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A Tropical Birding custom tour 

MADAGASCAR 
26th October – 5th November 2017 

Tour Leader: Sam Woods (Report and all photos by Sam Woods/Tropical Birding Tours) 

 

 
This LONG-TAILED GROUND ROLLER opened our first day  

in the tinder dry spiny forest of Ifaty in Southwest Madagascar 

 

The species photographed in this report are indicated in red 
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INTRODUCTION 

There is literally no place on Earth like 
Madagascar, the World’s fourth largest island 
(about twice the size of the US state of 
Arizona). An island that sits off of mainland 
Africa, it shows affinities with Asia and Africa 
and sits uncomfortably with neither, hence the 
often-used phrase of “Eighth Continent”. This 
was a short custom tour (11 days), set up for a 
couple on limited time, who wanted to get a 
good overview of the island’s wildlife, both 
birds and others. Thus, a trip was designed 
with this in mind, combining several sites in the 
dry southwest with the very different wetter 
rainforests of the east. After picking up all 4 
endemic bird families (Mesites, Ground-
Rollers, Asities, and Malagasy Warblers), 
two families endemic to the region (Vangas 
and Helmetshrikes, and Cuckoo-Roller), as 
well as the monotypic family, Crab Plover; 
seeing 13 species of lemurs, including the 
poodle-like Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur, 
(left) and the largest, and loudest of them all, 
Indri, getting phenomenal looks at the 
hedgehog-like Lowland Streaked Tenrec; 
observing numerous chameleons (one of the 
signature groups of Madagascar), including 
the World’s largest, Parson’s Chameleon; as 
well as seeing some of the other oddities that 
make Madagascar so appealing, like the 
enormous, oddly-shaped Baobab trees of the 
southwest, and the bizarre Giraffe-necked 
Weevil in the east, I think you could say we 
achieved our goals!!! Some of the highlights 
included getting every single possible coua 
species, all 9 of them; getting 4 species of 
Ground-Roller that included the amazing 
Long-tailed Ground-Roller in the dry spiny 

forest of the southwest, and incredible Scaly and Pitta-like Ground-Rollers in the eastern rainforests, viewing a 
Subdesert Mesite (next page) down to 15 feet, some fantastic daytime “nightbirding” (White-browed, Madagascar 
Scops, and Madagascar Long-eared Owls, and both Madagascar and Collared Nightjars all being seen in broad 
daylight); the dazzling Blue Vanga and equally impressive (in a different way) Sickle-billed Vanga among the baobab 
trees of the southwest; a male Velvet Asity sporting the characteristic waxy green eyebrows, walking within meters of 
nesting tropicbirds on an island that also held Crab Plover, being able to get extreme close ups and photos of the rare 
Madagascar Plover, catching up with the often difficult Madagascar Sandgrouse, getting up very close with both the 
endemic kingfishers, and seeing them both in the air and on the ground, getting to see a nesting Madagascar Crested 
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Ibis in the “Ground-Roller Capital”, Mantadia National Park, having crisp, long (and close) looks at a Madagascar 
Pratincole, and also being able to observe a family of Madagascar Wood-Rail foraging at length were just some of the 
many, many highlights.  

As I hope you will see from this report that in spite of this being a birding tour, with more than a little natural history on the 
side, that Madagascar is also a great country for nature photography, where us “birders with cameras” walked away with 
many memorable photos of the birds, the lemurs, the chameleons, the baobab dominated spiny forests, and plenty more 
besides. Whichever you look at this short tour, it was an unqualified success, satisfying the birding elements required, 
complemented by other great aspects of natural history, while providing us with plentiful images to remember this all by. 
As you can see, the tour left quite an impact on guide and participants alike! 

 

 
A female Subdesert Mesite comes in for a close up  

in the Baobab dotted spiny forests of Ifaty in Southwest Madagascar 
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Day 1 (27th October): Antananarivo to Tulear (Arboretum d'Antsokay, La Table & Ifaty Salt Flats) 

In spite of arrival late in the night, participants were keen to get straight into the field at the first opportunity, 
and so before we had even left for our morning flight, he had managed to find six lifers around our quiet 
Antananarivo (“Tana”) hotel, including endemics like Red Fody and Madagascar Wagtail. We then checked 
out and took a flight from the Malagasy capital to Tulear in the southwest. Madagascar can be broadly 
divided into a number of different biozones, and we were headed for one very distinctive one of these, the 
dry, prickly, spiny forests. Even though we arrived by mid-morning, the searing heat of this part of the island 
was already evident. However, there were birds to see, and some very stellar endemic ones at that, so we 
headed straight for the local arboretum. We were escorted around the site by a local guide he soon gestured 
towards a tame Madagascar Kestrel, which paid us no heed at all. A siege of Sakalava Weavers also 
greeted us on site, and would be present on and off for all of our time there. However, what we were really 
here for were two particular specialties – Brown-capped (“Olive-capped”) Coua (above), and the miniscule 
Madagascar Buttonquail. The coua was not hard to find, even in this hot period of the day, when they were 
still calling, and extremely responsive… We slowly walked around this lovely site, and soon came upon a pair 
of buttonquails, complete with the brighter female leading the way. We also heard another coua, less 
expected at the site, Running Coua (page 6), which set us off into the brush after it. We soon found it, 
although it managed to swiftly twist its way through the tangled brush, in aid to avoid us getting clean looks. 
However, with a little persistence, we eventually tracked it into a clearing, and enjoyed great views at our 
second coua of the trip, in our first real hour of birding! This one sporting some particularly impressive “eye 
makeup”. We also got our first taste of Madagascar’s varied other fascinating fauna, with a Jeweled 
Chameleon and some super cute roosting Gray-brown Mouse Lemurs (page 62). 
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We spent a few gentle hours on site, marveling at the Olive (Madagascar) Bee-eaters around the swimming 
pool, and also seeing our first widespread birds like Crested Drongo and the long-tailed Namaqua Dove, 
before taking lunch on site. After eating, we met with one of the legendary local guides, Mosa, who took us off 
to La Table, a scrubby hillside with a flat, table-like top. We did not need to ascend though to find our two 
main target species in the area, as Mosa knew exactly where to find them with minimum fuss. We pulled up 
alongside an Octopus tree, and were soon staring up at a Verreaux’s Coua tucked inside the tree on a well 
concealed nest; our only one of the trip. The next bird excelled in its performance, as we came upon a mobile 
group of Red-shouldered Vangas (above), a species only described first in 1997. Their calls were heard 
emanating from a seemingly impenetrable wall of scrub, but slowly but surely, they were coaxed ever closer, 
and were soon right on top of us, with the male in particular giving us quite an eyeful! A couple of 
Madagascar Hoopoes flapped lazily by too. The day closed with a walk around a local wetland, looking for 
Baillon’s Crake, which called back to our overtures, but never left the dense cover of a vast reedbed. Plenty 
of other birds were present too, a small pocket of Greater Flamingoes wading in deeper waters, shorebirds 
like Wood Sandpiper (a scarce migrant in Madagascar), plentiful Kittlitz’s Plovers, a single Common 
Ringed Plover, Curlew Sandpiper, Common Greenshank around the edges, and many Hottentot Teal 
were also present, along with a handful of White-faced Whistling-Ducks. We then left for our coastal hotel in 
Ifaty overlooking the Mozambique Channel that runs between Madagascar and Mozambique on mainland 
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Africa. As we made our way there though, we kept a sharp eye on the mangroves and salt flats that we 
passed for any large shapes, which eventually Mosa found, as hoped. The hulking form of the endemic 
Humblot’s Heron (larger than North America’s Great Blue and Europe’s Gray Herons), was unearthed 
standing near a “Dimorphic (Little) Egret”, as well as our first White-fronted Plover and a Caspian Tern; 
closing out our first day on the “Red Island”. We went to dinner that night with the constant calls of 
Madagascar Nightjar coming from the hotel grounds, a bird we would target in the coming days… 

Running Coua Tulear Arboretum 

Day 2 (28th October): Parc Mosa, Ifaty 

Today was set to a big one, as we had a full day to explore the distinctive, absorbing spiny forests of 
Southwest Madagascar, in this small private reserve in Ifaty. Our time within the forest was sandwiched either 
side of a return to the nearby salt flats, where we’d seen the heron the evening before, but which is also home 
to one of Madagascar’s rarest birds. It turned out to be a great day for birds, and bird photography too… 

We arrived on site right at dawn, the coolest and most comfortable time of the day. Mosa greeted us and took 
us straight off into the bush, where oddly-shaped Baobab trees towered over the surrounding scrubby under 
layer. The first birds we planted our binoculars on that day would turn out to be the bird of the tour…Long-
tailed Ground-roller (below), Madagascar’s version of the roadrunner, although actually from an endemic 
family. The bird can be hard to find as it creeps through the dense under layer, but the team effort of a group 
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of local guides soon brought the bird into view, and staring us right in the eye. It was every bit as good as 
expected…see for yourself! 

 

Another early score was a roosting Madagascar Nightjar (next page) which Mosa noticed hiding in the leaf 
litter where we could almost touch it. While we watched transfixed in the presence of a pair of the Ground-
rollers, unbeknown to us, Mosa’s crack group of guides set off for something else to peak our interest. With 
one endemic family already opened up to us that morning, the guides were off in pursuit of the other, 
distinctly odder, one. It took them some time to pinpoint it, but when they did it was all too obvious, as shouts 
went up from deep in the bush.  
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We soon also bumped into another birding group, we had not even realized were also stalking the same 
bird…Subdesert Mesite (page 3), a female of which was found “frozen” in a tangled tree, following our 
breathless arrival after the shout had gone up. As usual, the forest itself was one of the highlights too, and it 
was impossible not to be constantly distracted by the Fony Baobab trees, as we walked within this fairytale 
landscape.  

Mid-morning, with our two principal avian targets safely seen, we made a side trip to the nearby salt flats, 
home to one of the rarest Malagasy birds, Madagascar Plover, numbering just 2,000-3,000 birds. This 
Kittlit’z’s Plover-like bird took some finding though, as it was local laundry day on site, with lots of people 
among some of the areas it normally frequents and large sets of sheets drying and covering some of its 
feeding areas (direct evidence of the pressures to their limited habitat). To add to that, there were many, 
many Kittlitz’s Plovers, and we needed to find just the few remaining Madagascar Plovers among them. 
Scouting the normal areas came up blank, and so Mosa set off in earnest for the various pools dotting the 
site, and covered some distance by doing so, while we carefully worked our way through their traditional 
feeding areas. This led us to a confiding Three-banded Plover (page 12), of the endemic race that is 
sometimes touted as a potential future endemic species. We also got some great looks at some local 
Namaqua Doves (page 50) drinking, and Madagascar Lark (page 56) creeping through the grass. Finally, 
some excitement was heard back where we had started, as another birding group had seen a pair of 
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Madagascar Plovers (page 12) that flew in from where Mosa had been checking; the pair then gave 
absolutely unbeatable looks, as they foraged around us, just yards from all the laundry action of the locals! 
Our morning in Ifaty brought us many birds, like Crested Coua, more Running Couas too, Thamnornis (a 
specialty of this habitat), Subdesert Brush-Warbler, Greater and Lesser Vasa Parrots, and some dinky 
Gray-headed Lovebirds (next page) feeding in the sinuous Octopus trees that dominate the site. Some other 
notable sites for the morning included a nesting Madagascar Sparrowhawk (next page) and other fauna 
backed up the birds, like roosting Petter’s Sportive Lemur, Warty Chameleon, and Standing’s Day Gecko, 
“standing” on a giant Baobab tree. 

 
Realm of the Long-tailed Ground-roller, Ifaty 

 
The afternoon back at the same reserve was generally very quiet, as our tries for Sickle-billed Vanga, 
Lafresnaye’s Vanga and Hook-billed Vanga all led us to vacant nests that were supposedly active, just 
unoccupied. However, John did spot a sitting Madagascar Harrier-Hawk that largely saved a slow afternoon, 
and a pair of White-headed Vangas and another of the handsome Chabert Vanga (page 54) were also seen. 
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Day 3 (29th October): Zombitse-Vohibasia NP 

An early morning departure was required for our two-hour journey to this other dry forest site in the southwest. 
However, we broke the journey with a search for one of the trickier birds in the region: Madagascar 
Sandgrouse (above). Before we started searching for that though we noticed a male Madagascar Partridge 
(next page) slowly walking through the roadside agricultural fields, a very pleasant surprise. For this we had 
the assistance of son-of-Mosa, Freddy, from Ifaty, who knew a good spot on the journey for the species. He 
had set up a local person to meet us there and take us to the very best spot. However, on arrival, there was 
no sign of his contact (things like this happen in a country as underdeveloped as Madagascar!) However, 
Freddy was unphased, and soon accosted another random local who seemed familiar with the bird. That was 
true, but he was also very young and fit and we struggled to keep up with him, before he put up a first small 
group of sandgrouse. We were yearning for more, and the same boy set off into the hills to try and find some 
more and upgrade our views. He returned within minutes and announced that he had a flock foraging on the 
ground; we set off after him, forcing him to slow to our pace, and soon after came upon the flock feeding on 
the ground. They were close by the time we could see them and were clearly nervous at being surprised by 
us, and took flight soon after.  

But, we had got good looks both on the ground and in flight and were now happy to leave for the main 
attraction of the day: Zombitse. This park consists of western deciduous forest and is located in the transition 
between southern and western floral zones. Like Ifaty, there were prominent Baobabs, of different species, 
but the spiny Octopus trees were lacking, making it feel very different, which was also reflected in the 
avifauna on site, and was the reason for making the long day trip, as it offered us some major additions. Chief 
among our wants was White-browed Owl, a striking endemic species, which we had heard had recently been 
recorded regularly at a day roost in the area. As we took off down the trail, we got the first look at several 
Coquerel’s Couas that featured through the morning. They were showy by the morning’s end, although our 
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first frustrated us, but we carried on in earnest for our most wanted bird, and were weaved through the forest 
to a low tangle, where a pair of White-browed Owls (below) sat quietly in the shade, with little regard for our 
close presence! John and I admired this for a long, long while and then set off back down the trail we had 
entered in on. A Three-eyed Lizard in our path stopped us in our tracks, as we made our way to pay our 
entrance fee. Within meters of where we had encountered the first Coquerel’s Coua, we added another, 
considerably larger, coua: Giant Coua (page 19). The bird was tame, and fed behind a small café there, 
allowing for long, close ups. The action at this start of our time at Zombitse was frantic; we had barely 
clocked the Giant Coua, when we were being informed of a troop of Verreaux’s Sifakas (page 18) were 
feeding right alongside the main road nearby. It was one of those moments, stick with the coua, or go after 
the sifakas? They both carried massive appeal. In the end, it mattered not one jot, the coua remained around 
for a steady stream of photos, and the sifakas were so engrossed in stripping the tree of all of its flowers, that 
they also remained for some time, even drawing passing buses to a stop, as they realized they had some 
easy lemurs waiting for them. 
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We spent the rest of the morning birding the trails on the other side of the road for some clear avian targets. 
However, other fauna drew us away, and we were only too happy for these other distractions, as this is one of 
the reasons to come to Madagascar, for a rounded natural history experience. We managed to see a roosting 
Hubbard’s (Zombitse) Sportive Lemur (page 17) peering at us with big orange eyes, and then come upon 
one of the largest chameleons, Oustalet’s Chameleon. The forest was often brutally quite for long periods, 
and, as we were still missing some key birds, we opted to continue birding, and take a later lunch. In spite of 
the heat of the day suggesting this may be a futile strategy, we hit the jackpot with some quality sightings. 
Best of all was a Banded Kestrel (page 18), one of the country’s more challenging raptors to find. After 
another slow spell, one of the local guides finally announced he had the area’s celebrity species, Appert’s 
Tetraka (page 17), a bird with a tiny world range centered around this park. We crept into the forest and were 
rewarded with excellent views. Better still was to come, as encountered a large flock, with our first dazzling 
Blue Vangas (next page), a close-up with a Madagascar (Ashy) Cuckooshrike, and also a singing Hook-
billed Vanga (page 55). Our final major addition of our time there, Rufous Vanga (next page), took 
considerably more work, and it certainly felt like it was just too hot and inactive to find, before, finally a male 
called and appeared at eye level in front of us. After this, we took lunch on site, and headed towards Tulear 
where we would spend the next two nights. 
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Day 4 (30th October): Nosy Ve and Anakao 

This was a more relaxed day than the others so far, as we took a boat trip out to a sandy island offshore from 
Tulear, Nosy Ve. As we waited at the dock, the open mudflats were scanned and held a couple of Crab 
Plovers for a good start to the day, in spite of the views being rather distant. This was to be one of our main 
target species on the island anyway, and so we set off to our distant boat by way of oxcart, the zebus wading 
into the deep water to allow us to boar our vessel, a quite unique experience. After settling on our boat, we 
decided to check a cliff face, before riding to the island itself; this produced a pair of nesting Peregrine 
Falcons, one of which was ripping away at a recently caught prey item. A single nesting Humblot’s Heron 
was also present, but in spite of its considerable bulk, quickly managed to hide within a crevice by the time 
we got close. Then, we set off for the southern end of Nosy Ve, with the scorching heat of the day already 
evident by the time of our 8:30am arrival. The end of the island held a substantial group of terns, including 
Lesser and Great Crested Terns, and also a handful of Crab Plovers. They did not do well with our 
approach though and took off and landed further north on the island, where we alighted so we could get 
improved views of them on steady land. Finally, after a short further boat ride, we came to the northern end of 
the island, home to nesting Red-tailed Tropicbirds (next page), which circled us repeatedly as we landed on 
the island, while some local people were grilling locally caught fish along the shoreline. We not only managed 
to see the tropicbirds in low flying flight, but also yards away as they sat on their nests, under the shade of the 
brush. After considerable time admiring the ever-present tropicbirds, John took a dip in the welcoming 
cerulean sea, and then we took the boat to a restaurant in Anakao for lunch. Our choice of restaurant was not 
only for the beachside views and good food, but also as Littoral Rock-Thrush (page 21), a local endemic, 
sometimes nests in the roof of the bar. However, on this day the bar was bereft of birds, so we walked into the 
village behind the cluster of bars there and soon found a singing male. 
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At the end of the day, we returned to Belalanda Wetlands, near Ifaty and tried again for Baillon’s Crake, 
getting several short views of the bird eventually. We also got our first Madagascar Swamp-Warblers, and 
saw Kittlitz’s Plovers, Greater Flamingos, two Wood Sandpipers, and several Red-billed Ducks, among 
others, before we retired back to Tulear, and visited a unique pizza restaurant, with every inch of walls and 
ceilings covered with paintings by local artists of lemurs, birds, baobabs, everything Madagascan and as lot 
more besides. There appeared to be some oriole paintings in there too, a little out of place on an island 
without them! 

Day 5 (31st October): Parc Mosa, Ifaty to Tana and transfer to Andasibe 

For our final time in Ifaty our targets were clear; and with a flight out looming the same day, we were on site 
right at sunrise to find them. We met up again with Freddy and his team of spotters, and listed our main avian 
objectives: Sickle-billed Vanga, Lafresnaye´s Vanga, and getting another look/photo at the otherworldly 
Subdesert Mesite. The first two of these felt somewhat achievable, with nests of both known in the reserve, 
and so we set off directly for the Sickle-billed Vanga (next page), area, and on the approach to the next got 
brief looks at their pied forms bounding away from us in flight. A sense of deja vu kicked in, as this is what 
happened on our first day there. However, we were going nowhere, and we set ourselves up in view of where 
they had been constructing their nest. It did not take long for one of the birds to return and finally gave us the 
views we had been craving; a cracking bird sitting within a spectacular landscape. 
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Next up was the turn of Lafresnaye’s Vanga to reveal itself. Once again, we proceeded to the area where the 
nest was located and, unlike during our previous visits, this time the nest was occupied, the bulging bill of this 
distinctive vanga all too clear from our vantage point. Then, not long after the shout went up for the 
Subdesert Mesite (next page), and this time saw a male buried in a tangle of brush at close quarters, as it 
froze in front of us; magic. 

 

As we admired the girth and varied shapes of the reserve’s baobabs for the final time, we also saw a Hook-
billed Vanga sitting on its nest in the crutch of one of these giant trees, and also added both Madagascar 
Coucal and Madagascar (Lesser) Cuckoo to the trip list, as we did so. A last check of the salt pans on the 
way out revealed a huge Humblot’s Heron (next page) towering over a neighboring Dimorphic (Little) 
Egret, Common Ringed Plover, and the ubiquitous Kittlitz’s Plover. Following a late breakfast, and some t-
shirt shopping in Tulear, we headed to the local airport and flew back to the Malagasy capital, Tana. Once 
there, we soon left, heading directly east towards Andasibe and the wet rainforests on this side of this varied 
island. We had the first of four nights at Andasibe to explore a variety of habitats in the area, and the long list 
of birds and other animals available to us there… 
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Day 6 (1st November): Mantadia-Andasibe NP 

November opened with one of the most exciting prospects of the tour, a day in the ground-roller rich location 
of Mantadia National Park. We rose early, and were on site soon after park opening time (the frustratingly 
late hour of 6am), and then headed to “Ground Roller Central”. Soon after, the first object of our desire was 
revealed to be a Pitta-like Ground-roller that wagged its tail excitedly, and then hopped up onto an open 
branch after some brief looks during our initial pursuit. We tried very hard to conjure up a Short-legged 
Ground-roller, a bird that would come to haunt us until the end of our days in Madagascar! However, we did 
have more early success with another from this premier bird family, when a Scaly Ground-roller was seen 
foraging near its nest, even if only briefly. We promised to return for that one later. In the meantime, our local 
guide, Christoph, calmly gestured towards a large bundle of sticks where a Madagascar (Crested) Ibis 
(below) was nesting; an unusually easy way to score this usually very difficult species. We got to see both the 
adult on the nest, another adult foraging on the forest floor, and the pallid chicks within their conspicuous 
nest.  
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While out looking for the Short-legged Ground-roller, a constant thorn in our side on this short tour that did not 
include Ranomafana, we did encounter a very confiding Madagascar Pygmy-Kingfisher (below), which was 
only too happy to be seen within only a few meters range, a little gem of a forest bird for sure…Other birds of 
note at Mantadia, included a female Forest Fody, Madagascar Swamp-Warbler, and Tylas Vanga. 

 

After some forest birding, we took a break from that, which can be highly demanding in terms of 
concentration and patience, and birded a small lake nearby, buried inconspicuously within the rainforest. This 
held the hoped-for Madagascar Grebe (next page), a handsome wetland species, but did not hold a Meller’s 
Duck, as we’d hoped it might. We also observed a Madagascar Wagtail trotting around the Lilly pads 
closeby, and a Malagasy (Malachite) Kingfisher hunting from some low branches beside the lagoon. 

In the afternoon, we returned from this park to Andasibe, where we looked for but did not find, one of the day 
roosting Rainforest (Malagasy) Scops-Owls, but fared better with a Madagascar Long-eared Owl that was 
ticked up into a pine tree for the day. Andasibe provided a nice selection of other species too, like Blue 
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Vanga, Red-tailed Vanga, and Madagascar (Ashy) Cuckooshrike (next page), which all came through 
within a passing mixed flock. We also got some nice looks at the large, canopy-dwelling Blue Coua, and also 
saw the first Madagascar Green-Pigeon (page 31), of the tour. Towards the close of business, we enjoyed a 
cooperative White-throated Rail, which was coaxed out into the open and called, then foraged, in the open 
for some time. 

 

 
The most notable sighting of the afternoon though was another nightbird, and one shrouded in mystery; 
Collared Nightjar (next page). We got to see one within inches of us sitting on its tree side nest some 4-5 feet 
above the ground. The height of the nightjar best is one cause for mystery - most nightjars are known to nest 
firmly on the ground, and another source for its mysteriousness is that in spite of local guides knowing well 
where it occurs in the area, its song remains unknown, particularly strange considering what a vocal group of 
birds nightjars usually are! 
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Day 7 (2nd November): Iaroka Forest and Andasibe 

This was undoubtedly the toughest day; as we made a trip to a new site for Helmet Vanga. Previous trips had 
told of difficult hiking required to get there, but recent news indicated an easier walk in and led us to this 
point. Unfortunately, we awoke to rain falling steadily, and once we arrived the rain had not eased, but 
strengthened considerably. We continued doggedly on, hoping the rain might cease during our two-hour walk 
in; it did not. However, one bright moment came, when Christoph led us off trail into an area where a thick 
layer of low bamboo carpeted the floor, and the low “booping” call of a close Rufous-headed Ground-roller 
could be heard that eventually, gave several close looks. During our visit, we managed to locate a male 
Velvet Asity, complete with a waxy green “eyebrow”. Our time at the “vanga zone” was punctuated by 
vangas, but largely ones we had seen before, like Blue, Tylas, Red-tailed, and Ward’s Vangas, although 
our only Pollen’s Vangas were added there too, as rain carried on keeping bird activity low, and birding 
difficult, as, by then, we were soaked through. Eventually, with the trail having turned into a stream, and no 
sign of rain ebbing away, we decided to return to Andasibe, which proved a wise decision. Once back at the 
car, we drove to a nearby marsh, with substantial reeds on both sides of the road. Here, we were treated to 
incredible looks at a super responsive pair of Madagascar Rails (below) that crossed the flooded road on 
several occasions at very close quarters… Once back at Andasibe, we managed to trick one of the calling 
Madagascar Flufftails into the open a couple of times. 
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Day 8 (3rd November): Mantadia-Andasibe NP 

Another trip up into 
the slightly higher 
forests of Mantadia 
did not lead to a 
Short-legged Ground-
roller as hoped, but 
produced plenty of 
other good sightings 
nonetheless. Best of 
all, was at least three 
different Scaly 
Ground-rollers 
(right), one of which 
provided a 
considerable upgrade 
to our earlier looks as 
it fed in the open 
beside a forest 
stream. We also 
enjoyed further looks at the gaudy Pitta-like Ground-roller in the area too. We tried a couple of spots for the 
strange Crossley’s Vanga (next page), a bird that creeps around on the ground and was formerly thought to 
be a babbler, before genetics proved otherwise. On our second attempt, a striking male walked right up to 
us, and remained calling on a fallen log for a little while. We also encountered our only Gray-crowned 
Tetraka nearby.  

Checking the local pond again, produced the regular Madagascar Grebe, Madagascar Wagtail, and 
Madagascar Swamp-Warbler, but still no sign of the rare Meller’s Duck. However, as we were leaving the 
pond behind us, a close calling Red-fronted Coua (next page) was heard, then seen well in a small patch of 
forest…A walk up on a higher trail led us to add Dark Newtonia to the list, and to another nesting Collared 
Nightjar, but will perhaps best be remembered for the repeated looks of a foraging group of Nuthatch 
Vangas (page 32) that showed there, an often-trickier species than we had found on this tour, and an 
attractive, and odd one too…Other notable finds that morning in Mantadia included Madagascar 
Sparrowhawk, some nice looks at the World’s only blue pigeon (Madagascar Blue Pigeon, page 31), 
Nelicourvi Weaver in a mixed flock, a scarlet male Forest Fody, and African Stonechat and Madagascar 
Green Sunbird on our way out. 

In the afternoon, we made a brief return to Andasibe National Park, where this time a previously empty 
perch, during an earlier search there, was now occupied by a gorgeous rusty brown Rainforest 
(Madagascar) Scops-Owl (page 32). In the late afternoon, another try for Red-breasted Coua and 
Madagascar Wood-Rail again came up empty, but a night walk in this community forest did lead us to a 
sleeping France’s Goshawk, and an active Goodman’s Mouse Lemur. 
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Day 9 (4th November): Mantadia-Andasibe NP 

This day exemplified the classic Madagascar experience; some excellent endemic bird species supported by 
a legion of other cool wildlife sightings, both by day and night. It would be hard to pick a sighting of the day, 
and arguably the reptiles and mammals were the real stars of this day, in spite of some good bird species. 
Early on, we returned to Mantadia, where we got our best looks, and photos, of Pitta-like Ground-roller 
(below) yet. Finally, this colorful bird was starting to look like a top five contender! 

 

 
Not many other new birds featured during our morning at Mantadia, and in spite of a Herculean effort by all, 
we simply could not see, hear, or find a Short-legged Ground-roller, our main cause for returning there once 
more. Green Jery was rather belatedly added to the checklist along the road, and aerial birds were on form 
on this day, with some low flying Madagascar Buzzards, a vocal Cuckoo-roller in display flight, in addition to 
a flyover from a Henst’s Goshawk, our only view of the tour.  



Tropical Birding Trip Report  MADAGASCAR custom tour Oct-Nov 2017 

	

www.tropicalbirding.com                            +1-409-515-9110                              info@tropicalbirding.com       	 	 	 Page		
	

34	

However, it is fair to say that 
mammals took center stage on this 
morning. On the drive in we were 
halted in our tracks, by a couple of 
Red-bellied Lemurs (right) feeding 
by the road side. After some initial 
birding, while listening to the 
constant haunting sounds of the 
Indri, we thought it was about time 
we did something about seeing 
one. We had heard them over the 
last few days, but had focused on 
first getting all the birds we could, 
in the knowledge that finding Indri 
(page 43), would be a 
straightforward procedure, once we 
decided to do so. This morning, we 
put this plan into action; we heard 
their far-carrying cries, and moved 
towards the direction they came 
from, finally finding a pair of them springing from one tree to another around us, and then, once settling down, 
calling deafeningly just above us. A magical, “Attenborough” moment. As we moved back towards the car 
from there, we were shown a trio of poodle-like Black-and-white Ruffed Lemurs (page 2), calmly resting in 
the trees overhead. 

Arguably though, none of these were even the best mammal experience of the day! A trip to a small pond we 
were already very familiar with, reacquainted us with one of the local Madagascar Grebes, gave us our best 
views yet of a Madagascar Swamp-Warbler, and allowed us to watch a Madagascar Wagtail foraging 
among the Lilly pads. Meanwhile, above us a nesting Broad-billed Roller was observed too. As we walked 
the short distance to the waiting car, Christoph spotted some movement in the bushes beside the trail, and 
soon showed us a fantastic Lowland Streaked Tenrec (next page), a quirky animal from a family of 
mammals, endemic to Madagascar. 

In the afternoon, we returned to the V.O.I.M.M.A Community Reserve in Andasibe, closer to our hotel, for 
some significant gaps within our bird list still remained within the forest there; most notably Madagascar 
Wood-Rail and Red-breasted Coua. We had not yet had a peep out of either of them. However, on entering 
the forest this time, we did hear the briefest of calls from the rail, but it then fell silent, and we found ourselves 
in a bind as to how to find either of them. As we continued to search, one of Madagascar’s oddities was 
found, a superb Mossy Leaf-tailed Gecko (page 44), “glued” to the side of a forest tree. Even the contour of 
its body was hard to discern, let alone the shape of this lizard, with its supreme camouflage mimicking its 
chosen tree nearly perfectly. Next, having already enlisted the services of one of the best local bird guides in 
the area paid off handsomely; he swiftly contacted another local guide that works closely in the community 
reserve and sent him off in search of our avian quarry.  
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Before long, a phone call came through stating that his friend had a family of wood-rails in his sights! We 
raced through the forest as quickly and quietly as we could, and needed to climb down well off-trail before we 
could see his colleague, who simply pointed to a movement on the leaf litter. A little maneuvering and a little 
stress was required before we could see them clearly, a full family of Madagascar Wood-Rails feeding just a 
short distance away, including at least two fluffy chicks following the two adult birds. We could not have 
asked for better looks, or a better way to observe them. After spending twenty minutes or so watching these 
odd, dumpy rainforest rails, another phone call came through to our local guide, his friend had since left us 
and had now locked on to a Red-breasted Coua nearby! The all too familiar scene of us chasing our quarry, 
off trail, through the twists and tangles of the hilly rainforest was soon upon us once more. On arrival, we 
found some other people also peering through the forest for signs of the coua, which would be the very last 
one of the tour we could get, and the last species available on the entire island. The coua was a little more 
skittish than the rail (a weirdly unexpected turn of events, considering how straightforward the rest of the 
couas had been for us on this tour), but finally it moved into an area where the cover on the forest floor 
thinned out, and we could enjoy some excellent views of this foraging, ground-dwelling cuckoo. It had been 
an extraordinary, and exciting, adrenalin fueled end to the day, which until then had seen mammals take the 
headlines. 
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Following a short rest back at the hotel, it was time for other animals to take over once more, as, just after 
darkness fell upon us, we took an hour-long night walk along the road in Andasibe, with a short side sojourn 
into a local reserve too, which was particularly rich in chameleons. Early success came with two consecutive 
nocturnal lemurs: Crossley’s Dwarf Lemur, and another Goodman’s Mouse Lemur moving among the 
roadside trees. Then a sound from the broad leaves along the road led us to a handsome, blue-throated 
Green Bright-eyed Frog (next page), which posed perfectly on a leaf for some time. 

 

 
Following a distinct lack of chameleons, Christoph led us a short way into a nearby reserve, when one after 
another joined out reptile list. First was the rather undistinguished Perinet Chameleon, quickly followed by 
the significantly more impressive Big Nose Chameleon (next page), and then the “granddaddy” of them all, 
the pigeon-sized Parson’s Chameleon (above), the largest of all the World’s species, measuring an 
incredible 11.5inches/30cm in length (almost three times the size of a North American chickadee!). This 
gargantuan female chameleon quickly started to rival many of the birds encountered on the trip for sheer 
impressiveness, and then when a large male was shown to us a short time later, things got even better! 
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Day 10 (5th November): Mantadia-Andasibe NP to Tana (Lac Alarobia) 

 

And so, with more than a little regret, our final day had arrived, but with flights out planned for that night we 
still had time to squeeze in some final birding. We started off around Andasibe, where we’d hoped to find the 
scarce Madagascar Starling, but got no luck there once again. However, we were seen off by the now familiar 
forms of Lesser Vasa Parrots dotting the trees on the skyline, several Stripe-throated Jery, a little group of 
Madagascar White-eyes, and Souimanga Sunbird, the latter a handsome species that had accompanied 
us throughout the trip from the southwest to the east. Back at the hotel, while checking out we also noticed a 
Crested Drongo nesting beside the pond, which allowed very close approach indeed. One, final, super little 
chameleon was also welcome, as Christoph spotted a Short-horned Chameleon (page 63) sunning itself 
prominently. We also added one more lemur species to the tour, and a nocturnal one at that, by checking in 
on a regular roost for Eastern Woolly Lemur (Avahi). 

Our next stop was the Mangoro River, right on the journey back to the island’s capital Tana. This stop was 
planned for one bird, which I was led to believe while semi regular, was far from guaranteed, and even if seen 
was most likely to be at some distance. So, it was with some surprise that we quickly spotted a Madagascar 
Pratincole sitting on one of the rocks a distance away. However, John and I noticed that the local women 
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were busy doing their laundry within close range of the bird. We merely needed to get out amongst their 
laundry, and we should be able to get killer looks. After some help with our Malagasy speaking local guide, 
Nicky, we were soon walking right down to the river, judiciously sidestepping the carefully placed laundry on 
the rocks, and were soon eye to eye with a wonderfully showy Madagascar Pratincole (below), one of the 
birds of the trip (for the leader anyway, who has a bit of a thing for shorebirds)! Next stop Antananarivo, 
although our birding was far from over, just yet… 

 

The final stop of the tour was right on the outskirts of Tana, where Lac Alarobia offered us a possible three 
new birds for the trip, two of which just happened to be scarce and local endemic species. On top of that, the 
site offers some great photo opps. of the many ducks, herons, and kingfishers that frequent the site. It 
provided a very gratifying, fitting, end to the birding on the tour, and we thoroughly enjoyed the place. On 
arriving on site, we quickly found that two of our hoped-for species were present, by speaking to another 
birding group who were leaving already, but they had come up blank on the hoped-for Comb Duck, not an 
endemic, but a lifebird for John all the same. We were quickly overwhelmed by the amount of birdlife on the 
lake, herons packed the islands, and ducks dotted the open waters and lined the edge.  
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The most prominent species was Red-billed Duck, and the handsome White-faced Whistling-Duck, while 
on the island scores of Squacco Herons were nesting, and Black Herons were foraging, some of them using 
their distinctive “Count Dracula” feeding technique, where they spread their wings like a cloak around their 
heads, and try and lure in fish to the shade produced from their devious strategy. Lots of Little Egrets were 
also present. Closer examination of the hundreds of birds plastering the island, produced a single adult 
Madagascar Pond-Heron (next page), attending a single chick at its nest, and then resting during a sudden 
gust of wind, bringing its plumage to life. We did a full circuit of the lake, with the local Madagascar 
(Malachite) Kingfishers (above), in particular, making quite an impression. A number of these brightly 
colored birds hunted from the open along the shoreline, within a few meters of us, or one of the local 
fisherman, who have apparently habituated to the presence of nearby humans. As we circled the lake, we 
finally clapped eyes on one of the other birds we were hoping for, the scarce endemic Meller’s Duck (page 
45), for which Lac Alarobia is arguably the best site on the island. The first ones seen of this dowdy and 
rather unimpressive bird were at some distance, but, to be honest, our later, close looks did nothing to 
improve the dullness of its appearance! As we returned to our starting point, we passed by a pair of close-
foraging White-throated Rails, and then noticed two large white birds that had clearly not been there before. 
Two giant ducks sat on some fallen branches at the water’s edge, Comb Ducks (page 42) the final piece of 
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our “avian jigsaw” at this site. At that, and with the park closing time moving ever closer, we retreated to a 
hotel near the airport for a final dinner, discussion of the tour’s best birds, and to freshen up before our late-
night flights off the island, and back home. 

 

With such a small tour group, finding consensus for top tour birds and animals was nearly impossible! 

TOP BIRDS OF THE TOUR (in no particular order): 
Subdesert Mesite   Ifaty 
Giant Coua    Zombitse 
Madagascar Pratincole  Mangoro River 
Madagascar (Malachite) Kingfisher  Mantadia NP, Lac Alarobia (Tana) 
Long-tailed Ground-roller  Ifaty 
Pitta-like Ground-roller  Mantadia NP 
Scaly Ground-roller   Mantadia NP 
White-browed Owl   Zombitse 
Blue Vanga    Zombitse, Mantadia NP 
Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher Tulear, Ifaty, Zombitse, Mantadia NP, Andasibe 
Sickle-billed Vanga   Ifaty 
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Comb Duck Lac Alarobia, Tana 

 

 

TOP OTHER ANIMALS OF THE TOUR (in no particular order): 
Parson’s Chameleon  Andasibe 
Indri     Mantadia NP 
Lowland Streaked Tenrec  Mantadia NP 
Mossy Leaf-tailed Gecko  Andasibe 
Baron’s Mantella    
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Mossy	Leaf-tailed	Gecko	Andasibe	

	

PLEASE	NOTE:	Many	more	photos	are	to	be	found	in	the	annotated	checklists	that	follow…	
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ANNOTATED	CHECKLISTS:	

BIRDS	

The	taxonomy	of	the	bird	list	follows:	Clements,	James	F.,	White,	Anthony	W.,	and	Fitzpatrick,	John	
W.	The	Clements	Checklist	of	Birds	of	the	World.	Cornell,	2007.		
This	list	is	up	to	date	with	the	major	changes	published	by	Cornell	up	until	August	2017.	

H		 denotes	a	species	that	was	HEARD,	but	not	seen.	
GO	 denotes	a	species	that	was	seen	by	the	GUIDE	ONLY.	
RE	 denotes	a	regional	endemic	(i.e.	to	the	Comoros	and	Madagascar)	
*	 denotes	a	Madagascar	endemic	species.		
Essp	 denotes	a	Madagascar	endemic	subspecies	(as	some	of	these	may	gain	species	status	later).	
Endemic	Bird	Families	are	also	indicated	in	RED,	as	they	are	a	major	objective	for	visiting	birders.	

DUCKS,	GEESE	and	WATERFOWL:	ANATIDAE	

White-faced	Whistling-Duck		 Dendrocygna	viduata	
Recorded	on	2	days;	a	handful	at	Belalanda	Wetlands	in	the	southwest,	and	then	around	150	at	Lac	Alarobia	in	Tana.	
*Meller’s	Duck	 	 	 Anas	melleri	 	
This	was	searched	for,	but	unseen,	in	Mantadia	NP,	we	finally	caught	up	with	8	of	them	at	Lac	Alarobia	in	Tana.	
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Red-billed	Duck	(Teal)	 	 Anas	erythrorhyncha	
Seen	at	three	sites:	Belalanda	Wetlands	in	the	Southwest,	and	Mantadia	NP,	and	Tana	(c.250)	in	the	east.	
Comb	Duck	 	 	 	 Sarkidiornis	melanotos	melanotos	
An	obliging	pair	was	seen	on	Lac	Alarobia,	in	Tana.	Old	World	birds	are	sometimes	split	from	the	New	World	form.	
Hottentot	Teal	 	 	 Anas	hottentota	
At	least	5	were	seen	at	Lac	Alarobia	in	Tana,	and	another	30	or	so	birds	were	seen	at	Belalanda	Wetlands,	near	Ifaty.	

GUINEAFOWL:	NUMIDIDAE	

Helmeted	Guineafowl	 	 Numida	meleagris	
1	was	seen	in	Parc	Mosa,	Ifaty	in	the	dry	southwest	of	the	island.	

PHEASANTS,	GROUSE	and	ALLIES:	PHASIANIDAE	

*Madagascar	Partridge	 	 Margaroperdix	madagascarensis	 	
We	stumbled	on	to	a	confiding	male	at	a	stop	for	Madagascar	Sandgrouse	between	Ifaty	and	Zombitse.	

GREBES:	PODICIPEDIDAE	

Little	Grebe	 	 	 	 Tachybaptus	ruficollis	
1	was	seen	at	Belalanda	Wetlands	near	Ifaty.	
*Madagascar	(Little)	Grebe	 	 Tachybaptus	pelzelnii	
The	species	was	seen	on	all	3	visits	to	a	small	pond	in	Mantadia	NP,	and	then	again	at	Lac	Alarobia	in	Tana.	

FLAMINGOS:	PHOENICOPTERIDAE	

Greater	Flamingo	 	 	 Phoenicopterus	roseus	
6	birds	were	seen	on	both	of	our	trips	to	Belalanda	Wetlands	near	Ifaty.	

TROPICBIRDS:	PHAETHONTIDAE	

Red-tailed	Tropicbird	 	 Phaethon	rubricauda	
Around	7	birds,	including	3	on	very	close	nests,	were	seen	on	the	idyllic	island	of	Nosy	Ve,	in	the	southwest.	

HAMERKOP:	SCOPIDAE	 	

Hamerkop	 	 	 	 Scopus	umbretta	
Just	one	was	seen,	in	rice	paddies	near	Tana.	

HERONS,	EGRETS	&	BITTERNS:	ARDEIDAE		

Gray	Heron	 	 	 	 Ardea	cinerea	firasa	 	 	 Essp.	
Seen	a	few	times	in	the	Ifaty	area	of	the	southwest.	
*Humblot’s	Heron	 	 	 Ardea	humbloti	
This	brute	(larger	than	Gray	Heron),	was	seen	twice	at	Ifaty	Salt	Flats,	and	a	nesting	bird	was	found	near	Nosy	Ve.	
Great	(White)	Egret	 	 	 Ardea	alba	
A	few	were	seen	in	both	the	southwest	and	also	in	the	east.	
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Little	(Dimorphic)	Egret	 	 Egretta	garzetta	dimorpha	 	 Essp.	&	RE	
This	distinctive	all	dark	form	of	Little	Egret	was	seen	at	Ifaty,	and	also	in	Tana.	Some	suggest	this	should	be	split.	
Black	(Egret)	Heron	 	 	 Egretta	ardesiaca	
Seen	at	Lac	Alarobia	(Tana),	where	they	were	common,	and	some	were	seen	doing	the	“Count	Dracula”	feeding	action.	
Cattle	Egret	 	 	 	 Bubulcus	ibis	
Scattered	sightings	throughout.	
(Common)	Squacco	Heron	 	 Ardeola	ralloides	
Only	seen	at	Lac	Alarobia	in	Tana,	but	hundreds	were	nesting	on	the	island	there.	
*Madagascar	(Squacco)	Pond-Heron	Ardeola	idea	
One	of	the	final	new	birds	of	the	trip,	an	adult	was	attending	a	chick	on	a	nest	at	Lac	Alarobia	in	Tana.	
Striated	(Green-backed)	Heron	 Butorides	striata	rutenbergi	 	 Essp.	
A	couple	were	seen	at	the	Ifaty	Salt	Flats,	in	southwest	Madagascar.	
Black-crowned	Night-Heron			 Nycticorax	caledonicus	
About	300	birds	were	noted	at	Lac	Alarobia	in	Tana.	

IBISES	AND	SPOONBILLS:	THRESKIORNITHIDAE		

*Madagascar	(Crested)	Ibis	 	 Lophotibis	cristata	
This	oft-difficult	species	was	easy	this	year,	due	to	a	staked-out	nest	at	Mantadia,	with	2	chicks	and	2	adults	seen.	

HAWKS,	EAGLES	&	KITES:	ACCIPITRIDAE	

*Madagascar	Harrier-Hawk	 	 Polyboroides	radiatus	 	 	
1	was	found	by	John	at	Ifaty,	another	at	Zombitse,	and	1	was	seen	by	our	hotel	in	Andasibe	(formerly	Perinet).	
France’s	Sparrowhawk	 	 Accipiter	f.	francesii	 	 	 RE	 	 	 	 	
A	roosting	bird	was	seen	during	a	night	walk	in	the	V.O.I.	M.M.M.A.	Community	Reserve	in	Andasibe.	
*Madagascar	Sparrowhawk	 	 Accipiter	madagascarensis		
We	did	well,	seeing	and	photographing	a	nesting	bird	in	Parc	Mosa,	Ifaty,	and	seeing	another	perched	in	Mantadia.	
*Henst’s	Goshawk	 	 	 Accipiter	henstii	
1	was	seen	in	Mantadia	NP.	
Black	(Yellow-billed)	Kite	 	 Milvus	migrans	parasitus	
This	migrant	to	Madagascar	was	seen	just	a	few	times	on	the	tour.	
*Madagascar	Buzzard	 	 Buteo	brachypterus	
This	is	Madagascar’s	easiest	endemic	raptor,	recorded	on	at	least	5	days	of	this	short	tour.	

MESITES:	MESITORNITHIDAE	 (ENDEMIC	FAMILY)	

*Subdesert	Mesite	 	 	 Monias	benschi	
One	of	the	most	widely	anticipated	birds	of	the	tour	did	not	disappoint,	with	both	male	and	female	seen	well	in	Ifaty.	
ONE	OF	THE	TOP	BIRDS	OF	THE	TOUR.	

RAILS,	GALLINULES	&	COOTS:	RALLIDAE	

*Madagasar	Rail	 	 	 Rallus	madagascarensis	
A	pair	gave	exceptional	looks	between	Andasibe	and	???	reserve.	Crossing	the	road	and	posing	for	photos	in	doing	so.	
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White-throated	Rail	 	 	 Dryolimnas	c.	culveri	 	 	 RE	
This	stunning	rallid	was	seen	twice,	once	at	Andasibe,	and	then	a	pair	together	at	Lac	Alarobia	in	Tana.	
Baillon’s	Crake	 	 	 Porzana	pusilla	
Sam	and	Linjo	managed	three	or	four	sightings	at	Belalanda	Wetlands,	near	Ifaty.	
Eurasian	Moorhen	 	 	 Gallinula	chloropus	pyrrhorrhoa	
One	or	two	were	seen	on	our	visits	to	a	pond	in	Mantadia	NP,	and	then	a	dozen	was	noted	at	Lac	Alarobia	in	Tana.	
Red-knobbed	Coot	 	 	 Fulica	cristata	
Two	birds	were	found	on	Lac	Alarobia	in	Tana	on	our	final	afternoon.	

FLUFFTAILS:	SAROTHRURIDAE	

*Madagacar	Wood-Rail	 	 Canirallus	kioloides	
It	took	3	attempts,	but	was	worth	the	wait;	we	got	to	see	a	family	foraging	very	close	by,	with	chicks	in	tow,	at	the	
V.O.I.	M.M.M.A.	Community	Reserve	in	Andasibe.	A	standout	moment	on	the	tour,	due	to	the	exceptional	looks	of	a	
family.	
*Madagascar	Flufftail		 	 Sarothrura	insularis	
We	managed	to	tempt	one	across	several	close	gaps,	late	one	afternoon	in	Andasibe,	where	others	were	later	heard.	

STILTS	&	AVOCETS:	RECURVIROSTRIDAE	

Black-winged	Stilt	 	 	 Himantopus	himantopus	
A	frequently	recorded	shorebird	in	the	southwest	section	of	the	tour.		

PLOVERS	&	LAPWINGS:	CHARADRIIDAE	

Black-bellied	(Grey)	Plover	 	 Pluvialis	squatarola	
A	few	were	seen	on	the	south	end	of	Nosy	Ve	island..	
Greater	Sand-Plover	 	 	 Charadrius	leschenaultia	
About	fifteen	birds	were	observed	during	our	Crab	Plover	hunt	on	the	island	of	Nosy	Ve.	
Kittlitz’s	Plover	 	 	 Charadrius	pecuarius	
A	wonderfully	common	shorebird	species	at	Belalanda	Wetlands	and	Ifaty	in	the	southwest.	
Common	Ringed	Plover	 	 Charadrius	hiaticula	
Up	to	4	birds	were	seen	at	Belalanda	Wetlands,	and	another	3	were	recorded	at	Ifaty	Flats.	
*Madagascar	Plover	 	 	 Charadrius	thoracicus	
2	birds	were	located	after	an	hour	search,	at	Ifaty	Salt	Pans,	where	they	occur	alongside	large	numbers	of	Kittlitz’s.	
Three-banded	Plover		 	 Charadrius	tricollaris	bifrontatus	 Essp.	
Super	looks	at	a	bird	during	our	Madagascar	Plover	search	in	Ifaty.	This	subspecies	is	often	suggested	as	a	future	split.	
White-fronted	Plover		 	 Charadrius	marginatus	tenellus	 Essp.	
Just	a	few	were	seen	on	the	flats	at	Ifaty.	

SANDPIPERS	&	ALLIES:	SCOLOPACIDAE	

Common	Sandpiper	 	 	 Actitis	hypoleucos	
Recorded	4	times	on	the	tour,	in	the	southwest	and	east.	
Common	Greenshank	 	 Tringa	nebularia	
Seen	several	times,	at	both	Ifaty	Salt	Pans	and	nearby	Belalanda	Wetlands.	
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Marsh	Sandpiper	 	 	 Tringa	stagnatilis	
One	was	found	at	Belallanda	Wetlands	during	our	first	visit	there	(near	Ifaty).	
Wood	Sandpiper	 	 	 Tringa	glareola	
A	pair	of	this	scarce	migrant	were	seen	on	both	our	visits	to	Belalanda	Wetlands,	near	Ifaty.	
Whimbrel	 	 	 	 Numenius	phaeopus	
Three	birds	were	seen	on	Nosy	Ve,	near	a	group	of	Crab	Plovers.	
Ruddy	Turnstone	 	 	 Arenaria	interpes	
Up	to	5	were	seen	at	Ifaty	Salt	Pans,	and	another	small	group	was	seen	on	Nosy	Ve	island.	
Curlew	Sandpiper	 	 	 Calidris	ferruginea	
At	least	25	birds	were	seen	at	Belalanda	Wetlands,	and	others	were	seen	at	Ifaty	Salt	Pans.	
Sanderling	 	 	 	 Calidris	alba	
1	was	found	at	Ifaty	Salt	Pans.	

BUTTONQUAIL:	TURNICIDAE	

Madagascar	Buttonquail	 	 Turnix	nigricollis	
A	pair	was	seen	at	Arboretum	d'Antsokay in	Tulear,	which	included	the	brighter	female.	
	
CRAB	PLOVER:	DROMADIDAE	

Crab	Plover	 	 	 	 Dromas	ardeola	
A	group	of	15	birds	was	seen	on	Nosy	Ve	island,	and	another	2	were	seen	in	Tulear	Harbor.	
	

	
	
PRATINCOLES	AND	COURSERS:	GLAREOLIDAE	

Madagascar	Pratincole	 	 Glareola	ocularis	
A	magnificent	single	bird	was	seen	at	close	range	on	the	journey	between	Andasibe	and	Tana,	at	the	Mangoro	River.	
ONE	OF	THE	BIRDS	OF	THE	TOUR.	
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GULLS,	TERNS	&	SKIMMERS:	LARIDAE	

Caspian	Tern	 	 	 	 Hyrdoprogne	caspia	
A	single	bird	was	seen	during	two	visits	to	Ifaty	Salt	Pans.	 	
Common	Tern	 	 	 Sterna	hirundo	
Around	8	birds	were	in	a	large	flock	of	terns	on	the	island	of	Nosy	Ve.	
Great	Crested	Tern	 	 	 Thalasseus	bergii	
A	number	of	these	were	seen	on	and	around	Nosy	Ve.	
Lesser	Crested	Tern	 	 	 Thalasseus	bengalensis	
Good	numbers	were	seen	during	our	time	on	and	around	Nosy	Ve.	

SANDGROUSE:	PTEROCLIDAE	

*Madagascar	Sandgrouse	 	 Pterocles	personatus	
A	stakeout	on	the	journey	between	Ifaty	and	Zombitse	paid	off,	with	views	on	the	ground,	and	in	the	air	20	or	so	birds.	

PIGEONS	&	DOVES:	COLUMBIDAE	

Rock	Pigeon	 	 	 	 Columba	livia	
Scattered	sightings	around	urban	areas.	
Madagascar	Turtle-Dove	 	 Streptopelia	p.	picturata	 	 RE	
Seen	4-5	times	on	the	tour,	at	Ifaty	and	in	Andasibe,	although	typically	always	in	flight.	
Namaqua	Dove	 	 	 Oena	capensis	aliena	 	 	 Essp.	
Regularly	seen	in	the	southwest,	with	some	great	views	at	Ifaty.	

	

Madagascar	Green-Pigeon	 	 Treron	australis	australis/xenius	 RE	
A	scarce	regional	endemic,	seen	exceptionally	well	in	Andasibe,	where	2	birds	fed	in	a	fig	tree	bursting	with	fruit.	
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*Madagascar	Blue-Pigeon	 	 Alectroenas	madagascarensis	
The	world’s	only	blue	pigeon	was	seen	on	3	days	in	Mantadia	NP,	which	included	some	excellent,	low	down	views.	

CUCKOOS:	CUCULIDAE	

*Crested	Coua		 	 	 Coua	cristata	
A	handful	of	these	distinctive	cuckoos	were	seen	at	both	Parc	Mosa	in	Ifaty	and	Zombitse.	
*Verreaux’s	Coua	 	 	 Coua	verreauxi	
A	bird	was	seen	on	the	nest	at	La	Table,	specialty	at	this	site.	
*Blue	Coua	 	 	 	 Coua	caerulea	
This	canopy	dwelling,	rainforest	coua	was	seen	three	or	four	times	in	Mantadia	and	Andasibe.	
*Red-capped	(Olive-capped)	Coua	 Coua	ruficeps	olivaceiceps		
The	first	coua	seen	on	the	tour,	at	Arboretum	d'Antsokay in	Tulear,	where	several	were	seen	extremely	close	up.	
*Red-fronted	Coua	 	 	 Coua	reynaudii	
This	forest	coua	was	seen	once	(though	well)	in	Mantadia	NP.	
*Coquerel’s	Coua	 	 	 Coua	coquereli	
A	minimum	of	3	birds	were	seen	during	our	walk	in	Zombitse,	mostly	skittish,	but	one	was	seen	well.	
*Running	Coua	 	 	 Coua	cursor	
Seen	in	the	arboretum	in	Tulear,	at	La	Table,	and	in	the	spiny	forest	at	Ifaty.	
*Giant		Coua	 	 	 	 Coua	gigas	
At	least	3	were	seen	at	Zombitse,	including	one	very	tame	individual.	ONE	OF	THE	BIRDS	OF	THE	TOUR.	
*Red-breasted	Coua	 	 	 Coua	serriana	
This	was	the	toughest	coua	to	find,	and	our	final	one,	seen	well	in	the	V.O.I.	M.M.A	community	reserve	in	Andasibe.	
Madagascar	Coucal	 	 	 Centropus	t.	toulou	 	 	 RE	
Heard	in	a	few	places,	and	seen	in	the	spiny	forest	of	Ifaty	and	also	at	Lac	Alarobia	in	Tana.	
Madagascar	(Lesser)	Cuckoo	 Cuculus	rochii	
Heard	very	regularly,	but	difficult	to	see,	with	just	one	seen	within	the	spiny	forest	at	Parc	Mosa,	Ifaty.	
This	is	a	breeding	endemic,	which	travels	to	mainland	Africa	outside	of	this	season.	

OWLS:	STRIGIDAE	

*Malagasy	(Rainforest)	Scops-Owl	 Otus	rutilus	 	 	 	 	 	 	
A	beautiful	rufous	morph	was	observed	very	close	up,	during	the	daytime	in	Andasibe	NP.	
*Madagascar	Long-eared	Owl	 Asio	madagascariensis	
One	was	seen	roosting	in	a	grove	of	pines	in	Andasibe.	
*White-browed	(Hawk)	Owl		 Ninox	superciliaris	
A	wonderful	pair	of	these	birds	were	seen	roosting	in	the	open	in	Zombitse,	ONE	OF	THE	BIRDS	OF	THE	TOUR.	

NIGHTJARS	&	ALLIES:	CAPRIMULGIDAE	

*Collared	Nightjar	 	 	 Gactornis	enarratus	
Two	different	nesting	birds	were	seen,	one	in	Andasibe,	and	another	in	Mantadia.	Incredible	looks.	
Madagascar	Nightjar	 	 	 Caprimulgus	m.	madagascarensis	 RE	
Heard	commonly	with	1	seen	roosting	on	the	ground	during	the	day	in	Ifaty,	and	several	were	seen	in	flight	there.	
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SWIFTS:	APODIDAE	

Malagasy	Spinetail	 	 	 Zoonavena	g.	grandidieri	 	 RE	 GO	
Sam	saw	a	small	group	on	the	journey	into	Andasibe.	
Madagascar	(Black)	Swift	 	 Apus	b.	balstoni	 	 	 RE	 	
Recorded	on	six	different	days.	 	

CUCKOO-ROLLER:	LEPTOSOMIDAE	 	 (FAMILY	ENDEMIC	TO	THE	REGION)	

(Madagascar)	Cuckoo-Roller		 Leptosomus	discolor	 	 	 RE	
One	was	seen	in	flight	by	Sam	at	Zombitse,	and	another	was	seen	in	display	flight	in	Mantadia	NP.	

HOOPOES:	UPUPIDAE	

*Madagascar	Hoopoe		 	 Upupa	marginata		
Seen	on	three	different	days,	at	La	Table,	in	the	spiny	forest	of	Ifaty	and	by	Sam	at	least	in	Zombitse	too.	

	

KINGFISHERS:	ALDEDINIDAE	

Malagasy	(Madagascar)	Kingfisher	 Corythornis	v.	vintsioides	 	 RE	
1	was	fishing	beside	a	pond	at	Mantadia,	then	another	6	were	seen	at	Lac	Alarobia	(Tana)	that	were	very	photogenic.	
ONE	OF	THE	BIRDS	OF	THE	TOUR.	
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*Madagascar	Pygmy-Kingfisher	 Corythornis	madagascarensis	 	 	 	 	 	 	
A	super	confiding	bird	was	found	on	our	first	morning	at	Mantadia;	smashing	bird.	

BEE-EATERS:	MEROPIDAE	

Madagascar	(Olive)	Bee-eater	 Merops	superciliosus	 	 	 	
Recorded	on	at	least	six	days	of	the	tour,	with	spectacular	views	at	Arboretum	d'Antsokay in	Tulear.	

ROLLERS:	CORACIIDAE	

Broad-billed	Roller	 	 	 Eurystomus	g.	glaucurus	 	 	 	 	
First	seen	in	the	transition	forest	at	Zombitse,	and	also	nesting	beside	the	rainforest	in	Mantadia	NP.	

GROUND-ROLLERS:	BRACHYPTERACIIDAE	 (ENDEMIC	FAMILY)	

*Scaly	Ground-Roller		 	 Brachypteracias	squamiger	
Following	as	short,	though	close	view	near	a	nest	on	our	first	visit	to	Mantadia,	we	upgraded	our	views	on	our	second	
trip	there,	seeing	three	in	30	minutes,	and	one	out	in	the	open.	ONE	OF	THE	TOP	BIRDS	OF	THE	TOUR.	
*Pitta-like	Ground-Roller	 	 Brachypteracias	pittoides	
Seen	on	three	different	occasions	in	Mantadia	NP,	with	final	view	being	sublime	as	it	peered	down	at	us	from	a	
rainforest	vine.	ONE	OF	THE	TOP	BIRDS	OF	THE	TOUR.	
*Rufous-headed	Ground-Roller	 Atelornis	crossleyi	
1	came	in	close	during	a	day	trip	from	Andasibe	to	Iaroka	Forest,	and	seen	well	calling	from	a	stand	of	bamboo.	
*Long-tailed	Ground-Roller	 	 Uratelornis	chimaera	
A	stunning	pair	was	seen	within	minutes	of	our	arrival	at	Parc	Mosa	in	Ifaty.	Always	one	of	the	most	wanted	birds	of	
this	country,	and	it	did	not	fail	to	impress.	ONE	OF	THE	TOP	BIRDS	OF	THE	TOUR.	

FALCONS	&	CARACARAS:	FALCONIDAE	

Madagascar	Kestrel	 	 	 Falco	newtoni		 	 	 RE	 	
Found	on	5	days	of	the	tour,	at	Tulear,	Ifaty,	Zombitse,	and	near	Tana.	Was	often	very	photogenic	and	approachable.	
*Banded	Kestrel	 	 	 Falco	zoniventris	
We	were	very	pleased	to	find	one	of	these	rare	and	erratic	endemics	in	Zombitse.	
Peregerine	Falcon	 	 	 Falco	peregrinus	radama	 	 Essp.	
A	nesting	pair	were	seen	on	a	cliff	face	near	Nosy	Ve	island.	

OLD	WORLD	PARROTS:	PSITTACULIDAE	

Greater	Vasa-Parrot	 	 	 Coracopsis	vasa	v./droudhardi	 RE	
Recorded	multiple	times	at	Ifaty	and	in	the	Andasibe/Mantadia	area.	Less	commonly	seen	than	Lesser.	
Lesser	Vasa-Parrot	 	 	 Coracopsis	nigra	n./libs	 	 RE	
Seen	on	at	least	six	days	of	the	tour,	both	in	the	dry	southwest	and	wetter	eastern	forests.	
*Grey-headed	Lovebird	 	 Agapornis	coruscans		
Half	a	dozen	birds	were	seen	on	each	of	our	2	days	in	Parc	Mosa,	Ifaty.	Some	great	perched	looks	in	the	Octopus	trees.	
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ASITIES:	PHILEPITTIDAE	 	 (ENDEMIC	FAMILY)	

*Velvet	Asity	 	 	 	 Philepitta	castanea	 	 	 	 	
A	beautiful	green-browed	male	was	seen	at	Iaroka	Forest,	and	a	female	was	also	seen	once	in	Mantadia	NP.	
One	of	the	tour	highlights	was	seeing	this	perched	on	our	final	morning	on	Halmahera,	at	Bukit	Lemba.	
*(Common)	Sunbird-Asity	 	 Neodrepanis	coruscans	 	 GO	
Sam	got	a	male	at	Iaroka	Forest.	

VANGAS:	VANGIDAE	 	 (FAMILY	ENDEMIC	TO	THE	REGION)	

*Archbold’s	Newtonia	 	 Newtonia	archboldi	 	 	 	
A	singing	bird	was	seen	well	during	our	final	visit	to	Marc	Mosa,	Ifaty.	
*Common	Newtonia	 	 	 Newtonia	brunneicauda	
Recorded	on	4	different	days	of	the	tour,	at	Ifaty,	Zombitse,	and	Andasibe	in	the	east.	
*Dark	Newtonia	 	 	 Newtonia	amphichroa	
A	calling	bird	was	found	along	one	of	the	higher	elevation	trails	in	Mantadia	NP.	 	 	 	
*Tylas	Vanga	 	 	 	 Tylas	eduardi	
Seen	on	two	different	days	in	Mantadia	NP	in	the	eastern	rainforest.	
*Red-tailed	Vanga	 	 	 Calicalicus	madagascariensis	
Seen	on	five	different	days	of	the	tour,	in	Ifaty,	Zombitse,	Andasibe,	Iaroka	Forest,	and	Mantadia.	
*Red-shouldered	Vanga	 	 Calicalicus	rufocarpalis	
Excellent	views	were	had	at	La	Table,	with	3	birds	seen,	including	a	male	down	to	6	feet/2	meters	away!	
*Nuthatch	Vanga	 	 	 Hypositta	corallirostris	
With	no	nuthatches	on	the	island,	this	odd	vanga	has	filled	their	niche;	excellent	views	were	had	of	3	at	Mantadia.	
*Chabert	Vanga	 	 	 Leptopterus	chabert	
This	fancy	vanga	with	the	blue	eye	make-up,	was	seen	several	times	in	Ifaty.	
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*Crossley’s	Vanga	 	 	 Mystacornis	crossleyi	
A	striking	male	walked	quietly	right	up	to	us	one	morning	in	Mantadia;	fantastic	little	bird,	quite	unlike	other	vangas.	
(Madagascar)	Blue	Vanga	 	 Cyanolanius	m.	madagascarinus	 RE	
This	incredible	looking	bird,	with	the	gleaming	white	underside,	and	electric	blue	upper	side,	was	seen	on	5	days.	On	
looks	lone,	unquestionably	ONE	OF	THE	BIRDS	OF	THE	TOUR.	
*Hook-billed	Vanga	 	 	 Vanga	curvirostris	
A	calling	bird	was	seen	in	a	mixed	vanga	flock	in	Zombitse,	and	1	was	seen	on	a	nest	in	a	large	Baobab	tree	in	Ifaty.	

	

*Ward’s	Flycatcher		 	 	 Pseudobias	wardi	
A	vanga	and	not	a	flycatcher,	in	spite	of	the	name;	seen	on	two	days	in	the	east,	at	Iaroka	Forest	and	Mantadia	NP.	
*Rufous	Vanga	 	 	 Schetba	rufa	
After	some	effort,	we	finally	tracked	a	male	down	in	the	transition	forest	in	Zombitse,	which	was	very	photogenic.	
*Sickle-billed	Vanga	 	 	 Falculea	palliate	
After	missing	them	first	at	Ifaty	and	then	Zombitse,	we	were	relieved	to	find	a	pair	on	our	final	try	in	Parc	Mosa.	
ONE	OF	THE	BIRDS	OF	THE	TRIP,	a	truly	magnificent,	striking	vanga.		
*White-headed	Vanga	 	 Artamella	viridis	
Three	were	seen	in	the	spiny	forest	at	Ifaty,	and	another	in	the	rainforest	at	Andasibe.	
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*Pollen’s	Vanga	 	 	 Xenopirostris	polleni	
3	were	seen	in	a	large	vanga	flock	(with	Blue	and	Red-tailed	Vangas),	at	Iaroka	Forest.	
*Lafresnaye’s	Vanga	 	 	 Xenopirostris	Xenopirostris	
A	specialty	of	the	spiny	forest,	finally	found	on	our	final	visit	to	Parc	Mosa	in	Ifaty,	where	it	was	seen	on	the	nest.	

CUCKOOSHRIKES:	CAMPEPHAGIDAE	

Ashy	(Madagascar)	Cuckooshrike	 Coracina	c.	cinerea	 	 	 RE	
Our	first	was	found	in	a	mixed	flock	of	vangas	in	Zombitse;	others	were	seen	in	Andasibe	and	Iaroka	Forest.	

DRONGOS:	DICRURIDAE	

Crested	Drongo	 	 	 Dicrurus	f.	forficatus	 	 	 RE	
A	very	common	Malagasy	bird,	seen	on	9	different	days,	including	a	nesting	bird	at	our	Andasibe	hotel.	

MONARCH	FLYCATCHERS:	MONARCHIDAE	

Madagascar	Paradise-Flycatcher	 Terpsiphone	m.	mutata	 	 RE	
Recorded	on	at	least	7	days,	which	did	not	stop	it	from	being	considered	ONE	OF	THE	BIRDS	OF	THE	TOUR.	

CROWS,	JAYS	&	MAGPIES:	CORVIDAE	

Pied	Crow	 	 	 	 Corvus	albus	
A	common	and	conspicuous	bird	throughout.	

LARKS:	ALAUDIDAE	

*Madagascar	Lark	 	 	 Mirafra	hova	
This	odd	lark,	that	may	eventually	be	assigned	a	new	genus,	was	seen	a	number	of	times	in	the	southwest.	
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SWALLOWS:	HIRUNDINIDAE	

Plain	(Brown-throated)	Martin	 Riparia	paludicola	cowani	 	 Essp.	
Just	seen	the	once	in	Andasibe.	
Mascarene	Martin	 	 	 Phedina	borbonica	 	 	 RE	
Commonly	recorded	throughout	in	both	southwest	and	east.	
Barn	Swallow		 	 	 Hirundo	rustica	
Just	noticed	on	one	day	at	Belalanda	Wetlands	near	Ifaty,	where	3	birds	were	noted.	

BULBULS:	PYCNONOTIDAE	

Madagascar	Bulbul	 	 	 Hypsipetes	m.	Madagascariensis	 RE	
An	abundant	Malagasy	bird	in	a	variety	of	habitats,	seen	in	good	numbers,	and	on	all	but	a	few	days.	

REED-WARBLERS	&	ALLIES:	ACROCEPHALIDAE	

Madagascar	Brush-Warbler	 	 Nesillas	t.	typical	 	 	 RE	
Recorded	on	at	least	five	days	of	the	tour,	in	both	the	southwest	and	east.	
*Subdesert	Brush-Warbler	 	 Nesillas	lantzi		
A	specialty	of	the	spiny	forest,	a	couple	were	seen	in	Parc	Mosa,	Ifaty	(where	they	were	heard	frequently).	 	
*Madagascar	Swamp-Warbler	 Acrocephalus	newtoni	
Seen	first	at	Belalanda	Wetlands	near	Ifaty,	and	subsequently	several	times	in	Mantadia.	 	
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MALAGASY	WARBLERS:	BERNIERIDAE	 (ENDEMIC	FAMILY)	

*White-throated	Oxylabes	 	 Oxylabes	madagascariensis	
Seen	twice	in	the	eastern	rainforests,	at	Iaroka	Forest	and	Mantadia.	 	
*Long-billed	Bernieria	(Greenbul)	 Bernieria	madagascariensis	
A	pair	of	these	well-named	“warblers”	were	seen	in	the	transition	forest	in	Zombitse.	
*Wedge-tailed	Jery	 	 	 Hartertula	flavoviridis	 	 H	
Heard	on	our	miserably	wet	morning	in	Iaroka	Forest.	
Thamnornis	(Warbler)	 	 Thamnornis	chloropetoides	
Great	views	were	had	of	this	spiny	forest	specialty	in	Parc	Mosa,	Ifaty.	
*Spectacled	Tetraka	(Greenbul)	 Xanthornixis	zosterops	
Seen	on	three	different	days	in	eastern	rainforests	around	Andasibe.	
*Appert’s	Tetraka		 	 	 Xanthornixis	apperti	
Confined	to	just	4	forest	patches,	this	extremely	local	species	was	seen	very	well	at	Zombitse,	where	a	pair	was	seen.	
*Grey-crowned	Tetraka	 	 Xanthornixis	cinereiceps	
Just	the	one	seen,	during	one	of	our	visits	to	Mantadia	NP	in	the	eastern	rainforest.	
*Rand's	Warbler	 	 	 Randia	pseudozosterops	 	 GO	
Just	seen	by	Sam,	when	a	small	group	were	seen	in	the	Andasibe	area.	

CISTICOLAS	&	ALLIES:	CISTICOLIDAE	

*Common	Jery	 	 	 Neomixis	tenella	
Seen	on	three	days	in	the	dry	southwest,	and	also	recorded	in	Andasibe	in	the	eastern	rainforest	too.	
*Green	Jery	 	 	 	 Neomixis	viridis	
A	vocal	bird	came	in	close	along	the	road	in	the	rainforest	at	Mantadia	NP.	
*Stripe-throated	Jery		 	 Neomixis	striatigula	
Observed	regularly	in	the	spiny	forests	of	the	southwest,	where	very	conspicuous	and	vocal;	also	seen	in	Andasibe.	
Madagascar	Cisticola		 	 Cisticola	cherina	 	 	 RE	
Recorded	at	a	few	sites,	although	especially	conspicuous	at	Belalalanda	Wetlands,	near	Ifaty.	

WHITE-EYES,	YUHINAS	&	ALLIES:	ZOSTEROPIDAE	

Madagascar	White-eye	 	 Zosterops	maderaspatanus	 	 RE	
Recorded	on	six	days	of	the	tour,	all	sightings	being	in	the	east.	

OLD	WORLD	FLYCATCHERS:	MUSCICAPIDAE	

*Madagascar	Magpie-Robin	 	 Zosterops	maderaspatanus	
A	common	Malagasy	endemic,	recorded	on	all	but	a	few	days.	
*Littoral	Rock-Thrush	 	 Monticola	imerina	
Endemic	to	coastal	southwest	Madagascar;	this	local	species	was	seen	well	at	a	traditional	site	in	Anakao.	
African	Stonechat	 	 	 Saxicola	torquatus	sibilla	 	 Essp.	
Seen	on	three	different	days,	around	Andasibe,	and	on	the	journey	to	Tana	from	there.	
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STARLINGS:	STURNIDAE	

Common	Myna	 	 	 Acridotheres	tristis	
This	introduced	species	was	recorded	almost	daily.	

SUNBIRDS	AND	SPIDERHUNTERS:	NECTARINIIDAE	

Souimanga	Sunbird	 	 	 Cinnyris	souimanga	s./apolis		 RE	
A	common	and	beautiful	Malagasy	bird,	seen	on	all	but	two	days	of	the	tour.	
Madagascar	(Green)	Sunbird	 Cinnyris	n.	notatus	 	 	 RE	
Seen	a	couple	of	times	in	the	Andasibe	area	in	the	east.	

WAGTAILS	AND	PIPITS:	MOTACILLIDAE	

*Madagascar	Wagtail		 	 Motacilla	flaviventris		
This	common	endemic	was	seen	daily	in	the	east.	

WEAVERS	AND	ALLIES:	PLOCEIDAE	

*Nelicourvi	Weaver		 	 	 Ploceus	nelicourvi		
This	handsome	weaver	was	seen	on	three	occasions	in	the	Andasibe	area.	
*Sakalava	Weaver	 	 	 Ploceus	sakalava	
This	yellow-headed	weaver	was	seen	five	different	days	in	the	dry	southwest.	
Red	(Magagascar)	Fody	 	 Foudia	madagascariensis	 	 RE	
Recorded	on	at	least	four	different	days,	in	Tana,	and	also	around	our	hotel	in	Andasibe.	
*Forest	Fody	 	 	 	 Foudia	omissa	
Singles	were	seen	on	four	different	days	in	the	Mantadia	area,	which	included	one	scarlet-headed	male.	

WAXBILLS	&	ALLIES:	ESTRILDIDAE	

*Madagascar	Munia	(Mannikin)	 Lonchura	nana	
Good	numbers	were	seen	at	Belalanda	Wetlands	in	the	southwest.	

	

	

PLEASE	NOTE:	Other	annotated	checklists,	and	photos,	follow…	
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MAMMALS	

MOUSE	AND	DWARF	LEMURS:	CHEIROGALEIDAE	 (ENDEMIC	FAMILY)	

*Gray-brown	Mouse	Lemur	 	 Microcebus	griseorufus	
Two	roosting	animals	were	seen	in	Arboretum	d'Antsokay	in	Tulear.	

	

*Goodman's	Mouse	Lemur	 	 Microcebus	lehilahytsara	
Singles	were	seen	on	two	different	night	walks	in	Andasibe.	
*Crossley's	Dwarf	Lemur	 	 Cheirogaleus	crossleyi	
Three	different	individuals	were	seen	during	our	final	night	walk	in	Andasibe.	

SPORTIVE	LEMURS:	LEPILEMURIDAE	 (ENDEMIC	FAMILY)	

*Hubbard’s	Sportive	Lemur	 	 Lepilemur	hubbardi	
Several	were	seen	well	at	known	roost	sites	in	Zombitse.	Also	known	as	Zombitse	Sportive	Lemur.	
*Petter's	Sportive	Lemur	 	 Lepilemur	petteri	
A	roosting	animal	was	seen	at	Ifaty.	The	only	sportive	lemur	in	range,	but	some	think	this	is	actually	a	new,	
undescribed	species.	
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TRUE	LEMURS:	LEMURIDAE	 	 	 (ENDEMIC	FAMILY)	

*Eastern	Lesser	(Gray)	Bamboo	Lemur	 Hapalemur	griseus	
A	pair	of	these	lemurs	were	found	within	a	bamboo	stand	in	Mantadia	NP,	in	the	east	
*Common	Brown	Lemur	 	 Eulemur	fulvus	
Seen	once	in	the	town	of	Andasibe,	and	several	times	in	Mantadia	NP,	both	in	the	eastern	rainforest	belt.	

	

*Red-bellied	Lemur	 	 	 Eulemur	rubriventer	
Only	found	once,	when	a	troop	of	3	were	seen	in	Mantadia;	one	of	them	paused	and	glared	at	us	for	a	while!	
*Black-and-white	Ruffed	Lemur	 Varecia	variegate	
This	amazing	lemur,	resembling	a	well-groomed	poodle	in	a	Crufts	competition,	was	seen	twice	in	Mantadia.	

WOOLLY	LEMURS,	SIFAKAS	AND	INDRI:	INDRIDAE		 (ENDEMIC	FAMILY)	

*Eastern	Woolly	Lemur	(Avahi)	 Avahi	laniger	
Our	final	lemur	of	the	trip,	found	roosting	on	the	final	morning	in	Andasibe,	before	we	departed	for	Tana.	
*Diademed	Sifaka	 	 	 Propithecus	edwardsi		 	
Arguably	one	of	Madagascar’s	best-looking	lemurs;	seen	well	at	Mantadia	NP	and	Andasibe.	 	
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*Verreaux’s	Sifaka	 	 	 Propithecus	verreauxi	
A	troop	containing	a	variety	of	pelage	colors	(and	babies),	was	seen	feeding	extensively	by	the	roadside	in	Zombitse.	
*Indri	 	 	 	 	 Indri	Indri	
The	largest,	noisiest,	and	most	famous	of	all	the	lemurs.	Their	loud	choruses	were	heard	emanating	from	the	eastern	
rainforests	regularly	at	Andasibe	and	Mantadia,	and	we	enjoyed	great	close	ups	of	them	calling	at	the	latter	site	on	
our	final	visit	there.	Predictably,	ONE	OF	THE	HIGHLIGHTS	OF	THE	TOUR.	

TENRECS:	TENRECIDAE	 (ENDEMIC	FAMILY)	

*Lowland	Streaked	Tenrec	 	 Hemicentetes	semispinosus	
One	was	seen	very	briefly	in	a	night	walk	in	Andasibe,	and	then	a	super	daytime	view	came	in	Mantadia	NP.	
A	spectacular	sighting,	and	therefore	ONE	OF	THE	HIGHLIGHTS	OF	THE	TOUR.	

CETACEANS	

Humpback	Whale	 	 	 Megaptera	novaeangliae	
Three	of	these	beasts	were	seen	near	Nosy	Ve,	with	some	even	leaping	out	of	the	water	several	times.	

REPTILES	

CHAMELEONS:	CHAMAELEONIDAE	

*Ramantsoa’s	Leaf	Chameleon		 Brookesia	ramanantsoai	
One	was	seen	during	a	night	walk	in	Andasibe,	in	the	eastern	forests.	
*Brown	Leaf	Chameleon		 	 Brookesia	superciliaris	
One	of	these	small	chameleons	was	seen	by	day	in	Mantadia	NP.	
*Perinet	Leaf	Chameleon		 	 Brookesia	therezieni	
One	of	these	tiny,	horned	chameleons	was	seen	at	Iaroka	Forest,	in	the	eastern	rainforests.	
*Short-horned	Chameleon	 	 Calumma	brevicorne	
Our	final	chameleon	of	the	tour,	found	sitting	in	the	sunshine	on	our	final	morning	in	Andasibe.	
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*Big	Nose	Chameleon		 	 Calumma	brevicorne	
One	was	seen	during	a	night	walk	in	Andasibe,	which	included	other	chameleons	including	the	massive	Parson’s.	
*Perinet	(Band-bellied)	Chameleon	Calumma	gastrotaenia	
One	of	three	species	of	chameleon	seen	during	a	very	productive	hour-long	night	walk	in	“Perinet”	(now	Andasibe).	
*Parson's	(Giant)	Chameleon	 Calumma	parsonii	
A	male	and	female	were	seen	during	our	memorable	chameleon	filled	night	walk	in	Andasibe.	
Undoubtedly,	this	huge	chameleon	was	ONE	OF	THE	HIGHLIGHTS	OF	THE	TOUR.	

	
*Oustalet's	Chameleon	 	 Furcifer	oustaleti	
This	large	chameleon	was	seen	sitting	at	eye	level	in	the	forest	at	Zombitse	in	Southwest	Madagascar.	
*Warty	Chameleon	 	 	 Furcifer	verrucosus	
Seen	a	couple	of	times	in	the	dry	southwest,	at	Arboretum	d'Antsokay	in	Tulear	and	Ifaty.	
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MADAGASCAN	IGUANAS:	OPURIDAE	 (ENDEMIC	FAMILY)	

*Three-eyed	Lizard	 	 	 Chalarodon	madagascariensis	
Two	of	these	distinctive	lizards	were	seen	at	Zombitse	in	the	southwest.	

	

*Merrem’s	Madagascar	Swift	 Oplurus	cyclurus	
One	was	found	at	Arboretum	d'Antsokay,	our	first	reptile	of	the	tour!	

GECKOS:	GEKKONIDAE	

*Mossy	Leaf-tailed	Gecko	 	 Uroplatus	sikorae	
One	was	seen	in	camouflage	mode	(extremely	impressive),	and	at	night,	when	it	was	active	and	conspicuous.	
*Standing’s	Day	Gecko	 	 Phelsuma	standing	
Singles	were	seen	in	the	spiny	forest	at	Ifaty	and	in	the	forest	at	Zombitse,	both	in	the	southwest.	
*Thicktail	Day	Gecko		 	 Phelsuma	mutabilis	
One	was	found	in	the	southwest	at	Zombitse,	and	another	in	the	eastern	forest	at	Andasibe.	
*Lined	Day	Gecko	 	 	 Phelsuma	lineata	
One	was	seen	twice	in	the	hotel	grounds	in	Andasibe,	an	attractive	vivid	green	reptile	with	bright	red	spots.	
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PLATED	LIZARDS:	GERRHOSAURIDAE	

*Madagascar	Plated	Lizard	 	 Zonosaurus	madagascariensis	
Just	the	one	was	found,	in	Mantadia.	

BOAS:	BOIDAE	

*Eastern	Madagascar	Tree	Boa	 Sanzinia	madagascariensis	
One	was	curled	up	beside	the	entrance	to	a	reserve	in	Andasibe.	

AMPHIBIANS	

MANTELLAS:	MANTELLIDAE		 (ENDEMIC	FAMILY)	

*Green	Bright-eyed	Frog	 	 Boophis	viridis	
This	beautiful	blue-throated	frog	was	seen	on	a	fantastic	night	walk	in	Andasibe.	
*Baron’s	Mantella	 	 	 Mantell	baroni		
This	multicolored	frog,	which	appears	like	the	poison	dart	frogs	of	the	Americas,	was	seen	in	Iaroka	Forest	in	the	east.	

	

BUTTERFLIES	

SWALLOWTAILS:	PAPILIONIDAE	

*On	this	short	custom	tour,	not	much	attention	was	paid	to	butterflies!	
*Madagascar	Giant	Swallowtail	 	 Pharmacophagus	antenor	 	
Recorded	at	several	sites	in	the	dry	southwest.	
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WHITES	AND	SULPHURS:	PRIERIDAE	

*Madagascar	Caper	White	 	 	 Belenois	helcida	
Seen	on	several	occasions	on	the	rainforest	edge	in	Mantadia	NP.	

OTHER	INVERTEBRATES	

Giant	African	Land	Snail	 	 	 Lissachatina	fulica	
One	was	seen	in	Iaroka	Forest	in	the	eastern	rainforests.	
Golden	Orb-web	Spider	 	 	 Nephila	sp.	
Observed	on	a	few	occasions	in	the	rainforests	of	the	east.	
*Huntsman	Spider	 	 	 	 Damastes	sp.	
One	was	found	in	Sam’s	hotel	room	in	Andasibe	(he	was	none	too	happy	about	this!)	
*Flatid	Leaf	Insect	 	 	 	 Phromnia	rosea	
These	amazing	insects	were	seen	in	their	hundreds	in	one	patch	of	bushes	in	Zombitse	in	the	dry	southwest.	
*Madagascar	Hissing	Cockroach	 	 Gromphadorhina	portentosa	
One	found	in	Tulear	was	assumed	to	be	this	species.	
*Giraffe-necked	Weevil	 	 	 Trachelophorus	giraffa	
This	spectacular	and	unique	insect	was	found	a	couple	of	times	in	Mantadia	NP…	
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TREES	

*Traveller’s	Palm	 	 	 Ravenala	madagascariensis	
Seen	widely	though	the	country.	Although	introduced	all	over	the	world,	only	native	to	this	island.	
Octopus	Tree	 	 	 	 Didiereaceae	sp.	
One	of	the	signature	trees	of	the	spiny	forest	in	Ifaty.	
*Western	Baobab	 	 	 Adansonia	za	
Plenty	were	seen	during	our	day	trip	to	Zombitse	in	the	southwest.	
*Fony	Baobab		 	 	 Adansonia	rubrostipa	
These	amazing	trees	(below)	were	a	highlight	of	our	time	in	Parc	Mosa,	Ifaty.	

	
	


