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Lesser Kestrel is a gorgeous falcon that breeds in good numbers in the bullring of the idylically Spanish town of Trujillo 

Tour Leader: Lisle Gwynn 

All photos in this report were taken by Lisle Gwynn. Species pictured are highlighted RED. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Although it has largely been overlooked by North American birders, birding in Spain remains almost a right of 

passage to European birders, with many cutting their world birding teeth in the Iberian Peninsula. This should be 

no surprise, as with fantastic birding, varied landscapes and habitats, great infrastructure, comfortable 

accommodation and superb food it has everything one needs for a great birding trip. 

The focus of this tour is enjoying what is arguably the best birding in Europe, whilst also sampling the 

Mediterannean way of life. Imagine slowly making your way through the wildflower-filled fields of the open 

steppe in search of bustards and sandgrouse, watching dozens of giant Griffon Vultures pass by at arm’s length in 

a reserve world famous for its birds of prey, and scouring a seemingly endless wetland from a town that is 

straight from the wild west. Along the way we take in epic Iberian feasts of food and wine so local you can point 

at where the food and grapes came from, and enjoy picnic lunches of local hams, cheeses, fresh baked bread and 

other delights while taking in the stunning surroundings. That’s just part of what birding in Spain is about. 

We began this year’s journey in the capital city of Madrid, making our way south into Extramedura and to our 

idyllic castle-like guesthouse, home for the next 3 nights. Here we experienced the warmest hospitality and some 

great food and wine whilst taking daily forays into the open steppe that surrounds us and the interior mountains 

of Monfrague National Park. We then moved south into the fabled province of Andalucia and the wild west town 

of El Rocio, where there seem to be as many horses as people and the streets are made of sand. Here we scoured 

the endless marshes, wetlands and grassland of the Donana National Park and searched the tidal marshes at 

Odiel. Seawatching and scoring lifers whilst gourging on a picnic lunch will be a lasting memory, as will the taste 

of beautiful Iberico and Serrano hams that haunts me every time I leave Spain. Until you’ve tasted Spanish food 

in Spain, you haven’t eaten Spanish food.  

The birding was, as always, fantastic. I daren’t tally the number of times I’ve birded in Spain but if there’s one 

thing I’ve learnt, it’s that the birding here is always great. The stand out highlight for me was watching several 

large groups of lekking Great Bustards, complete with full marshmallow-like regalia. This is a spectacle every 

birder shouled experience at least once, and it was reflected in the Top 5 Birds of the Tour as voted by the 

participants: 

1. Bluethroat 

2. Great Bustard 

3. Eurasian Wryneck 

4. Spanish Imperial Eagle 

5. Garganey 

I think this list speaks for itself, but it doesn’t include other gems like Black-bellied and Pin-tailed Sandgrouse, 

Eurasian Hoopoe, European Bee-eater, Red-knobbed Coot, Marbled Teal, White-headed Duck, Slender-billed and 

Audouin’s Gulls, Moustached Warbler, Bearded Reedling and Egyptian Vulture to name but a few.   
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Day 1: Madrid to Trujillo 

With myself and two participants arriving from Marrakech fresh off the back of the Morocco tour, we arrived 

in Madrid, Spain’s bustling and modern capital city, late in the day on the first day of the tour. On this day we 

didn’t do any birding as such but managed to pick up some feral Rose-ringed Parakeets along with our first 

Eurasian Magpies, Wood Pigeons and some familiar House Sparrows, and met the other two participants at 

their city centre hotel before making the dash south to the open steppe country of Extramedura. We arrived 

after dark but were welcomed warmly by our hosts and invited into the dining room for the first of several 

unbelievable dinners. Each course was presented with some fascinating insight into the culinary history of 

Extramadura and we all went to bed full-bellied and a little more in touch with our home for the next few 

days. 

Day 2: Belen and Trujillo area and Monfrague National Park 

With a couple of illnesses and jetlag running through the participants we took this morning easy and had a 

gentle introduction to Spanish, and indeed European birding. We set out early, but didn’t wander far – just 

across the rolling countryside to the Belen area of steppe. Here we made our way slowly through a light mist 

until we could see beyond the roadside walls, adding a whole heap of new birds to peoples’ lists including the 

abundant and raucous Corn Bunting, the dazzling Iberian Magpie and the much-desired and highly-prized 

Eurasian Hoopoe which gave fantastic views. The initial highlight though was a brief but surprise Eurasian 

Wryneck that perched on the roadside wall for some abnormally clear views. Further up the track though is 

where, to put it lightly, all hell broke loose. Coming to a rather swift halt, I announced I’d spotted a Great 

Bustard across the valley and there was a dash to the rear of the vehicle where I we enjoyed prolonged views 

of a male in complete display regalia. Soon though Peggy asked what the flock of birds approaching him were 

– they were 14 more Great Bustards! We stood open-jawed and floored as we witnessed a large lek of these 

absolutely world-class birds – a serious treat by anyone’s standards. The icing though came as I scanned the 

field and revealed not only our first Griffon Vulture and Red Kite but also a Black-bellied Sandgrouse stood 

out in full view among the short but flower-filled field in front of us. With two of our main targets out in front 

of us before our first breakfast we were on a serious high. So, it was back to our castle-like guesthouse for a 

hearty and well-earned breakfast of cheeses, meats, yoghurt, granola, cereals, homemade jams and jellies, 

and most importantly, good coffee!  



Tropical Birding Trip Report  Southern Spain set departure: March 2016 

 

www.tropicalbirding.com                              +1-409-515-9110                           info@tropicalbirding.com          Page  
 

4 

After breakfast we moved west, stopping briefly in the 

idyllic and typically-Spanish town of Trujillo to view good 

numbers of Lesser Kestrel at their nest site, which just 

happens to be the old bull ring. We also picked up our first 

of many Spotless Starlings and Spanish Sparrows, which 

are a seriously underrated stunner. Moving out into more 

steppe and open-woodland habitat we found our first 

beautiful Red-legged Partridges and marveled at a 

particularly confiding Black-eared Wheatear before 

having our fill of yet more Calandra Larks, a bird we had 

seen earlier but not quite as well. By now the warmth of 

the day was pleasant and the sun brought a plethora of 

birds of prey. We watched as Griffon Vultures and a 

couple of the sometimes tricky Cinereous Vulture drifted 

on the thermals and enjoyed killer views of Black Kites, 

Red Kites, Short-toed Eagle, Booted Eagle and Eurasian 

Kestrel. After we got over the shock of our first dapper 

Iberian Grey Shrikes and Woodchat Shrikes we took time 

to really get to grips with the difficult to separate Thekla 

and Crested Larks before setting our sights on the world 

famous raptor haven of Monfrague National Park.  

Our first stop was lunch, which we found amply in the 

small town within the park. We ordered baguettes of bacon, cheese, serrano and Iberian hams, and sipped 

cold cokes whilst our first Egyptian Vultures drifted low over the terrace of the restaurant. Moving on to the 

iconic Pena Falcon watchpoint we prepared ourselves for a raptor overload. We perched at the edge of the 

viewpoint and watched out over the massive rocky outcrop across the river that is home to dozens of pairs of 

vultures and several pairs of eagles. Overhead, and sometimes at almost arms length, Griffon and Cinereous 

Vultures passed by, whilst a Booted Eagle and several Short-toed Eagles visited more briefly. A couple of 

scream-by appearances by Peregrines were welcomed, however a very tame pair of Great Tits and another 

of Blue Tits were a real highlight here, giving absolutely superb views. After we’d enjoyed the show, along 

with Red-rumped Swallows and Eurasian Crag Martins, it was time for us to move on once again. Stopping 

at a roadside and exploring on foot we found numerous Serin and a handsome flock of Linnet but a surprise 

Woodlark was a highlight. Overhead I counted at least 25 different Cinereous Vultures – absolutely amazing. 

In the bushes we found Sardinian and Subalpine Warblers and heard Iberian Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler 

before it was time to head back to the raptor point for a sunset try at a couple of missing birds. Rock Bunting 

showed briefly but well, however Black Redstart and Blue Rock Thrush both put on much better displays. 

This time though it was a trio of Black Storks flying and then perching low by the river that really stole the 
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show – the crowd went wild, so to speak. Unfortunately, our luck had run out today, and despite trying well 

into darkness with 15 other people, our target Eurasian Eagle Owl just didn’t want to show.  

Arriving back at the guesthouse we were welcomed once again with a multi-course culinary extravaganza, 

with every dish typical of the region, and all washed down with specially paired local wine and finished off 

with a small glass of acorn licquer.  

Day 3: Trujillo and Cacares area, Monfrague National Park, Arracampo Reservoir 

Today we left the hotel early, before light (which in Spain at this time of year isn’t all that early really), and 

headed back to the second area we had scoured yesterday. Almost immediately upon pulling onto the track 

we were treated to views of both Great-spotted Cuckoo and Common Cuckoo, with them even chasing each 

other. Passing by our much enjoyed Black-eared Wheatear from yesterday we scoured hard across the 

landscape for our targets. It didn’t take long until I found a good looking shape in the distance though, and 

upon moving closer we were treated to good scope and flight views of a Little Bustard! This bird is becoming 

much trickier every year, and so we were thankful to then see two further birds scratching around in the long 

grass of a nearby ridge. With some considerable luck, it was merely a mile down the road that a few fly-by 

Great Bustards made us stop to watch. If it wasn’t for these, we may well have driven past and not noticed 

another Great Bustard hiding among cattle nearby. Of course, it wasn’t this bird, but the 20 or so Pin-tailed 

Sandgrouse around it that really caught our attention! Soon we had 8 bustards and were seeing bustards 

walk among the sandgrouse through the ‘scope – absolutely magic. Moving on to our chosen breakfast spot, 

a ridge from which to scan, we saw a further 3 Great Bustards fly across the road, and found another from 

our breakfast spot.  
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Here we also scoped our first Eurasian Teal, Black-winged Stilts, Grey Heron, yet more Pin-tailed 

Sandgrouse, Eurasian Coot, Northern Shoveller, European Stonechat and our first Common Buzzard. A 

distant Great-crested Grebe was a nice addition as we tucked into a glorious packed breakfast under a rising 

sun to the sound of Pin-tailed Sandgrouse caw-ing and Common Cuckoo giving its namesake call all around. 

As much as the birding is great in Spain, the atmosphere is half of the fun – it’s a really spectacular place to 

bird.  

Winding our way through the woodlands, open 

steppe and agricultural land we came across 

singing Iberian Chiffchaff, Zitting Cisticola, 

Blackcap, Sardinian and Subalpine Warblers 

and hordes of Corn Bunting. After a short stop 

in Cacares for supplies we were on the road to 

Monfrague again, passing Lesser Kestrels, 

Booted and Short-toed Eagles, White Storks 

and we even came across a Short-toed Eagle 

harassing a European Honey Buzzard, which 

was skillfully picked up by Linda. We were soon 

in the national park again, taking lunch at the 

restaurant before moving onwards to a 

different watch point to search for one bird in 

particular. Spanish Imperial Eagle or Spanish 

Eagle is a spectacular Aquila eagle found only in 

Spain, and marginally into Morocco seasonally, 

and is therefore obviously a highly sought after 

target for visiting birders. Unfortunately, they 

can be extremely tough to track down 

throughout the country, and so we decided to 

spend some time in the vicinity of a site I know 

is used as a nesting site regularly. After an hour 

of patiently scanning and searching through the 

dozens and dozens of vultures in the sky, hope 

and enthusiasm was clearly waning and we 

decided to give it “just 5 more minutes”. I didn’t 

want to give up just yet. Amazingly, and in typical fashion, just 1 minute before our self-imposed deadline I 

picked up a distant Spanish Imperial Eagle (next page) screaming across the sky towards us. Jumping to our 

feet we all enjoyed spectacular views of no less than three eagles as they came to and from the valley, giving 

at times close views of their spectacular form. At one point Linda screamed “OH MY GOD” and we all swung 

around just in time to see one of the eagles dropping like a stone from the sky before reaching out its talons 
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and piling into a Griffon vulture mid-flight. The two tussled and tumbled, and the vulture appeared unhurt by 

the incident, but it was incredibly spectacular and something I haven’t witnessed before.  

With many of our targets in the bag we 

decided to head outside of the park in 

search of some of the participants’ 

most wanted bird – the bluethroat! We 

headed to a local reservoir, Arracampo, 

a site that can hold great numbers of 

birds and stocks superb diversity. 

Driving out into the fields around the 

reservoir we found a spot we liked the 

look of and began to trawl. It was after 

only 10 minutes or so of searching that 

we disturbed a spectacular male 

Bluethroat which duly sat out on a 

thorn branch and gave absolutely 

mesmerizing views. This was spectacular in itself, but over the course of our time here we really racked up the 

good birds, with the ‘throat being joined by scope views of Savi’s Warbler, several prolonged views of the 

bizarre and highly sought-after Bearded Reedling, all three available egrets, Purple Heron, Glossy Ibis, 

Cetti’s Warbler, Eurasian Reed Warbler and even a cracking little Moustached Warbler!  

With the sun setting and another Iberian feast waiting for us at ‘home’, we set off for our base, but not before 

some spectacular time spent with the Trujillo Lesser Kestrels in the finest golden light. For the 

photographers, this was an experience never to be forgotten, and some truly exceptional shots were 

obtained.  
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Day 4: Belen and Trujillo to El Rocio and the Donana National Park 

This day of the tour is very much a travel day which sees us relocating from the steppe and mountains of 

south-central Spain to the endless wetlands and coastal scrub of the Donana National Park area, moving from 

Extramedura to Andalucia. However, this does not mean there is no birding to be done!  

We started today with a pre-breakfast jaunt out into the local area, once again tackling the Belen area. Lots of 

displaying Calandra Larks gave great views with their heavy bills and dapper chest markings, whilst a final 8 

Great Bustards flying through the valley and landing across from us was a perfect goodbye. A final surprise 

came in the form of a single Little Owl perched atop a pile of rubble, impeccably camouflaged.  

After another extravagant breakfast and heartfelt goodbyes with our hosts, we were on the road headed 

south at a reasonable hour, but not before scoring great views of a garden Eurasian Wren. Making great 

time, we arrived at our next destination just in time for a typically Spanish late lunch, and boy did we need it. 

Taking seats outside aside the streets of the wild west-style town of El Rocio we marveled and looked on 

bemused at the comings and goings of the town. El Rocio is somewhat unique, with streets of sand and 

seemingly more horses than people, with the riders dressed in modern-meets-cowboy attire as they ride wine 

in hand through the streets. It takes some getting used to, and we had ample time to do so as we sat beside 

the huge Marisma de La Madre wetland enjoying our first Eurasian Spoonbills, Whiskered Terns, Greylag 

Geese and Sand Martins as well as countless Mallard, Northern Shoveller, Gadwall, Eurasian Coot, Little 

Ringed Plover, Little Stint, Black-tailed Godwit and two stand out highlights – dozens of Greater Flamingo 

and a flock of several dozen Collared Pratincole hawking above the wetland and the town, giving fantastic 

views.  
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With lots of time left to explore the Donana area we took this afternoon at a leisurely pace, taking time to 

settle in and generally enjoying some relaxed birding as the warmth lowered and the sun did likewise. 

Gathering at the marisma-side hides we started to tally a few more new birds like Common Pintail, Common 

Sandpiper, Yellow Wagtail, White Wagtail and an abundance of waterfowl and wetland birds. Amongst 

them all, Black Kites dropped to the water to grab prey in a fantastic display. After some shopping for 

tomorrow’s lunch we retired to a local restaurant for fantastic food and a great view of the wetland at sunset 

which featured hundreds if not thousands of assorted hirundines and swifts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 5: Donana National Park  

Today dawned misty and dark as we exited our grand and classically Andalucian hotel on the edge of El Rocio, 

and not even the horses were out to greet us. We made our way a little bit north and then east into the 

wetlands, marshes and open grasslands of the Donana National Park, where we would spend the entire day in 

search of a bounty of birds. 

Our first stop was almost immediate as we entered the sideroads of the park, with a superb Cirl Bunting 

giving stupendous views on a roadside post, keenly spotted by Arlan. Whilst we waited for a repeat showing a 

Common Cuckoo called from close by. We hadn’t managed good looks at this bird yet, so we jumped out the 

van and tried to entice it into view. Sure enough, and as is often the case with cuckoos, it quickly came out 

from the forest and gave multiple fly pasts before settling in a nearby tree.  
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Though the mist made ‘scope viewing less than ideal, 

we all had great views as it flew and perched relatively 

close by. After passing by a multitude of White Stork 

nests which allowed really great views, we entered our 

target area properly and proceeded down a long and 

dusty track flanked by bubbling ditches and damp 

grassy fields. Almost immediately I heard the 

distinctive call of an approaching flock of Pin-tailed 

Sandgrouse and there was a noticeable shift in persons 

to the left side of the vehicle. Luckily, a flock around 20 

strong slowly approached and flew parallel to the road 

– or maybe the slow motion was just the excitement? 

Either way, the views were great, and we were able to 

enjoy yet more views of this truly beautiful bird. 

Throughout this morning, and indeed the entire day, 

we passed by many obliging Corn Buntings and had 

repeated views of the often skulky but always stunning 

Sardinian and Subalpine Warblers. The entire Sylvia 

family is, in my opinion, blessed with looks that vary 

from good to incredible, so it was a pleasure to spend 

time with these two members, along with Blackcap 

and Greater Whitethroat. Once again the keen-eyed 

Arlan struck gold as he picked up a different-looking 

lark in a field beside us – after a little scrutinisation and evaluation through heat haze and awkward angles we 

confirmed the bird as a Woodlark before turning our attention to two Green Sandpipers that gave us a bit of 

a run around before giving reasonable views. Thankfully a third bird along the track a little way gave much 

better views, both on the deck and in flight. Continuing the theme of waders, we came across several pans 

that held great numbers of waterbirds and we were able to get great looks at Little Stint, Common 

Redshank, Greenshank, Marsh Sandpiper, Ruff, Little Ringed and Common Ringed Plovers, Black-wing  

ed Stilts, Dunlin, Curlew Sandpiper and some truly fantastic Kentish Plovers.  

To finish the morning and start the afternoon, I had planned a lunch break at the rather grand visitor’s centre, 

where some tables and chairs positioned in front of large viewing windows gave us the perfect spot for a 

picnic lunch. While I broke out the serrano and iberico hams, manchego cheese, fresh baked baguettes and 

dark chocolate with almonds for a light dessert, the others scanned and called me to confirm their 

identifications. Whilst they ate, I scanned with baguette in hand and together we added birds like Little 

Ringed Plover, Pied Avocet, Purple Swamphen and the gorgeous Red-crested Pochard. The main target 

here though was Red-knobbed Coot which, despite being common in parts of Africa, can be exceptionally 

rare and difficult to find in Europe. Unfortunately, the coot wasn’t present, but some consolation came in the 
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form of a flock of Black-tailed Godwits several thousand strong and a close heronry that allowed some nice 

photos. From the car park we had nice looks at a Booted Eagle and used a large flock of swifts to practice our 

ID skills – we easily pulled out Pallid and Common Swifts, with the light being just right to note the milk 

chocolate and dark chocolate tones of the two species, along with the rather endearing scaling of Pallid.  

Back on our search through the park we enjoyed great looks at a Black Kite devouring a deceased Purple 

Swamphen before taking a chance jaunt down a sidetrack that ‘just felt right’. Funny how these things 

happen, a chance on a track resulted in two ‘grey herons’ being excitedly reidentified as Common Cranes 

once I’d swung my bins onto them! Although Common Crane is present in the area during winter, I truly 

wasn’t expecting to encounter any this late in the year. It was also a highly desired species by all of the group, 

so we were a little giddy to say the least. With spirits high we powered through the warmth of the day and 

made our way through the remainder of the loop, picking up a good sized colony of Black-crowned Night 

Herons for starters, great looks at a number of Montagu’s Harriers which impressed us all with their pallid, 

ghostly tones and almost poetic flight, and we even managed in-the-open, point-blank views of Cetti’s 

Warbler (which is something of a feat) before nailing yet another Moustached Warbler! With the heat 

unabiding and the day latening we decided to make a move back to El Rocio for a short break before heading 

out again this evening. 

Emerging in the cool 

evening with a fresh light 

breeze we once more went 

to ‘our spot’ on the shore of 

the El Rocina lagoon to 

scan through the hundreds 

of coots in search of Red-

knobbed. Whilst that, once 

again, was not to be, we 

did pick up Common 

Pochard which was new for 

the trip. With a little time 

to play with I suggested a 

short foray into nearby 

heathland in search of 

another striking and sexy 

Sylvia warbler. Arriving at a spot I’ve had success at before, we were almost immediately greeted by great 

looks at a Dartford Warbler. Funnily enough, playing the song of Dartford actually brought in quite a raucous 

response from some particularly confiding Sardinian and Subalpine Warblers. Choosing to leave them all in 

peace, we bypassed several Iberian Magpies, Spanish Sparrows and a Great Tit on our way to yet another 

fantastic meal with an even better view.  
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Day 6: Odiel, Huelva coast & Donana NP 

This morning brought a deal of confusion, with the clocks going forward an hour meaning half of the group 

weren’t up ‘on time’. Fortunately, our plan was fluid and we eventually left merely a few minutes behind 

schedule, which worked out for the best as it meant we arrived at the coastal and tidal Odiel Marshes at 

perfect tide.  

Our first stop was a small lagoon that can be the most reliable spot for the elusive Red-knobbed Coot. 

Becoming somewhat of a bad joke, the coot was of course not present, but we had great views of more Red-

crested Pochard. We also had a group of Penduline Tits go by heard only, and a Water Rail called from its 

watery thicket and refused to show itself. We had better luck though on the estuary side of the road, with 

several new additions to the list including Black-bellied Plover, Eurasian Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit, 

Ruddy Turnstone, Sandwich and gigantic Caspian Terns, great looks at the gorgeous Common Shelduck 

and nice views of some of the only platform-nesting Western Osprey in Europe, along with a number of birds 

already seen, including the elegant Greater Flamingo. All in all we enjoyed our time here, with great looks at 

a number of species and some nice photo opportunities in the early morning light. For me though, the 

highlight was some truly fantastic views of Slender-billed Gull, a bird that can not only be tricky to catch up 

with, but also to get good views of. Also popular were a handful of Black-headed Gulls in full breeding 

plumage.  

By the time we were done at the marshes, time was moving on. A quick stop in some scrubby woody habitat 

produced none of the hoped for Common Nightingale which, along with a handful of other migrants seemed 

to have not arrived yet. From here we drove out along the entirety of the Huelva breakwater and set up 

another delicious picnic lunch, this time with different cookies and some crisps, along with some locally 

produced salami. Whilst we ate we of course scanned for seabirds, and had mixed success. Though we didn’t 

see any of the hoped for Cory’s Shearwaters, we did have great looks at Great Skua and Northern Gannet, 

and a large flock of Common Scoter was a welcome lifer for all participants. Amazing views of a male 
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Northern Wheatear and some White Wagtails didn’t go a miss on the way back. The highlight for the return 

though came when we stopped for a flock of gulls at the estuary mouth. We had seen a single Audouin’s Gull 

here on the way out, but now there were at least half a dozen of this absolutely stunning gull.  

After a short break we 

went back out in the 

field this afternoon 

and evening, with a 

couple of targets in 

mind. First up was an 

unsuccessful search 

for Lesser Spotted 

Woodpecker, though 

we did find the truly 

sublime and 

evocatively named 

Firecrest, along with 

some introduced 

Common Waxbill. In a 

nearby pine wood we searched a short while before coming across several Crested Tit – a particularly 

handsome member of the family, which gave excellent views as they fed and displayed around us. As we 

watched on, a familiar call saw us abandon looking at the tits in favour of a large flock of European Bee-eater 

going through, undoubtedly fresh from the crossing from Africa. Less colourful, but no less popular was a 

particularly confiding pair of Short-toed Treecreepers near the car park. After some time spent with some 

tame Iberian Magpies we went for one last stab at that darn coot.  

Arriving at the Rocina Lagoon we were confronted by several large flocks of Eurasian Coot. Like a prolonged 

and even more difficult game of ‘Where’s Waldo?’ (or Wally, if you’re British like me) we took to the flocks to 

try and spot the odd one out. With enthusiasm waning in all of us, I was the last one sifting through coots with 

a little hope left, and then BAM. Right in the middle of the scope, in the closest flock of coots, was a juvenile 

Red-knobbed Coot! We had our nemesis in the bag, with everyone eventually seeing the teeny tiny red crest 

of this youngster. What a relief!  

Finally feeling like we deserved to eat, we went for another well-earnt meal, ploughing down the puddings 

and a couple of beers to celebrate not only the coot, but many good birds, as this was our final night of the 

tour. 
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Day 7: Bonanza Saltpans area and departure 

With the majority of our targets scored in the Donana and Odiel areas we decided this morning to have one 

last all-out blast at some new birds, and travelled back to Seville and turned south to the mouth of the 

Guadalquivir River. On our way to a known stake out for the increasingly rare, and increasingly difficult 

White-headed Duck we chanced upon a small pair of lakes that held a good number of birds. Chancing a stop 

and scan, Linda immediately announced she had a White-headed Duck! What luck! In fact, once we’d 

alighted from the vehicle we 

found there were at least 15 

White-headed Ducks on these 

ponds, with some of them giving 

absolutely phenomenal views – 

the likes of which are extremely 

rare to come by. White-heads are 

like their North American cousin, 

the Ruddy Duck, but look a little 

bit more brutish and disfigured – 

qualities found in a lot of good 

birds. Whilst watching the ducks, 

Arlan and Linda disturbed what 

appeared to be a Eurasian 

Bittern from a close reedbed, 

though I unfortunately didn’t see it. On the smaller lake we took advantage of the better photo opportunities 

and even chanced in on a Little Bittern moving from one side of the lake to the other before perching for 

great ‘scope views. One final score here was a Eurasian Reed Warbler giving superb views, a bird that had 

eluded us thus far.  

Our penultimate site of the tour was a lake close to the town of San Lucar de Barrameda where we found yet 

more White-headed Ducks, Great, Cattle and Little Egrets, Black-crowned Night Herons, Eurasian 

Spoonbill and Red-crested Pochards. Scanning across and in the reeds I managed to locate two Marbled 

Teals which went down a treat, a much desired target for birders in Spain, and a bit of a looker to boot. 

They’re not colourful, but they are interestingly patterned and have a bizarre head shape. Our final, and 

perhaps best bird here, was spotted by Linda with a curious “this duck’s different…”, she had found a stunning 

male Garganey! In fact, there were at least two males and one female present, and with a little movement 

down the track we were treated to really great views of this handsome duck, which funnily enough made it 

into the top 5 birds of the trip. On the nearby saltpan was a flock of Common Shelduck that easily numbered 

a couple of hundred – quite an impressive sight! 
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Having more or less reached the end of the tour it was time for our final site. Criss-crossing the Bonanza 

saltpans we were treated to a last hoorah in the form of some very confiding and extremely handsome 

Slender-billed Gulls, along with some equally excellent looks at well-plumaged Common Redshank and a 

new bird for the tour in the form of Red Knot looking, well, quite grey. It had been an absolutely fantastic 

jaunt through the Iberian heartland of Spain, with some really excellent birds found and seen well, including 

both sandgrouse and unforgettable encounters with lekking Great Bustards. Of course special mention has to 

go to the endless incredible food, great wine, local spirits and superb desserts that we were blessed with 

throughout the tour. The landscapes were typically Spanish, as were the birds, the food and the pace, which 

made for a thoroughly enjoyable tour for participants and guide alike. With airport and hotel drop-offs made 

dead on time, everybody was on their own path back to the US (and UK in my case).  
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One of the Blue Tits that harassed us in Monfrague National Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

An abnormally confiding Eurasian Wryneck near Trujillo 
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Beautiful buildings (like this iconic church in El Rocio) and Lesser Kestrels go hand in hand in Spain. 
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BIRD LIST 

The taxonomy of the bird list follows: Clements, James F., White, Anthony W., and Fitzpatrick, John W. 
The Clements Checklist of Birds of the World. Cornell, 2007.  
This list is up to date with the major changes published by Cornell up until August 2014. 

Column 2 lists species’ IUCN Red List status  

Numbers: 168 bird species seen 

    ANSERIFORMES: Anatidae   

1   Graylag Goose Anser anser 

2   Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 

3   Gadwall Anas strepera 

4   Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 

5   Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 

6   Northern Pintail Anas acuta 

7   Garganey Anas querquedula 

8   Green-winged Teal Anas crecca 

9 V Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris 

10   Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 

11   Common Pochard Aythya ferina 

12   Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 

13 E White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala 

    GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae   

14   Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 

15   Common Quail Coturnix coturnix 

    PODICIPEDIFORMES: Podicipedidae   

16   Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 

17   Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 

18   Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 

    
PHOENICOPTERIFORMES: 
Phoenicopteridae   

19   Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 

    CICONIIFORMES: Ciconiidae   

20   Black Stork Ciconia nigra 

21   White Stork Ciconia ciconia 

    SULIFORMES: Sulidae   

22   Northern Gannet Morus bassanus 

    SULIFORMES: Phalacrocoracidae   

23   Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

    PELECANIFORMES: Ardeidae   

24   Great Bittern Botaurus stellaris 

25   Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 

26   Gray Heron Ardea cinerea 
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27   Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

28   Great Egret Ardea alba 

29   Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

30   Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

31   Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 

    PELECANIFORMES: Threskiornithidae   

32   Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 

33   Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 

    ACCIPITRIFORMES: Pandionidae   

34   Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

    ACCIPITRIFORMES: Accipitridae   

35 E Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus 

36 NT Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus 

37   Eurasian Griffon Gyps fulvus 

38   Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus 

39   Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 

40 V Spanish Eagle Aquila adalberti 

41   Eurasian Marsh-Harrier Circus aeruginosus 

42   Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 

43 NT Red Kite Milvus milvus 

44   Black Kite Milvus migrans 

45   European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus 

46   Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 

    OTIDIFORMES: Otididae   

47 V Great Bustard Otis tarda 

48 NT Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax 

    GRUIFORMES: Rallidae   

49   Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 

50   Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio 

51   Eurasian Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

52   Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 

53   Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 

    GRUIFORMES: Gruidae   

54   Common Crane Grus grus 

    CHARADRIIFORMES: Recurvirostridae   

55   Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

56   Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 

    CHARADRIIFORMES: Charadriidae   

57   Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

58   Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 

59   Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

60   Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 

    CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae   
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61   Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

62   Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 

63   Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

64   Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 

65   Common Redshank Tringa totanus 

66   Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

67 NT Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 

68   Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 

69   Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 

70   Ruff Calidris pugnax 

71   Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

72   Sanderling Calidris alba 

73   Dunlin Calidris alpina 

74   Little Stint Calidris minuta 

    CHARADRIIFORMES: Glareolidae   

75   Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 

    CHARADRIIFORMES: Stercorariidae   

76   Great Skua Stercorarius skua 

    CHARADRIIFORMES: Laridae   

77   Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei 

78   Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

79 NT Audouin's Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii 

80   Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 

81   Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

82   Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 

83   Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 

84   Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 

    PTEROCLIFORMES: Pteroclidae   

85   Pin-tailed Sandgrouse Pterocles alchata 

86   Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis 

    COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae   

87 Int Rock Pigeon Columba livia 

88   Common Wood-Pigeon Columba palumbus 

89   Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto 

    CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae   

90   Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius 

91   Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 

    STRIGIFORMES: Strigidae   

92   Little Owl Athene noctua 

    APODIFORMES: Apodidae   

93   Alpine Swift Apus melba 

94   Common Swift Apus apus 

95   Pallid Swift Apus pallidus 
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    CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae   

96   European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 

    CORACIIFORMES: Upupidae   

97   Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 

    PICIFORMES: Picidae   

98   Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla 

    FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae   

99   Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 

100   Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

101   Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 

    PSITTACIFORMES: Psittaculidae   

102 Int Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri 

    PASSERIFORMES: Laniidae   

103   Southern Gray Shrike Lanius meridionalis 

104   Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 

    PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae   

105   Iberian Magpie Cyanopica cooki 

106   Eurasian Magpie Pica pica 

107   Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula 

108   Common Raven Corvus corax 

    PASSERIFORMES: Panuridae   

109   Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus 

    PASSERIFORMES: Alaudidae   

110   Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra 

111   Crested Lark Galerida cristata 

112   Thekla Lark Galerida theklae 

113   Sky Lark Alauda arvensis 

114   Wood Lark Lullula arborea 

    PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae   

115   Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 

116   Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 

117   Eurasian Crag-Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris 

118   Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

119   Common House-Martin Delichon urbicum 

    PASSERIFORMES: Paridae   

120   Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus 

121   Great Tit Parus major 

122   Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 

    PASSERIFORMES: Remizidae   

123   Eurasian Penduline-Tit Remiz pendulinus 

    PASSERIFORMES: Aegithalidae   

124   Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 

    PASSERIFORMES: Certhiidae   
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125   Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla 

    PASSERIFORMES: Troglodytidae   

126   Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 

    PASSERIFORMES: Regulidae   

127   Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla 

    PASSERIFORMES: Cettiidae   

128   Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 

    PASSERIFORMES: Phylloscopidae   

129   Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

130   Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus 

131   Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 

    PASSERIFORMES: Acrocephalidae   

132   Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

133   Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon 

134   Eurasian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

    PASSERIFORMES: Locustellidae   

135   Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides 

    PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae   

136   Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 

    PASSERIFORMES: Sylviidae   

137   Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

138   Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans 

139   Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 

140   Greater Whitethroat Sylvia communis 

141 NT Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata 

    PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae   

142   Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 

143   Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 

144   Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius 

145   European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola 

146   Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 

147   Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica 

    PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae   

148   Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula 

149   Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

    PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae   

150   European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

151   Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor 

    PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae   

152   Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 

153   Gray Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 

154   White Wagtail Motacilla alba 

155   Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 
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156   Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 

    PASSERIFORMES: Emberizidae   

157   Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 

158   Rock Bunting Emberiza cia 

159   Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra 

    PASSERIFORMES: Fringillidae   

160   Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

161   European Greenfinch Chloris chloris 

162   European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 

163   Eurasian Linnet Carduelis cannabina 

164   European Serin Serinus serinus 

    PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae   

165   House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

166   Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 

    PASSERIFORMES: Ploceidae   

167 Int Yellow-crowned Bishop Euplectes afer 

    PASSERIFORMES: Estrildidae   

168 Int Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 

 

 


