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TROPICAL
BIRDING

A Tropical BirdingSET DEPARTURE tour

Taiwan: Formosan Endemics and Migration
Main tour: 13¢ 18 April 2019
Matsu pre-tour extension: 18¢ 27 April 2019

TOUR LEADBRNick Athanasand Da ChilChen(main tour); Keith Barnes (extension)
Reportand photosoy Nick Athanas
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This was my second trip to Taiwan, and every bit as fun and successful as my last trip in Novengreugur
managed to see every endemic bird speciefgad that has become much less common following recent splits
of several birds, most notably Taiwan Thru8bril is one of the best times to visit this island nation as many
birds are starting to nest, g@age migrants are still coming through, some winterers are lingering, and the
sweltering summer heat has not yet arrived. We had a friendly tour group (with some truly-egsle
observers), and on the main tour were helped byexatellent local guide anttanslator, Da Chih Cherwho
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also went by his Englisfil YS 2 F & S8ome rdig ¢ar d@lvys be expected on this wet island, but we
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way of brds.

This wasalsothe first time Tropical Birding offered the Matsu extension, which visited the migrant traps of
Dongyin and Nagan Islands. While wellinown to Taiwanese birders, this was a groubictaking destination

for western tour groups, as evidead by the fact that our visihadefront-page news in the local newspaper!
Migration birdingis very hit and miss, but we were fortunate on our inaugural trip with excellent activity and
decent weather Keith Barnes led the extension, but | joined toonglavith Charley Hesse (who led another
concurrent main tour) sdhere was no shortage of guide¥.SA 1 KQa 6AFS |, @2yySsz |
along on the extension to help with some of the logistical hurtles, and her assistanqaessdntcompany
were greatly appreciatedThe extension was run before the main tour to hit the peéknigration at theideal
time.
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Forest Wagtail was one of many superb migrants we saw on the extension

13 Aprit TheMatsu pretour extension commenced this evening as wahgred at our designated meeting
point near the international airport, then drove through Taipei City towards the coast. After a nice welcome
dinner near the ferry dock in Keelung City, we went through cliredkrmalities and then boarded the ship.
Dropping bags in the bunk rooms, we headed up top and spent a few minutes watching the ferry pull awa
from port and start steaming north before going to bed. It was a bit rough for a little whilehbatthe waves
calmed down and it was a fairly smooth criogs
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14 Aprit We awoke to music blaring on the loudspeaker, signaling that the ship was pulling up to its first por
of call, Nangan Island. As we were continuing on to Dongyin Island, we gathered in the cafeteria for breakfa
and then had someparetime before the ferry was set to depart. We disembarked and walked around the
port for a little while, seeing ouffirst Lightmantled Bulbuls Yellow-browed Warblers and even a
Manchurian BusHWVarbler. There was a snrgasbord of
pipits on hand as a fe@live-backed Pipitforaged near
the forest edge, and a horde &tedthroated Pipitshad
taken over a nearby baseball field. Sorting through the
got us a feiww A O K I NRadd a lendAhitridad (Buff
bellied) Pipit It was nearing departure time, so w,
reboarded the ship and embarkedNe spent the two
hour journey on deck hoping for some pelagics. The
were a few birds around, but they were mostly dista
and much of the birding was camebased as we shot
distant specksand identified them later from phats,
including Rednecked Phalaropge Blacktailed (photo
right) and & | S dz3 LdsséRBlagkacked Gulls and
Great Crestecand Common TernsAfter arriving on the - :
tiny island of Dongyin, we dropped our stuff in the hotel, grabbed some Iunch and theie@wt into the

field eager to see some migrants.F G SNJ a G 2 LILJA Yy 3 |+ (i likeSandBlackfacédBNddigs O S
were feeding on the lawand aPale ThrusHlew by flashing its whitéail corners we headed dowrio a small
vegetable farm. W knew we were onto something straight away when we saw a gajgibotographers all
lined up with huge lenses. Quickly we started spotting great migratgsatchersvere everywhere with the
flashyNarcissusand Mugimaki Flycatchersheadlining a show tht also includedsraystreaked Ferruginous
Taiga and Asian Brown Daurian Redstart Siberian Stonechat Redflanked Bluetail Brown-rumped
Minivet, and a flashyChestnut Buntingvere also around whil®acificand House Swiftircled overhead. As

the paradeof new birds ebbed, we headed to a different spot down a steep valley, flushing up Grgw
headed Lapwingsnd watching a very tiretbokingOriental Pratincoledozing in a gardefphoto below. We

had our firstDusky Warblersand then a great ghting of a couple ofellow-browedand¢ NR&A & G NI Y Q&
We finished the day at a small running traamkd reservoir, findind.ittle Ringed PloverEurasian Wigeon
Chinese PondHeron, andCrested Myna

Bt
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15 Aprit We started the morning back at themning track, hoping to find some more birds before the joggers
arrivedand chased them awayl hings started off well with a gorgeous malellow-breasted Buntingoerched

in the bushesg this species is now considered critically endangered due to recertigit@us population
decline that is not fully understood, but is at least partly due to trapping during migration. Walking around the
track, we also addedreater SanePlover, Wood Sandpiper Common Snipe and Sharptailed Sandpiper
before heading back tthe veggie garden. Only one photographer was present, but he had put out some
mealworms that were attracting a gorgeo&®srest Wagtailalong with a few other species lil&berian Blue
Robin Activity was still good and many of the same species from yaegewere presentput some new
species for the trip includedapaneseand Brown-headed ThrushesandAshy Minivet AGrayfaced Buzzard
soared overhead along with more swifts and soRedrumped Swallows We covered various other sites on
this little islard over the course of the rest of the day, addivgllow-rumped FlycatcherEastern Buzzard
Peregrine FalcopBramblingt I £ £ I & Qa [E&asién Wrynétkahd3hdalwayentertaining Eurasian
Hoopoeto the rapidlygrowing list.

16 Apriv. ! ljdzA O1 OKSO1 ySINJ 0KS @Aaraia2NnRna OSyidaSNI 2y
GSNE az22y 2y | FSNNE o6FO1 (G2 bly3alyo 2S5 Winbelsd2 &
distant flock ofGarganeyand a few other shorebirds that we would see far better later on in the trip. After
sorting out the vehiclesve headed out to the west side of the island. Nangan is much larger than Dongyin
with more extensive forest cover, so thegrants are not as concentrated, but this is balanced by the fact that
it has a highewoverall diversity. Our first stop near a dam got us a percl@&@ayfaced Buzzarda flock of
Oriental Greenfinchesa nice maleBlue-and-white Flycatcher and a fewComma Kingfishers along with
some of the same species we had seen on Dongyin. A couple other stops ‘ddliiea-billed Grosbeak
Eyebrowed ThrushBlackthroated Tit, and Redbilled Starlingbefore breaking for lunch. A small garden near
the restaurant was qite productive too with the onlyyellow Buntingsof the trip along withBlue Rock
Thrush moreLittle Buntings and others. We spent the rest of the afternoon checking various other hotspots
¢ highlights were a flock divhite-shouldered Starlingsa singig Blue WhistlingThrush and some tidal flats

that that we hit at the perfect timeAlong with various shorebirds such bBssser Sanélover and Marsh
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Sandpiper the muddy inlet was covered withungrywagtails includingCitrine, Gray, White and two diffeent
races ofEastern Yellow WagtailWe rounded out the day at a hele-the wall restaurant recommended by a
FNASYR 2F |, @2yySQas g¢skieNdRus thdidght wasti® Restaneal of thd whaldtrip.i A O

17 April: Our last morning on Matsu was sunny and absolutely beauifidt ideal for migration birding! We

had a nice walk around the west side of the island enjoying the weather, scenery, and some common bird
We did add one scarce migrara Japanese Spaswhawk, before heading to the airport and flying back to
Taipei. We stopped at Guandu Nature Park on the north side of the city for some very productive birding. TF
wetlands held a nice variety of waterbirds includiBgstern Spebilled Duck Greenwinged TeaJ Longtoed

and Rednecked Stints and even twoBlackfaced Spoonbills We flushed up an immaturMalayan Night
Heronthat posed for photos in a tree, and watchedCaested SerpenEaglesoar over, dwarfing the nearby
Crested GoshawkWe had our fst Gray Treepiesand Plain PriniasandTaiwan Barbetwvas the first endemic

bird ofthe trip, giving a taste of what was to corna the main tour We spent the nightn the north coast.
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Our visit to Matsu made the local newspaper
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18 Aprit YehliuGeopat R2Say Qi 2LISYy dzyGAf yYnnlYs a2 ¢S &LJS
sites, whereWhite-cheeked Starlingwvas the highlight among a bunch of more common species like the
introduced White-collared Starling Even though we got to Yehliu a fewnuies early, there were already
throngs of tourists pouring out of buses. The park is famous for its oddly shaped eroded geological formation
SalLISOALFffe G¢KS vdzSSSyQa | SIFIRéEZXT gKAOK Aa GK2dzaKG
pey AyadzZ I gAGK &a2YS GNBSa |4 GKS GALE 6KAOK | faz
were there. Few visitors venture far along the trail and we soon had the park almost to ourselves. We saw
few Pacific ReedHeronsalong the rocky cast on the walk ouand then aYellow-bellied Priniain a thicket,
though overall it was pretty quiet with more butterflies than birds. Near the end of the trail, we finally hit the
avian jackpot with a gobsmackingly beautiful madgpanese ParadisElycatter that made the trip worth it,

as well as &aiwan ScimitaiBabbler We drove back to Taipei over the mountains, making stops tdB&eek
Eagleanda pair of nestingraiwan Blue Magpigbefore ending the extension in Taoyuan, where we spent the
night ard met up with thosgust joining the main touras well as our local guide Da Chih.

Taiwan Blue Magpie
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