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Northwest Argentina 
With an afternoon in Buenos Aires 

5 – 16 November 2009 
 

Tour leader: Nick Athanas 
Report and photos: Nick Athanas 

 
This was the first of a pair of custom Northwest 
Argentina tours I led in the spring of 2009. It was a 
fairly fast-paced trip, designed that way due to 
limited vacation time available to some of the 
group. We covered a lot of ground and crammed in 
a lot of great sites in this beautiful and lightly 
populated part of the country. After a bit of bad 
luck early on, the tides turned in a major way with 
fantastic birding and a series of mega sightings in 

the last several days on the trip. In what was really only 11 days of birding, we saw nearly 370 
species, a total more typical of a 2 to 2.5 week tour. While sleep was at a premium on this trip 
(the sun rose at 6:30am and set at 8:00pm), we still seemed to always stay up a bit too late 
enjoying a few bottles of the great local wine and some spirited conversation. Good company 
is always one of the key elements of a great trip, and that helped make for a very fun and 
successful tour! 
 
5 November: Most people coming to Argentina fly through it’s cosmopolitan capital, Buenos 
Aires. Flight connections, plus the fact that the domestic airport is an hour away from the 
international airport, mean that many people like to spend a night in this vibrant city. This is not 
wasted time; even if you are not into seeing the sights of the city, since there is a fantastic bird 
reserve only a few miles from downtown. Since I was already in Tucumán before the group, 
Jeff, John, and Dick visited this reserve on their own. Water levels have dropped dramatically 
in recent years, so waterbird numbers are down, but they still saw a few like Coscoroba 
Swan, Ringed Teal, Rosy-billed Pochard, and Spot-flanked Gallinule. Some of the 
interesting landbirds included Sulphur-bearded Spinetail, the rare Ash-colored Cuckoo, 
Wren-like Rushbird, Many-colored Rush-Tyrant, and 
Rusty-collared Seedeater. The evening was spent 
enjoying some great Argentinean steaks and a glass or two 
of wine. 
 
6 November: Not only was the flight on time, it was early! 
Good thing as there were some issues with the rental car 
to sort out before we headed up into the Andes. Before 
long we had reached the Rio Los Sosa, the best site in 
Argentina for Rufous-throated Dipper (photo right), a 
must-see bird here. After a few fruitless stops (though we 
did see Torrent Ducks), Dick spotted one on the rocks, 
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and we got the scope on it for decent views. A 
well-chosen picnic spot higher up landed us 
two endemics, the striking Yellow-striped 
Brush-Finch (photo left) and a cooperative 
White-browed Tapaculo. With no time to 
spare, we headed up to the reservoir below 
Tafí, called Dique La Angostura, quickly 
finding a Correndera Pipit and flushing up a 
South American Snipe. Most of the 
waterbirds seemed to be on the far side of the 
lake, but Red Shoveler was a new one. We 
stopped briefly in Tafí to dump our luggage in 
the hotel and see Gray-hooded Parakeet, 
then continued on to the higher elevations 
above town. Weather was favorable and we 
took full advantage of it, finding our primary 
target, Tucuman Mountain-Finch (the 
headline photo of this report), without too 
much hassle. Other afternoon stops got us 
Buff-breasted and Straight-billed 

Earthcreepers, Puna and Cordilleran Canasteros, D'Orbigny's Chat-Tyrant, as well as first 
sightings of many of the common high Andean species, before returning to the hotel for a nice 
dinner, not to mention more wine to celebrate a very successful start of the trip. 
 
7 November: We awoke to the thickest fog I've ever seen in my life. I'm not kidding when I say 
we couldn't see more than a few yards ahead of us. Luckily we had hit our key targets the 
previous afternoon, but it was a slow and stressful drive to get over the pass at El Infiernillo 
and down out of the fog. Soon we scored the expected Scale-throated Earthcreeper as well 
as our first Patagonian Mockingbird, then headed down to the monte deserts to the north, 
stopping for White-fronted Woodpecker and White-tipped Plantcutter. These super-arid 
inter-Andean valleys host several species found nowhere else. One of them, the White-
throated Cacholote (photo right), builds 
really conspicuous stick nests, and we 
found one bird easily at the very first nest 
we stopped for, and also got Ringed 
Warbling-Finch nearby. Another one, the 
dull but entertaining Sandy Gallito 
required more effort, and we tromped 
around the desert for a while before we 
found one, first seeing it sprint between 
bushes with its tail cocked up, then perch 
up and sing. This excursion also produced 
our only Tufted Tit-Spinetail of the tour. 
A brief stop at the Quilmes ruins was 
interesting but had no new birds, and we 
carried on Cafayate, stopping both for 
Burrowing Parrots and lunch. After 
lunch, we carried on north through the 
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astounding scenery of the Quebrada de las 
Conchas, with desert vistas similar to those of the 
American West. Farther north we had the most 
surprising stop of the trip; in a spot where the road 
went past a farm and some scrubby woodland, a 
flock of little black and white birds caused me to 
screech to a halt and pull a quick "U"ey. They 
turned out to be Black-crested Finches, super 
handsome and the only ones for the tour, but that 
was only the beginning. In rapid succession we 
also found Many-colored Chaco-Finch, Stripe-
capped Sparrow, Red-crested Finch, Checkered 
Woodpecker, Ultramarine Grosbeak, and a 
dozen more common species; a remarkable 
concentration of birds for this uninspiring site. The 
day wasn't over. After a stop for fuel and a caffeine 
infusion, we turned onto the road to Cachi, soon 
stopping for Spot-breasted Thornbird at a nest, 
thena male White-winged Black-Tyrant a bit later. 

The road turned to dirt at the start of the Cuesta del Obispo and we started climbing up. 
Birding some quebradas got us Rock Earthcreeper (photo above), the stunning Red-tailed 
Comet and a few others before time finally ran out and we headed for our nice hotel in the 
picturesque town of Cachi. We had covered a lot of ground today! 
 
8 November: A sleep-in was out of the question as we had to be back out in the field at dawn 
to have any chance at Elegant Crested-Tinamou. They turned up on cue for amazing views, 
walking around on the desert floor among the big cardón cacti that dot the landscape; they 
were a great start to the day! Back down at the Cuesta del Obispo, we scoured more 
quebradas for Rufous-bellied Saltator without luck, but saw Rufous-sided Warbling-Finch, 
Gray-hooded Sierra-Finch, Yellow-
billed and Tufted Tit-Tyrants (photo 
right), Rufous-naped Ground-
Tyrant, Rufous-banded Miner, 
Brown-capped Tit-Spinetail, and 
Giant Hummingbird, while soaring 
Andean Condors looked down on 
us from high above. We had lunch at 
a local restaurant, and just 
afterwards got an Andean Tinamou 
right next to the road. We worked our 
way back to Salta, having a first 
taste of some yungas birds, with our 
first Plush-crested Jays, Saffron-
billed Sparrow, Azara's Spinetail, 
and Sclater's Tyrannulet. 
Eventually we arrived at our hotel in 
the city of Salta, where we spent the 
night. 
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9 November: An early start got us down to the 
chaco at Palomitas right at dawn, where Chaco 
Chachalacas and Dusky-legged Guans were 
all over the road. We were hoping for seriemas, 
which today were distant and we only heard 
them. The birding here was really quite good 
otherwise, with a constant stream of new birds 
coming through the morning. A pair of Spot-
backed Puffbirds were seen early on along 
with several Black-capped Warbling-Finches, 
then we walked through an overgrown field 
finding at least eight Brushland Tinamous and 
some Grassland Sparrows. Birding along the 
dirt road was productive with Stripe-crowned 
Spinetail (photo right), Little Thornbird, Chaco 
Earthcreeper, Cinereous Tyrant, Gilded 
Sapphire, and Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl 
among many others. Later on, we drove a 
couple of hours farther down to the farming town 
of JV Gonzales, where we stayed two nights. It's not a very inspiring place, but it's well located 
and there is a simple but clean hotel. It was uncharacteristically cool for this low, dry area, so 
we headed out again soon to a dirt road near the town of El Tunal, quickly connecting with a 
handsome Stripe-backed Antbird that everyone saw well. A leisurely walk through the chaco 
got us a striking male Blue-tufted Starthroat, and we encountered our first Olive-crowned 
Crescentchest, which stayed hidden and no one really saw it particularly well. We vowed to 
try again tomorrow. 
 
10 November: Didn't have to try too hard, as it turns out. One of the first birds we encountered 
was a sharp looking Olive-crowned Crescentchest right on the edge of the Santo Domingo 
road northeast of town, but the Jaguarundi that ran across the road in front of us might have 
been even better. It was a surprisingly cool morning, but the wind got stronger and stronger as 
time went on. By the time we got to our main birding track, clouds of dust were blowing around 
in mini cyclones. We persevered and ended up with great views of Red-billed Scythebill, 
Brown Cacholote, Crested Gallito 
(photo right), and Crested Hornero 
before the dust storm drove us back to 
the shelter of the car. Back out on the 
main dirt road, it was a little bit better 
and we carried on a bit, finding 
Scimitar-billed Woodcreeper and 
Lark-like Brushrunner before driving 
slowly back to town for lunch and a 
break. Jeff wasn't in the mood for a 
siesta, so he went birding out behind 
town in what turned out to be the town 
dump (though perhaps not officially). He 
found a Sooty-fronted Spinetail, 
Tawny-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant, and 
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Large Elaenia there, and convinced us to brave the debris and the stench after our siesta to 
go relocate them, which we did. We tried a few other sites around JV Gonzales that afternoon, 
seeing a lot of birds but nothing much new for the trip other than a Swainson's Flycatcher 
and an unusually low Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher. By evening it was raining, and the owner 
of the hotel said it was the first rain in months - based on the amount of dust around, we could 
believe that. 

 
11 November: The rain had 
stopped by morning - it hadn't 
rained much, but it was 
enough to keep the roads 
from being dusty for a few 
hours. He headed back to the 
El Tunal road, resuming our 
quest for seriemas, but sadly 
they never appeared. Bird 
activity was really quite high, 
but there wasn't much left new 
for us. White-naped 
Xenopsaris was a nice 
surprise, and three Comb 
Ducks flew over, before we 
finally had to leave and drive 
north through the sugar cane 
plantations to Libertador 
General San Martín. We 

checked into the hotel, grabbed a quick lunch, and stocked up on sandwiches for a picnic 
dinner since we planned to be out late. Soon we arrived at Calilegua National Park. This was 
the most biodiverse spot on the itinerary, and with only one night here we had to make the 
most of our time. It was a great afternoon, and the birds came fast and furious, starting with 
Dot-fronted Woodpecker, Two-banded Warbler, and Sclater's and Rough-legged 
Tyrannulets lower down, soon followed by a soaring King Vulture. Driving up the long, 
bumpy road we saw a Buff-browed Foliage-gleaner from the car. Finally reaching the top, we 
got out and walked the road where mixed flocks were everywhere. We soon picked up 
Ocellated Piculet, Buff-banded and White-throated Tyrannulets, Mountain Wren (photo 
above), Brown-capped Redstart, Crested Becard, Pale-legged Warbler, Andean Tyrant, 
Rusty-browed Warbling-Finch, Rust-and-yellow Tanager, Fulvous-headed Brush-Finch, 
and huge hordes of Common Bush-Tanagers. White-throated Antpitta is a specialty bird up 
here and we got absurdly lucky finding a singing bird in a gap in the vegetation just above the 
road, and even had it in the scope. Fog rolled in and enveloped us, and we drove back down 
the mountain to get out of it. It was pretty late by now and activity died down. We did get 
Stripe-headed Brush-Finch while waiting for dusk to fall, and soon a Rufous Nightjar started 
singing. We walked down the road to see it, and by the time we came back the main target for 
the night, Hoy's Screech-Owl was already singing. Fortunately it was a snap tonight, and we 
had brilliant views in the spotlight at quite close range. It was Jeff’s top bird of the tour, and we 
even got back to the hotel at a halfway reasonable hour. We had a celebratory beer and did 
the bird list, which totaled a remarkable 120 species for the day, a record for me on this tour. 
 



Tropical Birding                                www.tropicalbirding.com 6

12 November: Away early again to make the most of our only morning in Calilegua. First we 
concentrated on the semi-humid forest at the lower elevations, finding Toco Toucan, Green-
cheeked Parakeet, Ochre-cheeked Spinetail, and Black-capped Antwren among other 
common species. We then drove up higher, only to be stymied once again by dense fog. It was 
frustrating to hear the rare Tucuman Parrot in the dense mist and not see a thing, but there 
wasn't much we could do about it. We still found some birds up there including Green-backed 
Becard, Golden-rumped Euphonia, Golden-winged Cacique, Orange-headed Tanager, 
Planalto Hermit, and Smoky-brown Woodpecker before time ran out and we had to move 
on. It was only a couple of hours to drive through Jujuy and get to the quiet town of Yala, and 
we checked into our great little B&B with a big name (La Casona del Camino Real), took a 
short break, then headed out again. Red-faced Guan was the major goal here in the alder 
forests higher up, and we managed a brief view of one this afternoon before it took off flying 
down the mountain 
 
13 November: We still had 
another few hours at Yala, 
getting a better view of Red-
faced Guan and finding a 
female Slender-tailed 
Woodstar feeding on a 
flowering bush by the 
roadside. A male Rufous-
capped Antshrike came in 
close, and pair of Fawn-
breasted Tanagers added a 
splash of color to the morning. 
Later we made our way up the 
scenic Humahuaca Valley, 
stopping for lunch, a few 
minutes of souvenir shopping, 
a flock of the endemic Bare-
eyed Ground-Dove (photo 
right), and a Brown-backed 
Mockingbird. We got up onto the altiplano with plenty of time to check some of the local lakes, 
heading first to Runtuyoc. We must have hit it at the absolute best time – there was only a bit 
of water in it (it was bone dry and birdless a week later), and there was an amazing 
concentration of birds that we were able to see at very close range and great light. Puna, 
Andean, and Chilean Flamingos were the most eye-catching birds, but we quickly located 
Andean Goose, Crested Duck, Puna, Silver, and Speckled Teals, a few other more 
common ducks, Puna Ibis, Andean Lapwing, Puna Plover, and the stately Andean Avocet.  
Lots of energetic Andean Negritos dotted the edges of the lake, and we also had close views 
of Common and Puna Miners nearby. With still a bit of daylight left, we went to Laguna 
Huancar, finding our first White-tufted and Silvery Grebes of the tour, as well as Andean 
Ruddy-Duck. We thought we were going to be treated to a spectacle when a local climbed up 
a towering sand mountain in front of us with a snowboard, but he wasn’t exactly Olympic 
material, and we quickly grew bored of his agonizingly slow trip down. Our attention turned to 
the small flock of Mountain Parakeets that flew past, then we returned to Abra Pampa for the 
night. 
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14 November: We spent the morning 
driving the rough, dusty roads around 
Pozuelos Lake, starting well with a close 
Ornate Tinamou (photo right) from the 
car and the only Gray-hooded Sierra-
Finches of the tour. The altiplano was 
dotted with herds of wild Vicuñas and 
domestic llamas tended by their diligent 
shepherds. The Andean subspecies of the 
Lesser Rhea is scarce here, and can 
easily blend in with the mammals grazing 
around them, but after a lot of scanning 
Jeff was the first one to spot two distant 
birds. Later we had much better views of 
three birds sprinting through the puna near 
the roadside. We spent a lot of time 
tracking down a singing Gray-breasted Seedsnipe, unaware that we would eventually see an 
incredible flock of 70+ a few hours later. It was a new family for the group, and John picked it 
as his favorite sighting of the trip. Later on we had point-blank views of a Plain-breasted 
Earthcreeper and found some small flocks of Golden-spotted Ground-Dove. The top 
attraction for the day was the small lake above the tiny village of Lagunilla, which was 
absolutely jam-packed with birds, and amazingly, the most common bird on the lake was the 
rare Horned Coot! They were building nests everywhere, outnumbering the even bigger Giant 
Coot, not a common bird either. This lake had quite a lot of the same waterbirds we had seen 
yesterday as well as some wintering shorebirds. We drove through the slow afternoon hours to 
out hotel in the border town of La Quiaca, and soon headed out to the village of Yavi. Luck was 
running high as we found both Bare-eyed Ground-Dove and Citron-headed Yellow-Finch 
only moments after we got out of the car. Our next target, the rare Wedge-tailed Hillstar 
(photo below) required quite a bit more effort, as we had to walk up a little gully with a stream, 
getting our feet a bit wet, before a gaudy male flew in and sat in beautiful light, posing for a 
photo. It was a lifer even for me, my last hillstar, and it was my vote for best bird of the tour. On 
our way back to the hotel, we tried a quiet side road and found a close male Least Seedsnipe, 
a nice comparison to the vast numbers of Gray-breasteds we had seen earlier. 
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15 November: Rising early, we headed east on the road to the remote town of Santa Victoria, 
crossing a 4500 m (15,000 ft) pass just after dawn. The mountains were enshrouded in mist, 
and for a while we saw only Mountain Viscachas (rabbit-like creatures with long tails) 
scampering around in the ghostly landscape. Finally we got out of the clouds and into the 
morning sun, and started seeding birds. Slender-billed Miner started things off, followed by 
Red-backed Sierra-Finch, then we started seeing Andean Flickers everywhere. Our real 
goal was a patch of polylepis scrub far along the road, and we didn’t have a whole lot of time. 
We pressed on carefully; the going 
was slow due to the narrow rutted 
road, and we stopped only for a few 
new birds like Andean Swallow and 
Cinereous Ground-Tyrant, finally 
reaching the spot. With only about 
an hour to bird here, we really 
needed some luck, and the streak 
continued. A Zimmer’s Tapaculo 
came in instantly to some random 
playback, and after a couple of “false 
alarm” Plumbeous Sierra-Finches, 
we spotted a few of the rare and 
poorly-named Short-tailed Finch. 
Dick then managed to find the key 
Rufous-bellied Saltator (photo 
right) perched next to a little 
waterfall, and we all had great scope views – it was especially nice to score this pretty bird 
after having dipped it at Cuesta del Obispo earlier in the trip. Soon after, a pair of Tawny Tit-
Spinetails responded and came in close, and we departed, victorious, for the long drive back 
to La Quiaca and down the Humahuaca Valley. We stayed at our favorite B&B again near Yala 
and had a nice relaxing dinner and some great red wine. 
 
16 November: You would never believe it, but we actually slept in this morning! The previous 
day was really long, and some of the group were facing an all-night flight. After a late 
breakfast, we headed south towards Jujuy. We had barely gotten out of Yala when some 
plump birds perched in a tree right next to the busy highway brought me to a sudden stop. 
Jumping out of the car, we were elated to find that they were Tucuman Parrots, the ones that 
we had lost to the fog in Calilegua, and which we had long since given up hope for seeing. 
That would have been a fine bird to end the trip on, but we still had a few hours before our 
flight to Buenos Aires left. We drove the old highway, often called the La Cornisa Road, 
stopping occasionally at likely spots. We saw our only Greater Rheas in a field, and the 
reservoir called Dique La Cienaga produced a Limpkin, some White-cheeked Pintails, and a 
flock of Fulvous Whistling-Ducks, while some nearby woodland held a handsome Black-
and-chestnut Warbling-Finch. Some yungas forest higher up had many familiar birds from 
Calilegua as well as an Euler’s Flycatcher. At Dique Campo Alegre we heard a Huayco 
Tinamou, but time was up and we couldn’t spend time hunting it down. We got to the airport in 
time for a quick lunch before flying back to Buenos Aires and parting ways. 
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BIRD LIST 
This list includes all the bird species that were recorded by at least one of the group, including the leader. 
Taxonomy and nomenclature follow: Clements, James F. The Clements Checklist of Birds of the World. 
Sixth Edition, 2007, Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, including all updates through December 2008. 

Totals: 
365 bird species seen 
18 heard only 

Abbreviations: 
H=Heard only 
(I)=Introduced species 
(E)=Species endemic to Argentina 

 
 RHEAS RHEIDAE   

 Greater Rhea Rhea americana Three in a field south of Jujuy. 

 Lesser Rhea Rhea pennata garleppi The altiplano race is a likely future 
split. Jeff did well to spot the first 
two through the heat haze near 
Pozuelos, and a little while later we 
had much closer views of three 
more near the road. 

 TINAMOUS TINAMIDAE   

H Tataupa Tinamou Crypturellus tataupa Not pursued. 

H Huayco Tinamou Rhynchotus maculicollis Our last target as we headed for the 
Salta airport - they were calling near 
the Dique Campo Alegre but no luck 
seeing one. 

 Ornate Tinamou Nothoprocta ornata Two seen nicely along the road en 
route to Pozuelos. 

 Brushland Tinamou Nothoprocta cinerascens There was a whole field full of them 
at Palomitas. 

 Andean Tinamou Nothoprocta pentlandii One of the most responsive 
tinamous I've ever seen, it came 
right to the edge of the Cuesta del 
Obispo road. 

 Darwin's Nothura Nothura darwinii Amazingly Jeff saw one from the 
plane as we were taxiing for takeoff 
at the Salta airport. 

 Spotted Nothura Nothura maculosa Seen by some of the group at the 
Tucumán airport while I was dealing 
with the rental car. 

 Elegant Crested Tinamou Eudromia elegans Fantastic views of this beautiful 
tinamou along the road in Los 
Cardones NP 

 WATERFOWL ANATIDAE   

 White-faced Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna viduata Costanera Sur and lakes near Salta. 

 Fulvous Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor A few at Dique La Cienaga 

 Coscoroba Swan Coscoroba coscoroba On the Dique Angostura as well as 
Costanera Sur. 
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 Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos Three flew over the El Tunal road 
one morning. 

 Andean Goose Chloephaga melanoptera Large numbers on the altiplano. 

 Crested Duck Lophonetta specularioides Quite a few up on the altiplano 

 Ringed Teal Callonetta leucophrys Mainly Costanera Sur 

 Brazilian Teal Amazonetta brasiliensis Costanera Sur and lakes near Salta. 

 Torrent Duck Merganetta armata Some nice sightings on the Rios Los 
Sosa and Yala. 

 Cinnamon Teal Anas cyanoptera At least one on just about every lake 
we looked at. 

 Red Shoveler Anas platalea Ditto. 

 White-cheeked Pintail Anas bahamensis On the reservoirs north of Salta 

 Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgica Common 

 Silver Teal Anas versicolor A few with the next species at Lago 
Runtuyoc 

 Puna Teal Anas puna On all the altiplano lakes 

 Speckled Teal Anas flavirostris oxyptera Common on all highland lakes 

 Rosy-billed Pochard Netta peposaca Costanera Sur and lakes near Salta. 

 Ruddy Duck (Andean Ruddy-Duck) Oxyura jamaicensis ferruginea Females and chicks at Huancar & 
Lagunilla 

 GUANS, CHACHALACAS CRACIDAE   

 Chaco Chachalaca Ortalis canicollis Common in the Chaco 

 Red-faced Guan Penelope dabbenei Key target at Yala, at least two 
seen. 

 Dusky-legged Guan Penelope obscura bridgesi Several seen near the Rio Yala and 
at Palomitas. 

 GREBES PODICIPEDIDAE   

 White-tufted Grebe Rollandia rolland A few at Lago Huancar and Dique 
La Cienaga. 

 Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus A few on Dique Campo Alegre 

 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps Dique La Angostura & lakes near 
Salta 

 Silvery Grebe Podiceps occipitalis juninensis Small numbers at Lago Huancar, 
and an amazing concentration of 
them at Lagunilla. 

 FLAMINGOS PHOENICOPTERIDAE   

 Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopterus chilensis A single one at Runtuyoc, but large 
numbers at Lagunilla. 

 Andean Flamingo Phoenicopterus andinus The most common flamingo on 
Lago Runtuyoc 

 Puna (James's) Flamingo Phoenicopterus jamesi Three on Lago Runtuyoc 

 CORMORANTS PHALACROCORACIDAE   

 Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus Common at lower elevations 

 HERONS, EGRETS, AND BITTERNS ARDEIDAE   

 Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum Only at Costanera Sur 

 Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi Costanera Sur & Dique La Cienaga 

 Great Egret Ardea alba Costanera Sur & north of Salta 
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 Snowy Egret Egretta thula Only a few, including a cold-looking 
bird at 3500 m in the altiplano. 

 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis Mainly in the chaco and around 
Salta 

 Whistling Heron Syrigma sibilatrix Costanera Sur plus a few in the 
chaco 

 Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax Just one juv at Dique La Cienaga 

 IBISES AND SPOONBILLS THRESKIORNITHIDAE   

 White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi Scattered sightings at low and mid 
elevations. 

 Puna Ibis Plegadis ridgwayi A single at Lago Runtuyoc - a tough 
one on this tour. 

 Buff-necked Ibis Theristicus caudatus A few small flocks flew over in the 
sierran chaco. 

 STORKS CICONIIDAE   

 Maguari Stork Ciconia maguari Jeff had one fly over at Costanera 
Sur 

 NEW WORLD VULTURES CATHARTIDAE   

 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus Common at lower elevations 

 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura Almost every day 

 Andean Condor Vultur gryphus Seen on four days of the trip, mostly 
in the high Andes, but a juvenile at 
Yala was rather low. The best-
looking adults were along the 
Cuesta del Obispo. 

 King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa A single bird in Calilegua, always 
nice to see it! 

 HAWKS, EAGLES, AND KITES ACCIPITRIDAE   

 Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus A perennial favorite 

 White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus Surprisingly few; Jeff was the only 
one to see this along the side of the 
road somewhere south of Calilegua. 

 Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis Only Costanera Sur 

 Rufous-thighed Kite Harpagus diodon A single bird at Yala. 

 Plumbeous Kite Ictinia plumbea Two seen at Calilegua 

 Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus Juveniles seen above Tafí and near 
JV Gonzales. 

 Long-winged Harrier Circus buffoni One near Quilmes seemed rather 
out of place. 

 Sharp-shinned (Rufous-thighed) Hawk Accipiter striatus One near Calilegua. 

 Bicolored Hawk Accipiter bicolor A single bird on the La Cornisa 
road. 

 Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis A couple of sightings in the chaco 

 Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus A few in the dry Chaco, also 
Costanera Sur 

 Roadside Hawk Buteo magnirostris Seen on most days, but not on the 
altiplano 

 Variable Hawk Buteo polyosoma Seen at El Infiernillo and up on the 
altiplano 
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 FALCONS AND CARACARAS FALCONIDAE   

H Collared Forest-Falcon Micrastur semitorquatus Calilegua 

 Mountain Caracara Phalcoboenus megalopterus Beautiful birds, we saw them a few 
times on the altiplano, also one on 
the Cuesta del Obispo. 

 Southern Caracara Caracara plancus Seen almost every day 

 Chimango Caracara Milvago chimango Regular sightings at lower 
elevations 

 American Kestrel Falco sparverius Common, seen most days. 

 Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis Seen every day in the chaco 

 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus One in the dry chaco, another at 
Calilegua 

 RAILS, GALLINULES, AND COOTS RALLIDAE   

 Rufous-sided Crake Laterallus melanophaius One seen at Costanera Sur 

 Gray-necked Wood-Rail Aramides cajanea Seen while having breakfast at the 
Casona del Camino Real. 

 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus The big garmani ssp. up in the high 
Andes, the more widespread 
galeata elsewhere. 

 Spot-flanked Gallinule Gallinula melanops Costanera Sur only 

 Red-gartered Coot Fulica armillata The first of six coots seen on this 
tour. We saw six species, over half 
the world's total! This one was at 
Costanera Sur, Dique Angostura, 
and lakes near Salta. 

 Red-fronted Coot Fulica rufifrons Rather scarce, a few at Costanera 
Sur, Dique Angostura, and a lake 
above Yala. 

 Giant Coot Fulica gigantea Several on nests at Lagunilla, where 
it was greatly outnumbered by the 
following 

 Horned Coot Fulica cornuta Terrific! Lagunilla was absolutely 
jam-packed with them this year. The 
world's rarest coot, found only on 
high Andean lakes above 3500 m. 
This lake was almost bone dry when 
I last visited in 2006, and this was a 
long-awaited lifer for me. 

 Slate-colored (Andean) Coot Fulica ardesiaca Many on the altiplano lakes, plus a 
single on Dique Angostura. 

 White-winged Coot Fulica leucoptera The most common coot we saw, it 
was on all lakes at lower elevations, 
and even one up on the altiplano. 

 LIMPKIN ARAMIDAE  

 Limpkin Aramus guarauna One at Dique La Cienaga 

 SERIEMAS CARIAMIDAE   

H Red-legged Seriema Cariama cristata Tough luck with seriemas - this one 
was never close. 

H Black-legged Seriema Chunga burmeisteri We did get close to this one, but it 
vanished without a trace. 
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 PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS CHARADRIIDAE   

 Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis Common and widespread 

 Andean Lapwing Vanellus resplendens Seen every day on the altiplano 

 Puna Plover Charadrius alticola Several at Lago Runtuyoc 

 STILTS AND AVOCETS RECURVIROSTRIDAE   

 Black-necked (White-backed) Stilt Himantopus mexicanus melanurus Seen around most lakes. 

 Andean Avocet Recurvirostra andina Great views of this rare avocet at 
Runtuyoc, distant sightings at a farm 
near Abra Pampa. 

 JACANAS JACANIDAE   

 Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana A few on lakes north of Salta, and 
Dick had one on a lake above Yala. 

 SANDPIPERS AND ALLIES SCOLOPACIDAE   

 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca A single bird at Lagunilla. 

 White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis A few at Lagunilla. 

 Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii The common wintering shorebird up 
on the altiplano. 

 South American Snipe Gallinago paraguaiae Flushed one up on the edge on 
Dique Angostura 

 Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor A few at Huancar and large 
numbers at Lagunilla. 

 SEEDSNIPES THINOCORIDAE   

 Gray-breasted Seedsnipe Thinocorus orbignyianus A flock of 70+ feeding near the edge 
of the lake above Lagunilla was an 
incredible sight! I've never seen 
such a concentration of seedsnipes 
in my life. We saw a few others 
elsewhere on the altiplano and 
nearby 

 Least Seedsnipe Thinocorus rumicivorus Several seen on a side road 
between La Quiaca & Yavi 

 GULLS LARIDAE: LARINAE   

 Andean Gull Chroicocephalus serranus Altiplano lakes. Oddly no gulls were 
seen in Buenos Aires. 

 PIGEONS AND DOVES COLUMBIDAE   

 Rock Pigeon (I) Columba livia  

 Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis A few sightings mainly lower down, 
but one seen at 2870m on the 
Cuesta del Obispo might be an 
altitudinal record. 

 Picazuro Pigeon Patagioenas picazuro Common and conspicuous, seen 
almost every day. 

 Spot-winged Pigeon Patagioenas maculosa The nominate race near JV 
Gonzales, and the high altitude 
albipennis race at Yavi. 

 Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata Just a single bird near the obelisk in 
Calilegua. 

 Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata One of the most abundant birds in 
Argentina. 

 Ruddy Ground-Dove Columbina talpacoti A single bird seen by Jeff south of 
Salta. 
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 Picui Ground-Dove Columbina picui Very common at lower elevations. 

 Bare-faced Ground-Dove Metriopelia ceciliae Many seen in and around Yavi. 

 Bare-eyed Ground-Dove (E) Metriopelia morenoi We saw a few near the highway on 
our way up the Humahuaca Valley. 

 Golden-spotted Ground-Dove Metriopelia aymara It's common near Pozuelos, where 
we had great views, but saw it 
nowhere else. 

 White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi Common in the chaco 

 White-faced (Large-tailed) Dove Leptotila megalura A yungas specialty, which we saw at 
Yala and heard at Calilegua & La 
Cornisa Road. 

 White-throated Quail-Dove Geotrygon frenata One flew in front of the car at 
Calilegua, though I don't think 
anyone ticked it. 

 PARROTS PSITTACIDAE   

 Nanday Parakeet (I) Nandayus nenday It's become rather common in and 
around Costanera Sur. 

 Burrowing Parrot Cyanoliseus patagonus andinus Argentina is the best place to see 
this unique parrot, which is now rare 
in Chile. They are surprisingly 
common and conspicuous in some 
areas, especially around Cafayate. 

 Green-cheeked Parakeet Pyrrhura molinae australis Good views of a flock in the lower 
part of Calilegua 

 Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus Lots in the chaco, also at Costanera 
Sur. 

 Gray-hooded Parakeet Psilopsiagon aymara Good views of this cutie at Tafí, 
near Quilmes, and along the Cuesta 
del Obispo road. 

 Mountain Parakeet Psilopsiagon aurifrons rubrirostris Two small flocks seen near Abra 
Pampa and Pozuelos. 

 Blue-crowned Parakeet Aratinga a. acuticaudata Many sightings in the dry chaco, but 
we never actually had any perched. 

 Mitred Parakeet Aratinga mitrata mitrata Common at all yungas sites. 

 Scaly-headed Parrot Pionus maximiliani lacerus Scope views of a perched bird on 
the La Cornisa road, and a flock 
flying by at El Tunal 

 Tucuman Parrot Amazona tucumana We had a frustrating time in 
Calilegua hearing them calling in the 
dense fog, only to find a tree full of 
them along the highway on the last 
morning right on the outskirts of 
Jujuy! A yungas endemic. 

 Blue-fronted Parrot Amazona aestiva Small numbers in the dry chaco 

 CUCKOOS CUCULIDAE   

 Ash-colored Cuckoo Coccycua cinerea A single bird at Costanera Sur was 
a great find. 

H Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana This might be the only trip in South 
America I've ever led where it was a 
"heard only"! 
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 Guira Cuckoo Guira guira A few sightings in open habitats, 
also at Costanera Sur. 

 Striped Cuckoo Tapera naevia We called one in south of JV 
Gonzales but not everyone got it. 

 Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani Shocking, we only had these on one 
day of the trip near JV Gonzales. 

 OWLS STRIGIDAE   

H Tropical Screech-Owl Megascops choliba Heard on the El Tunal road, but not 
really pursued. 

 Hoy's Screech-Owl Megascops hoyi It was nice to get a quick response 
from this one at Calilegua; there 
were some owl lovers in the group 
as this tied for "Bird of the trip"! 

H Yungas Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium bolivianum The dense fog at the top of 
Calilegua made seeing this one a 
fool's errand 

 Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum Seen at Palomitas and near JV 
Gonzales. It is unclear to me which 
subspecies we saw. It could be 
tucumanum, which is sometimes 
split as Tucuman Pygmy-Owl, or it 
could have been pallens. 

   It is also unclear whether pallens 
belongs with brasilianum or 
tucumanum when those are 
considered separate species! 

 Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia Numerous sightings throughout, 
including up at 3500 m in the 
altiplano. 

 NIGHTJARS AND ALLIES CAPRIMULGIDAE   

 Rufous Nightjar Caprimulgus rufus We tracked a singing bird down in 
Calilegua shortly before we saw the 
Hoy's 

 SWIFTS APODIDAE   

 Rothschild's Swift Cypseloides rothschildi Jeff had one at the Tucuman airport 
while I was inside dealing with the 
rental car. 

 White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris A few flocks in and around Calilegua 
and at Yala. 

 Sick's Swift Chaetura meridionalis Best seen at Calilegua, but some of 
the group also had a few in the dry 
chaco. A recent split from Ashy-
tailed Swift,C. andrei 

 Andean Swift Aeronautes andecolus  

 HUMMINGBIRDS TROCHILIDAE   

 Planalto Hermit Phaethornis pretrei One bird feeding on Heliconias in 
Calilegua. 

 Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans Only a couple of brief sightings on 
the Cuesta del Obispo. 

 Glittering-bellied Emerald Chlorostilbon aureoventris A common lowland hummer. 
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 Gilded Sapphire Hylocharis chrysura Good views at Palomitas and the El 
Tunal road. 

 White-bellied Hummingbird Amazilia chionogaster The most common Andean hummer 
on this tour. 

 Wedge-tailed Hillstar Oreotrochilus adela A stunning male at point-blank 
range at Yavi; a lifer for all including 
me, which got it a tie as "Bird of the 
Trip". It only barely gets into 
Argentina, but it's not an easy bird to 
find in Bolivia either. 

 Giant Hummingbird Patagona gigas Singles in Los Cardones and the 
Cuesta del Obispo road. 

 Red-tailed Comet Sappho sparganura A common bird in drier highlands, 
numerous sightings. A stunning bird 
when seen in the right light! 

 Blue-tufted Starthroat Heliomaster furcifer Easier than normal - several 
stunning males came to check us 
out in the dry chaco. 

 Slender-tailed Woodstar Microstilbon burmeisteri A female at Yala was the only 
sighting, but no complaints, it's a 
tough one to find. 

 TROGONS TROGONIDAE   

H Blue-crowned Trogon Trogon curucui Calilegua 

 KINGFISHERS ALCEDINIDAE   

H Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata Yala 

 PUFFBIRDS BUCCONIDAE   

 Spot-backed (Chaco) Puffbird Nystalus maculatus striatipectus A pair in Palomitas, and another on 
the El Tunal road. 

 TOUCANS RAMPHASTIDAE   

 Toco Toucan Ramphastos toco About five flew over us in the lower 
part of Calilegua. 

 WOODPECKERS PICIDAE   

 White-barred Piculet Picumnus cirratus It took us a while to finally see this 
one on the El Tunal road. 

 Ocellated Piculet Picumnus dorbignyanus Replaces the former in higher and 
wetter yungas forest, where we saw 
them on several occasions. 

 White-fronted Woodpecker Melanerpes cactorum We saw them only in the Quilmes 
areas, especially on cacti. 

 Checkered Woodpecker Picoides mixtus Seen nicely at the Black-crested 
Finch stop near Coronel Moldes. 
Heard elsewhere. 

 Smoky-brown Woodpecker Veniliornis fumigatus One at Calilegua. 

 Dot-fronted Woodpecker Veniliornis frontalis Ditto. 

 Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus tucumanus Two seen in Calilegua, and Jeff had 
one above Yala. 

 Green-barred (Golden-breasted) Woodpecker Colaptes melanochloros nigroviridus A nest found coming down from El 
Infiernillo, one at our lunch stop en 
route to JV Gonzales, and also 
Costanera Sur. 
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 Andean Flicker Colaptes rupicola Regular encounters in the puna 
zone. 

 Campo Flicker Colaptes campestris campestroides Costanera Sur 

 Black-bodied Woodpecker Dryocopus schulzi A bird of the right size and shape 
flew over shortly after I had done 
some trawling on a dusty track in 
the dry chaco. While it seems 
certain it was this rare species, no 
one was satisfied with the view. 
Would be a lifer for me. 

 Cream-backed Woodpecker Campephilus leucopogon A pair seen well at Palomitas, with 
another one heard in Calilegua. 

 OVENBIRDS FURNARIIDAE: FURNARIINAE  

 Common Miner Geositta cunicularia titicacae Lots around Abra Pampa & 
Pozuelos; best ID'd in flight where 
that pale rump really stands out. 

 Slender-billed Miner Geositta tenuirostris Didn't have any until the Santa 
Victoria road, where they were fairly 
common. 

 Puna Miner Geositta punensis Around Abra Pampa & Pozuelos. 

 Rufous-banded Miner Geositta rufipennis Several encounters with these in 
dry, rocky areas at high elevation. 

 Rock Earthcreeper Ochetorhynchus andaecola Had them on both days on the 
Cuesta del Obispo road. 

 Straight-billed Earthcreeper Ochetorhynchus ruficaudus Only a single sighting up near El 
Infiernillo 

 Scale-throated Earthcreeper Upucerthia dumetaria Got it well after a few failed attempts 
as we got out of the fog coming 
down from El Infiernillo. 

 Plain-breasted Earthcreeper Upucerthia jelskii We saw several around Pozuelos 
and the Santa Victoria road. The 
first one near the bridge at Pozuelos 
got the award for "most responsive 
bird of the trip" 

 Buff-breasted Earthcreeper Upucerthia validirostris Replaces the previous to the south, 
and nearly an Argentina endemic. It 
was easy to see at Infiernillo and the 
Cuesta del Obispo. 

 Bar-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes fuscus Common everywhere above 
treeline. 

 White-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes atacamensis One above Tafí and another near 
Yavi. 

 Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus A common bird everywhere except 
the higher elevations; the national 
bird of Argentina. 

 Crested Hornero Furnarius cristatus Very scarce in comparison to the 
previous. We had only one sighting 
along a track off the Santo Domingo 
road. 

 Wren-like Rushbird Phleocryptes melanops Costanera Sur 
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 Brown-capped Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura fuliginiceps Just one in a quebrada along the 
Cuesta del Obispo. 

 Tawny Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura yanacensis One came in nicely in some 
Polylepis scrub far along the Santa 
Victoria road. 

 Tufted Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura platensis One in the monte desert near 
Quilmes - a rather high elevation for 
this species at c. 1700 m. 

 Sooty-fronted Spinetail Synallaxis frontalis The spinetail we saw in the JV 
Gonzales dump. Actually, it may not 
have been the dump, but it is not a 
pretty town. 

 Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae superciliosa Common in the yungas forest. This 
subspecies has a pale eyebrow. 

 Ochre-cheeked Spinetail Synallaxis scutata It came in nicely in the lower part of 
Calilegua; one of the cooler-looking 
spinetails. 

 Sulphur-bearded Spinetail Cranioleuca sulphurifera Costanera Sur 

 Stripe-crowned Spinetail Cranioleuca pyrrhophia Plenty of them in the chaco as well 
as the foothills of the Andes. 

H Maquis (Iquico) Canastero Asthenes heterura Nearly silent and unresponsive. One 
distant aural record. 

 Cordilleran Canastero Asthenes modesta This was the most common 
canastero in puna habitat. 

 Puna Canastero Asthenes sclateri lilloi We saw this one at El Infiernillo and 
along the Santa Victoria road. 

 Creamy-breasted Canastero Asthenes dorbignyi dorbignyi Common on dry rocky slopes in the 
higher elevations. 

 Rufous-fronted (Common) Thornbird Phacellodomus rufifrons sincipitalis One group along the El Tunal road. 

 Little Thornbird Phacellodomus sibilatrix A nice responsive pair near their 
nest at Palomitas. 

 Streak-fronted Thornbird Phacellodomus striaticeps Super common in the higher 
elevations. 

 Spot-breasted Thornbird Phacellodomus maculipectus A pair at a nest on the way up to the 
Cuesta del Obispo, and another pair 
at Yala. 

 Lark-like Brushrunner Coryphistera alaudina A fun little group scampering around 
along the edge of the Santo 
Domingo road. 

 Brown Cacholote Pseudoseisura lophotes A big, noisy, jay-like furnariid that I 
always love to see. It's the biggest 
member of the family. We had a pair 
near a nest on a track off the Santo 
Domingo road. 

 White-throated Cacholote (E) Pseudoseisura gutturalis Instant response at the first nest we 
stopped near Amaicha del Vallle. An 
Argentina endemic. 

 Chaco Earthcreeper Tarphonomus certhioides We bushwhacked a bit to see it at 
Palomitas, since it was a lot farther 
than it sounded. Hear elsewhere in 
the chaco. 
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 Buff-browed Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla rufosuperciliata In the yungas forest at Calilegua & 
Yala. It seems less shy in Argentina 
compared to elsewhere, even 
occurring in gardens. 

 WOODCREEPERS FURNARIIDAE: DENDROCOLAPTINAE  

 Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus griseicapillus One in Palomitas. 

 Scimitar-billed Woodcreeper Drymornis bridgesii Great view of one foraging on the 
ground along the Santo Domingo 
road. 

 Narrow-billed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes angustirostris Seen well in Palomitas, but heard 
daily in the chaco. 

 Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris hellmayri A single bird along a dusty track off 
the Santo Domingo road. 

 TYPICAL ANTBIRDS THAMNOPHILIDAE   

H Giant Antshrike Batara cinerea argentina Calilegua. Just wouldn't respond. 

 Great Antshrike Taraba major We saw it a couple of times in the 
chaco. 

 Rufous-capped Antshrike Thamnophilus ruficapillus cochabambae Great close view of a singing male 
at Yala. 

 Variable Antshrike Thamnophilus caerulescens dinellii I called one in at Palomitas, though 
we heard it a couple other places. 

 Stripe-backed Antbird Myrmorchilus strigilatus suspicax Great view of this unique antbird 
along the El Tunal road. 

 Black-capped Antwren Herpsilochmus atricapillus Good views of a pair in the lower 
reaches of Calilegua. 

 ANTPITTAS GRALLARIIDAE   

 White-throated Antpitta Grallaria albigula Insanely easy, got the first one we 
tried for in the scope just above the 
road in Calilegua! 

 TAPACULOS RHINOCRYPTIDAE   

 Crested Gallito Rhinocrypta lanceolata A really fun bird. Nicely patterned, 
crested, even a bit of color. We 
watched a perky pair running 
around on the ground along that 
dusty track off the Santo Domingo 
road. 

 Sandy Gallito (E) Teledromas fuscus A dull brown cousin of the previous 
species, but it's fun to watch them 
sprinting along the desert floor, tails 
cocked up, like little roadrunners! 
We saw it well near Quilmes. 

 Zimmer's Tapaculo Scytalopus zimmeri Another great recovery on this one - 
they were totally silent at the Cuesta 
del Obispo, but it was the very first 
bird we got at our last stop on the 
Santa Victoria road. 

 White-browed Tapaculo (E) Scytalopus superciliaris superciliaris One at our picnic spot along the Rio 
Los Sosa. 
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 CRESCENTCHESTS MELANOPAREIDAE   

 Olive-crowned Crescentchest Melanopareia maximiliani Had them in a couple of spots 
around JV Gonzales. The first one 
was only glimpsed, but the second 
one was wonderfully out in the 
open! 

 TYRANT FLYCATCHERS TYRANNIDAE   

 Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum Several seen in the chaco. 

 Suiriri Flycatcher (Chaco Suiriri) Suiriri suiriri suiriri Rather common (especially by 
voice) in the chaco. 

 Buff-banded Tyrannulet Mecocerculus hellmayri A key bird in Calilegua, we had it in 
a few mixed flocks near the top. 

 White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys leucophrys Calilegua & Yala. 

 Yellow-billed Tit-Tyrant Anairetes flavirostris A great up-close view along the 
Cuesta del Obispo, and another 
seen in the Humahuaca Valley. 

 Tufted Tit-Tyrant Anairetes parulus A pair at Quebrada Sunchal along 
the Cuesta del Obispo. 

H Mouse-colored Tyrannulet Phaeomyias murina murina Palomitas. 

 Greenish Elaenia Myiopagis viridicata One in Calilegua 

H Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster Calilegua 

 Large Elaenia Elaenia spectabilis One at JV Gonzales. 

 White-crested Elaenia Elaenia albiceps chilensis Calilegua & Yala. 

 Small-billed Elaenia Elaenia parvirostris Costanera Sur & JV Gonzales. 

 Slaty Elaenia Elaenia strepera Seen well along the Rio Los Sosa 
and the La Cornisa Road. It breeds 
in the yungas, then disperses far to 
the north in the austral winter where 
they become almost impossible to 
find. 

 Highland Elaenia Elaenia obscura Common in the yungas forest.  

 White-bellied Tyrannulet Serpophaga munda Good views near Quilmes and at 
Palomitas. 

 Mottle-cheeked Tyrannulet Phylloscartes ventralis tucumanus Regular in the mixed flocks at 
Calilegua. 

 Rough-legged Tyrannulet Phyllomyias burmeisteri burmeisteri A single bird came in for a decent 
view in Calilegua. 

 Sclater's Tyrannulet Phyllomyias sclateri Seen in yungas on three different 
days. 

 Southern Scrub-Flycatcher Sublegatus modestus We saw them at just about all the 
chaco sites we visited. 

 Plain Tyrannulet Inezia inornata Common in the chaco. 

 Many-colored Rush-Tyrant Tachuris rubrigastra Costanera Sur 

 Tawny-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant Euscarthmus meloryphus meloryphus We saw one on the dusty track off 
the Santo Domingo road, and a 
more cooperative one at the JV 
Gonzales dump. 

 Greater Wagtail-Tyrant Stigmatura budytoides inzonata Our first pair was in the monte 
desert near Quilmes, but we saw 
them a few more times in the chaco. 

 Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer The best view was at Palomitas. 
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 Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus plumbeiceps They were common in Calilegua, 
but we also had a very odd sighting 
at just 350 m near JV Gonzales. 

 Yellow-olive Flycatcher Tolmomyias sulphurescens pallescens A lone bird in the lower part of 
Calilegua. 

 Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus cinnamomeus A pair with a mixed flock in upper 
Calilegua. 

 Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea pallidior One seen from the car on the way 
up to the Cuesta del Obispo - 
normally we would get it in Cachi, 
but we never saw that town in 
daylight! 

 Bran-colored Flycatcher Myiophobus fasciatus Two sightings in the chaco. 

 Euler's Flycatcher Lathrotriccus euleri Nailed on the last day on the La 
Cornisa road - a nemesis bird finally 
vanquished for Jeff. 

 Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus fumigatus Only one was seen, along the Rio 
Los Sosa. 

 Fuscous Flycatcher Cnemotriccus fuscatus bimaculatus One at El Tunal was not seen by all. 

 Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans Several while we were looking for 
dippers along the Rio Los Sosa, 
also at Yala. 

 Andean Negrito Lessonia oreas There were a bunch of them on the 
shores of Lago Runtuyoc. 

 Cinereous Tyrant Knipolegus striaticeps Great views of a ruby-eyed male at 
Palomitas, a scarce chaco specialty. 

 Andean Tyrant Knipolegus signatus cabanisi Saw more than we usually do, 
getting it at almost every yungas 
site. 

 White-winged Black-Tyrant Knipolegus aterrimus Our first were in some scrub on the 
way up to the Cuesta del Obispo, 
but we had them in a few other 
spots as well 

 Yellow-browed Tyrant Satrapa icterophrys One bird at Palomitas. 

 Cinereous Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola cinereus A common bird along the Santa 
Victoria road. 

 Rufous-naped Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola rufivertex Several in some recently burned 
puna along the Cuesta del Obispo. 

 Black-billed Shrike-Tyrant Agriornis montanus One at the Cuesta del Obispo, and 
several more up on the altiplano. 

 Black-crowned Monjita Xolmis coronatus I saw one fly over near Quilmes 
while we were looking for the Sandy 
Gallito. I don't think anyone else got 
on it. 

 White Monjita Xolmis irupero Regular sightings in and near the 
chaco. 

 D'Orbigny's Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca oenanthoides Up a gully at El Infiernillo, and 
another one seen on the Cuesta del 
Obispo road. 

 White-browed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca leucophrys We had them above Tafí, along the 
Cuesta del Obispo, and the far end 
of the Santa Victoria road. 
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 Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa Several places. 

 Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer Calilegua & Yala. 

 Swainson's Flycatcher Myiarchus swainsoni One near JV Gonzales. 

 Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus Several seen in the chaco. 

 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus Common and widespread except for 
very high elevations. 

 Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus solitarius Seen on both visits to Calilegua. 

 Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius Calilegua & Yala. 

 Crowned Slaty-Flycatcher Empidonomus aurantioatrocristatus A super common and conspicuous 
breeder in the chaco. 

 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus Common and widespread except for 
very high elevations. 

 Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana Ditto. 

 COTINGAS COTINGIDAE   

 White-tipped Plantcutter Phytotoma rutila A really neat bird with a bizarre call; 
rather common and widespread on 
this itinerary. 

 TITYRAS AND ALLIES TITYRIDAE   

 White-naped Xenopsaris Xenopsaris albinucha A tough bird to find on this trip, we 
had a nice sighting in the Chaco on 
the El Tunal road. 

 Green-backed Becard Pachyramphus viridis viridis A single bird high up in Calilegua. 

 White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus spixii  

 Crested Becard Pachyramphus validus A few seen in flocks at Calilegua 

 VIREOS VIREONIDAE   

 Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus chivi Many seen in the chaco and yungas 

 Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis Seen only in Calilegua but heard 
elsewhere. 

 CROWS, JAYS, AND MAGPIES CORVIDAE   

 Plush-crested Jay Cyanocorax chrysops One of the gaudiest birds in this 
region, and we had many 
encounters with them. 

 SWALLOWS HIRUNDINIDAE   

 Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca Seen most days. 

 Andean Swallow Orochelidon andecola Several seen well near Abra 
Colorado on the Santa Victoria road. 

 Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis A single near Yala 

 Southern Martin Progne elegans Jeff saw one from the car en route 
to LG San Martin 

 Brown-chested Martin Progne tapera Widespread at lower elevations. 

 White-rumped Swallow Tachycineta leucorrhoa On about half the days of the trip, in 
more open habitats. 

 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Several seen en route to LG San 
Martin. 

 WRENS TROGLODYTIDAE   

 House Wren Troglodytes aedon Ubiquitous. 

 Mountain Wren Troglodytes solstitialis A few seen in Calilegua with mixed 
species flocks. 

H Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis One heard in the fog at El Infiernillo 
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 DIPPERS CINCLIDAE   

 Rufous-throated Dipper Cinclus schulzi It took a little time to find one along 
the Rio Los Sosa - it's a darn good 
thing we did as none were present 
at the "backup sites" we visited. The 
world's most range-restricted dipper. 

 GNATCATCHERS POLIOPTILIDAE   

 Masked Gnatcatcher Polioptila dumicola A common bird in the lowlands. 

 THRUSHES AND ALLIES TURDIDAE   

H Spotted Nightingale-Thrush Catharus dryas Calilegua 

 Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus Surprisingly common in Calilegua 
this time of year. 

 Rufous-bellied Thrush Turdus rufiventris Common. 

 Creamy-bellied Thrush Turdus amaurochalinus At Costanera Sur and all the chaco 
sites. 

 (Andean) Slaty Thrush Turdus nigriceps nigriceps An amazingly common bird along 
the Rio Los Sosa, but our best 
views were in Calilegua & Yala. 

 Chiguanco Thrush Turdus chiguanco Common. 

 Glossy-black Thrush Turdus serranus One male seen high up in Calilegua. 

 MOCKINGBIRDS AND THRASHERS MIMIDAE   

 Patagonian Mockingbird Mimus patagonicus First seen near Quilmes, then again 
in the Humahuaca Valley. 

 Chalk-browed Mockingbird Mimus saturninus Costanera Sur 

 Brown-backed Mockingbird Mimus dorsalis A few sightings up on the altiplano - 
doesn't look too special until you 
see it fly, then wow! 

 STARLINGS STURNIDAE  

 European Starling (I) Sturnus vulgaris All over Buenos Aires. Luckily it 
hasn't spread much from there yet. 

 WAGTAILS AND PIPITS MOTACILLIDAE   

H Yellowish Pipit Anthus lutescens lutescens In fields north of Salta. The whole 
group had seen it before so we 
didn't try. 

 Short-billed Pipit Anthus furcatus One in a burned area along the 
Cuesta del Obispo, and another one 
near Yavi. 

 Correndera Pipit Anthus correndera catamarcae We located one on the edge of 
Dique La Angostura. 

 Hellmayr's Pipit Anthus hellmayri hellmayri Poor views in the fog at El Infiernillo. 

 NEW WORLD WARBLERS PARULIDAE   

 Tropical Parula Parula pitiayumi Common. 

 Masked Yellowthroat Geothlypis aequinoctialis velata Costanera Sur and near JV 
Gonzales. 

 Brown-capped Redstart (Whitestart) Myioborus brunniceps The southernmost whitestart, a 
common bird in the yungas forest. It 
has quite a different song from other 
whitestarts. 

 Two-banded Warbler Basileuterus bivittatus Several seen in lower Calilegua. 



Tropical Birding                                www.tropicalbirding.com 24

 Pale-legged Warbler Basileuterus signatus Replaces the previous in higher, 
wetter forests. Good views in 
Calilegua, heard at Yala. 

 Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus We saw it only once, a pair on the 
last day of the trip along the La 
Cornisa road. 

 TANAGERS AND ALLIES THRAUPIDAE   

 Orange-headed Tanager Thlypopsis sordida Several at Calilegua and the La 
Cornisa road. 

 Rust-and-yellow Tanager Thlypopsis ruficeps Best seen at Yala, but we also had 
a few at Calilegua. 

 Common Bush-Tanager Chlorospingus ophthalmicus argentinus Perhaps the most common bird in 
the upper parts of Calilegua. We 
also saw them at Yala. 

 Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava We found one male along the El 
Tunal road. 

 Sayaca Tanager Thraupis sayaca Common, seen most days. 

 Blue-and-yellow Tanager Thraupis bonariensis Ditto. 

 Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota Only seen at Yala. 

 SPARROWS & SEEDEATERS EMBERIZIDAE   

 Black-hooded Sierra-Finch Phrygilus atriceps A striking bird, looks more like a 
tanager. We saw one along the side 
of the highway in the Humahuaca 
Valley, and another one near Yavi. 

 Gray-hooded Sierra-Finch Phrygilus gayi A dull cousin of the previous. We 
had them along the Cuesta del 
Obispo and en route to Pozuelos. 

 Mourning Sierra-Finch Phrygilus fruticeti Common, conspicuous, and noisy in 
the higher elevations. 

 Plumbeous Sierra-Finch Phrygilus unicolor At least one seen at all the puna 
sites we visited. 

 Red-backed Sierra-Finch Phrygilus dorsalis Several small flocks on the Santa 
Victoria road. A big, striking sierra-
finch that is unusual in the lack of 
sexual dimorphism. 

 Ash-breasted Sierra-Finch Phrygilus plebejus One of the most common birds up in 
the high Andes. 

 Band-tailed Sierra-Finch Phrygilus alaudinus Three birds near Pozuelos. 

 Short-tailed Finch Idiopsar brachyurus YES! Scored big with this one far 
along the Santa Victoria road, with a 
few individuals on the rocks near a 
rushing stream. Quite a scarce bird 
and a lifer for me. 

 Common Diuca-Finch Diuca diuca Didn't see too many on this tour, the 
best one was along the Cuesta del 
Obispo. 
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 Black-crested Finch Lophospingus pusillus A flock of 20 feeding on the side of 
the road near Coronel Moldes 
caused us to come screeching to a 
halt. Very handsome and we were 
lucky to get it, they are easier farther 
south in Córdoba. 

 Rufous-sided Warbling-Finch Poospiza hypochondria A pair along the Cuesta del Obispo, 
and another one on the Santa 
Victoria road. 

 Rusty-browed Warbling-Finch Poospiza erythrophrys A few in Calilegua, but better 
sightings at Yala. 

 Black-and-rufous Warbling-Finch Poospiza nigrorufa Costanera Sur only 

 Black-and-chestnut Warbling-Finch Poospiza whitii A single at Dique La Cienaga was 
our only. Recently re-split from the 
previous species. 

 Ringed Warbling-Finch Poospiza torquata pectoralis Hard to find a more handsome bird 
than this! We saw several on only 
one day of the trip, near Quilmes. 

 Black-capped Warbling-Finch Poospiza melanoleuca Quite common in the chaco, also 
seen in Costanera Sur. 

 Tucuman Mountain-Finch (E) Poospiza baeri We had no trouble finding them this 
time, with several good sightings 
above Tafí and at the Cuesta del 
Obispo. 

 Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina Just a single bird at Palomitas. 

 Rusty-collared Seedeater Sporophila collaris Costanera Sur. 

 Double-collared Seedeater Sporophila caerulescens Costanera Sur only. Amazingly we 
did not see it elsewhere! 

 Plain-colored Seedeater Catamenia inornata Several at El Infiernillo and the 
Cuesta del Obispo. 

 Puna Yellow-Finch Sicalis lutea A single brilliantly golden bird flew 
over us at one of our stops along 
the Santa Victoria road. 

 Bright-rumped Yellow-Finch Sicalis uropygialis One seen near Pozuelos, then we 
encountered some vast flocks of 
them the next day on the Santa 
Victoria road. 

 Citron-headed Yellow-Finch Sicalis luteocephala Got a nice little flock of them 
foraging on the ground on our very 
first stop on the edge of Yavi. A 
distinctive and localized yellow-
finch. 

 Greenish Yellow-Finch Sicalis olivascens The most common yellow-finch we 
encountered in the Andes. 

 Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola Common at lower elevations 

 Grassland Yellow-Finch Sicalis luteola luteiventris Costanera Sur 

 Great Pampa-Finch Embernagra platensis olivascens Quite a few around JV Gonzales, a 
few others seen along roadsides in 
scrubby areas higher up in the 
mountains. 
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 Red-crested Cardinal Paroaria coronata Costanera Sur, and a few more in 
the chaco. 

 Fulvous-headed Brush-Finch Atlapetes fulviceps One near Chicoana was a bit of a 
surprise, but he had repeated good 
views of them at Calilegua and Yala 
too. 

 Yellow-striped Brush-Finch (E) Atlapetes citrinellus Beautiful views right at our picnic 
area along the Rio Los Sosa. 

 Red-crested Finch Coryphospingus cucullatus We saw them every day in the 
chaco. 

 Saffron-billed Sparrow Arremon flavirostris dorbignii Scattered sightings through the trip, 
mainly in the yungas. 

 Stripe-headed Brush-Finch Arremon torquatus Good views at Calilegua and Yala. 

 Stripe-capped Sparrow Aimophila strigiceps Two seen well at the Black-crested 
Finch stop near Coronel Moldes. 

 Grassland Sparrow Ammodramus humeralis We saw one in a grassy field at 
Palomitas. 

 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis Called "chingolo" by the locals, 
there is virtually nowhere in 
Argentina where it doesn't occur. 

 SALTATORS & GROSBEAKS CARDINALIDAE   

 Rufous-bellied Saltator Saltator rufiventris Missed it at Cuesta del Obispo only 
to get it back far along the Santa 
Victoria road thanks to some nice 
spotting by Dick! 

 Grayish Saltator Saltator coerulescens Almost missed it, finally got one on 
the last day of the trip near Dique La 
Cienaga. 

 Golden-billed Saltator Saltator aurantiirostris Occurs in an amazing variety of 
habitats and elevations here. 

 Many-colored Chaco-Finch Saltatricula multicolor First seen at the Black-crested 
Finch spot near Coronel Moldes, but 
we then had them a few more times 
in the chaco. 

 Black-backed Grosbeak Pheucticus aureoventris The local name for this one 
translates as "king of the forest". 
Well it ain't exactly a lion, but it's still 
a pretty bird. We saw it at the 
Cuesta del Obispo, Calilegua, and 
Yala. 

 Ultramarine Grosbeak Cyanocompsa brissonii Common in the chaco, many seen. 

 TROUPIALS AND ALLIES ICTERIDAE   

H White-browed Blackbird Sturnella superciliaris South of Jujuy. 

 Yellow-winged Blackbird Agelasticus thilius Costanera Sur only 

 Chestnut-capped Blackbird Chrysomus ruficapillus Costanera Sur only 

 Bay-winged Cowbird Agelaioides badius At Costanera Sur and various other 
lowland sites. 

 Screaming Cowbird Molothrus rufoaxillaris Only noted near JV Gonzales, but 
there were probably a lot more if we 
had spent more time looking at 
Molothri. 
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 Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis Abundant. 

 Epaulet Oriole Icterus cayanensis pyrrhopterus Costanera Sur; one other seen 
along the Santo Domingo road. 

 Solitary Cacique Cacicus solitarius Rather shy for a cacique, but we 
saw a few of them in the chaco. 

 Golden-winged Cacique Cacicus chrysopterus One seen high up in Calilegua. 

 Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus Best looks at Calilegua where there 
are some big flocks. 

 SISKINS AND ALLIES FRINGILLIDAE   

 Purple-throated Euphonia Euphonia chlorotica A single seen in Calilegua. 

 Golden-rumped Euphonia Euphonia cyanocephala One bright male scoped in a treetop 
at Calilegua. 

 Hooded Siskin Carduelis magellanica Small numbers at Costanera Sur, 
Coronel Moldes, Yala, and Yavi. 

 Black Siskin Carduelis atrata We saw this smart-looking siskin 
only along the Cuesta del Obispo. 

 OLD WORLD SPARROWS PASSERIDAE  

 House Sparrow (I) Passer domesticus There all over the place here too. 

    

 MAMMALS   
 Montane Guinea Pig (Cavy) Cavia tschudii Pretty sure about this one, though 

some of the wild guinea pigs we 
saw were likely other species. 

 Southern (Mountain) Viscacha Lagidium viscacia Lots of them in the fog along the 
Santa Victoria road. 

 European Hare (I) Lepus europaeus     They seem to have spread all over. 

 Culpeo Fox (Patagonian Fox) Lycalopex culpaeus All foxes seen well appeared to be 
this species. 

 Jaguarundi Puma yagouaroundi One ran across the road in front of 
the car on the Santo Domingo road. 

 Guanaco Lama glama     Nice to see a wild herd in Los 
Cardones NP. 

 Vicuña Vicugna vicugna Very common on the altiplano. 

 Gray Brocket Deer Mazama gouazoubira Several in the chaco region. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


