harpactes duvaucelli 
172. Red-headed Trogon   Harpactes erythrocephalus 
173. Orange-breasted Trogon  Harpactes oreskios 
 
Hoopoes (Upupidae)  
 
174. Eurasian Hoopoe   Upupa epops 
 
Hornbills (Bucerotidae) 

 
175. Black Hornbill (H)                                     Anthracoceros malayanus 
176. White-crowned Horbill (H)                        Berenicornis comatus 
177. Great Hornbill    Buceros bicornis 
178. Rusty-cheeked Hornbill                            Anorhinnus tickelli 
179. Oriental Pied-Hornbill   Anthracoceros albirostris 
180. Wreathed Hornbill   Rhyticeros undulates 
 
Kingfishers (Alcedinidae)  
 
181. Common Kingfisher   Alcedo atthis 
182. Blue-eared Kingfisher                              Alcedo meninting 
183. Banded Kingfisher   Lacedo pulchella 
184. Brown-winged Kingfisher                         Pelargopsis amauropetra 
185. Stork-billed Kingfisher                              Pelargopsis capensis 
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186. Ruddy Kingfisher                                     Halcyon coromanda 
187. White-throated Kingfisher  Halcyon smyrnensis 
188. Black-capped Kingfisher               Halcyon pileata 
189. Collared Kingfisher   Todiramphus chloris 
190. Pied Kingfisher                Ceryle rudis 

 
Bee-eaters (Meropidae)  
 
191. Red-bearded Bee-eater               Nyctyornis amictus 
192. Blue-bearded Bee-eater               Nyctyornis athertoni 
193. Green Bee-eater   Merops orientalis 
194. Blue-tailed Bee-eater   Merops philippinus 
195. Chestnut-headed Bee-eater  Merops leschenaultia 
 
Rollers (Coraciidae)  
 
196. Indian Roller    Coracias benghalensis 
197. Dollarbird    Eurystomus orientalis 
 
Asian Barbets (Megalaimidae)  
 
198. Coppersmith Barbet   Psilopogon haemacephalus 
199. Blue-eared Barbet   Psilopogon duvaucelii 
200. Great Barbet    Psilopogon virens 
201. Red-throated Barbet   Psilopogon mystacophanos 
202. Green-eared Barbet   Psilopogon faiostrictus 
203. Lineated Barbet                Psilopogon lineatus 
204. Golden-throated Barbet                Psilopogon franklinii 
205. Moustached Barbet   Psilopogon incognitus 
206. Blue-throated Barbet   Psilopogon asiaticus 
207. Red-crowned Barbet                               Megalaima rafflesi 
208. Gold-whiskered Barbet                           Megalaima chrysopogon 
 
Woodpeckers (Picidae)  
 
209. Speckled Piculet   Picumnus innominatus 
210. Rufous Piculet        Sasia abnormis 
211. Gray-capped Woodpecker  Dendrocopos canicapillus 
212. Freckle-breasted Woodpecker              Dendrocopos analis 
213. Stripe-breasted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos atratus 
214. Banded Woodpecker                               Picus miniaceus 
215. Lesser Yellownape                                  Picus chlorolophus 
216. Greater Yellownape                                 Picus flavinucha 
217. Common Flameback                               Dinopium javenense 
218. Black-headed Woodpecker  Picus erythropygius 
219. Buff-rumped Woodpecker  Meiglyptes tristis 
220. Greater Flameback   Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus 
221. Gray and Buff Woodpecker                      Hemicircus concretus 
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Falcons and Caracaras (Falconidae) 
 

222. Collared Falconet   Microhierax caerulescens 
223. Black-thighed Falconet               Microhierax fringillarius 
224. Eurasian Kestrel                                      Falco tinnunculus 
 
Old World Parrots (Psittaculidae)  
 
225. Blossom-headed Parakeet  Psittacula roseata 
226. Red-breasted Parakeet               Psittacula alexandri 
227. Vernal Hanging-Parrot               Loriculus vernalis 
 

      Green Broadbills ( Calyptomenidae) 
 
228. Green Broadbill                                       Calyptomena viridis 
 

      Asian and Grauer's Broadbills (Eurylaimidae) 
 

229. Black-and-Red Broadbill                              Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos 
230. Banded Broadbill                                       Eurylaimus javanicus 
231. Black-and-yellow Broadbill   Eurylaimus ochromalus 
232. Dusky Broadbill                Corydon sumatranus 
 
Pittas (Pittidae) 
233. Blue Pitta (H)                                           Pitta cyanea 
234. Mangrove Pitta                                        Pitta megarhyncha 
Thornbills and Allies (Acanthizidae)  
 
235. Golden-bellied Gerygone  Gerygone sulphurea 
 
Vangas, Helmetshrikes, and Allies (Vangidae) 

 
236. Maroon-breasted Philentoma                    Philentoma velata 
237. Large Woodshrike                                     Tephrodornis virgatus 
238. Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike               Hemipus picatus 
239. Rufous-winged Philentoma                       Philentoma phyroptera 
 
Woodswallows (Artamidae)  
 
240. Ashy Woodswallow   Artamus fuscus 
 
Ioras (Aegithinidae)  
 
241. Green Iora                                                Aegithina viridissima  
242. Common Iora    Aegithina tiphia 
243. Great Iora    Aegithina lafresnayei 
 
Cuckooshrikes (Campephagidae) 

 
244. Gray-chinned Minivet   Pericrocotus solaris 
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245. Short-billed Minivet   Pericrocotus brevirostris 
246. Long-tailed Minivet   Pericrocotus ethologus 
247. Scarlet Minivet                Pericrocotus speciosus 
248. Ashy Minivet                                            Pericrocotus divaricatus 
249. Brown-rumped Minivet               Pericrocotus cantonensis 
250. Rosy Minivet    Pericrocotus roseus 
251. Large Cuckooshrike   Coracina macei 
252. Black-winged Cuckooshrike  Lalage melaschistos 
253. Indochinese Cuckooshrike  Lalage polioptera 
254. Lesser Cuckooshrike                               Coracina fimbriata  
 
Whistlers and Allies (Pachycephalidae) 

 
255. Mangrove Whistler (H)               Pachycephala cinerea 
 
Shrikes (Laniidae)  
 
256. Brown Shrike    Lanius cristatus 
257. Burmese Shrike                Lanius collurioides 
258. Long-tailed Shrike   Lanius schach 
259. Gray-backed Shrike   Lanius tephronotus 
 
Vireos, Shrike-Babblers, and Erpornis (Vireonidae)  
 
260. Blyth's Shrike-Babbler               Pteruthius aeralatus 
261. Clicking Shrike-Babbler                           Pteruthius intermedius 
262. White-bellied Erpornis              Erpornis zantholeuca 
 
Old World Orioles (Oriolidae) 

 
263. Black-naped Oriole   Oriolus chinensis 
264. Slender-billed Oriole   Oriolus tenuirostris 
265. Black-hooded Oriole   Oriolus xanthornus 
266. Maroon Oriole    Oriolus traillii 
 
Drongos (Dicruridae)  
 
267. Black Drongo    Dicrurus macrocercus 
268. Ashy Drongo    Dicrurus leucophaeus 
269. Bronzed Drongo   Dicrurus aeneus 
270. Crow-billed Drongo   Dicrurus annectans 
271. Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus remifer 
272. Hair-crested Drongo   Dicrurus hottentottus 
273. Greater Racket-tailed Drongo              Dicrurus paradiseus 
 
Fantails (Rhipiduridae)  
 
274. Malaysian Pied-Fantail                 Rhipidura javanica 
275. White-throated Fantail                 Rhipidura albicollis 
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Monarch Flycatchers (Monarchidae) 
 

276. Black-naped Monarch               Hypothymis azurea 
277. Blyth's Paradise-Flycatcher  Terpsiphone affinis 
 
Crows, Jays, and Magpies (Corvidae) 

 
278. Eurasian Jay                                            Garrulus glandarius 
279. Red-billed Blue-Magpie               Urocissa erythroryncha 
280. Rufous Treepie                Dendrocitta vagabunda 
281. Gray Treepie    Dendrocitta formosae 
282. Racket-tailed Treepie   Crypsirina temia 
283. Large-billed Crow   Corvus macrorhynchos 
 
Larks (Alaudidae)  
 
284. Indochinese Bushlark                               Mirafra erythrocephala 
 
Swallows (Hirundinidae)  
 
285. Bank Swallow                                          Riparia riparia 
286. Barn Swallow    Hirundo rustica 
287. Pacific Swallow                Hirundo pacifica 
288. Red-rumped Swallow   Cecropis daurica 
289. Rufous-bellied Swallow                            Cecropis badia 
290. Striated Swallow   Cecropis striolata 
291. Asian House-Martin                                  Delichon dasypus 
 
Fairy Flycatchers (Stenostiridae)  
 
292. Yellow-bellied Fairy-Fantail  Chelidorhynx hypoxantha 
293. Gray-headed Canary-Flycatcher              Culicicapa ceylonensis 
 
Tits, Chickadees, and Titmice (Paridae) 

 
294. Yellow-browed Tit   Sylviparus modestus 
295. Sultan Tit                                                  Melanochlora sultanea 
296. Japanese Tit    Parus minor 
297. Yellow-cheeked Tit   Machlolophus spilonotus 
 
Long-tailed Tits (Aegithalidae)  
 
298. Black-throated Tit   Aegithalos concinnus 
 
Nuthatches (Sittidae)  
 
299. Chestnut-vented Nuthatch  Sitta nagaensis 
300. Velvet-fronted Nuthatch               Sitta frontalis 
301. Giant Nuthatch                 Sitta magna 
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Bulbuls (Pycnonotidae) 
 

302. Crested Finchbill   Spizixos canifrons 
303. Black-headed Bulbul   Pycnonotus atriceps 
304. Striated Bulbul                Pycnonotus striatus 
305. Black-crested Bulbul   Pycnonotus flaviventris 
306. Red-whiskered Bulbul               Pycnonotus jocosus 
307. Brown-breasted Bulbul               Pycnonotus xanthorrhous 
308. Sooty-headed Bulbul   Pycnonotus aurigaster 
309. Stripe-throated Bulbul               Pycnonotus finlaysoni 
310. Flavescent Bulbul   Pycnonotus flavescens 
311. Yellow-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus goiavier 
312. Streak-eared Bulbul   Pycnonotus blanfordi 
313. Puff-throated Bulbul   Alophoixus pallidus 
314. Cream-vented Bulbul                               Pycnonotus simplex 
315. Red-eyed Bulbul                                      Pycnonotus brunneus 
316. Spectacled Bulbul                                    Pycnonotus erythropthalmos 
317. Hairy-backed Bulbul                                 Tricholestes criniger 
318. Ochraceous Bulbul   Alophoixus ochraceus 
319. Gray-eyed Bulbul   Iole propinqua 
320. Gray-cheeked Bulbul                               Alophoixus bres 
321. Yellow-bellied Bulbul                                Alophoixus phaeocephalus 
322. Olive Bulbul                Iole virescens 
323. Buff-vented Bulbul                                    Iole olivacea 
324. Black Bulbul    Hypsipetes leucocephalus 
325. Ashy Bulbul    Hemixos flavala 
326. Mountain Bulbul                Ixos mcclellandii 
327. Puff-backed Bulbul                                   Pycnonotus eutilotus 
328. Olive-winged Bulbul                                  Pycnonotus plumosus 
329. Scaly-breasted Bulbul                               Pycnonotus squamatus 
330. Streaked Bulbul                                        Ixos malaccensis 
 
Cupwings (Pnoepygidae)  
 
331. Pygmy Cupwing   Pnoepyga pusilla 
 
Bush-Warblers and Allies (Cettiidae)  
 
332. Slaty-bellied Tesia (H)   Tesia olivea 
333. Yellow-bellied Warbler  Abroscopus superciliaris 
334. Mountain Tailorbird                                   Phyllergates cucullatus 
335. Aberrant Bush-Warbler  Horornis flavolivaceus 
 
Leaf Warblers (Phylloscopidae)  
 
336. Dusky Warbler                Phylloscopus fuscatus 
337. Yellow-streaked Warbler                          Phylloscopus armandii 
338. Radde's Warbler   Phylloscopus schwarzi 
339. Ashy-throated Warbler               Phylloscopus maculipennis 
340. Pallas's Leaf Warbler   Phylloscopus proregulus 
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341. Yellow-browed Warbler               Phylloscopus inornatus 
342. Hume's Warbler                Phylloscopus humei 
343. Arctic Warbler    Phylloscopus borealis 
344. Greenish Warbler   Phylloscopus trochiloides 
345. Sakhalin Leaf Warbler                             Phylloscopus borealoides 
346. Two-barred Warbler   Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus 
347. Eastern Crowned Leaf Warbler              Phylloscopus coronatus 
348. Blyth's Leaf Warbler   Phylloscopus reguloides 
349. Claudia's Leaf Warbler               Phylloscopus claudiae 
350. Davison's Leaf Warbler               Phylloscopus davisoni 
351. Sulphur-breasted Warbler  Phylloscopus ricketti 
352. Plain-tailed Warbler   Seicercus soror 
353. Martens’s Warbler                                    Seicercus omeiensis 
 
Reed-Warblers and Allies (Acrocephalidae) 

 
354. Thick-billed Warbler   Iduna aedon 
355. Black-browed Reed-Warbler  Acrocephalus bistrigiceps 
356. Oriental Reed-Warbler  Acrocephalus orientalis 
 
Grassbirds and Allies (Locustellidae)  
 
357. Striated Grassbird   Megalurus palustris 
358. Russet Bush-Warbler                 Locustella mandelli 
359. Baikal Bush-Warbler   Locustella davidi 
 
Cisticolas and Allies (Cisticolidae)  
 
360. Zitting Cisticola                Cisticola juncidis 
361. Common Tailorbird   Orthotomus sutorius 
362. Dark-necked Tailorbird               Orthotomus atrogularis 
363. Rufous-tailed Tailorbird                            Orthotomus sericeus 
364. Ashy Tailorbird                                          Orthotomus ruficeps 
365. Hill Prinia    Prinia superciliaris 
366. Rufescent Prinia   Prinia rufescens 
367. Gray-breasted Prinia   Prinia hodgsonii 
368. Yellow-bellied Prinia   Prinia flaviventris 
369. Plain Prinia    Prinia inornata 
 
Parrotbills, Wrentit, and Allies (Paradoxornithidae) 

 
370. Spot-breasted Parrotbill  Paradoxornis guttaticollis 
 
White-eyes, Yuhinas, and Allies (Zosteropidae)  
 
371. Striated Yuhina   Yuhina castaniceps 
372. Chestnut-flanked White-eye  Zosterops erythropleurus 
373. Oriental White-eye   Zosterops palpebrosus 
374. Japanese White-eye   Zosterops japonicus 
375. Everett's white-eye   Zosterops everetti 
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Tree-Babblers, Scimitar-Babblers, and Allies (Timaliidae) 
 
376. Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler            Macronous ptilosus 
377. Pin-striped Tit-Babbler  Mixornis gularis 
378. Golden Babbler   Cyanoderma chrysaeum 
379. White-browed Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus schisticeps 
380. Large Scimitar-Babbler  Megapomatorhinus hypoleucos 
381. Rusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler Megapomatorhinus erythrogenys 
382. Gray-throated Babbler  Stachyris nigriceps 
383. Gray-headed Babbler                  Stachyris poliocephala 
384. Black-throated Babbler                Stachyris nigricollis 
 
Ground Babblers and Allies (Pellorneidae) 
 
385. Rufous-winged Fulvetta  Schoeniparus castaneceps 
386. Puff-throated Babbler  Pellorneum ruficeps 
387. Ferruginous Babbler                   Trichastoma bicolor 
388. Moustached Babbler                   Malacopteron magnirostre 
389. Scaly-crowned Babbler               Malacopteron cinereum 
390. Buff-breasted Babbler  Pellorneum tickelli 
391. Abbott's Babbler  Turdinus abbotti 
392. Limestone Wren-Babbler Turdinus crispifrons 
393. Streaked Wren-Babbler               Turdinus brevicaudatus 
 
Laughingthrushes and Allies (Leiothrichidae)  
 
394. Brown-cheeked Fulvetta               Alcippe poioicephala 
395. Yunnan Fulvetta   Alcippe fratercula 
396. White-crested Laughingthrush              Garrulax leucolophus 
397. Lesser Necklaced Laughingthrush Garrulax monileger 
398. Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush Ianthocincla pectoralis 
399. Black-throated Laughingthrush              Ianthocincla chinensis 
400. White-browed Laughingthrush              Ianthocincla sannio 
401. Silver-eared Laughingthrush  Trochalopteron melanostigma 
402. Black-backed Sibia   Heterophasia melanoleuca 
403. Silver-eared Mesia   Leiothrix argentauris 
404. Rufous-backed Sibia   Minla annectens 
405. Scarlet-faced Liocichla               Liocichla ripponi 
406. Spectacled Barwing   Actinodura ramsayi 
407. Blue-winged Minla   Actinodura cyanouroptera 
408. Chestnut-tailed Minla   Actinodura strigula 
 
Fairy-bluebirds (Irenidae)  
 
409. Asian Fairy-bluebird   Irena puella 
 
Old World Flycatchers (Muscicapidae) 

 
410. Brown-streaked Flycatcher                      Muscicapa siamensis 
411. Dark-sided Flycatcher                              Muscicapa sibirica 
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412. Asian Brown Flycatcher               Muscicapa dauurica 
413. Oriental Magpie-Robin               Copsychus saularis 
414. White-rumped Shama               Copsychus malabaricus 
415. White-gorgeted Flycatcher  Anthipes monileger 
416. Hainan Blue-Flycatcher               Cyornis hainanus 
417. Pale Blue-Flycatcher   Cyornis unicolor 
418. Hill Blue-Flycatcher   Cyornis banyumas 
419. Tickell's Blue-Flycatcher               Cyornis tickelliae 
420. Chinese Blue-Flycatcher                          Cyornis glaucicomans 
421. Rufous-bellied Niltava               Niltava sundara 
422. Vivid Niltava                                             Niltava vivida 
423. Verditer Flycatcher   Eumyias thalassinus 
424. White-browed Shortwing  Brachypteryx montana 
425. Siberian Blue Robin   Larvivora cyane 
426. White-bellied Redstart               Luscinia phaenicuroides 
427. Blue Whistling-Thrush              Myophonus caeruleus 
428. White-crowned Forktail              Enicurus leschenaulti 
429. Slaty-backed Forktail   Enicurus schistaceus 
430. Siberian Rubythroat   Calliope calliope 
431. White-tailed Robin   Cinclidium leucurum 
432. Himalayan Bluetail                                   Tarsiger rufilatus 
433. Slaty-backed Flycatcher               Ficedula sordida 
434. Slaty-blue Flycatcher                                Ficedula tricolor 
435. Korean Flycatcher                                    Ficedula xanthopygia 
436. Snowy-browed Flycatcher  Ficedula hyperythra 
437. Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher  Ficedula strophiata 
438. Little Pied Flycatcher   Ficedula westermanni 
439. Ultramarine Flycatcher               Ficedula superciliaris 
440. Taiga Flycatcher   Ficedula albicilla 
441. Plumbeous Redstart   Phoenicurus fuliginosus 
442. White-capped Redstart               Phoenicurus leucocephalus 
443. Daurian Redstart   Phoenicurus auroreus 
444. Chestnut-bellied Rock-Thrush              Monticola rufiventris 
445. Blue Rock-Thrush   Monticola solitarius 
446. Siberian Stonechat   Saxicola maurus 
447. Pied Bushchat    Saxicola caprata 
448. Gray Bushchat               Saxicola ferreus 
 
Thrushes and Allies (Turdidae)  
 
449. Orange-headed Thrush                           Geokichla citrina 
450. Dark-sided Thrush   Zoothera marginata 
451. Black-breasted Thrush  Turdus dissimilis 
452. Gray-winged Blackbird                             Turdus boulboul 
453. Eyebrowed Thrush   Turdus obscurus 
 
Starlings (Sturnidae)  
 
454. Asian Glossy Starling                               Aplonis panayensis 
455. Golden-crested Myna   Ampeliceps coronatus 
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456. Common Hill Myna   Gracula religiosa 
457. Black-collared Starling  Gracupica nigricollis 
458. Asian Pied Starling   Gracupica contra 
459. White-shouldered Starling                        Sturnia sinensis 
460. Chestnut-tailed Starling  Sturnia malabarica 
461. Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis 
462. Vinous-breasted Starling                          Acridotheres burmannicus 
463. Great Myna    Acridotheres grandis 
 
Leafbirds (Chloropseidae)  
 
464. Blue-winged Leafbird   Chloropsis cochinchinensis 
465. Golden-fronted Leafbird  Chloropsis aurifrons 
466. Orange-bellied Leafbird  Chloropsis hardwickii 
467. Lesser Green Leafbird                Chloropsis cyanopogon 
468. Greater Green Leafbird  Chloropsis sonnerati 
 
 
Flowerpeckers (Dicaeidae)  
 
469. Crimson-breasted Flowerpecker              Prionochilus percussus 
470. Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker                 Prionochilus maculatus 
471. Thick-billed Flowerpecker  Dicaeum agile 
472. Yellow-vented Flowerpecker  Dicaeum chrysorrheum 
473. Yellow-bellied Flowerpecker                    Dicaeum melanoxanthum 
474. Orange-bellied Flowerpecker                   Dicaeum trigonostigma 
475. Plain Flowerpecker                                   Dicaeum minullum 
476. Fire-breasted Flowerpecker  Dicaeum ignipectus 
477. Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum 
 
Sunbirds and Spiderhunters (Nectariniidae) 
 
478. Plain Sunbird                               Anthreptes simplex 
479. Ruby-cheeked Sunbird  Chalcoparia singalensis 
480. Purple Sunbird   Cinnyris asiaticus 
481. Red-throated Sunbird                  Anthreptes rhodolaemus 
482. Olive-backed Sunbird   Cinnyris jugularis 
483. Van Hasselt’s Sunbird                 Leptocoma brasiliana 
484. Black-throated Sunbird  Aethopyga saturata 
485. Gould's Sunbird   Aethopyga gouldiae 
486. Green-tailed Sunbird    Aethopyga nipalensis 
487. Crimson Sunbird   Aethopyga siparaja 
488. Little Spiderhunter                       Arachnothera longirostra  
489. Purple-naped Spiderhunter         Arachnothera hypogrammicum 
490. Yellow-eared Spiderhunter            Arachnothera chrysogenys 
491. Spectacled Spiderhunter             Arachnothera flavigaster 
492. Streaked Spiderhunter  Arachnothera magna 
493. Gray-breasted Spiderhunter        Arachnothera modesta  
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Wagtails and Pipits (Motacillidae)  
 
494. Forest Wagtail                             Dendronanthus indicus 
495. Gray Wagtail    Motacilla cinerea 
496. White Wagtail    Motacilla alba 
497. Eastern Yellow Wagtail                            Motacilla tschutschensis 
498. Richard's Pipit    Anthus richardi 
499. Olive-backed Pipit   Anthus hodgsoni 
 
Buntings and New World Sparrows (Emberizidae)  
 
500. Yellow-breasted Bunting  Emberiza aureola 
501. Crested Bunting                                       Melophus lathami 
 
Finches, Euphonias, and Allies (Fringillidae)  
 
502. Common Rosefinch   Carpodacus erythrinus 
 
Old World Sparrows (Passeridae)  
 
503. House Sparrow   Passer domesticus 
504. Plain-backed Sparrow  Passer flaveolus 
505. Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus 
 
Weavers and Allies (Ploceidae)  
 
506. Streaked Weaver                                      Ploceus manyar 
507. Baya Weaver    Ploceus philippinus 
508. Asian Golden Weaver   Ploceus hypoxanthus 
 
Waxbills and Allies (Estrildidae)  
 
509. Red Avadavat                                          Amandava amandava 
510. Pin-tailed Parrotfinch                                Erythrura prasina 
511. White-rumped Munia   Lonchura striata 
512. Scaly-breasted Munia               Lonchura punctulate 
513. Chestnut Munia                                        Lonchura atricapilla  
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Mammal List; 

1.  Asian Elephant                                         Elaphus maximus 
2.              White-handed Gibbon               Hylobates lar 
3.  Dusky Langur    Trachypithecus obscurus 
4.  Long-tailed Macaque   Macaca fascicularis 
5.  Pig-tailed Macaque   Macaca nemestrina 
6.  Northern Treeshrew   Tupia bekangeri 
7.  Gray-bellied Squirrel   Callosciurus caniceps 
8.  Variable Squirrel   Callosciurus finlaysonii 
9.  Pallas's Squirrel                Callosciurus erythraeus 
10.  Black Giant Squirrel   Ratufa bicolor 
11.              Indian Giant Flying Squirrel                     Petaurista philippensis 
12.  Western Striped Squirrel  Tamiops macclellandi 
13.  Cambonian Striped Tree Squirrel Tamiops rodolphei 
14.              Burmese Hare                                          Lepus peguensis 
15.              Lyle’s Flying Fox                                      Pterapus lylei 
16.  Lesser Mouse-Deer   Tragulus kanchii 
17.  Sambar Deer    Cervus unicolor 
18.  Red Muntjak    Muntiacus muntjac 
19.              Large Indian Civet                                   Viverra zibetha 
20.              Dhole                                                       Cuon alpinus  
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                         Western Striped Squirrel is just one of the wide variety of squirrels characteristic of Thailand’s mammalian fauna. 


